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We investigate general soliton features of a scalar field theory in two dimensions with polynomial self-

interactions. The static solution and its linear fluctuations are discussed in general and detailed calculations

curtsied out for $' and $' models. For P the Hnear fluctuations can be analyzed explicitly, enabling

quantum effects to be evaluated. As a result we are able to show that the first-order soliton mass correction

is finite.

I. 1NTRODUCTION

Solltonllke objects in 3. realistic space-time di-
mension are difficult to investigate because of the
complexity of the classical field equations which
determine their detailed properties. It seems
worthwhile therefore to investigate much simpler
models in two dimensions as fully as possible,
classically and quantum mechanically, to obtain
clues on soliton behavior. The sine-Gordon mod-
el has been particula. rly fruitful in this way, and
the p' model has also been useful. A range of
two-dimensional models with intermediate prop-
erties, much less investigated, is provided by
&(P), i.e., a scalar field with a polynomial self-
jnteraction Whereas the sine Gordon and (f)

models possess an infinite set of vacuums, and
two vacuums, respectively, &(P) can be chosen
to have any given finite number of vacuums, which
wiH not in general be connected by some symmetry
transformation, as occurs for sine-Gordon and

models. In &(P) we then have several distinct
meso~ sectors, corresponding to the separate
vacuums, betw en which the solitons interpolate.
Accordingly, there will also be several distinct
soliton sectors, characterized among other things
by different soliton masses.

We consider I.-agrangians of the form

2= zB„QB'Q —V(Q) .
I et us repeat some well-known facts about solitons
in such a, theory, ' mainly to set the notation. V(Q)
must have at j.east two zeros for solitons to exist;
the time-independent soliton will interpolate
smoothly a,nd monotonically between adjacent
zeros. The f I.eld equation is

o V(y)Q+ — -=0

a,nd for static solutions with finite energy is solved
by

dy/dx= [2V(y)]' '

The energy (mass) of the soliton is given by

E= dx' ——+ V((f&) = dg[2V($)]' '.~1 dP '
g2 dx

y(x, t) = y, (x) + tl(x, t) .
We find that q can be written

(4)

where tl„(x) are eigenfunctions of the Schrodinger
operator K".

Etl, (x) = tc,stl, (x),

Stability follows from the fact that co~' ~ 0.
The quantum theory can be investigated by per-

turbing around the classical solution which is valid
for weak coupling. I et us define the coupling con-
stant ~ such that V(y, ~) =- (I/~) V(W~y, I), then y,
is of order A.

' ' and contributes a large scale ef-
fect for small A.. We shift the quantum field oper-
ator &f&(x, t) by the classical solution, as in Eq. (4),
to define a new field operator ti(x, t), which is
treated perturbatively in powers of A. . Although
we do not discuss it here, strictly one should take

For a. static solution P,(x) the field equation is
equivalent to a stationary energy,

~E(p)!&0= 0

By regarding x as "time" we can picture the solution
a,s the motion of a particle" inapotential-V, pas-
sing from one maximum of -V to an adjacent max-
imum. This picture is particula, rly helpful when
V possesses several loca1. minima, between two ad-
jacent absolute minima, as occurs in polynomial
models.

Stability of the soliton is ensured by the exis-
tence of the different vacuum values attained at
spatial infinity, since these values cannot be al-
tered under perturbation. Alternatively, we can
exa.mine small perturbations around the classical
solution in the form
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II. POLYNOMIAL SELF-INTERACTIONS

Now consider the case where V(]t&) is a poly-
nomial in Q. We require that V(P) be nori-negative
and will sometimes assume V(P) =P(P)' for some
polynomial P(P). In general we impose the sym-
metry V(]t&) = V(-]f&). The simplest such example
is

V(P) = & (p' —v')'. (6)

Other polynomial self-interactions have also been
considered, ' including' the ]j&6 model with potential:

V(]j&)= &],'(]t&'+ e )(y' —v')', e & 0 . (7)

However, as in most polynomial models, analytic
progress is difficult because first-order quantum
corrections are determined, in this ca.se, by
Heun functions. The potential (7) admits a static
solution which has an energy density peaked in two
sepa, rate locations. ' This model of a "bag" contain-
ing two "kinks" can be generalized, by taking higher-
degree polynomials V(P), so as to incorporate an
a.rbitrary number of kinks confined within a. ba.g.

We will investigate in detail the Q" model

V(y) = l & 'y'(y' —v')' (8)

which possesses three minima (Fig. 1). Analytic
progress is possible here because first-order
quantum fluctuations can be expreSsed in terms
of hypergeometric functions.

A general class of models of some interest are
those which approximate the sine-Gordon poten-
tial. This approximation can be achieved by trun-
cating the infinite-product formula for cos]t& to
obtain either of the following two polynomial po-

into account the zero-mode problem. ' Quantum
corrections of O(XO) can be described in terms of
the eigenfunctions of the Schrodinger operator
K [Eq. (5)]. In general the Hamiltonian can be
separated into pa, rts, '

H=E +IIO+Hq,

where &, -O(1/&&, ) is the classical contribution of
the soliton energy, H, is O(X'), and H, the inter-
action Hamiltonian is O(X) and can be treated per-
turbatively to take account of higher-order effects.

tentia, ls:

V(n&
&

(n& —
[y2 P(I & )2]2 (9)

V(n & && n&y2
' '

(y2 y2vk)k (10)

Here the first potential reduces to ]t& [Eq. (6)]
and the second to ]t&' [Eq. (8)] for n= 1 and both
a.pproach the sine-. Gordon potential for n —~
(with appropriate» dependence in &].'"&). One is
adding more minima, for higher n and, correspond-
ingly, more soliton sectors and only in the limit
n- ~ does the symmetry operation P —]t&+ v ap-
pear to connect these sectors. As a result, these
polynomial theories are in general more difficult
to handle than sine-Gordon theory, although for
large n one would expect the soliton properties to
approach those of sine-Gordon solitons. Whether
the interacting solitons for potentials (9) and (10)
can, to any extent, be described by analytic for-
mulas a.s in sine-Gordon theory is a question
which we do not consider here. We will be satis-
fied to extract from the classical system the static
solution as given in Eq. (2) and investigate quan-
tum fluctuations around this solution.

To obtain the static solution ]t&,(x), we need
merely evaluate the integral [from Eq. (2)]

dp'" "'=f [2V(»)]"'

to obtain x=f(&t&) for some function f For po.ten-
tials of the form V(]j&)=P(Q)' we can always ob-
tain f explicitly. Since f is monotonic we obtain

Q,(x) as a (generally implicit) smooth monotonic
function of x, P,=f '(x). Different branches of
the inverse function f ' correspond to solitons of
different sectors. ]I&, interpolates between adjacent
minima a, b of V(]t&), i.e., ]f&,

—a(x- -~) and rP,—b(x- ~). The general shape of p, (x) can be de-
duced as explained in Sec. I. As an explicit exam-
ple consider the potential given by Eq. (10) with

»' "'= &kj[2 (» & )'v~], c& = constant .
Using the identity

where

( )k(~ & )2

(n ( ) !(n + )I) ! '

we can evaluate the integral (11):
S. ( $2 flk

exp[+ &(& (x -xJ]=—

FIG. 1. P6 potential V with three minima. In the limit n- ~ we regain the sine-Gordon soli-
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ton,

exp[a v o.(x —xg] = tan
22v) '

implicit function of x in general, it is convenient
to transform to (t, = (t) as the independent variable,
via Eq. (2). Define also g((t)) = [V(&f&)]'~'q(P), then
(15) becomes

For finite n Eq. (12) reduces to a polynomial
equation in (t), which can be solved explicitly for
n =1 (Sec. III) and n= 2, by solving a quartic
equation. Similarly for the potential given by Eq.
(9) we can obtain the explicit static solution for
n = 1 (P }and also n = 2 ((t)') by solving a quartic.
Kxplicit solutions, although useful, are not neces-
sary and quantum fluctuations, for example, can
be studied to some extent with only implicit solu-
tions, as will be seen.

Let us remark on the soliton stability. The
vacuum structure of V((t)) distinguishes between
different soliton sectors according to the vacuum
values attained by &f&,(x) The. infinite energy re-
quired to alter these vacuum values prevents soli-
ton decay. This is evident from the following
argument, rewriting Eq. (3):

2

2V ~ p --- 2V
2 dx dx

2Vg" +SV'g'+ m g=0, (16)

where V, g are functions of (t), g'=dg/dQ, etc.
The boundary conditions on q(x) are, as usual,
those of square integrability'.

qx dx&.

Define

I = -2vd'/dP' —3V'd/d t(,)

then we find

(f I-f) = ~'(f f}

The I., inner produce for functions q(x) translates
to the inner product for solutions of (16):

(f, (, ) fd(()'(=())'"f(()(;(().

The second term of the integrand can be written
dF(Q)/dx, where

d v'"(j) o, (19)

q. = ~„„3"F(y), (14)

where F(Q) is defined by Eq. (13), and the soliton
charge is then proportional to its mass.

Alternatively, to demonstrate stability we can
examine perturbations around the classical solution
as shown in Eq. (4), and this entails a study of the
Schrodinger equation (5). Let us consider this
equation in detail as it arises also in the quantum
theory. We have

—q" + U(x))1= (gpq,

where q = q(x), U(x) = V"(P,(x)). Since (t), is an

dF/dP= [2V(y)]'",
and can therefore be integrated to yield F(b} F(a), -
where a and b are the relevant adjacent vacuum
values. Any perturbation in (t), which must pre-
serve asymptotic values, can only increase the
energy and therefore the soliton is stable. One
can, to some extent, also view stability as a con-
sequence of the identically conserved current j„
= e„„s"(t) and the corresponding conserved charge
Q= P(~) —(t)(-~)= b —a, carried by each soliton.
However, we shall see (Sec. V) that in potentials
such as (9) and (10) solitons of different mass can
carry the same charge Q, but cannot decay the
heavier to the lighter, because each occupies a
different sector with different vacuum values. We
can take account of this phenomenon by defining
instead a conserved current

showing that always ~'~ 0, and stability. is guar-
anteed.

Equation (16) is a useful form of Eq. (15), with
all coefficients known explicitly. The nature of
Eq. (16) is determined by the singular points
which evidently occur at the zeros of V((t)}, real
or complex. Since the coefficient of g' is V' these
singularities will be regular if the zeros of V are
distinct, but otherwise will, in general, be irregu-
lar. Let us take specifically the form V((t))
=P((t))', i.e.,

v=~ (y -a, )', (2o)

where the a& are real or complex, V is real, and
we can also impose V((t)) = V(-(t)}. Then

2V

Q —a(

and Eq. (16) becomes

3g+Pg+ —g=o.4 —a(
(2i)

If the a& are distinct all singular points are regular,
and this is true for the point at infinity also. In

fact, for an arbitrary polynomial V((t)) the point at
infinity is a regular singularity. To see this, put
P- I/P and Eq. (16) becomes

1 3V'(1/P), (()'g
2 Q V(1/P) 2 (t) V(1/(t))
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2
2 CO

cf» +2o»+
( )

—0

with

(23)

V"(a, )=2m I (a, -a, )'.
f,f &&

Hence for each i
2 ~ 1»r'2

o» ——-1+ 1 — „( )

(24)

For»dm & V"(a, ) there are two real values of o„
corresponding to two solutions in the vicinity
Q -a„but only one solution is square integrable
since we require, from the definition (18), that
R/(o») ) -1. The condition &o' & V"(a, ) corresponds
to the discrete spectrum, and for &o' ~ V"(a, ) we
expect ur' to attain a. continuum of values. This is
evident from an examination of the Schrodinger
equation (15). For large x (positive or negative),
U(x) will attain a constant value V"(a, ) since P,(x)
approaches the va, cuum value a, at infinity. For
&u'~ V"(a, ) then we expect to obtain plane-wave
(continuum) solutions.

The situation can be understood from the quan-
tum-mechanical viewpoint. We regard P(x, t) as
a quantum field operator which is shifted by the
classical solution P,(x) to define a new quantum
field operator 7I(x, t) [Eq. (4)]. This field»I de-
scribes meson oscillations around the soliton,
as is apparent for large x when P, approaches
the vacuum value, and g represents the meson
states built on that vacuum. The mass m& of
mesons built on the vacuum with expectation value
(Q) =a, is given by, in lowest order,

V"(a, ) = m, '. (26)

and /= 0 is a regular singularity for V of degree
~2. For potentials such that V(Q) = V(-P) the
number of regular singularities can be reduced by
the substitution Z= p'. For p» [Eq. (6)] and Q
[Eq. (8)] we then hive equations with three regular
singularities, i.e., the hypergeometric equation or
a special case thereof. For some»t»' models and
for the p' potential (7) the equation will have four
regular singularities (Heun's equation) and exact
results are harder to obtain.

Returning to Eq. (21) for the ease of regular
singularities, we ean expand g(P) near P = a, ac-
cording to g-(P —a»)'», where o» satisfies the in-
di:cial equation

be inferred from the shape of U(x). If the mesons
of the adjoining vacuums a,re all massive, the
solution P,(x) will approach its vacuum values ex-
ponentially and consequently U(x) also approaches
its asymptotic values exponentially. For P»

(Sec. III), U(x) has the shape shown in Fig. 2 and
this shape applies generally, except that the cen-
tral depression could contain various bumps. The
asymptotic values of U(x), m, ' and m, 2, need not
be equal. If one of the meson masses is zero,
Q,(x) and U(x) will approach their asymptotic val-
ues slowly, a,ccording to some power law, as
shown in Fig. 3 for Q' (Sec. V).

From the shape of U(x) we can infer the following
properties of the Schrodinger equation (15}. The
central well could permit several discrete eigen-
values co' corresponding to meson-soliton bound
states. Here, we ignore the eigenvalue oP =0,
with eigenvector q(x) = dP, /dx, or g(P) = constant
in Eq. (16}, which is merely a manifestation of
translation invariance. For m, ' ~ co' &m,' we can
have incoming plane-wave continuum solutions
(mesons of mass m, ) which are completely re-
flected from the central potential (the soliton).
For uP ~ m„' we can have incoming meson states
which will be partly reflected and partly trans-
mitted, i.e., a meson of sufficiently high momen-
tum can pass through the soliton and appear on the
other side as a meson of different mass appro-
priate to that vacuum. This phenomenon will be
investigated in detail for Q' theory. For P» and
sine-Gordon theory there is essentially only one
meson sector, and mesons can pass through the
soliton without reflection, with only a phase
change.

III. Q6 MODEL

%e take now for V,

(26)

which has the -shape shown in Fig. 1. There is a
central minimum at Q= 0, and meson states built
on this vacuum have mass u. There a.re also
minima at Q=+(L»/A)'~' connected by (and spon-

2
mb

In general, adjacent va, cuums will not be connected
by any symmetry transformation and the soliton
will interpolate between sectors with different
meson masses. The soliton presents a, potential
U(x) = V (Q, (x)) to incoming meson states and. the
approximate soliton-meson scattering process can

2
ma

FIG. 2. The Schrodinger potential U(x) relevant to
meson-soliton scattering, involving mesons of mass
Slg
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approximation, i.e., solve Eq. (15). We find

U(x) = V"(y,(x))

+ tanh p.x-5p, 3p. 15'
4cosh p,x

' (29)

FIG. 3. The potential U(x) for the case of one mass-
less meson; U(x) approaches zero slowly for large
negative x.

X(1+e '"*)
Z/2

(27)

The solution has the appearance shown in Fig. 4.
For large positive x, P, - (p/A)'~'+ O(e '"") and
for large negative x, Q, -O(e"") so that P, quickly
reaches vacuum values exponentially according to
the relevant meson mass.

We also obtain other solutions by putting x- -x
(antisolitons) and Q, —-P, in Eq. (27) to give four
possibilities, each interpolating between adjacent
vacuums. However, we know nothing about possi-
ble two-soliton solutions which must be time de-
pendent, and which, unlike (t)', can exist for the
potential (26). The solution (27) can of course be
translated and Lorentz boosted. The soliton mass,
from Eq. (3), comes out to be

M= p'/4A. .

Next, we try to find solutions in the linearized

FIG. 4. The static $6 solution P~ (x), interpolating
smoothly between vacuums /=0, (p/&)' 2.

taneously breaking) the symmetry operation P
Meson states built on either of these

vacuums have mass 2p. . In the absence of solitons
the separate meson sectors form distinct worlds,
but with the existence of solitons both meson types
will appear, always separated by solitons.

We obtain the static solution P,(x) by integrating
Eq. (11):

X/2

y (x) = —(tanh qx+1)JL(,

2A,

U(x) has the shape shown in Fig. 2, with asymp-
totic values U(x) —4p, (for x —~) and U(x) —p
(x- -~). The Schrodinger equation for this U(x)
has been studied in detail (Morse and Feshbach,
Ref. 5, p. 1651) and the solutions expressed in
terms of hypergeometric functions. The specific
correspondence with Ref. 5 is found by putting

e2+ ~ 2

V 18
(30)

(d—+-
p2 5

where

—
2

—1, K, = 4-—2, b= z K~-g4'

and & is some normalization and I is the hyper-
geometric function. Asymptotically we have

q(x) —0 for x- ~,
q(x) —Xl A(a )e' " "+A*(a )e-'"'-"], x—

where

f'(Z;+ 1)f'(-fa )
r(5--,')f (5+-,') '

(32)

This solution represents incoming meson states of
mass p, which are completely reflected from the
soliton and return to -~. The mesons cannot
penetrate the barrier U(x) -4p, ' encountered on the
right of the soliton.

For ~'~ 4p, ' we can have the following solutions
and asymptotic behavior:

For &' & p. there can be only discrete levels, and
for U(x) given by Eq. (29) there is just one such
level, e= —,

' corresponding to cu'= 0. This is mere-
ly the translational mode with eigenfunction dr/, /
dx; there are no meson-soliton bound states in
this model. For p.

' ~ w' & 4 p,
' there is the follow-

ing continuum solution:

-(S++hn )) x/2
q(x)=N

(
„„,„),

gX
&&E b-2, b+2, E, +1 „„-„„-,31e""+e ""
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e(~/2&(s -a } x

(A) n(x)=& (,„.~. ..)»

for which

q(x) —Ne'""'", for x —~,
q(x) —&[&(k,k,)e'"-*

+A(-k, k,)e "«-"], for x- -~,

for which

g(x) —¹'"', for -x —-~,
q(x)-N[&(k. , k )e '""

(33a)

(ssb)

(34a)

(36)

where K is given by Eq. (5). We diagonalize K by
expanding the operator q(x, t) in terms of eigen-
functions g«of K, and the correction of O(A.') is
then merely a, harmonic-oscillator term, ' so that

p
2 ]+ hP

4x 2

where

(u«'=,u'(k '+ 1)= p, '(k,'+ 4) . (38)

[This expression is correct to O(A. ') even when the
zero mode is properly considered. '] The correc-
tion

g (k +1)i/2

solution. Using the explicit functions g(x) we can
show that the correction is finite, having sub-
tracted the vacuum energy and renormalized. This
subtraction has to allow for the fact that two dis-
tinct vacuums a,re involved.

We substitute Eq. (4) into the expression (3) for
the total energy to obtain

where

+A(-k. , k )e'" "], for x- ~, . (34b)

X/2 ~a/2
k = —,-1, k, = —,-4 ~, f = --(k, +k ),)

I"(1 —ik, )I'(-ik )
I ( -', ik, -', ik +-,')r( -', ik. -', ik -', )

'

(35)

IV. SOI.ITON MASS CORRECTION

We calculate here the quantum correction of
O(X ) to the classical soliton mass M= u, '/4X,
due to quantum fluctuations a.round the classical

We observe that (31) is obtained from (33) by put-
ting k, = iK, . Part (A) represents incoming mesons
(from the left, of mass g) which are partly re-
flected from the soliton, and partly transmitted.
Transmission can occur only for sufficiently en-
ergetic mesons (v' ~ 4p') and then the mesons re-
appear on the right side of the soliton with a heav-
ier mass 2ItL, appropriate to that vacuum sector.
Part (B) represents incoming mesons (from the
right, of mass 2y, ) which are partly reflected from
the soliton, but can also pass through at any ener-
gy to emerge on the left with mass p, .

The functions q(x) are used to calculate first-
order quantum corrections to the classical theory,
such a.s one-meson matrix elements and soliton
mass corrections.

where K, = -d'/dx'+ U, (x) is the Schrodinger oper-
ator in the absence of the soliton. The potential
U(x} is shown in Fig. 2; the soliton contributes
the central dip, on either side of which U(x) attains
constant asymptotic values. Without the soliton
U(x) is restricted to those asymptotic (vacuum)
values only, i.e.,

U, (x) =4g' for x &x,
= u' for x &x, . (4O)

By translation we can choose x,=O. The ma, ss
correction is then

diverges quadratically but subtraction of the
vacuum energy should render this divergence
logarithmic, to be canceled in turn by renormal-
ization counterterms. To regulate the infrared
divergence we place the soliton in a' large box of
length L, with periodic boundary conditions. In
order to evaluate the va, cuum contribution, we
must consider the situation in which the soliton is
removed from the box. Fa,ced with two unrelated
vacuums we must decide how to take account of
each vacuum in order to subtra, ct properly the
vacuum energy. To O(A.') this vacuum energy will
be given by an expression similar to that of Eq.
(35),

P'

E„,= 2 dx —+ qKoq
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The expression (40) for U2(x) is obtained in ef-
fect by shifting &f&(x, f) as before [Eq. (4)], but
taking

y, (x) = 8(x)(,u/)). )' ',
where 8(x) = 1 for x & 0 and 0(x) = 0 for x (0. This
merely corresponds to taking the asymptotic
(vacuum) values of the soliton solution (27). The
"classical solution" (41) has adiscontinuity at x = 0
separating the two va, cuums and contributes a. di-
vergent energy to the "soliton vacuum" of O(1/X).
This divergence may be ignored in evaluating E„,
since there is no corresponding divergence in the
soliton solution to be' subtracted.

By placing the soliton in a. box with suitable
boundary conditions we can render the continuum
modes countable and thereby follow them when the
soliton is removed. %e obtain then, in principle,
the rela. tion between the va, cuum wave number q
and the wave number k with the soliton included,
enabling us to evaluate

1 g [(k 2+ 1)1/2 (q 2+ 1)1/2]

In pra, ctice, this procedure is effective only for
situations in which the potentia, l permits tranmis-
sion only, as in P' and the sine-Gordon model for
exa.mple. The rea, son for this can be seen upon
imposing periodic boundary conditions on the step
potential (40) to obtain a periodic potential, with
period L, a.s shown in Fig. 5. The continuum
wave solutions break into a countable number of
distinct bands within which q varies continuously.
Since the operator Kp is invariant under transla. -
tion by L, wave functions pp satisfy

),( )+xL) = e'"o~)),(x) (42)

for some Q (the propagation constant). Q can be
quantized by identifying wave functions after N
periods, i.e., bending the line after N periods into
a, circle of length &L. Each energy band then
splits into a finite number of levels, and we have

By matching wave functions and first derivatives
at all boundaries we obta, in the condition which
forces the existence of the bands, '

cos)1QL = ' cos(q + q, )'2)1Lq, +q )'
4q q,

(q. -q-)'
cos(q q,) 2-)1L .

4q q.
The wave numbers q .and q, are defined by

(~0)2 ~2(q 2y 1)l/2 u2(q 2 + 4)1/2

(44)

(45)

where (1))o)' is an eigenvalue of K, . Equation (44)
applies even if (~')' &4)1' by analytic continuation,
setting q, =i Q, where Q„ is real.

Similarly, for the more general case of poten-
tials for which the asymptotic behavior of the wave
functions is as given in Eqs. (33) and (34), imposi-
tion of periodic boundary conditions produces solu-
tions with a band structure. Because of this, it is
difficult to determine exactly how the countable
levels change when the soliton is introduced into
the box since there will not be an equal shift for
each level. One obta, ins q'"' as a function of k'"'
in the form

A (k, k, ) =&(k, k, )e'" "-~"
we have

k, cosh2[2))(k. +k )]
k sinhwk sinhmk,

(47)

(48)

q& n) k(n) y t(n)(k(n))
p,L

where the shift .y'"' depends explicitly on the level
n. Only for the situation of no reflection does the
band structure disappear, and with it the explicit
dependence of y on the nth level. For the potentia, l
under. consideration this situation, in fa, ct, arises
at high energies (large k ) when the back scatter-
ing disappears. This is evident from the coef-
ficient A(k, k, ) in Eq. (35). Writing

2pBQ=-, n=0, +1, . . . .
mNL

Uo

Ip.

(43)
Current conservation implies

&(k, k, )
2 -&(—k, k,)' = k,/k .

For la,rge k =k we find

i)/( k k ) O( -r2)

&(k, k,)' = k,/k + O(e ' )

(49)

(50)

(51)

-L/2 L/2

[setting k.= k —3/2k+ O(k ')]. Therefore, the co-
efficient of reflection falls off exponentially for
large k.

The mass correction for a reflectionless poten-
tial is'

FIG. 5. The Schrodinger potential Uo(g due to the
"soliton vacuum, "with period I . —5(k) —(k'+ 1)'/',

2m dk
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where 5(k) is the phase shift, and this applies in
our situation only for la,rge k. This is precisely
the region in which divergences appear and we can
check that upon inclusion of r enormalization counter-

I

terms, the ultra, violet divergence cancels out.
The phase shift 5(k} for high energies is given by
the asymptotic value of 5(k, k, ) as defined in Eq.
(47). 5(k, k, ) is given by

k slnhvk sinhvk, . I'{1—ik,)I'(- ik )5k, k, = ——ln 2 g
—iln. i. — g. g x. i s-

2 k cosh [—m(k +k )] I'(-wk, — ik —+-)I"(-—ik, — &k — )

To find the asymptotic value 5(k) we use known

asymptotic formulas for Inl'(z), ' essentially
Stirling's formula, . We find for example that
(for constants a)

( Ik, zk 'l t'. ~, zv sawInr I-—' —=+a
I =kII -— +-,'In2vr+ ——

2 2 ) ( 2 ' 4

3z+
I

a —-'+ ——ii)ink
4k

1 (i ia ia' Sv&+
I
——+ +

k(12 2 2 8)
+O(k 2)

We obtain

5(k) = ——+O(k '),15
4k

(64)

and so the integral (52) is logarithmically diver-
gent.

Now we must consider the effect of renormaliza-
tion. The Lagrangian 2 will be renormalized by
a normal ordering of the polynomial self-intera, c-
tion. Since

6, 6. ~ 4~, 2 ~
&f&

= .'Q:+a, :P:+a,:&f&:+a,,

0'=:4':+&~:4':+&a

for coefficients a„b„we must add p» and y'
counterterms to P. The counterterms of O(y) are
required to cancel the one-loop diagrams (Fig. 6).
Taking into account combinatorial fa.ctors, we ob-
tain

The counterterms render finite the physical quan-
tities calculated in the meson sector based on the
vacuum Q = 0, but also apply to the Q= (g/X)' '
vacuum sector, by shifting the field suitably,
P- P —(,u/&)'~'. As we shall see, the same coun-
terterms also work for the soliton sector.

The counterterms contribute to the soliton ma. ss
additional terms of O(X'):

25p, dx —5X Bg 6p, ' dx, . (68)

where P, is given by Eq. (27). (The divergent in-
tegrals are regulated by integrating over Ix

I

& L/2. ) The counterterms also contribute to the
vacuum an amount to be subtracted from (58).
This contribution can be calculated from (58) but
substituting instead Q, as given by Eq. (41), the
vacuum contribution of the soliton solution. The
vacuum counterterm is then (-pI. /16K)5p', and
when subtracted from the soliton counterterm (58)
gives a total additional. term (5/16K)5 p,', in which
we have let I —~.

The soliton mass, including only high-energy
fluctuations, is now

E =—+ — —5(k) (k, ),~2

+ 15u, dk
16n (k'+ I )'~2 '

The integrand of the counterterm is asympotically
15m/16wk, which by Eq. (54) nicely cancels the
logarithmic divergence due to the function 5(k),

2-P --', 5u, 'y'+ —' (Z/p)5p, 'y»,

where, to O(A.),

3U~ dk
w (k'+ p,

')'~' '

(56)

(67)

and we conclude that the first-order soliton ma. ss
correction is finite.

Before leaving P', let us remark on the fact that
there are four static solutions [namely Eq. (27}]
and those obtained by putting x —-x, P, —-P„
and that quantum mechanically these can be dis-

FIG. 6. One-loop diagrams for ft), logaritl mically
divergent.

tinguished. This is unlike P» where the operation
x- -x (to produce the antisoliton) is equivalent to
gati,

—-Q, andbothsolutionscorrespondtothesame
quantum particle. ' For P' the antisoliton is dif-
ferent because each side of the soliton is distin-
guished by the different meson mass allowed i.e.,
the operation x —-x cannot be reversed by putting

The soliton differing from another by
the operation P,——P, can also be distinguished by



3128 M. A. LOHK 20

adjoining to it another soliton, with the solutions
suitably patched together. ' The soliton charge Q
= f (dQ, /dx)dx will be either zero, or double that
of a single charge, and the two possibilities can
be distinguished. Here we are using the fact that
P' allows double solitons.

V. ~8 MODELS

Models with P' self-interactions offer a variety
of soliton phenomena, , but exa, ct calculations can-
not be carried fa.r and only general statements are
possible. One new feature for &fP is the possibility
of ma. ssless mesons. We consider potentials of
the form

said. However, the general shape of U(x) is as
shown in Fig. 8 for the soliton S,. U(x) is sym-
metric and, for 1 «& 5, has local maxima on
either side of the central depression. One expects
that incoming plane waves will be partly scattered
and partly reflected. Simila, r statements can be
made for U(x) applicable to S„except that U(x)
vill be asymmetry ic.

We can show that for & large enough mesons can
form bound states with S» i.e., there can be dis-
crete levels in addition to ~'= 0. We take the
eigenvalue equation in the form Eq. (16). An up-
per bound on a, second discrete eigenvalue &,' is
given by

= A3(y2 —v2)R(y2 —052)2 (60) (f, ~f)
1 (ff)t (64)

as shown in Fig. 7 for a & 1. Special cases occur
for & & 0, &= 0, and = 1, but consider first &

& 1. There are four vacuums, two being con-
nected by the symmetry P- -P, and these support
mesons of mass given by

V"(v) = 8""'(~—1)'= u'

V"(v ~v) = BA.'n'~(~ —1)'= uu'.
(61)

Two distinct soliton types a.re possible, one de-
noted S„ interpolating between P= -v and P= v,
the other S, between P = @ and P =a &v. The soli-
ton masses, of O(1/A. ), are

4v'~,= (2x')'" (5~ —1),

where

dP' dP '

the inner product(, ) is defined by Eq. (18) and f
is a trial function orthogonal to f,= constant, the
eigenfunction of the lowest eigenvalue ct)p: 0 A

suitable trial function is found by noting that for
o-"the potential (60) (with suitable dependence
of A, on ~) approaches the Q potential (6) for which
the exa, ct eigenfunction of the second discrete
eigenvalue ~,'/g'= —' is' f(P) = P(v' —P') ' '.
Using this as a trial function and with the result
(19) we find

2 '
M, =(2x')'" "

(v o 1)'(~+3M~+I),
15

(62) 2 3 2 3 1
1 7

4(& —1)'(3~ —5)
' (65)

and are equal only for a —Sv &+1=0, i.e.,
= 6. 85. The static solutions are given by the for-
mula

v + & vv'&—
(68)

which can be explicitly solved for Q only in special
cases, for example, &=4 and a=9 [the n=2 case
of the potential (9)].

The Schrodinger equation (15) describing linear
oscillations around the static solution can be con-
verted to Heun's equation, for which little can be

which must be (1 for a discrete eigenvalue &y to
exist, since the continuum begins at &,'= p.'. We
find that for & & -6.35, at least one discrete level
will exist besides + =0, i.e., a meson-soliton
bound state can form.

If the soliton charge is defined by Q= f (dP, /
dx)dx, then the ratio of charges for S, to S, is
2/(v ~ —1), and we note that this need not be ra-
tional. For =9 the charges are equal but, a.l-
though S2 is heavier than S„no decay can take
place because each soliton occupies a different

FIG. 7. ft) potential V with four minima.

FIG. 8. Approximate potential U(x) for P sob. ton
interpolating between related vacuums supporting mesons
of mass p.
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sector of the solution space, with distinct vacuum
values. Let us also point out that S„but not S„
is self-conjugate in the sense that the symmetry
Q, —-Q, is equivalent to x- -x, as for Q .'

Finally, let us consider the potential (60}with &

=0,
V(y) =~'y'(y' —v')'. (66)

v v+ (f)pe= ——+ ln v— (67)

and have an appearance similar to the P' solutions
(Fig. 4), except that the falloff on the side with
massless mesons is very slow: p -v/p~x for x
large and negative. The soliton charge density
dP, /dx similarly has a slow falloff and the soliton
might therefore be expected to have long-range
interactions, like a one dimensional "magnetic"
monopole. The long-range interaction is indeed
apparent from the shape of U(x) (Fig. 3), since for
x large and negative U(x) =6/x'. Massless mesons
will therefore experience a repulsive force at long
range, but can penetrate the soliton at energies
such that +'& p,', and acquire a mass p, on the
right. The equation determining the scattering
[Eq. (16)] can be converted to the following by
substituting Z = v'/P':

4Z (Z —I) g"(Z) —6(Z —1)(Z —S)g'(Z) + Z g(Z)

(«)
This equation has regular singularities at Z =0, 1

and an irregular singularity at Z = , but cannot be
identified with any well-known equation. For large
negative x, U(x) -6/x' and we find

V is similar to the P' potential (Fig. 1) with three
minima, but the mesons built on the vacuum P = 0
are now massless, leading to long-range interac-
tions. Meson states built on. the vacuums P'=U~
have mass

g = (2 x')'~'2v'.

There is one soliton (together with those obtained
by symmetry) with mass I= (2X')' 22v'/15. The
static solutions are given by

Meson-soliton bound states ("dyons") cannot form
because the continuum begins at u'~ 0.

For the potential (60) with c.= 1 there are also
massless mesons, but in this case no massive
mesons at all, yet the soliton will nevertheless
have a mass of O(1/A, ). Again, the soliton has
long-range interactions.

VI. CONCLUSION

We have examined P(Q), models and seen that
they can support a rich variety of soliton phe-
nomena. The possibility of many minima of the
potential allows for many meson and soliton sec-
tors, which need not be connected by any symme-
try, so that both meson and soliton masses will
differ from sector to sector. For a. potential with
n minima there will be n' sectors of the solution
space, between which transitions cannot occur.
Although we have been able to say nothing about
multisoliton solutions, we have investigated linear
oscillations around the static soliton and so de-
scribed meson-soliton scattering at least approxi-
mately. The exact solution obtained for Q' theory
has enabled the soliton mass correction due to
these oscillations to be studied; the finite correc-
tion which eventuates confirms that, as for Q'

and sine-Gordon models, renormalizability of the
theory is not affected by the shift to a different
sector, be it a meson or soliton sector. The sub-
traction of the vacuum energy involving disparate
vacuums leads to complicated expressions, but
this will be the general situation.

Many of the results for P(P), are very special
to two dimensions, although the quantization pro-
cedure and the renormalization properties are
general. One restrictive feature in one space di-
mension is the patching procedure, which requires
that adjacent solitons must correspond to smoothly
joined solutions. This means that, like mesons
of different sectors, the solitons of different sec-
tors can interact only via adjoining solitons.
Therefore, although the theory may be very rich
in particle content, the possible interactions of
these particles are highly restricted.

(69)

which, together with q*(x}, represents incoming
and outgoing plane waves (massless mesons).
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