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A method to find space-dependent extrema (soliton or instanton) of one-loop effective actions (lo-
cal terms plus a logarithm of a functional determinant) is given. This method is based on a suitable
inverse scattering transformation and can be used in any number of space dimensions, provided the
field configurations depend on only one variable. The effective action of (¢ 2) theory for the 1/N
series in one, two, three, and four dimensions is worked out in detail. Explicit expressions for the
effective action in terms of scattering data are derived. It is found that the gap equation for mass-
less ($ 2)? theory (in four dimensions) is analytically solvable for spherically symmetric fields.

I. INTRODUCTION: INVERSE SCATTERING
TRANSFORMATION

Saddle-point methods are widely used in quantum field
theory and statistical mechanics. The knowledge of a
solution of the classical field equations enables one to
compute systematically perturbation theories in the cou-
pling constant.

This is true for constant or extended (solitons, instan-
tons) classical solutions. A step beyond classical solutions
involves the study of stationary points of an effective ac-
tion. This effective action is the generating functional of
one-particle-irreducible (1PI) Green’s functions.! It gives
the energy of a static configuration in quantum field
theory, and the Gibbs free energy in statistical mechanics.
Moreover, such an effective action at the one-loop level
(integral of local terms plus logarithm of a nonlocal func-
tional determinant) appears in several physical problems:
large-N and mean-field approximations;>~> fermionic
theories when the anticommuting variables have been in-
tegrated over;® and in connection with Gribov ambiguities
in Yang-Mills theories.”

The search for extrema of such a one-loop effective ac-
tion leads to a new type of nonlinear and nonlocal equa-
tion (sometimes referred to as a “gap equation”) for which
no general methods existed up to now. This equation
reads, for instance (see below),
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where g is a coupling constant, and v(x) the unknown
solution.

The aim of this paper is to develop a method to extrem-
ize such effective actions [which amounts to solving (1.1)]
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and to find the corresponding solutions in v-dimensional
Euclidean space for any integer v. This method is based
on the fact that there exists a set of natural variables to
express an effective action containing the determinant of a
local differential operator O. These variables are the
scattering data (SD) associated with this operator O. It
often happens that it is easier to extremize S s with
respect to the SD rather than to the field variables.

Although functional determinants are always naturally
related to scattering amplitudes,® we will restrict ourselves
to configurations in v-dimensional space that depend only
on one variable. In this paper, and the following one, we
assume these configurations to be rotationally invariant.
Other cases can be treated similarly, e.g., translationally
invariant v, v =v(x) (Ref. 9), etc.

To be specific, we start with the simplest possible case:
an N-component scalar field with quartic coupling. How-
ever, it must be clear that our method can be extended to
more general couplings!® or to fields with nonzero spin,
and local symmetries. In v-dimensional Euclidean space,
the generating functional reads

Z(T)= f f@:fexp[—S(&;)]exp[fj:?-@dx] ,

(1.2)
where S is the action of the model:
+ — — — =
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— o0 2 N
(1.3)

Using the Hubbard-Stratonovitch transformation,!! and
integrating over ®, one obtains
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where S.¢ is the “one-loop effective action”

+ o0
Ser(2) = In det( —82+,u2+z)—§1g— 22Ax)d"x .

— o0
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(1.4)

A shift in z allows us to rewrite this effective action [see Egs. (2.4)—(2.8)]
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T (42
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Sefr(v)=Indet

This action is shown to be finite for Rev < 6 provided gz~
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contains the required counterterms.

We then look for extrema of this action. We shall restrict ourselves to spherically symmetric configurations. This as-
sumption is not too restrictive because the lowest-extended solutions usually have a maximum of symmetry. The prob-
lem becomes one dimensional. We expand the Indet in partial waves:

—3%+m?tv & (2 +v—2)L(I+v—2)
1 _— —
ndet | 2 ND(v—1)
where
-3, 4mr4v+(A2—5)/r?
A(A)=Indet (1.7)

—93,2+m>*+(A*— ) /r?

This expression indicates that the scattering data (SD) of
the angular momentum for the potential v are the natural
variables in this case.!?> These SD are defined by the linear
problem

2
3,2+ — L X=X
s r

(1.8)

Here —m? <0 plays the role of the energy. For m 250 we
can set m?=1. In the case m?=0, it is more convenient
to work with the variable x = Inr €R. This leads to the
linear problem

[—3:.2+V(x)]lp=Egp, (1.9
where V(x)=e %v(r) and E=—A?=k? This linear
problem is also useful in the one-dimensional case for
m2-£0.45

The Jost solution of Eq. (1.8) is defined as the regular

solution at » =0:

limr =2~ 12¢(r,A\)=1 (ReA>0) .

r—0

The Jost function reads

lim e "X(r,A)=F(A) . (1.10a)
r— -+ o0
In the free case (v =0) F reads
Fo(M)=V2m2*T(1+1) . (1.11)

The scattering data associated with v(r) through (1.8)
are
F(irt)
F, o(l T )

D(r)= , 0<T<+ w0,

{AK,Kzl, .. ':NB} ’

nAQ) (A=I+v/2—1)

(1.6)

T
where the discrete eigenvalues Ag are the positive real
zeros of F(A),

{CK,K=1, . e ,NB} 5

which are the normalization coefficients of the respective
eigenfunctions:

—h (1.12)
K=F(—Ag)F'(Ag) '
The Jost solution of Eq. (1.9) satisfies
@lk,x) ~ etkx
X —> — o0
So the Jost function is given by
lim e *@(x)=[t(k)]™! (Imk>0)=F(k) . (1.13)

X—>+ o0

The scattering data associated with ¥(x) through Eq. (1.9)
are defined by

|t(k)|% O0<k <o
{kjj=1,...,Ng},

where the discrete eigenvalues ik; are the zeros of F(k) in
Imk >0,

{Cj, j=1,...,NB} N

which are the normalization coefficients for the respective
eigenfunctions.

The introduction of these scattering data will enable us
to express the nonlocal part of Sy (functional deter-
minant) as a local functional of those data. The sum in
Eq. (1.6) can now be performed. Using a dispersion rela-
tion for the Jost function

F) _ % A—hk
Fol) ~ 44 A4Ag

dr
Al

(1.14)

exp % fow InD(7)

we obtain
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B
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m K=1
where
_ 2A 41 A sds 12— Y1 =) 2 Vo x 5—x°
P v)=—2argtanh ="+ = =2 [P tPs [ et [ xR (1.16a)
p(Av)=i2 a()l;M (1.16b)

Those expressions are obtained for m?5£0. In the case when v=1, m2s£0, and v=4, m?=0 (this is the only massless
case which we shall study), we use the scattering data associated to the problem (1.9), and similar trace identities.!®

The local terms of S.g [Eq. (1.5)] in v(x) will be reexpressed thanks to trace identities which link them to the scatter-
ing data, as explicitly as possible.'?

We finally obtain, for the effective action in two, three, and four dimensions for spherically symmetric v(r) and
nonzero renormalized mass m?2, m?> 0.

Two dimensions:

N
_4 1'2+7' » | & Ak
3€ 3C0 > InD(7) InD(7' )drdr+lnD(0)—— A 2 S DD ldr
Np 2 Ag+A ®©
+23 In sinmAg S m|X=E 2 [1+2E()] | — 7= [ minar,
K=1 Ck 1<K+#L<Npg Ag—AL B
where §F denotes the principal-value integral.
Three dimensions:
- Np g to o(r) Ny [BOx=1/D)

S=—-2 fo Ttanh'n'rlnD('r)a"r—2‘:7'1(2=1 %0 x tanmx dx + fo rev(r) 1—~2—gB— drtanzzl n§0 (2n+1) | .

Four dimensions:

A
L(nr— P+ £ 2

=% fo 2 InD(7)[ RedliT)+ In2— 5 Jd7+ 3, 2¢'(1+x)+7rcotﬂx~% dx
K=1
Ng E(g)
—f r3nr[vX(r)+20(r))dr + 6772 % f0+ S r)dr 2 S n?
K=1n=1

Here E(x) means the integer part of x, P(x)=(d /dx)InI'(x), gg is the bare coupling constant in v=2 and 3 (no
couplmg—constant renormalization is needed here), and gz is the renormalized coupling constant in four dimensions
(m?5£0) defined by I'(y(0,0,0,0)= —gr where I'[y is here the four-point irreducible Green’s function. In the massive
one-dimensional case, and the massless four-dimensional case, with the aid of a dispersion relation analogous to (1.14),
we get

One dimension [ general v(x)]:

2 o k)
§S=-23 P)—2 [ kdkE 1| F) |2,
j=1

where i
: 372
P(x)=argtanh—‘;n—;—il—;r—+x3g + [(m zgl)x]
plk)=— 4 dx x s ’

F(k)=[t(k)]™'.

Massless four dimensions [spherically symmetric v(r)]:

T 1
gR(,uo/#) 2 kg |+ 2 f x? [24(1+4x)+ 1 cotmx — - dx

1 ‘e 62 Np E(Ag)
—— k2dk In[ | F(k) | ?] | —2—— + Rew(ik) nlim,

4 fo [l "] [ R(o/1) v KE=1 n§1
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where again

E = integer part,
P(x)= Ed; InT'(x) ,
gr(uo/p) is the running (renormalized) coupling constant defined at a scale u such that

0

fow dr rivAru,)

Ho is an arbitrary mass scale. We shall study in the following paper the properties of those actions, the solutions of the
corresponding stationary-point equations (gap equation), and the application to the specific problem of 1/N perturbation
series.

f “dr r3vi(ruo) In(ru)

In(po/p)=

II. LARGE-N LIMIT. EFFECTIVE ACTION AND SCATTERING DATA

We want to study an N-field theory with O(N )-invariant quartic coupling. The generating functional in v Euclidean
dimensions reads

2= [ [ 28@esp |-5(@)— [T x0rBodx |, @1

where

2 — —
13,838+ £-8"+ £.(8"

S(@)= ["Ta £

Using the identity (Hubbard-Stratonovitch transformation)

exp —7% fj:d"x(&sz)z = f f@aexp[—— fj:dvx- [az(x)——Zng/Na(x)@'z(x)”

. 22 .. .
and integrating over (® ) (Gaussian integration), we get

- 00

Z(z)=—21;f f@z(x)exp

2,2 1 ¥t 5
Indet(—9°+p“+2z)— 8 f z4(x)d"x

+ (source-dependent terms)] . 22

Saddle points of this functional integral are solutions of the so-called “gap equation”

_z(x)
x>— o 2.3)

1
x
( ’ — % u?+4z(+)
A constant solution z, obeys therefore

zo  +eo d% 1

= . 2.4

4g  J—o 2m)? K2 4ul+z, (2.4)
Hence, setting u?+zo=m?2> 0 we get

m*T(1—v/2) _ m*—p? (2.5)

4m? 4
Expansion around the saddle point z, generates the 1/N perturbation theory. The two-point function at leading order
reads in momentum space

8(k +k")8,
————2% LO(/N) . 2.6)
k“+m

This allows us to interpret m? as the renormalized mass for N large. We keep m2>0, so we shall always stay in the
O(N)-symmetric phase of the theory. The spectrum consists of an N-plet of massive scalars transforming under the fun-
damental representation of O(N).

After a shift in the integration variable,

(pa(K)pp(k')) =

z—>(z+pl—m?)=v, 2.7

we get from (2.2)—(2.4)
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mv—2

- (4,77.)1//2

—324+m24v(")
—3%+m?

Seff(v )=Indet

0 v—4 ©
P(t—v/2) [ 7 o2 — [ Tvdod @.8)
— o0 B - 0

where gp is the dimensionless bare coupling constant (m is used as a mass unit). We will now show that S can be
made finite for Rev <6 if gp contains an adequate counterterm. The Indet can be expanded as a sum of one-loop dia-
grams, as follows:

v(-) + o v 1 £ e v
Indet 1+-:m l:G(O) f_w v(x)d x—= j;{v(xl)v(xz)GZ(xl—xz)d X d¥Xy+ -
(=)*! et +
e J. f_w v(xg) - v(x,)G(x1—x3) - G(xp—x)d %"~ d¥%xp+ -+,
2.9)
where
1
G(x —y)=<x‘—_—a§:m—2 y> . (2.10)
The first term in (2.9) reads
© v—2 — ©
6 [ uxa =L"—(—;‘-:—v/—2@ S vodx 2.11)

This term clearly cancels in (2.8), as it must. Since v =0 is a trivial saddle point of S [due to the shift (2.7)], 8S /v van-
ishes when v=0. When v=2, all terms with n >2 are finite in (2.9), and so is S in (2.8). Mass renormalization is
enough here to get rid of UV divergences.

When v— 3, no divergence at all appears in (2.8). This phenomenon is well known for any object expressed in terms of
one-loop integrals such as Sg.

When v—4, besides mass renormalization, coupling-constant renormalization is also needed here since the second
term in (2.9) has a pole:

+ oo d*x + o0 d*k 1 mv—* .. + o0
y? = + finite terms viAx)d"x . (2.12)
f_w (x) (277.)1'/2 — (k2—+—m2)2 (21.’.)1'/2 161T2(V—4) f_w
We therefore choose
L ! L L , (2.13)

8gs 1672 v—4  8gp

where g is a finite coupling constant.

For higher dimensions (v > 6), new divergences appear in the expansion (2.9). For example, at v=6, one finds as resi-
due ~[+(3,v)*+(v+1)*—1]. This cannot be canceled by the previous counterterms in (2.8) since ¢* theory is nonrenor-
malizable beyond v=4. Anyhow, it is possible to derive trace identities by computing the residue at v=2,4,... of
Indet[(—3?+m?4v)/(—082+m?)] in two independent ways: first from the Feynman-diagram expansion (2.9) and then
from the expansion of this Indet in terms of the scattering data [for a spherically symmetric v(r)].>!?

Now we go back to our problem. The extrema of effective action S in (2.8) are general solutions of the nonlocal gap
equation:

v—4
x> = yx). (2.14)
4gp

1 1
x —
< ’ —3%4+m?4v(:) —03*+m?

No general method is known to solve such equations, except in one dimension.>>!%!* We develop here a method to find
spherically symmetric solutions of these equations. This method consists in expressing the effective action itself, (2.8), as
explicitly as possible, in terms of the scattering data of a given problem, and then extremize S with respect to those
data. Since v(r) is rotationally invariant, we can expand in partial waves:

—3%4m240()

In det
[ —3%+m?

= 3 dv,DInAU4+v/2—1), » 2.15)
1=0

where d(v,1) stands for the degeneracy of angular momentum / in a v-dimensional Euclidean space,

2l +v=2)T(4+v—2)

dv,l)= Tv—1)

(2.16)

and
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—3,24m2+ (A2 — 1) /ri4u(+)
A(L)= det 1 ) 2.17)
-3, 2 4+m?*+(A*— ) /r?

It is now clear that the spectral problem (1.8) in the angular momentum provides the adequate scattering data in this
case (v=2,3,4;m25£0). These scattering data read in this case (see Introduction)

D(7): continuum contribution ,
{Ax >0}: discrete eigenvalues ,
{cx}: normalization coefficients .

We know!? that

F(A)
AN)=—"7, (2.18)
M=
where F(A) is the Jost function for the potential v in angular momentum variables [see Eq. (1.10)] and F; is the Jost
function in the free case v =0 [see (1.11)]. Therefore we can write a dispersion relation for A(A):

72 A—Ag 27 [ InD(7)
A(A)= exp {— d (2.19)
( KI;II AtAg P fO Ay
In this way the sum over / in (2.15) can be performed:
indet | =Xtm ity | _ Nz PAg,v)— f drinD(r) 22 , (2.20)
—3%+m? K=1 dA |acir
where
2l4+v—2 I'l+v—2) A
=— — 221
eAv)= 2,% I T—D eI @21)
This function @ will be reexpressed in a simpler form. Inserting in (2.21) the identities
v A 1 A 1 1
- h————————=A+4~ — 222
ll+ i T w Tk M v sl vy @22
and
Fv—2+1) _ 1 U vmsatyq_y2—v
=t b (1—2)~"dt (2.23)
we can sum over / with the help of the formula
& 1 x3dx
= = —1+s . .
§ I+z 0 1ot for z=v/2—1+s (2.24)
We finally obtain
2) 4k A sds 121 —¢)2 x*
Av)=—2 t nh——— v/2— 1—___ ]
@(A,v) argta + —2 o Tv—1) f TG v dtf x 1—(1—t)x (2.25)

From now on we shall separate the cases v=2, v=3, and v=4 (m2:£0).
III. EFFECTIVE ACTION IN TWO, THREE, AND FOUR DIMENSIONS

A. Two dimensions

We start from expressions (2.8), (2.20), and (2.25). To express Seff('V—>2) we shall first of all study the local terms in v
from Eq. (2.8). Since the mass scale is naturally given by m?£0, we can set m2=1 without loss of generality; it
amounts to setting v =m vy and r =ry/m with vy and r, dimensionless.

The first local part reads

P —v/DC vt [ = lotridr . (3.1)

This generates three terms: The first one is the pole at v=2 from I'(1—v/2). It reads
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?i’;% " ro(r)dr . 3.2)

It can be reexpressed through the trace identity!?
o Np 4 ©
I, rv(r)dr:—4K2=1 Ak+— [, drinD(r) . (3.3)

Thg second one comes from the expansion around v=2 of the constant factor in front of (2.2). It is also proportional
to f rv(r)dr, which allows one to reexpress it by the same trace identity (3.3). -

The third one comes from the expansion of x*~! around v=2. It will generate the integral Q; = f o " Inrv(r)dr. This
is a typical renormalization effect. Despite Q; not appearing in the trace identities, it can nevertheless be expressed as a
local functional of the scattering data. The derivation of this expression is given in Appendix A. We obtain

0= [ rinr(ridr =—2— £ 72“ 5 InD(7) InD(+')drd7’
4 o )\,
+= [ 7 InD(7)[ Reg(i7) + In2]d7— = f d ———InD(r)
T YO
Np A _ Ag+A
423 In | —oK M In [ XL (3.4)
K=1 cxgT*(Ag) 1<K*L <Ng Ak —ArL
The second local part reads
-i IRECE (3.5

This term does not seem to have a local expression in terms of the scattering data. For instance, if we try to compute
0Q, /dck, we are left (after partial integration) with a term proportional to

2
f dv(r) Pk (")d

r

In contrast with dQ, /dck (see Appendix A), this term does not show as a total derivative. The ( Indet) term in (2.8) will
be obtained from (2.20) and (2.25). We compute ¢(A,v) in (2.25) when v—2. Several terms must be considered.

-2 arg tanh[2A /v—2] is replaced by *ir, according to the prescription A=Aq+ie. The derivative of the term, which
appears in the continuum contribution (2.20), generates a 8(). This leads to the appearance of a term InD(0) in the ef-
fective action.

4N /v—2 generates a pole term which will read

4
v—2

2 AK——f InD(r)dr

K=1

(3.6)

This cancels as expected, with the pole generated by the first local term in v in (3.3) and (3.4).
Finally we have to compute the remaining finite part of ¢:

¢'k()\,)=——2f sdsf fo T—(l————)—dxdt

with @, (0)=0. Differentiating with respect to A we get!’

dpr
A

hence

=4y +2

21/1(7»)+7rc0t7r7»+—i— I ,

A
Pr(Ag)=47Ag +4InT(Ag)+21n |l K

+21InAg ims”, 3.7)

where #"=2E(Ax) (where E stands for the function “integer part”). Combining Egs. (3.1)—(3.7), we finally obtain

Seir= wz% £ Tz*fz)z InD(7) InD(7') d7d 7'+ InD(0)

2

NB
dr+2 > In |4
K=1

w | Y2 AgInD(7)
8 fo [ X - sinmAg

Fo1 Agi+r?

k 1<K+#L <Ny
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where 4" is equal to

Ng Ng
>, 1 |one iw for each eigenvalue, coming from —2argtanh ;—2}—2— ] + 3 2E(Ag) (3.9)
K=1 - K=1

[which comes from the poles in 3, ¢(Ax0)].

B. Three dimensions

In this case, we can set directly v=3 in the local terms in v of Eq. (2.8). No trace identity is available to express an in-
tegral of r%v(r) or r?v2(r) in terms of the scattering data. The local term remains of the form

Q3=f0°ar2

The (Indet) can be obtained from (2.20) and (2.25) when v—3. Using the fact that!® lim,_ oet —!~€=8(¢), we obtain

dr . (3.10)

2
v(r) 2gv(r)

—s+1/2__ys+1/2

A 1
@(A,3)=—2arg tanh2A +4A —2 fo sds fo d s dx .

From the definition and properties of ¥(x)=(d /dx ) InT'(x)," we finally get
A
@(A,3)=—27 foxdx tanmx . (3.11)

Hence the effective action reads in three dimensions:

o0 NB A ©
Sar=2 " (—rtanhrr) nD(DAr—27 3 F, " xtanmxdx+ [ 7 rh(r) [1_—”% drtims (3.12)
K=1
where
Ny [E(Ag—1/2)
H=3 3 (2n+1)
K=1 n=0

[due to the poles in the integrand of (3.11) when x =n + +, n integer].

C. Four dimensions (m25£0)

We start again from (2.8), (2.20), and (2.25) to obtain the expression for the effective action in terms of the scattering
data, and we set m?=1.

The first local term in (2.8) will give, as in the case wv=2, three contributions: a pole
(proportional [1/(v—4)] f Ow r3v(r)dr), a finite term proportional to f Ow r3v(r)dr, and another finite term proportion-
al to fo r3nrv(r)dr.

The second local term in (2,8) gives three contributions due to the coupling-cgnstant renormalization. One is a pole
proportional to [1/(v—4)] f 0 r:uz(r)dr, one is a finite part proportional to f o r3v%(r)dr, and the last one is another
finite part proportional to f rvXr)Inrdr. It is useful to combine the poles, which allows us to reexpress
the residue at v=4 through the trace identity:

© NB ©
[P +2wnldr =24 3 AK3+—:— [ drmD(n) . (3.13)
K=1

Finite local terms contain the expression
—+ [ Plo¥n+20(m) ] 1nr dr (3.14)

which cannot be reexpressed as a local functional of the scattering data.
The Indet term follows from (2.25). Here it is easier to compute d¢/0A rather than ¢ itself. In order to obtain the
limit v—4, we use the properties of the distribution:!®

t2——v
r'(3—wv)
Partially integrating Eq. (2.25) and using the properties of 1(x),'® we get

=6'(t)+0(v—4) . (3.15)

P v—)=— 134 [ 291 +5) 491 —5)ds +O(v—a) (3.16)
’ v—4 0 : .
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The contribution of the pole A3/(v—4) to the Indet in (2.20) exactly cancels the pole in the local terms as expected.
The poles in the integrand of (3.16) will contribute to the imaginary part of the effective action as a factor

E)
+im#" where #'= ¥ n? (3.17)

n=1

since @ can be rewritten as

()= ds+0(v—4) . (3.18)

[2¢( 1+4s)+ cotms +

Finally, to obtain an interesting expression for S we must define precisely the renormalized coupling constant in terms
of a physically meaningful quantity. In the massive theory, we can define the renormalized coupling constant by
gr /N = —T"(0,0,0,0) where I'y(0,0,0,0) stands for the one-particle-irreducible (1PI) four-point function at zero exter-
nal momentum. To compute this four-point function at leading order in 1/N, we come back to the definition of Sg
[(2.8) and (2.13)]:

-—82+m2+v rn‘v-2 v —4 1 1 *® 5
Serr= Indet — - d”. )—m —_— 4+ (x)d*x. (3.19)
ff nae ——82+m2 (417)1'/2 2 f xv(x 161T2(V——4) + SgF fo v x
We set
1 ZR
+ (Indmr+1—7y) (3.20)

8gr 3202 | 3212

for conveniency of the next computations. It then follows by a standard computation that the 1PI four-point function
reads

C4a,a30,(X1:%2,%3,X4) =84 4,84,4, T (X1,X2,%3,x4) + two other crossed terms. (3.21)
At leading order in 1/N, T reads
[(x{,x2,X3,X4)= %S(xl —Xx5)8(x3—x4)G(x4,x3) , (3.22)

where G is the propagator of the v field:
-1

G(x,y) & Se 323
*yI= Sv(x)dv(y) (3:23)
In Fourier space, G reads [from (3.19)]
(47)* 1
G(k)= argtanh | ———————— | . (3.24)
zr+(1+am? /K372 00 (1+k2/m?)172 ]
When k2 goes to 0 (m25£0), G(k) goes to a finite limit 1672 /(zx + 1); and we finally obtain
__ g6m
8r = 1 t2x . (3.25)

This allows us to give the expression for the effective action of a massive theory in four dimensions, in terms of the
scattering data, and the renormalized coupling constant, from Egs. (2.8), (3.13), (3.14), (3.16), and (3.25):

- Np A
seff:;zr- J.” PlIn2— 4 + Rey(in)] InD(r)d 7+ 2 Hn2z— 3+ £ “ 52 2¢(1+x>+wcotvx—% dx
Np E(Ag)
—+ fo 31nr[2+u(r)]v(r)dr+—1— {EEL ]f rvi(rdrric 3, 3 12 (3.26)
K=1 Il=1

IV. EFFECTIVE ACTION IN ONE-DIMENSIONAL AND MASSLESS FOUR-DIMENSIONAL CASES

A. One dimension

It is known that the one-dimensional effective action S ¢ can be reexpressed in a closed form as a local functional of
the scattering data of the auxiliary problem (1.9) studied in the Introduction:
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d? 2
—;,—x';-}-V(x) plx)=k"@(x) .

We recall that these data are the modulus of the Jost function | F(k)|, k €R™; the set of eigenvalues (positive zeros of
F) {kj,j=1,...,Ng}; and the set of corresponding normalization coefficients {cj,j=1,...,Ng} (see the Introduction).
We obtain

Np .
Ser=—23 Ple))+ [~ plokin| F(k) | %dk , 4.1
j=1

where

: 3 2_,,2y172
Px)=argtanh T+ 47 X (mT—p )T gy L 4P , 4.2)
x 2  3g 2g 4dx |, _wk

m is defined by the equation (m2—u?)m = —2g, where u is the bare oscillator mass, and g is the coupling constant.
For large N, the energy levels of this quantum-mechanical problem with N degrees of freedom read

2

2 172
3—’”—2:”— ] +O(1/N), 4.3)

E,,,:%m +Im+2n

where n and /, respectlvely, stand for the principal and angular quantum numbers. This allows us to reinterpret m as the
angular quantum.'*

B. Four dimensions—m2=0

We come back to the functional determinant in Eq. (2.8), which we expand in partial waves as in (2.15). Now we set
m?2=0; A(A) [in (2.15)] reads

—9,24+ (A2 —5)/r*+u(+)

A(L)= det . (4.4)
3,24+ N2 —F)/r?
The linear problem naturally associated with A(A) is
1 AZ
ar2 ” 5 —— (- )] —_ X (4.5)

Through the change of variables

V(x)sez"——v(rz) ,

x = Inugr, W(x)=e *"2X(r),

Mo

where i is an arbitrary mass scale, Eq. (4.5) is equivalent to

+V(x) |W(x,A)=—A*W(x,A), (4.6)

d
d 2

where

lim V(x)= lur(x)r 2(r)=0

X —>— 00

lim V(x)= lim r%(r)=0
X—>+ o0 r—-+4+o
We assume that v(r) decreases faster than r —2 for large r so that V(x) decreases exponentially (or at least very fast) for
x — + . Hence we can identify InA(A) with the logarithm of the Jost function defined in (1.11):

-3, 24+ =$)/r240(0)
Indet " = Indet
—3,24+(A2—1)/r?

— 3,24+ A2+ V(")

— 2
Eryrvranln InF(—A%V) . 4.7

A dispersion relation for F reads

2| A=k 1 +e _Adk'
F(_,\Z,V)=J£Il x+xj~ exp —;fo PO In|F(k')|?|, 4.8)
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where «; is defined as in one dimension. Hence, from (2.15)

=2 N
—V 4o ® B I4+v/2—1—k; . o
Indet = —_— ] . 4.
nde ——_“?— I§0 jgld(v,l )In Iv/2—14x; + continuum contribution 4.9)
This leads to
_§2+v(-) Np 1 +
Indet B E(P(Kj,v)——;f dk plk,v)In|F(k)| , (4.10)

where @ and p are defined exactly as in (2.21). @ is therefore given by expression (3.16).

The contribution from the local terms can be expressed in terms of the scattering data of problem (1.9) by means of
trace identities. The linear term in v from Eq. (2.8) vanishes, when m?=0, due to the (m?) factor that appears in front
of it.

We have given the bare coupling constant g a dimension by introducing 1/g =pu,"~*/85 where i, is the mass scale in-
troduced in the change of variables (4.6). 1/gp must be renormalized as in (2.13) to cancel the UV divergences appearing
in the Indet. Once this is done, the finite part of the quadratic term can be rewritten as

® +e 6 & 4 rpte 2
fo roirdr= [ Vixdx=% 3 xS+ - f In|F(7)|%dr, 4.11)

[P (ndr= [ xp2x0dx | (4.12)

There is no available trace identity for this last term. Let us introduce now the mean size u~'=R of the potential v(r)
through the identity

_ _fo In(uor w2(r)ridr . 4.13)

L ]
fo r3v(r)dr

Ho

In

In the x variables, In(u /1) corresponds to the center of gravity of the squared potential in the x axis. From Egs. (4.10),
(2.8), (2.13), (3.16), and (4.11)—(4.13), we obtain for the effective action

2¢(1+x)+7rcot7rx—-l- +—l—- fszRel/J(iT)ln]F(T)lsz
47 Jo

NB Kj 2
Ser= 3, fo x
j=t

x
+27? g ] ’ + continuum contribution | | — L ln& + 1 (—++y—Inm) (4.14)
= 3 8gs p o R ' )
It is natural to introduce the running coupling constant. We define
61 1 Mo 1
————=2?) |- ———In—+ (—=2+y—Inm) (4.15)
ghu/pg) l 8¢r  "m < m2m 1T
so the effective action reads
Np K; E(Ag)
Seit= >, ‘ 32,#2 K_,-3+ fosz 21/:(1+x)+'n'cot1rx—% dxtim ¥ n?
j=1 n=1
+ o0 2
-2 [T 2| P |2 |Reptin+ 227 | | 4.16)
4 - &R

where gg(u /1) is the effective coupling constant at the dimensionless scale (u/u,) associated with the field configura-
tion V(x) through (4.13). It must be remarked that this massless effective action has a closed form in terms of the
scattering data associated with the linear problem (1.9). This will allow us to get exact analytic solutions (instantons) of
the zero-mass version of the gap equation (2.14), provided that the scale (u/u,) remains fixed. So we shall get extrema
or stationary points of the effective action with a constraint on the dilatations on r or equivalently on the translations on
x: V(x) will be obtained up to a translation on x, through inverse scattering transformation; this translational degree of
freedom will be suppressed by the constraint, and V(x) will be uniquely determined.

APPENDIX A: NEW TRACE IDENTITY

0
We want to obtain an explicit expression for Q; = f r Inrv(r)dr in terms of the scattering data of v(r). An easy way
to do that is to compute the derivatives of Q; with respect to those scattering data. We recall that the functional deriva-
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tives of v(r) with respect to the scattering data can be explicitly obtained from the Gel’fand-Levitan-Marchenko equa-

tion:!?
1d]1 4 o rsinhwr Vg
—_— et LU 2 2
Bu(r)=—— ‘r - fo DT [@(r,iT)] 8D(¢)dr+4K2 cchK(r)dk @x(r)8Ag + @ X(r)ck ] (A1)

where @ is the regular solution of the radial Schrédinger equation (1.8) such that lim,_, ; ., e’@(r,A)=1. This enables
us to explicitly compute all derivatives of Q; with respect to scattering data. The first derivative reads

2(r)
o [Tt P ] dr . (A2)
’
Partial integration leads to
8Q; © @xr) 2
=-2 —dr=—, A3
SCK f 2 Cx ( )
where @k (r)=g@(r,Ax) is the eigenfunction corresponding to the eigenvalue Ag of the linear problem (1.8). We recall
2
—1__ © Pk (r)
=J[, —dr. (A4)
Hence
Q1=~—2lnCK+Q2(A,K,D(T)) . (A5)

We now compute

—== ["In ¢K<r> A<P("7~K) dr
Again, through partial integration,we get
80, o 4cg
SA,K =Jo "‘—"‘¢7K EYY ¢(r )"K ar . (A6)

Now we write ¢ as
(p(r,AK+8kK)—<p(r,kK)

BAg—0 Ak =¢x(n) (A7)
K——>
and we use the equality
(r,A)(r,A)
Edr—W(qn(r,m,fp(r,xz)):"’——‘:f———i(xﬁ-xf) : (A8)

where W is the Wronskian of the two solutions @(r,A,) and ¢(r,A;). We now set A;—A, in (A8), and using (A7) and
(A8), we integrate exactly (A6). Using the behavior of ¢(r,A) when r —0 (Ref. 12),

pira)=ER) (71) poAt1/2_ F(AM A+1/2 (A9)
we finally get

80, a4 2F"(7»K)

kA S FOg) (410

We integrate (A 10) with the help of
Np

FA) _ A—Ag 2\ e InD(7)
Fo(R) ~Kr=!1 [k—i—kx ]ex T f" 242 dr (A11)
and
2 T(A+1)
Fo(A)=—"—+——1—->
o) Vor (A12)

which leads to
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Ny —24, —2
2 T Ak
= —2Incg +2In [Ap——— [+ — d71nD(7)
0= 2 K+ K200 f T2’
Ax+rr |
+ > In|——— | +Q3(D(7) . (A13)
1<K+#L<Np }‘K—}"L
Q3 follows from differentiating Q with respect to InD(7); and following the same scheme as above
80, 1 rsinhwr 2
= —_— j d Al4
8D(1) f r [D(N)7]? [ptrin)]" \dr (Al4)
By partial integration, and using Eq. (A8) for A;=iT=A,, we finally get
7'2+'r
0i=—; L £ 3€0 ~InD(7) InD(7')d7dr’
N
4 pe . 4 po B 2
—I—; fO InD(7)[ Re1/1(17')+1n2]d'r—; fO Kélm‘lnl)(?‘)d’r
Ng A _ Ac+Ar |
23 In|—K 0N g 2K (A15)
K=1 ck[T(Ag)] 1<K+#L <Np Ag—AL

The numerical constant (In4#) for each eigenvalue has been adjusted taking for v and exactly solvable potential.

*Laboratoire associé au CNRS no LA 280.
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