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We deduce an experimental upper bound +[[(7°—pte~) +I(#7°—>p=e*)]/ I'(#°—all)
<7x107% (90% C.L.) on the branching ratios of 7°—>u*e¥ decays from available data. We con-
sider the existing constraints on the underlying muon-number-violating interaction and find that the
present experimental information on g~ —e ™ conversion in sulfur implies an upper limit on the
m°—u*e™ branching ratios which is not likely to be larger than 10—,

I. INTRODUCTION

In the minimal standard SU(2); X U(1) gauge theory of
the electroweak interactions! (the standard model with a
single Higgs doublet) muon-number violation can arise
only if the neutrinos have mass. In this theory, if there
are no further lepton families beyond the three we know,
the largest possible branching ratios for muon-number-
violating processes (such as upu—ey, u~"N—e N,
K; —pe) are orders of magnitude below the present ex-
perimental limits.>* This is due to the suppression factors
m,2/My? contained in the amplitudes, and the experi-
mental limits on the neutrino masses." However, the
branching ratios of muon-number-violating processes
could be larger in many theoretical schemes that go
beyond the minimal standard model. The possibilities in-
clude: existence of flavor-changing neutral gauge bosons
(for example, the gauge bosons associated with horizontal
gauge interactions,’ or the gauge bosons present in extend-
ed hypercolor theories®); existence of flavor-changing neu-
tral Higgs bosons (in the standard model this would re-
quire the presence of more than one Higgs doublets’);
composite models;® muon-number violation mediated by

light leptoquarks (present in some grand unified theories’
and in extended hypercolor theories®); muon-number
violation mediated by supersymmetric partners of the usu-
al SU(2); X U(1) gauge bosons;!° existence of new elec-
troweak interactions.!! Muon-number violation may be
stronger also in the minimal standard model if further
lepton families, involving heavier neutrinos, exist.

The relative size of the rates of various muon-number-
violating reactions depends on the mechanism of muon-
number violation, and also on the model and its parame-
ters. It is therefore important to search for all possible
muon-number-violating processes.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the decays
7°—u*e¥, potentially interesting for facilities with high-
intensity pion beams.!? A preliminary report on this
study was given in Ref. 13. Subsequently, the decays
7°—p*e¥ have been investigated in Ref. 14.

J

In Sec. IT we deduce an experimental upper limit on the
branching ratios of 7°—pu*e™ from existing data. In Sec.
II1, the 7°—>u*e ™ amplitudes are given for a general local
effective interaction. In Sec. IV we explore what con-
straints are imposed on the coupling constants of the ef-
fective interaction (and thus on the 7°—u*e™ branching
ratios) by the present experimental information on
pu~—e” conversion in nuclei. We consider here also the
effective interaction in the light of possible sources of
muon-number violation suggested by current theories.
The last section contains our conclusions.

II. EXPERIMENTAL LIMIT
ON THE 7°—p*e¥ BRANCHING RATIOS

To date, no experiment has been carried out to search
for the decays m°—pu*e™.!> To determine the best exist-

ing limit for the branching ratios
B(r’—>pteT)=T(7°—pte™)/T(n°—all)

we have examined all past experiments that might have
been sensitive to 7°—pu*e¥. An ideal experiment would
have a copious source of 7s and some means of identify-
ing the particles in the final state. The best limit we can
find comes from a high-statistics experiment!®!” designed
to study K¥—ntr—e*v, decays. This experiment,
which was sensitive to about 10° charged-kaon decays,
also searched for various rare decay modes of the charged
kaon, including K*—>r*uFe*. The K*—7*r° decay
mode, with a branching ratio of 21%, provided a copious,
tagged source of neutral pions. The decays m°—ute™
would appear in charged-kaon decays through the cascade
KF 770 78, %e ¥, The experiment used two seg-
mented threshold Cherenkov counters to identify e* with
the same sign of charge as the decaying kaon. The excel-
lent electron identification enabled them to search for
Kt »gtetu™ and K~ —m~e " ut without requiring a
cut on the pe effective mass. Their limit on
NK*—7*e*u¥) and the fact that 56% (44%) of their
data had incident positive (negative) kaons!” yields

0.56IK*—nrtetu™)/I(K+—all)+0.44T(K~ -7 ute ™) /T(K~—all) < 1.4x 1078 (90% C.L.) . (1)

As
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[(K+*—mtetu™)/T(K*—all) > B(r°—>p~e " )T(K *—>mtn®) /[(K*+ —all)

K~ —>7 e ut)/T(K~ —all)>B(r°—>ute )NK~—>7 7% /(K ~—all),

and since

DK+ —7r+7%)/T(K+ —all) ~I(K ~—7 7% /T(K ~—all)

(Ref. 18), the bound (1) implies!?

[B(#°—pte )+ B(m'—>p~e ) ]apm<7Xx 1078 (90% C.L.) . 2)

An experiment specifically designed to search for 7°—pu*e™ could improve the sensitivity to this process. For exam-
ple, an experiment designed to detect K+t—>mtu*e¥ (Ref. 19) could search for 7°—u*e™ through the cascade
K+t —>atr’—atu*e™. The detection of the 7+ with the right kinematics to indicate a missing mass of 135 MeV/c?
tags the 7°. The experiment of Ref. 19 hopes to be sensitive to ~10'! K+ decays. Since 21% of all K+ decays are into

the 7+ #° channel, it may be possible to search for 7°—pu*e¥ with a branching ratio as low as 10~1°.

A more sensitive

search for 7%—pu*e™ would require a higher-intensity kaon beam than is presently available.

III. THE 7°—p*e¥ AMPLITUDES

Diagrams describing some possible mechanisms for the decays 7°—u*e¥ are shown on Figs. 1 and 2. Regardless of

the underlying decay mechanism, the amplitudes are of the general form

M(1°—pte)=Culp_iysv(g, ) +Diap_l(q,),
/{(170—->,u,‘e+)=517(q_)iysv(p+)+517(q_ wipy),

20

(3)
4)

where p_,p,,q_,q, are the momenta of e —et,u~,ut and C,D,E,ﬁ are constants. The decay rate for 7r°——>,u+e_ is

given by

mﬂ'
M(r'—pte™)= —8;[(1—r82)+r#4—2r#2( 1471 2(1—r2—r,%

X |]C|?

" e

M 2 2
zgr—(l—ryz)z( |C|*+|D|*,

where r,=m,/m, and r,=m,/m, (m,,m,, and m, are
the masses of the electron, muon, and pion). The same
expression holds for I“(7r°—>,u“e +), but with C and D re-
placed by C and D, respectively.?!

In the following we shall assume that the muon-
number-violating quark-lepton interaction responsible for
7®—p*e¥ can be represented by a local Hermitian?! ef-
fective Hamiltonian of the form

G _ _
Heff=—‘/f[(fme’}’k.u-|—fAAe‘}/}"’)/5.u)J)'ll
+(fspep+fepeiysulF]+He. , (6)
where fy4, fa4, fsp, and fpp are constants, G = Fermi

constant (le‘Smp =2), and J f, JP are isovector opera-
tors given by

(o) (b)

FIG. 1. Electroweak contributions to 7°—u*e¥. (a) Box di-
agrams; (b) induced Z° contribution.
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(5)

Ii=7@yaysu—dy,,d), )
JP=3(@iysu —diysd) . (8)

The interaction (6) is the most general local nonderivative
four-fermion coupling that can contribute to 7°—pute™.
It accounts for the contribution of the diagrams of Fig. 1
(cf. Sec. IV), and also for the contribution of the diagrams
in Fig. 2 unless the square of the mass of the mediating
boson is comparable to or smaller than the square of the
four-momentum it can carry. We shall comment on the

el
— o)
u,d
(c)

FIG. 2. Nonelectroweak contributions to P—pFe¥. (a)
Contribution of a neutral flavor-changing gauge boson; (b) neu-
tral flavor-changing Higgs-boson contribution; (c) leptoquark
contribution.
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latter possibility in Sec. V.
The Hamiltonian (6) gives rise to the following
m°—pu*e¥ amplitudes:

G
C=slfaalme+mmypat+foema’ppl, )
G ..
D= 7—2‘[lfVA(me —my)map 4+ fspma’ppl (10)
~ G
C=—‘/‘-5_[f:A(me +my.)m17pA +f;Pm1rZPP] ’ (11)
~ G ..
D=72—[1f;A(mu_me)m1rpA +fspmpp] (12)
where p 4 and pp are defined by
(0| J5 | 7°(p)) =imup 4Py (13)
0| J?|7%p))=m *op . (14)

The constant p 4 is related to the charged-pion decay con-
stant f, [defined by

(0| dyrysu |mH(p)=ifzpa ,
fr=>=131.9 MeV (Ref. 22)] as
pa=—fn/MmyV2~%0.7 .
pp can be related to p 4 using the equation
M =m,iiysu —mydiysd , (15)

where m, and my, are the (current) masses of u and d.
One finds?®

pp=pam,/(m,+my) . (16)
Hence we obtain (neglecting the mass of the electron)

|C1=1C|=|8x10""f 4y +10"0fpp| ,  (17)

|D|=|D|=|(8X10"Yify,+10""0fsp | , (18)

where we have denoted w=m,/(m,+m;). The corre-
sponding branching ratios are [using I'(7%—all)~7.9 eV
(Ref. 24)]

B(r®—>ute )=B(r®—>u~e™)
~6.7Xx1071% | f a4+ 1.300fpp | ?
+ |ifya+1.30fsp|%) . (19)

It follows that the experimental limit (2) constrains the
coupling constants of (6) as

(| faa+130fpp |2+ |ifya+130fsp |DV2<10.  (20)

IV. CONSTRAINTS ON THE
MUON-NUMBER-VIOLATING COUPLINGS FROM
p~—e~ CONVERSION

Could 7°—pu*e¥ occur with a branching ratio near the
experimental limit (2)? To give an answer, we have to in-
vestigate what constraints are imposed on the muon-
number-violating couplings by other data. To date, the
only further direct information on strangeness-conserving
muon-number-violating couplings between quarks and

leptons comes from experiments searching for conversion
of negative muons into electrons in nuclei.?>~%’ Among
these we find the most constraints for 7°—u¥e¥ to be the
results of a recent search for u~—e™ conversion in
sulfur.26

In the experiment of Ref. 26 no electrons were seen in
the momentum range 96—112 MeV/c. This implies a
limit?®

B2 (S Jexpn = [T (78) /T378) e

<7%10~11(909% C.L.) (21)

on the branching ratio of the coherent conversion process
[the process in which the nucleus remains in the ground
state, and consequently the electrons are monoenergetic,
with the maximum possible energy (E,"**=104.7 MeV
for a_*’S target)]. In Eq. (21), I}3(*’S) is the total
B~ +>2S—v,+32P* capture rate.

Coherent 1~ —e ™~ conversion would take place if the
muon-number-violating interaction contained terms in-
volving scalar or vector %uark densities. Such terms do
not contribute to 7°—u~e¥ decays. To contribute to
coherent conversion on 32§ the couplings must also be iso-
scalar, the ground state of 3’S being an I=0 state. For
couplings of the forms

o G _ _ _ -
LV 0= Y wertu+ ety sp) @y u +dyad)
(22)
and

L5 0= %( Weu+fi¥eiysp) s (@u+dd), (23)

the branching ratios of coherent p~ +32S—e ~+32S con-
version are?

B(8)=T76.3(| fi¥ | >+ | fav D) (24)
and

Bi(P8)=69.1(| £33 | >+ | /55 1) 5 (25)
consequently, the lirﬁit (21) implies

(AP2+ [ fap 1912 <9.6x1077 (26)
and

( 'fég) | 2+ !fl(’g') 2)1/2510—6 . 27

The experiment of Ref. 26 constrains also the coupling
constants of the interaction (6). For couplings of this type
the conversion strength is not concentrated at the end of
the electron momentum spectrum but instead the average
electron energy is expected to be around 80 MeV, as the
average neutrino energy in ordinary muon capture.?®:3°
The electron spectrum in Ref. 26 was measured for elec-
tron momenta above 80 MeV/c. Bounds on the muon-
number-violating coupling constants could be obtained by
calculating capture rates to particular excited states of 32§
and comparing the results with experimental upper limits
for these rates, deduced from the measured electron yields
and the theoretical electron momentum spectrum due to
known processes. For our purposes it will be sufficient to
concentrate on the quantity



B,,.(328;80 MeV /c)=T . (*’S;80 MeV /c)/T};(*S)

p_=pT*

= s

p_=80MeV/c

T, (3%8;p _)/T0(%8) ,

(28)

i.e., on the branching ratio corresponding to the sum of
branching ratios of p~—e~ transitions over the full
momentum range in which the electrons were searched
for. The experimental electron momentum spectrum
agrees with the expected spectrum above 80 MeV/c¢ from
p~ decay in orbit and from radiative p capture in both
shape and rate to within ~20%. Taking this as an esti-
mate for the largest u~—e~ signal which could be
present in the data, we find

B,o(328;80 MeV /€)expr <4 1077, (29)

Since for a given nucleus a substantial fraction of all

U~ —>e~ transitions is expected to result in electrons with’

momenta above 80 MeV/c, the experimental limit (29) en-
ables us to set a rather secure upper bound on the total
U~ —>e” conversion rate I‘ffet(nS), a quantity which can

be estimated without the knowledge of the nuclear wave
I

A=

+hp(E/M)

E
84+(84 +m,lgp)m

E _
3g4>+84(84 +mugp)yr+(@a+mugp (E/2M)*
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functions. Assuming that I‘,,,,(”S; 80 MeV/c) accounts
for a half or more of all 4~ —e ~ transitions, (29) implies

B e (38 ey =[T5r (328) /Tjn(328) / Jexpe < 8X 107° . (30)

The contribution of (6) to T',%(>*S) can be estimated us-
ing the closure approximation,?”® which gives a good
description of total rates for ordinary muon capture for a
wide range of elements.>! For the total 4~ —e ™ conver-
sion rate on a nucleus of charge Z and atomic number A4
we find, following the procedure of Ref. 29,

F}fe‘(Z,A)
32
G m,E

= _Z’4(4-2)
1672 (137)3

Yy > a(n)

Z2A | gu | |1

(31)

where E is the average electron energy, | Pl 2., represents
an average of |@, | ? [@,= muon wave function normal-
ized as @,(0)=1] over the nuclear volume, and 8™ is a
nucleon-nucleon correlation parameter,3? analogous to the
quantity 8 appearing in the closure formula for the total
p~+Z—v,+(Z —1) capture rate.” The quantity A is
given by

(1 fva |2+ [ Faa | D+hp2E2M(| fsp |2+ | fop | D)

Re(ifyafsp—Saafpp) - (32)

In Eq. (32) M is the nucleon mass and g 4,gp,hp are the form factors in single-nucleon matrix elements of J3 and J?

- T
(N |IE N @) =N(p)lgaaars+eraysil 5 N ),

(N(p") |JP|N(p))=N(p") hp(qz)im% NQp),

evaluated at g>=m,*—2m, E (¢=p_—q_).

To estimate I'};(Z,4) we shall take E=80 MeV, sug-
gested by the magnitude of the average neutrino energy in
ordinary muon capture. It follows that g?~—0.5m,>
Thus

g4=84(qg*=—0.5m,?)
=(1+0.5m,>/m 4*)"%g4(0)=~1.25, (34)
where we have used m, =107 GeV (Ref. 33) and

24(0)=1.26 (Ref. 34). For gp we shall use the PCAC
(partial conservation of axial-vector current) prediction’’

m
mng(q2)Z_‘/§fﬂgﬂNN—;n—_2:':_'?

”

+(4Mm,, /m 4*)g4(0) , (35)

where g yn (=~13.4) (Ref. 36) and f, (~131.9 MeV) (Ref.
22) are the pion-nucleon coupling constant and the pion
decay constant, respectively. Consequently,

(33)

m,gp(g*=—0.5m,%)~—10.7 . (36)

hp can be estimated using the relation (15). Neglecting
the isoscalar contribution (proportional to m, —my), we
find

hp(g?)=(w/m,)[2Mg 4(q*)—q’gp(q?)], 37
and consequently
hp=hp(g*=—0.5m,*)~13.20 , (38)

where, as before, w=m,/(m,+my). Using (34), (36),
(38), |@]|%,~0.53 (Ref. 37), 8™~3 (Ref. 32), and
Tyon(328)expr=(1.352+0.003) X 10° sec™! (Ref. 31), we ob-
tain
B (P8)=(1.9% 10" | fya |2+ | faa |®)

+(1.6X1072)( | fsp | 2+ | frp | Po?

+(4.7X lo_z)ﬂ)Re(ifVAf;p—fAAf;p) . (39)

Hence the experimental bound (30) implies
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[ fva |+ | faa | D+ (8.2X 10720 | fsp | 2+ | frp [2)+(2-5Xlo_l)wRe(ifVAf;P_fAAf;P)]l/ZSZX10_4 (40)

for the coupling constants of (6).%®

Let us consider now the consequences of the bound (40)
on the 7°—u*e ¥ branching ratios.

For a pure axial-vector-type coupling (40) yields

(| frva >+ | faa | D2 <2x 1074, 41)
As a result, we obtain the bound [cf. Eq. (19)]

B(n®—>pu*te¥)<3x10717. (42)
For the pseudoscalar-type couplings the constraint is
(I fsp >+ | fep | )2 <(TX 107 /o0, (43)
implying
B(m°—pu*e¥)<6x10716, (44)

independent of the quark masses.>’

To conclude this section, we shall consider yet briefly
some possible sources of the effective interaction (6).

A. The minimal standard model

The lowest-order diagrams describing the transitions
uit —>pure¥,dd —>ute™ relevant to 7°—>u*e® are shown
in Fig. 1. Their contribution to the effective coupling
constants of the Hamiltonian (6) is given by*°

(45)
fsp=frp=0,

where Uej,U'uj are elements of the neutrino mixing ma-
trix, m; are the neutrino masses, and » is the number of
fermion generations.

With only the three known lepton families, the largest
possible neutrino mass is given by the upper limit of 250
MeV for m; (Ref. 4). Using the constraint
| UesUps | <1072 valid for 35 MeV <m; <300 MeV
(Ref. 41), we obtain

[frval=|faa] <1078, (46)

and consequently B(m°—pu*e¥) <1072, | fy |, | faal
could be larger than the upper bound (46) if further lepton
families exist. It should be noted however that for a wide
range of values of the heavy-neutrino mass B(u—ey)
and B,cﬁ,h( 328) are more constraining for fy,,f44 than
Btot(SZS)

e :

B. Extended electroweak models

An attractive extension of the standard model is a
gauge theory of the electroweak interactions based on
SU(2), XSU(2)g XU(1). In some versions of these
models muon-number-violating processes may have large
rates even in the three-generation case, due to the presence
of heavy right-handed neutrinos!! The dominant dia-

grams for uit—>pu*e¥,dd—u*e™ are expected to be the
same as those in Fig. 1, but with the left-handed gauge bo-
sons replaced by their right-handed counterparts. The
corresponding coupling constants £}, and f,, are propor-
tional to

[(M12—M22)/mWR2](mWLZ/mWRZ)

(M, M, are heavy-neutrino masses),!! and could be larger
than the bound (46). To our knowledge, sufficiently de-
tailed calculations are not available, but also in these
models B(u—sey) and BZ“Z}‘(”S) are expected to constrain
Sva>faa more than T';;(*’S) for a wide range of values of
the heavy neutrino masses.

C. Flavor-changing neutral-gauge-boson
exchange [diagram (a) in Fig. 2]

Examples are the gauge bosons associated with possible
horizontal gauge interactions.” The simplest possibility is
horizontal interactions governed by a U(1) gauge group.*?
The associated gauge boson Y is Hermitian and couples to
the fermion mass eigenstates as*?

Ly =8y(MyTYru +1 477 ysu+Eydyid
+E4dyaysd +Bysyad + - -
+oyityre+o 40717 se
+pyeyre+ -+ )Y *+H.c. , 47

where g;, is the horizontal gauge coupling constant, and
the quantities 15,74, ..., depend on the U(1) quantum-
number assignment and on the various mixing angles and
phase parameters. In the absence of generation mixing
the interaction (47) is flavor conserving. The Lagrangian
(47) generates an effective four-fermion interaction (as-
suming my?>>py? py=four-momentum of Y) of the
form (6), with

fxa=V28"0k(n4—E4)/Gmy® (k=V,A) . 48)

Values of fy4,f44 as large as the bound (41) cannot be
ruled out.* The bound (41) implies
my>25gy | Na—Ea|'(Joy |+ |04 |}/ Tev.

Flavor-changing neutral color-singlet gauge bosons are
present also in extended hypercolor models.® Since they
generate the masses of the ordinary fermions, their masses
(unlike those of the horizontal bosons discussed above)
cannot be arbitrarily large. u~—>e ™ conversion in the ob-
servable range is expected,® unless the pertinent mixing
angles are too small.

D. Flavor-changing neutral-Higgs-boson
exchange [diagram (b) in Fig. 2]

In the standard model of the electroweak interactions
with more than one Higgs doublets the interactions of the
neutral Higgs bosons with the fermions contain in general
flavor-changing terms.” The coupling of a Hermitian
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Higgs field ¢y to the leptons and the quarks has the gen-
eral form
Ly =g +gp iy su +g§'dd + g7 diy d
+§V5d + - - +gsfie +g5ep
+gpiliyse +8p€iysp+ )y - (49)

The corresponding effective constants fsp,fpp are (assum-
ing mH2 >>PHZ)

frir=V2gt (g —gs)/Gmy? (k=S,P). (50)

Values of fsp and fpp as large as the bound (43) are not
ruled out.** Unlike in the model with one Higgs doublet,
the Higgs-field—fermion couplings are undetermined. In
one special case they are proportional to the heaviest fer-
mion mass in the given charge sector.*® As-
suming gg=gp=2""V'G m,, gp"=2""VGm,, gt
=2Y*V'G m, (ignoring mixing angles), the bound (43)
would imply [with m,=4.2 MeV, m;=7.5 MeV (Ref.
23), and assuming m, =30 GeV] my > 1.4 TeV.

Contributions to the effective interaction (6) may also
come from Higgs bosons associated with extensions of the
standard model. In extended hypercolor theories the
states corresponding to Higgs bosons are the color-singlet
pseudo-Goldstone bosons.®

E. Leptoquark exchange [diagram (c) in Fig. 2]

Leptoquarks are present in grand unified theories and
also in extended hypercolor theories. In extended hyper-
color theories® and also in some classes of grand unified
theories® they are sufficiently light to mediate some rare
processes with rates in the observable range.*® In lowest
order leptoquark exchange generates only semileptonic in-
teractions. Both spin-one and spin-zero leptoquarks
occur.

The most general four-fermion interaction for
uit—p*e¥ and dd—p*e™ transitions arising from the
exchange of a spin-one leptoquark is of the form (assum-
ing myg?>>pro?)

(u)—

G o _
H = 7—2—[(n§z‘if’unue7”u +n iy v sueyty su

(u) —, =

+ Ay ey y su +n iy v s peytu)
+(u—d)]+H.c. (51)
With the fields rearranged in the eT';ugT ;g order, the
Hamiltonian (51) is a sum of V-, 4-, S-, and P-type cou-
plings, with £ =1, Ui =1, ¥ =1, f¥=—r%
(g =u,d). As a consequence f 4=fpy, Sfva=Ffar,
Spp=fss, and fsp=—fps where the constants fyy, fay,

fss, and fpg are defined by
G _ _ _ -
H=—"51wer u+faver*ysp) @y au —dy;d)
+(fssep+fps€iysp)+(itu —dd)]+H.c.

(52)

Thus limits on f;4 (i =V,A4) and f;p (i =S,P) can be ob-
tained in this case also from coherent u ™~ —s>e ~ transitions
sensitive to isovector couplings. The best existing limits
(barring cancellations among the contributing terms in the
pu~—e~ amplitude) come from the experimental results
of I?gf. 27, and are comparable to the bounds (41) and
(43).

The effective interaction due to spin-zero leptoquark
exchange is of the same form as (51) but involving scalar
and pseudoscalar, rather than vector and axial-vector den-
sities. In the Fierz-transformed form f'%=—fi%,
i=—f8, fR=1%, ¥ =FE (g =u,d), so that limits
on fyy,fav (fss,fps) apply to fa4,fva (fpp.fsp) also in
this case. The novel feature is the presence of tensor cou-
plings

G _ e .
Hr=—= Il (819203, 481120, iy s )T u]

+[u—d]} +H.c. (53)

(which contribute to incoherent u~—e ~ conversion, but
not to 7m’—ufe¥) with g%=g® and gr¥=igl¥
(g =u,d).

V. CONCLUSIONS

Our main results are the experimental limit (2), and the
(considerably lower) phenomenological upper bounds (42)
and (44) on the 7°—pu*e ¥ branching ratios.

The bounds (42) and (44) would be weaker if the aver-
age electron energy and/or the ratio Fﬂe(nS; 80
MeV/c)/T}%(**S) were smaller. However, the values of
these quantities are not likely to differ appreciably from
those we took. Effective coupling constants exceeding the
bounds (41) and (43) are not completely ruled out also be-
cause there could be cancellations among the various pos-
sible contributions to 4~ —>e ~ conversion.

The bounds (42) or (44), which correspond to the local
interaction (6), could be violated considerably if—a re-
mote possibility—the gg—ue (g =u,d) transition is
mediated by a light boson of mass (mp) near m,, ex-
changed in the s channel. The right-hand sides of (42) or
(44) would have to be multiplied then by the factor
[(m32+0.5m“2)/(m32——m,,2)]2, arising from the
momentum-transfer dependence of the boson propaga-
tor.*® Other nonlocal terms can be present in the effective
muon-number-violating interaction from nontree contri-
butions, but is unlikely that their effect would be appreci-
able.

We conclude that the present experimental information
on u~—»e~ conversion® implies an upper bound on the
7°—p*e¥ branching ratios which is not likely to be
larger than about 10~ 15, Such branching ratios cannot be

‘ruled out in some extensions of the three-generation

minimal standard model. They are however too small to
be experimentally accessible in the foreseeable future.

Note added in proof. It has recently been brought to
our attention that the experimental limit on 7°—pue ob-
tained by Bryman (Ref. 14) is, in fact,
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B(r®—>pte ) +B(n°—p"et)<7x107% (90% C.L.) .

We have verified this by examining the experiment from
which Bryman obtained his limit. This limit is a factor of
2 more sensitive than our limit [Eq. (2)]. We thank Pro-
fessor T. G. Trippe for pointing out this to us.
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