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We use the reaction e *e ~—hadrons, in the Mark J detector at the DESY electron-positron col-
lider PETRA, to determine the hadronic cross section up to 46.78 GeV. The production of a top
quark with a charge equal to % is excluded up to 46.6 GeV with 95% C.L. The observed rise in the

cross section at higher energies is consistent with the electroweak prediction for a Z° mass of 93
GeV. We describe some unusual muon inclusive events.

I. INTRODUCTION

PETRA, the electron-positron collider at DESY, has a
maximum center-of-mass energy of 46.78 GeV. In this
paper the Mark J collaboration reports results on hadron
production in the highest-energy interval, 39.79< Vs
<46.78 GeV (Ref. 1). The standard electroweak model?
and quantum chromodynamics® (QCD) are, as of now
completely successful in describing the electromagnetic,
weak, and strong interactions. One prediction* which is
not experimentally established as yet is the observation of
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a sixth (top) quark, with a positive electric charge equal in
magnitude to + that of the electron. Observation of the
top quark would complete the postulated third family of
quarks.’

We discuss data collection and analysis techniques in
Sec. II. Section III outlines the determination of the total
hadronic cross section and its use in the search for the top
quark using both the cross section and event thrust distri-
butions. Section IV addresses the electroweak effects.
Section V focuses on some hadron events with unusual
configurations and characteristics which contain at least
one high-energy muon. Their origin remains unexplained.
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For a general description of the Mark J detector and
the analysis procedure see Ref. 1(a).

II. DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

The Mark J detector relies on calorimetry for multihad-
ron event detection and measurement. The detector, for
hadronic events, covers the azimuthal angle fully and the
polar angle to | cosf| <0.8, with full energy contain-
ment. Particle detection and partial energy measurement
is carried out to | cosf | <0.98.

Several triggers are employed to initiate the data collec-
tion procedures, but only two are significant for multihad-
ron events. The hadron trigger relies on coincidences in
several counter layers. The Bhabha trigger (e*e™
*e™) requires two groups of azimuthally opposed
counters to record energy depositions. These triggers ini-
tiate the calculation of energy sums, which give informa-
tion on the approximate total energy deposition in the
calorimeter and the energy balance of these depositions.
The total energy must exceed 20% of the center-of-mass
energy.

Other triggers are used which select events containing
muons or events with lower-energy depositions. Logically
this set of triggers is 100% efficient, but hardware effects
introduce losses which we find to be small enough to
neglect.

Events recorded for off-line analysis are subject to a
selection consisting of three stages. The first stage in-
volves the use of a computer program that imposes loose
criteria to remove triggered events which are obviously
background. These involve simple minimum energy and
energy balance criteria, and are more effective at eliminat-
ing background than the on-line triggers, since exact
detector geometry and better pulse-height-to-energy-
deposition conversion algorithms are employed. A second
stage involves refined calibration constants and detailed
reconstruction algorithms which reproduce the position
and amount of the energy depositions accurately. In this
case the position information from the drift tubes is used
to determine the event vertex and gives a rough estimate
of the charged multiplicity. This information, together
with the ratio of the energy in the electromagnetic
calorimeter to that in the hadron calorimeter, is used to
separate events into four groups: (1) multihadron events;
(2) Bhabha events; (3) background events; and (4) events
which are ambiguous as to type. The multihadron and
Bhabha samples are chosen using the shapes of the energy
depositions within clusters of counters in conjunction with
tracks reconstructed from the drift tubes. The ambiguous
event sample is subjected to a third stage of analysis, in-
volving an interactive graphics program which allows a
physicist to inspect a visual reproduction of the detector
with the pattern of energy depositions and charged-
particle tracks superimposed. As these three processing
stages are performed in parallel by two distinct analysis
groups, detailed event-by-event comparisons of the select-
ed data samples detect errors and allow estimates of un-
certainties and biases.

Since the pulse-height-to-energy conversion factors
change slowly with time we calibrate our detector in two

—e

steps. The pulse-height-to-energy factors are easily deter-
mined by the observation of the response of a counter to
the passage of a single charged particle. Thus we include
as part of our on-line data collection the recording of
cosmic-ray muons which penetrate the detector. Since
these muons are recorded with regular e *e ™ data, the
time dependence of detector components is implicitly
averaged over a period of about 2—4 weeks.

As a second step, the innermost three counter layers
(for which a small error in the position of an energy depo-
sition translates into a large angular error) are recalibrated
using Bhabha events. These counters are 18 radiation
lengths (r.1.) thick. The accurate position information ob-
tained from the tracks reconstructed in the drift tubes can
be compared to the position determined in the counters.
The counter calibration constants correspondingly are
varied to yield the best agreement. In this way we attain
reproduction of event characteristics which are indepen-
dent of slow time changes in counter characteristics.®

III. TOP-QUARK SEARCH
The reaction
e te ——hadrons (1)

is used to search for the top quark and its cross section is
expressed by the quantity R, defined as

te ™ —
(ete hadrons) 2

R = g N )
o(point)

where
o(point)=4mra®/3s =(86.85/s) nb,

where s is in units of GeV2. We select events from reac-
tion (1) by requiring’ that (a) the total visible energy E.;
is more than 50% of the c.m. energy, (b) the measured en-
ergy is balanced within 60% of E,; in both longitudinal
and transverse directions with respect to the beam line,
and (c) the shape of the shower development in the lay-
ered structure of the detector is incompatible with a pure-
ly electromagnetic nature for the final state.

Using these selection criteria we determine the accep-
tance for reaction (1) to be 80—85 % over the PETRA en-
ergy range, with an uncertainty of about 1% at any ener-
gy. Thus it is essentially independent of energy and frag-
mentation models. Backgrounds from the 7 decays and
2y processes,

ete ™ —7tr~—hadrons+X ,

L+ (3)

e~ —ete ™ +hadrons ,
are calculated using Monte Carlo procedures to give a
contribution of

AR,,=0.18+0.01, AR,,=0.05+0.03,

and they are independent of c.m. energy. These contribu-
tions are subtracted. Background from Bhabha events is
negligible. Our background estimates show no depen-
dence on the center-of-mass energy.
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FIG. 1. R values are shown for the highest PETRA energies during an energy scan in 30-MeV steps.

A. Hadronic cross section R

The hadronic cross section is obtained by correcting the
observed number of events for background contributions
and for acceptance, and normalizing to the luminosity. In
addition, corrections® for the effects of initial-state radia-
tion are applied to present a cross section expressed as if
no radiation effects were present. The net effect is to in-
crease the number of events by 28% at 20 GeV and by
35% at 44 GeV. The luminosity is determined from
Bhabha events. The electromagnetic calorimetry, cover-
ing | cosf| <0.98 records the processes e te ~—ete ™,
e*e~v, vy, and yyy. The rate and angular distributions
for Bhabha events agree with the QED predictions.!®
The luminosity values derived from our two separate
analysis groups agree within 3%.

At specific energies, bound states (z-quarkonium) of the
top quark and antiquark (#f) should occur. At c.m. ener-
gies about 1—2 GeV above the ground state,” pairs of top
mesons (T *'°) would be produced and the hadronic cross
section would increase.!” For a top quark with a charge
+3 and including QCD and electroweak corrections,!!
the total increase in R is expected to be AR ~1.5 at ener-
gies sufficiently above threshold.

At PETRA, R has been determined by energy scans in
which successive c.m. energy points were separated by
20-MeV steps below 38 GeV and by 30-MeV steps above
38 GeV (Ref. 12). Figure 1 presents all data from 39.79
to 46.78 GeV. Figure 2 is a plot of all data as a function
of Vs, summed into ~1-GeV energy bins. The predicted
value of R, is shown for 5 quarks (u,d,s,c,b) by the solid
curve and for 6 quarks, including the charged ++ top
quark, by the dashed curve. Our results show the slow in-
crease in R at the highest energies, as predicted by the
standard electroweak theory. The data and the 5-quark

prediction are in excellent agreement to the highest
PETRA energy. Measured R values for various energy
bins are given in Table L.

We have also determined upper limits on the excess of
the hadronic cross section, which we call AR. To deter-
mine this, we divide our data into subsamples ranging
from a variable (5p,i,)'"? t0 (5,,,,)'/>=46.78 GeV. For
each subsample, we determine the number of hadronic
events and the integrated luminosity ( | L dt). Using the
predicted R (where we use a;=0.12 at Vs =44 GeV and
take m_,=93 GeV, sin’0y, =0.217) for the 5-quark pro-
duction, the number of expected events is calculated.
From the actual number of measured events we obtain a
95%-C.L. upper limit, and then subtract the predicted
number of events. This difference is an upper limit on the
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FIG. 2. R values averaged in ~1-GeV bins for the entire
PETRA energy region. The 5-quark prediction is shown by the
solid curve; the 6-quark (including top) prediction by the dashed
curve.
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TABLE I. (R ) values. The error quoted is the statistical er-
ror. Additionally there is a 3% point-to-point error and an
overall (systematic) normalization error of 4%.

Number
(Vs) (GeV) of events f Ldt (nb~") (R)
12.00 224 98 3.47+0.25
14.03 2859 1572 3.71+0.07
21.99 2392 3234 3.55+0.08
25.00 402 610 4.03+0.21
30.61 915 2099 4.15+0.15
33.79 3739 10 885 3.86+0.07
34.61 16464 51274 3.78+0.03
35.10 5616 17 146 3.94+0.06
36.31 687 2270 3.88+0.16
37.40 147 544 3.59+0.32
38.38 512 1786 4.031+0.19
40.34 667 2729 3.87+0.16
41.50 515 1995 4.44+0.21
42.50 432 1904 3.89+0.20
43.46 582 2807 3.75+0.17
4423 3410 15193 4.15+0.08
4548 514 2385 4.17+0.19
46.47 776 3604 4.42+0.17

excess of measured events, which is then converted to an
excess of the cross section, AR, as a function of the
minimum c.m. energy, (Smi,)!”2. The result is shown in
Fig. 3. These limits are valid for all models with hadronic
final states regardless of the production scheme. [Note
that we require reasonable energy balance; hence this
statement does not include monojet events with very large
unbalanced (missing) energy.] We are able to exclude an
increase of the hadronic cross section predicted for full
top-quark production (AR,=~1.5) up to an energy of
(Smin)'/>=46.6 GeV at 95% C.L. Production of a pair of
+ charge quarks is excluded for (s,;,)!"2 <45.4 GeV.
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FIG. 3. A plot of AR, the (95% C.L.) excess of cross section
from the data over the expected 5-quark cross section.

B. Resonant t-quarkonium states

The system of very narrow (compared to their masses)
resonant states (f7) formed by ¢ quarks should be similar
to the known (cZ) and (bb) states.!> They are predicted to
be produced at a large cross section and have electronic
decay widths I',, =5—10 keV (Ref. 14). They should de-
cay into leptons or hadrons:

ete ()1t~
l-—-~ hadrons . (4)

For a t-quarkonium mass (M) in the PETRA energy
range, the expected branching ratios are ~32% for lep-
tons and 68% for hadrons assuming a; =~0.12 (Ref. 15) at
highest PETRA energies.

We have searched for the ¢-quarkonium states in the
latest energy scan between 39.79 and 46.78 GeV. These
states should be observable as narrow resonances with ex-
perimental widths determined by the energy spread of
PETRA, since the predicted #-quarkonium width is small
compared with the 35-MeV energy spread. With these
conditions the enhancement in R is expected to be a factor
of 2—4 for a quark charge of +.

We determine the production cross section of a narrow
resonance by fitting our data with the function'®

R=Ry+R My,B,T,,), 5)

where R is the continuum cross section, My the mass of
the hypothetical resonance, B, the branching ratio into
hadronic final states, and I,, the decay width into elec-
trons. The function R . describes the t-quarkonium reso-
nance after correcting for machine energy resolution and
radiative effects.

In Fig. 4 we show our measurements on an expanded
energy scale from 44 to 46 GeV, and note that the most
significant candidate for a resonance is at 45.12 GeV.
Equation (5) is used to fit this energy region and we find

B,yT,, <3.00 keV at 95% C.L. ,

which is to be compared with theoretically predicted
values ranging from 3.5 to 7 keV (Ref. 14) for the ground
state of ¢ quarkonium. The solid curve in Fig. 4 indicates
the best fit of Eq. (5), whereas the dashed curve represents
the expected shape using the 95%-C.L. upper limit on
B,T,,.

However, when determining the hadronic cross section
R, we use the acceptance and the initial-state radiative
corrections for the continuum cross section in measuring
the production cross section of 5 quarks. In the presence
of a resonance these corrections must be modified. When
applying the relevant corrections to the resonant part of
the measured cross section, this part of R (R,,) is re-
duced by a factor of about 1.33. This directly affects our
fitted value of B,I',, which must be increased by the
same factor. (This factor is included in the 3-keV limit.)

We note that the expected electronic width of a —+
charge quark is approximately one-fourth that of the + +
charge quark. Thus, the height of a —+ quark charge
resonance is too small to be resolved with the luminosity
collected at each point.
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FIG. 4. The energy scan from 44 to 46 GeV contains the most significant candidate for the ground-state r-quarkonium resonance
at 45.12 GeV. The continuous curve is the fit to R =R+ R, including the PETRA c.m. energy spread and radiative effects. The
dashed curve indicates the expected cross section using the 95%-C.L. upper limit on B, T,,.

C. Event topology

A third method for observing top-quark production is
to analyze the event topology. We investigate our data us-
ing the thrust distribution, which for the Mark J data
analysis, is defined as

T:max{E{Eie1|/2|Ei|], (©)

where E; is the energy flow vector of a particle or a group
of particles hitting the ith element of the calorimeter.
The unit vector e, is varied in direction until the right-
hand side of (6) is maximized. If a virtual photon materi-
alized into a quark-antiquark pair each with a mass close
to the beam energy, the quarks would be produced nearly
at rest and, hence, fragmentation into hadrons would be
isotropic. In this case, T approaches 0.5 as a limit. For a
quark-antiquark pair, produced far above threshold, the
Lorentz transformation of their hadronic fragmentation
products to the laboratory frame results in a hadron jet
collimated around each of the initial-quark directions. As
the beam energy increases the jets become narrower and T
approaches 1. Thus, if a new quark threshold is crossed,
the thrust distribution should show an enhancement at
low-thrust values. Naturally, the argument applies to the
threshold for any pair of heavy particles which decay pri-
marily into multihadrons.

In our search for new hadronic states at the highest
PETRA energies, we combine R and T and determine the
thrust distributions normalized to the measured values of
R and not to unity. This method gives the most sensitivi-
ty to our search. We also divide the data so as to maxi-
mize changes in R (AR). Thus we use two energy inter-

vals: (1) 39.79—46.3 GeV; (2) 46.3—46.78 GeV. Figures 5
and 6 give dR /dT data and Monte Carlo distributions for
5 and 6 quarks as a function of thrust for the two energy
regions.

Figure 5 shows the excellent agreement, for all thrust
values, between our data and the 5-quark Monte Carlo
calculation for the lower-energy region. Our data for
Vs >46.3 GeV, Fig. 6, shows an enhancement of low-
thrust events. In order to provide a measure of this
enhancement, we use the cross section normalized to the
QED point cross section and integrate over the low-thrust
region, 0.5 < T <0.75. We designate the derived parame-
ter as Rg,s. For Vs >46.3 GeV, R ;5=0.43+0.06

100 T T T T 4}
30l MARK] A4 |
[
©
= 20 VS<.6.3Gev ]
©
e Data
—5q-MC
10f ---6g-MC __ ------
0 caim 1 1 1
05 06 0.7 08 09 10
THRUST

FIG. 5. dR /dT is given as a function of T (thrust) for 39.79
<V's <46.3 GeV.
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FIG. 6. dR/dT is given as a function of T (thrust) for
Vs >46.3 GeV.

which is to be compared with the expected value for S
quarks, R(75=0.21, and for 6 quarks, Ry ,s=1.21, well
above threshold. This measure of the observed deviation
is in better agreement with the 5-quark expectation. (We
discuss unusual events in this energy interval and thrust
region in Sec. V.)

IV. ELECTROWEAK EFFECTS IN HADRON EVENTS

In Fig. 2 it can be seen that the hadronic cross section
is rising slowly with increasing c.m. energy. R can be cal-
culated, in the quark-parton model, without QCD and
mass-effect corrections, but taking into account the ex-
change of y, Z°, and their interference, as'!

R,=33 [e,*—2e,Xsgygl
q

X2 (P +(89)%] | (g P+ 9?1, D
where

1 1
" 4sin®0ycos20y s —m

2 -
70

gy and g5 are the electron-vector and axial-vector cou-

pling constants, g?zi%—Zeq sin%6y,, and g4 =i%,

where the plus sign is for eq=+§, the minus for
1

eg=—r7.

In Eq. (11) the first term describes the y exchange, the
second is the y,Z° interference, and the third is the Z°
exchange. The effect of QCD on R is generally small,
and almost independent of energy. Thus, we choose to fix
a, at the value we determine from event shapes,'” and
concentrate on the electroweak effects.

From Vs =35 GeV to Vs =44 GeV we expect R to in-
crease from 3.95 to 4.09. We observe R =3.94+0.06 at
35 GeV and R=4.15+0.08 at 44 GeV. Figure 7 shows
the measured data points, grouped in 1-GeV bins, com-
pared to curves from Eq. (11) for different Z° masses.

L L o e e L e o o
MARK 3 Mz =70GeV
S -
sin?8:0217
R 1 Mz = 80Ge
1
4 f s Mz=93GeV —
I 1 {\{ T T 11’ Mz =120GeV |
3| |
Lo Lo | SSRRT T Nt FRRTES BRI S 1
0 10 20 30 40 S0 60
/5 (GeV)

FIG. 7. R as a function of V's, with curves superimposed for
different masses of the Z° sin’0y, =0.217 is taken as given.

Using the R measurements displayed in Fig. 7 we per-
form a fit of Eq. (11), including QCD corrections, and ob-
tain limits on the mass of the Z° taking the world average
of sin?@y, =0.217+0.014. We determine'®

m,,=8273 GeV ,
or with 95% C.L.,
76 <M,,<94 GeV .

Figure 8 exhibits contours in the sinzaw-mzo plane.

Assuming the validity of the standard electroweak
theory with m,,=93 GeV and sin’@y,, =0.217, we can ex-
tract limits on the pointlike nature of quarks from our
data. We use the following form-factor parametrization
of a deviation from QED:

_ S
Fi(5)=1+;‘:'A—?. (8)

We obtain A | > 150 GeV, A_ > 350 GeV at 95% C.L.
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i \
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- \ 7 N
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FIG. 8. X? contours in the sin’8y - Z° plane.
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V. LOW-THRUST MUON-HADRON EVENTS
ABOVE 46.3 GeV (REFS. 19 AND 20)

The reaction
e te ~—u +hadrons 9)

is not only an excellent signature for top-quark produc-
tion, it is also a signature which could announce the pro-
duction of other new particles, for example, new leptons.
We have used the rate of inclusive muon events at low
thrust, T <0.8, as an indicator of new particle produc-
tion. See Ref. 1(a).

Muons are measured in the Mark J detector!®"!° by us-
ing large-area drift chambers installed behind an iron ab-
sorber of about 90 c.m. thickness. As a consequence of
this hadron filter only muons with a momentum exceed-
ing 1.5 GeV/c can reach the outer chambers. Unfor-
tunately not all muons detected in the outer drift
chambers originate from heavy-quark decays, but also
from 7 and K decays. Further background comes from
hadronic events where typically a pion punches through
the iron absorber without creating a hadron shower, and
fakes a muon.

The cross section for inclusive muon events, with
T <0.8 is plotted in Fig. 9 as a function of the c.m. ener-
gy from 36.9 to 46.78 GeV. Noting that at the highest en-
ergy the cross section is large, we have investigated these
data in detail. In Fig. 10 we give the differential cross
section of inclusive muon events as a function of thrust.
The energy interval for these data points is 36.9 GeV
<V's <46.3 GeV. Monte Carlo simulations with 5 fla-
vors and 6 flavors are shown in solid and dashed histo-
grams, respectively. In the dashed histogram, we take the
top-quark mass to be 20.5 GeV. The 5-flavor prediction
and the data agree. The effect of the top quark in the 6-
flavor prediction is a sizable contribution at low-thrust
values which is absent from the data. The total integrated
luminosity is 30 pb~!.

Figure 11 shows the highest-energy data, 46.3<V’s
<46.78 GeV, with a luminosity of 2.8 pb~'. The histo-
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8- ]
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8L i
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6
w + ]
—4 4‘ ]
1 I L l P_] 1 I 1 l 1
42 44 46
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FIG. 9. The cross section of inclusive muon events with
thrust <0.8 as a function of c.m. energy Vis.
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FIG. 10. Thrust distribution of events from e*te~—p
+ hadrons at 36.93\/§ <46.3 GeV. The predictions for 5
quarks and 6 quarks including a top quark are also shown.
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FIG. 11. Thrust distribution of events from ete~—pu

+ hadrons at 46.3 g\/; <46.78 GeV. The measurements are
compared to the lower-energy data shown in Fig. 10.
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gram in this figure is the data from the lower-energy in-
terval. In this higher-energy interval, the cross section for
thrust values below 0.8 is larger than in the lower-energy
region. The actual number of low-thrust events is 8,
whereas 1.9 are expected from the rate at lower energy.
In addition we find that the muons in these 8 events are
isolated from the hadronic and electromagnetic energy
flow. Figure 12 shows the energy flow of each event and
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indicates the energy and position of the muon with respect
to the energy flow. It is remarkable that the muon never
overlaps with the most energetic jet or energy cluster.

We have also investigated whether isolated muons are
observed in our data at lower energies. In order to com-
pare both data sets we calculate the angle § of a muon
track with respect to the thrust axis. Figures 13(a) and
13(b) show the correlation between the angle 8 and the

Event B

E (GeV)

FIG. 12. Spatial distribution of the energy flow of the eight low-thrust inclusive muon events. The polar angle 6 and the azimu-
thal angle ¢ are defined with respect to the beam line. The position and energy of a muon is marked by a black tower. The energy
scale is different for each event. Event E has two muons.
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thrust value for the events in the low- and high-energy
samples. We see that all 8 events observed at high ener-
gies with thrust less than 0.8 could have been found as
well by a cut, cosd <0.7. We observed 7 events at lower
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FIG. 13. (a) Scatter plot in thrust and cosb (8 is the angle be-
tween the muon and the thrust axis) for data in the energy band
369 < Vs <46.36 GeV. Dashed lines indicate cuts in thrust at
0.8 and cosé at 0.7; (b) same as (a) but for the energy band
463 <V's <46.78 GeV.

energies with cosd <0.7. Using this number and account-
ing for differences in the luminosity and the cross section,
we would expect 0.5 events at the higher energy,
Vs >46.3 GeV. If this cut were not a posteriori, the ob-
served excess would be statistically significant. Note that
the exact value of the cut in cosd is not critical and that
the numbers of events observed at high energies in the
remaining three quadrants of Fig. 13(b) agree well with
those predicted from lower-energy data.

We can exhibit the muon isolation in another fashion.
Below Vs =46.3 GeV the muon is typically in a region of
large hadronic energy: usually in a jet for the control
sample. In contrast, in the eight events above 46.3 GeV,
the muon is isolated from the large hadronic energy clus-
ters in the event. In Fig. 14 we give the differential cross
section as a function of a thrustlike quantity 7, which we
define as the thrust of an event where the muon axis is
used as the thrust axis. The limits on T, are from O to 1.
For muons in the hadronic jets, one expects large-T,
values. In Fig. 14, we have plotted the inclusive muon
events from the highest energies as a histogram; those
from the control sample as a dashed-line histogram.
There is an excess in the region T}, <0.7. The 8 events
are indicated by cross hatching.

We have examined data in this and in neighboring ener-
gy regions to see if the events are due to imperfections in
the detector. These events have a clean vertex inside the
beam-beam interaction region. The signals from the
muon trigger counter coincide with the bunch crossing
signal from PETRA. Both measurements show that the
events are not background from one of the beams, nor
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FIG. 14. The differential cross section, s do/dT,, is given as
a function of thrust T,, where the thrust direction is defined by
the measured muon direction. The high-energy data is shown in
the solid histogram. The 8 events are indicated by cross hatch-
ing. The low-energy data, normalized, is shown by the dashed
histogram.
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from cosmic rays. A most important consideration is the
quality of the muon identification, as this is a potential
source of background. The background of events simulat-
ed by punchthrough muons was calculated by a detailed
Monte Carlo program?! and found to be small. It does
not rise significantly from 43 to 46.78 GeV. Another fact
is that punch through muons are typically found in the
midst of hadron jets, whereas in these 8 events the muons
are isolated from the main clusters of energy. Nonprompt
muons do not provide a significant background at lower
energies (36.9—46.3 GeV) since the inclusive muon rates
and thrust distributions agree with expectations from our
Monte Carlo program. This should not increase appreci-
ably for the higher-energy data.

As a further check of the quality of the event identifi-
cation, we note that the operation of PETRA at such high
energies was accompanied by an increased rate of beam-
related noise in our detector. We investigated the effect of
this noise on our data, using records of the detector con-
tents at random beam crossing times, which are uncorre-
lated with our usual triggers. These “beam-gate triggers”
indicated that the beam-related noise resulted only in
very-low-energy depositions in the innermost counter
layer, with recorded pulse heights typically smaller than
the minimum required for counter data readout (50 MeV).
We have also simulated the effect of such low-energy hits
in our data, both for negligible energy deposition and in
the loss of the time resolution of the counter hits. There
was no evidence that the increase in noise from any source
had affected this or any other data.

We have no satisfactory explanation for these events.
For example, top production is very improbable; at full
cross section we would expect 4—5 times more events than
we observe. The question is whether these events are sta-
tistical fluctuations. We note that the other three PETRA
experiments do not find a signal above their expected
rate.? Since PETRA has now been modified and can no
longer reach energies above 46.3 GeV, we must await fu-
ture e*te™ machines or the pp colliders to clarify the
meaning of these events.

Note added. The JADE collaboration at PETRA re-
ported at the Moriond Conference, 1986 (unpublished) an

observation similar to our observation of these 8 low-
thrust inclusive muon events. Using identical selection
methods, they observed 5 such events in the same high-
energy region, where they expected 0.5 events. Their re-
sult is now in perfect agreement with ours.

VI. SUMMARY

We summarize our results.

(1) The hadronic cross section excludes full top produc-
tion to Vs =46.5 GeV.

(2) In searching for the resonant t-quarkonium ground
state we find B,T,, <3.00 keV at 95% C.L.

(3) The investigation of event topology using R and
thrust excludes full top production to Vs =46.6 GeV.

From the total cross section, we are able to set limits on
the Z° mass by using the world average for sin’@y
=0.217+0.014. We find at 95% C.L. 76 <M ,,<9%
GeV.

Form-factor parametrization gives cutoff parameters
for quarks of A, > 150 GeV and A_ > 350 GeV at 95%
C.L.

Among low-thrust hadron events containing muons we
have eight events above 46.3 GeV. This very large excess
remains unexplained.
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