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We develop a new formulation of the quantum mechanics of a relativistic fermion based on the
existence of an extended set of underlying classical coordinates. We enlarge the classical theory to a
superspace built out of ordinary space-time coordinates and a set of Grassmann coordinates which
transform like Majorana spinors and describe a classical spin. We introduce a natural supersym-
metry between the Grassmann and the space-time coordinates. We quantize the theory both canoni-
cally and via a relativistic particle-mechanics path-integral prescription. The quantization of the
motion of the coordinates in the superspace gives rise to the standard Dirac structure of a relativistic
quantum-mechanical particle with spin one-half.

I. INTRODUCTION

Half-integral spin occupies a somewhat anomalous po-
sition in quantum mechanics since, unlike position and
momentum and even unlike integral angular momentum,
it appears to possess no classical analog. For this reason
half-integral spin is generally regarded as being intrinsi-
cally quantum mechanical in origin. Since integral spin
can be introduced into quantum theory by a canonical
quantization of a purely classical spin it would therefore
be of some interest to be able to introduce half-integral
spin into quantum theory by an analogous procedure.

In order to try to find a way to do this we recall how
the standard spin-one-half theory was developed. The
postulates of quantum mechanics replace the real classical
coordinates and momenta q; and p~ (which are ordinary
commuting numbers which obey

e.s —s e =0
for all i,j ) by operators q; and Pj which obey

cle in phase space.
It was noted by Pauli that the angular momentum corn-

mutation relations of Eq. (1.4) also admit of complex
half-integer spin representations in which the operators
additionally also satisfy anticommutation relations (re-
stricting to spin one-half)

g2
StSJ +SJSi —— 5tj2

(1.6)

and have Hilbert-space eigenvectors
l
S,S, ). Unlike the

integral-spin case it is not possible to attach a meaning to
(8,$ l

S,S, ).
Attempts to produce a classical picture of half-integral

spin centered on a mechanical picture of a particle pos-
sessing an intrinsic spin as it rotated about its own axis
(thus unfortunately giving spin its misleading name). For
a point classical electron moving in a circular orbit of ra-
dius r with a period T the angular momentum is given by
L =mvr =2m.mr /T, while the magnetic moment
p=IA =mr e/T, so that

qipj Pj qi t ~~ij (1.2) el.
2m

(1.7)

The observable real classical c numbers q; and pj are then
the eigenvalues of the Hermitian operators q; .and Pj, viz. ,

q lq &=q; lq &, P, lp, &=p;lpj& (1.3)

This quantization of the motion of the classical trajectory
in the p, q phase space in turn entails the quantization of
the components of the angular momentum L=r)&p ac-
cording to

[L;,LJ ]=i Tie,ikLk (1.4)

and leads to the quantization of integral spin, with the as-
sociated

l
l, m ) eigenvectors being given in the coordinate

representation by the spherical harmonics, viz. ,

(8,$ ll, m) = I", (8,$) . (1.5)

Thus the quantization of position, momentum, and in-
tegral angular momentum is completely canonical, and
has a direct connection to the motion of a classical parti-

Thus the mechanical picture predicts a gyromagnetic ratio
for spin equal to one. Experimentally the g factor is close
to two, and so the mechanical picture was ruled out.
Moreover, it was laid to rest completely when Dirac cal-
culated the correct g factor from his wave equation, thus
establishing both the relativistic and the quantum-
mechanical nature of spin.

Since Dirac's work it has generally been thought that
half-integral spin is intrinsically quantum mechanical and
that it possesses no classical analog. However, the above
discussion of the g factor and the lack of any meaning to
(8,$ lS,S, ) only in fact indicate that there is no ap-
propriate classical limit which can be associated with a
motion in coordinate space. The analysis does not pre-
clude tnotion in some other type of classical space. In
particular, noting the connection between Eqs. (1.2) and
(1.1), the anticommutation relations of Eqs. (1.6) suggest
looking at spaces whose coordinates obey
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aiPg+P~a; —0 . (1.8)

Such spaces exist and are nonempty. They were first
studied by Grassmann and are known as Grassmann
spaces with the a; and P~ being the Grassmann coordi-
nates. In this paper we shall construct and study such a
space and show that the quantization of the motion of a
classical Grassmann particle in Grassmann space leads to
the standard Dirac theory of a spin-one-half particle.
Thus just as the existence of quantization of energy ob-
liged us to change the space appropriate for physics from
coordinate space to Hilbert space, we see that the ex-
istence of half-integral spin requires us to extend the space
of classical theory to include Grassmann space as well.

In setting up an appropriate classical Grassmann space
we need to specify how the Grassmann coordinates
transform under Lorentz transformations. Since classical
physics deals with real quantities only, we must require
that the Grassmann coordinates only acquire a real phase
under an arbitrary Lorentz transform, and that they be
Hermitian in the Grassmann space itself. Thus it is im-
mediately suggested' to introduce a set of four Grassmann
coordinates g„(@=0,1,2, 3), which transform the same
way under the Lorentz group as the space-time coordi-
nates xz [i.e., according to the real D( —,', —,

'
) vector repre-

sentation] and which obey

(1.9)

for all p, v. A canonical quantization of Eq. (1.9) would
replace the coordinates by Hilbert-space operators
which obey

F~S.+kA~ =2&g, (1.10)

in an appropriate normalization. This is initially very en-
couraging since the g„satisfy the same algebra as the
Dirac gamma matrices yz, viz. ,

'Yp'Yv+Tv'V p=2gp, v .

However, the difficulty with Eq. (1.10) is that it admits of
no analog to Eq. (1.3}. Specifically, according to Eq.
(1.10) each g& obeys g&

——+iii. Hence the eigenvalues of
g„could not be the g'„Grassmann numbers of Eq. (1.9)
since they obey $„=0. We must therefore seek another
set of coordinates.

Now it was noted by Majorana that the real SO(3,1;R)
Lorentz group actually adinits of two inequivalent real ir-
reducible four-dimensional representations, namely the
above D ( —,', —,

'
) representation and also one other represen-

tation, the Majorana representation, which transforms like
D( —,',0)D(0, —, ) and acts on Hermitian Majorana spi-
nors P (a = 1,2, 3,4). For such Majorana spinors

/~Cog~ is Lorentz invariant, where C~p is the transposi-
tion matrix for the Dirac gamma matrices. Since C p is
antisymmetric, f~C~~P~ is only nonzero if the com-
ponents of g anticommute with each other, and so the
Majorana spinorp are just the natural candidates that we
are seeking for our desired Grassmann coordinates. Thus
our classical Grassmann space will be built out of an-
ticomrnuting Majorana spinors. For such Majorana spi-
nors we will find that it is possible to construct an analog

of Eq. (1.3) and effect a complete canonical quantization.
It is important to note here the role played by the rela-

tivistic Minkowski metric. Specifically, the four-
dimensional rotation group SO(4;R} only admits one real
irreducible four-dimensional representation, namely, the
one which acts on the four space coordinates. (The Ma-
jorana representation would become complex under the
change in the metric. ) Thus the existence of the real Ma-
jorana representation is intimately connected with the
Minkowski nature of the metric. Thus, unlike the Dirac
(or Pauli) theories, spinors already enter our theory prior
to quantization.

The viewpoint that we are developing here is based on
the primacy of particles and coordinates over waves and
fields. Specifically, we first specify a classical particle
mechanics described by the motion of classical coordi-
nates x& and g under an A-independent Lagrangian and
then quantize it. We never refer to fields g (x„) at all
with f~ being independent of and on an equal footing
with x„. To effect the actual quantization of the classi-
cal theory it is convenient to use Feynman's path-integral
forinulation of quantum mechanics. To this end we note
that there are two main cases in which pat¹integral
quantization is usually considered in the literature.
Specifically, Feynman path-integral quantization is usual-
ly only applied either to nonrelativistic classical particles
or to relativistic first-quantized fields. In the nonrelativis-
tic case we start with purely classical particles whose La-
grangian (mx /2) is purely classical, and then interfere
the various paths via the path integration to obtain the
nonrelativistic quantum propagator. In this first quanti-
zation (particles into waves) the only reference to Planck's
constant is in the explicit fi factor in the iSci /i' phase as-
sociated with each path. In the relativistic case we start
with c-number fields (i.e., fields whose commutators or
anticommutators are independent of fi) but use a Lagrang-
ian (Klein-Gordon or Dirac) which depends on fi explicit-
ly, i.e., we start with a theory which is already first quan-
tized. The path integration over the c-number fields then
yields the relativistic quantum propagator to give a second
quantization (fields into particles) of the theory. Thus, in
the main the literature appears to ignore a possible relativ-
istic first quantization of purely classical particle coordi-
nates which obey relativistic kinematics and possess a
purely classical (i.e., fi independent) Lagrangian. For our
Grassmann Majorana spinor coordinates such a formula-
tion is crucial and the bulk of the work in this paper will
be in setting up and then actually integrating the ap-
propriate Feynman path integral. To this end in turn we
will need first to develop the path-integration formalism
for the relativistic space-time coordinates x„.

The present paper is therefore organized as follows.
First, in Sec. II, we study the Feynman path-integration
prescription for the coordinates x& by developing a five-
diinensional formalism. The actual path integration then
yields the Klein-Gordon propagator. In Sec. III we study
the path-integral quantization of the pure Grassmann sec-
tor of the theory, and then in Sec. IV present its canonical
quantization. In Sec. V we study the Feynman path-
integral quantization in the complete superspace of the
combined Majorana spinor and space-time sectors of the
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theory to obtain the Dirac propagator. Finally, in Sec. VI
we present some general comments on our work. We have
already presented some of our results briefly and in this
paper we give the details.

II. FEYNMAN PATH INTEGRATION
FOR SPACE- TIME COORDINATES

In this section we quantize the relativistic classical
mechanics of the four space-time coordinates by path in-
tegration. Our philosophy here and throughout will be to
first identify the correct underlying classical particle
theory by constructing the space of paths needed to apply
Hamiltons variational principle in the classical theory,
and to then integrate over the self-same set of paths in or-
der to obtain the quantum propagator. Thus all the re-
quisite information needed to specify the measure for the
Feynman path integral must be contained in the classical
theory and Planck's constant must only enter via the
iScL/R phase factor associated with each classical path.

The usual classical action for a free spinless relativistic
particle is

S=—m fds= —m fdt(1 —v )'~ (2.1)

Its noncovariant variation with respect to x(t) gives the
equation of motion vs~=const (ST denotes stationary).
For the purposes of path integration we will need a co-
variant measure which treats x and t equivalently and so
we must rewrite the action in a more convenient form. To
this end we express the Hamiltonian form of the action,
Viz. ,

S=fdt[p v (p. +—m )'i ], (2.2)

where p=BW/Bv in the manifestly covariant form [here
and throughout we use the metric gz„——(1,—1,—1, —1)]

S=— ds pp (2.3)

dx" (7 ) p (r)p (r)™S= dr —p (r) +"
d~ 2m

(2.4)

Trajectories in the 5-space are given by the sets of func-
tions x„(r) and p„(r). While there is a connection be-
tween x and t for the stationary path associated with the
4-space action of Eq. (2.1), we note that for the arbitrary
4-space path x and t are independent, and we thus need

Though now covariant the above action is a constrained
action since ds=dt(l —v )'~ is the proper time interval
and po ——(p +m )' . Since we would like to be able to
perform a free covariant variation to obtain the equations
of motion in the classical theory we must remove these
constraints. Thus we shall reinterpret the action as an ac-
tion in the five-dimensional space introduced by Feyn-
man and Nambu in which ds is replaced by a Lorentz
scalar parameter d~ which can then be varied indepen-
dently of dxz (dr is thus not the proper time), in which

po is allowed to vary independently of p, and in which an
extra (p —m )/2m kinetic energy term is introduced.
With these requirements our new 5-space action takes the
form

(xf —x; )
vs+=

(tf t;)— (2.6)

is constant as it should be. Additionally we note that vs&
is independent of T. Thus all values of T lead to the usu-
al classical minimum associated with the action of Eq.
(2.1) with the magnitude of T thus being unobservable.
The parameter T is thus only a convenient intermediate
parameter and must be integrated out in the 5-space
path-integral measure. Finally, we note that in the sta-
tionary path the stationary action takes the value

m (xp —xp )
Ssr =—

2T
(2.7)

Now while r is not the proper time for the arbitrary path
we can still identify it with the proper time for the sta-
tionary path. Thus if we were to normalize T to the sta-
tionary proper time by setting (xf& —x„') =T, we would

then recover the constraint (pz ) =m . Additionally the
stationary action would take the value Ss~ ———mT, so
that we would then also recover the standard value for
Ss~ that would be obtained by varying the action of Eq.
(2.1) noncovariantly with respect to x(t). This then nor-
malizes the value of the coefficient of the (p —m ) term
in Eq. (2.4) to 1/2m.

To obtain the Feynman propagator we now simply in-
tegrate back over all the paths needed for the 5-space vari-
ation, viz. ,

G f( x, T)=6 (xf, T;x„',0)

= f [dx][dp]exp(iS/fi) . (2.8)

To perform the explicit integration it is convenient to
parametrize the arbitrary coordinate path in terms of the
stationary path and a complete basis which vanishes at
the end points, viz. ,

OO

x&(r) =x& (r)+ g a&sin (2.9)
T

some additional parameter to specify the arbitrary path.
The parameter ~ then serves this purpose. The parameter
7 serves to parametrize covariant trajectories x&(r) just as
the ordinary time t serves to parametrize trajectories x(t)
in nonrelativistic classical mechanics. Indeed, while the
5-space action is Lorentz covariant in the four-
dimensional space associated with the x& and p& vari-
ables, it is not five-dimensionally covariant in the full 5-
space x& and v variables, but rather it is "nonrelativistic"
in ~.

Having now specified the 5-space action we vary it free-
ly in a Lorentz-covariant manner between end points
(x&, r=O) and (x&, a=T). The independent phase-space
variations of x&(r) and p&(r) yield the equations of
motion

(xf —x' )r
xAT(r) = P P +x'

(2.5)
m (xp x~)f i

p„(r)=
T

In the stationary path the ordinary velocity 3-vector
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Here the variation coefficients a~ can take on all values
between —Oo and + 00 ~ In order to parametrize the arbi-
trary momentum path we recall that while p& is defined
as mx& for each path x&(r) in a Lagrangian formulation,
in a Hamiltonian formulation of the action principle
p&(r} is varied independently of x„(~) Si.nce the momen-
tum is not constrained at the end points of the motion the
arbitrary momentum path can be parametrized as

p„(z)=p„(z)+ g b„"cos
n=0

(2.10)

Here the coefficients b~ can take on all values between
—oo and + ao. Because of the different boundary condi-
tions we obtain one extra set of coefficients, the n =0
terms, for p&(r). For the arbitrary path the action is
readily evaluated as

Tg02 Tb n2

S=SsT+ 2" + g2m l 4m
n~yn p,

pQn (2.11)

xg g f" . f" db„'d „"db„", (2.»)
p, n=l

where the irrelevant normalization constant A is a pure
number. Because of the one extra set of dbms integrations
the measure is noi dimensionless. Since the arbitrary ac-
tion of Eq. (2.11) is quadratic the path integration can be
performed analytically to yield (for a suitable choice of A)

G,gx, T)= i . —exp(iSsT/fi),
2m AT

(2.13)

With this form for the action we confirm that under arbi-
trary variations of the a„" and b„", SsT is indeed the sta-
tionary action.

In terms of the coefficients a& and b& the path-
integration measure is given by

4(N+ 1)

f [dx][dp] =A lim
1

2
TG p, T

2A (p~ —m +i@}
(2.16)

which we recognize as the Klein- Gordon propagator. As
well as obtaining the required Klein-Gordon propagator
of a free spinless particles of mass m we note that we
have also obtained the correct i e prescription. Indeed,
this prescription follows naturally in our formulation
since forward propagation in T involves both forward and
backward propagation in ordinary time t (see Refs. 4 and
5); just as in ordinary nonrelativistic quantum mechanics
forward propagation in t involves forward and backward
propagation in X. Hence our theory is a one-body theory
in the fifth coordinate T but is many body in the Lorentz
coordinates x&. Quantum fields are thus not necessary to
describe particle creation and annihilation.

It is of interest to compare our analysis with that given
by Feynman. Feynman used a first-quantized approach
based on an A-dependent Klein-Gordon equation in which
the important factor exp( —imT/2irt) in the path-, integral
action was obtained by imposing a quantization eigen-
value condition in T space. Specifically, Feynman intuit-
ed the existence of a quantum-mechanical 5-space with a
wave function P(x&, T) which satisfied

B' B' O' B'
P(x„,T)

Bx By Bz Bt

(2.17)

By analogy with the path-integral formulation of ordinary
nonrelativistic quantum mechanics he then obtained a 5-
space propagator

2

able T. Since the proper time ds is intrinsically positive
and since the S-space theory is nonrelativistic in T, we
must only consider positive values for dr and T T. hus we
obtain, finally [using a convenient dimensionless integra-
tion measure which takes into account the normalization
of Eq. (2.20) below],

where SsT is given by Eq. (2.7). The —i(m/2mifiT)2 fac-
tor is due to the db„ integrations. Performing a four-
dimensional Fourier transform to ordinary momentum
space yields the dimensionless propagator Q exp

l'm(x~ —xp)
2AT

D (x„,T;x&,0)= i 8(T)—
2m AT

(2.18)

G(p, T)=fd (xf x')Ggx, T)exp[tp. —(x x')/fi]—which obeys the differential equation (f refers to the final
xf)

i (p m)T-=exp (2.14)

which we recognize as being of the form

A2i' — B„B~y D(xf, T;x„',0)=i%5(T)5 (xf x') . —
BT 2m

iHci. (p) T
G(p, T)=exp

A
(2.15)

Here Hcr (p) is the classical Hamiltonian associated with
the action of Eq. (2.4).

As such G(p, T) would be the propagator associated
with nonrelativistic (in T) quantum mechanics in the 5-
space with T serving as the "time" interval. However,
our interest is in recovering the usual Minkowski theory
and so, as discussed earlier, we integrate out the unobserv-

(2.19)

[This differential equation thus differs from the one asso-
ciated with the G,gx, T) propagator of Eq. (2.13), viz. ,

f2i' — cA~& G,gx—, T)=i%5(T)5 (xf x')—
BT 2m " f 2

(2.20)
because of the extra mG~gx, T)/2 factor. ] Feynman then
projected out the dependence on T in Eq. (2.17) by defin-
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ing

P(xz) =f dT P(x&, T)exp( —imT/2A') (2.21)

dimensional momentum and position operators. Conse-
quently, the canonical commutation relations of Eq. (1.2)
must be extended to the covariant

xpP~ —P~p = —lAgp~ . (2.23)

D (x&~,x& ) = — d T D (x~~, T;x&,0)exp —™T

(2.22)

The four-dimensional wave function P(xz) satisfies the
Klein-Gordon equation, while the ordinary four-
dimensional Fourier transform of D(x&~,x„') of Eq. (2.22)
gives the Klein-Cxordon propagator of Eq (2. .16). In
Feynman's approach the eigenvalue condition of Eq.
(2.21) was introduced a priori by hand because of the re-
quirement that P(xz ) obey the first-quantized Klein-
Gordon equation. In our approach, on the other hand, no
such knowledge of the structure of the first-quantized
theory is required, with all the relevant information being
contained in the underlying classical theory. Our analysis
thus serves to complement Feynman's work.

In order to get some further insight into the role of this
fifth coordinate T we recall Nambu's analysis. In a co-
variant relativistic quantum mechanics the energy and the
time become quantum operators since they transform as
Lorentz 4-vectors together, respectively, with the three-

(2.25)

Thus for the particular case where the quantum-
mechanical Hamiltonian H is given by

(p„p "—m')
(2.26)H

2m

inserting complete sets of eigenstates of the momentum
operator P„ into Eq. (2.25) yields

Since the time is an operator some other quantity has to
be introduced to parametrize the dynamics, namely T,
with T being the nonrelativistic variable associated with a
five-dimensional Schrodinger equation. In terms of the
associated five-dimensional wave function g(x&, T) a
four-dimensional wave function is then defined as

P(x„)=f dTQ(x~, T) (2.24)

so that the four-dimensional propagator is given by

G(x~~;x„')= — f dT 8(T)(x~~
~
exp( iHT/A—)

~ xq ).

G( J' '
)

im ~
dTO(T) d p ' ci. P tp (x x')—

(2~~)' (2.27)

Since Eq. (2.27) gives the same propagator as that of Eq.
(2.16) we thus establish the complete equivalence between
integrating out T in the wave function using quantum-
mechanical information [i.e., Eq. (2.24)] and integrating
out T in the path-integral measure using classical infor-
mation [the redundancy in T in fixing the classical
minimum in Eq. (2.6)].

We thus see the need for a fifth coordinate in both the
classical theory (where it serves to parametrize the varia-
tional paths required for Hamilton's principle) and the
quantum theory (where it serves to parametrize the
dynamics of operators and states). Since Feynman's
path-integral prescription forms a bridge between classical
and quantum mechanics it is thus natural that the param-
eter T will play a role in both theories. As we noted ear-
lier it is only for the stationary classical path that we may
identify T with the proper time of classical special rela-
tivity. In the path-integral language the nonstationary
classical paths represent fluctuations. in v. space around
the proper time, It is thus the interference of the fluctua-
tions around the proper time which produces the quantum
mechanics, with its Schrodinger equation then being
parametrized by the same parameter T.

Dirac spinor fields g (x) which are tensor representations
of the Lorentz group which depend on both spin and
space. Additionally, a first-quantized A'-dependent Dirac
Lagrangian (with inverse length scale mc/A') is used to
describe the dynamics. It is our wish here to describe spin
one-half by classical coordinates rather than by quantum
fields. As we noted in the Introduction the 4-vector g& is
not suitable for this purpose, and so we turn instead to the
Majorana spinors g~.

In his study of the Dirac equation Majorana construct-
ed a real representation of the Lorentz-group commuta-
tion algebra

[~+~~pa] gpp~vn+gvp~po gpcr~pv+gvo~pp (3.1)

y2=
0 02 o1 0

—o.
2 0 ' 0 o.

1
(3.2)

by finding a basis for the gamma matrix algebra of Eq.
(1.11) in which the gamma matrices are all pure imagi-
nary, viz. ~

r

0 o2 o3 0
o.2 0 ' ~' 0 o.3

III. GRASSMANN MAJORANA SPINORS
0 C=

o2

0 o2

o2 0
In this section we introduce the Grassmann coordinates

appropriate to fermions and quantize their dynamics. We
recall that the usual discussion of spin one-half deals with

[The matrix C in Eq. (3.2) transposes the y„according to
C 'y&C= —y&.] Consequently, in the Majorana basis
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the Lorentz generators X&„(=y&y„/2) are purely real
With

0
1~01= 2 lX)

1

0 &o2= z

0
0 1

0 0'3

cr3 0

0 o3
—cr3 0

0 —o)
0

1

&~2= 2 0)

l

0

0

(3.3)

(3.4)

where the rotation angles co&„are real. The Hermitian and
anti-Hermitian parts of a general Lorentz spinor thus
transform independently, with a Hermitian Majorana spi-
nor then transforming irreducibly under the real Lorentz
group. Majorana spinors are thus suitable candidates for
classical coordinates.

Altogether the Lorentz group admits of two real four-
dimensional irreducible representations, namely the Ma-
jorana one and also the standard one which acts on the
coordinates x&. The coordinate representation leaves in-
variant x g&„x while the Majorana one leaves invariant

and furnish a four-dimensional irreducible representation
of the real Lorentz SO(3, 1) group. Under a Lorentz
transformation an arbitrary Lorentz-group spinor
transforms as

the algebra of Eq. (3.1). From the point of view of coor-
dinate space we call x& the vector representation and g&
the metric. Hence, from the point of view of Grassmann .

space we can think of P~ as the "vector" representation in
that space and C p as the "metric. " The Lorentz group
may be realized in two distinct spaces, namely coordinate
space and Grassmann space, and there is no a priori
reason why one is any more fundamental than the other.
Spinless particles only exist in coordinate space while spin
one-half particles exist in both spaces simultaneously.

While on an equal footing with the coordinates xz the
Majorana spinors are distinct from and independent of the
x&, so that P~ is not a function of x&. In order to discuss
the dynamics of f~ the spinors will have to depend on
some parameter, and so we are led again to our fifth coor-
dinate, the Lorentz scalar parameter r, with g then being
a function of ~. Thus r will provide the bridge between
x& and g~ to link coordinate space and Grassmann space
dynamics.

To complete our description of the underlying classical
theory we must still specify the actual set of coordinates
which are to be associated with physical particles such as
the electron. For a single Hermitian Grassmann Majora-
na spinor the Lorentz vector current P Cy„f is zero iden-
tically because of the antisymmetry properties of Eq. (3.6),
so that a single g would have no coupling to elec-
tromagnetism. An axial-vector current is allowed and
yields the only available Hermitian coupling to the
momentum, viz. ,

Q~C~pgp= i p(gg+—i p2p3 i p3$2+—i p4g, . (3.5)
(3.7)

Since C~p is antisymmetric, the coordinates g~ must
therefore anticommute according to

4A'p+4p4 =0. (3.6)

The Majorana spinors must thus be Grassmann numbers,
and they are thus the natural coordinates needed for Eq.
(1.8). Further, if the anticommuting components of g~
are all Hermitian in the Grassmann space the quantity
g C pgp will be Herrnitian also. The square root of —1,
while foreign to the classical coordinate space associated
with real x&, is thus naturally present in the classical
Grassmann space associated with Hermitian g~. Finally,
with the anticommutator of the Grassmann number P
,with the Grassmann derivative operator 8/Bgp being 5 p,
we thus see that the generators

furnish a differential operator representation of the
Lorentz algebra of Eq. (3.1). This is then the Grassmann
spinor analog of the ordinary coordinate differential
x„B„—x„B&representation of the Lorentz group.

In the usual discussion of the Lorentz group we look
for the most general set of transformations in coordinate
space which leave the length x"g&~ invariant and obtain
the algebra of Eq. (3.1). We then look for other represen-
tations of the algebra. We now see that we could instead
just as well have started with the invariance structure of
P~C~pgp in a Grassmann space and still have gotten to

(up to an irrelevant chiral rotation on g ). However, the
mass shell associated with Eq. (3.7) is the tachyonic space-
like mass spectrum p +.m =0. With the use of two
Hermitian spinors we can construct both a nontrivial elec-
tromagnetic current and timelike solutions. Thus we
must associate the physical electron with not one but two
Hermitian Majorana Grassmann spinors, f (r) and P(r),
which we shall combine into the conventional Dirac form
of g(r) and g(r) by identifying

g(r)=P (~)+i+(~) .

Our theory thus has the same number of degrees of free-
dom as the standard Dirac theory. In our 5-space formal-
ism then the complete description of a classical electron is
the set of 12 coordinates x&(r), f~(r), and g~(r). Before
discussing the full dynamics based on all these coordinates
we turn first to a discussion of the dynamics of the pure
Grassmann sector.

Hamilton's principle for the spin kinetic energy of the
pure Grassmann sector requires us to vary the action be-
tween fixed end points (g', g', 0) and (g~, g~, T). Since
the initial and final values of the Grassmann coordinates
are to be independent, the equation of motion for 1t~(~)
must be second order in ~, so that the Lagrangian cannot
be of the familiar Dirac gf form. By analogy with
mx /2 we instead take as our action

S=fIdr g(r)g(r) . (3 8)

In this action f is an ordinary commuting number and
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carries a dimension. It is the analog for Grassmann coor-
dinates of the mass parameter m and serves the same pur-
pose. Nothing appears to be known about the value or the
dimension of the parameter f. In terms of the dimension
off the dimension of ga(r) is given by

1/2
[action] X [r] (3.9)[]

Similarly, canonical conjugates for P (r) and f (r), viz. ,

so that in the stationary path

SsT ——
T (3.15)

g (r) =f (r)+ g P"sin
T

By complete analogy to Eqs. (2.9) and (2.10) we
parametrize the arbitrary ~-space path by

n. (r)= . =fP (r),
Bent (r)

7r (r)= . =ff (r),
Bg (r)

(3.10) f (r)=P (r)+ gP"sin
n =1

(3.16)

have dimension

[action] )& [f]
[rl

1/2

(3.11)

Thus the dimension of Pm type products is that of the ac-
tion and is independent of the dimension of f.

It is possible to avoid the introduction of a new parame-
ter f if we instead take for the action

m (r)=rr (r)+ gy"cos
0 T

Tr (r)=m. (r)+ g y "cos
n=0

r

where P", P", y", and y" are mutually anticommuting
Grassmann numbers which obey

S=Tfdry(r)y(r) . (3.12) f dP l3p D25 „5 p——,

Then g (r) and m (r) have the same spinor dimension of
[action]'~ as the spinors in the standard Dirac theory.
This possibility is very intriguing since we can then intro-
duce A' into classical physics as the dimension of a coordi-
nate. The quantization of the theory is then in units of
this same A. We shall consider both actions in this paper
treating the quantization of the f-dependent action of Eq.
(3.8) first so as to not lose generality.

In terms of the canonical conjugates of Eq. (3.10) the
Hamiltonian form of the action of Eq. (3.8) is

fdy yp D5 „5p. ——
(3.17)

S=S, —Ty y +g —Ty y
f „=1 2f

[D and D are dimensionful parameters which are intro-
duced to carry the dimensions of g (r) and m (r), respec-
tively. ] In the arbitrary path the action takes the form

S=fdr P(r)n(r)+%. (r)g(r)— (3.13)

Varying the action between its end points gives the equa-
tions of motion

(PIIyII+y IIPII) (3 18)

~sr( )
ia la

+'9a

Qa Var( — ')
T

f (rim ria)—
17a T

(3.14)

Variation of S then confirms Eq. (3.15).
The Feynman path-integral prescription enables us to

introduce a quantum propagator via

Gf(ri, ri, T)=6 (rifa, riaf, T;ria, ria, 0)

=g(T)f [df][dg][d~][dm]exp(iSIA) . .

(3.19)

f Qa gaia

T
In terms of the Grassmann variation parameters the
path-integral measure is given by

' 8(N+1)

f [dg][dg][dn][dri]=8 lim
1

N~oo

N~ ~ f fdy.'dy'. dP~P."dy."dy.",
a n=1

(3.20)
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where the irrelevant normalization constant 8 is a pure
number. To check the Lorentz invariance of the measure
we note that

(p C ppp) =8/($2($3/4 (3.21)

g4 T4
Gyri, q, T)=e(T) „,e xp(iSs T/A),D16f4 (3.22)

where SsT is given in Eq. (3.15). Finally, a Grassmann
Fourier-space propagator may also be defined via

according to Eqs. (3.5) and (3.6). Thus dy~&dpzdy~qdyq,
etc., are Lorentz scalars as required. Because. of the sim-
ple form of the arbitrary action in Eq. (3.18) the path in-
tegration can be performed analytically and yields [for a
suitable choice of 8 which absorbs a dimensionless
(DDT)' ' +" factor]

tated by Lorentz covariance, so that just like the commu-
tation relation [x&,P„]= i—fig» we see again that in the
Grassmann space C p serves as the metric. Unlike the

anticommutators of Eq. (1.10) which are symmetric
in the p, v indices, the Majorana anticommutators are an-
tisymmetric in the a,P indices. This will enable us below
to construct an eigenspectrum for f (w) and &~(r) analo-

gous to that of Eq. (1.3). In terms of g(r) and Tr(7) we
may rewrite the anticommutation relations of Eq. (4,1) as

[f~(r),$p(w) J =i A5~p,
(42)

[f (~),np(r)) .= ifi5—p.
The quantum Hamiltonian associated with the action of

Eq. (3.13) is

G(n, m, T)=fd (waif gj)d (T)f 7J')Gjf(YJ g T)
r

i (gf g;)m —im(gf g;—)
Q exp

(3.23)

%(r)&(~)

d& (~) =0,
d~

so that the Heisenberg equations of motion are

dg (~)
d7

(4.3)

where we normalize according to

d g~gp —D 5~p
2

f dmnp=D .5 .p,
and yields

(3.24)

dg (w) fr (w)

dr f
d& (~) =0

d'T

(4.4)

We solve these equations in terms of initial v=0 values

g, g,&,%. to obtain

G(m, m, T)=8(T)exp

We recognize G(m. ,m, T) as being of the form

iHcL(n. , m-) T
G(m.,%, T) =8(T)exp

fi

(3.25)

(3.26) The initial values then satisfy

(4.5)

where Hcz(m. ,Tr) is the classical Hamiltonian associated
with the action of Eq. (3.13).

Thus the Feynman path-integral prescription for the
Grassmann coordinates leads us to a familiar form for the
propagator Havin. g now found the Feynman propagator
in r space we shall next obtain some further insight into
its significance by rederiving it via canonical quantization.

IV. CANONICAL QUANTIZATION
OF GRASSMANN SPINORS

[f,~p) =ifi5 p,

[P~,&pJ = —i A5~p,

(4.6)

as required of an equal-r anticommutator.
Having removed the explicit r dependence from the

operators we next construct their eigenstates. In terms of
mutually anticommuting Grassmann spinors g~, g~, o.~,
and o.~ we seek states which obey

In this section we canonically quantize the Grassmann
spinors. In a canonical quantization we reinterpret the
Majorana spinors and their conjugates as operators in Hil-
bert space, and by correspondence with the Poisson brack-
ets associated with (P,np) and (g~,~p) postulate the
equa1-~ anticommutators

[P~(r),&p(r) ] =ifiC~p,
(4.1)

(~),mp(r) }=ifiC~p

with all other equal-~ anticommutators vanishing. The
presence of the factor C~p in the anticommutators is dic-

o o =o o o m& o o =o' o o
(4.7)

Such states can then be used to construct the Gf( ri, g, T)
propagator of Eq. (3.19). Ignoring spinor indices we see
that we are essentially trying to construct eigenstates of
creation and annihilation operators o. and u which obey
aa +a a=1. Since a =(at)2=0 the eigenvalues of a
and a~ must be Grassmann numbers with both a and a~
being representable as Hilbert space operators of the gen-
eric form

~ p)p(p ~
. Consequently the operators a and at

anticommute with all Grassmann numbers. Eigenstates
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of a and o. may be constructed by analogy with position
and momentum coherent states. In terms of the Fock
vacuum which a annihilates according to a

I
0) =0 we

readily construct

a
I p) =ae r

I
0) =a(1+a p) I

0)
=P

I o& =p(1 ~a'p)
I 0) =p

I p) (4.8)

a'I p'& =a'e "a'I o& =a'( 1 —
i 'a)a'I o& = —a's 'I o& =s 'a'I o& =i '( 1 —io'a)a'I o&=p'I '& (4.9)

$ aIO) =0, &a I
0) =0

and eigenstates

(4.10)

using the Grassmann properties p =(p ) =0.
Given these eigenstates of a and a the generalization

to the Majorana spinors is straightforward. We define a
vacuum via

(cr,o Iri, rj) =
]8 i (rio+crrI)exp

DD

and are complete according to

g f I &,»d&~&.(&,& I
=1,

a

(4.13)

(4.14)

1
I rj, r)) = expD8

(4.11)

I
cr,o)= exp . frl%p p 4I 0) . .fi i (ltrcr+ o P)

D8

By use of the anticommutators of Eq. (4.6) it is then
straightforward to show that these states satisfy Eq. (4.7).
The states are normalized to Grassmann delta functions,
viz. ,

G,~= ( 'q~, U~, T
I 7i ~ li, 0 )

=8(T) (r)I,re I
exp( iHTIfi)

I
ri;—, rI; ),

where H is given by

(4.15)

1

gS, Q f Io,o)der do (cr, cr
I
=1.

The above relations are completely analogous to the usual
ones for the position and momentum eigenstates of Eq.
(1.3) (which have Dirac delta-function normalization and
plane waves for the (p I q ) scalar products), and thus we
see that we have constructed a canonical quantization
analogous to the usual one for p and q.

To complete our discussion of the canonically quan-
tized theory we calculate the propagator

8

(o', cr
'

I
cr, cr) = ff (cr —o ' )(o —o.' ) .

D 16

They satisfy

(4.12)
(4.16)

according to Eqs. (4.3) and (4.5). Inserting complete sets
of eigenstates of & and rr into Eq. (4.15) yields

Gf=&(T) „„II II fd ad .'d old-,( . -'-)( — ') —pD16D32 a p
T

&4T lf (ri~ —ri; )(rr~ —ri; )
=e(T) l6 4 expD16f4

i ( rjycT +cT Y/y )

fi

iooT l (7Jicr+cTrI& )

fif A'

(4.17)

which we recognize as Eq. (3 22). We thus check the consistency between Feynman path integration in Grassmann space
and canonical quantization.

Further insight into the structure of the quantized theory may be obtained by rewriting the propagator of Eq. (3.22) as

g8
Ggri, rj, T)=6(T) fd mfd ~exp.

i (Tire~ rI; )rr iver(ri~—r);)—
(4.18)

c) 1 . c)

c)Va
Ggy(rj, rI, T)

This propagator satisfies the differential equation
I

Grassmann variables. Additionally, we may define a
wave function g(rj, rl, T) which satisfies a Schrodinger
equation

= ih'5(T)g(g —g
' )(rI rI' )/D'—(4.19) a 1 . a

dT f c)rIa

a—iR
c)'Qa

f(rI, ri, T) =0 .

Recognizing a Grasslnann-space delta function, we see
that Eq. (4.19) is thus a Green's-function equation for (4.20)



32 CLASSICAL SPIN AND ITS QUANTIZATION

Noting that the canonical anticommutators of Eqs. (4.6)
admit of a differential operator representation

x —Ut t —ux /c 2x~
(1—u /c )' (1—v /c )' (5.2)

77~ ———ti', Tr~ =1A
where c is the velocity of light, and hence transform as

x~x —Ut, t —+t (5.3)

Eq. (4.20) inay be reexpressed as

i' H—g(ri, q, T) =0 . (4.22)

U. THE COMPLETE SUPERSPACE PROPAGATOR

So far we have constructed the propagators associated
with the separate space-time and Grassmann sectors of
the theory. In this section we shall construct the propaga-
tor associated with the full x"(~), g (~), and g (~) classi-
cal theory by using a Lagrangian which also contains
cross terms between the space-time and Grassmann coor-
dinates. Initially there is a great deal of freedom in choos-
ing such a Lagrangian. In order to restrict the structure
of the Lagrangian we will therefore impose some addi-
tional symmetries. Specifically, we shall extend the
Galilean (in r) invariance of the space-time sector of Sec.
II to the Grassmann -sector as well. Additionally, noting
that we have been treating the space-time and Grassmann
coordinates in our work in a completely analogous
fashion, we shall introduce some symmetry between them.
Thus we shall interpret the full-space-time, Grassmann
manifold as a superspace and introduce some supersym-
metry transformations which mix the space-time and
Grassmann coordinates. As we shall see, the imposition
of the Galilean symmetry and of the supersymmetry, both
of which are natural in our model, will completely specify
the structure of the full superspace Lagrangian.

We discuss first the Galilean invariance. In the space-
time sector the coordinate-space form of the phase-space
action of Eq. (2.4), i.e.,

m dxl (&) dxl'(~)
2 d1 dV

m

2
(5.1)

was constructed to be invariant under Lorentz transfor-
mations on the four xi'(~) coordinates. However, our ac-
tion is also nonrelativistic in the fifth coordinate w, and is
thus additionally Galilean invariant in the larger x&, v 5-
space. It is our wish to extend this Gahlean invariance to
the Grassmann Majorana spinor sector as well. As we
shall see, this will have nontrivial implications for our
theory.

To see how to implement Galilean invariance in the 5-
space it is useful to recall the nonrelativistic limit of
Lorentz invariance in the usual space-time 4-space.
Under a typical ordinary Lorentz boost with velocity v

( =upi ) between the space coordinate x and the ordinary
time t, x and t transform as

Thus Eq. (4.20) provides us with a wave mechanics inter-
pretation of the Grassmann sector of the theory. The
quantum mechanics in the Grassmann sector is therefore
completely analogous to the usual one based on p and q.

in the Galilean limit. For our purpose here we note that
the Galilean transformations are not just obtainable from
the Lorentz transformations in the limit in which c is tak-
en to be infinite, but rather they are also in fact valid to
the first nontrivial order in u/c. For our. work here we
shall define this latter ulc limit as the Galilean limit. To
determine how any other vector (such as the Dirac
current) then transforms in this Galilean limit we rewrite
Eq. (5.2) in terms of the components of the Lorentz vector
x&, viz. , x and ct, to obtain

x (v lc—)ct ct —(u Ic)xx~ Ct~
(1 / )

/ (1 / ) / (5.4)

To lowest nontrivial order in u/c, Eq. (5.4) reduces to

x~x (ulc)ct—, ct~ct —(v/c)x . (5.5)

Thus to lowest order in ulc the transformation properties
of x and t in Eq. (5.3) differ from those of x and ct given
in Eq. (5.5). Since x and ct are components of a Lorentz
4-vector, any other Lorentz 4-vector, j& say, then
transforms according to Eq. (5.5), i.e., as

j '~j ' (v lc)j, —j '~j ' (v lcj)'— (5.6)

in the Galilean limit. [In passing we note that in the limit
in which the velocity of light is infinite the space com-
ponents ofj"would remain invariant even while the space
components of x" itself would change according to Eq.
(5.3). Hence taking the order ulc limit of the Lorentz
transformations rather than the c equal infinity hmit
would appear to be the more sensible nonrelativistic limit
of Lorentz invariance, with the implications for the space
components of the arbitrary 4-vector in Eq. (5.6) then be-
ing nontrivial. ] Further, from Eq. (5.6) we note that the
time component ofj" is also transformed nontrivially in
the Galilean limit even while the time t itself remains un-
changed in Eq. (5.3).

With these remarks in mind we proceed now to con-
struct and transform spinors in the 5-space. To this end it
is convenient to first discuss the full 5-space Minkowski
invariance with 5-vector x =(x",~), where ~ has the
same dimension as x, i.e., velocity times time, with
O(4, 1) metric g ti

——(g„„,—1) and with Minkowski invari-
ant x x ~=x„x"—~2. (With this convention when

dx dx~=0, dr is equal to the ordinary 4-space proper
time. ) A Clifford algebra is next defined via

y yti+ytiy =2g ti. While there are now five mutually
anticommuting gamma matrices in the 5-space we note
that the Clifford algebra admits of a 4-dimensional repre-
sentation y~=(y&, iy5). Hence in O(4, 1) the appropriate
spinors still have only four components. To construct an
O(4, 1) invariant we must momentarily replace our Ma-
jorana spinors P (w) and g (r), which only depend on r by
spinors g (x ) and P (x ) which depend on all five com-
ponents of x and are thus fields on the O(4, 1) manifold.
In terms of these fields we construct an O(4, 1) Minkowski
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invariant cross term between the fields f~(x ) and the
coordinates x~, viz. ,

Wl f——(x",~)(y„x"+iy 5r)P(x",~) (5.7)

d, dQ(r') yp dx" . dg(~')
(5.9)

and the Grassmann sector kinetic energy of Eq. (3.8), viz. ,

f d, df(v') dg(v. ')

C5 @f7 G7
(5.10)

are also left invariant under the transformations of Eq.
(5.8) provided that g is restricted to depend only on r' and
not on x" at all. Thus the actions of Eqs. (5.9) and (5.10)
are completely O(4, 1) Galilean invariant for a specific
class of spinors f which are none other than the ones of
interest for this entire work, namely the class of spinors

which are r-dependent coordinates and not x"-
dependent fields. We thus recognize our Majorana spinor
coordinates f~(r) and g~(r) not only as O(3, 1) I.orentz
spinors but also as O(4, 1) Galilean spinors. Having now
explored the implications of Galilean invariance in our 5-
space, we see finally that we should build our general su-

perspace action out of the actions of Eqs. (5.1), (5.9), and
(5.10). Further restrictions on the structure of our super-
space action are obtained by imposing some supersym-
metry on our theory, a point to which we now turn.

To implement the supersymmetry in our five-
dimensional formalism we note that since we have four
coordinates x" and a parameter ~ in the space-time sector
of our theory we should have an analogous structure in
the Grassmann sector. We thus introduce two parameters
8 and 8 [one for P (r) and the other for g (~)] which are
new ~-independent Lorentz scalar Grassmann numbers
which are taken to be dimensionless for simplicity and
which obey

8=8~, 8 =8 =0,
88+88=0,

(5.11)

Id88= Jd88=1,

Id88= d88=0 .

For interpretative purposes only we may think of

to thus connect the ordinary Lorentz vector and Lorentz
pseudoscalar terms.

In the Galilean limit in O(4, 1) the 5-space velocity c5
becomes large but not infinite, and, with r'=r/c5 being
the analog of the ordinary time, Eqs. (5.3) and (5.6) are
replaced by relations such as

0 0 I t IX ~X —V05%, 7

(5.8)
J' ~J —(vo5/cg)J', J ~J —(vog/c5)J

where v05 is a typical O(4, 1) boost velocity. Under these
transformations the action of Eq. (5.1) is left invariant
[it being 'ust a linear combination of the nonrelativistic
limit of (dx dx )'~ and the Galilean invariant fdr']
Additionally, the cross-term action

(f~(~),8) and (P~(r), 8) as 5-spinors in the Grassmann
sector of O(4, 1). Specifically, we already noted that the
y~yp+ypy~=2g~p Clifford algebra has a 4-dimensional
representation. It also of course has a trivial reducible
five-dimensional one which is block-diagonal. The quan-
tities 8 and 8 may then be associated with the trivial part
of this five-dimensional representation and are hence
decoupled from g~(~) and P (r) under Minkowski or
Galilean O(4, 1) transformations. They are thus only pa-
rameters and not dynamical degrees of freedom. Thus in
our theory r, 8, and 8 are the parameters in the super-
space, and hence, as with T, we will also integrate out 8
and 8 at the end.

To implement explicit supersymmetry transformations
in our superspace we introduce two independent sets of
Grassmann parameters E~ and e~ which transform as Ma-
jorana spinors under the Lorentz group and construct the
following eight supersymmetry transformations:

x"~x" (ey—"P gy"e)—,i 88
Pl

i 88
0 + x„y".@p,

i88
f x„y pep,

i 88
&py~~„,

8~8, 8~8,

(5.12)

with the eight Grassmann numbers 88m and 88m being
the eight associated transformation parameters. [In the
above transformations e~ denotes e~+iE~, P~ is the Her-
mitian conjugate of f~ with respect to Grassmann space
only, and the Dirac gamma matrices are purely imaginary
as in Eq. (3.2).] In terms of Hermitian Majorana spinors
we may reexpress Eq. (5.12) in the form

x~— (e'Cy&Q+ PCy~g),2&88

PPl

R R l88
f x„ygpep,

i88
f

�/~
~I/J~ + xp y~pEp

r~r, 8~8, 8~8,

(5.13)

and thus see that x" and g~ are superpartners under 88'~
transformations while x" and g are. superpartners under
88+ transformations. (In passing we thus note that un-
like the situation in standard supersymmetry theories, our
supersymmetry is not between independent fermion and
boson fields, i.e., between different species of fields, but
rather it is a symmetry between the space-time and
Grassmann coordinates of the same particle. Thus in our
work the fermion with its x&, g, and g~ coordinates pro-
duces the supersymmetry all on its own and needs no fur-
ther companion bosonic partner. ) As can be seen, the su-
pertransformations of Eq. (5.12) have been constructed to
leave invariant the quadratic form mx 2ff/. With r, —
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8, and 8 only being parameters the supersymmetry
transformations also leave invariant the quadratic form
mx 2fg—g of the dynamical variables x", f, and f .
Additionally our supertransformations leave invariant any
term which is proportional to 08. Consequently, requir-
ing that our final superspace Lagrangian be both super-
symmetric and O(4, 1) Galilean invariant leads us to our
desired 5-space Lagrangian (written more conveniently in
terms of our original variable w rather than v, with x
denoting dx/dr, etc.)

2
+f6 +g884(y, x "+iy5)4 (5.14)

T
xi& ~xi& 2 ECypp &'

4.+~. ,
(5.17)

where e is also a Majorana spinor. The transformations
of Eq. (5.17) are somewhat asymmetric since though x&
transforms into P,g~ does not transform into x&. This
stands in contrast to our transformations of Eq. (5.12)
where x& and g~ do mix with each other. For our pur-
poses here we note that the transformations of Eq. (5.17)

Thus we only need to introduce one new quantity, namely
the coefficient g which is another ordinary commuting
number with the same dimension as f. In the following
we shall explore the dynamics associated with the La-
grangian of Eq. (5.14).

Before doing this, however, it is instructive to discuss
the superalgebraic structure of our theory and compare it
with the previous superalgebra studies in the literature. In
the literature the question of how to combine supersym-
metry with Poincare invariance has been much studied.
(A recent review is given by van Nieuwenhuizen, see Ref.
2.) The objective is to grade the Poincare algebra with a
set of spinor generators into a superalgebra which is
closed under commutation and anticommutation. A typi-
cal example is the superalgebra considered by Salam and
Strathdee in Ref. 2, viz. ,

[Mi& &&& Mi&g ]: gi&i&M&&~ +g &&i&Mi&~ gi& ~MJ&&& +g &&&&Mi&i&

[Mi „,P~]=g,~P„g„~P„, [P—„,P,]=0,
(5.15)

[S~,Pi&]=0, [S~,Mp&, ]= 4 [yi&, 3 „]~psp,

I S,Sp] = (ypc)~pP—",
where M„and P„are the Poincare generators and S is
a Majorana spinor generator. With just one Majorana spi-
nor this is the smallest possible grading of the Poincare
group. The algebra of Eq. (5.15) admits of a differential
representation in the x&,g~ superspace (f is a Majorana
spin or)

M„„=x„a„x„a„+,'@'C[y—„,y.]C -'a/ay, -
(5.16)

P„=a„, s.= 'ygpqpa„ ic.pa/—asap .a 2 a

Thus S transforms the superspace coordinates according
to

do not leave mx 2—fPg (or any other linear combination
of x and 1(ig) invariant.

A generalization of the superalgebra of Eq. (5.15) to a
case of more interest to us here, namely to two Majorana
spinor generators S~; (i =1,2) has also been given by
Salam and Strathdee with a modified anticornmutator
(the commutation relations remain unchanged)

I Scw'&SpJ J
— iJ(yi&y5 )cx+ ~ (5.18)

In the superspace consisting of x„and two Majorana spi-
nors 1'~; (i = 1,2) the spinor generators have a differential
representation

ScÃl =2 (y.py5)cÃpfpi "+ ~IJCRp /WpJ (5.19)

1+—xiy pep .p
(5.21)

1

However then, under anticommutation the associated spi-
nor generators

s., = "
ygpyp, a„+ 'x„(y~c).g/—asap, (5.22)

do not close on P& (or M& either for that matter). Thus
we confirm the general result of Ref. 10, with the genera-
tors of Eq. (5.22) simply not belonging to a grading of the
Poincare algebra.

The only apparent way left to satisfy the general
analysis of Ref. 10 is to introduce the additional 88 factor
(i.e., a Grassmann even number whose square is zero) and
generators

S;=88 — y"pPp;a„x„(y"C) pa/a—Pp—; . (5.23)
2 1

These generators then do indeed generate the transforma-
tions of Eq. (5.13) while closing under anticommutation
according to

I s~;&SpJ I =0 . (5.24)

Thus our chosen superalgebra is simply the trivial direct
product of the algebra of the S; with the Poincare alge-

and transform the superspace coordinates according to

l Txi&~xi&+ &i CyiYA&'i &2
(5.20)

Pai ~t'ai +'Eij &aj

Thus again mx 2fgf is —not left invariant. Since the
algebra of Eq. (5.18) is the only possible grading of the
Poincare algebra with two Majorana spinors' we thus see
that it is impossible to grade the Poincare algebra with su-
pertransformations which leave mx —2f1i&f invariant.

To illustrate the point further we note that if we do
want to keep mx —2fgP invariant we must seek
transforrnations which mix x„and 1(& with each other.
Thus at first we might consider the transformations [viz. ,
Eq. (5.13) without the i 88 factor]

2 T
xi& x~ — ei Cy~gi

Ul
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bra and there is no mixing of the respective generators
under anticommutation. Thus we see that if we want to
preserve the length of mx —2fgg in the superspace we
must not look for a grading of the Poincare algebra at all,
but rather we must introduce the additional Grassmann
numbers 8 and 8 and use the generators of Eq. (5.23).
Hence in our work supersymmetry is indeed useful but no
grading of the Poincare algebra can be considered. Hav-
ing now discussed the algebraic structure of our super-
symmetry transformations and motivated the use of Eq.
(5.13) and the need for the 88 factor, we turn at last to an
analysis of the dynamics associated with our supersym-
metric Lagrangian.

For the Lagrangian of Eq. (5.14) canonical conjugates
are defined via

and yield

xq ——0, /~=0, /~=0 . (5.28)

m (x„—x„)f i

p„(r)= T

sr f & n)—f i

jr Q
r

T

88(rif —ri; )y„(ref ri; )—,

We thus see that because of the Grassmann properties of
0 and 0 the space-time and Grassrnann coordinates decou-
ple in the classical equations of motion with x& (r),

(r), and g (r) still being given by Eqs. (2.5) and
(3.14). The stationary space-time and Crrassmann mo-
rnenta are given by

=mx " ggggy—"f,
g y"(xf —x„')

(gfp —gp), (5.29)
aP

~ p=f4.+g 88(y,x "+jys).pfp
a

(5.25)

88K(@+im y 5 )m. .
mf

The classical equations of motion are

(5.26)

=f4 +g884p(y„x "+j y5)p .
a

Using the Grassmann properties of 8 and 8 we find that
the Hamiltonian form of the Lagrangian is given as

2 2

W= —p.x+Pm+nf+.
2m

—ST(:) f 9Q V(7

T

g f y(xpxp)p f i

+ 88(rip —rip) — +iy5T T

while the stationary classical action is

m (xpf —x„')
sT 2T

mT f+ (rif ri; )(—gf —g—; )

T

g y (xp —xp)+ 88(ref ji; ) +i y5 (rif gj ) ~

p& —mx ~+ ggFy"m=0, (5.30)

rj. ff—
m —fg— gg~p(yj'P&+imy5)p~ 0, =

pp
——0, ~ =0, %ra=0,

88(yj'p&+im y5) perp 0, ——
(5.27)

To specify the measure for the path integration we
make the same expansion for the arbitrary x„(r), p&(r),
p (r), 1i (r), rr (r), and m (r) paths as in Eqs. (2.9), (2.10),
and (3.16) except that now we expand around the solu-
tions of Eqs. (5.27). After a little algebra we find that in
the arbitrary path the action is given by

02 0 0
&g —

o oS=Ssg+ — + ggb~J~p+ ggy (pjsr+imy5)y
mf " mf

y b 1l 2

4m
T n n

y y + "
( a„"b."+fi "y"+y—"P")+,ggb„"J."+,ggy "(/ST+ jmy5)y" (5.31)

where

Jp 'irsTyp Y + j ye~ST+) yp Y + 2 g Y ypy
n=l

J& —— (7rsz+y )y&y" +——y "y&(msz+y )+ g y y„y drcos cos cosn T — —0 n T—n 0 —k m no ~ km' mme

T T T

(5.32)

Variation of Eq. (5.31) then confirms that Ssz is the stationary classical action.
Having now specified the underlying classical theory completely we can perform the path integration
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G/(x, ri, ri, T,g, g) =G (xf„,v]f, rif, T;x„',g', g ~,0)

=8(T)f [dx][dp][dg][dg][drr][der]exp(iS/A), (5.33)

where the action is given in Eq. (5.31) and the measure is
the product of the measures given in Eqs. (2.12) and
(3.20). The actual integration can be performed readily
since shifting the b& and a& variables eliminates the
dependence on J„and J„",and yields

G&f(x, i),T1, T,g, 8)

Thus despite the trilinear coupling g term which couples
the various nonstationary paths in the path integration we
are able to integrate the propagator right out to obtain the
conventional exp( —iHcL T/A') form.

As a check on our 5-space propagator we calculate it al-
ternately via canonical quantization by evaluating

m A4T4= —ig T
2 fiT D'6f 4 exp

SsT
(5.34)

Gf—8(T)(xf„,rif, rig exp( —iHT/A)
~ x&,ri', ri' ) .

(5.37)

where SsT is given in Eq. (5.30). Finally, a Fourier
transform to the conjugate momentum space yields Using the quantum-mechanical Hamiltonian H,

iHci. (p, m&ir)T
G(p, m, ir, T,g, g) =8(T)exp (5.35)

(P2 —m')
2m f+ 88&(p+im y s)ir, (5.38)

mf

where HcL(p, ir, ir) is the classical Hamiltonian associated
with the Lagrangian of Eq. (5.26), viz. ,

(p —m ) m.rr gHcL(p, ir, ir) = — + — i ggrr(p+imyq)m .
2m f mfa

and the explicit sets of eigenstates given in Eqs. (4.11)
then recovers Eq. (5.34) exactly, to thus confirm the com-
plete consistency between the two quantization pro-
cedures.

To obtain the differential equation that the propagator
obeys we rewrite Eq. (5.34) as

D 16D16

iHcr, (p, ir, % )T
(5.39)

and obtain

i%
&

—+ 2
88 i' f (ihy"8&+imy5)~p iA-

87J ~ mf 8'ri(z . Bri p

X Gf(x, ri, ri, T 8,8) =iA5(T)5 (xf x')g(rif —ri' )(rif ri'—)/D'—(5.40)

Thus G,gx, g, ri, T,g, g) is indeed a Green s function with Eq. (5.40) being completely analogous to Eq. (4.19).
The propagator of Eq. (5.35) is the propagator in the five-dimensional superspace. To reduce it to the usual four-

dimensional space we define

G(p, ir, ir)= — f dT( i)fdgdgG—(p, ir, ir, T, O, O) (5.41)

by a supersymmetric analogy with Eqs. (2.16) and (2.25). This yields

2igm ir(P+imys)'rr 4mrrir 12m (rrir) 32m (i')
f (p m+ie) —f(p m+ie) f (p —m+ie) f (p m—+i@)—(5.42)
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with the mn series terminating since the four components
of m~ and 7r~ are Grassmann numbers. This interesting
propagator has the correct covariant form of (p+imy5)
multiplied by powers of (p —m ). Moreover, the leading
(p+imy5)/(p m—) term is more convergent in the ul-
traviolet than the standard Dirac propagator. However,
since it behaves like the derivative of an ordinary pole
term, it would appear to have interpretational difficulties
near the mass shell, and so we shall not consider it further
here.

To obtain a more readily interpretable propagator we
recall that the standard Dirac propagator has only one pa-
rameter, the mass m, and is built from spinors of dimen-
sion A'~2. If we therefore restrict our theory by requiring
that g~(r) and (consequently) m.~(r) both have dimension
fi'~ we find that the parameters f and g in the Lagrang-
ian then both have the same dimension as T. We can thus
eliminate all unknown parameters and reduce to the stan-

I

dard Dirac case if we set both f and g equal to T. This
yields a superspace Lagrangian

+ TA+ T8W(y"xp+&y5)W (5.43)

with classical Hamiltonian

(p' m—) n.m.
HcL = — +

2m
1

88m(p+i m y5 )~ . (5.44)

The presence of T in the Lagrangian is then a supersym-
metric reflection of the presence of 88 in the Lagrangian.
Since T multiplies all gP type terms universally in the La-
grangian, any change in the 5-space T interval whenever
the end points of the classical motion are changed can be
absorbed in a renormalization of P~(r). For the classical
Hamiltonian of Eq. (5.44) the five-dimensional superspace
propagator obeys the Klein-Gordon-like

8 A'
~ mi R — &~By" — 6,/(x, g, ri, T,8,8)

= iA'5(T) exp
i( 7f 9i)( )f )') i88 . „a . — S'(x/ —x')+ (Yi/ q;) ifiy—" +imy5 (re ri;) —488—

Am l ~4
(5.45)

and the Dirac-like

80 iA — ih
gg BO

T

i fiy"B/„+im y 5) —iA
a

p ag/~
G/(x, g,7), T,8,8)=0 (5.46)

differential equations. Equation (5.46) is a superspace
analog of the Dirac equation. [There is no Grassmann
delta function on the right-hand side of Eq. (5.46) since
there is no apparent meaning to forward propagation in
8.] Thus (8/38)(B/88) acts as a Grassmann "time.""

Before integrating out 0 and 0 it is instructive to first
integrate out T to obtain

f dT G(p, vr, 7r, T,8,8)

I

brings our propagator to the form

m 7r(p+ m)n.
& (p —m +i@)

(5.50)

VI. GENERAL COMMENTS

which we recognize as the standard Dirac propagator with
its familiar pole structure, to give us our desired objective.

721 i80
z 1+ 7r(p+imy5)m.

(p —m z+ie) mA'

(5.47)Q exp

which has the nice form of a Klein-Gordon propagator
plus a Dirac propagator. By means of Eq. (5.41) we now
integrate out 0 and 0 to reduce the theory to ordinary
four-dimensional space-time and obtain'

m Tr(p+lmy5)rl'
G(p, n, 7r) = z 2 exp

& (p' —m'+is) (5.48)

Finally, a simple chiral rotation

l &+5
m ~exp

4 (5.49)

In this paper we have developed a new formulation of
the quantum mechanics of a relativistic fermion based on
the existence of an extended set of underlying classical
coordinates. We have enlarged the classical theory to a
superspace built out of both space-time and Grassmann
coordinates. The quantization of the motion of these
coordinates in the superspace then gives rise to quantized
fermions with a standard Dirac structure. We believe that
our work thus gives some new insight into the basic struc-
ture of fermions.

While our work stresses the primacy of particles over
fields we should point out that there is one possible excep-
tion, namely the massless case. Specifically, in that case
the action of Eq. (2.1) vanishes identically, and there is no
other mass parameter available to give the action the
correct dimension. Consequently, our formalism cannot
be readily extended to massless particles or gauge fields.
While gauge fields may thus exist as explicit fundamental
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classical fields, we can at this stage only speculate on a
few alternative possibilities which require further study.
First, gauge fields may exist at the classical level but may
only arise via a local extension of the superspace super-
symmetry. Second, gauge fields may only exist at the
quantum level being therefore first-quantized a priori,
with classical light then being described by macroscopical-
ly occupied quantum states whose dynamics is indepen-
dent of iii'because of destructive interference. Finally,
gauge fields may not be fundamental at all but may be
fermion composites.

As well as providing a new approach to the quantum
theory of a single species of fermion, our work has an in-
teresting implication for the quantum theory of different
types of fermions. Specifically, since electrons and pro-
tons, say, separately obey the Pauli principle, pairs of elec-
trons and pairs of protons are separately antisymmetric
under interchange. However, there is no Pauli principle
between an electron and a proton leaving their interchange
structure initially unclear. In our formalism we now note
that both electrons and protons are associated with sets of

'

Grassmann coordinates, which then mutually anticom-
mute already in the underlying classical theory, even prior
to quantization, to thus establish an antisymmetry be-

tween electrons and protons in the quantum theory.
We conclude this work with one final comment on the

Grassmann coordinates. If Grassmann coordinates exist
in the underlying classical theory we must ask why they
have not therefore been observed experimentally. The
reason for this is because the observable classical limit of
quantum mechanics is actually a double limit, namely the
limit of vanishing fi in the equations of motion and also
the limit of macroscopic occupation of quantum states.
Because of the Pauli principle the Grassmann quantum
states of Eqs. (4.11) cannot ordinarily be macroscopically
occupied and thus play no role in the classical limit. The
only apparent exception to this is in a superconductor
where the ground state is macroscopically occupie¹ It
would thus be of some interest to see whether there is
some observable quantity in a superconductor (perhaps an
electron trapped on a vortex line) which would reveal the
existence of Grassmann coordinates.
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Thus just as the inverse of i%'8/BT is used as the integrating T
factor for the measure in Eq. (5.41), Eq. (5.46) implies that we
should use —i d8 dO as the analogous dimensionless 8,
measure for the 0,0 projection in Eq. (5.41).

~The new factor exp( —ivy/fi) is fairly innocuous since it is
just the Grassmann Fourier transform of products of the
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where a = 1,2, 3,4 is not summed, to give a string of
Grassmann delta functions, each of which would serve to pro-

ject out appropriate eigenstates of the operators g and p~ of
Eq. (4.1) in a Dyson Wick expansion for an interacting theory
in ~ space.


