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Chiral-symmetry restoration at finite densities in Coulomb-gauge QCD
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Using the Schwinger-Dyson equation in the Hartree-Fock approximation, we show that, within a
potential model motivated by the QCD Hamiltonian in the Coulomb gauge, chiral symmetry is re-

stored at finite densities. Two cases are studied: a 5-function potential and a linear confining poten-
tial. For the former case the phase diagram is obtained analytically, whereas for the latter case nu-

merical techniques are used. The values of physical quantities calculated for the linear confining
model are consistently smaller than the experimental ones indicating that a potential with additional
short-range attraction is needed to describe the quark interaction in the high-density regime.

I. INTRODUCTION

In heavy-ion collisions nuclei overlap over short time
intervals creating high-density matter. The structure of
the nucleons becomes important and the many-body as-
pects of QCD are expected to explain phenomena in this
regime. Similar situations leading to high-density matter
can be found in neutron stars and in the early Universe.
Recent calculations indicate that QCD exhibits a phase
transition at finite temperatures and densities. Decon-
finement and chiral-symmetry restoration occur leading
to a new phase of matter: the quark-gluon plasma.

Calculations have been done by using perturbation
theory and lattice simulation to locate both transitions. '
Perturbative analysis is unfortunately limited to densities
much higher than those expected to give the transition
and convergence of the perturbation series does not seem
to be good enough to make reliable extrapolations. Lat-
tice simulations give accurate predictions only in the
high-temperature regime because the inverse temperature
determines the lattice size in the temporal direction. Low
temperatures require larger lattices and finite-size effects
produce sizable uncertainties. Furthermore, the inclusion
of fermions on a lattice is still problematic. Because of
these difficulties the relation between chiral-symmetry
restoration and deconfinement is still unclear and it is im-
portant to investigate other possibilities of describing this
regime of QCD.

In this paper chiral-symmetry restoration at zero tem-
perature and finite densities will be studied within the
framework of a potential model recently proposed by
Finger and co-workers.

The accepted picture of the chiral-symmetry-breaking
mechanism is that for sufficiently strong couplings the
perturbative vacuum is unstable against the formation of
quark-antiq~~rk bound states The physical ground state
is a quark pair condensate and it transforms in a nontrivi-
al way under the chiral group. The presence of surround-
ing quarks induces a shift in the energy of a quark-
antiquark bound state which is negative relative to an
empty state. This shift is due partly to the interaction be-
tween the surrounding quarks and those in the condensate
and partly to Pauli blocking. Increasing the density will

diminish the strength of the interaction and eventually the
symmetric vacuum will be stabilized leading to chiral-
symmetry restoration.

In Sec. II we will review the model. In Sec. III the gen-
eralization to finite temperatures and densities will be
given. In order to gain some intuition about the nature of
the phase transition, a simple example of a 5-function po-
tential will be worked out in detail in Sec. IV. This model
is not realistic, only pedagogical. Numerical solutions and
results for the confining potential are presented in Sec. V.
In Sec. VI relevant conclusions are drawn and we discuss
the limitations of the model and its possible extensions
and improvements.

+transverse gauge, (2.1)

where

{2.2)

and A;/2 are generators of the SU(N) color group in the
fund~mental representation.

Motivated by the fact that quarks are the relevant de-
grees of freedom responsible for chiral-symmetry break-
ing, we restrict our analysis to the quark sector of the
theory's Fock space. In this case the "transverse gauge"
part of the Hamiltonian {2.1) does not enter the calcula-
tions and one can work with the effective Hamiltonian

H,tt= fd xPt(x)( ia V)g{x—)

+ —,
' fd x fd yp'(x) 2 (x,y)p'(y) . (2.3)

II. REVIEW OF THE MODEL

Recently it was shown that in the Coulomb gauge the
QCD Hamiltonian can be written as

a= 'x ~x —ia V x
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This procedure of dropping terms in Eq. (2.1) is discussed
in greater detail in Ref. 3.

The fermion gap equation obtained from H~q corre-
sponds to the instantaneous ladder approximation of the
Bethe-Salpeter kernel. This approximation is used in the
phenomenological treatment of heavy quarkonia and the
structure of H,ff admits the immediate generalization to
phenomenological potentials.

It is believed that the ground state of the strongly cou-
pled QCD is a quark pair condensate. The pairing mech-
anism is very similar in nature to the formation of Cooper
pairs in the theory of superconductivity and this analogy
has been exploited since the idea of spontaneous chiral-
symmetry breaking was first introduced by Nambu and
Jona-Lasinio.

In the potential model we want to study, the ground
state is determined variationally starting with the BCS-
type ansatz '

~1()= exp g f d'p sp~b;(ps)d;( —p,s) ~0),

FIG. 1. Schmnger-Dyson equation for the quark self-energy.
The hatched circle is the proper self-energy; the open circle is
the screened potential, and the hatched triangle is the full ver-

tex.

S ~(xx'
~

rr') =—TrI pT [g (xr)tt p(x'r')] I,
where

e
—P(H —pN)

-PH —pN)Tre

(3.1)

(3.2)

Hartree-Fock approximation consists in replacing the
screened potential and the full vertex by their bare values,
Fig. 2. The Hartree term, Fig. 3, vanishes because SU(Ã)
generators are traceless.

In the imaginary-time formalism the fermion propaga-
tor is

where
2.4

where ~0) is an empty state and b;(p,s} and d;( —p,s)
are quark and antiquark creation operators, respectively,
with momentum p, hehcity s, and color i The .flavor in-
dices have been suppressed.

The trial function gz is determined from the extremum
condition

(2.5)

lP= T' (3.3)

Quark fields satisfy antiperiodic boundary conditions in
the r direction with period P. The propagator (3.1) is di-
agonal in color and flavor indices and this dependence
will be suppressed. In terms of S, the equation in Fig. 2
can be written as

and the normalization constant is fixed by requiring

(2.6)

B; (p,s)=, [b; (p,s)+sf~1;( p,s)], —
(I+/ ')' ' (2.7a}

The quarklike excitations of the ground state (2A) are
created by

X(p)=Cs' f V(p q)y $(q)y-
with fermion propagator

$(q) = 1

q —X(q)
'

where

qo =iun+p

(3A)

(3.5)

(3.6)

D; ( —p,s)= [d;( —p, s) —sg b;(p,s)] . (2.7b)
(1+y 2)1/2 ' ' Ip

The transformation from (b,d) to (B,D) is the
Bogoliubov-Valatin transformation' and we shall refer to
the excitations represented by 8~ and D~ as pseudoparti-
cles or dressed quarks.

The equivalent approach to the calculation of a ground
state and a quark self-energy is to solve the Schwinger-
Dyson (SD) equation in the Hartree-Pock approximation.
This will prove to be the inore convenient approach be-
cause it admits a straightforward extension to the case of
finite temperatures and densities. Derivations in the next
section will be done for a general potential V(x).

2n+1 ~
(3.7)

2 P
Since the interaction is instantaneous, V(k) depends on

~
k

~
only. As a consequence, X(p) is co„ independent and

the frequency sum in (3.4) can be performed easily. The
quark propagator has to be defined for this case as

S p(x,x')= lim —,
' ([P (xr), Pp(x'r')]) .

r-+v'
(3.8)

V(k) is the Fourier transform of the potential, Cz is the
Casimir operator in the fundamental representation of
SU(% color group, X(p) is the quark self-energy, and f
stands for the integration over the three-momenta togeth-
er with summation over the discrete frequencies

IH. SCHWINGER-DYSON EQUATION
AT FDETB TEMPERATURES Al ID DENSTTKBS

For the effective Hamiltonian in (2.3), the equation for
the quark self-energy is represented in Fig. 1. The FIG. 2. SD equation in the Hartree-Fock approximation.
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The general form of X(p} is then

X(p) =a»+b» p y+c»y (3 9)

where the functions a», b», and c» depend» ~p~.
Fourier transforming (3.8},we find

S(p) = — g[e ""S(p
~
co„)+e ""S(p

~
co„)], FIG. 3. Hartree term for the quark self-energy.

and

ld)~ —X g~+ $

where the limit ri~O+ is understood. Using

(3.10)

(3.11)

E»(T,O) =tanh
2

F»(O,p) =8(co» —v») .

(3.19b)

(3.19c)

The Schwinger-Dyson equation (3.4} now can be writ-
ten in terms of functions a», b», and c»

..
—l ())N ')i

n l CO~ —X ~
—pe+ )

(3.12)

it is straightforward to obtain S(p) which can be rewrit-
ten as

'»+»P'7'+'»}'
CF as~(1+bq)q y

V P—q Eq —y nq —n~

S(p)= — ge " S(p ~co„)+S p —co„
~N ~ 2m'

and from now on

(3.20)

Define the pseudoparticle energy

[& 2+(1+b )2~2]l/2

shifted chemical potential

VP =P —
CP

and Dirac Hamiltonian

H» ya»+(1+b——»)y p y .

(3.13)

(3.14a)

(3.14b)

(3.14c)

This becomes a system of three coupled equations

a»= f V(p —q}Fs

C» (1+bs )q(1+b,}&=S+
2 f, V(p q)F,— ' p4

CF
c = — V(p —q)(n n) . —

2 e e e

(3.21)

(3.22a)

(3.22b)

(3.22c)

In terms of these quantities, the quark propagator is

(ia)„+v»)y +H»y
S(p

i
co„)=

( l CO)I +V» ) +CO»

Applying (3.11) and (3.12) we obtain

H 0
S(p) = y (1 n» np) —— —(n» —n»),P 0

P

with occupation number for fermions

(3.15)

(3.16)

Q» =co»sing»,

(1+b»)p =co»cog» .

(3.23a)

(3.23b)

The trial function g» and the angle P» are related by

2 p
sing» —— z,1+P»

(3.24a}

The first two equations can be rewritten in terms of the
Bogoliubov angle P» defined by

1
n =

e ~ ~+1
and antifermions

1
tl

gate) +v )P P

(3.17a)

(3.17b)

The overall Fermi factor 1—n» n» will a—ppear often so
~e denote it by I'p

FP = 1 —Plp —PlP

As a function of T and p, F» has the following limiting
behavior:

P
»

1 y 2

P» =tan(()(»/2) .

In terms of P» Eqs. (3.22) become

(3.24b)

(3.24c)

CF
psinP» = V(p —q)Es(sin(I)icos(I}» —sing»coQsp g),2

(3.25a)

Cp
co» ——p~» + V(p —q)Fz(sin(I)&sin(I)»

2

+cog~cos(I)»p Q }

F»(0,0)=1, (3.19a) (3.25b)
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and the equation for cz is left unchanged.
It remains to solve the system (3.25) together with

(3.22c}. The quark energy in the expression for n~ and nz
depends on temperature and density so the three equations
need to be treated self-consistently. Once the solution to
the gap equation (3.25a} is obtained, the quark propagator
is known and relevant physical quantities can be calculat-
ed.

IU. A SIMPLE EXAMPLE:
5-FUNCTION POTENTIAL

I I I
&A (4.1)

where A will be assumed large. In coordinate space, this
corresponds to a short-distance cutoff:

2m'ro-
A

(4.2)

Before attempting to solve the gap equation (3.25a) for
a confining potential, it is useful to study a phase diagram
of a simple, exactly solvable model: the 5-function poten-
tial. The reason we choose this example is the simplicity
rather than its physical significance. In three dimensions,
a 5 function produces short-distance singularities in most
physical quantities so, to regulate the integrals, we shall
restrict the phase space inside the sphere

n =2%,nf n~ —n~

CFtC=- n.
4N, nf

(4.10)

(4.11)

At zero temperature and density, Eq. (4.8) has two solu-
tions: Q=O and Q&0. For a given 6~0,

1=
q ( 2+g2)1/2 (4.12)

places a constraint on the coupling constant g which has
to exceed some critical value g, with g, given by

or

roc 1

2

Csc 1

81r A

(4.13)

(4.14)

Using this relation it will be possible to trade A2 for g, in
subsequent calculations. From now on, g will be fixed
and greater than g, . A critical line in a (T,v) or (T,n)
plane will be determined by solving (4.8) in the limit
d~O+.

Two limiting cases are extremely easy to obtain.
(i) T=0, n~O.

(4.15)
It will be shown, that for the particular values of coupling
constant considered here, the results are insensitive to the
cutoff procedure.

For the potential

where p~ is defined by

(p 2+g2)1/2 (4.16)

v(q) =g (4.3) Y=P —c (4.17)
the gap equation (3.25a) bcmomes

p sing~ = F~singsc~~,
2

(4.4)

As b, -+0, p~-+v. At critical density 6 vanishes and the
chemical potential approaches its critical value v, given

where the cutoff e(A —q) is understood in all the in-
tegrals. The p-independent part on the right-hand side of
(4 4) is the mass gap of the quark

Note that

2 e
'

q
f e(q —v, )— (4.18)

Fqs1n
2

(4.5) 8(q —v, )= 1 —8(v, —q ) (4.19)

tanPz ——— (4.6)

This identification is immediately justified because Eq.
(4A) becomes

so that (4.18) becomes

CFS 1 Czf 1

2 fig 2

Using the definition of g, we arrive at

(4.20)

and the quark energy is

(p 2+g2) 1/2

Hence, the gap equation reduces to

v
&

( 2+g2)1/2

Function cz of Eq. (3.22c) is independent of p

CFaC=- (n n)—
ig

or, using the definition of the quark density

(4.7)

(4.8)

(4.9)

8m g ge
&c =

Qk

The corresponding density is

X,nfnc= V~
3

(ii) T+0, n =0.
In this case, the gap equation has the form

2

(4.21)

(4.22)

(4.23)
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Since the second term on the right-hand side of (4.23) is
rapidly converging for large q, we can extend the limits of
integration to infinity

with

(4.32)

7r'T 2

6
(4.24)

n/n, =[1 (r—lv, ) ]' [1+2(rlv, ) ] . (4.33)

It is convenient to rescale n with n, given in Eq. (4.22):

Hence, (4.23) results in

vc . (4.25)

In the general case of finite temperature and density, a
critical line is given by

g CFg 1

g ~ J 0 & (q v}/r+ 1
— &(q+v)/T+ 1

—1= f dqq +

The phase diagram is given in Fig. 5. The energy density
difference is positive definite and the transition is second
order along the entire line.

As we mentioned earlier in this section, the validity of
our results has to be justified by showing that the average
length scale in this problem is much bigger than the cut-
off ro We .have to demonstrate two things:

(4.34)

and

Evaluating the integral
p ((A (4.35)

Q) 1

{q —v)/T+ I &(q+v)/T+ ~

where p is the scale associated with the condensate and
represents the density of pairs in the condensate. It is de-
fined as

Eq. (4.26) simplifies to

(4.27)
p=2N, nf f Es (4.36)

'2

(4.28)

and it has a maximum at zero temperature and density.
Equations (4.34) and (4.35) give

The corresponding phase diagram in the (T,v) plane is
sketched in Fig. 4.

To obtain the (T,n) diagram, we calculate the fermion
density for 6~0+:

g —gc

Ap((A .

(4.37)

(4.38)

or

n =2Ncn +1 I
(q —r)/T+ ~ (q+&)/T+ ~

(4.29)
As a final remark to this model we calculate the pion-

decay constant f . The detailed derivation has been done
by Govartes, Mandula, and Weyers, so we just state the
final results. For a general potential

&c&f v' mT'

Substituting for v from Eq. (4.28) gives

n= (v, r)'i (v, +2—r ),nfN,

3

(4.30)

(4.31)

g(p)roz ——sing&

Cp+ V(p —q)E&(singzsing~

+cosP~cosPs p g)g(q),

(4.39)

FIG. 4. Critical line in the temperature —chemical-potential
plane. FIG. 5. Critical line in the temperature-density plane.
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g(p)= &(p)

COp

(4.40)

g(p) = 1+ I singing(q)
CFg

2

or using the notation

sing»
(4.42)

and P(p) is a pion-vertex-part form factor. Normaliza-
tion of g(p) is

f =N, f F&sing~g(q) .

For the 5-function potential at zero temperature and den-

sity

without deconfinement.
At zero temperature and finite density, the nature of

the chiral transition is different. It was pointed out re-
cently' that the self-energy of confined quarks is a
triggering mechanism for chiral-symmetry breaking. It is
negative and infrared singular so its main contribution
comes from the low-momentum region. The presence of
additional quarks above the filled Fermi sea makes this
region unavailable and, as the quark density increases, the
effect of the self-energy weakens leading eventually to
chiral-symmetry restoration.

In this section we pursue the calculations of the gap
equation at zero temperature and finite densities for a
purely confining potential

CFSf= 1+ sin qg q

sin
&g(p)=r

COp

(4.43)

(4.44)

V(r)= —err . (5.1)

Calculations will be done numerically and the gap func-
tion will be evaluated for different densities. In this case,
the Fermi distribution factors defined in Sec. III, Eqs.
(3.17)—(3.19) reduce to

2N,f = (y —1).
CFg

To leading order in ho/A

1
1

~Fg~2 2g ge—

(4.45)

(4.46)

n» =e(pF p), —

np
——0,

and the Fermi momentum pF is defined by

COp =Vp

(5.2a)

(5.2b)

(5.2c)

(5.3)

So

or

Nc ho2
(4.47) p sing» =

X (sinPsc~» —sing»costs p g) .

Hence, the gap equation becomes

CF

2 q —SF

(5.4)

Finally, we can relate g and g, :

(4.48)
The fermion density at zero temperature is

n =2Ncnf pF —q (5.5a)

Ffc ~zy2+ 2H fC

8H N,

(4.49)

S,nf
+ PF (5.5b)

This justifies the requirement (4.37) and the whole system
is consistent with the assumption that the relevant scale in
this problem is much bigger than the cutoff distance.

V. GAP EQUATION
FOR THE CONFINING POT&.NTIAL

Previous calculations related to this model indicated
that no chiral-symmetry restoration occurs at finite tem-
perature for the case of a purely confining interaction. s

This is understood easily from the fact that for fixed
string tension, quarks remain confined pmnanently be-
cause the thermal energy never excox4 the binding one.
Furthermore, the gluon dynamics is neglected in this
model, apart from the conjecture that it produces the con-
fining potential between two quarks so the string tension
does not develop the proper temperature dependence.
Hence, the chiral-symmetry restoration annot occur

For completeness, we rewrite the expressions for the order
parameter and the density of pairs in the condensate

&yy) = 2N, J—e(q p, )siny—, , (5 6)

1 —cos
p=2%,nf 8 q —pF 2

(5.7)

The gap equation is free of infrared divergences and we

V( k )
8 ITG'

(kz)2
(5.8)

as a Fourier transform of the potential (5.1). In fact, we
can use (5.8) for the calculations of all the quantities that
represent color singlets. " The angular integration in
(5.4) can be performed analytically and the problem
reduces to a one-dimensional nonlinear integral equation:
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p slnfp = 2CF0' co sin q p p+g 1 1

( 2 2)z+ 2 1 21—
p —04p'q' slnfp cosfq (5.9)

Before solvin thi
'

g this equation, we have to handle the a-
parent singularity of the integrand in (5.9) at = . Bq p oth

vanish at that point p od
'

a
enominator on the ri ht-han

p g llnllt. Hcllcc, 1't lspr ucina a inite 1'

o separate the integration interval (

p . one contalmng a small neighborhood o an
the other containing the rest. In this wan t is way, Eq. (5.9) has a

As can be seen from Fig. 7, ( } oes togoes to zero continu-

der to verif this
ing at t e transition is ssecond order. In or-

dlff bet th t o h
um. t is easy to calculate the roun-

energy once the propa t '
knaga or is own. In our cas 't '

case it is

SE=E 'C—

P(0)=—.
2

' (5.11)

Kz [$]singz+Lz [P]cosgz +M& [P]singz cog~ =0, 5.10

where K, L, and M are functionals of P.
This is solved iteratively using the Gauss-S

'

11,12 in Re . 11. To start with a
ansatz, it is necessary to have a co

ag

of the solution.
ave a correct asymptotic form

At p=0,

= —N~Af P —PF a)p+P p
—COp+P

(5.15)

where s and c are the ground-stagroun -s ate energy densities of thek, Eq. (3.25b),, and co~ is the same quantit

p esents the energy of aor p
——0; i.e., it re res

Using the gap equation, (5.15) can be rewritten as

AS p~ Ix),
5c=2N, nf I 8(p —p )(aP— (5.16)

p sing ~ V(
CF

p) J dqq e(q pz)singq-,

or recalling the defmition of (Pg},

4N,

Note that, since Eq. (5.10) is nonlinear th
(5.13} is important. Th

' '
se s

hi bl d h fo

p~p/V g

(5.12)

(5.13)

(5.14)

The behavior of 5c as a function of and n
'

Fig. 8. We see that th 1

'di '
h

a t e only zero of 5c is a

In Sec
a transition is second order

ec. IV the expression for the pion-deca
was given in Eq. (4.41). ce the gap function is ob-

sity
talned, it is easy to solve Eq. (4.39) for g(p). At zero den-

g (p)p c~~ =sing~

CF+ V P —q sin psin q

makes rr disappear from the gap equation.
The form of the gap function ~1 for s

Fermi momenta is '8
ion ~I& or several values of

cn ls 1Hustratcd 111 Fig. 6. For ca
p~, the solution of the ae gap equation was used to calculate

e or er parameter (Fig. 7}. It was
pzl~cr &0.13 th nl ~P

's es in 'cating that at the density corre-

occurs.

'
al-symmetry restoration

l.0

0.8

0.2

00 0.2 0.4 0.6 0,8 l.0 l. 2 I.P

p/~cr

FIG. 6. Gap function vs momentum.

+cogzcogqp g}

x [g(q) —g(p)] (5.17)

2.0
I I I I

I,8-
l.6—

1.4—

l.2—

I.O—

0.8—

0.6—

04
0.2—

I I I I I

0 2
I I I

2 4 6 8 IO l2 4
2IO pF/Mcr

FIG. 7. Order aparameter as a function of Ferma momentum.
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" -lG

GQ
—l5

(2

-20—

IO l5

IO2pF /~(y.

I

20

However, this discrepancy is not surprising and we
shall argue that it is consistent with our model. In fact,
the disagreement of (fP) and f with experiment indi-
cates that in addition to confining forces, one has to in-
clude the short-distance effects of the quark-antiquark in-
teraction in order to obtain the realistic potential in this
regime. It is not difficult to show that the presence of the
Coulomb potential in the gap equation would produce a
considerable enhancement in the values of physical quan-
tities like f and (itritr). From the general behavior of
g(p) it is clear that since

g(p) &g(0) &1,
it follows that

(5.25)

(5.26)

~ -lO

GO
LA -l5O

This equation places an upper limit on f and we can
examine the influence of a potential upon the order pa-
rameter. From the definition of (Pg) at zero tempera-
ture and density

-20-

0
l I

2

IO nr(~~)~

(~)= — f dq q sings, (5.27)

FIG. 8. Energy density difference as a function of (a) Fermi
momentum (b) density.

and the pion-decay constant is

f,'-X, l sing, g(q) . (5.18)

g (p) is a monotonically decreasing function with its max-
imum at the origin, "and following limiting behavior for
large p:

g(p) ~const X
I'(p)

p
2

When the o dependence is recovered,

f~=0 03M cr . .

(5.19)

(5.20)

If we attempt to calculate the values of physical quanti-
ties, e.g., order parameter and pion-decay constant by
adopting the value of cr from charmonium spectroscopy'
V cr =350 MeV, we amve at

we see that the main contribution to the integral comes
from the large and intermediate q's. For a confining po-
tential, the asymptotic form of Pz for large p is

~const X (5.28}

The addition of the Coulomb interaction will change this
to

~const X
1

p
3

(5.29)

Renormalization effects" will increase the power of p in
(5.29) and the overall effect will be the same as if the
string tension was increased. Thus, this improved form of
potential would produce the higher values of both ($g)
and f . Calculations for a pure Coulomb potential, as
well as our analysis of the extreme short-distance poten-
tial in Sec. IV confirm these expectations.

As for the value of the critical density, it is useful to ex-
amine the density of pairs in the condensate as a function

(~)=(—95 Mev)',

f =11 MeV .

(5.21}

(5.22} xlo
0

These values are too small compared to the experimental
ones

l. 5—

(~ )gxpt ( 250 MeV)

(f~)~p, ——95 MeV .

(5.21a}

(5.22a)

l.O

In addition, the critical Fermi momentum in this case is

(p~),=0.23 fm (5.23)

This value is totally unacceptable bc+ause it is smaller
than the Fermi momentum of a nuclear matter

0
l 0 l5

IO2pF /~g
20

(pF)NM= 1 34 fm ' . (5.24)
FIG. 9. Density of pairs in the condensate p and quark densi-

ty n vs Fermi momentum.
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We see that improvements in the model yielding a better
value of p, and consequently Rz, should enhance (p~)ggjg

considerably.

VI. DISCUSSION AND CONCI. USIONS

0
0 5 l0 l5

lo~ pF/~(7

FIG. 10. Average se aration between the quarks in a pair
1/3~p in units of 1/i po.

of Fermi momentum

1 —co
p =2K,nf q —Pp 2

(5.30)

pc ——(39 MeV)' .
This corresponds to

1/ Vp=5 fm .

(5.31}

(5.32)

This identification of pseudoparticles, defined in Sec.
II, with constituent quarks is necessary in order that the
hadron spectrum be realized in agraxnent with the Gold-
stone theorem and current-algebra predictions. Hence, the
hadron radius has to be bigger than 1/ Wp and in this
model, according to (5.32), it should be at least 5 fm.

The high-density phase transition occurs, essentially,
when nucleons begin to overlap. The critical density is
roughly

This quantity is a scale parameter associated with the
ground state. Its behavior is illustrated in Fig. 9. The
average separation between the quarks in a pair is deter-
mined by 1/3' (Fig. 10). If the quarks move on a scale
smaller than 1/ v p, they do not feel the presence of the
condensate and behave as massless. Conversely, at large
scales (compared to 1/ +p) the symmetry-breaking ef-

fects of the ground state make quarks massive. Finite
quark density introduces a new scale 1/ V n which mea-

sures the average distance between the surrounding
quarks. As the density of surroundin quarks increases, p
decreases; i.e., the length scale 1/ p increases. At the
point where the two scales become comparable, one ex-

pects the theory to regain its underlying chiral symmetry.
Our calculations (Fig. 9) support this analysis.

At zero density, p has its maximum po, and for
V cr =350 MeV it is

Using the Schwinger-Dyson equation we studied the ef-
fect of finite qimrk density upon the chiral-symmetry
brewing within the pairing model of the QCD vacuum.
The presence of quarks amounts to replacing the coupling
constant g or 0 with the momentum-dependent one, gE~
or oF&, where Fz & 1 (Pauli blocking}. Two cases were in-

vestigated, a 5 function and a purely confining potential
and in both cases it was found that at finite densities
chiral symmetry is restored and the pion decouples. How-
ever, the mechanism responsible for the transition is dif-
ferent for the two potentials. For the 5 function it was
demonstrated that chiral-symmetry breaking occurs if the
coupling is bigger than some critical value. Hence, in-
creasing the density, one reduces the coupling, and beyond
the critical density, chiral symmetry is restored. Further-
more, this model showed the possible effects of the ex-
treme short-range forces. On the other hand, in the case
of a confining potential, Pauli blocking affects the self-
energy and eventually stabilizes the symmetric vacuum.
Chiral-symmetry restoration occurs without deconfine-
ment. Using the value v +=350 MeV one obtains values
of physical quantities that are consistently smaller than
the experimental ones.

Results for the Coulomb potential presented in Ref. 7
and the extrapolations between the two cases studied in
this paper suggest that an adequate potential at intermedi-
ate couplings is needed in order to obtain realistic predic-
tions for the critical density as well as for other physical
quantities. Inclusion of explicit symmetry-breaking ef-
fects, i.e., small quark masses, should make the model
more realistic about nuclear physics where it is believed
that the pion mass sets the scale.

It is well known that the additive potential models of
colored quarks predict an unphysical long-range "color
van der W~Js" force between hadrons. ' It would be in-
teresting to see to what extent these forces are affected
(screened'} by the presence of the condensate. A first step
towards understanding this effect would be the calculation
of the effective interaction between constituent quarks.
Work on these problems is in progress.
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