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Novel cross section ratios as possible signals
of saturation in ultraperipheral collisions
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We propose new cross section ratios in ultraperipheral A + A and p + A collisions (UPCs) as a potential
experimental signal of saturation physics. We consider the ratio R, of elastic vector meson photoproduction
cross section to the inclusive hadron or jet photoproduction cross section. The ratio can be measured in the
y + A and y + p collisions taking place in the UPCs. We label the ratios R;(A) and R|(p), respectively.
Constructing the double ratio Rypc(A) = R;(A)/R(p), and performing a small-x calculation both in the
quasiclassical approximation and by including small-x evolution, we observe that Rypc(A) exhibits a
markedly different dependence on the nuclear atomic number inside and outside the saturation region. This
result indicates that Rypc(A) and R, (A) measurements in UPCs may help in the experimental searches for

the evidence of saturation physics.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Saturation physics

Understanding Quantum Chromodynamics (QCD) in
high-energy scattering is one of the open problems in
physics. An interesting phenomenon one expects to find at
very high energy is the saturation of gluon and quark
densities in the small Bjorken x region of the hadronic and
nuclear wave functions [1]. (Small values of Bjorken x are
probed in high-energy collisions.) The quark and gluon
parton distribution functions (PDFs) are known to grow
with decreasing x. However, this rise of PDFs cannot
continue indefinitely: a larger number of partons leads to
higher parton densities in the hadronic or nuclear wave
functions, which, in turn, lead to parton mergers becoming
important, slowing down the growth of the PDF with
decreasing x. The regime where the parton mergers
compensate for the parton splittings is known as the parton
saturation (see Refs. [1-8] for reviews). Unambiguously
identifying saturation signatures in the experimental data is
one of the main challenges of the modern hadronic physics,
comprising a large part of the experimental program for the
future Electron-Ion Collider (EIC) [9-12].
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The theoretical description of parton saturation usually
involves the linear Balitsky—Fadin—Kuraev—Lipatov (BFKL)
[13,14] and nonlinear Balitsky—Kovchegov (BK) [15-18]
and Jalilian-Marian—Iancu—McLerran—Weigert-Leonidov—
Kovner (JIMWLK) [19-24] evolution equations in x.
While the linear BFKL evolution predicts the rise of PDFs
at small x, it does not contain saturation effects, and leads to
cross sections growing as a power of the center-of-mass
energy, violating unitarity at very high energies. Unitarity (in
the sense of adhering to the black disk limit) is restored when
nonlinear (parton merger) effects are taken into account: this
is accomplished by using the BK/JIMWLK evolution equa-
tions. The initial conditions for the nonlinear evolution
equations are given by the quasiclassical Glauber—Gribov—
Mueller (GGM)/McLerran—Venugopalan (MV) model
[25-28], which includes all orders of multiple scatterings
of the projectile in the target. The above description is valid
for the scattering of a compact projectile on a large target, as
seen in deep inelastic scattering (DIS) experiments on nuclei
(and, possibly, on protons) and proton-nucleus (p + A)
collisions at high energies. The saturation formalism is also
referred to as the color glass condensate (CGC).

The nonlinear small-x evolution combined with the
GGM-MV initial conditions dynamically generates a
momentum scale intrinsic to the hadronic and nuclear
wave functions at small x—the saturation scale Q. This
scale designates the transition from the low-density regime
(with momentum scales Q > Q) to the saturated high-
density regime (for Q < Q). The saturation scale grows
with the atomic number A of the nucleus and with
decreasing x, approximately as Q? « A'/3(1/x)* with the
power A= 0.3. This means that, in high-energy collisions
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(corresponding to low values of x) and/or for collisions
involving sufficiently large nuclei (with large A), the
saturation scale should get large. When it gets sufficiently
above the QCD confinement scale, Q; > Aqcp, the cor-
responding strong coupling constant becomes small,
a,(Q?) < 1, allowing for a weak-coupling description of
the small-x hadronic and nuclear wave functions and,
therefore, justifying the application of perturbative tech-
niques to the problem.

Tantalizing evidence for the observation of the saturation
regime has been collected by accelerators around the world
(see e.g. [9] for a summary of the experimental results
pertaining to saturation physics, along with the more recent
data [29-32]). It is widely anticipated that the future EIC,
due to its reach in x and Q2 its unprecedented high
luminosity, and a variety of nuclear targets, would be able
to seal the discovery of the saturation phenomenon.
However, with the EIC completion being projected for
the early 2030s, in the meantime, the hadronic physics
community must make every effort to study potential
saturation signals at the existing high-energy accelerators,
such as the Relativistic Heavy-Ion Collider (RHIC) and the
Large Hadron Collider (LHC). In this respect, a particularly
promising channel appears to be the ultraperipheral colli-
sions (UPCs) [33-37]. As we describe below, in the UPCs
one usually collides two large nuclei (A + A) or a proton
and a nucleus (p + A) at very large impact parameters,
much larger than the sum of the radii for the scattering
particles. The interaction happens due to an almost-real
photon coming from one of the nuclei in A + A or from the
nucleus in p 4 A collisions (the projectile) interacting with
the other nucleus or the proton (the target) by fluctuating
into a quark-antiquark (gg) dipole, which then scatters on
the target predominantly via #-channel gluon exchanges (at
high energy). Thus, the UPCs provide one an opportunity
to perform a small-x DIS-type of experiment, either on the
proton (in p + A) or nuclear (in A + A) targets, except with
an almost real photon (Q* ~ 0). The UPCs thus allow us to
study the scattering amplitude of a gg dipole on a target,
searching for the signals of saturation. The gg dipole
scattering amplitude is an essential component of saturation
physics, directly entering the BK evolution equation. The
aim of this work is to propose a new saturation signal that
can be studied in the UPCs at RHIC and LHC.

B. Double ratio in DIS

One of the proposed key saturation signals at the EIC is
the fraction of diffractive DIS with respect to the total DIS
cross section in electron-nucleus (e + A) collisions [9]. As
this ratio is found to be ~13% at HERA in electron-proton
(e + p) collisions [38], saturation calculations predict that
this ratio will be enhanced (larger than 13%) in e + A
collisions. To quantify this enhancement, a double ratio
observable was introduced between ¢+ A and e+ p
collisions, and saturation models predict it to be above 1.

The general idea behind this observable is that in the black
disk limit the elastic cross section comprises 50% of the
total cross section. Indeed, for a gg dipole scattering on a
target the total and elastic scattering cross sections can be
written as

Crot :2/d2bLN(r,b,Y), (1a)

o= [ @b V(b1 (1b)

where N(r,b,Y) is the (imaginary part of the) forward
scattering amplitude for the dipole of transverse separation r
interacting with the target at the impact parameter b with the
dependence on the center-of-mass energy squared s entering
through the rapidity variable ¥ = In(sr3 ) ~ In(1/x) [17].
(In our notation, two-dimensional transverse vectors are
labeled v = (v*, v”), their magnitude is v, = |v|, while the
two-dimensional integration measure is d”v , . For the trans-
verse momenta p; = |p| and the integration measure is
d? py.) Inthe black disk limit N = 1, suchthat oy /oo = 1/2
(see e.g. [7] for details). Away from the black disk limit,
where N < 1, the elastic to total cross sections ratio is small,
0o/ 0 < 1. Saturation physics is responsible for the
approach to and the onset of the black disk limit, leading
to the anticipated increase of diffractive (elastic) cross section
ogisr as a fraction of the total cross section o, both with
increasing nuclear size (A) and with decreasing x.
The relevant double ratio is [9]

[(do'diff/dMgf)/o'tot]e+A
[(dadiff/dMg()/gtot}eer ’

(2)

REIC =

where M?% is the invariant mass of the diffractively
produced hadrons. Saturation calculations generally predict
Rgic > 1.

Another reason this double ratio will likely be one of the
key measurements at the EIC is that it may provide
maximum distinguishing power between the saturation
calculations [39—44] and other theoretical approaches,
e.g., the leading-twist nuclear shadowing (LTS) model
[45-48]. Nuclear shadowing, as considered in [47,48], is
expected to cause the fraction of diffractive over total DIS
cross sections to decrease in e + A with respect to the e +
p case, leading to a smaller than one double ratio, Rgjc < 1.
This is qualitatively different from the prediction of
saturation models. The two theoretical predictions for
the double ratio to be measured at EIC, coming from
saturation physics and the leading-twist shadowing model,
are shown in Fig. 1 [9], where the double ratio Rgic is
plotted versus the invariant mass of the diffractively
produced hadrons M% for fixed values of x and Q2, as
indicated in the plot legend.
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FIG. 1. The ratio of diffractive over total cross section for DIS
on gold normalized to DIS on the proton plotted for different
values of M%, the mass squared of hadrons produced in the
collisions, for models assuming saturation and nonsaturation. The
statistical error bars are too small to depict, and the projected
systematic uncertainty for the measurements is shown by the
orange bar. The theoretical uncertainty for the predictions of the
LTS model is shown by the gray band. Reprinted from [9].

This is a truly unique measurement that cannot be done
at any facility other than the EIC. It requires both ¢ + p and
e+ A DIS measurements at the same center-of-mass
energy (or in the same kinematics) and with a large rapidity
gap. In addition, most of the systematic uncertainty related
to the detector will cancel in this ratio.

C. A new double ratio in UPCs

In UPCs, although the same double ratio Rgic as
proposed above at the EIC cannot be measured, a similar
double ratio is possible. First, the ratio between observ-
ables related to a proton and a heavy nucleus is possible,
because UPC measurements can be done in both A 4+ A
and p + A collisions. In p + A collisions, due to the large
charge difference between the proton and heavy ion, the
dominant process is y + p scattering, where photons are
emitted by the heavy ion. Second, the ratio between
diffractive DIS and total cross section cannot directly
transform into a UPC measurement. Experimentally,
rapidity gap events in UPCs are very difficult to measure
and the event kinematics cannot be determined due to
limited acceptance. From a theory perspective, all UPC
processes are in the photoproduction limit (Q* ~ 0) where
no hard scale is available for a reliable calculation, unless,
at small x and for large nuclei, the saturation scale Q;
becomes large enough.

While it is hard to replicate the ratio between diffractive
DIS and total DIS cross section in UPCs, we propose to
replace it with a ratio between the diffractive vector-meson
(VM) photoproduction and inclusive particle or jet photo-
production. The idea is similar to the above: as we will
show below, the elastic vector meson production cross
section is quadratic in the dipole amplitude N, while the
inclusive particle production is linear in N [49], such that
their ratio should be sensitive to the approach to the black
disk limit. Here the hard scale of the diffractive probe
comes from the mass of the VM, e.g., the J/y meson, and
from the transverse momentum of the jet or charged particle
in inclusive photoproduction, in addition to the saturation
scale Q. The new double ratio is defined as

[O-;;M <daij:;lusive/d2pT)}A+A (3)

{GZM (daijrfélusive/ d2PT)]p+A

RUPC =

Indeed, the ratio Rypc is not quite the same as Rgyc. In
particular, one may argue that 6ipqusive = (1)0ine With (1)
the average multiplicity of the produced hadrons and o;,; the
total inelastic cross section. In a (perhaps hypothetical) case
when both the nucleus and the proton are scattering near the
black disk limit, where o;, = (1/2)0, and Rgc ~ 1, one
can approximate Rupc % Ric(n),4p/ ()44 % (1),1p/
(n),,a- Since the particle multiplicities are different in
v + p and y + A collisions, (n),. /(n),, o < 1, we see that
Rypc < 1 in this example. Therefore, we cannot expect that
Rypc is necessarily always greater than 1 in the saturation
picture, making this ratio different from Rp;c.

However, what we will show below is that the A scaling
of Rypc is different inside and outside the saturation region.
That is, we will demonstrate that the A dependence of Rypc
changes depending on whether the produced vector meson
is relatively small (J /) or large (p), and also depending on
the transverse momentum py of the produced hadron or jet
in the inclusive cross section being larger than or smaller
than the saturation scale Q,. We, therefore, expect that the
A dependence of Rypc would be of great interest in UPCs,
especially since the center-of-mass energy reach can be
much higher in the UPCs than that at the EIC. In fact, Rypc
measurements may lay the groundwork for the future Rg;c
at the EIC, possibly providing necessary complimentary
information needed to seal the saturation discovery at
the EIC.

D. Outline

The paper is structured as follows. After giving a brief
introduction to UPCs in Sec. II, we will rederive the
leading-order (LO) expressions for the elastic vector meson
production and the total hadron/jet production cross section
in the saturation/small-x formalism in Secs. III A and III B,
respectively. While a next-to-leading order (NLO) calcu-
lation for elastic vector meson production exists [50], and
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will need to be utilized in the future more detailed
phenomenological studies, our goal is to explore the
double ratio Rypc at the more qualitative level, trying to
identify the difference between its A dependence inside and
outside the saturation region. For such a goal, the LO
expression for the cross sections should be sufficient.

In Sec. IV A we evaluate the double ratio Rypc using the
GGM-MV approximation for the dipole amplitude N,
obtaining different A dependence for Rypc inside and
outside the saturation region for the p and J/yw meson
production (in the numerator of the ratio). We repeat the
calculation in Sec. IV B for the dipole amplitude given by
the geometric scaling solution of the LO BK equation
[1,51-54], reaching similar conclusions as in the quasi-
classical case. Based on our calculations, we discuss the
future opportunities to measure Rypc in Sec. V, before
summarizing our results in Sec. VL.

II. ULTRAPERIPHERAL COLLISIONS

UPCs represent a fascinating experimental opportunity
at heavy-ion collider facilities, offering a captivating
avenue for scientific exploration of the fundamental struc-
ture of nucleon and nuclei. In these collisions, heavy ions
such as gold (Au) or lead (Pb) approach each other with
impact parameters far exceeding the size of the ions
themselves, e.g., b > 2R,. See Fig. 2 for an illustration.
This results in an electromagnetic interaction dominated by
the exchange of virtual photons, where the photon probe
interacts with the other nucleus. Therefore, the UPCs are
similar to the electron-ion scattering experiments with
quasireal photon beams. Here we list a few of the important
features of UPCs:

(1) Virtuality. Due to the heavy nuclei, photons are

emitted with small transverse momentum that has a
typical value of ~20—-40 MeV /c; the virtuality, Q?,

Vector Meson photoproduction

FIG. 2.

is around 107#-1073 GeV?2. The hard scale of the
process is usually determined by the final-state
particles, e.g., their mass or transverse momentum.

(2) Rates. For QED processes, e.g., two-photon scatter-
ings cross section, the rate of the A + A reaction
scales with the nuclear electric charge as ~Z*. (Here
Z is the charge of the nucleus, in the units of elec-
tron charge |e|.) For QCD processes, e.g., photon-
Pomeron interactions, the rate scales as ~Z2.

(3) Energy reach. The center-of-mass energy between
the photon and per nucleon in the nucleus, W,.,y,
ranges from less than 10 GeV (RHIC) to ~1 TeV
(LHC). This corresponds to momentum fraction x in
the range from 107! to 107>, Note that, since the
saturation scale grows as Q2 ~ (A/x)!/3, the UPCs
at LHC can probe larger Q? values than those to be
probed in the collisions at the future EIC.

(4) Observables. Most UPC measurements are for
the exclusive and diffractive VM photoproduction.
Event kinematics and topology are easy to recon-
struct. Recent measurements show that semi-
inclusive processes, e.g., inclusive and diffractive
jets [55], and inclusive processes of measuring
charged particles only [56], are feasible.

There are two major heavy-ion collider facilities cur-
rently studying UPCs, RHIC and the LHC. With the heavy-
ion runs scheduled between 2023 and 2025 both at RHIC
and the LHC, there are a couple of experimental oppor-
tunities for the UPCs. For example, forward detectors have
been added to the STAR experiment, where particle
acceptance between 2.5 and 4 in pseudorapidity 7 became
available. Typically, the forward rapidity corresponds to the
high-x kinematic region. In order to unambiguously dis-
cover saturation, the high-x region where we do not expect
saturation should also be studied on the same footing as the

Jet photoproduction

Tlustration of UPC Vector Meson (VM) photoproduction (left) and jet photoproduction (right) in heavy-ion A + A collisions.
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low-x region. In addition, exploration of the large-x region
may shine new light on the antishadowing region of nuclear
PDFs. Currently, resolving the photon energy ambiguity
using the forward neutron emissions has been shown to be
possible, extending the kinematic reach at low-x by 2
orders of magnitude at the LHC.

III. DOUBLE RATIO IN UPCS COMING FROM
SATURATION PHYSICS

A. Elastic vector meson production in UPCs

As described above, UPCs (in A + A or p + A) involve
the interaction of a photon of a very small virtuality
originating from one nucleus with the other nucleus or
proton. At high energy (small x), the dominating process
involves the photon fluctuating into a gg pair that interacts
with the nucleus. One of the possible outcomes of this
interaction is the exclusive production of vector meson. The
scattering amplitude for exclusive vector meson production

|

in UPCs at leading order is given by the diagram shown in
Fig. 3, where the oval on the upper right represents the
vector meson light-cone wave function [57], the ovals on
the lower left and lower right represent the target proton or
nucleus which remains intact in the interaction, and the
vertical rectangle denotes the (mainly gluon) shock wave
responsible for the interaction. For the target to remain
intact, the shock wave should transfer no color away from
the target, i.e., the exchange needs to be color singlet. To
obtain the cross section, we need to square the scattering
amplitude and integrate over the phase space of the final
state particles. For the convenience of our later calculation,
we should Fourier transform the amplitude into transverse
coordinate space. The result for the elastic vector meson
production cross section at leading order is [58,59] (see [7]
for a pedagogical derivation in the transverse coordi-
nate space):

dz 2

) O K
A X

Here W, ~%(r,z) is the light-cone wave function for a
transversely polarized photon splitting into a gg pair of the
transverse separation r with the quark carrying a fraction z
of the photon’s longitudinal momentum, WY is the trans-
versely polarized vector meson wave function, and
N(r,b,Y) is the dipole amplitude for a ¢g pair interacting
with the nucleus at impact parameter b and rapidity ¥ =
In(sr3 ) ~In(1/x) introduced above. We use the definition
of the light-cone wave functions normalized as in [7]. As
shown in Fig. 3, the photon comes in with polarization A,
while the vector meson is produced with the polarization A’.
The former is averaged over, assuming that the photon in

/QZQAIZ(

0 )‘PVT*_”’q(r,z)N(r,b,Y)‘{‘¥(r,z)*. (4)
-z

UPCs is real, due to its very low QZ: therefore, we keep
only the transverse polarizations for the photon. This, in
turn, implies that the outgoing vector meson has to be
transversely polarized as well. We sum over the vector
meson’s transverse polarizations in Eq. (4). In addition, a
sum over quark polarizations ¢, ¢’ (as denoted in Fig. 3)
and quark colors is implied inside the absolute value
brackets in Eq. (4).

In the saturation/CGC framework, the dipole amplitude
N is found by using the BK/JIMWLK nonlinear evolution
equations [15-24] with the GGM/MV quasiclassical initial
conditions [25-28]. Below, we will consider the

V=p,J/0,...

YVYY

por A

FIG. 3.

por A

Exclusive vector meson production amplitude in DIS and UPCs at high energy.
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quasiclassical and small-x evolution regimes separately,
analyzing Rypc from Eq. (3) in each case. To proceed with
the calculation, we need to delve into a discussion about the
photon and vector meson wave functions.

The virtual photon wave function at the leading order is
well known [60,61]. The corresponding diagram for a
photon splitting into a quark-antiquark pair is shown below
in Fig. 4. In the case of UPCs, the photon has a very small

|

r*—>qq
lPT

where o, ¢’ are the polarizations and i, j are the colors of the
quark and antiquark, respectively. We have defined ajzc =

z(1 = 2)Q* + m7 with m the mass of quarks with flavor f.

The magnitude of the electron charge is labeled by e, while
Z; is the fractional charge of the quark. In addition,
d, =0d/dr,. As above, the photon has polarization 4,
and z is the longitudinal fraction of the photon’s momentum
carried by the quark.

The vector meson wave function, on the other hand, is
more complicated because of its nonperturbative nature.
We could, however, obtain a reasonable form of the vector
meson function if we are willing to make a few

|

1
WY (r,z) = —— 5, |—ib, _

i 6’(1_2Z
(1-2) "

Note again that the transversely polarized photon produces
only a transversely polarized vector meson; therefore, in
UPCs transverse vector mesons production is dominant
(with the longitudinal vector meson production being
suppressed by a factor of 0?/Q? < 1). We will employ
only the transversely polarized vector meson wave func-
tion.

The scalar part of the vector meson wave function can be
reasonably described using a “boosted Gaussian” form

.1

FIG. 4. Virtual photon wave function at leading order.

z
rz) =2 f\/ 2)8;;| —is, _d1—2z—6/1)

- 0'/1)

0?, so the longitudinally polarized photon wave function is
small compared to the transversely polarized one: as
already mentioned above, we will ignore the former in
our calculation. The transverse coordinate space trans-
versely polarized photon wave function that appears in
Eq. (4) is

et

L0y, + 60 L (1 + 0d) | Ko(rLay). (5)

&\ﬁ

|

assumptions. For our purposes we will follow the approach
put forth in [62-67]. The starting point of this approach is
the assumption that the vector meson is predominantly a
quark—antiquark state that has the same polarization struc-
ture as a virtual photon. By making the replacement

er

ﬁz(l —2)Ko(riay) = ¢r(ri,2), (6)

for the scalar part of the wave function, we can write down
the transversely polarized vector meson wave function as

6—1—5/

ﬁ( +04)|¢r(ri.z). (7)

[

[63,64,60,68]. We start by assuming that in the rest frame of
the vector meson, the wave function is Gaussian in the
three-momentum of the quark and antiquark, so that

- R?
br(p.2) wexo (-5 7). )

where p is the three-momentum of the quark (or antiquark)
and R is the typical radius of a vector meson. The
momentum p is related to the invariant mass through

M? = 4E* = 4(p* + m3). 9)

In the boosted frame, we have a fast moving vector meson
with its quark and antiquark having longitudinal momen-
tum fractions z and 1 — z, respectively. The four momenta
of the on-mass-shell quark and antiquark are

094028-6
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k2 + m?>
pé_((1—z)P+,7T / —k), (10)

where k is the transverse momentum of the quark (or
antiquark) in the boosted frame and we use the spacetime
metric g, =g_, =3, g;; = g» = —1. We assume that
the meson is moving in the light-cone plus direction with a
large momentum P*. The invariant mass is

kg 4 m3

MZI /Jr 1\2
(pl p2) Z(I_Z)

(11)

with k7 = |k|. Equating the invariant masses in two frames,
Egs. (9) and (11), we can relate p? and k7.,

= M — m2. (12)
4z(1-z) 7

Further, if we assume that the wave function is boost

invariant (i.e., the scalar part of the wave function takes on

the same value after a Lorentz transformation), then in the

boosted frame the wave function has the form [cf. Eq. (8)]

|

‘P‘T/(’l9 7) =Nryz(l - Z)éij |:i6(7.—6

+ 5{:{7’ ﬁ (] + Ji)] exXp |:_

V2

The wave function (15) is normalized such that

ZAlz(ldf z>/[irf ¥r(r)f =1, (16)

0,0'.1,j

resulting from the assumption that the vector meson is
predominantly a quark-antiquark pair (in all frames). The
relation (16) can be used to find V' once the vector meson
radius R is found. The procedure for finding R is described
in [67] and involves fitting the coupling of the vector
meson to the electromagnetic current fy. Since the
Particle Data Group (PDG) [69] value of the charm quark
mass along with the values of the p meson mass and f, for
J /y are somewhat different now compared to the numbers
used in [67], we had to reevaluate A/ and R for both p and
J/w mesons. The resulting parameters for the wave

TABLE 1. Parameters for J/y and p meson wave functions
given in Eq. (15) calculated using the prescription outlined in [67]
for the current PDG [69] values of the quark and meson masses
and the coupling fy.

Meson My/GeV  fy/GeV m;/GeV Ny  R*/GeV™?
J /)y 3.097 0.277 1.27 0.602 23
p 0.775 0.156 0.14 0.909 12.9

R2 (k3 + m?
bk, 2) o« exp [—( L

] 4m§>]. (13)

Fourier transforming the wave function into the trans-
verse coordinate space, we have

27(1 = 2)r?

$r(ri.z) < z(1—z)exp {—%
2 R2 2p2
mfR mfR }

- +
8z(1—-2) 2

(14)

Substituting the result (14) into Eq. (7), along with the
normalization factor A/, we obtain an expression for the
transversely polarized vector meson wave function [62-66],

4z(1 -
/(1—2z—0/1)¥6’1‘r
2z(1 —2)r% mjszz Jrm}R2 (1s)
R 82(1—2) 2

|
function (15) for the p and J/yw mesons are listed in
Table I below.

Before we proceed, we note here that vector meson
light-cone wave functions are, indeed, model dependent.
It would therefore be hard to estimate the accuracy of a
specific numerical prediction based on those wave func-
tions. However, our goal in this work is more qualitative
than quantitative. For our purposes, we need the J/y wave
function to be dominated by smaller gg pairs, while
the p-meson wave function needs to favor larger dipole
sizes. The wave function (15) certainly satisfies these
properties.

For future calculations, it is easier to simplify Eq. (4) a
little. Substituting Eqgs. (5) and (15) into Eq. (4), summing
over polarizations 4,1, 6,6 and quark colors, and inte-
grating over the angles of r while assuming the dipole
amplitude to be independent of the r direction, we arrive at
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FIG. 5.

A diagrammatic representation of Eq. (17). Vertical rectangles denote the shock waves in the amplitude and in the complex

conjugate amplitude, while the solid vertical line denotes the final state cut.

2
apmZ 1 o
“A-VA EM 2R2
o, = L N2N2 iR / dzdz’/ drydr’ r v,
0 0

el

X {%z(l -2+ (1=2)?|riasK, (rias) + mJZCKO(rJ_af)} exp [_

4
X {FZI(I =)+ (1 =) K, (F d)) + ml}%KO(r’La})} exp [—

X/szlN(rl,bL,Y)N(rl,bl,Y).

Here aff =7/(1-2)Q% +m; and agy = e*/(4x). The
assumption of N(r,b,Y) = N(r ,b,,Y) that we employ
here is valid in the quasiclassical approximation for a large
nucleus [25-28] and for the leading contribution to high-
energy scattering (see, e.g., [7]). Diagrammatically,
Eq. (17) can be represented by the graph in Fig. 5, where
we separately integrate over the transverse sizes r,, | of
the dipole in the amplitude and in the complex conjugate
amplitude, and over the impact parameter b, common to
both amplitudes.

B. Inclusive hadron or jet production

The ratio Rypc in Eq. (3) also contains the inclusive
hadron or jet production cross section. Our goal here is to
assess the behavior of Rypc with varying nuclear atomic
number A. We will assume that at small-x fragmentation
and jet showering happen mainly outside the cold nuclear
medium of the target nucleus and are, therefore, A
independent. Hence, we will omit such final-state inter-
actions from our analysis and concentrate on calculating the
quark production cross section, which we will then use to
derive the A dependence of the double ratio Rypc.

To calculate the inclusive quark production cross section,
we again consider the dipole picture of the photon-nucleus
scattering, which is the dominant contribution at high
energy (small x). A typical contributing diagram is shown
in Fig. 6, constructed by analogy to Fig. 3. The difference
now is that the target proton or nucleus can break up, which
means the interaction is no longer color singlet. Moreover,
the gg pair resulting from the virtual photon’s splitting does

2(1-2)F  miR?
R? 8z(1 —z2)
27(1=7)r? mjchz
R 87(1—2)

(17)

not recombine into a vector meson. Both the quark and
antiquark in the pair can fragment into independent hadrons
or jets. We will calculate the quark production cross section
(with the produced quark denoted by the cross in Fig. 6): in
the eikonal approximation employed here, the antiquark
production cross section is exactly the same.

The scattering amplitude in Fig. 6 can be factorized into
a convolution of the photon light-cone wave function with
the dipole amplitude for the gg pair scattering on the
nucleus. In a light-cone perturbation theory calculation
[57], to the diagram in Fig. 6 one has to add the

y,1—=z2

FIG. 6. A diagram contributing to the scattering amplitude for
the inclusive single quark production in the virtual photon-target
proton (nucleus) scattering. The measured quark is marked by
a cross.
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noninteracting contribution where the y — gg splitting
takes place to the right of the shock wave. The result for

the differential cross section df; was first derived in [70]
T

and is also given by Eq. (85) of [71] in terms of the dipole S
matrix. Recalling that this § matrix is S =1 — N for the
dipole amplitude N, we write

do 1 I dz i (x—x) | . —ad .
For ATy g PP TS D =)
P

! !/
x [N(x—y,xgy,Y> +N<x’—y,X+y,Y> —N(X—X’,XJ;X Yﬂ (18)

where the sum over the final-state quark polarizations and
colors is implied in the product of light-cone wave functions.
As we have mentioned earlier, in UPCs the virtual photon has
a very small virtuality (Q* ~ 400-900 MeV?). Therefore we
only need to consider transversely polarized photons, with
Eq. (18) including the averaging over the virtual photon
polarizations. Also, note that we are continuing to use the
N(r, b, Y) notation for the dipole amplitudes, resulting in a
|

do _ 2NcaEMZ.}2‘
d*pr (27)*

. , 1
/d2de2x’Ld2yLe_’p'<"_x)/ dz
0

|
slightly more complicated than usual argument of the dipole
amplitudes in Eq. (18).

The expression (18) can also be further simplified.
Substituting the virtual photon light-cone wave function
from Eq. (5) into Eq. (18), averaging over photon polar-
izations and summing over final-state quark and antiquark
polarizations, we obtain

« {[zz T+ (-2 ETI Y 0K (- lag) 4+ m2Ko(Ix — vlap)Ko(lx' — y|a,,»>}

a
I x —y[|x' —y|

! /
X {N(x—y,XT—'—y,Y) —|—N<X’—y,XT+y,Y) —N(x—x’,x—gx ,Y)} (19)

Some of the integrals in Eq. (19) can be carried out explicitly. This is done in the Appendix, resulting in

do NCaEMijf /1 . p'r
= dz/aﬂr d*b e"p""{zz—l— 1—z2[4iaK riar)——————2Ko(r a
JZPT (2][)3 0 € 1 [ ( ) ] f 1( 1 f) (pi +a%)rL 0( € f)
4m; miry
—i—rJ_ale(rJ_af)} +mK0(rJ_le>— Kl(rj_af)}N(r,b,Y). (20)

In arriving at Eq. (20), we have employed the fact that

/dszN(r,b,Y) :/deLN(—r,b,Y), (21)

which is valid due to N being a scalar quantity and our
unpolarized proton or nuclear target having no preferred
transverse direction.

IV. ESTIMATES OF THE DOUBLE RATIO IN UPCS

Our next goal is to study the dependence of the double
ratio Rypc from Eq. (3) on the atomic number A for
different vector mesons. We will pick the p meson as an
example of a vector meson whose wave function is

I
dominated by “large” dipole sizes, and J/y meson as an
example of a small-dipole-size meson. Below we evaluate
the A dependence of Rypc for these two mesons analyti-
cally and numerically. We will first work in the quasiclass-
ical GGM/MYV approximation [25-28], then we will include
LO small-x BK/JIMWLK evolution [15-24].

A. Double ratio in the quasiclassical approximation

1. Elastic J/w and p production: Heuristic
estimates and numerical integration

In Eq. (4) [or Eq. (17)], the dipole amplitude N(r, b, Y)
describes the interaction of the quark-antiquark pair with
the target nucleus. In processes where saturation effects are
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taken into account, one has to include multiple gluon
exchanges between the ¢g pair and the nucleus. Including
t-channel gluon exchanges to all orders in the GGM/MV
model leads to the dipole amplitude [25]

2 Q2(b) 1
Y)=1- - = 22
N(r,b,Y) exp{ 1 anA} (22)
with the saturation scale Q, given by
2 2 Cr

Here T'(b) is the nuclear profile (thickness) function,

T(b) = /_oo dzp(b,z), (24)

[Se]

where p(b, z) is the nucleon number density in the nucleus,
A is the infrared (IR) cutoff, and Cj is the fundamental
Casimir operator of SU(N,). We should point out that the
dipole amplitude given in Eq. (22) does not include small-x
evolution: this is why Q?(b) here is independent of energy/
rapidity Y, leading to similarly energy-independent dipole
amplitude N(r,b,Y) in Eq. (22).

Our goal now is to determine the dependence of the
elastic VM production cross section on the atomic number
A. After a closer inspection of Eq. (17), we see that the A
dependence is contained entirely in the b integral

/dszN(rL, b,,Y)N(¥/,b.,Y) (25)

over the transverse area of the nucleus. This integral is hard
to evaluate exactly analytically. Therefore, we have to make
approximations for the dipole amplitude N(r,b,Y) based
on whether r, and 7/, are larger or smaller than 1/Q,(b),
which corresponds to the dipole r, and/or the dipole
being inside or outside the saturation regime (see Fig. 5).
Since the integrations over | and #/| range over all positive
values between 0 and oo, we have three cases to consider:
i ry.r,<1/0Q,, @) rp, v 21/0Q, and (i) r; <
1/Q. 7, 2 1/Q;. The case when ¥, < 1/Q,,r) 2 1/0;
gives the same contribution as the case (iii), due to the
r < r’ symmetry of Eq. (17). As follows from Eq. (17), the
dipole sized r | and 7/, are controlled by the convolutions of
the virtual photon and vector meson wave functions with
the dipole size dependence of the amplitude N.
In these three regions we obtain different A scaling, using
the following arguments:
() r., 7, <1/Q,: We approximate the dipole ampli-
tude (22) outside the saturation region by expanding
it to the lowest order in r; Q(b), such that

riQi(b) 1
N(I’, b, Y)|rJ_Qx(b><<l NLTIHH—A X A1/3,

(26a)

roi(b), 1
N(r/,b, Y)|rlQ.\(b)<<1 NTIH’JJ——A X A]/37

(26b)

where the last proportionality follows from
Q2(b) « T(b)  A'/3. Since the area integral scales
as [d*b, ~A*3, we conclude that

/dzblN(r, b,Y)N(r',b,Y) x AY3,

‘rl.rﬁ_<<1/QS

(27)

@) r;,r, Z1/Q,: Inside the saturation region we
approximate

N(r,b.Y)|, o mz1 #N('.b, Y)|r’LQ\.(b)zl ~1, (28)

such that

/ b N(x, b, Y)N(X', b, Y)|, 51/, x A*.
(29)

(iii) ry <1/Qy.r) 21/Q; (or ry < 1/Q;.r1 2 1/0Qy):
With one dipole being outside the saturation region,
and another one being inside, we have

2 N2 1
ro: In

30
& "FA (30a)

N(r,b,Y), o ()< ®

N(r,, b, Y)|rlQA(b)21 ~1. (30b)

This leads to

/ dzbJ_N(r, b, Y)N(r/, b, Y)‘VJ_«I/Q;-J’/LR]/QX x A.
(31)

Hence, we conclude that the elastic vector meson produc-
tion cross section scales with A as a power of A,

o, A7V & AC (32)
with o between 2/3 and 4/3. The precise power of the
scaling depends on the size of the vector meson: if the size
of the vector meson is small (e.g., J/y), then the integral
contribution would be dominated by region (i), and

A A . . .
ol A7VA « A*13; if the size of the vector meson is large
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(e.g., p), then the integral contribution would be dominated
by region (iii), and ¢/, """ « A%/3. Therefore, a transition
from outside the saturation region into the saturation region
should lead to the decrease of the (effective) power «
defined in Eq. (32).

Notice that in Eq. (17) the integrand as a function of the
dipole sizes r; and r/| is dominated by the Gaussian and the
modified Bessel functions (which decrease exponentially at
large r, and /), so that the main contribution comes from

the regions where r ,r| < iR For J/y production in

UPCs, where Q% ~ 0 and ap~m,~1.27 GeV, this corre-
spondstor,,r| < % ~0.79 GeV~'. At relatively low x (x

between 1073 and 107*), the typical saturation scale for a
gold nucleus (A = 197) is about Q, ~1 GeV (see, e.g.,
Fig. 3.14 in [9]). We see that the r| , /| integrals in Eq. (17)
are dominated by the nonsaturated region (i), so that
6" A=IWA « A*3 . However, these integrals do include con-
tributions from larger r,, 7|, coming from the saturation
region. Therefore, in an exact evaluation of Eq. (17), one may
expect to see an A scaling that is slightly slower than A*/3,
especially at the largest A when 1/Q; starts to become
comparable to the size of J/y and saturation effects start to
settle in.

The results of our analysis above are supported by
numerical calculations. To evaluate Eq. (17) numerically
for the case of UPCs, we put Q? =900 MeV2. The
parameters of the vector meson wave functions, N and
R, which are used in Eq. (15) are listed here in Table I.

We use the quasiclassical dipole amplitude that is given
by (see, e.g., [72])

N(r,b,Y) =1 —exp {— rin(b) In (JA + e> } (33)

to be able to integrate over r;, > 1/A without having
an unphysical negative N in that region [cf. Eq. (22)].
For forward kinematics at RHIC we use the value of the
saturation scale for Au nuclei at x~2 x 1073 and b, =0
from Fig. 3.9 of [9] to write

0200 = (1.6ev?) 1 () oty - )

[ » /
= (1 GeV?) —2—%(%)1 3H(RA —by). (34)

where, for simplicity, we consider the nucleus to be
a sphere of radius R, with a uniform nucleon number
density p = 0.40 fm= = 0.0031 GeV?, such that T(b) =
2p\/R% —b%. We approximate Ry~ 1243 fm=
6A'3 GeV~! and choose A = 0.2 GeV for the IR cutoff.
We also use apy = 1/137, ay =1/3, N, =3, and Z; =
2/3 for J/y.

In Fig. 7 we present a log-log plot of the J/y elastic
production cross section versus A. The slope between the
two adjacent data points starts at about @ = 1.26 at A = 1,
and then gradually decreases to about @ = 1.12 at A = 208
(Pb). [The power a is defined in Eq. (32) above.] We see
that the A-scaling power « of the elastic J/y production in
UPCs is smaller than the (analytical) nonsaturated value of
4/3, indicating that there are some saturation effects
present in the process. The decrease of the slope with
increasing A is indeed what we expected, since saturation is
more manifest in a larger nucleus. Note also that the
magnitude of the cross section o7,*~//** for Au nuclei,
A = 197, appears to be somewhat above the data recently
reported by the STAR Collaboration at RHIC [73,74], but is
closer to the experimental values measured by the ALICE
Collaboration at the LHC (see Fig. 4 in [31]) for scattering
on a similarly sized Pb nucleus despite the relative
crudeness of the approximations we have made here.

Similarly, we perform a numerical evaluation of Eq. (17)
for the p meson using the same quasiclassical dipole
amplitude (33). The p-meson wave function parameters
are also given in Table I. For the p meson one uses an
effective value of Z, = 1/ V2 [67]. In Fig. 8 we show the
log-log plot of the elastic p production cross section in
UPCs versus A. The slope between the adjacent data points
starts at about a = 0.90 at A = 1, and gradually decreases
to about @ = 0.75 at A = 208. We see that the A-scaling
power «a is smaller than that for J/y, as we expected, since
p is a larger meson which is more affected by saturation
effects, which tend to reduce a. Moreover, extrapolating the
plot in Fig. 8 to the unrealistically high A = 300, we see
that the power «a approaches the “ideal” value of 2/3 for a
fully saturated process in the regime (ii) considered above,
thus agreeing with our analytic estimate.

To summarize our observations here, we see that
saturation effects tend to reduce the effective power «

J/y production cross section as a function of A

UV* A—)J/(]JA’ b
100 -
= /
o*®
L] ...
10F o
L]
5 .
o
L]
1k
0.5
L]
ol L L L L A
1 5 10 50 100

FIG. 7. A log-log plot of the elastic J/y production cross
section versus the atomic number A of the target nucleus. The
quasiclassical dipole amplitude used here is given in Eq. (33).
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p production cross section as a function of A

*
ch A—»pA’ b

1x10°

5x10%

1x10% .

5000 -

1000 -

1 5 10 50 100
FIG. 8. A log-log plot of the elastic p production cross section

versus the atomic number A of the target nucleus. The quasi-
classical dipole amplitude used here is given in Eq. (33).

from Eq. (32). A transition to the saturation regime can
happen in two ways. We can increase the atomic number A
of the nucleus, while considering the elastic production
cross section for the same vector meson. Saturation would
lead to the decrease of the slope @ with A, as observed
separately in Fig. 7 and in Fig. 8. Alternatively, saturation
can be reached by increasing the size of the vector meson.
Hence, in going from J/y to the p meson, by comparing
Fig. 7 to Fig. 8, we see that a decreases as well between
these two figures due to saturation effects.

2. Inclusive production cross section

Now let us use the above estimates to evaluate the A
scaling of the double ratio Rypc from Eq. (3). Since the
elastic cross section has been found above, we also need the
A scaling of the inelastic hadron/jet production cross
section. To obtain that we will use Eq. (20), in which
the r, integral is restricted to r; < min{1/ps,1/as} by
the Fourier exponential and by the modified Bessel
functions coming from the virtual photon wave function.
Since the typical jet or net hadron production cross section
is dominated by light flavors, we see that in UPCs a for
Eq. (20) would be rather small, of the order of several tens
of MeV, such that ay < py: hence, we only have the r; <
1/ py constraint on the range of r |, before we account for
the dipole amplitude N.

For p; > Q, wehave r| < 1/Q;, in Eq. (20), placing us
outside the saturation region. Using the approximation
from Eqs. (26) for the dipole amplitude, we see that
N « A'/3, such that

do

— x A 35
dsz Pr>0Q; ( )

after we integrate over the impact parameters b between the
dipole and the nucleus.

For low momenta, pr < Q, (while still py > Agcp with
Aqcp the QCD confinement scale), we have the typical
ri ~1/pr 2 1/Q,, such that the r| integral in Eq. (20) is
largely inside the saturation region. We then apply the
approximation N = 1 in Eq. (20) [see (28)] to obtain

do
& prly, <o,

x A?/3 (36)

after integration over b. The results in Egs. (35) and (36) are
consistent with the expectations of saturation physics for
particle production in dilute-dense scattering, like the
proton-nucleus collisions considered in [49]. Similar to
the elastic vector meson production process considered
above, saturation effects tend to reduce the power of A for
the inclusive production cross section as well.

3. A-scaling for the double ratio for J /w and p production

Let us first summarize our results for the elastic vector
meson production and the inelastic hadron/jet production,
before constructing cross section ratios. The elastic vector
production cross section scales approximately as

4/3

7*A=VA A3,
Gel & 2/3 . . . .

A2/3,  inside the saturation region.

outside the saturation region, (37)

Here transition in or out of the saturation region is obtained
by varying A and/or the typical dipole size r . The latter is
varied in UPCs by choosing different-size vector mesons,
with J/y being smaller than p. The inelastic cross section
has an A scaling that is dependent on the transverse
momentum py of the produced quark:

d A, > U,
40« { pr>Q (38)
dsz A2/3’ pr<< Qs

The transition into the saturation regime depends on the
value of p; compared to Q,, with the latter depending on A
as well.

Taking the ratio of the elastic vector meson production
cross section to the inelastic hadron/jet production cross
section, we have the following results. For J/y production,
assuming that J/y is small enough for the process to be
outside the saturation region, we first define and calculate
the single ratio

*A—J /WA 1
R{/W<A) — o4 v « {A% pr> 0y, (39)
- do 2
&pr A5, pr < Qs-

If we take the double ratio proposed in Eq. (3), the
prefactors which depend on p; only would mostly drop
out (given that we evaluate the inelastic cross sections at the
same pr), and we obtain the following A scaling for Rypc,
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Rupc

Jy, pr>>Qg

Jiw, pr<<Qs

p. pT<<Qs

~<o
-
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FIG. 9. A plot of our approximate estimates for the double ratio Rypc as a function of A, with Rypc given by Eqgs. (40) and (41) in the

quasiclassical approximation.

Pr > Qs’

(40)
rr << Qs .

J L
riv _R(A) {Aa,
TORMp) Al

We see that inside the saturation region for the inclusive

cross section (pr < Q,), the A scaling of R{J/PWC comes
with a higher power of A than outside the saturation
region (pr > Q).

For the p meson production, assuming it is large enough
for its elastic production cross section to mainly probe the
saturation region, we have the following double ratio due to
a different A scaling in the elastic process:

A7,
A =1,

pPr > Qs’

41
rr << Qs' ( )

R/I)JPC = {

Again, we see that the power of A is lower outside the
saturation region, by the same amount of 1/3 as in Eq. (40).

Note also, that in going from J/y to the larger p meson,
the powers of A decreased in Rypc. So the double ratio
appears to be sensitive to how one approaches the satu-
ration region: while lowering pr leads to the double ratio
having a higher power of A, increasing the dipole (meson)
size leads to a decrease of the double ratio for the same A
and py.

A plot of our result for Rypc in Egs. (40) and (41) is
shown in Fig. 9, demonstrating different A dependence of
the double ratio for J/y and p mesons. Note that a more
careful numerical evaluation of the double ratio, akin to that
done in Figs. 7 and 8, is left for future work: for the realistic
inelastic hadron production cross section one would need to
augment Eq. (20) by the fragmentation functions. In RHIC
kinematics, large-x effects may need to be included as well,
for the higher p; values. Additionally, small-x evolution
has to be included into the dipole amplitude N for very
small x values, as reached in the forward direction at RHIC

and LHC. This is what we will do next, to test the validity
of our conclusions here.

B. Double ratio with small-x evolution

1. Elastic vector meson production

The results of Sec. IVA, given by Egs. (40) and (41),
were obtained using the quasiclassical dipole scattering
amplitude (22). However, in practice, radiative corrections
need to be incorporated if one wants to obtain a more
realistic result, especially at small x. In the dipole picture,
where the color dipole collides with the target nucleus, the
dipole radiates gluons during the process if there is a
sufficient scattering energy available. These gluon emis-
sions/absorptions result in corrections to the dipole ampli-
tude N(r,b,Y) that are described by the BK/JIMWLK
evolution equations [15-24], making N(r, b, Y) depend on
the rapidity interval ¥ between the dipole and the target
nucleus. One consequence of the BK evolution is the
extended geometric scaling behavior outside the saturation
region (see [51,52,75,76]) and the geometric scaling
behavior inside the saturation region (see [77]). Outside
the saturation region in the extended geometric region the
dipole amplitude takes the form [53]

N(r,b,Y) o [r5 Q%(b, Y)]re, (42)
where 7., ~ 0.6275 is the solution of
dy(¥er)
) =7e 43
X(Ver) =7Ver . (43)

with y(y) being the eigenvalue of the LO BFKL kernel
given by
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where y(y) = ll:/((;/)) .

(44)

2(r) =2w(1) —y(y) —w(l —y),

With the small-x evolution included, the saturation scale Q,
is now a function of rapidity Y given by

B aNox(7er)
Q,(b.Y) = Qy(b) exp [TW Y}

~ 0,(b) exp [2.44 % Y} , (45)

where Q,(b) is the quasiclassical saturation scale from
Eq. (34) in Sec. IVA. Note that we still have Q, (b, Y)? «
A'/3. We see that N(r, b, Y) in Eq. (42) depends only on the
combined quantity r, Q (b, Y), instead of depending on two
variables r | and Y separately, a behavior known as geometric
scaling [51-53,75-78]. Note that our treatment of the impact
parameter b dependence of the saturation scale is approxi-
mate [79—84], but should suffice in the spirit of our mainly
qualitative arguments here.

Deep inside the saturation region, the dipole amplitude is
given by the Levin-Tuchin (LT) formula [77],

N(r,b,Y) =1—Syexp {— Per In?[r3 Q2(b, Y)]},

2¢(Yer)
(46)

where S, is a constant specified along the saturation
boundary curve r; = 1/Q,(b,Y). Again, we see the geo-
metric scaling behavior: N(r,b,Y) depends only on the
combined quantity r, Q (b, Y). For a detailed discussion
and derivation of these scaling results see Chapter 4.5
in [7].

Let us now examine the A dependence of the elastic vector
meson production in UPCs, if we use the dipole amplitude in
the scaling region, given by either Eq. (42) or Eq. (46), in
Eq. (17). Going back to Eq. (17), with the dipole amplitude
now depending on Y, we apply the same arguments as in
Sec. IVA. We divide the integration over r, and 7/, into
three regions: (i) r,,r, <1/Q,, (i) ry.r, 21/0;,
(iii) r, < 1/Qy, ¥, Z 1/Q; or vice versa. For J /y produc-
tion, assuming it is small enough to be entirely outside the
saturation region, the integral in Eq. (17) is dominated by
region (i), so we use Eq. (42) to approximate the dipole
amplitude N(r,b,Y). Since Q?(b,Y) xA!'/3, we have
N ~ A7/3_ such that o7,*7/¥* « AX1H7e)_ For p produc-
tion, assuming the dipole is large enough to be inside the
saturation region, the integral in Eq. (17) is dominated by
region (ii), so we use the approximation that N(r, b, Y) ~ 1
(instead of the LT formula) for convenience. We would then
have ag A=PA « A3, the same as in the quasiclassical regime
of Sec. IVA.

Since the 7, /| integrals in Eq. (17) run over the entire
range of r,,r| €[0,00], we would like to perform a
numerical integration to obtain a more precise estimate
of the A scaling for the elastic cross sections. This time, we
use a dipole amplitude that is a solution of the BK evolution
equation. Unfortunately, the exact analytic solution to the
BK equation is not known, so we have to either solve the
BK equation numerically, or resort to an approximation. In
our present exploratory study, we choose the latter, and
approximate the dipole scattering amplitude by piecing
together the extended geometric scaling behavior for-
mula (42) outside the saturation region (r; < 1/Q,) with
the LT formula (46) inside the saturated regime
(r; 2 1/Q,). In addition, we require the dipole amplitude
to be continuous at r; = 1/Q,. We thus write

N(r.b.Y) = (1= 5,)[r1Q3(b. Y)]"~0(1 — r Q(b.Y))

Ver

- {1 _SOGXP{_%(% )

Here S, is some constant determined by the initial con-
dition for the forward scattering amplitude. Since the curve
Q,(Y) which describes the rapidity dependence of the
saturation scale Q, is determined by requiring the dipole
amplitude N(1/Q,(Y), Y) to be constant along this curve,
we have the freedom to choose what this constant value is
as long as it is of the order of 1. This, in turn, leads to the
freedom in Sy. A typical choice of S, motivated by the

GGM/MYV model [cf. Eq. (22)] is to take Sy = e, Using
this Sy in Eq. (47) and employing the resulting dipole
amplitude to perform the numerical integrations in Eq. (17)
lead to the log-log plot of J/y elastic production cross

n2[2 (b, Y”H 0(r0,(b.¥) ~ 1), (47)

[
section versus A depicted in Fig. 10 for a sample of small x
values, x = {1072,1073, 107, 1075}. The saturation scale
is given by Eq. (45) with Q(b) from Eq. (34). We
put a;, = 0.12 in Eq. (45) to account for the effects of
higher-order corrections on the x dependence of the
saturation scale in our leading-order formalism. [Note that
here Y = In(xy/x) with xy =2 x 107.]

In Fig. 10 we see the expected trend of the scattering
cross section increasing with increasing scattering energy
(with decreasing x). The slopes a from Eq. (32), calculated
again using pairs of adjacent data points in Fig. 10, are
summarized in Table II. We observe that the slope at larger
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J/y production cross section as a function of A
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FIG. 10. A log-log plot of the elastic J/y production cross section versus the atomic number A of the target nucleus for four different x
values, x = {1072, 1073, 107*,107°}. The dipole amplitude used here includes small-x evolution and is given in Eq. (47).

values of x, x = 1072 or x = 1073, is very close to the
estimated value of % (1 +7y.,) ~ 1.085 in region (i) consid-
ered above (outside of the saturation region), indicating that
the elastic J/y production process for larger x is indeed
nonsaturated in our picture, but is still inside the geometric
scaling region. However, as we go to lower x, the scaling
power a decreases significantly, becoming much smaller
than in the quasiclassical case, while still remaining
significantly above the fully saturated value of 2/3. This
implies that the increase of Q; at small x moves the J/y
production process more into the saturated region.
Performing a similar numerical integration by using the
amplitude (47) in Eq. (17), but now for the elastic p meson
production yields the log-log plot shown in Fig. 11. The
slope of the data points is summarized in Table III. The
scaling powers « are smaller than those for J/y production,
which is expected since saturation effects are stronger for
the larger mesons like p. For small x values such as
x = 107>, the slope is very close to the 2/3 scaling power
for a fully saturated process [region (ii) above]. However
for larger x, even for x = 1073, it deviates quite noticeably
from the above estimate of « = 2/3 for a perfectly saturated

TABLE II. The effective scaling power @ of A for the J/y
elastic production cross section (the slopes in Fig. 10) for

. A= [y A
different x values: o/, *7//V* o A2,

X Slope at A =1 Slope at A = 208
1072 1.08 1.06
1073 1.06 1.04
104 1.05 0.96
1073 0.98 0.85

process, and a is larger than that extracted from Fig. 8 for
the quasiclassical case. This is because N(r,b,Y)
approaches 1 more slowly in the LT formula [cf. Eq. (46)]
than in the quasiclassical case [cf. Eq. (33)]: in the latter case,
N approaches 1 exponentially in 72 instead of the exponen-
tial of In?[r3 Q2] in the former case (the LT formula). Hence,
the saturation effects in terms of A scaling manifest them-
selves less when evolution corrections are included.

Still, the overall pattern for the elastic vector meson
production remains the same after inclusion of small-x
evolution corrections: the effect of saturation is to reduce
the power of A in the cross section. Again, this reduction
can be achieved by either increasing A or by increasing the
dipole size (in going from J/y to p). Additionally, with
small-x evolution included, the reduction of the power of A
can be achieved by going to smaller x.

2. Inclusive production cross section

Similar to what we did for the elastic vector meson
production, we can include small-x evolution in the
inclusive production cross section (20) by using the dipole
amplitude N(r,b,Y) given by the solution of the BK
equation. Again, we separately consider the py > Q, and
Agep < pr < Q; cases.

Outside the saturation region, when pr > Q,, the
contribution to the r; integral in Eq. (20) mainly comes
from the region where r| < 1/p; < 1/Q;, so we are in
the extended geometric scaling region. Hence we approxi-
mate N(r, b, Y) by Eq. (42), which leads to N « A¥er | and
consequently

do
2
d”pr pr>0,

o AFHer, (48)
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o production cross section as a function of A
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FIG. 11.

A log-log plot of the elastic p meson production cross section as a function of the atomic number A of the target nucleus for

four different x values, x = {1072,1073,107%,107>}. The dipole amplitude used here includes small-x evolution and is given

in Eq. (47).

Inside the saturation region, when Agep < pr < Oy,
the contribution to the integral in Eq. (20) mainly comes
from the region where 1/Q,<r;, <1/py, so we are

probing the saturation region. Hence we approximate
N(r,b,Y) =~ 1, and consequently

do

— x A%/3, 49
d*pr Pr0, (#9)

the same as in the quasiclassical case.

3. A scaling for the double ratio for J /yw and p production

Let us combine the results above for the elastic vector
meson production and the inclusive hadron/jet production.
The analytic results of Sec. IV B 1 can be summarized as

S ASVA Ai+re) - outside the saturation region,
O 2 .. . .
A5, inside the saturation region.
(50)
TABLE III.  The effective scaling power a of A for the p meson

elastic production cross section (the slopes in Fig. 11) for
different x values: o/, 7"* & A%,

X Slope at A =1 Slope at A = 208
1072 1.03 0.90
1073 0.92 0.79
104 0.80 0.72
1073 0.73 0.69

Similarly, the results of Sec. IV B2 are

Pr > Qm
A%a pT << QS'

d A+
. { (51)

x
dsz

We see that when the small-x evolution is taken into
account, we have the following single ratio of the elastic
J/w production cross section to the inelastic jet/hadron
production cross section:

Y A-JT /WA Aly”
J O ery Pt > Qs’
R = o { (52)
P pr Ader, pr < Q.
Taking the double ratio gives
Ao pr>Q
J ’ T )
RU/PVé = { 2 ’ (53)
A, pr < Q.
For the p meson, the double ratio now is
A_%YCr’ >> -
Ripc = { % pr> 0, (54)
A'=1, pr<Q,.

Using y., = 0.6275, we plot our results from Egs. (53)
and (54) for Rypc versus A in Fig. 12. Figure 12 is
qualitatively similar to Fig. 9, with the somewhat lower
powers of A for some of the curves in Fig. 12. Further
phenomenological analysis of the double ratio, which may
involve solving the evolution equations at next-to-leading
(NLO) order [85-88], along with constructing NLO
expressions for the corresponding elastic and inclusive
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FIG. 12. The double ratio Rypc plotted versus A for the case where we include LO small-x evolution into the elastic and inclusive cross

sections. The figure illustrates the results in Eqgs. (53) and (54).

cross sections (see, e.g., [89]), is left for the future work
improving on our present exploratory study.

V. FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES AT RHIC AND LHC

In the near term at RHIC, there are two running
experiments, SPHENIX and STAR, taking high-luminosity
Au + Au and p + p data at 200 GeV center-of-mass energy
for Run 2024 and Run 2025. There is a possibility of a
p -+ Au run in 2024, if conditions allow, which will be
valuable for the baseline measurement of scattering on the
proton. (Note that STAR performed a d + Au UPC J/y
measurement [90], but the data do not have a dedicated jet
trigger.) These two runs will provide the highest-statistics
UPC samples for the entire RHIC era.

Specifically, the SPHENIX experiment is a brand new
detector with the capability of performing UPC measure-
ments, while the STAR experiment has a well-established
UPC program, and the newly installed forward detector
system will provide a large extension in the kinematic
phase space for UPCs. The advantage of UPC measure-
ments at RHIC is the unique kinematics that transitions
from high x to low x, where saturation physics is expected
to start playing a role (x < 0.01). Furthermore, with the
extension of the STAR forward rapidity coverage, meas-
urement of the UPC jet or semi-inclusive hadron photo-
production events may become possible with dedicated
triggers. Together with VM production, e.g., p and J /y, the
single and double ratio observables we proposed here can
be measured experimentally. Due to the excellent tracking
system in STAR, it is possible to measure the photo-
production of ¢ meson with soft kaon decays for the first
time (average momentum for the kaon daughter is around
100 MeV/c), which will provide an extra handle on the
mass or dipole size dependence of our proposed
observables.

At the LHC, the Run 3 has just started with three heavy-
ion runs scheduled. All four LHC experiments have been

participating in UPC measurements [31,91-99]. Due to the
higher center-of-mass energy, the kinematic phase space for
most experiments is expected to be deep into the saturation
regime. There is even a hint of saturation phenomenon
recently reported by the CMS experiment [29], although
the interpretation is not entirely clear. The ATLAS experi-
ment, although it has not yet reported any VM photo-
production measurement, has pioneered UPC jets study in
the past years based on the data from Run 2. There is a good
experimental opportunity for the ATLAS experiment to
simultaneously measure elastic VM and inclusive jet
productions in UPCs to study the single and double ratios
proposed in this paper. In addition, an oxygen-oxygen
collision run is possible at the LHC in Run 3, which would
provide an extra point in the A-dependent (A = 16) UPC
measurement. In the longer term, when the LHC Run-4
data will become available, there will be still a few years
before the operation of the EIC. At Run-4, the ALICE
experiment may have a forward calorimeter upgrade [100]
that will be able to probe x down to x ~ 1076, This will be
another great opportunity for testing our proposed mea-
surements quantitatively.

VI. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

In this paper, inspired by the double ratio of the
diffractive to total cross section in DIS to be measured
at the EIC [9], we have proposed a novel double ratio,
Rypc(A) in Eq. (3), that is also sensitive to saturation
effects and can be measured in the UPCs at RHIC and
LHC. More precisely, we have performed a calculation of
Rypc(A) for J/y and p meson production in the saturation
framework. Within this framework, we have considered the
quasiclassical approximation first, and included the small-x
evolution later. Our results for the double ratios are given in
Egs. (40) and (41) in the quasiclassical case and by
Egs. (53) and (54) for the small-x evolution case. In both
calculations, we observe a different dependence of
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Rypc(A) on the atomic number A inside and outside the
saturation region.

Whether we are probing the physics inside or outside the
saturation region is determined by the transverse momen-
tum p; of the hadron or jet: for py < Q, the inclusive
production cross section in the denominator of the single
ratio R; [defined in Eq. (39)] is largely probing the physics
inside the saturation region, while for pr > Q; it is
probing the physics outside the saturation region. The size
of the produced meson in the elastic cross section also
affects whether saturation region is probed or not in the
elastic cross section in the numerator of R;. In the case of a
relatively compact meson production, for J/y, the double
ratio Rypc(A) grows faster with A inside the saturation
region (pr < Q) than outside (p7 > Q,), as follows from
Egs. (40) and (53). For a larger meson, like p, the double
ratio Rypc(A) decreases with A outside the saturation
region (pr > Q,), and remains relatively flat in A inside
the saturation region (pr < Q,), as per Egs. (41) and (54).

If our, admittedly preliminary, estimates are confirmed
by the future more detailed calculations, possibly involving
NLO corrections to the cross sections and evolution
equations, then one may be able to conclude that the A
dependence of Rypc(A) would be a novel signal of
saturation physics, to be explored in the current and future
UPC measurements at RHIC and LHC.

To prepare for the future experiments and to make sure
the behavior predicted here is unique to saturation physics,
one has to compare the saturation predictions for Rypc to
those coming from other calculations. In particular, similar
to [9], one may consider the LTS model [45-48]. While our
Rypc(A) has not been calculated in the LTS model yet, a
similar (single) ratio of the diffractive to inclusive dijet
production cross sections in UPCs was studied recently in
[101]. The conclusion of [101] appears to indicate that the
diffractive to inclusive dijet ratio in the LTS picture
decreases with the atomic number A when comparing

ultraperipheral p 4+ p and A + A collisions. This means
|

/dzxidzyj_eip'(x/—y) / dlee—ip~(x—y){[z2 —+ (1 - Z)Z]G%KIUXI - Y|l1f)

/
L{qu eiQ'(X_Y) Nl x — y, X—H , Y
g1 +a; 2

) 1
el (x-y) m%K0(|x’ — y\af) /

q
x | & —
/ N +a 2

— / dledzyj_eip'(x/_y}{[zz + (] - Z)Z]ale (|X/ — y|af)(—2m)

27m? x +
f / / y
Ky(|x' —y|a N(x -y, VY
pi"‘a}% 0(| y| f)} < y D) >

= 271'/ dledlee—ip‘(x—x’){[zz + (1= 2)?JasK,(|x — x'|a;)i

!
xN(x’—x,X—;X ,Y),

that the corresponding double ratio, if constructed, would
be smaller than 1 and decreasing with A. This appears to be
different from the A dependence we obtained above for
Rypc in most (though not all) regimes considered, making
us cautiously optimistic that an LTS-based calculation for
Rypc would lead to a significantly different A dependence
from that in the saturation picture, potentially allowing one
to distinguish between the two approaches using the future
UPCs data.
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APPENDIX: CALCULATIONAL DETAILS

Using the following integral formulas,

d’ .
/q2 iiﬁ e’ = 27Ky (asx,), (Ala)
L1 f
/dqu 3 4 zeiqvx = 27Tiaf'K] (lexl)i, (Alb)
q1 +ay X1

we can perform some of the integrals in Eq. (19) term by
term:

/

x' —y 1

|x" —y]| . 2riay

p-(x'—y)
(Pl +aj)lx' —yl

2
p-(x-x) f
— Ko(|x — x'|ay)
(Pi+ap)lx=x| pi+a; !

(A2a)
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Substituting Eqs. (A2) into Eq. (19), relabeling variables appropriately, and employing Eq. (21) leads to Eq. (20).
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