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A quantum cosmological bouncing model may exhibit an ambiguity stemming from the nonclassical
nature of the background evolution: Two classically equivalent theories can produce two qualitatively
different potentials sourcing the perturbations. It reflects the general ambiguity in quantization of the
gravitational field at linear order. We derive explicitly the quantum canonical transformation of linear
perturbations involving the quantum background to show how it leads to inequivalent theories. We identify
the relevant quantum parameter describing the difference and expand upon the ambiguity by calculating the
expected power spectra produced for initial quantum vacuum fluctuations in the contracting phase of both
potentials. We find that one spectral index corresponds to all values of this parameter but one, while the
other thus represents a set of measure zero.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In a previous work [1], we studied a cosmological model
whose dynamics is led by general relativity (GR) and a
perfect fluid with arbitrary equation of state. Classically, the
solutions either contract toward or expand from a singu-
larity: Quantization permits one to regularize the trajecto-
ries (dubbed “semiquantum” in [1]), thereby leading to a
quantum bouncing behaviour.
Quantization of a cosmological model replaces the four-

dimensional spacetime with what we shall call a “quantum
spacetime” that violates the properties of classical geo-
metry. For instance, the dynamical law for a field in a
classical spacetime can be formulated in terms of different
field variables. In the Hamiltonian formalism used in this
work, these variables are connected by canonical trans-
formations. The fact that they all undergo physically
equivalent evolutions can be viewed as a manifestation
of a unique underlying background spacetime that imposes
a unique dynamical law on the field. In passing to quantum
theory of the background spacetime, on the other hand, the
use of different field variables may result in their very
different quantum dynamics. It is so because the field no
longer propagates in a fixed spacetime but rather in a
“quantum spacetime,” and the physical discrepancies
between the evolutions of different field variables reflect

the “quantumness of spacetime.” As found in Ref. [1],
simple rescalings of the curvature perturbation in a quan-
tum Friedmann universe by powers of the scale factor
produce different gravitational potentials in the Mukhanov-
Sasaki equation, thereby making the dynamics of the
perturbation depend on the choice of the field variable
employed in its quantization.
In the present work, we study the physical consequences

of the ambiguity in the dynamical law for the scalar pertur-
bation due to quantization of the background spacetime. If
the infinitely many gravitational potentials found in [1]
actually correspond to infinitely many physical predictions,
then the theory is to be considered unphysical. Currently,
the literature (see, e.g., [2–5]) provides only one solution to
the primordial power spectrum from a quantum bounce. We
note that the simplest known quantum bounces produce
only blue-tilted power spectrum contrary not only to
inflationary predictions but also to observations; finding
new solutions could improve this situation.
Our work also pertains to the question of the usefulness

of the Mukhanov variable for describing scalar perturba-
tions in a quantum universe. In inflationary models based
on classical backgrounds, it is convenient to use the
Mukhanov variable because it allows one to asymptotically
define a quantum vacuum in the same way as for flat
spacetime. However, it is not the only valid choice for the
perturbation variables even in the context of inflation as
discussed, e.g., in Ref. [6]. In a fully quantum universe, the
issue is even less clear as the choice of perturbation
variables can influence both the definition of the initial
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vacuum state and the dynamics of perturbations. Thus, in
the context of our work, it is natural to ask whether the
Mukhanov variable remains a preferred choice in a fuller,
more quantum description of the primordial Universe or if
it should be replaced with another, better-suited, variable.
The latter situation would not be exceptional as there exist
situations for which the Mukhanov variable may become
singular and other variables, such as the Bardeen potential,
must be used instead.
The problem of choosing the fundamental variables for

passing to quantum theory is related to the factor-ordering
problem. Both issues arise from the absence of a canonical
isomorphism between the Poisson algebra of phase space
observables and the quantum operator algebra. A canonical
isomorphism is only feasible for a very limited set of
observables, such as the fundamental observables in
canonical quantization: momentum, position, and their
quadratic functions (see, e.g., Ref. [7]). Consequently,
the choice of fundamental observables typically influences
the resulting quantum theory.
The factor-ordering problem appears on top of this

choice and applies to most of the compound observables.
Proposed fundamental gravitational variables include the
Arnowitt-Deser-Misner (ADM) or Ashtekar variables [8],
each formulation suffering from its own factor-ordering
problem (see, e.g., [9,10]). In the former formulation, a
possible resolution to the factor-ordering problem with
the Hamiltonian constraint could involve insisting on its
covariance with respect to coordinate transformations on
the ADM configuration space [11]; this procedure applies
in a straightforward way if the Hamiltonian happens to
be quadratic in the momenta. Alternatively, one might
demand that, after quantization, the constraints remain first-
class1 [12,13]. Notably, these proposals might not have a
unique solution regarding factor ordering [14]. The ambi-
guity is further magnified when finding the kernel of the
constraint operators is accompanied by promoting one of
the variables to an internal time variable and redefining the
scalar product in the Hilbert space to achieve a dynamical
interpretation of the theory [15].
Additionally, instead of quantizing the full ADM phase

space, one may prefer to first solve the constraints of the
classical theory by removing unphysical degrees of free-
dom and choosing some internal “spacetime” variables
with respect to which the spatial and temporal dependence
of the physical fields would be expressed [15]. In this
approach, only physical variables are quantized. The issue
of preferred fundamental physical variables, not to mention
factor ordering, seems to be rather hopeless as seen in
cosmological perturbation theory, notorious for its ambigu-
ous gauges and gauge-invariant variables. This is the
specific case addressed in this paper. We believe that the

ambiguity explored here is universal, reflecting the general
ambiguity in quantization of the gravitational field at the
linear perturbation level.
As the last point of this introduction, let us remark that

we view our framework of quantum fields in quantum
spacetime as a truncation of a full theory of quantum
gravity. The dynamics in the latter would naturally be
expressed in some internal time variable. Even if many
internal time variables are available, the particular choice
one makes does not seem to be crucial for the physical
predictions of quantum gravity (we refer the interested
reader to some of our previous works devoted to this
issue [16–20]). Nevertheless, if a truncation is to be consis-
tent, it should make use of a unique internal time variable
for quantizing and describing all dynamical variables, both
for the background and the perturbations. We emphasize
that our framework satisfies this requirement.
The plan of this work is as follows. In Sec. II, we

introduce our cosmological model: We first define the
classical model with a special attention paid to the
definition of perturbation variables, and then we quantize
it and set up its semiclassical approximation. We next
identify and discuss the dynamical ambiguity in the
resulting quantum model. In Secs. III and IV, we study
the ambiguity in detail: We solve the dynamical equations
and find all the possible physical predictions for the
amplitude and the spectral index of primordial perturba-
tions, which could be derived from the model. We find
that there are only two types of predictions that can be
produced by quantum bounce models. Section V gathers
our conclusions.

II. THE AMBIGUITY

Before going on to the new results obtained in this work,
let us summarize the framework of the semiquantum
ambiguity.

A. Background dynamics

We begin by defining the model used throughout.
We expand our spacetime manifold M as M ≃R × T 3,
whose background metric is given by the isotropic and
homogeneous flat Friedmann-Lemaître-Robertson-Walker
(FLRW) metric

ds2 ¼ −N2ðτÞdτ2 þ a2ðτÞγijdxidxj; ð1Þ

in units in which the velocity of light is c ¼ 1. We assume
that the spatial part is compact with coordinate volume

V0 ≔
Z ffiffiffi

γ
p

d3x; ð2Þ

while the scale factor aðτÞ has its dynamics driven by GR
sourced by a perfect fluid with constant equation of state
parameter 0 < w ¼ p=ρ < 1 (with p the pressure and ρ the1These proposals are related but not identical.
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energy density). The overall Einstein-Hilbert-Schutz action
then reads [21,22]

SEHS ¼
1

2κ

Z
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
Rþ

Z
d4x

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
Pðw;ϕÞ; ð3Þ

where κ ¼ 8πGN, and ϕ defines the cosmic fluid flow. We
use the expansion of this action to second order and an
adaptation of the fully canonical formalism from [23] so as
to obtain a Hamiltonian description in which only the truly
physical degrees of freedom are considered.

1. Classical dynamics

Setting the lapse function to N ¼ ð1þ wÞa3w, the fluid
part of the action contributes a linear momentum term to the
Hamiltonian [24], so the fluid merely serves as a clock in
what follows. Going from fa; pag to fq; pg, defined by

q ¼ 4
ffiffiffi
6

p

3ð1 − wÞ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ w

p a
3
2
ð1−wÞ ≡ γa

3
2
ð1−wÞ; ð4Þ

and

p ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
6ð1þ wÞp
2κ0

a
3
2
ð1þwÞH; ð5Þ

with H ¼ ȧ=ðNaÞ the Hubble rate and κ0 ¼ κ=V0, the
zeroth-order gravitational Hamiltonian reads

Hð0Þ ¼ 2κ0p2; ð6Þ

where we reverted the direction of time with respect to the
fluid variable to make it positive. We hereafter use τ as
internal clock, assuming it coincides with the FLRW time
set in (1).
The solutions of the equations of motion stemming

from (6) read

qclðτÞ ¼ 4

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2κ0Hð0Þ

q
ðτ− τsÞ and pclðτÞ ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
Hð0Þ

2κ0

s
; ð7Þ

where Hð0Þ is a constant. These classical trajectories either
terminate at or emerge from the singularity q → 0 (and thus
a → 0) at time τs. They are straight lines in phase space
fq; pg with constant p [16].

2. Quantum dynamics

Quantization of (6) is not as trivial as it seems. Of course,
one can merely impose a canonical rule and straightfor-
wardly set p ↦ P̂ ¼ −iℏ∂=∂q, but it turns out that P̂ is not
a self-adjoint operator and cannot serve as a fundamental
variable. A more justified approach involves defining the
self-adjoint dilation operator qp ↦ D̂ ¼ 1

2
ðQ̂ P̂þP̂ Q̂Þ as a

fundamental variable alongside the position operator. The
canonical commutation rule is then recast as ½Q̂; D̂� ¼ iQ̂.
This introduces the factor-ordering problem for (6) as
p2 ↦ “any combination of Q̂ and D̂ classically equivalent
to Q̂−2D̂2.” In Ref. [19], it was determined that for a broad
class of orderings, one obtains

Hð0Þ ↦ Ĥð0Þ ¼ 2κ0
�
P̂2 þ c0Q̂

−2�; ð8Þ

where the parameter c0 ≥ 0 depends on the specific
ordering.
The self-adjoint operators Q̂ and D̂ generate a unitary

group of affine transformations applicable for covariant
integral quantizations of the half-plane ðq; pÞ—analogous
to the role played by the Weyl-Heisenberg group (based
on Q̂ and P̂) in quantizations of the full plane, including
Weyl (canonical) quantization [24]. This approach, termed
“affine quantization,” not only confirms the result (8) but
also provides a means of parametrizing the factor-ordering
ambiguity. For generality, we leave c0 unspecified, empha-
sizing that all choices of c0 ≥ 0 yield the same qualitative
dynamics of the Universe rebounding against the singu-
larity q ¼ 0. For c0 ¼ 0, one recovers the canonical case,
while for c0 ≥ 3

4
ℏ2, the Hamiltonian Ĥð0Þ becomes essen-

tially self-adjoint, and no boundary condition is required at
q ¼ 0 to ensure a unique and unitary dynamics.
A useful approximate semiclassical (or, rather, semi-

quantum [1]) solution is obtained with a family of coherent
states [25] built upon a so-called fiducial state jξi, satisfy-
ing hξjQ̂jξi ¼ 1 and hξjP̂jξi ¼ 0, namely

jqðτÞ; pðτÞi ¼ eipðτÞQ̂=ℏe−i ln qðτÞD̂=ℏjξi: ð9Þ

These states, written in short jq; pi when there is no
risk of confusion, are such that the expectation values
of P̂ and Q̂ are, respectively, hq; pjQ̂jq; pi ¼ qðτÞ and
hq; pjP̂jq; pi ¼ pðτÞ.
Setting

Hsem ¼ hq; pjĤð0Þjq; pi ¼ 2κ0

�
p2 þ K

q2

�
; ð10Þ

withK > 0 a constant depending on the family of coherent
states chosen for the semiquantum approximation, it can be
shown that qðτÞ and pðτÞ satisfy the Hamilton equations
derived from Hsem, with solutions

q ¼ qB

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ ðωτÞ2

q
; ð11aÞ

p ¼ qBω2

4κ0

τffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ ðωτÞ2

p ; ð11bÞ
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where q2B ¼ 2κ0K=Hsem and ω2 ¼ 4H2
sem=K. The singu-

larity is clearly replaced by a bouncing behaviour, as
expected.

B. Perturbations

Compactness of space implies discrete Fourier wave
vectors k, and the second-order Hamiltonian Hð2Þ is

naturally a sum over independent contributions Hð2Þ
k for

each mode. The relevant perturbation variables, noted ϕk in
what follows, are obtained as a combination of the fluid
variable δϕk and the intrinsic curvature perturbation δRk,
namely

ϕk ¼
1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

2κ0
p

V0

�
p̄ϕδϕkffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
wð1þwÞp

p
þ

ffiffiffiffi
6

w

r
a

3
2
ð1−wÞ a2

4V2=3
0 k2

δRk

�
;

πϕ;k ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2κ0

p � ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
wð1þwÞ

p a3ð1þwÞp
jp̄ϕj1þw δρk−

3ð1−wÞa2p
8V2=3

0 k2

×

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þw
w

r
δRk−

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
3

8w

r
ð1þwÞa−3

2
ð1−wÞp̄ϕδϕk

�
; ð12Þ

where δρk represents the fluid energy density perturbation,
while the background variable ϕ̄ and its momentum p̄ϕ

describe the fluid, with −ikp̄ϕδϕk defining the flow of the
fluid energy through the surface orthogonal to k (see details
in Ref. [23]).
In term of the above variables, the Hamiltonian reads

Hð2Þ
k ¼ 1

2

�
jπϕ;kj2 þ wð1þ wÞ2

�
q
γ

�
4rF

k2jϕkj2
�
; ð13Þ

with

rF ¼ −
1 − 3w
3ð1 − wÞ ; ð14Þ

whose numerical value lies in the range− 1
3
≤ rF ≤ 0 for the

range of equation of state 0 ≤ w ≤ 1
3
we are concerned with.

Curvature perturbations, which are observationally rel-
evant gauge-invariant variables, can be easily derived
from (12). They are often calculated on comoving hyper-
surfaces, thereby defining Rk through a2k2Rk ¼
−4δRkjδϕ¼0 (with a conventional minus sign), reading

Rk ¼ −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
wκ0
3

r
a−

3
2
ð1−wÞϕk; ð15Þ

or uniform-density hypersurfaces (ζk), i.e. a2k2ζk ¼
4δRkjδρ¼0, which is

ζk ¼
V0

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
κ0
3w

r ð1þ wÞϕk

a
1
2
ð1−wÞ þ πϕ;k

3p
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2wð1þ wÞκ0

p : ð16Þ

Note that it is usually assumed, e.g., using initial conditions
for the expanding Universe at the end of inflation, that
ϕk ≫ πϕ;k, leaving only the first term.
The classical theory based on the Hamiltonian (13) can

be written using a different set of variables by performing a
time-dependent canonical transformation. Let us define
new variables via the rescaling

vk ¼ Zϕk and πv;k ¼ Z−1πϕ;k þ
Ż
Z2

ϕk; ð17Þ

where Z is any nonvanishing phase space function. This
transforms the Hamiltonian into

Hð2Þ
k ¼ 1

2
Z2

	
jπv;kj2 þ

�
wð1þ wÞ2

Z4

�
q
γ

�
4rF

k2 − V
�
jvkj2



;

ð18Þ

where the potential V is defined through

V ¼ 1

Z4

�
Z̈
Z
− 2

�
Ż
Z

�
2
�
: ð19Þ

An interesting and useful one-parameter family of such
scale transformations is obtained by setting

Zr ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ w

p �
q
γ

�
r
; ð20Þ

which yields

Hð2Þ
k ¼ 1þ w

2

�
q
γ

�
2r�jπv;kj2 þ Ω2

r jvkj2
�
; ð21Þ

with

Ω2
r ¼

�
q
γ

�
4ðrF−rÞ

wk2 þ rðrþ 1Þð4κ0Þ2
q2ð1þ wÞ2

�
q
γ

�
−4r

p2; ð22Þ

where we used the classical solution (7). It should be noted
at this point that setting r ¼ rF and introducing the
conformal time η through

dη ¼ ð1þ wÞ
�
q
γ

�
2rF

dτ ¼ Z2
rFdτ ð23Þ

removes the overall coefficient in front of the Hamiltonian
(21), turning the kinetic term into its canonical form,
while (22) takes the simple and usual form

Ω2
rF ¼ wk2 −

Z00
rF

ZrF

;

where a prime means a derivative with respect to the
conformal time η. The variable vk in this case is nothing but
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the well-known Mukhanov-Sasaki variable: Its usual def-
inition vk ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ w

p
a−

1
2
ð1−3wÞϕk indeed becomes

vk ¼ −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
3ðwþ 1Þ

wκ0

s
aRk; ð24Þ

so that the function v=a, whose spectrum we compute
below, can be identified, up to an irrelevant constant, with
the curvature perturbation on the comoving hypersurfaces.
One can introduce the quantization of the background

following a two step procedure: One first replaces the
zeroth order quantities by the corresponding operators
using the rules

qα ↦ Q̂α;

qαp2 ↦
�
Q̂αP̂2 − iℏαQ̂α−1P̂

�þ cðαÞQ̂α−2; ð25Þ

in which cðαÞ ∝ ℏ2 is positive. One way to determine cðαÞ
is from the canonical quantization rules that impose
symmetrization of the operator with respect to Q̂ and P̂.
However, as in the case of the Hamiltonian (8), canonical
prescription is not well-justified in this case either: The
ðq; pÞ-phase space admits affine symmetry rather than
the Weyl-Heisenberg symmetry. Affine quantization based
on the operators Q̂ and D̂ is a more suitable approach,
respecting the covariance of the system with respect to
the affine transformations. This method results in largely
arbitrary cðαÞ, introducing a quantization ambiguity. Details
of this procedure are to be found in a dedicated Appendix
of Ref. [1]. We can conveniently constrain this parameter;
however, its unrestricted choice does not seem to impact the
qualitative behavior of the system. From now on, we move
to natural units in which ℏ ¼ 1.
Combining this step with the usual quantization of the

perturbation variables vk and πv;k maps the classical
Hamiltonian (21) into a quantum one:

Ĥð2Þ
k ¼ 1þ w

2

�
Q̂
γ

�
2r�jπ̂v;kj2 þ Ω̂2

r jv̂kj2
�
; ð26Þ

with

Ω̂2
r ¼

�
Q̂
γ

�
4ðrF−rÞ

wk2þ rðrþ 1Þð4κ0Þ2
ð1þwÞ2

�
Q̂
γ

�−4r

× Q̂−2�P̂2þ 2iðrþ 1ÞQ̂−1P̂þ cð−2r− 2ÞQ̂−2�; ð27Þ

where the parameter cð−2r − 2Þ, calculable from affine
quantization, is unknown at this stage.
The second step consists in averaging the corresponding

operator (function of Q̂ and P̂) in the semiquantum state
jqðτÞ; pðτÞi, leading to a Hamiltonian depending only on
the perturbation variables, the background being then
described by a trajectory. In practice, we use the definition

Hr
kðτÞ ≔ hqðτÞ; pðτÞjĤð2Þ

k jqðτÞ; pðτÞi; ð28Þ

and assume the parametric phase-space trajectory
fqðτÞ; pðτÞg to be given by the solutions (11).
Applying to these classically equivalent formulations the

two-step quantization procedure discussed above, and upon
canonical quantization of the variable vk, one finds

Hr
kðτÞ ¼

1þ w
2

�
q
γ

�
2r�

Mrjπ̂v;kj2 þ Ω̌2
r jv̂kj2

�
; ð29Þ

where

Ω̌2
r ¼ Lr

�
q
γ

�
4ðrF−rÞ

wk2 þ rðrþ 1Þð4κ0Þ2
q2ð1þ wÞ2

�
q
γ

�
−4r

×

�
Nrp2 þTr

q2

�
; ð30Þ

and Lr, Mr, Nr, Tr are four arbitrary semiclassical
parameters that encode ambiguities in both the quantization
process (27) and the semiclassical transition through
unspecified coherent states (9) (see again Ref. [1] for
details).
Expanding v̂k in creation and annihilation operators

yields the evolution for the mode functions, denoted vkðτÞ,
which only depend on the amplitude k ¼ jkj of the wave
vector and not the direction k=k. All the above models
can be easily compared provided one rescales the respec-
tive mode functions vkðτÞ to a common variable, the
Mukhanov-Sasaki variable introduced above and denoted
by ṽkðτÞ. The mode functions vkðτÞ satisfy the semi-
classical equations of motion stemming from the
Hamiltonian (29). It can be rescaled via the transformation

ṽk ¼
�
q
γ

�
rF−r

vk; ð31Þ

thereby defining ṽk. Then, using the conformal time
defined through Eq. (23) above, one finds that the mode
equation for ṽk becomes

ṽ00k þ ðMrLrwk2 − VÞṽk ¼ 0;

with the potential reading

V ¼ −
ð4κ0Þ2

ð1þ wÞ2q2
�
q
γ

�
−4rF

�
Arp2 þ Br

q2

�
; ð32Þ

with

Ar ¼ ðrF − rÞð1þ rF þ rÞ þMrNrrðrþ 1Þ;

and

Br ¼ TrMrrðrþ 1Þ − ðrF − rÞK:
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The classical limit (21) can be recovered for q → ∞ by
sending Ar to unity, which in turn, can be achieved by
rescaling the conformal time through η → η=

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
Ar

p
; this

demands we assume Ar > 0. Similarly, one can absorb the
irrelevant constant into a redefinition of the wave number
k

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
wLrMrA−1

r

p
→ k. This leads to a Mukhanov-Sasaki

mode equation

ṽ00k þ ðk2 − VχÞṽk ¼ 0; ð33Þ

with a potential Vχ given by

Vχ ¼ −
ð4κ0Þ2

ð1þ wÞ2q2
�
q
γ

�
−4rF

�
p2 þ χK

q2

�
; ð34Þ

depending on the chosen value of the otherwise arbitrary
number r; explicitly, it reads

χ¼K−1Br

Ar
¼ TrMrK−1rðrþ1Þ− ðrF− rÞ
MrNrrðrþ1ÞþðrF− rÞðrFþ rþ1Þ : ð35Þ

We are thus left with a single parameter χ reflecting the
quantization ambiguity induced by the free choice of basic
perturbation variables to be quantized, which depends on r.
We note that χ can be both positive and negative, both cases
being consistent with affine symmetry and admitting the
classical limit. Neither appears to be preferred.
Upon using the background solution (11) and expressing

K and Hsem in terms of qB, ω, and κ0, namely

K ¼ q4Bω
2

16κ20
and Hsem ¼ q2Bω

2

8κ0
;

Eq. (34) becomes

Vχ ¼
2ω2

9Z4
rF

1 − 3w
ð1 − wÞ2

χ þ ðωτÞ2
½1þ ðωτÞ2�2 ; ð36Þ

with ZrF given by (20).
One can also note that the potential Vχ in (36) can be

given a simple form for an arbitrary χ, namely

Vχ ¼
2ð1 − 3wÞχ2

9ð1 − wÞ2½1þ ð1þ 2rFÞχ�

�
q

1
χþrFþrC

�00
q

1
χþrFþrC

; ð37Þ

with

rC ¼ 1þ rF ¼ 2

3ð1 − wÞ ; ð38Þ

implying 2
3
≤ rC ≤ 1 with 0 ≤ w ≤ 1

3
. One can easily check

that for w∈ � − 1
3
; 1
3
½, the prefactor is positive definite.

As discussed in Ref. [1], there are two special values
for χ, namely χF ¼ −1=rC ¼ − 3

2
ð1 − wÞ < 0, the value

obtained for r ¼ 0, for which the potential, we denote by
VF, turns out to be VF ¼ ðqrFÞ00=qrF , and χC ¼ −1=rF ¼
3ð1 − wÞ=ð1 − 3wÞ > 0, corresponding to the choice
r ¼ rF, leading to VC ¼ ðqrCÞ00=qrC . The prefactor is unity
at these points, with a vanishing minimum at χ ¼ 0. A few
cases are displayed in Fig. 1.
The specific form of the potentials with unit prefactor

enables an analytical approach to perturbation dynamics
while representing two distinct dynamical situations; this
is expanded upon in Sec. III B. These values naturally
reproduce the degenerate classical case q → qcl (i.e., for
large jηj), namely

Vcl ¼
ðqrFcl Þ00
qrFcl

¼ ðqrCcl Þ00
qrCcl

¼ 2ð1 − 3wÞ
ð1þ 3wÞ2η2 ; ð39Þ

with qcl and pcl the classical solutions (7). We shall
however in what follows assume that χ is an arbitrary real
parameter and restrict attention to these particular cases
whenever necessary. Figure 1 emphasizes some possible
cases with χF < χ < χC, together with two examples for
χ < χF and χ > χC, illustrating that the points χC and χF do
not lead to anything particular apart from the fact that they
permit a simple writing of the potential. In fact, in the large
time limit ωτ ≫ 1, the term proportional to χ in both
Eqs. (34) and (36) is in any way negligible, and it can be
checked explicitly that the classical case (39) is also
recovered for any value of χ.

FIG. 1. The potential Vχ sourcing the perturbations for w ¼ 0.2
and different values of the phenomenological parameter χ. They
all converge far from the bounce where they behave as Vcl
[Eq. (39)] shown as a thin line. The two extreme with χ ¼ χFðwÞ
and χ ¼ χCðwÞ are shown as full thick lines, while the dotted
curves represent a selection of values between these extreme. The
dashed curves are for χ < χF and χ > χC.
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The ambiguity is clear from Fig. 1: The parameter χ
stems from the arbitrary choice that is made among various
classically equivalent theories to quantize. Once this choice
is made, and the factor ordering is taken care of, the
potential for the perturbations is completely fixed, but it
depends on the actual value of χ, which is a priori not
fixed by any physical principle. The resulting spectrum, to
which we now turn, therefore also depends on this un-
physical parameter, thereby leading to ambiguous physical
predictions.
A more detailed examination of Eq. (35) however shows

that the ambiguity is twofold. Using the so-called “fluid
parametrization” r ¼ 0 yields χ ¼ χF < 0, which is entirely
fixed once the barotropic index of the equation of state w
and the background solution (11) are known. On the
other hand, the conformal case r ¼ rF depends on
χ ¼ TrF=ðKNrFÞ, which is not fixed by the background
but rather by the quantization procedure. The special case

χ → χC ¼ 3ð1−wÞ
1−3w > 0, again solely fixed by the equation of

state, belongs to the second category and will be called in
what follows “conformal parametrization.”

C. Discussion

Let us conclude the present section by emphasizing the
quantum origin of our new ambiguity.
First, we introduced a set of different basic variables for

the perturbation field through Eq. (17). They all represent
equally valid choices, their dynamics being, as expected,
generated by different Hamiltonians (18) that involve
different background observables for coupling the pertur-
bation variables to the background spacetime. Next, we
quantized the background observables with the quantiza-
tion prescription (25), in which ordering ambiguities are
taken care of by fixing the parameter of Eq. (25). On
comparing the mode functions associated with different
basic field variables, we found that their dynamical
equations given in Eq. (33) are inequivalent because of
the ambiguous gravitational potential (34). Had the back-
ground observables been classical, there would have been
no dynamical ambiguity. Indeed, the dynamics of the mode
functions in classical backgrounds is unique, and the
redefinition of the basic field variables merely transforms
the vacuum state of the perturbation field, as discussed,
e.g., in Ref. [6]. We conclude that it is the quantum
spacetime that is responsible for the dynamical ambiguity
whose physical consequence we study in the following
sections.
In more explicit details, as shown both diagrammatically

through Fig. 2 and analytically in the Appendix, the theory
described by Eq. (13) is canonically transformed, classi-
cally speaking, into Eq. (18) and subsequently quantized
to yield the semiclassical Hamiltonian (29). Instead,
starting from the quantum version of Eq. (13) upon
substituting q → Q̂ and p → P̂ at the background level,

but also ϕk → ϕ̂k and πϕ;k → π̂ϕ;k for the perturbations, the
quantum canonical unitary transformation [3]

Uk ¼ exp ðiαD̂v;kÞ exp ðiβv̂2kÞ; ð40Þ

with α ¼ αðQ̂; P̂Þ and β ¼ βðQ̂; P̂Þ Hermitian operators
(α† ¼ α, β† ¼ β) depending only on the background
variables and

D̂v;k ≔
1

2

�
v̂kπ̂v;k þ π̂v;kv̂k

� ð41Þ

yields, to second order in perturbations, the quantum
Hamiltonian (A15). The Appendix includes some details
on the application of the above transformation to the
quantized Hamiltonian (13). The perturbation variables,
to first order, transform as

ϕ̂k ¼ U†v̂kU ¼ e−αv̂k þ � � � ;
π̂ϕ;k ¼ U†π̂v;kU ¼ eαπ̂v;k þ ðβeα þ eαβÞv̂k þ � � � : ð42Þ

Setting α ¼ ln½ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ w

p ðQ̂=γÞr� and β ¼ − 1
4
∂τ½exp ð−2αÞ�

shows that, in the classical limit, the relations (42) indeed
become identical with the relations (17) [where Z is given
by Eq. (20)]. If the only quantized variables were the
perturbation variables for which both the classical and
the quantum canonical transformations are linear, then the
quantum motion generated by the respective quadratic
Hamiltonians would be unique irrespective of whether
the choice of perturbation variables is made at the classical
or quantum level (as shown in Ref. [6]). This is so because
there exists a homomorphism between the Poisson algebra
of polynomial phase space observables of degree no greater
than 2 and the brackets of corresponding operators (see,
e.g., [7] for more details). On the other hand, it is known

FIG. 2. The origin of our ambiguity explained by the process
through which one changes variables: Starting with a given
classical first order theory with Hamiltonian Hðq; p;ϕ; πϕÞ
depending on background ðq; pÞ and perturbation ðϕ; πϕÞ vari-
ables, one can either perform a classical canonical transformation
and quantize the resulting theory or first quantize the original
theory and subsequently perform a quantum canonical trans-
formation. These operations in general lead to different quantum
theories.
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that if a quantum unitary transformation is nonlinear or/and
the Hamiltonian is not quadratic, then the homomorphism
breaks down, which results in the noncommutativity
depicted in Fig. 2. In such cases, the quantum motion
depends on whether the choice of basic variables is made at
the classical or quantum level. If we view the quantum
canonical transformation (42), or the Hamiltonian (A1),
from the perspective of the full Hilbert space HB ⊗ HP,
mixing background and perturbation degrees of freedom,
we note that they are higher order in basic variables as they
involve quantum background and perturbation variables.
Hence, we ascribe the source of the ambiguity to the long
known quantization obstructions (the so-called
Groenewold-Van Hove obstructions [26,27]).2

III. GETTING SPECTRAL INDICES

After having summarized the situation, let us now solve
the quantum dynamics of the perturbation modes, which we
do first numerically and then analytically. We investigate
the amplitude of the perturbations as a function of time for
various wave numbers k and focus on its dependency on the
free parameter of the conformal parametrization χ.
We shall work in the Heisenberg picture of dynamics and

assume the perturbations to be in a fixed vacuum state that
is the ground state of the quantum Hamiltonian (13) or (29)
for all modes of interest in the large contracting Universe
(η → −∞). It can be shown that in order for the vacuum
state to be the ground state of the quantum Hamiltonians in
the infinite past τ; η → −∞, the mode functions have to
satisfy (up to irrelevant phase), respectively,

vχkjηini ¼
1ffiffiffiffiffi
2k

p and
dvχk
dη






ηini

¼ i

ffiffiffi
k
2

r
; ð43Þ

where we used the vanishing of the gravitational potential in
the infinite past.3 Equipped with the initial conditions (43),

we now proceed to solve the mode equation (33) for the two
special cases χ → χF and χ → χC.

A. Numerical integration

Since the potential Vχ is known explicitly as a function
of the internal time τ as shown in Eq. (36), it turns out to be
technically more tractable to switch back to τ to solve
Eq. (33), even though, for the sake of clarity, we plot the
results in terms of the conformal time, substituting the
numerical value for τðηÞ in the solution. Given the relation-
ship (23) between both times, we have d=dη ¼ Z−2d=dτ
(we assume, from now on, that Z ¼ ZrF ) and therefore,

d2

dη2
¼ 1

Z4

d2

dτ2
−

1

Z6

dZ2

dτ
d
dτ

; ð44Þ

so that the perturbation equation of motion for the
Mukhanov-Sasaki variable, namely

d2vχk
dη2

þ ½k2 − VχðηÞ�vχk ¼ 0; ð45Þ

reads, plugging the semiquantum solution (11) for the
generic χ-parametrization (with χ ¼ F or C),

d2vχk
dx2

−
2rFx
1þ x2

dvχk
dx

þ
��

qB
γ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ x2

p �
4rFð1þ wÞ2k̃2

−
2ω2ð1 − 3wÞ
9ð1 − wÞ2

χ þ x2

ð1þ x2Þ2
�
vχk ¼ 0; ð46Þ

where we set k̃ ≔ k=ω as well as x ≔ ωτ. In what follows,
we drop the index χ on the mode as there is no risk of
confusion; we will merely specify when we explicitly
calculate for the fluid or conformal parametrization.
Once the initial conditions (43) are similarly expressed

in terms of the fluid time τ, the numerical integration of
the above equations allows to follow the dynamics of the
stochastic average

hRkR�
k0 i ¼ PRðkÞδk;k0 ; ð47Þ

providing the amplitude of curvature perturbations (we
follow the convention of Ref. [28], up to an irrelevant
normalization factor)

δχ ½k;τðηÞ� ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
PRðkÞ

p
¼ jvkj

a
k3=2 ¼ k3=2jvkj

�
q
γ

�
−rC

; ð48Þ

where we made use of the definition (4) of the scale factor a
in terms of the variable q. We focus in this section to the
special cases χ ¼ χF and χ ¼ χC.
Although the amplitude is dynamical, it reaches a plateau

right after the bounce when the perturbations have been
amplified and thus remains roughly constant for a

2In Ref. [7], the quantized phase space is R2n, whereas in our
case, it is ðq; p;ϕk; πϕ;kÞ∈Rþ × R3. We, however, use the
dilation operator D̂ as a basic quantum variable that combined
with ln Q̂ satisfies the canonical commutation rule and brings our
case to that of [7].

3The initial conditions of Eq. (43), are, strictly speaking,
approximate in the general situation. In the fluid parameter-
ization, for instance, the time derivative should read

dvFk
dη

¼ i

ffiffiffi
k
2

r
−

1

ð1þ wÞ ffiffiffiffiffi
2k

p 1

q−rF
d
dη

ðq−rFÞ;

the second term originating from the fact that it is the field ϕ
rather than v that is quantized in this case. As initial conditions
are set for jτj ≫ 1, one can thereby use the asymptotic behaviors
q̇=q ∼ τ−1 and η ∼ τrFþrC , (see Ref. [1]) to write the extra term in
the time derivative of vFk as ð3w − 1Þ=½ð1þ wÞð1þ 3wÞ ffiffiffi

k
p

η�:
Setting initial conditions sufficiently deep into the contracting
phase (η < 0 and jηj ≫ 1) then permits to neglect such a term for
all parameterizations.
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significant fraction of its period; this corresponds to the
constant (or growing) mode when the perturbation is
dominated by the potential. This is illustrated in Fig. 3,
where the dynamics of the amplitude of a selected mode in
both parametrizations and for three different equation of
state parameter w. This constant value of the amplitude
right after the bounce is called the primordial amplitude,
and we shall study its dependence on the wave number k.
We have solved the perturbation equations for many

values of k and calculated their primordial amplitude at
the time of potential crossing (also called “exit” time) ηC
at which the mode exits the potential, i.e., for which
VðηCÞ ¼ k2. The mode evolutions shown in Fig. 3 yield
the full spectrum, plotted in Fig. 4. One finds two different
power laws for the two different parametrizations, as
expected, thereby emphasizing the ambiguity at the pre-
diction level. Our analytic estimates below for the spectral
indices represent very accurate fits for the numerics.

B. Analytical integration

We now follow the calculation made in Ref. [2] for the
case of tensor perturbations, transcribed to the scalar
modes, consisting in setting a piecewise approximation to
the solution of our general differential equation

d2vk
dη2

þ
�
k2 −

ðqrÞ00
qr

�
vk ¼ 0; ð49Þ

where we set the prefactor in the potential is sent to unity as
we are only interested in the solution for r ¼ rF and r ¼ rC;
see discussion below Eq. (38). We begin by noticing that
long before the bounce, at times for which the modes are

free, i.e., when k2 ≫ jVj, the potential is well approximated
by its classical counterpart (39). In this regime, the modes
are then given by

vkðηÞ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−η

p h
c1H

ð1Þ
ν ð−kηÞ þ c2H

ð2Þ
ν ð−kηÞ

i
; ð50Þ

where ν ¼ 3ð1−wÞ
2ð1þ3wÞ andH

ð1;2Þ
ν are the Hankel functions of the

first and second kinds; the minus signs appearing in
Eq. (50) account for the fact that η < 0 in the contracting
phase. Since, for ð−kηÞ ≫ 1, one has the asymptotic

relations Hð1Þ
ν ð−kηÞ ∼

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−2
kηπ

q
e−i½kηþðνþ1

2
Þ� and Hð2Þ

ν ð−kηÞ∼ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−2
kηπ

q
ei½kηþðνþ1

2
Þ�, the initial conditions (43) that impose

the Bunch-Davies vacuum yield c1 ¼ 0 and c2 ¼ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
π=2

p
e−i

π
2
ðνþ1

2
Þ. This implies that at the time ηin ¼ −ηcross

of the potential crossing k2 ¼ VðηcrossÞ, namely

ηcross ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ð1 − 3wÞp

ð1þ 3wÞk ≕
xw
k
; ð51Þ

thereby defining the dimensionless variable xw depending
only on the equation of state w, the initial conditions for the
following potential domination era read

vkðηinÞ ¼
Cffiffiffi
k

p and v0kðηinÞ ¼ D
ffiffiffi
k

p
; ð52Þ

where

C ¼ c2
ffiffiffiffiffi
xw

p
Hð2Þ

ν ðxwÞ; ð53Þ

FIG. 3. Conformal time development of the perturbation
amplitude (48) for the mode k ¼ 10−5 and three different
equation of state parameters, namely w ¼ 0.1 (dotted), w ¼ 0.2
(dashed), and w ¼ 0.3 (solid). Both parametrizations, fluid
(bottom, χ ¼ χF) and conformal (top, χ ¼ χC), are shown. Also
indicated is the time ηcross at which the mode exits the potential,
i.e., for which VðηcrossÞ ¼ k2. Here and in the following figures,
the background parameters used are fixed by setting κ0 → 1,
Hsem ¼ 21þw and K ¼ 100 in (11).

FIG. 4. Primordial density fluctuation power spectrum
δ½k; τðηcrossÞ� measured at the crossing time ηcross defined in
Eq. (51) and shown in Fig. 3. Both the fluid F-(bottom) and the
conformal C-(top) parametrizations are displayed for three differ-
ent fluids as in Fig. 3, namely w ¼ 0.1 (circles), w ¼ 0.2
(triangles), and w ¼ 0.3 (squares). The approximate analytical
solutions [Eqs. (69) and (68) below] are shown as superimposed
solid lines for each numerical calculation, exemplifying the
validity of the approximation.
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and

D¼ c2
2

	
Hð2Þ

ν ðxwÞffiffiffiffiffi
xw

p þ ffiffiffiffiffi
xw

p h
Hð2Þ

ν−1ðxwÞ−Hð2Þ
νþ1ðxwÞ

i

: ð54Þ

From the potential crossing conformal time ηcross, one
can derive the fluid time τcross, which depends on the wave
number k of a given mode. In the classical approximation,
i.e., assuming this crossing takes place in a regime for
which the potential is well approximated by the classical
potential (39), one finds

xcross ¼ ωτcross ¼
�
qB
γ

�2ð1−3wÞ
1þ3w

�
k

ωfðwÞ
�
−3ð1−wÞ

1þ3w

; ð55Þ

where fðwÞ ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ð1 − 3wÞp

=½3ð1 − w2Þ�.
Once a given mode crosses the potential, we assume the

latter to instantaneously take over the dynamics of the
perturbations, so that Eq. (49) becomes (zeroth-order in k):

d2vk
dη2

−
ðqrÞ00
qr

vk ¼ 0; ð56Þ

whose general solution is found to be

vk ¼ ½qðηÞ�r
	
Aþ B

Z
η
dη̃½qðη̃Þ�−2r



; ð57Þ

where A and B are integration constants, later to depend on
k because of the matching with initial conditions.
In order to use the solution (57), one needs to express the

background motion of q given by Eq. (11) as a function of
the conformal time η. It turns out that Eq. (23) can be
integrated to yield

η ¼ ð1þ wÞ
�
qB
γ

�
2rF

τF
�
1

2
;−rF;

3

2
;−ðωτÞ2

�
;

with F an hypergeometric function (see Ref. [1] for
details). We can perform the integrals in fluid time using
the relation (23) and obtain the solutions in terms of τ,
absorbing the choice of the initial time η0 into the constants

vk ¼
�
q
γ

�
r
	
Ak þ ωτF

�
1

2
; r − rF;

3

2
;−ðωτÞ2

�
Bk



; ð58Þ

where

Ak ¼ A and Bk ¼
B

ωð1þ wÞ
�
qB
γ

�
2ðr−rFÞ

are unknown functions of the wave number k.
The solution (58) is valid for both the above para-

metrizations, and setting r → rF (fluid) or r → rC ¼ 1þ rF
(conformal) yields

vFk ¼
�
q
γ

�
rF�

AF
k þ BF

kτ
� ð59Þ

and

vCk ¼
�
q
γ

�
rC�

AC
k þ BC

k arctanðωτÞ�: ð60Þ

Given the form (48) of the amplitude of curvature pertur-
bations, one needs to evaluate ðq=γÞ−rC jvkj in the large time
limit, which yields

δχ ∝
�
Ak �

ffiffiffi
π

p
2

Γ
�
r − rF − 1

2

�
Γðr − rFÞ

Bk

�
jωτjr−rC

þ Bk
e−2iπðr−rFÞ

1 − 2ðr − rFÞ
jωτjrF−r; ð61Þ

in which the � sign in the first line corresponds to the sign
of τ. One notes that for the values of interest r ¼ rF and
r ¼ rC, this amplitude reads (recall rC − rF ¼ 1)

δF ¼ δχF ∝
AF
k

jωτj þ BF
k ð62Þ

and

δC ¼ δχC ∝
�
AC
k � π

2
BC
k

�
−

BC
k

jωτj : ð63Þ

These two distinct solutions both exhibit a constant mode
and a decaying one and therefore provide a constant
amplitude for the primordial spectrum.
As we assume w < 1=3, the potential (36) is positive

definite for χ > 0 with a maximum at η ¼ 0. For χ < 0, on
the other hand, this potential has two positive maxima and a
negative minimum at η ¼ 0 so that the modes cross the
potential at four different times (see Fig. 1). Given the
symmetry of VχðηÞ, the relevant modes enter the potential
for the first time at ηin ¼ −ηC and exit for the last time at
ηout ¼ ηC in regions where it behaves classically (i.e., for
jωτj ≪ 1). Figure 1 also shows that for a range of values
of r, including in particular the fluid parametrization, the
modes also exit and reenter the potential another time
between those points, when quantum corrections cannot be
neglected. Due to the shape of the potential, there exist
short periods of time during which the value of k dominates
over the value of VχðηÞ, i.e., in the neighborhoods of �η0
defined by Vχð�η0Þ ¼ 0. It turns out the potential is rather
steep close to those points, with a high negative slope when
the modes exit and a high positive slope when they reenter
later. For the large wavelengths relevant to the cosmologi-
cal framework, this time interval is sufficiently small that
the approximation, assumed in what follows, of neglecting
it altogether, holds. It should be mentioned, however, that in
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that case, the potential becoming negative, the behaviors of
the modes may be quite different; we shall see below how
this should be taken care of.
Combining the matching conditions (52) at the time (55)

with the potential-domination solutions (59) and (60) yields
the coefficients AF, AC, BF, and BC as functions of k. To
leading order in k ≪ 1, one gets

AF
k ¼

�
qBωf
γ

�1−3w
1þ3w�

rCCþ ð1þ wÞfD�
k−

3ð1−wÞ
2ð1þ3wÞ ð64Þ

and

BF
k ¼ f

�
qBωf
γ

�
−1−3w
1þ3w�

rFCþ ð1þ wÞfD�
k

3ð1−wÞ
2ð1þ3wÞ: ð65Þ

We note that AF
k and BF

k have inverse k dependence so that,
in the large wavelength limit, AF

k ≫ BF
k . For the conformal

case, one finds

AC
k ¼ π

2
BC
k þ C

�
qB
γ

�
− 2
1þ3w

k
3ð1−wÞ
2ð1þ3wÞ ð66Þ

and BC
k ¼ γAF

k=qB, relations that can also be obtained by
merely equating (59) and (60) and their derivatives at the
matching point; we kept the subdominant term in BC

k in (66)
for further convenience.
The last step consists in substituting the above expres-

sions into the primordial amplitude spectrum (48), keeping
the highest order terms in k ≪ 1, assuming 0 ≤ w ≤ 1

3
. This

yields

δχðkÞ ¼ Aðw; χÞωf
�

k
ωf

�
nðw;χÞ

; ð67Þ

where the amplitudes

Aðw; χFÞ ¼
�
qB
γ

�
− 2
1þ3wjðrF þ rCÞCþ 2ð1þ wÞfDj ð68Þ

and

Aðw; χCÞ ¼ π

�
qB
γ

�
− 6w
1þ3wjrCCþ ð1þ wÞfDj; ð69Þ

as well as the spectral indices

nðw; χFÞ ¼
3ð1þ wÞ
1þ 3w

ð70Þ

and

nðw; χCÞ ¼
6w

1þ 3w
ð71Þ

differ to yield effectively distinguishable predictions: The
power spectrum being the square of the fractional energy
density, i.e., PSðkÞ ¼ δ2χ ∝ knS−1, one finds two different
power indices, namely that given by the fluid parametriza-
tion nFS − 1 ¼ 6ð1þ wFÞ=ð1þ 3wFÞ (i.e., wF ∼ −0.988 to
agree with the CMB Planck data [29]), and nCS − 1 ¼
12wC=ð1þ 3wCÞ for the conformal one (i.e., wC ∼
−2.9 × 10−3); it is the latter expression that is usually
assumed [3]. Figure 4 shows, for various values of the
equation of state parameter w, by superimposing the results,
that the predicted spectra (68) and (69), agree with the
numerical calculation.

IV. A TALE OF TWO INDICES

Solving Eq. (45) for arbitrary values of χ is not possible
because of the prefactor in Eq. (37). As discussed there,
there are two cases for which this prefactor is unity, namely
for χ ¼ χF and χ ¼ χC, and that the analytic solutions (57)
are valid. Given that this parameter comes from the quanti-
zation process and is thus seemingly arbitrary, one may
reasonably worry that the spectral index of scalar pertur-
bations might depend on its exact value, the theory there-
fore loosing its predictive power. Indeed, for the two values
for which one can solve the mode equation, one already
obtains an ambiguity as the two spectral indices (70)
and (71) are both possible predictions.

A. Numerical facts

Figure 5 shows the fluctuation δχ as a function of the
wave number k for various values of χ. One immediately
notices that although the amplitude depends on χ, decreas-
ing with χ until χF and then increasing again for χ < χF,

FIG. 5. Numerical primordial amplitude power spectrum at the
crossing point for w ¼ 0.1 and various values of χ; in that case,
χF ¼ −1.35 and χC ≃ 3.86. From top to bottom: χ ¼ 9, χ ¼ χC
(thick line), χ ¼ 2, χ ¼ −0.1, χ ¼ −1.5 (dashed), and χ ¼ −1.3.
This illustrates the fact that although the amplitude depends on χ,
the index remains given by (71) provided χ ≠ χF (not shown). For
χ > χF, the amplitude is seen to decrease as χ → χF. It increases
again for χ < χF (the dashed line).
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we obtain the same power law for the spectral index that in
the special case χ ¼ χC (71) for all the possible values that
χ can take within the conformal parametrization in its
generic form (36). In order to clarify this point, we plot, in
Fig. 6, the ratio between the numerical spectrum obtained
for whatever value of χ and that provided by our analytical
approximation (67) for χ ¼ χC. This plot is but an example
for a given value ofw, we recovered the same generic image
for all values we investigated.
What is also seen in Fig. 6 is a generalization of Fig. 5,

namely that the spectral index of scalar perturbations is
generically given by (71) except in the case of χ ¼ χF. The
fluid parametrization thus corresponds to the minimum
amplitude possible and a different scalar index. In fact,
we find that it is understandable as the situation in which
the conformal amplitude merely vanishes, leading to the
subdominant fluid amplitude being the only one, thereby
dominating the full spectrum.
We tested this hypothesis by calculating the spectrum as

a function of the wave number for various values of χ close
to the fluid case χF. The result is illustrated in Fig. 7 in
which the power spectrum is calculated numerically for a
value of the parameter χ very close to χF, superimposed
with the analytic solutions for the conformal and the fluid
cases. It can be seen that the full spectrum somehow
interpolates between both cases, following the fluid
power law for large wave numbers and the conformal
power law for smaller wave numbers. This suggests that
the full spectrum contains both power law terms, the
amplitude depending on χ − χF for (71): As both power
laws are positive, when k decreases, the contribution
due to nFS becomes smaller compared to that due to nCS

so the latter finally dominates entirely for very small wave
numbers.

B. A sharp transition

A better analytical understanding of the numerical results
of the previous section can be achieved by investigating
more closely the potential (36) seen as a function of
time and χ.
Let us first assume that the reference value for χ is given

by the conformal one χC. The potential for any value of χ
can be written as Vχ ¼ VC þ δV, where

δV ¼ 2ω2

9Z4

1 − 3w
ð1 − wÞ2 δχ½1þ ðωτÞ2�−2 ð72Þ

and δχ ¼ χ − χC. Plugging the definition of Z and looking
at the large time limit of the full potential, one finds that
limωτ→∞δV ≪ limωτ→∞Vχ so that the main contribution of
δV is around the bounce time, namely around τ ¼ 0. As a
function of τ, one indeed finds

δV¼ 2ω2

9ð1þwÞ2
�
qB
γ

�
−4rF 1−3w

ð1−wÞ2δχ½1þðωτÞ2�−2rC : ð73Þ

Since we focus on the cases 0 ≤ w ≤ 1
3
, one has 2

3
≤ rC ≤ 1,

so that, compared to VC, one can approximate δV as though
its contribution is localized entirely at the bounce; i.e., we
replace δV by

δVapprox ¼ ϒδðηÞ; ð74Þ

where we assume the coefficient ϒ takes the form

ϒ ¼ ϖ

Z
∞

−∞
δVdη;

FIG. 6. Ratio δðnumÞ
χ =δC between the numerical primordial

amplitude power spectrum with its analytic counterpart of the
conformal parametrization given by Eq. (67) as a function of χ for
w ¼ 0.1 and three different modes, namely kC ¼ 10−15 (circles),
kC ¼ 10−25 (squares), and k ¼ 10−35 (triangles). The coincidence
of the three curves for all values of χ expect χF indicates that the
spectral index is indeed nCS given by (71) and independent of χ. At
χ ¼ χF ¼ −1.35, the zoom shows three distinct points, exhibiting
that the spectral index differs, being then given by (70).

FIG. 7. Primordial density fluctuation spectrum for w ¼ 0.1:
the conformal case (69) χ ¼ χC ¼ 3.86 is shown as the thick
line above, and the fluid case χ ¼ χF as the thin bottom line.
The dashed line represents a case close to the fluid case with
χ ¼ χF − 10−6.
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with ϖ ¼ ϖðwÞ ≈ 1 (we shall evaluate it below), and the
integral can be calculated to yield

ϒ¼ 2
ffiffiffi
π

p
ωð1− 3wÞ

9ð1þwÞð1−wÞ2
�
qB
γ

�
−2rF ΓðrC þ 1

2
Þ

ΓðrC þ 1ÞϖðwÞδχ; ð75Þ

transforming Eq. (56) into

d2vk
dη2

−
�ðqrCÞ00

qrC
þϒδðηÞ

�
vk ¼ 0; ð76Þ

whose solution is given by Eq. (60) on both sides of the
bounce, only with different parameters AC<

k ¼ AC
k , B

C<
k ¼

BC
k for the contracting phase [given by Eq. (66)] and AC>

k ,
BC>
k for the expanding phases.
Assuming continuity of vχ at η ¼ 0 yields AC>

k ¼ AC
k ,

and integrating Eq. (76) around the bounce provides the
discontinuity in the time derivative as

v0kð0þÞ − v0kð0−Þ ¼ ϒvð0Þ; ð77Þ

leading to

BC>
k ¼ BC

k −
ffiffiffi
π

p ΓðrC þ 1
2
Þ

ΓðrC þ 1Þ
ϖδχ

χF − χC
; ð78Þ

as can be shown by direct evaluation of χF − χC as a
function of w.
Plugging the above value of BC>

k into the definition (48)
and using the mode solution (60), one finds that the power
spectrum now consists in two contributions, namely δ ¼
k3=2ðDþ SÞ, with the dominant term given by

D ¼ πjBC
k j
�
1 −

π3=2

4

ΓðrC þ 1
2
Þ

ΓðrC þ 1Þ
ϖδχ

χF − χC

�
; ð79Þ

while the subdominant term reads

S ¼ SNjCj
�
qB
γ

�
− 2
1þ3w

k
3ð1−wÞ
2ð1þ3wÞ; ð80Þ

with normalization

SN ¼
�
1 −

π3=2

2

ΓðrC þ 1
2
Þ

ΓðrC þ 1Þ
ϖδχ

χF − χC

�
: ð81Þ

Note that the two modes are obtained only when one keeps
the otherwise negligible contribution in Eq. (66); this is
why we kept it in the first place.
Equation (79) shows that, for a fixed unique parameter

ϖðwÞ of order unity that best approximates Vapprox to δV,
there is one and only one value of χ, for which the dominant
mode vanishes, thereby explaining our numerical findings.
Therefore, one can assume that the best fit is given by

ϖðwÞ ¼ 4

π3=2
ΓðrC þ 1Þ
ΓðrC þ 1

2
Þ ; ð82Þ

leading the dominant term to only vanish for χ ¼ χF, in
agreement with the above results. For w in our range, this
lies between ϖð0Þ ≈ 0.7 and ϖð1=3Þ ≈ 0.8, i.e., a number
of order unity as expected.
With the power spectrum (79) vanishing, there remains

the subdominant piece, which happens to lead to δ ∝
knðw;χFÞ [see Eq. (70)]. This reproduces exactly the features
observed in the previous section and illustrated in Fig. 7,
namely that as χ → χF, the dominant amplitude coefficient
becomes smaller and smaller and thus comes to actually
dominate over the subdominant one only for smaller wave
numbers. In the limit χ ¼ χF, the coefficient exactly
vanishes and the subdominant piece, then being the only
one, becomes the only relevant spectrum.

V. CONCLUSION

In this work, we performed a detailed examination of the
dynamical ambiguity that naturally arises in models of the
primordial universe, in which both the cosmological back-
ground and the perturbations are quantized. A previous
paper had found that quantizing the background and writing
a semiquantum trajectory approximation leads to two differ-
ent potentials for the perturbations, thereby rendering the
theory effectively ambiguous and potentially non predictive.
The model presented in this work is only academic in

that it describes a universe whose dynamics is driven by a
fluid at all times and fails at reproducing the CMB data:
To do so, it would require either w ∼ −2.9 × 10−3 for the
conformal case and w ∼ −0.988 in the fluid case. Both
being negative, the corresponding models are plagued with
incurable instabilities; the model we have discussed here
assumes 0 ≤ w ≤ 1

3
so as to avoid such instabilities. It

merely serves as an illustration of the ambiguity and its
resolution: One can expect that the same techniques using a
scalar field should lead to similar results.
At the classical level, one can build an infinite number of

acceptable and equivalent (i.e., related by canonical trans-
formations) perturbation variables which, upon quantization,
lead to a priori different quantum theories: Obtaining the
Mukhanov-Sasaki variable through performing the canonical
transformation either before quantization or after the semi-
quantum trajectory is obtained yields inequivalent potentials,
and therefore, one would have guessed, to different pre-
dictions for the expected spectrum.We found the astonishing
result that despite the presence of a continuous parameter
describing the various possible potentials, there are only two
possible predictions for the spectral index.
The conformal parametrization reproduces the usual

spectrum with nCS , the amplitude depending on the param-
eters of the semiquantum trajectory.
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There exists, because of the ambiguity, another possible
spectral index, stemming from using the fluid parametriza-
tion. We found, however, this prediction to be very special:
Within our family of potentials depending on one param-
eter χ, we found that all values of χ predict the same
(conformal) spectral index, except when χ → χF exactly, in
which case, one gets a different spectrum with no parameter
and a single well-defined amplitude.
The fluid case can be explained as leading to the

subdominant contribution in the spectrum, the amplitude
of the dominant term vanishing for the special value
χ → χF. In that sense, it represents a set of measure zero
in the general χ ∈R so that one can either deduce that the
conformal case is the generic, and therefore, the correct
one, or, on the contrary, that the fluid case being so special
should represent the correct prediction.
The conformal spectrum depends on the ratio between

the 3D compact manifold and the observable Universe, as
well as on the parameterK coming from quantization of the
background. There exists some amount of degeneracy
between those. The tensor index should be calculated to
raise this degeneracy. It is to be expected that a similar
behavior will be observed.
In quantum bounce models, the Mukhanov variable

belongs to the class of variables that yields the generic
prediction for primordial amplitude spectrum. In this sense,
its use in semiclassical theories like inflation can be given a
deeper justification. On the other hand, it is not the only one
in that class. Moreover, which is the most convenient
choice of variable depends on the choice of internal time
employed in quantization. Hence, the Mukhanov variable
constitutes a valid but no longer a preferred choice in
quantum bounce models.
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APPENDIX: QUANTUM CANONICAL
TRANSFORMATION

Let us start with the Hamiltonian (13) and implement
in a quantum way the canonical transformation taking the
fluid variable ϕk into its classical conformal-equivalent vk.
In what follows, we assume the fields to be real, or more
precisely, we focus on the real parts of the fields, the
imaginary parts being treated in an exactly similar way so
that the full Hamiltonian is merely obtained by adding the
real and imaginary components. Besides, for the sake of
simplicity, we drop the wave number indices so that our
starting point (13) is

Hð2Þ
ϕ ¼ 1

2

�
π2ϕ þ wð1þ wÞ2

�
q
γ

�
4rF

k2ϕ2

�
; ðA1Þ

which is quantized through the replacements ϕ → ϕ̂,
πϕ → π̂ϕ, and q → Q̂, the background Hamiltonian being

taken to be Ĥð0Þ ¼ 1
2
P̂2 þ KQ̂−2; that is, we set κ0 →

1
4
and

c0 ¼ 2K in this appendix; in any case, these variables do
not enter in the subsequent results and can therefore be
given whichever value to simplify the calculations. As all
the variables are now quantum in what follows, we remove
all the hats over the operators.
Let us now perform the quantum version of the canonical

transformation (17). Switching to a different basis pertur-
bation variable v is achieved by introducing a unitary
transformation U½vðϕ; πϕÞ; πvðϕ; πϕÞ� of HB ⊗ HP, the
Hilbert space of states mixing background and perturbation
variables. It can be chosen as

U ¼ eiαðQ;PÞDveiβðQ;PÞv2 ; ðA2Þ

with Dv ¼ 1
2
ðvπv þ πvvÞ so that ½v;Dv� ¼ iv; the two

Hermitian operators α and β depend only on the back-
ground variables Q and P and therefore implicitly on time.
Under the transformation (A2), the field becomes

v ¼ UϕU† ⇒ ϕ ¼ U†vU ¼ e−αvþ � � � ; ðA3Þ

where the ellipsis means higher order terms, which we
neglect—in this case, Oðv3Þ; as a general matter, from that
point on, we assume the leading order and do not write
explicitly the order of the missing terms.
Similarly, the dilation operator transforms into

Dv ¼ UDϕU† ⇒ Dϕ ¼ U†DvU ¼ Dv þ 2βv2; ðA4Þ

which, given our choice (A2), happens to be exact at all
orders. One gets the canonical momentum as

πv ¼
1

2

�
Dvv−1 þ v−1Dv

�
;

and a similar definition for πϕ in terms of the equivalent
Dϕ. This leads to

πϕ ¼ eαπv þ
�
βeα þ eαβ

�
v; ðA5Þ

remembering that ½α; β� ≠ 0.
The operators ϕ and v obey the usual Heisenberg

equation

dϕ
dτ

¼ i
�
Hð2Þ

ϕ ðϕ; πϕÞ;ϕ
�

and
dv
dτ

¼ i
�
Hð2Þ

T ðv; πvÞ; v
�
;

with the Hamiltonian given by (A1), while its transformed

counterpart Hð2Þ
T ðv; πvÞ needs to be determined.
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Using (A3) and expanding the time derivative, one gets

dv
dτ

¼ i

�
UHð2Þ

ϕ U† þ iU
dU†

dτ
; v

�
; ðA6Þ

thereby defining the transformed Hamiltonian Hð2Þ
T . Now,

the time derivative of U reads

dU†

dτ
¼ i

�
Hð2Þ

ϕ ; U†�þ ∂U†

∂τ
;

so that, from (A6), one gets a cancellation of the first term

to yield the total Hamiltonian Hð2Þ
T ðv; πvÞ for the perturba-

tions in terms of the variables v and πv, namely

Hð2Þ
T ðv; πvÞ ¼ iUðv; πvÞU̇†ðv; πvÞ þHð2Þ

ϕ ðU†vU;U†πvUÞ;
ðA7Þ

a dot meaning partial derivative with respect to the time τ
and the last term being calculable from (A1) through the
replacements (A3) and (A5).
Expanding (A2) in powers of v and Dv, the first term

in (A7) reads

iUU̇† ¼ −α̇Dv − ðβ̇ þ α̇β þ βα̇Þv2 � � � : ðA8Þ

We now set α ¼ αðQÞ ¼ lnZr, with Zr the operator
counterpart of (20). The time evolution of α is given by
the Heisenberg equation

α̇ ¼ −i½α; Hð0Þ� ¼ −i
�
αðQÞ; 1

2
P2 þ K

Q2

�
; ðA9Þ

which yields

d
dτ

ln

� ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ w

p �
Q
γ

�
r
�

|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
αðQÞ

¼ α̇ ¼ r
2

�
iQ−2 þ 2Q−1P

�
; ðA10Þ

in which we used ½fðQÞ; P� ¼ idf=dQ. This also yields the
commutation relation

½α̇;α� ¼ −ir2Q−2 ¼ −ir2
ð1þwÞ1=r

γ2
e−2α=r ¼ gðαÞ ðA11Þ

between α and its time derivative.
In order for the transformation (A2) to be canonical, the

term proportional to D in the transformed Hamiltonian
must disappear. This requires its coefficient to vanish, a
condition which is fulfilled provided α and β satisfy

α̇ ¼ eαβeα þ 1

2

�
e2αβ þ βe2α

�
: ðA12Þ

Plugging Eq. (A12) into (A11), one gets

gðαÞ ¼ eα½β; α� þ 1

2
e2α½β; α� þ 1

2
½β; α�e2α;

showing that the commutator ½α; β� can only depend on α.
All terms on the rhs of the above equation commuting, it is
easy to solve for the commutator. One gets

½β; α� ¼ 1

2
e−2αgðαÞ ¼ −

irð1þ wÞ1=r
2γ2

e−2αð1þrÞ=r;

so that β ¼ 1
2
e−2αα̇þ β0ðαÞ. The function β0 can be found

by replacing the above β into (A12). This yields β0 ¼
− 1

2
gðαÞe−2α, and finally

β ¼ 1

2
e−2α½α̇ − gðαÞ� ¼ −

1

4

de−2α

dτ
; ðA13Þ

which is expressed in terms of the background operators as

β ¼ r
4ð1þ wÞ

�
Q
γ

�
−2r

½ið1þ 2rÞQ−2 þ 2Q−1P�: ðA14Þ

One finally gets the Hamiltonian Hð2Þ
T , namely

Hð2Þ
T ¼ i

2
½β; e2α� þ 1

2
e2απ2v þ

1

2

�
ðβeα þ eαβÞ2 − 2ðα̇βþ βα̇Þ

− 2β̇þwð1þwÞ2
�
Q
γ

�
4rF

k2e−2α
�
v2: ðA15Þ

The first term in Eq. (A15) depends only on the background
variables. It can in fact be evaluated as

i
2
½β; e2α� ¼ r2

2Q2
;

which merely implies a correction to the otherwise
unknown parameter K; we neglect this term from now on.
The kinetic term ∝ π2v comes with an overall factor

1
2
e2α ¼ 1

2
ð1þ wÞðQ=γÞ2r, which is exactly of the form

obtained in (21), showing that (A2) is indeed the quantum
analog of the classical canonical transformation (17) with Z
given by (20). Indeed, the wavelength term ∝ k2, upon
factorizing 1

2
ð1þ wÞðQ=γÞ2r appearing in (21), yields

exactly the required factor ðQ=γÞ4ðrF−rÞwk2 as in (22).
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The remaining terms read

ðβeα þ eαβÞ2 ¼ r2

1þ w

�
Q
γ

�
−2r

�
−
1

4
ð1þ rÞð5þ 3rÞQ−4

þ 2ið1þ rÞQ−3PþQ−2P2

�

and

2ðα̇β þ βα̇Þ ¼ r2

2ð1þ wÞ
�
Q
γ

�
−2r�

−ð4r2 þ 8rþ 5ÞQ−4

þ 8ið1þ rÞQ−3Pþ 4Q−2P2
�
;

which can be directly evaluated using the above expres-
sions, as well as

2β̇¼ r
1þw

�
Q
γ

�
−2r

	�
2Kþ1

2
ð1þ rÞð1þ2rÞð3þ2rÞ

�
Q−4

−2ið1þ rÞð1þ2rÞQ−3P− ð1þ2rÞQ−2P2



;

obtained by calculating the commutator of β with the
background Hamiltonian.
Finally, the total potential term can be written as

1

2
ð1þ wÞ

�
Q
γ

�
2r
	�

Q
γ

�
4rF−4r

wk2 þ rðrþ 1Þ
ð1þ wÞ2

�
Q
γ

�
−4r

×Q−2
�
P2 þ 2ið1þ rÞQ−1Pþ gðrÞQ−2

�

v2; ðA16Þ

where

gðrÞ ¼ −
8K þ 6þ 17rþ 16r2 þ 3r3

4ðrþ 1Þ :

Comparison with the Hamiltonian (27) reveals that the
canonical transformation provides an equivalent result
provided the choice cð−2r − 2Þ → gðrÞ is made, which
may not always be possible.
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