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Scattering amplitudes for inverse bremsstrahlung and pair production in a laser pulse
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The scattering amplitudes for the processes of inverse bremsstrahlung and pair production in a laser

pulse are given for scattering and nonscattering boundary conditions.

In a previous paper, ' one of the authors (M.D.S.}
derived quantum field theoretically formal scatter-
ing amplitudes for electron-laser pulse (ELP)
interactions where the initial state consisted of a
single electron and a laser pulse, and the final
state consisted of a single electron, an arbitrary
number of photons, and the laser pulse which may
be different from the incident pulse. We mentioned
that extension to cases where there are several
electrons and/or positrons in the "in" or the "out"
state is straightforward. One simply applies the
reduction technique as many times as needed. '
The amplitudes in paper I were derived for either
scattering boundary conditions (SBC) or nonscat-
tering boundary conditions {NSBC}. We have SBC
when the initial- and final-state electron and laser
pulse are noninteracting. For the experimental
configuration where the electron and laser pulse
can be assumed to interact even in the remote
past or future, we have NSBC.

In this paper we present formal results for
scattering amplitudes for the EI P processes of
inverse bremsstrahlung and pair production using
SBC and NSBC. W'e simplify calculations by as-
suming that the laser pulse is essentially un-
changed by the interaction and that vacuum polar-
ization effects are unimportant. However, the
case where the final-state laser pulse is very
different from the incident pulse can also be
handled by the methods presented in paper I.

where U~ (x) and U~(y) are Volkov' wave packets
which satisfy the equations
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In lowest order, we obtain for Wthe expression

W(0) =--,'S~;~(x, y),

the propagator for an electron moving in the laser
pulse, and the Coulomb potential given by the
equation
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Using Eqs. (I.4.2) and (I.4.3) with tr(x) replaced
by o. (x) + P(x), we obtain
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Wis given by Eq. (I.3.4), i.e.,
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INVERSE BREMSSTRAHLUNG

The scattering amplitude for inverse brems-
strahlung with NSBC is given by the equation

out(Otout pt(p ~tu)to

Here tr( )=xa"" ( t)x=u(x) is the laser pulse rep-
resented as a plane-wave, coherent-state' wave

packet; P and P' are, respectively, the initial and
final electron momenta. The expression for S«
becomes SI, (0) =ie dx U (x)y ii{x)U"(x) . (8)

&& r P(y}Up(y).

The first term in Eq. (7) is the forward scatter-
ing amplitude and will be dropped. If we want the
scattering amplitude only to first order in the
Coulomb potential, then we drop the third term in
Eq. (7) also. Thus, the scattering amplitude for
inverse bremsstrahlung with NSBC to first order
in the Coulomb potential is

Sf) =(i) dxdy Up. (x)D&„WD&„Up(y), (2) This amplitude agrees with results published pre-
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viously using time-dependent perturbation' theory.
For the inverse bremsstrahlung scattering

amplitude with SBC, we proceed exactly as before
except that now Vq(x) and U~(y} are free-particle

wave packets and D„and D„are the ordinary
Dirac operators; W(0) and Sz~(x, y) are still given
formally by Eq. (5). We find for the scattering
amplitude the expression

st (st= (s*evu (ets(* —t)DU'{v,l

d»V, , (x)y [~.(x)+ P(x)] U, (x)
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We can expand the propagator S~ru (x, y) in terms of the propagator h~(x, y) which describes the motion of
the electron in the laser pulse alone:

S','(x, y) =S~{x,y) + S~(x, z, ) ——,'se)y P z, S~ z„y dz,

+ SF(x, s,)( lee}y -P(s,)4(s„s,)(--'.fe)y P(s, )S"(s„y)ds,ds, +...
Dropping the forward scattering term and to first order in the Coulomb potential, we have
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That Eq. (11) is plausible is easily verified by setting n(x) =0. Then the amplitude reduces to

S~, (0) = —e U (x)y P(x)U(»)

This is precisely what one expects to obtain as the scattering amplitude of an electron interacting once
with the Coulomb potential.

PAIR PRODUCTION

The pair-production amplitude with NSBC is given by
out ( ~out ~

I pe
~

&to)outfi

Here, q is the four-momentum of a positron. With appropriate modifications to Eqs. (1.3.3) and (1.3.4)
and to first order in the Coulomb potential, we obtain

Sq, (0) = fe dx V~v. (x)y P(x)V~e (x), (s4)

where V;. (x) is a negative-frequency Volkov solution to the Dirac equation in the presence of the laser
pulse a(x). This amp&itude agrees with results published previously using time-dependent perturbation
theory. '

If we assume SBC, we find
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Xa(0)=ed(P', S') fdsf(X)y, [a'" (X) d(*)[f; (Xle(S', S')

~ —', e' (p', )sf dxdyf (xl y' '" (*)s"(x y)y a'" (x)+y a"','x)s (*, y)y p(y) ~ y dl'y)s (*, y)y '"(y)

+ (--,' ie)y a'" (x) dz S~(x, z, )y P(z, )S~(z„y}y n'"(y} f *,(y-)v(q', s"). (15)
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