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Interaction among systems of finite size in predictive relativistic mechanics.
II. Electromagnetic and gravitational interactions
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We explicitly construct a closed system of differential equations describing the electromagnetic and gravitational
I

interactions among bodies to first order in the coupling constants, retaining terms up to order c . The Breit and
Barker and O' Connell Hamiltonians are recovered by means of a coordinate transformation. The method used
throws light on the meaning of these coordinates.

I. INTRODUCTION

As far as we know predictive relativistic mech-
anics (PRM) has been able to give a satisfactory
account of a great variety of interactions among
structureless particles within the framework of
perturbation theory. It is therefore tempting to
try to build a framework able to describe the in-
teractions among particles possessing an internal
structure taking'as a background PRM. In the
preceding paper, ' hereafter referred to as I, we
have given a systematic way of constructing a set
of dynamical. equations, up to first order in the
coupling constants for objects possessing an in-
ternal structure, the energy, center-of-mass po-
sition, and spin of each system, defined as if each
were an isolated system. The time evolution of
these quantities due to the interactions was then
calculated using PRM. The system of differential
equations thus obtained becomes closed under the
assumption of finite multipolar structure for the
interacting objects if we provide the equations of
motion for the multipolar moments used.

The next logical step is to test these dynamical
equations by studying specific interactions. On

one hand, this will give a test for the definitions
of center of mass and spin given in I and, on the
other hand, it could give information about the
possibility of building a classical, as opposed to
quantum, model for spinning particles. This is
the reason why the electromagnetic and gravita-
tional interactions have been chosen first. The
quantized version of the electromagnetic theory
is the best tested of the known interactions and in
the domain of gravitational interactions the post-
Newtonian effects for spinning bodies will prob-
ably be measured in the near future by satellite
experiments or from the observation of astrophy-
sical objects such as the pulsar PSR 1913+16.

We have limited our study to the simpler case.
We have assumed rigid-body behavior and nearly
spherical. distribution for each subsystem. The

calculations have only been carried out up to order
c '. For the electromagnetic interaction this has
resulted, of course, in a great simplification in
the calculations, but on the other hand it has al-
lowed a direct comparison with the Breit Hamil-
tonian. The case of the gravitational interaction
is a different one. Within the framework of PRM
the only candidate for this interaction is the Ein-
stein-Infeld-Hoffmann Lagrangian, which contains
only terms up to c '.

As the multipolar moments are defined in the
rest system of each body, in order to get covar-
iant expressions for them, the transformation re-
lating the relative coordinates in the observer
frame and the rest frame must be studied. This
is done in Sec. II where the basic assumptions on
the finite multipolar structure we use are also in-
troduced.

In order to avoid unnecessary calculations it is
useful to study the structure of the dynamical
equations when expanded up to terms of order c ~.

This is done in Sec. III.
These are all. the tools needed in order to find

the equations for the electromagnetic interaction,
which are derived in Sec. IV. To this order the
mass can be taken as constant and the equation
giving the time derivative of the spin agrees with
the equation of Bargmann, Michel, and Tel-
egdi. The system is closed assuming p, , =g, (Q, /
M&)5, and the equations giving the acceleration
of the center of mass contains terms derived from
the Darwin Lagrangian plus spin-orbit and spin-
spin coupling terms.

The equations for the gravitational interaction
are obtained in Sec. V. The mass can also be
taken as constant and our equation for the spin
contains the same terms as the equation of Cho
and Hari Dass' and of Barker and O' Connell, ' plus
an extra term that introduces a change in the mag-
nitude of the spin. The equation for the acceler-
ation of the center of mass coincides with the one
given by Pirani for a gyroscope orbiting a mas-
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sive body if we take the limit V, =O.
Section VI is devoted to a further study of the

equations giving the acceleration of the center of
mass. We investigate the possibility of deriving
them from a Lagrangian. The result we find is
that these equations cannot be derived from a
Lagrangian, but it can be seen that if instead of
the center of mass we use the center of spin, then
its acceleration is given by an equation derivable
from a Lagrangian in both cases. If one performs
a Legendre transformation on these Lagrangians
one finds the classical version of the Breit Hamil-
tonian in the case of the electromagnetic interac-
tion and the Hamiltonian of Barker and O' Connell'
for the gravitational interaction.

The meaning of the different sets of equations
and the higher-order corrections are discussed in
the conclusions, in Sec. VII.

II. MULTIPOLAR EXPANSION

1-va
(2. 1)

IVa=

V& ~ v,
v, +V, , '(y —1) —yl y 2 J

(1 —V, v) (2. 2)

in the case of a system of free particles. In this
case the center of mass in its rest frame is given
by

X;=X,+ ', '(y —1)V, .
1

(2. 3)

In the equations of motion for bodies of finite
size, given in I, a multipolar expansion must be
introduced in the functions A and A. This multi-
polar expansion is performed around the center of
mass of the bodies, X, and X, and the multipolar
moments are defined in the rest system of each
body.

Let us now introduce the notations that will be
used in the sequel. Given a system of particles
whose positions and velocities at t= 0 in a given
system of reference are x,' and z,', respectively,
the positions and velocities of these particles at
the instant t' =0 in another system of reference
moving with velocity V, with respect to the former
are given as functions of .x, and v,

'
by the relations

polar moments, and as these functions are of
first order in the coupling constants, only the
zeroth-order terms of these relations are needed,
which are given by (2.1)-(2.3).

Since in the remaining part of this paper the
calculations wiH only be performed up to order
c ', we shall give these relations only up to this
order,

x' =x +—z(x Vz)(v —&V ),c (2.4)

X,'=X,+, (X, V, )V, .
2c

Therefore we have

(2.6)

1r, =r, —2, (r, V,)V, ——(r, V, )w,

——,(X, V, )w, (2.6)

and

1 1= r —,(r~ V,)V, ——,(r V, )w

—,(X, ~ V, )w~ (2.7)

&.,= r, — .(r, V, )V, ——3(r, V, )w, , (2. 6)

1 1„=r„—,(r„~V,)V, ——,(r ~ V, )w (2.9)

The rigid-body assumption coupled with spheri-
cal symmetry gives also

for the relative positions of systems 1 and 2, w,
and w& being v, —V, and v& —V„respectively.

One of the basic assumptions used in this work
is that each subsystem behaves as a rigid body,
therefore a slight correction of (2.6) and (2.7)
must be introduced. This can easily be seen by
studying the meaning of the term c '(X, V,)w, .
This term is the correction due to the action of
the relative velocity w, along the time e '(X, V, );
as this time is long in general, the mean value of
w, must be used. For a solid body this mean value
is zero, therefore, in our case the last term on
the right-hand sides of .Eqs. (2.6) and (2. 7) vani-
shes and the relations we must use are

From these expressions the relation between r,
=—x,'-X,' and r, =—x, -X, can easily be calculated.

In the general. case of interacting particles, in
order to compute the analog of (2.1), (2.2), and
(2.3) the knowledge of the world line of the par-
ticles is needed. In our case, however, as the re-
lation between r, and z, is needed only to write
the functions A and A as functions of the multi-

6, =e'r, =0, —5, =0

and

dD"D"=DO "~ =e'e, (x 'go + r ~go') = 0
dt

This relation implies the antisymmetry of

~"~~~ =&aea&a~a = 2&ah&aa &a~a~ ~
)t'ai j j & ( i j j i'l (2. iS)
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Therefore, defining
a

py =& eara+Wa )

M,'~ can be written as

(2. i2)

(2. is)

The terms. of order ec ' will be neglected.
Static moments of order higher than the dipolar.
and kinetic moments of order higher than M" will
be neglected.

III. EQUATIONS UP TO ORDER c

If small departures from spherical symmetry
are allowed we can use

D&& =DO'~+ay'~,

Let us now write down the Eqs. (8.8), (8.9), and

(8.10) of I retaining only terms up to order c '.
We find for the mass

where e is a small parameter. Then we shall have

M2'= '82""q, + O(~) .
N

' = c '(H( —V2 P2)

The equation for the spin becomes

(s. i)

~ ~ 2
'=c-' H;(x;xv;) —(J; v;)V;+—[(p; ~ S;)V; —(S; V;)P;] —2[p; ~ (X;XV;)]v; +l,1+2, (J; —X;XP;).

(3.2)

And the equation for the center of mass becomes

2 =
~

1 + '2 M; '(P; +K;)2c
~0

+ 2 (K; V )V; —H(X;—
C2M;

~2

'+(P, V, )V, (V( ~ X,)p, +J, xV, 2H,.V,. +(P; V;)V; —2V( P(
M;

(3.3)

Therefore in order fo find (3.1)-(3.3) the ex-
pressions of J;, P;, K;, and- K; must be computed

~ oo 4
up to order c ', whereas H;, H~, P~, and J~ must
be computed only to order zero. We shall now

write these expressions for specific interactions.
IV. ELECTROMAGNETIC INTERACTION

The first step to find the dynamical equations for
electromagnetically interacting bodies is the cal-

l
culation of H;, P;, J;, and K;. This can be made,
of course, using the integral equations given in I
for these quantities to find them up to first ord'er
in the coupling constants, and then performing a
v/c expansion. However, in this case we can use
an equivalent and even shorter procedure because
we have the Darwin Lagrangian at our disposal.

In any case the result is

a '2
y a 2 y a a'eaea~

Hj =6 mac + 26 maVa + 2& &

&aa~

/ »
3 a 4 j. a a' eaea~ »» Xaam ' Va Xaam' Ve+c 8& ~ave +4& & Va Vo~+ .z )

&aa~ ~ea& J

a» ~ e 2» e a' eaea~l'» Xao' ' Va'
P, =e 'W2V2+ g E 982 5g vg+ «((v2v+ '2 Yea (~v

2c &aa' ~ & aa&

j
a» g» a a' eaea~ » ~'» Xaa' ' Va' »+ 2 ~x +m v v +~~ x +~v, +

2c &aa' & & aa'

](1 a a' X, 't(

Ky:6 maXa + 2I & ~aVe Xe +6 6 eaea~»2c I X(2)2v J

(4. 1)

(4.2)

(4.s)

(4.4)

N

We must find now Ky Py Jy and Ky Up to terms of order c '. This implies the use of the operator
(1,a2~)(B/Bv,'), where a,'(1, 2) is given by

A » is)ea& ~Ax,(1,2)=— 1+, v —v, —2v, .v —2', I, x, —v (x, v, )(v, —v )I.Sta gaA 2C ~2~'
(4.8)
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To find the multipolar expansion, we must now write x, as X, +T, and then use (2.8) and (2.9) to write
x,~/x, ~ up to terms of order c, that is,

x,z R r, —r~ R (r, —rz)H r, rz r, R r~ H (R r, )(R rz)-

, ~( 1(r, V, )V, —(r& V, )V, (r. V,)w. —(r~. V&)w~

3R [(, V, )V, —(r~ V, )V,j-+ H [(r, V )w, —(rg V )wgj-

3 (ro ' V2)(rA V2) 3 (r ' Vl)(rA ' Vy) (+g V2)(r ' w )

2 R 2 jj',5 A

3(r, Vi)(rx w, )H 3(r, H)(rg Va)V 3(r, V, )(r~ R)V
R5 2 B5 ~ 2 g5 j.

(r. H)(r~. V.)- (r. Vi)(» H) 3(r. .V~)(Vi H)- 3(~~ Va)(Va H)-
wa 2 g5 rg

2 g5 ro

3
(r, .Vx)(w, .H)

3
(r, Va)(w~ H) 15 (R r, )[(r~ V&)(V~ R) + 2(rz. V,)(wz R)j-3 A5 rA 3 R5 ra+2 Rv

15 (H r~)[(r, V,)(V„R)+2(r, V, )(w, R)j-
i'2 g7 ))

where 8=X, —X, .
Let us now compute K„

(4. 6)

K, =a,'(1,2),'. = c 'e'm, [v, .a, (1,2)jx,

From (4.6)

M0 M~A

le

where Q, =e'e„g~=a e~. Using now (2. 13) and (2. 10)

R V, — q, Hx»&
I QiQ~ Hs Xi+

2
(4. V)

For P, we have

p. =&V 1+
l

v„'- Rv. v —3 ', i x.„+c '(x, v.)v

Using (4. 6), (2. 13), and (2.10) we find, after a straightforward but somewhat long calculation,

'R V'&

(H V) ~ pi 3 (R&V)' pa 1 V& pi Vx p~ 3, - Hx p~

9 (Pl ' u&) 15 (H' Pl)(R ' PR) 3(Rx Pl) x Pg 3(R&&PR)apl
4 (4.6)
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where V=V, —V, .
For J, we have

J, =e'm, x, x a,(1,2) + c 2[&'&m,g,'x, xa,,(1,2)

+e'm, [v, a, (1,2)]x,x v,}
=e'x, x a,'(1,2)

~Va'
'

which gives

P1
C

Rx»
M R 2 M,

(4. 12)

To complete the procedure we must calculate
K„which can easily seen to be

R V, V Vl (R V)(R Vl)
R' ' R' R'

J, =X, xP, +c' —,[2(R V, )p, —-', (R p, )V,8

+ P(H il, )V2 —g(V2 P, ) R]+I 2R2

3 (H il, )(Rx p2) 3 (Ill x p2) H"T»"I'2 -4 R2 4 R2

(4.8)

From H, we get

Q&Vx p1 R ~ V~xR—
3

—3 5 Rxp1

c 2H, which is given by

"V V 3(H V)(R V)C- 1=c- 1 2 R3 R5

~0

c 'P, which is given by

2- 2 V R Vc P, —c QQ2 3
—3

(4. is)

, (4. i4)

(4. 15)
-2 a 2 ~ a a'eaea'

C +1 =6 Wa+ 2E SlaVa +
2c &aa

Therefore,

-2 a AeaeA
C H1=C 6 6 3 XaA'va~

&aA

which gives

~0

and c-2J1 which is given by
~+'

~0 ~ 0

c J, =c X, xP, +Q, Q1 2 g3 (4. 18)

With these quantities we can now calculate the
equations of motion which have the following ex-
pressions:

-a=-QQH vC 1 —C +3 1. (4. iO) dM1

dt
(4. 17)

Using these quantities we can calculate V,
through the relation

P1 K1 1 ~ P1XS,
V, = 2~ +~ —~ 2 H1X, +V, xJ, +

1 1 1. 1

+(x, v, )p, —(p, v, )x, .

(4. ii)
This gives

(4. 18)

and

dS1 1 Q1Q2 (V xH) xS1 1 (VxR) x»
g3 2C2 2 R3+

3 [(P,, x i12) R]R+ 2R2 2 &1"i12 —
4 R2C

3(R &,)(Hxu )
4R

d Xl Q1Q2 H 2 Q1Q2» Vq Vl 3 (R V2) (R» )»

Q, , (Rx P2) 3(Rxv) P2,
CMR R 2 R

Q2 - - Ql - - 3(H V) .-„-~ 2Q1 - - ~ 3(Hx«)»-

5(R ~ »)(R ~ P2)
H+», (R u, )u2+(R ~2)u, +(I, u2)R— (4. 18)

If now we assume p, ; =g;(Q;/M;)S; this system be-
comes closed. As can easily be seen, Eq. (4. 18)
agrees with the Bargmann-Michel- Tel.egdi equa-
tion.

V. GRAVITATIONAL INTERACTION

Using the Einstein-Infeld-Hoffmann Lagrangian
in the same way we have used the Darwin Lagran-



3108 XAVIER FUSTERO AND KNRIC VEROAGUER

gian in the preceding section, we shall construct a
set of dynamical equations which give account of
the gravitational interaction among bodies of finite
size up to order c '. As the hypotheses and pro-
cedure will be the same used before for the elec-
tromagnetic interaction we shall not insist on
them again. The calculation of H;, P;, X;, and K;
gives

2 el G g a. mem„
Hg =E t8ac +6 ytSaVa

Xag~

a.(1,2) = -a
&gA

A( mA+ Q 2 3 -'Va —2VA +4va ' VA
C &aA

8 (VA X))A )+ —
XaA

&aA

+(v, —v„))(4v, —4v ) x A)I

(5.5)

&ae~

1 (X))a. ' Va)(Xaai V, )—
4 ) (5.1)

2 I
~ maP, =e m, v, 1+c' ———

2 2x„. ).

Here as the x,A dependence of the Newtonian
part of (5.5) is the same as that of the Coulombian
force we can use again (4.6}.

We find now

K~ = C fm44[V44 ' a)4.(1 4 2)]XI 4 (5 . 5)

and, as for the gravitational interaction
G .an me+2a„~

(Xaa~ ' Vai)Xaa2c Qaac

g
J~ =6 ?Baxg X Vg

'2 +aa~

(5.2) 8; = p, ; + O(c ')

we have

Gi R V~ MRxs
c'

For P, we must compute

(5.V)

(5. 8)

Xaai ' Vaiixaa
3Va —pva. —— (5.8)

2 gt
(u, Ge m„)

K, =e m,x, +c e m,x,l'
2

—
2 (5.4)

To compute now the functions & we need a.,(1,2)
which is given by

P, =e'm, a,(1,2)+ c '[m, v, a,(1,2)v,

+ gm, v, a,(1,2)]
a~

, m, ' a,(1,2),
C Xaam

which gives

(5.9)

V2x82 7M VxSg [(RxV) S2] [(RxV) S)]- (V R)(RxS2)

(V R)(R 8,) S) S2 (R. S,)S2 (R. 82)S) (S) R)(Sg R)-

For J, we find

J, =X,XP, +

the expression

, ))t (V R}S, (VxS,) xR M2(RxS, )xV2, (Rxs&)xV 8) x82

[(S,xs, ) R]- (R.S,)(RxS,)

And for c 'H, we have

a e 2 1 a a'mgmg
C H&=& ~a+2 2& ~aVa

2
266 t

2C 2c Xaa~

Therefore,

which gives

XaA
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2+ G 2~ ~ ~ (5. 14)

We can also calculate V, using these expressions in (4. 11). The result is

P» GM R
-'B, 2"M R'

OO

To find the dynamical equations we must calculate the A functions. We have

~a

(5. 15)

(5.15)

V V, (R V)(R V,)
C +» —— ~ » 2 g3 — g5 (5.1V)

V R'V
Gg M»M2 —

3 —3 3 R2 g3 g3 (5.19}

V» )&R—GM M» 2 g3 (5.19)

Using these functions the equations of motion can easily be written down. The result is

(5.20)

dS G R x(R xS,)
g2R3

3M (v R)s + 2s +—v xR+2M Rxv+3 &s I,» 2 2» 2 A
(5.21)

d'X, R, M, 3(R V)'- - - - - VxS,
GM, —~+Gc '', -V, '-2V, '+4V, V, +—,' —&IR+V[(4V, —3V,) ~ R] —4

M, Vx S, M, (R V,)(Rx S,) 6 [(RxV) S,]R 5M, [(RxV) S,]R

R)(Rx S) S~' S (R' S)S (R' S)S (R' S)(R

(5.22)

These equations can be compared with those giv-
en by Pirani, ' Corinaldesi and Papapetrou, ' and
Barker and O' Connell. ' As can easily be seen,
they reduce to the Pirani equations in the limit
V2= 0.

The equation for the spin is, however, different
from those of Cho and Hari Dass' and of Barker
and O' Connell. ' The spin-precession term is iden-
tical with the term given by. these authors, but we
find a new term -3M,Gc2(V ' R)S,/B' proportional
to the spin that is responsible for a change in the
magnitude of the spin.

The spin vector we have used was chosen attend-
ing to its transformation properties. A change in
its definition in order to construct a new spin vec-
tor with constant magnitude, cannot be made with-
out altering its transformation properties, and

must therefore be discarded. We shall comment
on this in the conclusions.

VI. LAGRANGIAN FORM OF THE EQUATIONS
OF MOTION

We shall now investigate the possibility of de-
riving Egs. (4.19) and (5.22) from a Lagrangian.

The expression (4.19) for the acceleration of the
center of mass of a charged body can be divided
in two parts: one that does not contain the mag-
netic moments, which can be derived from the
Darwin Lagrangian (hereafter abbreviated as L'o„),
and another that does contain the magnetic mo-
ments. Multiplying (4.19) by M, we can write it in
the form
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d, 2 V - 3 R ~ V - - 3 V [Rx(Q,p2+Q2p, ,)]-( 1DS F1Dw+c x (Q1P'2+ 920'1) 3 2 ft5 R (Qll 2+02l 1) +
2 2 ft5

2 Q1Q2 Vx S1 3 Q,Q2 R' V
R c Mi

(6.1)

where

e~aw - e~owP,Dw = and F~~w
&X

An easy calculation then proves that

1 s & (lti 3 - - - - - (R P, )(R l1)
4c2 Sftr SR5 ~(Rj~ l 1l 2 4c2R5 (l 1 V'2)R + (R l 2)P'1+ (R P'1)026 'R2

ha

(6.3)

R 1 V
dt 2c R ~ i 2c R2 RI @ll 2+ Q2l 1) 2 3 @1~2+@2l1) 2 2 (R V) 5 x (Ill 2 Q2P'1) y2c

(6.3)

1 V 1 V 3 V [R x (g, l12+ Q2l11)]—V
2 2 R3

' [Rx ('@1/2+@2/1)] 2 3 (Q1p2+Q2p1):+ 22c R' x 2c R 2c
(6.4)

and

(R ~

df&c2 M, R3 I c' I, 8' c' (6.6)

Using these expressions (6.1) ean be written in the form

(6.6)

Defining now a function I as

V [Rx(q1l12+Q2V, ,)] 1 e e
Dw

—
2c2 R3 4c SR& eR R

(6.6) can be written in the form

1 @.@. R" S'(
dt I,gV c M~ R j

Therefore it is manifestly evident that (6.1) cannot
be written in Lagrangian form. Let us now try a
change of coordinates in order to see if in the new
coordinates the equation of motion can be put in
Lagrangian form.

We try a transformation of the type

a Vyx SyXi- Zi+
C

where a is a free dimensionless parameter. If
these coordinates are used the changes will only
affect the time derivative of the velocity and the

(6.8)
in Lagrangian form.

From (6.7),

a Q1Q2 ZxS,z'- (6.9)
1

Therefore the left-hand side of (6.8) has the form

(6.10)dt. (2 c Mi Z

The change in the Coulomb term is given by

Coulomb force term, that is, the Newtonian terms.
Therefore if a Lagrangian exists in this coordinate
system it must be possible to put the expression

d ~
m16V, + —

2 M
', ' =~(Coulomb)

d t' 1 Q,Q2 RxS1
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-, qq, s V, (Zxs) a V, (ZxSJ

Therefore a Lagrangian exists for a = -1, that is,

1 V, xS,z, =x,. +

t

is a good Lagrangian coordinate. Z, is precisely
the center of spin defined in L

Using p, , g, (q,/M, )s„we can write the equation
of motion for the Z variable using the Lagrangian

1 2 2

g,g, q,q, 1 (z s,)(z sg
42 ~~ Z' Z' (6.11)

Performing now a Legendre transformation and
taking g1 =g2 = 2 we find

+Dw+
2 2 M 2g3PI (Z Sl)

2 2 M 2 3P2 (Z 3)

MMZ

q,q, - - (z s,)(z sJ' c2 MiMEZ3 2 Z2 (6.12)

where H» stands for the Darwin Hamiltonian and
I', and I'2 are the canonical momentums derived
from (6.11) by the usual procedure. This eEpres-
sion coincides up to purely quantum terms and ex-
ternal ones with those given by other authors using
the Bakamjian and Thomas formalism. ' " The ex-
pression (6.12) is the classical version of the
Breit Hamiltoniah derived in QED.

Let us now perform a similar analysis for the
gravitational interaction. Multiplying (5.22) by M,
we can write it in the form

d
(PIEIH)

G ~ 8 8 i$
IEIH+c2 SItr SR3 l(R]l 1. 2

d Rxs, - R (VxS,)

d Rxs, - R (Vxs,)—2dt ~1 B3 -2V MI

(6.1S)
where

IEIH NEIH
P1EIH — ~ y F1EIH

8X1

and 1EIH is the Finstein-Infeld-Hoffmann Lagran-
gian.

Let us try again the change of variables
ellgP

V]x S]
Zf Xf +

2 2 ~ ~

The changes introduced can be found as before,
and we have

d G 3 ZxS, ZXS2 - G - Z ~

dt e 2 Z Z1EIH 2 2 2 3 1 3, 1EIH + 20

V1--,M, v

2M V
z. (Vxs,)

Z3 1 Z3

~ (ZxS,), - V, ~ (ZxS,)
Z3 +2 1 Z3

G- 8 8

c 8Z 8Z Z
le

t

As can easily be seen, this equation can be derived from the Lagrangian

G1 - SM, . -l"
~

- SM, - -& G s & (11S„S,
EIH+~ —

3 VI' Z 2'SI+2MIS2l —V, ' ZX' 'S2+2M2SI~ ——
2 Szr -ez, l Z ISIS2

c Z 2 j . 2 (6.14)
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This Lagrangian coincides with the one derived
by Barker and O' Connell' and the equations of mo-
tion coincide, of course, at the corresponding
order.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

The results of the last section make necessary
a reflection about the meaning of the coordinates
X and Q we have been using.

We have on one hand a variable X possessing a
set of transformation properties under the action
of the Poincare group that have the same proper-
ties that points of the space have. It is also a
known result that this is the unique variable we can
define possessing these tr ansformation properties.
Therefore we must identify this variable with the
physical center of mass, and Eqs. (4.17)—(4.19) or
(5.20)-(5.22) are the ones to be used for compari-
son with the experimental results, in spite of the
fact that they do not admit a Lagrangian form.

The variable Q, as is evident from its trans-
formation properties, cannot be identified with a
position vector and therefore we cannot use it to
represent the motion of a point in the space in a
covariant way. This variable, however, is useful
as a canonical coordinate, because as we have
seen with its use the equations of motion can be
put in Lagrangian form.

This reminds us strongly of a similar situation
that arises in the theory of structureless interact-
ing particles. It is a well-known result deduced
from the no-interaction theorem" that the positions
cannot be used as canonical variables, that is, that
the interaction among structureless particles can-
not be put in Lagrangian form using the positions
as canonical variables. The positions can only be
used as Lagrangian variables in expansions i.n v/c
to lower orders. "

The situation we are faced with leads us to form-

ulate the conjecture that in the case of spinning
particles and at least for long-range interactions,
X cannot be used as a canonical variable in any
case. In a forthcoming paper we shall study the
case of the short-range scalar interactions.

The additional term in the equation of spin in the
case of the gravitational interaction can be due to
the use of a Oat-space metric, that therefore does
not take care of the local changes of the basis vec-
tors. This point of view is reinforced by the fact
that this term does not appear in calculations per-
formed within the framework of general relativity.

The formalism we have developed makes it pos-
sible to calculate cross sections for these inter-
actions. This subject will be treated in the third
paper of this work.

As is well known, the Einstein-Infeld-Hoffmann
Lagrangian contains G' terms at order 1/c'. If
one uses the complete Lagrangian these terms
must be treated with special care. However, under
reasonable assumptions which are equivalent to the
use of the Pleb5nski good" & functions, the re-
sults of Barker and O' Connell are recovered. No

other special difficulties are encountered in this
case, because the relations giving ~, and j, in
terms of r, and w, remain unchanged if only c'
terms are retained.
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