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Electrostatic force actuation is a key component of the system of geodesic reference test masses (TM) for
the LISA orbiting gravitational wave observatory and in particular for performance at low frequencies,
below 1 mHz, where the observatory sensitivity is limited by stray force noise. The system needs to apply
forces of order 10~ N while limiting fluctuations in the measurement band to levels approaching
10~'5 N/Hz'/2. We present here the LISA actuation system design, based on audio-frequency voltage
carrier signals, and results of its in-flight performance test with the LISA Pathfinder test mission. In LISA,
TM force actuation is used to align the otherwise free-falling TM to the spacecraft-mounted optical
metrology system, without any forcing along the critical gravitational wave-sensitive interferometry axes.
In LISA Pathfinder, on the other hand, the actuation was used also to stabilize the TM along the critical
x axis joining the two TM, with the commanded actuation force entering directly into the mission’s main
differential acceleration science observable. The mission allowed demonstration of the full compatibility of
the electrostatic actuation system with the LISA observatory requirements, including dedicated meas-
urement campaigns to amplify, isolate, and quantify the two main force noise contributions from the
actuation system, from actuator gain noise and from low frequency “in band” voltage fluctuations. These
campaigns have shown actuation force noise to be a relevant, but not dominant, noise source in LISA
Pathfinder and have allowed performance projections for the conditions expected in the LISA mission.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.109.102009

I. INTRODUCTION

The ESA mission LISA Pathfinder [1] (LPF), which
launched on December 3, 2015 and completed science
operations in July 2017, measured the differential accel-
eration between two free-falling test masses. The experi-
ment was sensitive to stray forces acting on a test mass
(TM), which introduce noise into their otherwise geodesic
orbits and ultimately limit the sensitivity of a future space
observatory for gravitational waves in the 20 uHz—1 Hz
band, such as the proposed LISA mission [2].

The main LPF experimental observable, Ag = yf;—zz -4 s

my’
a gravity gradiometer signal, the differential force per unit
mass on two TM separated by L = 37.6 cm. The spacecraft
(SC) was “drag-free” controlled, with precision cold-gas
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thrusters, to follow one TM (TMI1) along the sensitive
x measurement axis (see Fig. 1). The second TM (TM2)
was forced to follow TMI1; any nonzero Ag had to be
compensated with applied forces to avoid accelerating
TM2, over time, into the surrounding SC apparatus. The
required actuation force (per unit mass) on TM2, g,., had to
be accurately calibrated as part of the signal used to
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FIG. 1. Cartoon of LPF, with two TM along the sensitive x axis,
inside their respective GRS electrode housings. The numbering
scheme for the sensor X-face electrodes, used for actuation and
sensing of the x and ¢ (rotation around z) degrees of freedom, is
shown in the actuation generators for TM2.
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construct Ag, and any additional force noise introduced
by the actuator voltages contributed noise in Ag. Critical
sources of low-frequency force noise [3] include additive
voltage noise mixing with TM charge and stray electro-
static fields, and multiplicative “gain noise” in the actuator
voltage amplitudes, scaling with the applied force levels.

LISA Pathfinder was designed for a differential accel-
eration “dynamic range” of roughly 1 nm/s?, while aiming
to resolve fluctuations at the 30 fm/s?>/Hz!/? level at mHz
frequencies. At the L1 Lagrange point, far from the ym/s?
differential gravity for a similarly sized gradiometer in low
earth orbit, mechanical tolerances in the mass balancing
of the local spacecraft “self-gravity” [4] set this nm/s?
design range. Translated into forces on a 2 kg LPF TM, the
actuators must give force authority of order several nN
while allowing resolution of femtoNewton (fN) level force
variations on time scales of 1000 s.

Actuation forces were required in LPF to balance the
DC and slowly varying differential acceleration between
the two TM for the three translational axes, plus three
angular accelerations for each TM. Forces and torques were
commanded as part of the full dynamical “drag-free and
attitude-control system” (DFACS), which managed an
interconnected mixture of spacecraft thrusting and TM
electrostatic actuation [5-7]. The electrostatic actuation
system also had to coexist with a TM position readout at
the 2 nm/Hz!/? level [8]. Sensing and actuation capabil-
ities were needed on all six degrees of freedom (d.o.f.),
though a higher precision interferometer [9,10] substituted
capacitive sensing on the critical science measurement axis.
For LPF and LISA, as in geodesy missions like GOCE [11]
and tests of gravity like GPB [12] and MICROSCOPE [13],
sensing and force actuation are combined into a single
electrostatic sensor with the conducting TM surrounded
by a conducting housing with an array of electrodes.
The design of the LPF “gravitational reference system”
or GRS [14,15]—the TM, electrode housing and associated
sensing/actuation electronics—differs from the electrostatic
accelerometers used in the missions cited in several ways,
all motivated by the extremely low-force noise require-
ments for LISA and LPF. Specifically, it employs a
larger and heavier test mass, uses a larger TM-electrode
separation—a 4 mm gap on the most sensitive x axis—and
eliminates the discharge wire employed in all of the
previously cited missions except GPB, in favor of a UV
photoelectric discharge system [16].

The required 2 nm/Hz!'/? capacitive sensing has been
demonstrated with the LPF TM held in place before release
into free-fall [8], while the role of the GRS as a sensor and
actuator has been validated in the overall LPF DFACS
control [5-7,17]. This article addresses the details of the
electrostatic force actuation system for LISA, as designed
and tested in the LISA Pathfinder mission.

The article first presents, in Sec. I, the actuation system
design, from its specific features to limit electrostatic force

noise and its conceptual design, to the high-level circuit
implementation. This section includes an overview of the
in-flight use conditions encountered in LISA Pathfinder and
some key elements of its calibration and verification as part
of the LPF differential acceleration measurement chain.

The following two sections form the experimental core
of this paper and present the models and measurement
campaigns used to quantify two critical force noise sources
arising in the electrostatic actuation system: actuation gain
fluctuations (Sec. III) and low-frequency additive voltage
noise (Sec. IV). Tests were performed in the true in-orbit
LPF conditions, which included a background Ag that was
always within 25 pm/s® of zero, more than an order of
magnitude below the nm/s? level discussed above, due to
successful spacecraft gravitational balancing. This allowed
lowering the actuation force “authority,” which, as will be
discussed in this paper, was of fundamental importance
in pushing the ultimate differential acceleration noise
down to the 2 fm/s?/Hz'/? level at mHz frequencies [18].
Quantifying the actuator noise required application of
larger, balancing forces to increase the effect of actuation
voltage fluctuations. Likewise, “in-band” additive voltage
noise was quantified by measuring acceleration noise with
an intentionally charged TM.

We note that the conversion of actuation voltage fluc-
tuations into force noise, described in Secs. III and IV, is
relatively straightforward. Additionally, the actuation elec-
tronics was subject to pre-flight electronic noise tests on
ground. However, a full test measuring force and torque
noise from the actuation system, in the complete flight
conditions with two TM in multiaxis free-fall, allows a
direct validation including correlations and other possible
effects escaping the model. Additionally, as for other
precision experiments in space, a large time—roughly
6 years for the LPF electronics—and a launch separates
the ground tests from flight performance, making in situ
measurements, such as those presented here, a key part of a
reliable experimental noise model.

In Sec. V we use the results of these measurement
campaigns to make a projection of the contribution of
actuation noise to the LPF differential acceleration meas-
urement Ag and to the acceleration noise of a single TM
in experimental scenario of the LISA mission. In contrast
with LPF, LISA does not require force actuation along the
interferometer x “science axis” used for measuring the
gravitational-wave induced tidal acceleration. It does how-
ever need angular torque control applied with electrostatic
fields along the critical x axis, and these are a potentially
important source of TM acceleration noise that can impact
the mission science return.

The article ends with some final comments on the role
of actuator noise in the overall acceleration noise perfor-
mance for LPF and LISA, as well as a consideration on the
uniqueness of LISA Pathfinder as a test bench for the
measurement of small forces and torques.
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II. GRS ELECTROSTATIC ACTUATION
SYSTEM DESIGN AND ROLE IN LPF
Ag MEASUREMENT

The LPF observable Ag is constructed from Newtonian
dynamics and telemetry for the commanded forces
and interferometric readouts for the relative TM displace-
ment, Ax = x, —x;, and the relative TM1-SC displace-
ment, x; [1]:

Ag = A% — Agse + Ao’ x| + w3 Ax. (1)

The leading terms are the measured acceleration AX and
commanded force g,., scaled by calibration factor 4, which
dominates at frequencies below the roughly 1 mHz unity-
gain controller bandwidth. Smaller corrections due to
coupling of the two TM to the SC motion are approximated
as elastic with effective spring constants m;w? and m,w?
and differential “stiffness” Aw? = w} — w?. For simplicity,
we have omitted from Eq. (1) the inertial force terms that
are corrected in the standard LPF analysis [1,18], most
importantly for the centrifugal force along x from the
noisy rotation of the LPF spacecraft, which is calculated
using the angular control data. Ultimately the TM2
electrostatic actuation force per unit mass ¢g,. is used to
compensate all low-frequency differential accelerations
along x, from real forces and any accelerated-spacecraft
reference frame effects.

The accuracy, linearity, and stability of the actuator
gain—factor A in the subtraction of the applied force—
set the accuracy with which Ag is measured, most signifi-
cantly at low frequencies below 1 mHz. The applied
electrostatic forces also depend on the TM position, with
the resulting force gradients contributing to the stiffness w?
and w3}; these must be reliably known and stable for
accurate calculation of Ag. Finally, and most importantly,
unmodelled force noise associated with the actuation
fields—due to actuation gain fluctuations or to additive
circuit voltage noise that mixes with stray electrostatic
fields—contributes directly to the noise in Ag along with
any other external force noise on the TM.

A. Actuation conceptual design

The actuation design employs audio frequency voltages,
in the 60-270 Hz band, to create the needed DC and slowly
varying electrostatic forces needed for dynamical control
of the TM-spacecraft system. This exploits the quadratic
force-voltage dependence, F o« AV?, to give a DC force
that depends only on the carrier amplitude plus a force at
twice the carrier frequency, decades above the mHz LPF
measurement band (the electrostatic force model and
actuation algorithm are presented in Appendix A). This
is chosen to limit the force errors and low frequency force
noise from stray fields from TM charge and surface “patch”
potentials [19-22]: any steady or slowly varying stray

potential difference mixes with the applied audio carrier to
produce a force, and force noise, safely outside the LISA
band around the carrier frequency. Considering stray
potentials of order 100 mV, and their noise, use of AC
carriers is a necessary design innovation for LPF.

Referring to the X electrode configuration in Fig. 1, the
LPF actuation scheme follows,

Vl(r(t = le sin Cl)xt + Vl(/) sin C()(/)t,
V2c(t

=V sinw,t + Vy, cos wyt,

)
)

V3C(t) = sz CoSw,t — V1¢ sin C()¢t,
)

V(1) = =Vo,cosw,t — Vo cos wyt, (2)
with similar expressions for the Y electrodes (degrees of
freedom y and 0) and Z electrodes (d.o.f. z and 7). The
subscript “c” is employed here in V() to indicate the
commanded voltage on electrode ;.

The applied x actuation voltages V, and V,, yield a total
time-average force proportional to (V3 — V3 ) and a force
gradient proportional to (V2 + V3 ). The LPF “constant
stiffness” actuation algorithm fixes V3 + V3 =V} AX,>
allowing application of force per unit mass g in the range

_ 4 190 .
:I:go = imw VMAXX’ with

(3)

oCx*
ox

B [M(Qo i—gc)} 12
Ix/2x — |7 [ 3c.%, s

* . . . .
where ‘)gjé is the relevant capacitance derivative for an X

electrode (see Appendix A) and M the mass of the
nominally identical test masses. The desired force is thus
produced by unbalancing the electrostatic forces pulling on
opposing sides of the TM. The resulting x axis stiffness
contribution is independent of the applied force g,

|2¢ | 29y
w,%x = =9 adé; N = s (4)
ey d,

ox

where d, is the gap between the X electrodes and the TM,
assumed equal on opposing sides.

Expressions analogous to Egs. (3) and (Al4) are
obtained for the voltages V,/,, and stiffness associated
with electrostatic actuation for the ¢ rotational degree of
freedom, described by the commanded torque (per unit
moment of inertia) y, within the torque authority range of
+y,,» both with units of angular acceleration, / s?. Both x
and ¢ actuation contribute individually to the stiffness
along both the x and ¢ d.of. The constant stiffness
algorithm allows a fixed and calculable (negative) elastic
coupling in the control dynamics and eliminates a first-
order cross- coupling between ¢ torques and x acceleration
for an off-center TM.
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FIG. 2. Circuit block diagram featuring sensing and actuation
elements for two opposing electrodes (a single sensing channel).
Red and blue curves indicate current paths for, respectively
100 kHz sensing and audio/DC actuation.

Voltage waveforms are applied with opposite phase
[£V,, on electrodes 1 and 2, for instance, see Eq. (2)],
to eliminate any induced TM potential, at least for a
centered TM. Orthogonal waveforms (cos/sin) and different
frequencies (3= = 60 Hz and % = 270 Hz) avoid cross-
talk between the different actuation degrees of freedom.

B. Actuation circuit implementation

The actuation circuit implementation is sketched as
part of the sensing/actuation “front-end electronics” in
Fig. 2. Sensing and actuation operate simultaneously
with the same electrodes, with currents sharing the
primary windings of the sensing differential trans-
former [14]. Capacitive sensing uses a “contact free”
injection of a 100 kHz bias on the TM, with the difference
of current flowing through opposing pairs of electrodes
measured by a resonant differential transformer bridge
followed by transimpedance amplifier and homodyne
detection scheme to give six gap-sensing displacement
readouts.

Audio frequency actuation voltages are applied to the
electrodes through the primary windings, with two passive

TABLE L.

RC stages (with C4) used to limit interference with the
100 kHz position readout. Digital “target” actuation volt-
ages are generated in a field programmable gate array
(FPGA), where audio waveforms are synthesized from
commanded peak amplitudes and then summed with the
DC voltages, with DC and audio amplitudes updated at the
10 Hz experimental sampling rate, sufficient for the force
controller loops. The actuation outputs are stabilized by a
%~ — A loop using a DAC, integrator, 96 kHz ADC, and
digital PID controller, effectively tying the actuation wave-
form generator stability to that of the ADC voltage
reference, which is the same for groups of four actuation
channel circuits located on a single board, such as for the
four electrodes used for sensing and actuating x and ¢
electrodes, as illustrated in Fig. 1.

Based on the DC force balancing requirements [4], the
LPF actuation system was designed for an x actuation
authority of g, = 1.15 nm/s? (2.2 nN) for TM2—with no
TMI1 x actuation—and ¢ authority y, ~ 15 nrad/s”
(10.4 pNm) for both TM. These are given also in Table I
as the “nominal” configuration, used at the start of the
mission and in the second actuation noise trial described in
Sec. III. Given the LPF GRS X electrodes, with surface area
530 mm? and gap d, = 4 mm, this corresponds [Egs. (3)
and (Al4)] to Viyax, #4.5V and VMAX(/, ~ 2.9 V (peak
amplitudes), with associated x-axis electrostatic stiffness
contributions of approximately —660 x 10™°/s> and
—270 x 1072 /s%. The maximum possible total instantaneous
voltage, 7.4V, fits comfortably into a roughly 10 V envelope
allowed by the actuation electronic science mode AC voltage
range. The actuation circuitry also allowed for several volt
DC voltages applied to any sensing / actuation electrode, for
compensating stray DC voltages, measuring TM charge, and
biasing the UV discharge [16,23].

The actuation nominal bit resolution was 153 pV, yield-
ing an effective force quantization of order 100 fm/s> with
this nominal force authority (1.15 nm/s?). To smooth the
resulting “force bit” steps in the commanded force, a
software ¥ — A loop in the TM2 dynamic control loop
was implemented in the on-board computer, which dithers
the commanded voltage between adjacent voltage levels,
reducing the effective bit size by a factor 30 on 100 s time
scales.

Summary of actuation gain noise experiments for four different configurations, including measurement

duration and average commanded force and force authorities—for instance g;. and g;,—and analogously for torque

(e.g. 74, and yg, ) [24].

1c J10 Yo iom 92c 920 Yoo Yo
Experiment Name Time hours pm/s? prad/s? pm/s? prad/s?
1 UURLA 61 0 —980 2170 -3 26 130 1450
2 Nominal 46 0 -960 15040 -3 1140 150 15040
3 Big 46 0 2590  —-860 15040 -3 2590 90 15040
4 Big off 46 2060 2590 —820 15040 2060 2590 140 15040
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C. Actuation use, functionality, and performance
in LISA Pathfinder

Due to the superior gravitational balancing actually
achieved in the as-flown LPF, the actual needed force
and torque actuation levels were considerably below the
“nominal” levels, most notably between —25 pm/s® to
+12 pm/s? in the TM2 x force (except during the actuation
noise campaign described in the next section). This allowed
lowering the force authority in x to gy~ 26 pm/s?
(Vmax, # 0.7 V). The ¢ controller authorities were also
lowered as allowed by the smaller levels of torque
needed, with the typical TM1 and TM2 authorities of
roughly 2.2 nrad/s* and 1.5 nrad/s* (Vyax, #0.9 and

0.7 V). The resulting total electrostatic x-axis stiffness
from actuation was roughly —40 x 107 /s? for both TM.
This configuration, known as UURLA and described on
line 1 of Table I, was used for the main noise measure-
ments in LPF [1,18].

Periodically, and upon change in the actuation author-
ities, the x, actuation calibration factor (4) and the stiffness
coefficients (w3 and Aw?) were calibrated with a “system
identification” experiment in which the control set points
for the x positions of the two TM were commanded
to oscillate sinusoidally over a range of frequencies
from 1 mHz to 50 mHz and with typical amplitudes up
to 10 nm [17]. Parameters A, @3, and Aw? are then extracted
by fitting the time series of g,., X;, and Ax to the model in
Eq. (1). The gain factor A has been found to be stable over
the year of data analyzed, at a level approaching 0.01% and
with a mean value within 1% of that calculated from the
voltage source design and the electrostatic force model. The
measured dependence of the stiffness on force and torque
authorities g, and 7,9, independent of the applied forces
and torques, verifies the “constant stiffness” algorithm and
corresponds with the electrostatic model to within roughly
5% [17,25]. The LPF in-flight dynamical calibration of Ag,
including the actuator calibration and stiffness, has been
addressed in detail in a dedicated paper [17].

An additional “calibration tone” experiment has been
performed (Fig. 3) in which a sinusoidally oscillating
force at 7 mHz was superimposed on the controller force
command in g,., with amplitude of 20 fN and then 100 fN.
The presence of the ‘“out-of-loop” force should not be
visible in an accurately calculated time series of Ag,
including accurate and stable calibration factor 4 [see
Eq. (1)]; the commanded oscillation in the force g,
produces a corresponding oscillating differential acceler-
ation AX that cancels in Ag, which thus includes only the
external, “out of loop” residual forces on the TM. This is in
fact observed, with the resulting trace of Ag found to be
compatible with the background statistical noise and
residuals at the modulation frequency below the fm/s”
level—and less than 1%—in every cycle, demonstrating the
fm/s> accuracy of the differential accelerometer with

14 |
& -1.45
n
~
g
=
st
-1.55 * * *
8000 9000 10000
Time (s)

FIG. 3. Time series of applied force g,. and resulting differ-
ential acceleration Ag during the “calibration tone” experiment
described in the text.

actuation. We note that obtaining this accurate calibration
and linearity was not automatic and required a correction
to a subtle but deterministic roundoff error in the
actuation DAC circuitry. This correction is not addressed
here but was critical in reaching the best performances
obtained in LPF [18] and is addressed in detail in a
dedicated paper [26].

A final aspect of the actuation performance is force
crosstalk between the various electrostatically-actuated
degrees of freedom. The constant stiffness and symmetric
waveform design presented here aims to minimize
“leakage” of applied forces into other degrees of freedom,
but residual actuation crosstalk [27,28] remains, due to
geometric imperfections and, most importantly for the
critical ¢ torque to x force, differences in the voltage gains
between the four X electrodes. A measured residual
coupling of spacecraft rotational acceleration—estimated
by the applied electrostatic torques, y,.. ~ v,y —Wwith a

cross-coupling coefficient of typically f,, = 2—9

[17,18]. This could be attributed to a gain imbalance, of
order 0.5%, between the different electrode actuation
circuits, though such an effect would be essentially indis-
tinguishable from other Euler-force effects in the LPF data.
This gives a rough level for actuation crosstalk effects,
possibly relevant also in LISA.

~ 150 pm

III. ACTUATION GAIN FLUCTUATIONS: NOISE
MODEL, EXPERIMENT DESIGN, AND RESULT

A. Actuation gain noise model

In the LPF noise model, the most critical actuation
force noise arises in in-band gain or multiplicative
amplitude fluctuations [3]; even in the event of constant
commanded force—and thus commanded voltage ampli-
tudes V, and V,,, Eq. (3)—fluctuations in the true carrier
amplitude at the electrode result in a fluctuating force.
With F « V2, the force fluctuations caused by an actuator
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electrode can be described in terms of the relative voltage

fluctuation, or gain fluctuation, a = 57‘/,
oV
6F = 2F = = 2Fa. (5)

If a(t) is the same for all four circuits responsible for
the TM2 x force, as expected for fluctuations in their
common DC voltage reference, the resulting noise in the
Ag measurement depends only on the actuator stability
and on the commanded net force,

1/2
S Ag(ACT

|~ 2lgelst. (6)
This was used to set requirements on the LPF self-gravity
differential force, Agpc < 1.3 nm/s?, and the actuation
gain noise, Sy'> <2 x 1076/Hz!/2 at 1 mHz [14,29].

Uncorrelated amplitude fluctuations between the differ-
ent electrodes complicate this picture, as understood later in
LPF development [3]; Eq. (5) is valid on an electrode-by-
electrode basis such that the force noise depends not only on
the net applied force on TM2 g,. but also on the individual
electrode voltage levels, and thus also on the authority g, and
the applied torque and torque authorities, y,. and yy, for
both TM. For instance, uncorrelated fluctuations in the
amplitudes of the carrier voltages +V', applied to electro-
des 1 and 3 to create a positive ¢ torque, will give rise to
asymmetric x-force fluctuations that do not cancel and
which thus contribute to the noise in Ag.

Considering the eight relevant actuator gains and any
possible correlations between them, in general there would
be 36 relevant cross-spectrum terms at each frequency.
Considering an experimental campaign with limited dura-
tion and number of experimental configurations, we pro-
pose here a minimal model, including only terms with
known physical origin to describe, and then fit, the
acceleration noise spectrum. This possible, but not unique,
parametrization of the multiplicative gain fluctuations for
electrode j of TM i with commanded voltage V;;. is

Vi(t) = Vije(O[1 + a(t) + a; (1) + a;;(2)] + v5(1),  (7)

where we include:

(1) a, a gain fluctuation common to all eight X electro-
des for the two TM, such as a systematic dependence
on the GRS FEE box temperature (our experiments
however will not be sensitive to this term);

(i1) a;, to become «; and a,, which is a “TM correlated”
gain fluctuation, corresponding to fluctuations in the
single voltage reference voltage common to the four
circuits used for x/¢ actuation on a single TM;

(iii) @;;, independent gain fluctuations for electrode j of
TM i, uncorrelated between the eight electrodes.

The role of additive noise v;; mixing with the carrier
voltages is discussed separately, in the next subsection.

In this model the resulting noise in Ag is a sum of
contributions from 11 independent noise generators,

AgAT (1) = aa(t) + Z%‘%’(f) + Zaijaij(t) (8)

i=12

with coefficients

a=2(gac — g1c) = 2(Ag),

ay = _291‘:’
a) = 29207
1 _
a = 5 (gzc + g0 + R:/:%ﬁzc + R:/:y‘ﬁzo)’ (9)

where we take as an example of the independent electrode
gain noise terms a,; for electrode 1 of TM2, which is
used to apply positive x forces and ¢ torques. Here

R; = éa"c—a ~ 32 mm is an effective armlength converting
op

angular into linear acceleration (I is the TM moment of
inertia). See Appendix B for a more detailed discussion of
this model.

If we consider these 11 noise generators mutually uncor-
related, the resulting noise power spectral density (PSD) is

SQST - ASa + ZAiSa[ + ZAijSaf.f (10)
i=12 ij

with coefficients

1
Ay =aj = 1 (G2e + G20 + R 79, + RZ}’@U)Z’ (11)
where A,; is given as an example of the eight relevant
uncorrelated gain noise A;; coefficients. Here the numbers
offset in block parentheses at right for the board terms A,
and A, refer to the typical operating conditions of LPF,
where the differential DC acceleration AgP€ is balanced by
forcing only TM2, with g;. = 0 and gy, & —Ag”C.!
Board-correlated gain fluctuations, for instance S,, for
TM2 arising from a fluctuating reference voltage, indeed
couple to the net applied forces to give force noise, as
suggested by Eq. (6). Additionally, however, uncorrelated
gain fluctuations for individual electrodes, S,,[/_, introduce
noise in Ag related to commanded force and force authority
(i.e. {g2e» g0 }) as well as commanded ¢ torques and torque

"This “typical” condition is not required, as both TM can have
a “common mode” applied force, as in the fourth and final
actuation gain noise test (see Table I).
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authorities ({7, . 74,0+ ¥4y Yo })- It is thus important to
limit also the residual DC torques, gravitational or other-
wise, and to reduce the force and torque authorities to the
minimum levels that still allow compensation of the DC
forces with sufficient margin for the system dynamics.

We stress that, while physically motivated, this para-
metrization in terms of 11 independent, uncorrelated “noise
generators” is not the only possible model; it is a useful
construct for quantifying actuation force noise in LPF and
LISA, insofar that it is compatible with the data, which will
be discussed shortly. Any model with actuator gain noise
will however have force noise with a PSD increasing
quadratically with the forces and torques applied by the
single electrodes [Eq. (5)].

B. Model for mixing of additive actuation noise
with actuation carriers

Additive voltage noise near the actuation frequencies
mixes with the carrier voltages to “down-convert” into
low-frequency force noise. The relevant “cross-terms” in
the squared actuation voltage have the form, for electrode 1
of a TM as an example,

ACx*

8g(t)

M‘ 1([)[le Sina)xt—!— V1¢ Sina)¢t]. (12)

Summing over the four X electrodes for that TM and
considering the conversion of commanded force/torque
into actuation voltage amplitude, the down-converted in-
band TM acceleration noise will be

2|a
9 M

S [ (wx)g() + S1i,, (a)(/))R;;;y(/)O] (13)
In contrast with the mHz gain noise, the broadband noise is
rather easy to model with circuit design and component
data. In the experiment analysis and noise projections that
follow, we calculate and insert this acceleration noise
contribution, assuming S5/ (w,) zS%z(a)qg) ~2uV/Hz!/2,
based on ground measurements.

The additive audio frequency noise thus gives a white
noise, at least in the relevant mHz band, with noise power
proportional to the applied force and torque authorities g
and y, , while the gain noise terms scale quadratically with
the forces, as g3 and y{Z/)O. Gain noise dominates over this

additive voltage noise for Ag at mHz and sub-mHz
frequencies in typical LPF science (UURLA) conditions,
even more so in the actuation noise test, presented next,
with larger force levels.

C. Actuation noise measurement campaign

Quantifying the actuation gain fluctuations, at least for
the x/¢ actuators that can give x-force noise, is important
for the LPF Ag noise budget and for a parametric projection

to LISA. We did this in LPF by observing the increase in
the differential acceleration noise in a series of tests with
increasing forces and torques. The changes in the applied
forces and torques are constrained by the need to maintain
the same quasistatic torques, to keep each TM aligned to
the spacecraft, and the same differential applied forces, to
hold the TM separation fixed.

In addition to the differential x acceleration Ag, our
analysis of the tests considers also the measured differential
angular acceleration, Ay, which is sensitive to the same
8X electrode actuators and thus to the same gain fluctua-
tions a, a;, and a;;. This is defined as

Ayy = — 1 =71y, + 74, T 0)%,52452 - wélrﬁl. (14)
The noise in Ay, from actuation gain fluctuations is
modeled analogously to that in Ag [Eqgs. (10) and (11)],

AyACT(1) = bal(t) + Zb (1) + Zbijaij(t) (15)
ij

with coefficients b, b; and b;; coupling gain noise into
angular acceleration. For instance b =2Ayj)¢ and
by =2y, while for the independent fluctuations in
the gain of, for instance, electrode 1 of TM2, we find
by = R;azl (see Appendix B for a complete description of

the actuation noise model and analysis techniques).

This allows analysis of the differential acceleration noise
Say ’ with coefficients B, B;, and B;; in direct analogy
with the translational differential acceleration noise coef-
ficients A of Eq. (11). Additionally, it allows an analysis
of the cross-spectrum Sp A, ” representing the correlation

between the fluctuations of differential translational and
rotational accelerations. For instance a gain fluctuation «;;
or ay, on an electrode 1 or 4 in Fig. 1—the “bottom”
electrodes in this view—will produce correlated fluctua-
tions in Ag and Ay, with the same sign. Thus Sy, Ay > 0,

while a gain fluctuation on the “top” electrodes 2 or 3 will
produce anticorrelated fluctuations and thus a negative
cross-spectrum. Including Sa,a,, in our analysis thus

further helps distinguish between the electrodes creating
force noise.

Noise measurements were performed in four different
actuation configurations over 10 days during May 2016.
The net forces/torques and authorities are shown in Table I,
and the corresponding electrode-by-electrode force vectors
are shown in Fig. 4 along with the A and B sensitivity
coefficients. The first experiment (UURLA) employs the
typical LPF science configuration used in the published
differential acceleration noise data [1,18], with minimum
authorities. Configurations 2 and 3 increase the force and
torque authorities (g, and yg), first to the “nominal” level
(Exp. 2), and then (Exp. 3) a further increase in the force
authority to 2.6 nm/s> on each TM (“big” configuration).
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FIG. 4. At left, illustration of the applied force vectors for every electrode in the four tested actuation configurations, including force
and torque contributions in, respectively, blue and red. At right are plotted the force and torque sensitivity coefficients for correlated
(A; and By, black) and uncorrelated actuation gain noise (4;; and B;;), with +X (electrodes 1 and 2 in Fig. 1) and —X (electrodes 3 and 4)
actuators shown in dark yellow and in green. The coefficients are calculated using the averaged commanded forces and torques and

force/torque authorities, as described in the text.

These increased authority experiments essentially
leave the net applied forces and torques (g;. and y,..)
unchanged but increase the forces on the single electro-
des, increasing sensitivity to uncorrelated gain fluctua-
tions (coefficients A;; and B;;). Experiment 4 adds an
applied “out-of-loop” offset force (~2.1 nm/s?) to TM1
to produce, in closed loop, a common mode force on both
TM (and thus also a net spacecraft acceleration). This
final experiment increases sensitivity both to the +X
actuators and to the board-correlated fluctuations for each
TM (A)); the degeneracy between these two effects in Ag
is broken by observing the differential angular acceler-
ation noise, as the applied net DC torques—and thus the
sensitivity to board-correlated fluctuations through B,—
are unchanged. With more experimental time available,
further measurements could have employed large neg-
ative forces or other configurations to help isolate
individual noise contributors.

The dataset can be thought of as a two-channel (x and ¢)
acceleration noise test of three “enhanced-actuation”
configurations producing noise above a background level
measured in the first UURLA configuration. The experi-
ments performed are sensitive to all of the 11 actuation
gain noise generators in the proposed model; some combi-
nations of these noise PSD are clearly resolved, while
others are found to be compatible with zero to within upper
limits that place significant experimental bounds on the
circuitry gain noise.

The measured acceleration noise levels in Ag and Ay,
are shown in Fig. 5. The solid curves are standard Welch
periodograms, with 50% overlapping 110,000 s Blackman-
Harris window, while the discrete data points, with error
bars, are calculated with a variable window length adapted
to the frequency, as in Ref. [18]. For the three “enhanced
actuation” experiments, two 110,000 s windows are
used for the minimum frequency point at 36.4 pHz, nine
33,000 s windows at 121.2 pHz, and 76 4300 s windows
for the point at 0.93 mHz.

The visible progressive increase in the acceleration noise
over the four experiments merits comment before discus-
sing a fit to the actuation noise model:

(1) The noise increase with force authority (gy, 7o),
clearly resolved from Experiment 1 UURLA (dark
blue) to the nominal (Experiment 2, light blue) and
“big” (Experiment 3, orange) tests, quantifies the
key role of uncorrelated gain fluctuations. A gain
fluctuation correlated across all four TM1 or TM2
actuators (a; or a,) would not increase force or
torque noise in these tests where the net applied
forces and torques are essentially left unchanged.
The measured acceleration noise in the Experiment 2
“nominal” configuration would have set the LPF
acceleration noise floor had the gravitational balance
not allowed lowering the force authorities. At
0.1 mHz, reducing the authorities to the UURLA
configuration improves the overall acceleration

(i)

102009-9



M. ARMANO et al.

PHYS. REV. D 109, 102009 (2024)

“12 | i bigtoffset
10 ¥ Dbig
$ nominal
ry ¢ UURLA
— ¥ / % X TUURLA: actuation
§ 10713 \/ %
N
=
~
N(/J
~
E 10714
RS
£
10715 L
Frequency [Hz]
FIG. 5.

1074 1073
Frequency [Hz]

Experimental data for noise PSD for Ag and Ay, in the four different actuation configurations measured, including a fit to the

actuation noise model (described in the text and in Appendix B), performed both for a “smooth” model of the noise frequency
dependence (colored bands) and on a frequency by frequency analysis (individual points with error bars). Both plots contain (dark gray)
the model prediction for the actuation gain noise contribution in the UURLA low-force authority configuration used in the published

benchmark plots for LPF acceleration noise [1,18].

noise floor by roughly a factor 50 in noise power,
a substantial decrease allowing a much more strin-
gent experimental anchor to the LISA low-frequency
mission requirements [2].

(iii) The modest increase in both Ag and Ay, upon
application of a large offset force, from Experiment
3 (orange) to Experiment 4 (red), confirms the
domination of uncorrelated gain fluctuations over
the board-correlated gain fluctuations. A large cor-
related noise contribution (a; or @,) would have
produced a more sizable increase in S, , without any
effect on Sy, "

A fit of the acceleration noise dataset to the actuation
noise model described by Eq. (10) [more generally by
Eq. (B2) in Appendix B] is also shown in Fig. 5, with the fit
analysis first performed separately at each frequency
(discrete points) and then to a phenomenological analytical
frequency dependence model (smooth bands). The fit,
performed using a Bayesian Markov chain Monte Carlo
(MCMC) approach, uses all the actuation terms in Eq. (B2),
plus background acceleration noise that is independent of
the applied actuation forces and torques. This background
acceleration noise includes also the first actuation term
for completely correlated noise S, [Eq. (10)], as the
coupling to acceleration noise—via AgP¢ in translation
and Ayg € for rotational—is virtually unchanged across the

four experiments.

Not all of the ten actuation noise generators are resolved
in this analysis, and a fit to a reduced set of parameters
would be sufficient to describe measured noise in the four
experiments; nonetheless, we include all these terms in the

fit in order to predict the actuation noise in other LPF
configurations with arbitrary applied force and torque
values. Additionally, while we do not resolve the noise
in every individual noise generator, we do put relevant
experimental upper limits on all noise generators; no single
noise generator can create more noise than the total noise
observed in the experimental data for Ag and Ay,, and
this constrains the upper limit on the PSD of each single
noise generator.

The MCMC fitting technique considers a likelihood
with the proper statistics for Welch periodogram
estimates of PSD and cross-PSD (CPSD) for Gaussian
noise processes [30,31] and is described in detail in
Appendix B, along with assumed priors on parameters
and typical observed posterior distributions. We note here
that the fit is parametrized in terms of averaged levels of
board-correlated gain noise (S,.) and uncorrelated indi-
vidual electrode gain noise (S,,.), with secondary param-
eters (u;) describing the division of noise into the specific
TM or specific electrodes. We employ an uninformative
prior [32] for the parameters S, . and §,., with a
distribution that is uniform in logarithmic space, so as
not to constrain the order of magnitude of the gain noises.
In the case of the board-correlated noise S,., which is
poorly resolved in our data, it was necessary to add a
lower limit cutoff to the prior distribution, physically
motivated but conservative (see Appendix B) to ensure
convergence of the Markov chain.

In Fig. 5 we also show, as black points, the projection
of the actuation-only—without the background accelera-
tion noise—contributions to acceleration noise in the
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low-authority UURLA configuration. While in the three
“increased actuation experiments” the measured acceler-
ation noise is almost entirely due to actuation gain
fluctuations, in the UURLA configuration actuation gain
noise explains a significant, but not dominant, fraction of
the measured noise in Ag across the relevant sub-mHz
bandwidth. This important conclusion applies here and
to the longer duration “benchmark” differential accelera-
tion noise tests that are the published legacy of LISA
Pathfinder [1,18]. In rotational acceleration, however, the
actuation gain contribution would appear to explain all the
measured noise in Ay, at the very lowest frequencies,
below 100 pHz.

The uncorrelated actuation gain noise, averaged over
the eight individual electrode actuators, is resolved at all
frequencies studied. While we do not resolve every
individual electrode gain noise level, the four different
experimental configurations and two “measurement chan-
nels” (Ag and Ay,) do allow resolution of different
combinations of the uncorrelated noise in these actuators.
For instance we resolve the contributions of the groups of
actuators used to apply +x and —x forces,

1
S"UC+ = Z (Sall + Salz + S“zl + Sazz)’
1
SaUC— = Z <Sal3 + SGM + Sa23 + 5024)' (16)
Uncorrelated fluct. So,., and Sq,
R
i s
¥ Sé{%A ground meas.
102 L A S}y{é, ground meas. | |
3 by
g &
: J J :
o 101} s A
f i )
10°

104 10°°
Frequency [Hz]

Distributions for S, . and S, . are evaluated by simple
summing of the MCMC chains for the individual noise
parameters. The central (median) and £ values for S, ..
and S, ., along with the underlying distributions, are
shown in Fig. 6. In the left panel, the noise in the +X
actuators is clearly resolved, with +¢ intervals of roughly
[40,55] ppm/Hz!/? at 121 pHz and [6.7,7.9] ppm/Hz!/?
at 0.94 mHz. The noise in the negative actuators is smaller
and more weakly resolved, with ¢ intervals of roughly
[10,30] ppm/Hz!/? and [2,4.5] ppm/Hz'/? at the same
two frequencies. The —X actuator noise result is thus
weakly detected, at roughly the 2¢ level in noise power,
with the upper limit having more relevance to our con-
clusions. The experiment is slightly more sensitive to the
noise in the +X actuators, due to the large positive forces in
the “big + offset” test; nonetheless the chance statistical
difference between the groups of (nominally identical) +X
and —X actuators is significant and resolved across a large
frequency range.

We note that these results are consistent with estimates
from ground-measurement campaigns with the same exact
actuation circuits performed years before launch. The
results of those tests, which used a lock-in amplifier to
measure the differential gain noise between the same
electrode on the two TM—for instance (a,; — a;)—are
added as additional “ground measurement” points near
0.2 mHz and 1 mHz in Fig. 6. The results are compatible,

Correlated fluct. Sy,
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FIG. 6. Actuation gain noise results, for the uncorrelated single electrode noise in the +X and —X actuators at left and, at right, for the
(largely unresolved) board-correlated actuation gain noise, with posterior distributions for discrete frequencies shown as shaded regions.
The upper limits of all data points represent robust experimental constraints, while dashed error bars represent points for which the lower
limit is largely determined by the prior assumptions. Results for a smooth, analytic frequency-dependent model fit are also shown as
solid lines, with dashed lines defining the o confidence intervals. Also shown are the results, at 0.2 mHz and 1 mHz, from a preflight

ground measurement campaign with the same flight electronics.
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with the specific sample of the four +X actuators observed
to be systematically noisier than the —X circuits.

The measurement campaign is also sensitive to corre-
lated gain fluctuations, S, and S, , among the two sets
of four actuators used for each TM, in particular in
the “big + offset” experiment with a large +x force
(=2 nm/s?) on both TM. However, the experimental level
of correlated gain noise was low enough that the averaged
board-correlated gain noise, defined as

See =

C

(Sa, + Say)- (17)

N =

is essentially compatible with zero, for all but the lowest
frequency analyzed, with lower limits that are strongly
dependent on the prior distribution assumptions. Such points
are indicated with dashed error bars in plot in the right panel
in Fig. 6, while the criteria for distinguishing such points is
discussed in Appendix B. The measurements do allow
however robust experimental upper limits in the posterior
distribution of S, . These upper limits are virtually inde-
pendent of the prior assumptions and are experimentally
constraining, at a level of roughly 50 ppm/Hz!/? and
6 ppm/Hz!'/? at, respectively, 121 pHz and 0.94 mHz.
Inclusion of the board-correlated terms (A4;, B;, and C;)
has little or no impact on the overall fit, and we would
recover the same values for the uncorrelated noise to within
lo in a simplified fit without the board-correlated terms.
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However, we know the board-correlated noise is present, at
least through the voltage reference noise, and thus we keep
these terms in our fit in order to place upper limits on this
potentially important noise contribution.

We note also that our “nondetection” of the board-
correlated gain noise is consistent with data sheet estimates
for the voltage reference used in the actuation circuitry [33],
for which a very rough extrapolation of the f~! noise
measured around 10 Hz would give several ppm/Hz!/? in
our sub-mHz band. Additionally, no correlation of noise
with platform-level thermometers is observed, and none is
expected; considering data sheet values for worst-case
voltage reference temperature coefficients (roughly
5 ppm/K) with typical platform-level temperature fluctua-
tions [34], including those measured at the FEE, at 0.1 mHz
at or below 0.1 K/Hz!/2, temperature-driven voltage refer-
ence noise would be below the ppm/Hz!/? level (and thus
not relevant at our measurement levels). In any case,
our measurements indicate that board-correlated common
mode gain noise is a small contributor to the LPF accel-
eration noise data, where applied forces were consistently
below 20 pm/s2.

An additional “raw” data curve for our actuation gain
noise measurement campaign is that of the cross-spectrum
between fluctuations in Ag and Ay,, which allows us to
resolve a different combination of the uncorrelated elec-
trode gain noises. This is shown for the four experiments at
the left in Fig. 7, with solid curves representing the raw

SIIUCQS — SAgA% <0

Sayes; ground meas. |
SO‘UCM — SAHA’YQ‘ >0
Sapen, ground meas.

H> FoH i e

i 1

104 1073

Frequency [Hz|

FIG. 7. At left, solid lines are raw cross spectra between Ag and Ay, expressed as the effective armlength ry as defined in the text.
Also shown, as discrete points with error bars, are the fit-model estimates of the effective arm (for UURLA, where actuation noise is
subdominant, we also show the armlength extracted for the actuation contribution, in gray). At the right are the values of uncorrelated
gain noise in the “top” electrodes 2/3 and in the “bottom” electrodes 1/4, along with estimates from on-ground electronics tests (darker

points at 0.2 mHz and 1 mHz). We note that S, ... > S,

is consistent with positive armlength, r.
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periodogram cross-spectral estimates, expressed here in
terms of an effective armlength defined as

, :_LSAg.Ayd, N_fSAg,Ayd,
?T M Sy, 6 Sy

(18)

where s =46 mm is the TM sidelength. The sign con-
vention is chosen such that a positive armlength corre-
sponds to a predominance of force noise acting on the X
faces of the TM with a force center displaced positively
along the y axis. For instance, if all the relevant force noise
were coming from actuation gain fluctuations originating in
“top” electrode 2 or 3 of either TM, the translational and

rotational force noise would have perfect negative corre-
ack

lation, with a resulting armlength r(pz:é:z 11 mm,
o
half the on-center separation between adjacent electrodes
on the sensor X face. If instead a “bottom” electrode 1 or 4
dominated we would find Ty & —11 mm, while for force
noise spread equally between different X electrodes ry
would tend to zero. Including the cross-spectrum data into
the global fit helps break degeneracy between gain noise
from electrodes 1/4 and from electrodes 2/3.

On the same graphs, at discrete frequencies we show
the armlength extracted from the fit parameters. This is
dominated by actuation, except for the low force UURLA
test (where we also show both the fit-model actuation-only
armlength, in gray).

We note, in both the raw armlength data and in the fit
model prediction, a tendency towards positive armlengths
of several mm, across the sub-mHz frequency band. With
our applied forces, the typically positive values of r,
indicate that electrodes 2/3 are slightly but consistently
noisier than electrodes 1/4. This is reflected in the
extracted values for the “top-bottom” groupings of the
uncorrelated gain noise for the (four) electrodes 1/4 and
the group of four electrodes 2/3,

S

auycl4 (Sall + Sam + Sazl + Sa24)’

S

L e S

(Sqy, + Says + Sayy + Says)s (19)

auyc23 axn

As with the statistical difference between the +X and —X
electrodes, these results are consistent with the ground
measurement campaign results measured years before,
which also detected higher noise in the 2/3 electrode pairs
relative to electrodes 1/4 (see discrete ground measurement
points in Fig. 7).

Finally, given the observed smooth frequency depend-
ence of the model fit—in the total acceleration noise
shown in Fig. 5 but also that of the fit parameters for
the different actuation gain noises, S,. and S, . and the
groups S, . /Sq,. (Fig. 6) and S, ../S, (Fig. 7)—we

auc23

also perform a fit with an analytical model of the frequency
dependence of the actuation noise PSD, with f~!
and m terms. These are shown as colored bands in
Figs. 5 and 6. This analytical frequency-dependence does
not represent a physically unique model but is chosen
empirically based on the results emerging from the analysis
performed at discrete frequencies, in order to allow a simple
projection to other experiments at arbitrary intermediate
frequencies.

The f;,;5 term is included to describe the observed
flattening of the PSD at low frequencies, with an extracted
roll-off frequency of 55+ 15 pHz. While this observed
noise saturation is only slightly incompatible with a simple
f72, it does indicate that there is no dramatic noise increase
just below the 100 pHz band. It is also worth noting that the
smooth model represents a fit with many degrees of
freedom; with the 110,000 s windows used in the fit, we
have roughly 600 data points—four experiments with three
spectrums Sag, Say,» and Say s, and roughly 50 frequency
bins—and many fewer fit parameters, 26 in all. This offers
some chance for a posterior predictive goodness-of-fit
test [35], performed by using the model noise parameters
to predict the distribution of the Welch periodogram
spectral estimates in a relatively short—in this case 2 or
3 110,000 s window—measurements. For each of the four
experiments, assuming stationary Gaussian noise and an
accurate model, we would expect to find 68.3% of the
periodograms values in the +o interval of our model. For
the four experimental runs, we find 59%, 67%, 75% and
70% of the points falling in the o interval for, respec-
tively, “UURLA,” “nominal,” “big” and “big + offset.”
While we do not associate the frequency-dependent fit
with a rigorous physically motivated model, this goodness-
of-fit indicator, in addition to the observed smoothness of
the extracted noise parameters, shows consistency between
the experimental data and the parametric actuation noise
model considering Gaussian, stationary noise.

IV. IN-BAND VOLTAGE FLUCTUATIONS:
NOISE MODEL AND EXPERIMENTAL
RESULTS WITH CHARGED T™™

In-band additive noise in the actuation voltages,
described as v;(t) for electrode j in Eq. (7), couple to
the mean TM potential, Vpy, related mostly to the
accumulated TM charge—see line 2 of Eqgs. (A4) and
(A17) of Appendix A—and to the residual DC biases on
the electrodes [line 3 in Eq. (A4)]. The TM charge, through
the mean TM potential V1, is coupled to the average stray
field, described by the translational potential difference A,
by (see Appendix A or Ref. [21])

oCy

F==Vm ox

A, (20)
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with a similar expression for the angular acceleration in
terms of the rotational potential imbalance, A, that couples
to TM charge.

These effective differential potentials that couple to TM
charge are normalized to a single X electrode capacitance,
such that an additive offset in the actuation output voltage
vj, applied homogeneously across each X electrode,
contributes in simple fashion to A, and A,

AACT =V +U2—’U3—’U4,

AACT = V| — Uy + U3 — Vg4, (21)

for a given TM, with electrode numbering again as in
Fig. 1. While noise in A, and A, includes possible
contributions from intrinsic patch-field potentials on the
gold TM and electrode housing surfaces, we can interpret
the measured noise levels as an upper limit of the
contribution from the actuation voltages (and will comment
on this hypothesis shortly).

Limiting acceleration noise from this interaction was
achieved in LPF by intermittently discharging the TM, with
UV illumination [16], at intervals of 1-3 weeks. With
typical environmental charging approximately +25
elementary charges per second [36], the TM potential
drifted away from neutral by as much as Vpy = 100 mV
[36], with a residual sensitivity to noise in A, via Eq. (20).
The DC value of A, was measured via the change in force
on the TM with a step change in TM charge [23] and then
nulled by application of DC actuation voltages, thus
minimizing the force noise arising from TM charge
fluctuations. These were measured to be Poissonian with
an effective single-charge event rate of roughly 1200/s [23]
(the net charge rate of +25/s reflects a slight imbalance
between a larger number of events changing the TM charge
in both positive and negative directions). The residual
interaction of the noisy actuation voltages v; with the local
stray DC biases can not in general be cancelled and
remained a potentially relevant force noise source.

A dedicated experiment with a highly charged TM
allowed quantification of the noise in A, and A, and thus
to the stray “in-band” noise in the actuation voltages, v;. A
preliminary analysis of these tests was presented in
Ref. [23]. Two new elements merit revisiting this experi-
ment in the analysis presented here:

(i) We calculate and subtract the effect of a determin-
istic roundoff error in the average actuation voltage
due to inaccuracies in the audio frequency actuation
waveforms. This error, closely tied to the actuation
force inaccuracy described in Ref. [26], introduces a
noisy voltage offset varying with the commanded
control forces (x) and torques (¢). We subtract the
calculated contribution to the TM acceleration to
quantify the underlying stochastic voltage noise,

which is thus slightly but significantly below that
originally estimated in Ref. [23].

(i) We have added analysis of the measured differential
TM angular acceleration, Ay,, in addition to Ag.
This allows measurement of a second combination
of electrode actuation voltage noise and allows
assessment of correlations in the voltage noise
between different channels.

The measurements were performed from May 1—May 4
in 2016, first with the two TM nearly neutral—Vpy; of
—16 mV and —24 mV for, respectively, TM1 and 2—and
then with the TM charged, to roughly —1.066 V and
—1.058 V. The analyzed periods for the two experiments
have durations of 39 hours and 59 hours, respectively.
The measured acceleration noise levels are shown in
Fig. 8. A clear increase in the acceleration noise is
measured in both Ag and Ay,, which we can attribute
to noise in the relevant stray voltage fields A, and A, in
the two TM.

The increase in TM acceleration noise can be translated
into an effective voltage noise, considering the differential
TM accelerations Ag and Ay, following the single TM
treatment above [Eq. (20)]:

oC
0Ag = M 6xX [VTM25Ax2 - VTM15Ax1]
6CX
N — VimoA ,
M Ox ™ ( x)
oC
SAy,~ ——’ > ¢X VimoA(Ay), (22)

with the approximation Vy; & Vive = Vo valid in these
experiments with the two TM each charged to roughly 1 V.
Here, Ag is sensitive to the difference in the relevant
coupling potential A(A,) = A, — A, and similar for the
rotational acceleration Ay, in terms of the differential
rotational coupling potential, A(A). This results in accel-
eration noise given by

Vv AN
SAg - SlngD + <7M SA( A,)>

VTM& :
a
+< ; / ) Saga,)- (23)

We perform independent analyses of Ag and Ay, to obtain
Sa(a,) and SA(A,,s)' In both cases using both a single
frequency analysis and a smooth frequency dependence,
chosen empirically to include f~! and =2 terms for both
Sa(a,) and Sp(a,), with the observed data consistent with a
f 1 dependence except perhaps below 100 pHz where the
f~2 contribution could become relevant. The results of this

__ ¢BGND
Say, = 59

102009-14



NANO-NEWTON ELECTROSTATIC FORCE ACTUATORS ...

PHYS. REV. D 109, 102009 (2024)

1071 . :
§ TM neutral (Vzyr = —0.02V)
¢ TM charged (Vpy = 1.06 V)
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Noise in the differential acceleration (translational Ag and rotational Ay, ) measured with the two LPF TM charged to roughly

—1.06 V and with the TM nearly neutral. Results of model fits to the joint Ag and Ay, dataset are shown, at single frequencies and for an
analytic model with f~! and f~2 frequency dependence, respectively, as single points with error bars and colored bands.
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FIG. 9. On the left, noise in the actuation voltage combinations, A(A,) and A(A,) (points and colored bands in light blue and red),
coupling to, respectively, translational and rotational acceleration noise in the individual Ag and Ay, datasets in Fig. 8. The
combinations A(A,) and A(Ay;), from the joint, correlated analysis of the Ag and Ay,, are shown individually on the right and
summed on the left (dark blue points). In both cases, colored bands illustrate the result of the model with analytic f~! and =2 frequency
dependence. For both graphs, a righthand axis indicates the effective single electrode voltage noise inferred from the noise in the various

combinations (all of these estimates are mutually consistent).

analysis are shown in Fig. 9, with the frequency-smooth fits
to the acceleration noise model overlayed in Fig. 8. We note
that the independent analyses of the translational and
rotational noise makes no assumptions about correlations
between voltage fluctuations on the different electrodes,
and we will comment on this shortly.

The smooth fit for S,y around 0.1 mHz has a o

interval of roughly [135,165] uV/Hz!/2, compared to

[225,320] uV/Hz'/? reported in Ref. [23].> This reduction
is related to the deterministic subtraction of the actuation

*The result of [160, 200] xV/Hz'/? in Ref. [23] was for S, _for
a single TM, assuming that the two TM have uncorrelated,
statistically equivalent noise in A,. The differential noise in A,
that is truly measured, and compared here, is thus simply
multiplied by a factor two in power.
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voltage roundoff error. The results for Sy (a ,) are similar to

those for A,, with a +o interval [120,150] uV/Hz'/?
at 0.1 mHz.

We observe that Sya )~ Saa ,) Across the frequency
band. If there were an important correlated fluctuations
between actuation voltages on different electrodes, these
could add or subtract differently in the combinations [see
Eq. (21)] coupling into force and torque, resulting in
different noise levels in A, and A,. The absence of such
a noise asymmetry is at least consistent with uncorrelated
voltage fluctuations.

Additionally, Sx(a,) =~ Saa ,) suggests that actuation
voltage noise—rather than fluctuations of patch potentials
on the gold TM and electrode surfaces—are dominating the
interaction with the charged TM. If patch-field effects were
dominant, one would expect S Ay > Saa,)s by perhaps a
factor 2-3. This is expected first because the rotational
combination A, includes significant contributions from
the electrode housing X and Y surfaces while A, mainly
involves just the X surfaces. Second, the Y electrode
housing surfaces on the Y faces are closer (d, = 2.9 mm
while d, = 4 mm, with the relevant capacitance derivatives
scaling as d~2). Thus the rough equivalence S Ay R Saa,)
is consistent with actuation voltage fluctuations.

In the hypothesis that coupling to TM charge is domi-
nated by uncorrelated in-band additive noise in the actua-
tion voltages, we can further dissect the contribution of
stray actuation voltage to the measured differential TM
accelerations. Specifically,

A(ARCT) = ARCT — ASCT = A(Ayy) + A(Ay),

A(AQCT) = AQZCT - AQICT = A(Ay) — A(Ay), (24)

where A(A4) and A(A,3) are each 4-electrode actuation
voltage noise differences,

A(Ayy) = vy — vog — V11 + Vi,

A(Ay3) = vyp — 023 — V15 + V43, (25)

with v;; for the stray additive actuation voltage on electrode
j of the LPF TM . The sum and difference of the voltage
combinations A(A4) and A(A,3) thus couple into differ-
ential translational and rotational acceleration Ag and Ay .
In the hypothesis that the noise in A(A4) and A(A,3) are
uncorrelated, we can see from Eqs. (22) and (24) that
the noise in Ag and Ay, will each be proportional to the
sum, (Sa(a,,) + Sa(a,,))> While the cross-spectrum Sy a,,
will be proportional to the difference, (Sa(a,,) = Saay))-
Fitting to this model, including {Sx,, Sa,.Sagay,} in a
single analysis, we obtain estimates for Sy(a,,) and Sa(a,,)
(at right in Fig. 9). Consistent with a model of uncorrelated
A(A4) and A(A,3), their sum is compatible with the

wof - 7T - N N A A
O Measured 74
§ rg distrib. from MCMC (10)
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g
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FIG. 10. Effective armlength r,, based on cross-spectral
density Sa,a,, as defined in Eq. (18), in the charged TM
experiment, raw (red) and reconstructed with +¢ error bars from
the MCMC fit (blue). The data are consistent with uncorrelated
translational and rotational acceleration noise.

individual analyses for Sx(, ) and Sp(a ») (shown on the left
in Fig. 9).

Additionally, the cross-correlation between acceleration
noise Ag and Ay, is compatible with zero across the
frequency band studied (Fig. 10). If the increase in
TM acceleration noise were dominated by a single “bad”
noisy electrode, we would expect a full force/torque
correlation—with armlength r, ~ +11 mm, depending
on the electrode—but that is not observed here. Null
cross-correlation is consistent with Sy(a,,) & Sa(a,,), indi-
cating that the summed noise in the two groups of 4
electrodes [Eq. (25)] are statistically equivalent at our level
of measurement resolution.

All of these observations are consistent with coupling of
charge into TM acceleration via uncorrelated actuation
voltage noise, roughly with the same PSD in the eight
relevant X electrodes for the two TM. This is the simplest
and perhaps most reasonable model—considering the eight
nominally identical actuation circuits—though not the
only possible explanation of the measured data. In this
model, the single electrode actuation voltage noise, S, =~
%SA(AM) N%SA(AB) N%SA(AX) ~ %SA(Aa,) and shown with
the righthand axes in both plots of Fig. 9, is roughly
50 pV/Hz!'/? at 0.1 mHz and 15 uV/Hz!/? at 1 mHz.
While we do not have detailed low-frequency ground data
with which to compare, the results at | mHz are roughly in
line with the results of shorter preflight measurements.

We note that the observed effective single electrode
voltage noise will contribute to the noise in measurements
of the TM charge, performed as in LPF [23,36] with a
modulated voltage applied to the four X electrodes. This
technique essentially detects the potential difference
between the TM and the average DC potential of the
modulating electrodes [20]. However, the measured in-
band actuation noise presented here is too small, by slightly
more than an order of magnitude, to explain the measured
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TM charge fluctuations, equivalent to TM potential fluc-
tuations of order 300 pV/Hz!'/? at 0.1 mHz [23], which
instead remain compatible with a cosmic ray Poissonian
charge noise of roughly 1200/s. This conclusion would
remain valid even without the “correction” for the digita-
zion roundoff error mentioned above.

V. PROJECTIONS OF ACCELERATION NOISE
FROM ACTUATION IN LPF AND LISA

A projection of the actuation gain and in-band voltage
noise model and experimental parameters for the long
(14 day) LPF benchmark differential acceleration noise
measurement from February 2017 [18] is shown, with +¢
uncertainty bands, in Fig. 11. Actuation gain noise is
calculated using the models [Eq. (B2)] and Markov chain
parameter values of Sec. III, considering the A and B
coefficients [Eq. (B1)] as calculated from the commanded
actuation force telemetry for the February 2017 run. The
same is done for the in-band voltage noise mixing with the
TM charge, using the model of Eq. (23) with the noise
parameters from the MCMC analysis of the charged TM
experiment (Sec. IV) and the root mean square (rms) TM
charge values estimated from charge measurements before
and after the February 2017 runs.

The actuation gain fluctuations were a sizable but not
dominant contribution to the main science measurement of
Ag; at 0.1 mHz this noise source is 3.5-5 fm/s?/Hz!/? or
roughly 20—40% of the total measured acceleration noise
power. This contribution was limited by the exceptionally
accurate gravitational (DC force) balancing along the LPF

LPF Ag noise (Feb2017)

10713
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¢ Act. gain noise: UURLA
¢ In-band noise (V] =46 mV)
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FIG. 11.

x axis, which allowed lowering the actuation force authority
to 26 pm/s> for the mission science operations; had a
larger DC force imbalance imposed the use of the nominal
authority (1140 pm/s?), the acceleration noise due to actua-
tion would have dominated the LPF noise floor and pushed it
to the 60-70 fm/s? level at 0.1 mHz as in the “nominal”
actuation test (Table I and light blue data in Fig. 5). The in-
band additive voltage noise is a small contributor, roughly
1 fm/s?/Hz!/? at 0.1 mHz, at least with the relatively low,
roughly 40 mV, rms TM potential in this run.

We can also project these results for actuation noise to
the LISA mission, shown in Fig. 12. LISA requires no TM
x-axis actuation forces, with the spacecraft drag-free
controlled to follow the TM along this critical constellation
interferometry axis. With g. = 0 in Eq. (11), there is no
coupling to fully correlated gain fluctuations of the four X
electrode channels (A; = 0). However, the ¢ torque actua-
tion with uncorrelated gain fluctuations in the four X
actuation circuits will produce acceleration noise, with
nonzero coefficients A;;,
Sy = R (3, +75,)Sa (f)

73, 75,
(12 4+ 1.5%) (nrad/s?)

~[3.5 fm/s?/Hz!/?]? x

S
ayc , 26
* (50 ppm/Hz'/?)? (26)

where 50 ppm/Hz!/? is a reference level at 0.1 mHz from

the measurements presented in Sec. III for the (noisier)

1012 LPF A+, noise (Feb2017)
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SX; ( rad/s?/Hz'/? )

1071}

1074 1073
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Differential acceleration noise measured by LPF across roughly 340 hours in February 2017 [18], shown with projections of

the noise contributions from actuation gain fluctuations and in-band additive voltage noise. We note that the force /torque authorities
(¥ 19 920+ Y, ) Were identical to those for UURLA in the actuation noise experiment (Table T) while the average applied forces were
similar (y;, = —970 prad/ $2, gre = +5 pm/s?, and Y4,, = +150 prad/ s?). Time-averaged rms values for the TM potential were each
found to be roughly 40 mV based on TM charge measurements performed before and after the long measurement.
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Noise projection to LISA

Act gain 74, = 1.5nrad/s?, 74, = Lnrad/s?
Act gain (same v4,, V4., worst LPF electrode)
In-band noise (Vry = 70mV)

LISA requirement

10 1073
Frequency [Hz]

FIG. 12. Projections of actuation noise contributions to LISA x
axis TM acceleration noise, from actuation gain noise and in-band
voltage noise as estimated in this paper. The LISA conditions
assume ¢ actuation authority y, = 1.5 nrad/ s? and commanded
torque y, = 1.0 nrad/ s?, using the averaged gain noise measured
here and, as a worst case, the values for the worst LPF electrode
performance (TM1, electrode 2) assigned to all 4 X electrode
actuators. For the coupling to in-band voltage noise, the TM
potential is assumed to be at the discharge threshold of 70 mV.

X+ LPF actuators. The reference torque levels consider
compensation of a ¢y DC angular acceleration of 1 nrad/s?,
with an actuator torque authority of 1.5 nrad/s?, allowing
some headroom for controller dynamics. This can be
considered a realistic gravitational balance requirement
on board a LISA spacecraft, based on the LPF experience.
Indeed the needed applied ¢ torques on the two LPF TM,
Y4, and 74, in Table I, which were within 100 prad/ s? of,
respectively, —1000 prad/s> and 4150 prad/s> over the
course of the mission. These are each compatible, magni-
tude and sign, with the preflight estimates from the
gravitational model to within 200 prad/ s>’ and further
gravitational compensation could have reduced the residual
values further, well within the 1000 prad/s? limit proposed
for LISA.

For the coupling of the actuation “in-band” noise to TM
charge, we would have

1 0Cx q
Simd|l——XL1s
g {M ox CT] n(f)
2 /11,1/212 q :
~[1f H —
(1 fm/s/Hz] X<1.5x107e>
Sy
N — (27)

(50 pV/Hz'/2)2"

3Compare with values for angular accelerations o in Table Al
of Ref. [4].

In Fig. 12 we use a worst case TM charge of +15 million
elementary charges (£70 mV TM potential). For the
typical LPF charging conditions [23] of +25 /s, main-
taining the TM charge in this interval would require
discharging roughly every two weeks, with up to twice
this rate depending on solar cycle variations [19,37].
Alternatively the TM charge can be held near zero with
a continuous UV illumination of the TM, which was also
demonstrated in a dedicated experiment by LPF [38] and is
under study for LISA [39]. The in-band voltage fluctua-
tions will introduce force noise of similar magnitude in the
interaction with the average stray biases on each electrode,
considered to be of order 20-50 mV rms based on
measurements in flight with LPF and on ground with
various GRS prototypes [21,23].

VI. CONCLUSIONS

LISA Pathfinder allowed demonstration of the key
electrostatic actuation system needed for LISA, demon-
strating its compatibility with differential acceleration
measurements at the 10 fm/s?/Hz!/? level at 0.1 mHz,
as needed for high precision measurement of tidal accel-
erations from supermassive black holes in the LISA
observatory. The conditions of LISA Pathfinder were
actually slightly more challenging than those envisioned
for LISA from the standpoint of applied forces, requiring
x-axis force actuation that will not be needed in LISA.

In the on-orbit measurement campaign presented in
Sec. III, we successfully detect acceleration noise from
actuation gain fluctuations, compatible with a simple
parametric gain model with noise scaling with the applied
forces and a clear detection of a dominant role, in LPF, of
force noise from uncorrelated fluctuations in the different
electrode actuation circuits rather than board-correlated
actuator gain noise, as would instead result from a noisy
DAC reference voltage. Measured levels of gain noise were
in agreement with the limited ground testing measurements
performed and used in LPF noise predictions [3], even
detecting the same chance variations in the noise levels for
different groups of the nominally identical eight relevant
electrode actuator circuits.

As shown in Fig. 11, actuation gain noise was an
important but not dominant source of noise in LPF,
responsible for roughly 20-40% of the noise power for
Ag in the 0.1 mHz band. Our measurements clearly
resolved the actuation gain fluctuations by increasing,
compatibly with dynamic control constraints, the applied
actuation forces well beyond their needed levels. Similarly,
in-band low-frequency voltage noise was indeed measur-
able, but only after increasing the TM charge by more than
a factor of 10 beyond the typically used values.

The contribution of actuator gain noise in the LPF
benchmark acceleration noise measurements was kept at
a minimal level because the gravitational balance was
considerably better than the values that were budgeted,
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or 650 pm/s? [3] or even predicted as uncertainties in
the preflight gravitational models [4], order 4300 pm/s?.
The residual x-axis acceleration noise contribution from the
applied actuation forces was determined roughly in equal
measure from ¢ torques in addition to the TM2 applied x
forces.

Additional LPF differential acceleration tests were
also performed in an open-loop free-fall mode, without
any TM2 x force actuation except during brief control
kicks that were excised from the data in postprocessing.
Though originally designed to improve the LPF noise by
removing a dominant actuation contribution [3], the test
results showed no measurable difference [40]; due to the
better than expected gravitational balancing and conse-
quent lower-force levels, x-axis actuation noise was small
enough that its removal produced essentially no resolvable
improvement in the noise.

The remaining low-frequency LPF noise is subject of
ongoing research and will be addressed in a future pub-
lication [41]. We cannot exclude that some of the remaining
excess low frequency acceleration noise, in February 2017
and in the other low-force, low-noise [1,18] runs, comes
from the actuation system by another mechanism not
covered by our gain noise model here. To be quantitatively
relevant, such an effect would have to scale “more slowly”
with the applied forces than for gain noise, which scales as
OF « F and thus S, « g2. An additive voltage noise with
frequency dependence around the actuation carrier frequen-
cies could give an effective low frequency amplitude-
modulation noise, with a PSD that scales linearly with
applied force authorities [such as in Eq. (13)]. Such an effect
was detected with the actuation digitization accuracy issue
mentioned earlier [26], though the error is believed to have
been successfully understood and corrected. This deter-
ministic correction is of order 10 pV rms out of a total
LSB of 153 pV; a possible residual inaccuracy, an
effective DAC nonlinearity, of 1 — 2 pV in the calculation
of the true applied amplitudes, would be sufficient to
account for the observed excess noise in the 0.1-1 mHz
band. Such a level of error can not be ruled out by other in-
flight measurements, such as the calibration-tone experi-
ment (Fig. 3) or the gain-noise measurement campaign
presented in Sec. III. We are currently investigating, with
both analysis and measurement on available LPF-proto-
type FEE models, if such a residual error could be
compatible with the LPF actuation electronics.

Mixing of actuator in-band voltage noise with TM
charge and other stray DC potentials is shown to have a
small impact in LPF or, assuming appropriate charge
management, in LISA, with the current measurements
establishing a lower noise level with respect to earlier
LPF results [23] and confirming a scenario of stray
field fluctuations dominated by uncorrelated additive
actuation circuitry noise acting on individual electrodes.
However, even at the lower noise level measured here, stray

electrostatics still drive the use of audio frequency carriers
to apply DC or slowly varying electrostatic forces. A “DC
drive” electrostatic actuation for ¢ torques at the LISA-
required 1.5 nrad/s” level would require applied voltages
up to 0.7 V, an order of magnitude larger than the DC
potential differences arising from the levels proposed for
TM charge or stray DC biases. With 50 pV/Hz!/?
electrode voltage noise at 0.1 Hz, this would give
7 fm/s?/Hz!/? and thus consume nearly half the entire
LISA acceleration noise budget.

The unique potential of the LPF Ag dataset has been
recognized beyond its value as a benchmark for LISA free-
fall as a small force probe for, among other questions,
setting upper limits on wave function collapse models [42]
and searching for ultralight dark matter [43]. Our current
article is the first to use the high precision LPF differential
angular acceleration measurement, Ay, and the sensitiv-
ity reached merits a comment. While rotational acceleration
noise is not intrinsically essential to the LISA low-
frequency gravitational wave sensitivity, the LPF Ay,

including an interferometric readout with sub-nrad/Hz'/?
resolution [10], proved invaluble in this investigation of
actuator force noise, allowing us to disentangle effects that
would have had degenerate signatures in the Ag transla-
tional channel alone. The differential torque resolution
reached in the low-force UURLA configuration (see the
right-hand plots in Figs. 5 or 11) is below 0.1 fNm/Hz'/?
across a decade of frequency (0.15-1.5 mHz), an improve-
ment of nearly an order of magnitude beyond the best
measurements on ground using a single, hollow LISA TM
inside a prototype electrode housing with fused silica
suspension torsion pendulums [44,45]. Actuation gain
noise is a big portion of the LPF differential angular
acceleration noise, responsible for roughly half the noise
power at 0.1 mHz and an even larger fraction at lower
frequencies. The clean LPF system and environment on
orbit thus also realized an improved fiberless torsion
pendulum that proved essential for these tests of critical
hardware for LISA, as well as for the overall understanding
of low-frequency force noise in the experimental challenge
of free-falling reference test masses.
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APPENDIX A: MODEL OF ELECTROSTATIC
FORCES AND FORCE NOISE

This section summarizes the electrostatic model used,
which is then applied to describe both the nominal
actuation design and the two main acceleration noise
sources addressed by this paper.

We use the electrostatic force model developed in
Refs. [21,25,46], considering the TM and surrounding
sensor (S) surfaces as a patchwork of equipotential
domains. The resulting instantaneous force on the TM
along the sensor x axis is given by

1 oC
F —_ LLNAva.
=50 (Ve

m,n<m

Vi), (A1)

where C,,, is the capacitive element between surface
domains m and n.

For actuation/sensing electrode j, we can consider the
potential on domain m(j) as a sum of the actuation voltage

V; applied homogeneously to the entire electrode and a
local “patch potential” 6V,
Vi) =V + 6V (A2)
The sensor surfaces also include grounded electrode
housing guard rings (H) with possible stray surface
potentials, V) = 6V,

For a TM domain n(TM), we have V,irv) = Vi +6V
with the average TM potential given by
Zn Ve  22,GV;
Vim = +
CT CT Cr
= Vomo + Vau' - (A3)

In the second line we divide the equation into an intrinsic
TM potential V 1y from EH stray surface potentials and an
induced electrostatic potential from the actuation voltages
Vi - Here C,ys) is the capacitance of sensor domain 7 to
all TM domains, C; is the total capacitance of electrode j to
the TM, and Cy = Zn (s) is the total TM capacitance
to all electrode housing surfaces.

To isolate the electrostatic force contribution from
applied actuation voltages, we can consider the terms in
Eq. (A1) that involve domains on the sensing/actuation
electrodes. We neglect here the interaction between
domains on the same electrode—for which the applied
actuation voltage cancels in the potential differences in
Eq. (Al)—and between domains on different electrodes, as
the capacitance between these is quite small and shielded
by the ground ring surfaces. Thus considering interactions
between domains on actuation electrodes and those on the
TM and on the grounded guard ring surfaces, we find,
summing over the electrostatic domains m(j) on each
actuation electrode j,

1 ac*

Fﬁ‘mzz{z ox
syl

mj n(TM,H)

aC;
vty [—a—;wm V)

)

This equation for the instantaneous electrostatic force
considers the capacitive derivatives evaluated for the true
TM position. We have introduced the total capacitance of
an electrode to the TM and to the adjacent grounded
housing, C¥ = 3 Cpu(j)n(ra.n)-

Analogous expressmns govern the force and torques on
the other axes. We note that, while only the four electrodes

(A4)

on the X faces of the EH have a significant derivative, ai
the single TM average potential is relevant to the force on
any degree of freedom, such that the third term involving
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VAGT will couple the actuation forces and torques on

dlfferent axes.

1. Actuation design, nominal forces and force gradients

The guiding principles to the actuation concept proposed
early in LPF development [14] follow from Eq. (A4):

(i) Exploit the quadratic dependence, F « V2, to pro-
duce DC or slowly varying control forces with zero-
mean audio-frequency voltages. The control force is
the low-frequency component <V3> in the first term
in Eq. (A4)—() denoting a time average over the
actuation carrier period—and thus independent of
TM potential from charge g and of stray surface
potentials, which enter in the second (Vty) and
fourth (6V,,) terms in Eq. (A4). Forces from these
uncontrolled and noisy quasi-DC potentials are
spectrally shifted out of band, around the AC carrier
frequencies (60-270 Hz in LPF), as is any self-
mixing between the actuation carrier and low-
frequency in-band actuation noise.

(i) Reduce the coupling between d.o.f. by applying
actuation voltages with symmetry such that the
induced actuation potential VAST—the third term
in Eq. (A4) for x but also relevant to the actuation
force on all d.o.f.—is zero, at least for a centered
TM. This is done by requiring that the sum of the
applied actuation voltages on the four X (or Y or Z)
electrodes is zero at all times.

(iii) Further decouple the d.o.f. with actuation wave-
forms chosen to be orthogonal between different
degrees of freedom. In LPF this was implemented
with sinusoids at six different actuation frequencies.

(iv) Make TM control dynamics more simple and
predictable, by maintaining the force gradients
introduced by the actuation electrostatic fields—
through the position dependence of the capacitive
derivatives (first term) and the induced VAGT (third
term) independent of the commanded force and
torque. How to do this will be shown shortly.

As an example of the actuation algorithm and nominal
forces, torques and their gradients, we consider the x and ¢
degrees of freedom, actuated using the four X-face electro-
des. We consider the following actuation scheme, gener-
alized from Eq. (2):

Vie(t) = Vi (t) + Vigrip(1),

f). (A5)

Each waveform y is zero mean—for instance (y,,(#)) = 0,
with sine-equivalent amplitudes such that (32 ) = 0.5.

Additionally, the waveforms are orthogonal between

different degrees of freedom ({y.yr,4) = O for instance),
which was achieved in LPF with six different actuation
frequencies for the six d.o.f.

In evaluating the capacitances relevant to the electrostatic
forces, we consider an expansion to first order to the
relevant displacements in the xy plane,

L 9Cx  9Cx
Cj=CxoE— ~x+ ﬁcb
g_ + & + azc;X 02CX .
ox ox 0x 0x0¢h
oC; oC 0*C 0*C
=4| =X X+ —2|x (A6)
op op || og? oxop|"

with the signs (£) changing with the positions of the
different electrodes.

Neglecting any stray DC fields (6V,, and ¢) and
considering only the DC force component, considering
higher-order harmonics as out of band, we obtain a force,

v, -3,
¢}
ox?
| X
ox

Cr

1] 0C%
T2

1
2

x[Vi, + V3 4+ Vi, + V3,

-2

[V1¢ + V%(/) + VigVoplriphop), (A7)

Additionally requiring that the two ¢ waveforms be
“orthogonal,” with (y;,¥,4) = O—obtained using sine
and cosine waveforms in LPF, see Eq. (2)—eliminates
the cross-term dependent on the product Vij X V.
We thus obtain,

Fx = Mgc - Ma)/%xxi (AS)
with a nominal, TM centered, applied force per unit mass g,
and a force gradient described by stiffness, w?2,,

oC%
9e = ZM’ X 1x - V%x)’
= 2M| ox?

| ()CX |2
Vv e (1- 955 |
Cr 50
(A9)

Under the orthogonality condition (y;.r».) =0, the
torque and its gradient are given analogously,
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with
aC%
2 2
Yp. = ZM‘ (Vi = Vap).
@D = — — 1]°Cy
> 2] a¢2
| 4] %x 2
T ()(/,2
(A11)
From these equations, we foresee an actuation

scheme where the stiffness is held constant, both in x
and ¢ by holding constant both V3 + V3 =V, ax, and
V% + V2¢ =V ax,- This simplifies the control dynamics,

with a predictable elastic coupling that is independent of
the commanded forces and torques, g, and y, . This also
avoids conversion of a varying torque command into force
noise for a translated TM; the force just depends on the TM
translation offset, not on the torque command.

The commanded forces per unit mass, sensitive to the
difference (V3 —V3 ) and programmed by the force to
voltage conversion in Eq. (3), are bounded by the range
+g,, with force authority g, given by

1 |aC

9o = ol ox VIZ\/IAXX' (A12)

The maximum positive (or negative) force is obtained for
Vir = Vmax, (or Vo, = Vyax ) and the other voltage V,
or Vi, set to zero, essentially pulling only on the positive

(or negative) X face of the TM. A null force is commanded
Vmax,

by setting V,, =V, = N

The angular accelerations
are similarly bounded, with authority

1|0C%
Yoo = 51 a—; MAX,* (A13)
The stiffnesses, translational and rotational, can be

expressed in terms of these force and torque authorities,

x| 4] %x|?
w)zcx = gg* 9o + R¢7¢0 1 - PCx ’
ox | CT axz
15 JEE
2 og*
CU¢¢ - 6C* X y¢0 R* <1 - (32c*>‘| . (A14)
| ap | ¢ Cr og?

The prefactor setting the relationship between the x axis

authority g, and the stiffness w2, can be approximated

acy

geometrically, —2 s BC* ! N d , roughly 6 x 1077 /s? per nm/s? of
=

force authority. The contributions of both force and torque

authority to the translational stiffness were measured

in flight by LPF [17] and confirmed finite-element
analyses [25] at the level of several percent.

To limit both the force gradients and the force noise
arising from actuation, the strategy in both LPF and LISA is
that of reducing the authorities g, and 7, to the minimum
levels allowing compensation of the intrinsic DC forces—
in both cases mainly the residual error from spacecraft
gravitational balancing [4]—with some margin for any
controller dynamics.

2. Remaining actuation noise and imperfections

Deviations of the applied actuation voltages from the
desired values create force noise in LISA Pathfinder and
LISA. We model the true applied voltage V;(¢) in terms of
the commanded waveform V. (1),

V,=V(1+a;(t) +v;(1), (A15)

where a; represents a gain fluctuation in the electrode j
actuation circuit and noise v;(¢) is the actuator additive
voltage noise, independent of the applied amplitude.
From Egs. (A4) and (A15), we can identify the force
noise terms which are the subject of this article:
(1) A nonzero average (DC) value of a will result in
miscalibration of the actuation force. Referring to
Eq. (1) and considering a common mode miscalibra-
tion aP€ of all 4X electrodes, we will have

A=1+2aPC.

This static gain deviation was observed in LPF,
with a measured difference of nearly 4% in the
nominal voltage commands (1 =~ 1.08 [17]), though
this difference is understood and expected, given the
actuation circuit detailed design.

(i1) A differential gain offset between different electrodes
can create actuation crosstalk. For instance a difference
A« in the gains between electrodes 1/4 relative to
electrodes 2/3 would result in a spurious acceleration
of roughly R(’;yd,c x Aa, cross-coupling applied ¢
torque into an x force. In LPF such a crosstalk was
observed, differentially between the two TM, at a level
implying Aa =~ 0.5% [18], though this apparent ac-
tuation crosstalk was degenerate with other interfero-
metric readout geometric cross-couplings between the
apparent differential acceleration 6¢g and the SC rota-
tional jitter. Additional actuation crosstalk terms can
arise in geometric imperfections and TM rotations.

(iii) fluctuations in the various a will create a low-
frequency force error, per electrode, of

0C*
SF ma;—(V3,).
! ox
This is the actuator gain noise described in Sec. III A
and subject of the measurement campaign reported
in Sec. III C.
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(iv) Additive noise v; at the actuation carrier frequency
will mix with the carrier waveform V. (¢) to down-
convert into force in the LISA/LPF measurement
band, part of the first term in Eq. (A4) and described
in Sec. Il A

(v) Additive noise v; in the LISA / LPF band will mix

with DC voltages—Vty, the second term in
Eq. (A4) and various stray surface potentials 6V,
fourth term in Eq. (A4)—to give in-band force noise.
The first contribution, coupling to TM potential and
thus charge, is addressed in the measurement cam-
paigns presented in Sec. IV.

The role of applied actuation voltages, and their noise, in
their contribution to the coupling to TM charge merits a
comment here. Following the notation of Refs. [21,23],
we define:

JF

oC JCx
ox

— = A, Al6
= T (A16)

A, essentially represents the average electrostatic field
acting on the TM, normalized to an electrostatic potential
applied to a single electrode housing X electrode.
Considering Eq. (A1) and both contributions from applied
electrode voltages [covered by Eq. (A4)], and from stray
DC surface potentials [not covered by (A4)], we find

1 oC
A~ "8V, — OV
: L,,CX' > e va=on)
+ [VP€ + VQC - Ve —vPe, (A17)

for a centered TM, where Vf € is the DC actuation voltages
on X electrode j.

We can thus see that the X electrode applied DC voltages
can be used to balance any “intrinsic” bias A,, in the top
line of Eq. (A17), to null the effective coupling to the TM
charge noise, as used in LPF [23]. Likewise, any in-band
noise in the same electrodes will create noise in the relevant
average electrostatic field,

5A?CT = U + Uy — U3 — Uy, <A18)
which is the object of the LPF charged TM experiment
presented in Sec. IV.

APPENDIX B: NOISE MODELS
AND DATA ANALYSIS

1. Model of force noise
from actuation gain fluctuations
and data analysis technique

This appendix contains a detailed description of the
actuation noise model and the MCMC fitting procedure.

As anticipated in Egs. (11) and (15), we model the
actuation contribution to the acceleration fluctuations in Ag
and Ay, in terms of correlated/uncorrelated gain fluctua-
tions a, a;, @;; through coefficients a, a;, a;; for Ag and
with b, b;, b;; for rotational acceleration Ay . The values of
these coefﬁ01ents are as follows:

a =2Ag,

a; = 291,

a, = —2ge,
(_1)i+1

ain = (Gic + gio + R*7 4,0 + R¥y4,.).
(_1)i+1

ap =" (Gic + Gio + R*7p.c = R*vy.,)s
(_1 i+1

iz =" (=Gic = 9i0 + RV p.c — R74,,)-
(_1)i+l

ajy = > (_gic — gio + R*J_/qﬁ,-c + R*y¢io)’

bl = 2}/¢cl ’

b2 = _2y¢02’
a;y a;y

bil = Rfl*» bi4 = sz*’

ap as
bi2:_ﬁ’ bi3__F' (B1)

In our chosen actuation gain noise parametrization, dis-
cussed in Sec. [IT A, S, S, Sq,, are considered as mutually
uncorrelated. The PSD of Ag and Ay, at frequency f can
thus be expressed as

SAT(f) = AS.(f) + S A8, (F) + Y AySa, ()
i=1,2 ij
SACT(f) = BS.(f) + Z:ZB S (F) + ZBijSa,.., (f)
i i
S, (F) = CSu(f) + ZMCZ'S”” (f) + ZC,-,-Sa,., (f)
=1, )
(B2)
with
A = d?, A = aiz’ Aii = alzj’
B=0b>  B;=bi, B;=bj,
C = ab, C; =a;b;, Cij = a;jbj;. (B3)

Equation (B2) holds in any configuration of forces and
authorities for LPF, including the four experiments with
enhanced actuation; each experiment has its own A, B, C
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coefficients, calculated from the averaged force/torque
commands and authorities. We introduce the index ¢ to
label the four different experiments (UURLA, nominal, big,
big + offset). Furthermore, it is useful to rewrite all the
previous quantities in matrix formulation, for which we
introduce,

SATT(f.a)  SASA,,(f.9)

SACT(f o) =
PO= st (ra) ST

(B4)

Note that the off-diagonal terms (cross-correlations) are
assumed to be real; in the hypothesis that net torques and
forces arise from the same forces acting locally, then any
force-torque correlation would be free of delays and thus
result in a real value of the cross-spectrum.

We then also introduce the coefficients matrix,

a b
a; bl
a, b2
a(q) = : (BS)
ap by
| a2s Doy |
and the noise generators matrix
s, -
S, 0
Sa,
S.(f) = . (BO)
San
0
L S“24 J
actuation noise model (B2) is then rewritten as
SAT(f.q) = a’(q)S.(f)a(q). (B7)

a(q) is a 11 x 2 matrix, containing all the known coef-
ficients in (B1), that depend only on the actuation forces
(index q), while S, (f) is a diagonal 11 x 11 matrix which
contains the actuator gain noise PSDs at frequency f, which
we will then want to extract by fitting the experimen-
tal data.

We fit our experiments to the actuation noise model in
Eq. (B7), adding a possible background for force and
torque noise, that is independent of the changes in actuation
forces. This background actually absorbs the first actuation
term—with coefficients A, B, and C—because the coupling
to the relevant fully correlated gain noise S, is essentially

unchanged across these four tests. The background accel-
eration noise term is described as

s (f) E(f)/Sa (1S, ()
Sbg(f): b b b
E(f)\ /SR (), () S, (f)

This allows for backgrounds in Ag and Ay that can have
nonzero cross-coherence, which is modeled by parameter
£e[-1,1]. The full modeled noise is summarized as
M(f. q) = S*T(f. q) + S"(f). (B8)
The experimental data are ~2 day long noise time series,
sampled every T = 0.1 s, and indicated with Ag[n, g] =
Ag(t = nT,q) and Ayy[n,q] = Ay,(t = nT, q), one cou-
ple for each of the four experiments. We divide these in
N,(q), 50% overlapping stretches (110 x 10° s, labeled
with s) of length N and multiply by a Blackman-Harris
window win]. Then, we calculate the modified periodo-
grams as in Ref. [31], for example for Ag we have

Xnglk.q.s] = \/72Agn q,s

= Xp,(f = k/NT,q.s).

—i27rkn/N

(B9)

The two periodograms are then grouped in the following
complex column vector,

X, =V2 (B10)

XAg(fv q,S)
XA7¢(f’ q,S) ’

and the experimental estimate S of the single-sided cross
spectral density (CPSD) matrix can be expressed as

SAg(f7 Q) SAg,Ayd, (fv 61)

S(f.q) = = (X,X]),

SZg,Am (f’ C]) SA}/,p (fv Q)

(B11)

where () indicates an average over all periodograms. The
way the stretches are chosen and weighted at each
frequency allows to obtain different estimates of the
spectra. In this study, we do it in two ways:

(1) Standard Welch method: As in the standard Welch
method [47], the spectrum is calculated at each
frequency with the same number of stretches
N, = N,(q), 3 for UURLA, 2 in other tests. The
frequencies that can be considered uncorrelated
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using a Blackman-Harris window are nf,;,, with
fmin = 4/AT and n an integer [30]. Data from the
standard Welch technique are shown as continuous
lines in various spectral plots, and we use these data
for the smooth frequency-dependent fits described
below [around Eq. (B21)].

(i) Minimally correlated frequencies method: This
technique is used to calculate S with a number of
data stretches that increases with frequency, having
therefore Ny, = N,(f, q). This allows us to have data
points with roughly equal spacing in log(f), main-
taining minimal correlation. The frequencies are
given by (see Supplemental Material, Ref. [18])

4
flzﬁ’ f2:2f17

5 5
f3:(§>f27 f4:<§>f3,

All of our single-frequency fits, described below, use
CPSD data calculated with this method.

Our experimental data [Eq. (B11)] are described by the

model in Eq. (BS8), at a given frequency f by 13 parameters;

actuation noises PSD S, and Sa plus acceleration noise

(B12)

backgrounds Szgy(/] and SZ‘%] with the background correlation

coefficient and £. As mentioned above fully correlated
noise, S,, is considered as a contribution to the unchanging
background acceleration noise.

We estimate these parameters with a Bayesian approach.
We indicate with D the collection of all data on which we
want to perform the parameter estimation with, for exam-
ple, all the CPSD estimates at a single frequency
D(f) = {S(f.q)} ;- The posterior distribution of our model
conditioned by the observed data can then be derived using
Bayes theorem,

. L(DM)PM)

pvi) === (B13)

The likelihood L (D|M) is obtained following Refs. [31,48].
Considering a single realization of X as defined in (B10),
this follows a a 2-variate complex Gaussian probability
distribution,

exp {-XIM~'X_}.

Prq(Xs|M) = (B14)

1
7’| M|

Then, in Ref. [48] it is shown that the CPSD matrix defined
in (B11) is distributed according to a complex Wishart
distribution,

Ny—2

N IS .
et [-N,M™S],

()M (B13)

pf,q(glM) =

where etr[-] = exp(tr[-]) and I" is the multivariate complex
gamma function. Summarizing, Eq. (B15) gives the prob-
ability of observing a certain value for matrix S given a
theoretical CPSD M, at a single frequency, using N,
periodograms of Ag and Ay,. Finally, the total probability

of observing D(f) = {S(f. q)}, at a single frequency is

Ly(DM) = []ps,(SIM). (B16)

Starting from this likelihood, we perform two types of
Markov chain Monte Carlo sampling (MCMC) to esti-
mate the posterior distributions of our model parameters
using Eq. (B13); first at discrete frequencies—without
assuming any specific model of frequency dependence of
noise—and second with a phenomenological analytic
model of frequency dependence. In the first fit we
consider data at a single frequency f of the minimally
correlated frequencies introduced above. The ten ele-

_ b
ments in S,(f), plus background parameters SAgm(f ),

S'f’;( f) and &(f) are taken as the parameters in model

Eq. (B8) and samples from their joint posterior distribu-
tion are drawn using a standard Metropolis-Hastings
MCMC algorithm with adaptive covariance. Priors used
for these parameters are discussed in the following. To be
fully agnostic in the a priori assumptions used in the fit,
an ideal noninformative prior [32] for each of the twelve
noise PSD could consist in a uniform (flat) prior on their
logarithm—e.g. log S, —essentially allowing any order
of magnitude of the noise spectra. However, various
parameters in our fit are essentially unresolved in our
data. This is due to a combination of a relatively large
ratio of parameters (total: 13) to the number of exper-
imental data (12, for 3 channels between Ag, Ay, and
their cross-correlation, in four different measurements),
to some near degeneracies in the coefficients A(q) and
to the small values of some of the spectra. As such, the
MCMC fit admits solutions in which some parameters
are compatible with zero, or with logarithmic values that
can diverge to —oo; when the parameter becomes small,
the likelihood in Eq. (B16) becomes insensitive to just
how small and the Markov chain convergence becomes
an issue.

Different approaches exist for solving this problem,
including reducing the number of model parameters
and inserting lower limits (cutoffs) in the a priori
assumptions on the parameters. We have chosen a
physically motivated approach that reparametrizes the
actuation noise in terms of just two average noise PSD,
for board correlated gain noise (S,.) and uncorrelated
single electrode gain noise (S,,.), and a series of
parameters yu,, that describe the difference in the noise
between different noise generators,
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Sa, = Sac (14 He)s

Say = Sac (1 = pie),

Sar, = Saye (14 p2) (14 i ) (1 + 1),

Say = Sape (14 1) (1 = pip ) (1 + pi2),

Sary = Sape (1 = p) (1 = pp-) (1 + p3).

Sy = Sape (1= p) (1 + pip ) (1 + pa),

Say = Sape (14 p) (1 + pp ) (1 = py),

Sasy = Saye (14 p) (1= pp ) (1 = ),

Say = Saye (1= e ) (1 = pyp— ) (1 = p3),

Saay = Sage (1 =) (14 ) (1 = ), (B17)

where all parameters u,, are constrained to the interval
Um €[—1,1]. For instance, y. = 0 would imply that the
+X and —X actuators are equally noisy, while y. = +£1
implies that the total sum of the uncorrelated gain noise
comes from the +X (or —X) actuators, with the other
group completely noiseless. We keep the uninformative
log-flat prior in the PSDs §,. and S, ., with however a
uniform (flat) prior for the u,, across the interval [—1, 1].
This allows exploring orders of magnitude in the average
noise, but makes it improbable that, for instance, a single
electrode actuator might be many orders of magnitude
noisier than another electrode (or that the board-
correlated gain noise for TM1 be many orders of
magnitude quieter than that for TM2). As the electrode
actuation circuits are nominally identical, we consider
this a physically reasonable hypothesis.

In this parametrization we write the combined actuator
quantities that are presented in Figs. 6 and 7, considering
their definitions in Egs. (16) and (19):

Severs = Sape (14 pe) (L prypy ) + (1= puy ) (1 4 )]
Severs = Sape (14 pe) (1= prpr ) + (1 = pu ) (1 = g ).
(B18)

Figure 13 shows an example of distributions of S, and
Saues Taw parameters in the parametrization of Eq. (B17)
obtained from the MCMC at two relevant frequencies.

Even though the group of experiments is sensitive to S,
the data are compatible with the hypothesis that S, is zero
(and that the overall acceleration noise is explained by

uncorrelated fluctuations). Also S'XZ seems to be compat-

ible with zero at the two lowest frequencies. As a result, for
these parameters a lower cutoff was still needed to ensure
convergence; this was introduced using a smooth, improper
prior of the form,

s s -

- 53 prior pe [ o [ Jpn-
2

10° 10%
Sa/* [ppm/Hz'/?) p

—
(=]
—

pdf

10° 10%
S: [ppm/Hz'?] H

'
—

0

—

FIG. 13. Examples of distributions of S, . (orange) and S,
(black) obtained from the MCMC fit. At both frequencies the
uncorrelated electrode gain noise S, is robustly resolved from
the experimental data and largely independent to any prior
assumptions on the distribution, while the lower tail of the
posterior for board-correlated gain noise S, is only limited, in
the lower values, by the prior. To allow better visualization, the
former is normalized to 1, the latter to 4. The dashed line instead
gives an idea of the S,. cutoff; its values have no particular
meaning in this plot and should only help visualizing its position
and shape. At right are distributions, at the same two frequencies,
for the partitioning of the levels of uncorrelated gain noise
between different groups of electrodes.

(lOg Srlc —lOg Sco)z
exp [— — S

1 if $> S,

if <S8,

P(S,.) o (B19)

where we chose 6., ~1 and S, as 1/100 of the noise
(power) declared on the data sheet for the components
associated with S, [33]. A cutoff of the same form was

introduced for Szgm, with the corresponding S‘Z“Z taken as

1/100 of the observed residual gas Brownian noise level,
which is very well-understood and constitutes a solid lower
limit [49]. We chose to take 1/100 of these physically
motivated lower limits to be as agnostic as possible in the
parameter estimation. Figure 13 again shows that the lower
tail of the distribution associated with these parameters is
completely determined by the prior (therefore not con-
strained by observations), as the likelihood [Eq. (B16)]
becomes insensitive to S,. when this is too small. While
lower bounds are not resolved, upper bounds are instead
very well-constrained, as demonstrated by the complete
independence of the distribution peak position (and width)
on the cutoff choice. Figure 13 also shows how §, . is

instead very well resolved (left panel, in orange), and some
examples of relevant u parameters (right panel). p.
expresses the difference between +X and —X actuators,
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while p,,, between +X actuators which contribute pos-
itively/negatively to cross-correlation; they are both well-
constrained. j,,_ instead (analogous of y,,, for —X),
is almost flat, in first place due to the fact that —X
electrodes happened to be less noisy than +X; then, also
because we lack a second “big+offset” experiment enhanc-
ing only negative electrodes. One last mention to the yy, y5,
U3, py parameters, which represent the difference between
two electrodes in the same position of different TMs; these
are basically not resolved, mainly due to the degeneracy of
their A(q) coefficients. In this paper, estimates of the
parameters are often reported by points with error bars (the
central point is the 50th percentile while bars indicate
the equally tailed 68% confidence interval), that can be
seen for example in Figs. 5 and 6. While we consider our
priors to be both conservative and physically motivated, we
give a visual indication of the data points for model
parameters in the cases where the lower limit of the
posterior distribution is strongly dependent on the prior
assumptions and not strongly constrained by the exper-
imental data. We can define an effective lower limit S;;(S,,)
as the PSD value at the —16 level (15.9% percentile) of the
distribution. In presence of important tails like S,. in
Figure 13, if the prior cutoff (S,) is lowered of a factor
10, the lower limit S;(S,,) behaves almost exactly as if the
posterior distribution were uniform (in log), decreasing by
~86% in linear scale. We adopted, as a rule of thumb, the
criteria for marking with a dash-dot line, to indicate
sensitivity to the lower-cutoff prior, all the parameters
estimates for which

SulSeo/10) 1 (B20)

SII(SCO) 2
For these parameters, the distribution upper limit is instead
much less sensitive to the prior cutoff choice, varying
typically by order several percent and never more than 10%
for a factor 10 increase in the upper cutoff.

The regularity of the results obtained analysing each
frequency independently suggest that the whole behavior
can be safely described also using smooth analytical
functions of the frequency f, specifically

Salf) = i+ 7
Sazz/‘ <f ) f2 j—ljfcut + p]lc]
bg
SR (f) = f2 F o P
bg
SR, (f) = jﬁ + PR, 1. (B21)

The analytic form was chosen empirically based on the
measured PSD. After reparametrizing €, p in Eq. (B21)
similarly to Eq. (B17), the MCMC runs on a total of 26
parameters. While the previous fit was performed at a
single frequency, here all bins are fit at once, namely
D = {S(f. q)}y 4 at the frequencies, roughly 50, set by the
standard Welch periodogram length. The likelihood func-
tion is exactly the same as Eq. (B16), but multiplied over all
frequencies, since they are all independent,

L(DM) = Hp, ,(SIM). (B22)

Also in this case, logarithmic uniform priors were put on
€, p parameters related to average uncorrelated noise,
correlated noise and background, while uniform priors
were used for u’s expressing difference between different
noise generators, and & (cross-background parameter). A
lower cutoff was needed just for the two parameters
associated with correlated noise, and was fixed to
1/100 of data sheet values.

To test the goodness of our fits, we employed a posterior
predictive check [35]. Assuming the distribution of the
model parameters (M) obtained from the MCMC, we
derive the distributions for D and then evaluate the
compatibility with the experimental data. To do this, for
each value of M accepted in the Markov chain we sample
values of X —the Fourier components in Ag and Ay,
extracted randomly for a finite length experiment—from
Eq. (B14) by diagonalizing M~' and expressing the
elements of X in terms of independent variables, which
can be easily sampled,4 then S is calculated through
Eq. (B11). Once we have distributions for S, we calculate
the +o intervals for S Ags S Arg> S Ag.Ay, at all frequencies, for

each experiment. If the fit is indeed good, then we should
find that ~68% of the experimental data fall within the
posterior predicted intervals. Considering the fit performed
at single frequencies, we find that ~#85% of experimental
data fall in the predicted intervals; this may indicate that we
are slightly overfitting by using 13 parameters at each
frequency, with 12 experimental data (four separate experi-
ments with three data, with PSD estimates for Ag, Ay, and
their cross-spectrum). With regard to the fit to smooth
functions instead, we find 68% of experimental data falling
in the posterior prediction: this result is consistent even
when not considering the whole dataset, for example when
estimating the goodness of fit in a single experiment, or
only considering noise in the translational acceleration Ag,

“This 2-variate complex Gaussian distribution can be equiv-
alently sampled by extracting real and imaginary parts of X; from
a 4-variate (real) Gaussian distribution [48].
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indicating that the model is able to properly reproduce the
observations.

2. Model of force noise from in-band fluctuations
and data analysis technique

The analysis of in-band voltage fluctuations is carried
out analogously to the previous subsection. We report here
a quick summary of the models used. We have only two
experiments, with V%0 V and then with V3, =~ 1V,
which we label again with index ¢. In general our model for
acceleration/torque PSDs and cross-spectra can be written
as in Eq. (23),

A
Sag =S + ("" m ) Saay).
9Cx v 2
b ) ™
SA}’qs - SA%’I,& + < Ji ) SA(Aw),
e

_ obg “ox 0
SAHA}’,p - SAg,Am M

Sa(a)an,).  (B23)

As described in the text, an estimate of Sj»,) can be
extracted by simply fitting the first line in Eq. (B23) to the
observed S5, using S (a,) and SZ%] as parameters, and using
the one dimensional version of likelihood (B16). Same
holds for Sy(a ’) and the second line of Eq. (B23). This was
done at single frequencies and also fitting smooth func-
tions; in the first case, given the very small amount of
periodograms available (therefore wide PSD distributions),
a lower cutoff was needed on S, ) and Sy(a o) fixed to the
very conservative 1/100 thermal limit of actuation circuits.
In the hypothesis of stray electrostatics noise dominated by
uncorrelated fluctuations in the electrode actuation volt-
ages, we can summarize the PSD model in Eq. (B23),
similarly to Eq. (B8) as

M(f.q) = v'(q)Saa)(f)v(g) +8%(f).  (B24)

where SP2(f) is the same as that in Eq. (B8), while

%x /M % /1
v(q) = Vru(q) 9Cy
T ox
Sa@an(f) 0
0 Saan ()|

oC
/M %1

Sa)(f) = (B25)

Finally, consistently with the approach for gain noise, we
again use the hypothesis of statistically identical electrodes,
writing,

Saay) = Sa(l +up),

Sa(Ay) = Sa(l = ). (B26)

At each minimally correlated frequency, we use the same
MCMC described in the previous section with likelihood
[Eq. (B16)] to estimate the distributions of the parameters
S SZ%], Szgyw with a prior uniform in the logarithm, while
up, and & [expressing the correlation between backgrounds
as in Eq. (B8)] with a uniform prior distribution across the
interval [—1, 1].

We also perform a fit describing the relevant quantities as
smooth functions of frequency. While backgrounds are
written as in (B21), we write the other quantities as

_ €4  Pu4

Sa(ay) = 2 + 1 + 14,
€3 p
Sa(ay) = % + % + 123, (B27)

and MC estimate ¢, p, i after a a reparametrization similar
to Eq. (B26). The results indicate that only the 1/f
component is significantly different from zero.
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