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The inclusive process m.++8~%* (890)+X is studied at 16 GeV/c using a 2-m streamer
chamber containing a central 4quid hydrogen target. From 'photographs triggered by detection of a
forward K meson, the signal E ~E m+ is extracted. The inclusive rate for K production
into the forward hemisphere o.(xF ~ 0.3) is 115+27 pb; the p~ distribution is found to have a slope
constant of 3.3+0.6 (GeV/c) . The Feynman-x distribution for K* is consistent with a Kuti-
Weisskopf model in which the valence and sea quarks of the incident pion interact with only the sea
quarks of the target proton.

INTRODUCTION

The picture of nucleons obtained from study of deep-
inelastic scattering of electrons and neutrinos' is that they
consist of three "valerice" quarks (of u and d flavors) to-
gether with a "sea" of quark-antiquark pairs
(uu, dd, ss, cc, etc.) bound together with the gluonic
quanta of quantum chromodynamics (QCD). This parton
interpretation of nucleonic structure, albeit simplistic in
terms of current understanding of the deeper aspects of
QCD, nonetheless facilitates the classification of produc-
tion processes according to the flavor content of the initial
and final states. Additionally, it provides a framework
for the parametrization of experimental data in terms of
quark and gluon distribution functions together with frag-
mentation furictions for all mesons and baryons, rather
than just for target nucleons. Extensions of the parton-
model picture from the high-pz regime to low-pz phe-
nomena have incorporated the Drell- Yan mechanism and
its generalizations into a variety of processes, including
the inclusive production of vector mesons in hadronic in-
teractions. The essence of these "quark-fusion-model"
schemes is that a valence or sea quark from the beam had-
ron is considered to fuse with a sea antiquark from the
target to form an outgoing meson. The model ingredients
are simply the incident quark distribution functions which
are used to calculate the p~ and x~ distributions of the
outgoing meson.

Various incident and outgoing particles may be selected

to help isolate the different distributions of the individual
quark flavors in the primary hadrons. To the extent that
a self-consistent parametrization of the quark (and gluon)
structures of hadrons can be developed in this way, one
hopes to clarify the nature of the underlying quark in-
teraction dynamics.

The experimental work reported here concerns the
inclusive production reaction n+(ud )+p(uud )
—+K (sd) +X, in the forward hemisphere at 16 GeV/c,
where the valence=quark content of the several particles is
as indicated. In a quark-fusion scheme a valence d quark
in the incident pion may unite with a sea s quark from the
proton to produce the observed meson K (890). This
"valence-sea" interaction should reflect the forward
momentum carried by the valence quark and be detected
preferentially by our trigger-system geometry. Of course,
the pion could also contribute an s quark or d quark from
its sea, and the proton correspondingly a d quark or an s
quark, but these "sea-sea" interactions would be expected
kinematically to be symmetric about xz ——0. Of all the
IC (890} states, the one studied here, K* (sd} identified
by its decay to m+E, yields the cleanest (valence-sea} in-
teraction. For example, in one alternative process,
m+(ud )+p(uud)~K*+(us)+X, the valence u quark can
come from either the pion or the proton.

In another process, m+(ud)+p(uud)~K' (ds)+X, the
valence quark from the proton carries, on average, a less
forward momentum than the valence d quark from the
pion in the production of IY* and is correspondingly less

31 961 1985 The American Physical Society



962 A. JAWAHERY et al. 31

resolvable from other interactions symmetric in xz. As
will be later discussed, both the data and the models re-
flect these qualitative kinematic features.

We report the measurement of K (890) inclusive pro-
duction by 16-GeV/c m+ incident upon a hydrogen target
inside the 2-m SLAC streamer chamber, in which the de-
cay to ~+K is resolved by downstream Cerenkov and
scintillation-counter arrays. A comparison of our results
with other experimental data on hadronic J *(890) pro-
duction near 16 GeV/c, and with certain quark-fusion
models, is included.

APPARATUS

The experimental apparatus, data collection, and pro-
cessing of streamer-chamber photographs are described in
publications ' and theses. "' In brief, a beam of 16-
GeV/c n+ mesons at the Stanford Linear Accelerator
Center was transported onto a narrow 61-cm-long liquid
hydrogen target contained within the sensitive volume of
the 2-m SLAC optical streamer-chamber facility. The
magnetic field in the streamer chamber was 13 kG. Nega-
tive particles emerging downstream were detected and
analyzed in a 100-element "picket-fence" scintillation-
hodoscope array to identify tracks of momentum greater
than 2.5 GeV/c. These tracks then passed through a 10-
cell isobutane-Cerenkov-threshold-detector array and were
subsequently vetoed, if their Cerenkov pulse heights indi-
cated that they were either pions of momenta above 2.73
GeV/c or kaons above 9.63 GeV/c (Ref. 9). Signals from
the scintillation and Cerenkov arrays-were combined in a
fast-logic system to generate an electronic trigger signify-
ing the emergence from the interaction of a IC-particle be-
tween 2.73 and 9.63 GeV/c. Included in the trigger was a
beam-line Cerenkov signal which reduced the E+ con-
tamination in the beam f'rom 8.1% to 1.5%. The result-
ing electronic trigger was used to fire the streamer
chamber and record the interaction with three-view pre-
cision stereo photography. The individual counter signals
were latched, the isobutane-Cerenkov-couriter signals
pulse-height analyzed, and the resulting data recorded on
magnetic tape for later correlation with the photographic
data and further analysis. Data were also recorded from a
second isobutane threshold Cerenkov counter, identical to
that used for the trigger but mounted on the "positive"
side of the beam.

Film scanning and measurement was carried out by
ineans of image-plane digitizers according to conventional
track-chamber procedures, augmented by the requirement
that a negative track in the photograph be found to extra-
polate to the picket-fence/Cerenkov channel triggering
the event. Measurements were processed using the
geometry code TVGP followed by a track-extrapolation
program APACHE (Ref. 13) which locates the invisible
primary event vertex in the hydrogen target. In the sam-
ple of acceptable IC trigger tracks, momenta above 3.0
GeV/c were required; it was estimated that the efficiency
of the isobutane-Cerenkov counter in rejecting pions was
above 98% (Ref. 9). The final selection of an acceptable
K was based upon a reextrapolation of the measured
candidate track through the magnetic field into the trigger
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counter array, and verification that the affected Cerenkov
counter had recorded no significant pulse height above its
pedestal value for the event epoch in question.

The exposure included about 25 X 10 beam pulses, at 5
to 8 beam particles per pulse. The total number of trig-
gered photographs was about 302000, yielding 91 rolls of
film in 45 days. The work reported here represents the
complete analysis of about 8% of the total exposure.
However, for the inclusive E" production, the signifi-
cant features of interest are already evident with this por-
tion of the data, and the statistics are adequate for com-
parison with other production channels.

Of the 21 800 frames under study, 39% yielded a bona
fide trigger track. Of these 1044 were rejected for having
more than 14 secondary tracks, a category including mul-
tiple interactions, upstream and target wall interactions,
etc. Acceptable events were also required to extrapolate
to a vertex within the target fiducial volume, as located by
the APACHE program, which included the trigger track.
In about 20% of the final sample, the ambiguity among
several possible primary interactions was resolved by us-
ing APACHE iteratively in order to achieve single-vertex
fits by minimizing g for the various track combinations
including the trigger track. The resulting data set, after
imposition of cuts to optimize this process, yielded 3245
fitted events of which 2327 had unique solutions. The
cuts included consideration of the overall goodness of fit,
the fit to the identified trigger track itself, and the charge
balance of the secondary tracks associated with the event
in relation to the primary charge of + 2 (Ref. 12). Un-
resolved ambiguities were included with appropriate
weighting factors.
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ANALYSIS IOO

The present study associates positive secondary tracks,
assumed to be m+, with the trigger track, identified as
E . The invariant mass distribution of these combina-
tions is shown in Fig. 1(a). A clear K (890) resonance is
seen. For comparison, Figs. 1(b), 1(c), and 1(d) show the
I"m mass distributions from events with an identified K
trigger accompanied by visible "vee" decays, as extracted
from our earlier study of the entire 302000-picture expo-
sure. ' The latter events also show evidence for EzE
and X K'+ production (S=0), but not for AIC'
(S= —2), consistently with expectation.

The vee-associated channels are of low statistics and are
not used further in this study. A minimum-X2 fit to the
peak in Fig. 1(a), which uses a Breit-Wigner form together
with noninterfering background, is shown by the curve in
the figure. The fit gives M „o=896+5 MeV, I =100
+12 MeV which is consistent with accepted values 896
MeV and 50 MeV, when the latter are folded with our
overall mass resolution, which is +50 MeV. A small sub-
set of the pion candidates in Fig. 1(a) had momentum
greater than 3 GeV/c and also passed through the
positive-side Cerenkov detector and thus could be identi-
fied specifically as m+. These are shown in Fig. 2(b).

The geometrical acceptance for detecting a E trigger
track from X* «K +a+ was calculated as a function
of transverse momentum pT and Feynman x parameter
(xF) assuming (a) the differential E' production cross
section factors according to
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f(xF )exp( —BpT2),

(b) the parameter 8 =3.5 (GeV/c), and (c) the g 'c de-
cays isotropicaiiy in its rest frame. The geometrical ac-
ceptances were found to be insensitive to the value of the
slope parameter 8 actually used. With these assumptions,

decays were generated for fixed x~ values in the
range 0.0—0.9, and the acceptance was determined by ex-
trapolating the K decay product into the hodoscope re-
gion to see whether it would have triggered a photograph.
The resulting acceptance as a function of xp, shown in
Fig. 3(a), is used to correct the observed frequencies of
K* production. The acceptance-corrected distribution in
x~ was then used as input in a further simulation, for pz.
between 0.0 and 1.0, to establish similarly the geometrical
trigger acceptance as a function of pr . This is shown in
Fig. 3(b). The pT distribution of K* production, before
and after acceptance corrections, is shown in Fig. 4. The
final distribution is fitted to a slope parameter
8=3.3+0.6(GeV/c) which is consistent with the ini-
tial assumption of 3.5 and with other measurements in
this energy range. ' The choice of initial 8 was not criti-
cal to the results from this procedure. The x~ distribu-
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~ bef ore correction

x of ter correction,

tion of the EC* production, with an estimated 953+35
events, is corrected by the acceptance function of Fig.
3(a), and also for invisible decay modes. This leads to an
estimated inclusive cross section for this process with
xF & 0.3 of 115+27 pb, distributed in xz as shown in Fig.
5.
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RESULTS

In Fig. 5 we include phenornenological curves depicting
the parametrization of Kinnunen based upon the Kuti-
Weisskopf model ' and quark counting rules. The curve
V S is for the production of the (sd) K*o with the

valence d quark from the incident vr distributed as

V~(x) =(0.75)(1—x)/v x

and the s quark from the struck proton sea as

S,~(x) =A,,(0.36)(l —x) /x . (2)
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FIG. 4. Distribution in pT for K* (890) inclusive produc-
tion, before and after acceptance correction. The fitted curve is
for slope parameter 3.3+0.6 (GeV/c)

It closely resembles the data. Here A,,=0.43 is the
strange-quark suppression factor in the proton sea. Also
shown in Fig. 5. are predicted xF dependences for sea-
sea interactions alone, and for V~S where the proton
contributes the valence u quark as in m+p~E*++X.
Unfortunately, this process also permits the valence u

quark to come from the incident n+ which obscures the
xF dependence of the production. In the present data, as
Fig. 5 shows, the cross section falls off sharply in the for-
ward direction but remains significant in a region where

I.O = v's+v s'
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FIG. 6. Comparison of inclusive E* production by ~+p at
16 CjeV/c in various charge states; the xF distributions adapted
from Kinnunen (Ref. 7) are shown superimposed on data from
Refs. 14 and 17, and from the present work.
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the contribution from pion sea quarks is expected to be
negligible. Of the various channels for the process
n.~p ~(K*,IC*)+ +X, the one studied in the present ex-
periment gives the cleanest resolution of the valence-quark
contribution. A synoptic picture of the present experi-
mental situation for inclusive X production by pions at
15—16 GeV, with Kinnunen s parametrizations superim-
posed, is shown in Fig. 6.

DISCUSSION

As illustrated in Fig. 6, the inclusive production of
I(."*(890) states by pions incident on protons at 15—16
GeV/c can be interpreted self-consistently in terms of a
parton-model parametrization such as Kinnunen's. The
new data we provide are unique in that they distinguish
the specific effect of a single valence quark in the primary
pion striking, in this simplified picture, a strange quark in
the proton sea.

The work of Kinnunen utilized the protonic quark

structure functions of a Kuti-Weisskopf model as modi-
fied by McElhaney and Tuan. These modified structure
functions have stood up well. ' Kinnunen*s structure
functions for the pion are based upon a Kuti-Weisskopf
model with several phenomenological arguments. ' From
the work reported here (Fig. 5) we conclude that
Kinnunen's proposed structure function [Eq. (1)] for
valence d quarks in charged pions is consistent with ob-
servation in the region of xF ——0.3—0.9.
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