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Classical stability of round and squashed seven-spheres in eleven-dimensional supergravity

Don N. Page
Center for Theoretical Physt'cs, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 78712

and Department ofPhysics, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
(Received 20 June 1983)

Four-dimensional field equations are derived for perturbations of the seven-sphere size and

squashing parameter in eleven-dimensional supergravity configurations in which the rank-four ten-

sor gauge field strength is proportional to the four-dimensional volume element. Field equations are
also derived for perturbations in the size of a round or squashed Einstein-metric S and in the mag-
nitude of gauge-field-potential components proportional to an antisymmetric torsion tensor on these
seven-spheres. The known anti —de Sitter —invariant solutions with round or squashed seven-

spheres are shown to be classically stable to these perturbations.

I. INTRODUCTION

There are now known to be a number of one-parameter
families of classical solutions of the field equations of
%=1 supergravity in d =11 dimensions in which (i) the
fermion field is set equal to zero, (ii) the geometry is the
product of four-dimensional anti —de Sitter spacetime
(AdS) and a compact seven-dimensional space that is to-
pologically the seven-sphere (S ), and (iii) the rank-four
antisymmetric tensor gauge field strength is AdS invari-
ant. (1) The S may be metrically "round" [So(8) invari-
ant] and the gauge field strength may have the Freund-
Rubin form purely proportional to the AdS Levi-Civita
tensor, giving %=8 supersymmetry in four-dimensional
spacetime; (2) the S may be metrically "squashed"
[maintaining only Sp(2)SSp(1) invariance] by the amount
needed to give the nonstandard Einstein metric on it '

while the gauge field strength maintains the Freund-
Rubin form, leaving, in four dimensions, either N =1 or
N =0 supersymmetry, depending on the orientation of the
squashing ' ' '; (3) the S may be left metrically round
while the gauge field potential is given not only the
Freund-Rubin spacetime components but also components
proportional to an absolutely parallelizing torsion" for the
S, breaking all supersymmetry' '; or (4) the S may be
squashed and the gauge field potential given components
proportional to an antisymmetric torsion which annihi-
lates the Ricci tensor of the squashed S, again destroying
all supersymmetry. ' '

In each of these solutions the AdS invariance imposed
implies that various quantities are constants over the
four-dimensional spacetime: (a) the size of the S, (b) the
degree of squashing, (c) the proportionality between the
Freund-Rubin spacetime components of the gauge field
strength and the Levi-Civita tensor, and (d) the propor-
tionality between the S components of the gauge field po-
tential and the appropriate torsion. The field equations
give relationships between these constant quantities so
that in each of the families listed above there is only one
free parameter, which may be chosen to be the size of the
S, for example.

In this paper various combinations of these four quanti-
ties are allowed to vary as Lorentz scalars over the space-
time, and the spacetime components of the metric are also
allowed to vary. The other components of the metric, the
fermion field, and the gauge field are taken to have the
same form at each spacetime point as in the AdS-invariant
solutions and, hence, are determined purely by the four
Lorentz scalars. The 11-dimensional field equations for
these configurations are reduced to four-dimensional field
equations coupling the metric and scalar fields. The sta-
bility of the AdS-invariant solutions (candidate ground
states) is analyzed against perturbations of the Lorentz
scalar fields.

It is found that when the gauge field strength has the
Freund-Rubin form so that the scalar (d) is zero, both (1)
the round S and (2) the squashed S are classically stable
to both (a) dilations and (b) squashing. The integral of the
dual of the gauge field strength over the compact S gives
a conserved "charge" that is constant over the spacetime
in this case and, hence, fixes (c) the coefficient of the
Freund-Rubin components in terms of (a) and (b). This
conserved charge prevents the S from being unstable to
changing size or shape if suitable asymptotic conditions
are maintained in the four-dimensional spacetime. With a
fixed value of this charge, the AdS-invariant (1) round
and (2) squashed solutions have different asymptotic con-
ditions (e.g. , values of the effective cosmological constant
in spacetime) and cannot tunnel into each other. The con-
served charge and asymptotic conditions thus label dif-
ferent superselection sectors, each with its own vacuum or
ground state, so it is meaningless to ask which is the true
ground state of the system.

When the gauge potential is given nonzero components
in the S dimensions, the analysis is simple only when the
S is either round or squashed by the precise amount to
give the nonstandard Einstein metric. Therefore, only
these two values of the squashing parameter (b) were con-
sidered, and perturbations in the Lorentz scalars (a), (c),
and (d) were analyzed. Again a conserved charge fixed (c)
in terms of the other two scalars. Both (3) the round En-
glert solution' and (4) the squashed solution ' ' with
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II. CxAUCxE FIELD STRENGTH
OF THE FREUND=RUBEN FORM

I shall use conventions similar to Duff et al. 9' so
that the d =11 coordinates X with indices A, B,. . . are
decomposed into d =4 spacetime coordinates x with in-
dices a,P, . . . and d =7 S coordinates y with indices
a, b, . . . When the fermion field is set equal to zero, the
boson field equations are'

A & A CDE & A CDEI'R B =
3 F FBCDE —

3{) 5BF FCDEF

FABCD 4V[AABCD] ~

M) ~ ~ ~ M8BCD-
VAF - = —576@ FM . . . MFM . M

(2)

(3)

A general metric that is locally the direct sum of an arbi-
trary spacetime metric and a squashed S metric may be
written as

gABdx dx =e "g pdx dx~

i=1

the gauge field components proportional to an S torsion
were found to be stable under small perturbations of these
two scalars, (a) the dilations of the S and (d) the magni-
tude of the gauge field proportional to the torsion. In
each of these cases the AdS-invariant solution has no resi-
dual supersymmetry by which one might have been led to
expect this stability.

—21@
Fapy5 Qe eapy5 . (6)

This conserved "charge" Q is, up to a constant of propor-
tionality, the integral of the Hodge dual of the field
strength over the compact seven-dimensional space and
thus is conserved (independent of moving the seven-
dimensional hypersurface, i.e., changing the spacetime
point at which it is chosen) so long as the right-hand side
of (3) vanishes, as it does for the Freund-Rubin field-
strength form.

More generally, if one defines the gauge-potential
three-form

A =—ABcDdX ~dXC~dXD
3!

and the gauge-field-strength four-form

tegrability condition V(„FzcDE)=0 for (2), so in any local
region there is a gauge field potential AzcD giving rise to
this field strength. In a globally hyperbolic spacetime,
which may be foliated by spatial hypersurfaces, the poten-
tial may be chosen locally proportional to the hypersur-
face voluine three-form with the scalar function of pro-
portionality integrated along the foliation by (2) to give a
globally defined potential. If, on the other hand, the
spacetime is compact without boundary, no global poten-
tial will exist and the field strength (5) will be closed but
not exact.

Now the gauge field equation (3) applied to (5) in the
metric (4) implies that Q—:fe " is a constant over the
spacetime, so

3

+e " "++6(v;+cospco;) (4)
F=—FABCDdX hdX hdX hdX

4!

The last two terms give the squashed S metric when
v;=. o.;+X;, co;=o.; —X;, with these one-forms satisfying
the SU(2) algebra

1

dOi 2 EIJkOJ ~ Ok

and

1d &i =—
2 &i~a &) ~ &k .

The S (a) size parameter u =u (x) and (b) squashing pa-
rameter v = U (x) are now taken to be scalar functions over
the spacetime. The metric volume of the S is 3 'm. e ",
and the squashing parameter is A, =e ". A Weyl rescal-
ing of the actual spacetime metric g~p

——e "g~p has been
performed to simplify the resulting equations for gap.
That is, g p(x), u (x), and U(x) will be taken as the basic
gravitational field quantities, and unbarred spacetime cur-
vature tensors and covariant differentiation will be with
respect to g p. Barred quantities will be with respect to
the full metric gAB.

The Freund-Rubin form for the gauge field strength is
to take all components of FABcD zero except for the space-
time components

Fapys f«)&apy5=fe ""&apy5 . — (5)

Taking f to be independent of the S coordinates y implies
that the gauge field strength automatically satisfies the in-

then the gauge field equations (2) and (3) may be compact-
ly written as F=dA and

deF+FRF=d(eF+A RF)=0. (7)

By Stokes's theorem, the integral of this throughout an
eight-diinensional region may be replaced by an integral of
eF+A h, F over the seven-dimensional boundary, which is
thus also zero. If this boundary has two pieces, the in-
tegral is the same on each piece (up to a sign change
which may be eliminated by reversing the orientation of
one of the pieces from that induced from the eight-
dimensional region). In particular, if the 11-dimensional
space has the topology of the product of a Lorentzian
four-dimensional spacetime with a compact seven-
dimensional space, the integral over the latter at fixed x
gives a conserved charge that is independent of the point x
of the spacetime:

Q = —3m. f (eF+A RF) .
x fixed

All this applies in general under the assumption that the
fermion field vanishes, for otherwise it may provide a
nonzero source term on the right-hand side of (7).

The next task is to solve the 11-dimensional Einstein
equations (1), which, with the gauge field strength given
by (6), become
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R a 4 ~2 —14uga
P 3~ P~

R a + 2 Qze —14ugu

Rb ——R p
——0.

(9)

(10)

and the cosmological constant of the full spacetime metric
—7u1 7gap= I

m1
I gap

1s

An evaluation of the Ricci tensor of the metric (4) in
termS Of gaP, u, and U yieldS

R p=e (Rp+ 25pu.'yy —
2

u' u.p
—21u' u. p)

R5 ——R6——R7 ——R8 ——12e " "—6e

R 9 R 10 R 11 2e
—2u+4v+4 —2u —10v

—e "(u.'—2u.' ),

(12)

(13)

(14)

—9u —10v & ~2 —21u

;a 4 —9u +4v &4 —9u —3v &o —9u —10v

(15)

(16)

Putting (15) into (12) and equating this to the right-hand
side of (9) gives

all other terms zero. Inserting (13) and (14) into (10)
yields the field equations for u and v:

;a 6 —9u+4v+ 48 —9u —3v

A1 ——e- 'A1 ———12m1 = —12( —,
'

I Q I
) (20)

This solution has one free parameter, which may be taken
as the conserved charge Q, the linear size e ' of the S,
the parameter m1, or the cosmological constant of space-
time.

For small perturbations about the AdS-invariant solu-
tion, we linearize Eqs. (15) and (16) to obtain

—9u1
(u —u1).'a=72e (u —u1) =6( —A1)(u —u1),
v.'a = 16e 'u = —,

'
( —A1)u .

(21)

(22)

Since the coefficients on the right-hand sides are positive,
and since the spacetime metric signature is being taken as
( —+++), the round S solution is stable to small per-
turbations of both dilations (changes in u) and squashings
(changes in v). Alternately, we can write the four-
dimensional Lagrangian

M=V' —g [R —2A1 ——", u' u. —21u' u. —2V1(u, u)],

R p =
&

u ' u. p+21U' U. p

+Qa( 3e 9u +4v 24e —9u —3v

+6e —9u —10v+ Q2 —21u) (17)

where the potential for the scalar fields is

V1(u, u) =(—A1)[1——,e

(23)

The field equations (15)—(17) are the Euler-Lagrange
equations for the effective four-dimensional Lagrangian

4v+ 8
—3v 2 —10v)

3 21(u u1 )+4e ']. (24)

W =v' —g (R ——,u ' u. —21u' u. +6e "+ "

+4ge —9u —3v 12e —9u —10v 2Q2e —21u)

(The Weyl rescaling g p ——e "gap is thus effective in el-

iminating what would otherwise be a u-dependent coeffi-
cient of the scalar curvature of gap in the four-
dimensional Lagrangian. )

The AdS-invariant ground-state solutions correspond to
setting u =const, U =const, and having the spacetime cur-
vature maximally symmetric:

which has a local minimum at u =u1, U =0.
Second, examine the squashed S, with e '=5. Equa-

tion (15) implies that a stationary solution has u =u 2 with

"2 & ~2 2 3
—4510/7Q2—81~ e

and Eq. (17) gives R p =A25p with

A, = —108e '"' '"'= —2'3'5-'"IQ
I

Now Duff's

1

Rapy5 TA(gayg p5 ga5g py) (19) so

Equation (16) then implies that either u =u1 ——0 (the
round S7) or u =vz ———, ln5 (the squashed S with the non-

standard Einstein metric).
First, examine the round S and perturbations of it.

12u
1For u =u1 ——0, u =u1, Eq. (15) implies that e = —,Q,

and Eq. (17) gives R p=A15p with

A1 ———12e '= —12( —,
'

I Q I
)

and

Q=3 5 mz sgnmz ——2.09952mz sgnmz,

e"2=3x5—'"Im,
I

Az ———12mz ———4(3 "5
I Q I

)

In the notation of Duff et al. , ' ' where F„&
=3m@@z~, we have

37/35 5/3A1 —-0.88783635A1 (25)

about 11% smaller in magnitude than the full cosmologi-
cal constant A1 for the round S with the same conserved
charge Q. (The different values of A for the same Q mean
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the round and squashed S solutions are in different su-
perselection sectors with different asymptotic behavior of
the corresponding AdS metrics, so their energies cannot be
compared, nor can one tunnel into the other if the asymp-
totic conditions are kept fixed. )

To check the stability of the squashed AdS-invariant
solutions, we linearize Eqs. (15) and (16) about u =u2,
U =U2'.

—9u& —10v2
(u —u2)'. =648e (u —u2) =6( —A2)(u —u2),

;a —9u2 —10I)2 20
(v —vz)'~= —80e (v —v2)= ——„(—A2)(v —v2) .

(27)

The squashed S is thus directly seen to be stable to dila-
tions, but it naively appears to be unstable to the exponen-

I

tial growth of a change in the squashing parameter v.
However, Breitenlohner and Freedman' ' have shown
that in AdS spacetime, small perturbations in a test field P
with suitable asymptotic boundary conditions are actually
stable if

'P.'& ——,'( —A) . (28)

Since —„&4, small perturbations in the squashing param-
eter are stable, though only by a small margin of safety.

One may alternately examine the stability of the
squashed AdS-invariant solution by rewriting (18) as

W=& —g [R —2Aq ——,u' u. —21v' v. —2V2(u, v)],
(29)

where now with A2 rather than A1 extracted, the potential
Vz ——Vi +A i —A2 for the scalar fields has the form

. (30)

At fixed v, V2 has no maxiinum as u is varied, so there
can be no unstable equilibrium for the S size parameter.
However, at fixed u, V2 has a minimum at v =v i ——0 (the
round S ) but a maximum at v =v2 (the squashed S ).
One might think the squashed AdS-invariant solution
would be unstable to a perturbation in which the S
squashing parameter v is different from v2 in a region of
AdS space, thereby lowering the potential energy in that
region. However, the point of the Breitenlohner-
Freedman argument is that in AdS space the ratio of the
surface area to the volume of a region is always greater
than some numerical constant times ( —A)'~, so the
spatial-gradient terms in (29), needed in order that the per-
turbation go to zero at spatial infinity, dominate the
reduction in the potential energy and make the total ener-

gy of a small perturbation positive if the condition (28) is
satisfied.

Although we have seen that when the gauge field
strength has the Freund-Rubin form, both (1) the round
S and (2) the squashed S AdS-invariant solutions are
stable to small perturbations in (a) the S size and (b) the
degree of squashing, we might still ask whether there
could be an instability to tunneling to a configuration with
a large perturbation. If we hold the asymptotic conditions
fixed in the AdS space, this tunneling would conserve the
Abbott-Deser energy' and so would be possible only if a
perturbed configuration existed with the same energy as
the AdS-invariant configuration. One would expect that
an extension of positive-mass theorem s in four-
dimensional supergravity theories' "' ' to this 11-
dimensional theory might exclude such perturbed configu-
rations of the same energy in the cases that the AdS-
invariant solution has a residual four-dimensional super-
symmetry. If so, this would prove that the round S
solution with N =8 supersymmetry and the left-
squashed S with N =1 supersymmetry ' * ' would be
absolutely stable to all perturbations. The Lagrangian (29)
is the same for both left- and right-handed squashings, so

1+ r 2m (r)
Q2 r

dr +r (d0 +sin Bdp ), (32)

where b:—3A ' &0 fo—r the asymptotically AdS config-
uration being considered, then the Einstein equations give,
with P=P(r),

2
de ] 2 1

r
4 +

(33)

For a given configuration P(r), the solution gives a total
energy

r 2
M—:m(ao)= J dr 1+ 24 g2

dP r
dr 2

2
00 r

X exp —J —,dr'
2 dr

(34)

The configuration must have p tending toward an
tremum of V(p) [which we will here take to be at p=(),
with V(0)=0 in order that M be defined] faster than
r at radial infinity in order that the integral of the

the right-squashed S AdS-invariant solution with no su-
persymmetry' would also be stable to the perturbations
considered in this paper.

To get a feel for whether a large perturbation exists
with the same energy as the unperturbed AdS-invariant
solution, one may consider a momentarily static spherical
configuration. For simplicity, consider a perturbation in a
single canonically normalized field P with the Lagrangian

~=v' —g [R —2A P' P 2V—(P )] .. —
For example, we could take u =ui and P=v 21(v —v2).
If the momentarily static spherical three-metric is written
as
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gradient term converge, and if

V(P) &- 9/2
2 (35)

which is equivalent to the Breitenlohner-Freedman condi-
tion (28) for a solution of the field equation P'. =c) V/c)P,
then M &0 with equality only if P(r) =0 for all r. How-
ever, the behavior of the potential (30) for u =uz and
large P is

Vz uz, v =vz+ —— exp, (36)
25 4P

21 12hz 21

which drops far below the criterion (35) for large P. If the
last factor were not present in Eq. (34) for M, one could
easily construct configurations with M &0. Nevertheless,
the exponential factor at the end of the expression for M,
which acts to reduce the magnitude of the local energy
density by a gravitational redshift factor, seems to prevent
M(0 from being possible unless /=0 everywhere. Al-
though the integrand may be made negative at small r, it
must become positive at large r as P approaches zero and
the condition (35) applies. The exponential factor in the
integral for M reduces the effect of the negative contribu-
tion much more than that of the positive contribution and
apparently always keeps M &0 (unless /=0), though I
have no rigorous proof of this. It would be interesting to
know the fastest decreasing V(P) possible that does not al-
low M & 0. It can be shown that

S"Sb,d ——65b,

Sab cd Sef 3Sbdf

~eSabc; d =S[abc;d] =Se [abS c]d &

def;g
abc 24 abcdefg

(38)

(39)

(40)

(41)

(42)

+Abed +bAcd bcAd bcdA ~[A ~bed)

with the gauge-potential components

Ab, d
———,e " Sb,d,3u +w

(43)

(44)

where e " gives the appropriate scaling when the S
metric g,6 is scaled by e to give g,b, and where w =w(x)
is a Lorentz scalar field giving the magnitude of these
gauge-potential components:

g bed 2] 2w
bcd =

8 e

Evaluating the conserved charge (8) yields

Q =qS,

(45)

(46)

On the round S there is also a suitable torsion of the op-
posite handedness, ' but for simplicity I shall just consider
this one, since the other is equivalent under a reversal of
the coordinate orientation and the sign of f.

Now, in addition to the Freund-Rubin components (5),
I shall take the field-strength components

V(P) —— expSI'
fe7u 7 e6u+2w (47)

allows M &0, so the borderline case is presumably asymp-
totically exponential.

=1 for v=v&, 3 5 for v =vz . (48)

III. GAUGE FIELDS HAVING COMPONENTS
PROPORTIONAL TG AN S TORSION

In these configurations the gauge field strength not only
has the Freund-Rubin components (5) but also has com-
ponents obtained from differentiating a gauge field poten-
tial proportional to a suitable, totally antisymmetric tor-
sion tensor Sb,d on the S . Such a suitable torsion is only
known to exist for the round S metric' and for the
squashed S with the nonstandard Einstein metric. ' '
Hence, I shall restrict attention to the metric (4) with ei-
ther v =v] ——0 or v =v2 ———,'lnS.

It is convenient to rewrite the 11-dimensional metric as

g»dX dX =g &dx dx~+g, bdy'dy

2e —4u +wfS bed (49)

so if A "' = ~e "+ S"c"&0 in order that it may be di-
vided out

f= —2e "+—,'e "(3u.' +w.'—9u' u. +tv' w. ) .

Holding Q fixed is equivalent to solving the gauge field
Eq. (3) with BCD being spacetime indices. The other non-
trivial gauge field equations to be solved are when BCD
areS indices. This yields, using (42),

FAbed
I

& 7u[ —3u+w(3 + );a] 4e —5u+wI Shed
t

Ml . . M8bcd—
576 ~ +M) ~ M4+M5 . . M8

=e "gaPdx dx +e "g,bdy'dy (37) The nontrivial Einstein equations (1) become
where now g,6 is normalized so R,6 =6g,6 [This means.
that if v =v~, the new u is the same as the old u in the
metric (4), but if v =vz, the factor of e " in the last term
of (37) is the same as 3 5' e " in (4).] Unbarred ten-
sors will be defined and manipulated using the unbarred
metrics g ~ and g,b, barred tensors will be defined and
manipulated using the barred metrics g ~ and g,b. The
torsion tensor in the normalized g,b obeys the equa-
tions

R p e "(Rp+ —,5pu.'rr————", u' u. p)

= TF FpBCD —
36 SpF FABCD

aBCD l a ABCD

4 ga(f 2+ 7 —2u+2w)

+ ,', e'"+ w[3—(3u+tv)'a(3u +w).p

—5p(3u +w)'r(3u + tv).r], (51)
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+ a ga(6e —2u e7uu, 'a
)

aBCD & & ABCDF '
FbBcD —

36 5bF ABC

—b
pa [ 2 f2+ 1O —2u+2w

++e "+ (3u +w)' (3u +w). ] . (52)

—4q
15V3 ———10e ' = —10 = —1pm 3,

tions in order that these may be compared at a fixed value
of the conserved charge.

The value of the potential (57) at the extremum is
' —3/2

Equations (50) and (52) then give four-dimensional field
equations for u and w:

;a ~ —9u 1O —9u +2w 2 7uf 2—
——,', e (3u +w)' (3u +w). (53)

Expressed in terms of the conserved charge Q,

which is the effective cosmological constant A3 of the
metric gap. The cosmological constant of the full space-

time AdS metric g~p ——e 'g~p is then

3P 1P 3 10 2

w' = 10e "+ —2e "+8e "f;a

+2e "f +9u' u. —w' w.

+—„'e "(3u +w)' (3u+w).

Inserting (53) into (51) allows us to write the four-
dimensional Einstein equations as

Gp ———", u' u.p+ —', e (3u+w)' (3u+w) p

+5p[ ——", u'ru. r ——,', e (3u +w)'r(3u +w). r

21/331/354/3( g) —1/3

=(3750g-')'"
2 ~ 3 '5 ~ A]-0.89768112A

21/338/35 —1/3( g) —1/3

=(2624.4g ')' '

=2 3 5 ' A] -0 7969939Ai,

(58)

(59)

+21e —9u 7e 9u+2—w e 7uf2]— where the values are compared at the same
(55)

Equations (53)—(55) are the Euler-Lagrange equations for
the four-dimensional Lagrangian

W=& —g [R ——", u' u.

——,
' e (3u +w)' (3u +w). —2V(u, w)],

(56)

V(u, w) = —21e "+7e "+2w

+e —»(qe —»+ e
—u +2w)2

where the explicit expression for f from Eq. (47) has been
inserted, since it is determined by the gauge field equa-
tions in terms of the constant q and the Lorentz scalars u

and w and, hence, is not a dynamical variable if u and w

are.
The potential (57) has no extremum at finite u, w if

Q =qS & 0, but if Q & 0 it has a single extremum at

Q=Q3= 6 ln
4q
15

and w =w3 ——0. This gives f =f3 ———2e ', in agree-
ment with Duff, Nilsson, and Pope' since their
m =m3 ——e so that R,b

——6m3g, b at the extremum.
—Q3 2—

(Their unbarred tensors are equivalent to my barred ten-
sors. ) Thus, q = ——", m3 . The total conserved charge
(8) is, by (48),

Q =q= —2 3X5m3 ———3.75m3

for the round S and

Q=3 5 q= —2 3 5 m4 ———2.6244m4

for the squashed S, where m3 has now been used for the
round S and m4 for the squashed S AdS-invariant solu-

(u —u2++w)'. 'a=60e '(u —us++w)

=6( —A3)(u —u3++w),

w.'a =20e 'w =2( —A3)w (61)

Both coefficients are positive, so we see directly that these
small peiturbations are stable. Note that neither of these
AdS-invariant solutions have any residual supersymmetry
in four dimensions, so there was no formal argument that
they ought to be stable. Of course, my analysis considers
only two of the very simplest modes and, therefore, does
not prove that the solutions are stable to all perturbations,
though if an instability occurs one would rather expect it
to show up in a fairly simple mode, since more complicat-
ed modes of the full mass matrix are likely to have higher
values of the mass squared.

The stability analysis used here for the bosonic degrees
of freedom depended crucially on the constancy of the
"charge" Q over the spacetime when the topology is that
of a product manifold of four-dimensional spacetime with
a compact seven-dimensional space and when the fermion
field vanishes so that (7) is the gauge field equation. One
might ask what effect fermion excitations have on Q. For

Q =2 3 A, =5184A1

Since the extremum (existing for Q &0) of the potential
(57) is an absolute minimum, and since the kinetic terms
in the Lagrangian (56) have the usual signs, the AdS-
invariant solutions with gauge-potential "torsion" com-
ponents are absolutely stable to perturbations of the S
size and ihe magnitude of the "torsion" components. For
small perturbations, one may linearize Eqs. (53) and (54)
about Q —Q 3 w —w3 —0 and diagonalize the resulting
mass matrix to obtain
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example, could they tend to cause Q to get bigger or
smaller as the spacetime evolved'? If Q somehow got
bigger than —10, the cosmological constant would be
reduced below the observational limits (A(10 ' in
Planck units). However, this would not seem to be a satis-
factory solution, for then the compact space would be
very large so that the coupling constants for the four-
dimensional gauge fields resulting from the symmetries of
the compact space would be unmeasurably small. Also,
the infinite tower of massive states would become very
light, so that presumably we would be able to excite them
and see the effects of the extra dimensions (e.g., move
around in them). But, whether the effects are good or
bad, it would be interesting to know how Q might vary
over spacetime.
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