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We study transformations of the dynamical fields—a metric, a flat affine connection and a scalar field—
in scalar-teleparallel gravity theories. The theories we study belong either to the general teleparallel setting,
where no further condition besides vanishing curvature is imposed on the affine connection, or the
symmetric or metric teleparallel gravity, where one also imposes vanishing torsion or nonmetricity,
respectively. For each of these three settings, we find a general class of scalar-teleparallel action functionals
which retain their form under the aforementioned field transformations. This is achieved by generalizing
the constraint of vanishing torsion or nonmetricity to nonvanishing, but algebraically constrained torsion or
nonmetricity. We find a number of invariant quantities which characterize these theories independently of
the choice of field variables, and relate these invariants to analogues of the conformal frames known from
scalar-curvature gravity. Using these invariants, we are able to identify a number of physically relevant
subclasses of scalar-teleparallel theories. We also generalize our results to multiple scalar fields, and
speculate on further extended theories with nonvanishing but algebraically constrained curvature.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Our current understanding of the gravitational interaction
is largely based on general relativity, which describes the
gravitational interaction through the curvature of the Levi-
Civita connection of a Lorentzian metric. It is a highly
successful theory, whose predictions agree with observa-
tions on different scales, including the Solar System, black
holes and gravitational waves [1]. However successful, it
leaves a number of open questions to be answered: its
application to cosmology, which leads to the so-called
ΛCDMmodel describing 95% of the matter-energy content
of the universe as dark energy in form of a cosmological
constant Λ and cold dark matter (CDM), is challenged by
observational tensions [2,3], and any attempts to conclu-
sively quantize general relativity or obtain a unified theory
of gravity and the other fundamental interactions have so
far remained unsuccessful. Modified theories of gravity,
which aim to solve these open problems unanswered by
general relativity, are therefore an actively studied topic in
modern physics [4–13].
A large class of theories which is subject to current

research are teleparallel gravity theories [14]. These the-
ories fall into the more general class of metric-affine gravity
theories [15], as they are based on the assumption that
another fundamental field variable besides the metric is an
independent affine connection, which is imposed to be flat.

There are three types of teleparallel theories, conventionally
called general, symmetric and metric teleparallel gravity,
where the latter two are obtained from the general class
by imposing additional constraints on the flat affine
connection—either vanishing torsion or vanishing non-
metricity. The remaining, nonvanishing tensorial properties
of the connection, i.e., nonmetricity in the symmetric case,
torsion in the metric case and both of them in the general
case, then carry the gravitational interaction, and therefore
take the role which is taken by the curvature in general
relativity. Through a suitable choice of the action func-
tional, each of these three types of teleparallel theories
allows the construction of a teleparallel equivalent of
general relativity, where equivalence is to be understood
as leading to identical field equations for the metric and
thus also identical solutions [16–20].
One of the reasons for studying teleparallel gravity

theories is the fact that they admit modifications of their
general relativity equivalents whose dynamics differs from
similar modifications of general relativity, leading to new
possibilities to address the aforementioned observational
tensions [21–23]. One of the most simple modifications,
which is motivated by a similar class of modifications of
general relativity [24–26], is the addition of one or more
scalar fields, which leads to the notion of scalar-torsion
[27–32], scalar-nonmetricity [33,34] and general scalar-
teleparallel [14,35] theories of gravity. Among these
theories one finds large classes which are able to address
open questions in cosmology, while being consistent with*manuel.hohmann@ut.ee
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observations in the Solar System, described by their post-
Newtonian limit.
Numerous aspects of scalar-teleparallel gravity theories

are still to be studied and thoroughly understood. One such
aspect is the conformal frame freedom, which is known
from scalar-curvature gravity theories [36], and has become
an actively debated topic [37–47]. An interesting conse-
quence of this freedom is the existence of a number of
invariant quantities [48,49], which allow the description of
phenomenological properties of scalar-curvature theories
independently of the choice of the conformal frame [50–53].
It has been shown that analogously constructed scalar-torsion
[32] and scalar-nonmetricity [33,34] theories admit a similar
freedom of conformal transformations, either acting on the
tetrad defining the metric and the connection or the metric
alone, thus maintaining the constraints of vanishing curva-
ture and either vanishing nonmetricity or vanishing torsion.
Another open question in modified teleparallel gravity
theories is the appearance of a strong coupling problem
[54–62], which manifests itself by the absence of dynamical
degrees of freedom in the linear perturbation theory around
highly symmetric backgrounds, which reappear in higher
order perturbations, thus challenging the validity of the
perturbative approach to solving the field equations.
The aim of this article is to address some of the afore-

mentioned open questions in scalar-teleparallel gravity. Our
main focus is on the conformal frame freedom,whichwe aim
to study in all three types of scalar-teleparallel theories. For
this purpose, we need to generalize and unify the different
notions of conformal transformations in scalar-torsion and
scalar-nonmetricity theories—either transforming the con-
nection to maintain vanishing nonmetricity or leaving the
connection unchanged to maintain vanishing torsion—and
extend their application to thegeneral scalar-teleparallel class
of theories. Transformations of this type fall into a more
general class of transformations in metric-affine gravity
theories [63].Wewill see that these extended transformations
lead to a natural generalization of scalar-torsion and scalar-
nonmetricity theories to also include nonvanishing non-
metricity and torsion, respectively. The latter may serve as
an additional starting point to also address the question of
strong coupling, as it leads to more general background
geometries around which perturbations may be studied. In
particular, we study the existence of invariant quantities
similar to the scalar-curvature case and the possibility to use
these for a frame-independent characterization of scalar-
teleparallel gravity theories.We consider a single scalar field
at first, and then generalize our results to multiple scalar
fields, wherewe also discuss the difficulties arising from this
generalization.
The outline of this article is as follows. In Sec. II, we

briefly review the dynamical fields in scalar-teleparallel gra-
vity theories, and introduce the class of field transformations
we study in this article. We then provide a brief overview of
the different types of scalar-teleparallel gravity actions in

Sec. III, where we also define the matter coupling we
consider here. The transformation of these actions is studied
in Sec. IV. We make use of these transformations in Sec. V,
wherewe identify a number of invariant quantities. These are
further used in Sec. VI to state the aforementioned action
functionals in particular frames. We generalize our results to
multiple scalar fields in Sec. VII, where we also point out
necessary restrictions arising for this generalization. As an
application of our findings, we provide an invariant charac-
terization of several subclasses of (multi)scalar-teleparallel
theories in Sec. VIII. We end with a conclusion in Sec. IX.

II. FIELD TRANSFORMATIONS
IN SCALAR-TELEPARALLEL GEOMETRY

We will start our discussion with a brief review of the
scalar-teleparallel geometry. Throughout this article, wewill
assume that the fundamental fields mediating the gravita-
tional interaction are given by a metric gμν, an affine con-
nection with coefficients Γμ

νρ, which is imposed to be flat,

Rμ
νρσ ¼ ∂ρΓμ

νσ − ∂σΓμ
νρ þ Γμ

τρΓτ
νσ − Γμ

τσΓτ
νρ ≡ 0; ð1Þ

as well as a scalar field ϕ. In presence of a metric, the
connection is fully characterized by the torsion

Tμ
νρ ¼ Γμ

ρν − Γμ
νρ; ð2Þ

as well as the nonmetricity

Qμνρ ¼ ∇μgνρ ¼ ∂μgνρ − Γσ
νμgσρ − Γσ

ρμgνσ: ð3Þ

This can be seen by defining the contortion

Kμ
νρ ¼

1

2
ðTν

μ
ρ þ Tρ

μ
ν − Tμ

νρÞ; ð4Þ

and the disformation

Lμ
νρ ¼

1

2
ðQμ

νρ −Qν
μ
ρ −Qρ

μ
νÞ: ð5Þ

With the help of these two quantities, it is possible towrite the
difference between the coefficients of the teleparallel and
Levi-Civita connections, i.e., the Christoffel symbols

Γ̊μ
νρ ¼

1

2
gμσð∂νgσρ þ ∂ρgνσ − ∂σgνρÞ; ð6Þ

as

Γμ
νρ − Γ̊μ

νρ ¼ Mμ
νρ ¼ Kμ

νρ þ Lμ
νρ: ð7Þ

Here, Mμ
νρ is called the distortion. Note that we denote

quantities which are defined through the Levi-Civita con-
nection with a circle on top in order to distinguish them from
the corresponding quantities defined through the teleparallel
connection.
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In the following, we will study transformations of the
aforementioned fundamental fields. For the scalar field ϕ,
we consider a general redefinition of the form

ϕ̄ ¼ fðϕÞ ð8Þ

with an arbitrary, invertible function f. For the metric, we
consider a conformal transformation given by

ḡμν ¼ gμνe2γðϕÞ; ð9Þ

where γ is an arbitrary function. Finally, for the connection
we study transformations of the form

Γ̄μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ ζðϕÞδμνϕ;ρ; ð10Þ

with another arbitrary function ζ of the scalar field, for
reasons which shall become as follows. First, note that it
follows from the flatness of the connection that it has a
path-independent parallel transport on simply connected
regions, from which follows that locally its coefficients can
be written as

Γμ
νρ ¼ ðΛ−1Þμσ∂ρΛσ

ν: ð11Þ

This parallel transport changes by a scalar-field dependent
factor ξðϕÞ if we replace the coefficients Λμ

ν by

Λ̄μ
ν ¼ ξðϕÞΛμ

ν; ð12Þ

from which follows that the connection defined by this new
parallel transport has the coefficients

Γ̄μ
νρ ¼ ðΛ̄−1Þμσ∂ρΛ̄σ

ν ¼ Γμ
νρ þ ξ0ðϕÞδμνϕ;ρ; ð13Þ

which becomes equal to the transformation (10) with
ζðϕÞ ¼ ξ0ðϕÞ, reflecting the fact that a constant factor ξ,
which does not depend on ϕ, does not change the
connection. It follows that this transformation retains
the flatness of the connection: by direct calculation, one
finds

R̄μ
νρσ ¼ ∂ρΓ̄μ

νσ − ∂σΓ̄μ
νρ þ Γ̄μ

τρΓ̄τ
νσ − Γ̄μ

τσΓ̄τ
νρ

¼ Rμ
νρσ ≡ 0: ð14Þ

Further, we find the transformation of the torsion

T̄μ
νρ ¼ Γ̄μ

ρν − Γ̄μ
νρ ¼ Tμ

νρ − 2ζðϕÞδμ½νϕ;ρ� ð15Þ

and the nonmetricity

Q̄μνρ ¼ ∇̄μḡνρ ¼ e2γðϕÞ½Qμνρ − 2ðζðϕÞ − γ0ðϕÞÞgνρϕ;μ�:
ð16Þ

Hence, we see that if the initial teleparallel connection is
torsion-free, Tμ

νρ ¼ 0, then this property is also retained by
the transformed connection, provided that we choose
ζðϕÞ≡ 0. Similarly, if we start from a metric-compatible
connection, Qμνρ ¼ 0, then this holds also for the trans-
formed connection, if we choose ζðϕÞ≡ γ0ðϕÞ. We will
make use of these choices when we consider the trans-
formation of metric and symmetric teleparallel geometries
and gravity theories in the following sections. Further, we
will use the convention that indices of transformed (barred)
tensor fields are raised and lowered with the transformed
metric ḡμν, while indices of original (unbarred) tensor fields
are raised and lowered with the original metric gμν.

III. ACTION

We will now introduce a number of scalar-teleparallel
gravitational theories, whose behavior under the pre-
viously introduced field transformations we will study in
the remainder of this article. We start by introducing the
general form of the matter action, which defines the
coupling between the matter and gravitational fields, in
Sec. III A. For the gravitational part of the action, we have
to distinguish three different cases, depending on whether
we impose vanishing torsion or nonmetricity, or allow for
both of them to be nonvanishing. We start with the latter
case, known as general teleparallel gravity, in Sec. III B. We
then impose vanishing torsion in Sec. III C and vanishing
nonmetricity in Sec. III D.

A. Matter part

We start our discussion of scalar-teleparallel gravity
theories by providing a general matter action, which we
choose to be of the form

Sm
h
gμν;Γμ

νρ;ϕ; χI
i
¼ Ŝm

h
gμνe2αðϕÞ;Γμ

νρ þ βðϕÞδμνϕ;ρ; χI
i
;

ð17Þ

with two free functions α and β of the scalar field and an
arbitrary set χI of matter fields. Writing the variation of the
matter action as

δSm ¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θμνδgμν þHμ

νρδΓμ
νρ þΦδϕþϖIδχ

I

�
×

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð18Þ

we identify the energy-momentum tensor Θμν, hypermo-
mentum Hμ

νρ, nonminimal matter coupling Φ and matter
field equations ϖI. It follows from the assumed structure
(17) of the matter action that these are not independent.
This can be seen by writing the variation as
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δŜm ¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θ̂μνδðgμνe2αÞ þ Ĥμ

νρδðΓμ
νρ þ βδμνϕ;ρÞ þ ϖ̂Iδχ

I

�
e4α

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x

¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θ̂μνe2αðδgμν þ 2gμνα0δϕÞ þ Ĥμ

νρðδΓμ
νρ þ β0δμνϕ;ρδϕþ βδμνδϕ;ρÞ þ ϖ̂Iδχ

I

�
e4α

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x

¼
Z
M

�
1

2
e6αΘ̂μνδgμν þ e4αĤμ

νρδΓμ
νρ þ

h
e6αα0Θ̂μνgμν − β∇̊ν

�
e4αĤμ

μν
	i

δϕþ e4αϖ̂Iδχ
I


 ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x ð19Þ

after integration by parts, where here and in the remainder
of this article we omit the function arguments for brevity,
unless they are required for clarity. By comparison with the
variation (18), we can thus identify the terms

Θμν ¼ e6αΘ̂μν; Hμ
νρ ¼ e4αĤμ

νρ;

Φ¼ e6αα0Θ̂μνgμν − β∇̊ν

�
e4αĤμ

μν
	
; ϖI ¼ e4αϖ̂I; ð20Þ

and so we find the relation

Φ ¼ α0Θ − β∇̊νHμ
μν; ð21Þ

where we have defined Θ ¼ Θμνgμν. This relation then also
enters the gravitational field equations, which we will not
discuss here for brevity.

B. General teleparallel gravity

In the most general case, we will study the class of
general teleparallel gravity actions defined by

SG½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AðϕÞGþ 2BðϕÞX þ 2CðϕÞU

þ 2DðϕÞV þ 2EðϕÞW − 2κ2VðϕÞ�
×

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð22Þ

where we introduced the abbreviations

G ¼ 2Mμ
ρ½μMρν

ν�; X ¼ −
1

2
gμνϕ;μϕ;ν; U ¼ Tμ

μνϕ;ν;

V ¼ Qνμ
μϕ;ν; W ¼ Qμ

μνϕ;ν; ð23Þ

andA, B, C,D, E, V are functions of the scalar field, whose
choice determines a particular action within this class.
Theories of this type were studied in [64], and generalize a
class of theories discussed in [14,35]. This action is
motivated by analogy to the well-known class of scalar-
curvature gravity theories [25,26]. Note that there are
several equivalent possibilities to impose the flatness of
the connection: either by restricting the variation of the
connection, or by introducing a Lagrange multiplier
[14,65]. Here we choose the latter approach, and introduce
another contribution to the action given by

Sr½rμνρσ;Γμ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
rμνρσRμ

νρσd4x; ð24Þ

where the tensor density rμνρσ is the Lagrange multiplier
which enforces the flatness (1). The full action of general
scalar-teleparallel gravity is then given by

Sgen ¼ SG þ Sr þ Sm; ð25Þ

and its properties will be discussed in the following
sections.

C. Symmetric teleparallel gravity

In symmetric teleparallel gravity, one considers a con-
nection with vanishing torsion, in addition to the vanishing
curvature condition. Following the same line of thought as
for the general teleparallel case discussed above, we
implement this additional constraint by introducing another
Lagrange multiplier term

St½tμνρ;Γμ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
tμνρTμ

νρd4x ð26Þ

into the action, with another tensor density tμνρ. Imposing
this constraint, we find that the gravity scalar G reduces to

Q ¼ 1

4
QμνρQμνρ −

1

2
QμνρQρμν −

1

4
Qρμ

μQρν
ν þ 1

2
Qμ

μρQρν
ν;

ð27Þ

while U vanishes. It follows that the general scalar-
teleparallel action (22) reduces to the scalar-nonmetricity
class of actions given by

SQ½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AðϕÞQþ 2BðϕÞX þ 2DðϕÞV

þ 2EðϕÞW − 2κ2VðϕÞ� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x; ð28Þ

which generalizes a class of theories discussed in [33,34].
The total action is thus given by

Ssym ¼ SQ þ Sr þ St þ Sm; ð29Þ

and will also be studied in this article.
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D. Metric teleparallel gravity

Finally,we come to themetric teleparallel class of theories,
where in addition to vanishing curvature we impose vanish-
ing nonmetricity by a Lagrange multiplier term

Sq½qμνρ; gμν;Γμ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
qμνρQμνρd4x; ð30Þ

whereqμνρ is again a tensor density. Under this constraint, the
gravity scalar G reduces to

T ¼ 1

4
TμνρTμνρ þ

1

2
TμνρTρνμ − Tμ

μρTν
νρ; ð31Þ

while V andW vanish. The general scalar-teleparallel action
(22) thus reduces to the scalar-torsion class

ST ½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AðϕÞT þ 2BðϕÞX þ 2CðϕÞU

− 2κ2VðϕÞ� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x; ð32Þ

which was discussed in detail in [32]. The final structure of
the action is thus given by

Smet ¼ ST þ Sr þ Sq þ Sm; ð33Þ

which resembles that of the previously introduced cases. This
concludes the family of scalar-teleparallel gravity theories
we study in this work.

IV. TRANSFORMATION OF GRAVITY THEORIES

Wewill now study the behavior of the different classes of
scalar-teleparallel gravity theories under the transformations
of the fundamental fields which we displayed in Sec. II. For
this purpose, we consider a new action functional S̄ for the
transformed fields ḡμν, Γ̄μ

νρ, ϕ̄, which is defined in full
analogy to S, but with the parameter functionsA, B, C,D, E,
V, α, β replaced by new functions Ā, B̄, C̄, D̄, Ē, V̄, ᾱ, β̄. This
new action will involve the quantities

Ḡ ¼ e−2γ½Gþ 2γ0ð2U − V þWÞ þ 12γ02X�; ð34aÞ

T̄ ¼ e−2γðT þ 4ζU þ 12ζ2XÞ; ð34bÞ

Q̄ ¼ e−2γ½Qþ 2ðζ − γ0ÞðV −WÞ þ 12ðζ − γ0Þ2X�; ð34cÞ

X̄ ¼ e−2γf02X; ð34dÞ

Ū ¼ e−2γf0ðU þ 6ζXÞ; ð34eÞ

V̄ ¼ e−2γf0½V þ 16ðζ − γ0ÞX�; ð34fÞ

W̄ ¼ e−2γf0½W þ 4ðζ − γ0ÞX� ð34gÞ

in place of the corresponding unbarred quantities in the
gravitational part of the action. As in the previous section,
where we outlined the different classes on scalar-teleparallel
action we study here, we will proceed for each class
separately, starting with the general matter action in
Sec. IVA. We then continue with the general teleparallel
case inSec. IV B, followedby the symmetric teleparallel case
in Sec. IV C and finally the metric teleparallel case in
Sec. IVD.

A. Matter part

We start with the matter part of the new action, which is
given by

S̄m½ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄;χI� ¼ Ŝm

�
ḡμνe2ᾱðϕ̄Þ; Γ̄μ

νρþ β̄ðϕ̄Þδμνϕ̄;ρ;χI
�

¼ Ŝm

�
gμνe2ᾱðfðϕÞÞþ2γðϕÞ;Γμ

νρ

þζðϕÞδμνϕ;ρþ β̄ðfðϕÞÞf0ðϕÞδμνϕ;ρ;χI
�
:

ð35Þ

By comparison with the original action (17) we now see
that both actions for the original fields gμν, Γμ

νρ, ϕ agree if
and only if the defining functions are related by

α ¼ ᾱþ γ; β ¼ f0β̄ þ ζ; ð36Þ

where we omitted the arguments again, and it is understood
that the transformed (barred) functions depend on
ϕ̄ ¼ fðϕÞ, while the original (unbarred) functions depend
on ϕ. Writing the variation as

δS̄m ¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θ̄μνδḡμν þ H̄μ

νρδΓ̄μ
νρ þ Φ̄δϕ̄þ ϖ̄Iδχ

I

� ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−ḡ

p
d4x

¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θ̄μνe2γðδgμν þ 2gμνγ0δϕÞ þ H̄μ

νρðδΓμ
νρ þ ζ0δμνϕ;ρδϕþ ζδμνδϕ;ρÞ þ Φ̄f0δϕþ ϖ̄Iδχ

I

�
e4γ

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x

¼
Z
M

�
1

2
e6γΘ̄μνδgμν þ e4γH̄μ

νρδΓμ
νρ þ

�
e4γγ0Θ̄μνḡμν − ζ∇̊νðe4γH̄μ

μνÞ þ e4γf0Φ̄
�
δϕþ e4γϖ̄Iδχ

I

� ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð37Þ
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we see that the matter terms transform as

Θμν ¼ e6γΘ̄μν; Hμ
νρ ¼ e4γH̄μ

νρ; Φ ¼ e4γ
�
γ0Θ̄ − ζ ̊∇̄νH̄μ

μν þ f0Φ̄
	
; ϖI ¼ e4γϖ̄I: ð38Þ

One can perform a few consistency checks on this result. First, note that from the definition of the matter action S̄m by the
first line of (35), which is analogous to the definition (17) of Sm, one finds the corresponding relation

Θ̄μν ¼ e6ᾱΘ̂μν; H̄μ
νρ ¼ e4ᾱĤμ

νρ; Φ̄ ¼ e6ᾱᾱ0Θ̂μνḡμν − β̄ ̊∇̄ν

�
e4ᾱĤμ

μν
	
; ϖ̄I ¼ e4ᾱϖ̂I; ð39Þ

from which then also follows

Φ̄ ¼ ᾱ0Θ̄ − β̄ ̊∇̄νH̄μ
μν: ð40Þ

Substituting the matter terms (39) in the transformation (38) and comparing with the corresponding terms (20), one finds
again the transformation (36). Similarly, one finds that also the relations (21) and (40) are connected by the same
transformation rules.

B. General teleparallel gravity

We proceed in full analogy with the gravitational part of the action, starting with the general teleparallel case. With the
transformations (34) at hand, we can now replace the action (22) by the new action

S̄G½ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
½−Āðϕ̄ÞḠþ 2B̄ðϕ̄ÞX̄ þ 2C̄ðϕ̄ÞŪ þ 2D̄ðϕ̄ÞV̄ þ 2Ēðϕ̄ÞW̄ − 2κ2V̄ðϕ̄Þ� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−ḡ

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−Ā½Gþ 2γ0ð2U − V þWÞ þ 12γ02X� þ 2B̄f02X þ 2C̄f0ðU þ 6ζXÞ

þ 2D̄f0½V þ 16ðζ − γ0ÞX� þ 2Ēf0½W þ 4ðζ − γ0ÞX� − 2κ2e2γV̄

 ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−g
p

d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−ĀGþ 2½f02B̄ − 6γ02Āþ 6ζf0C̄ þ 4ðζ − γ0Þf0ð4D̄þ ĒÞ�X

þ 2ðf0C̄ − 2γ0ĀÞU þ 2ðf0D̄þ γ0ĀÞV þ 2ðf0Ē − γ0ĀÞW − 2κ2e2γV̄

 ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−g
p

d4x: ð41Þ

We see that this reproduces the original action SG for the
original fields if and only if the parameter functions are
related by

A ¼ e2γĀ; ð42aÞ

B ¼ e2γ½f02B̄ − 6γ02Āþ 6ζf0C̄ þ 4ðζ − γ0Þf0ð4D̄þ ĒÞ�;
ð42bÞ

C ¼ e2γðf0C̄ − 2γ0ĀÞ; ð42cÞ

D ¼ e2γðf0D̄þ γ0ĀÞ; ð42dÞ

E ¼ e2γðf0Ē − γ0ĀÞ; ð42eÞ

V ¼ e4γV̄: ð42fÞ

In order to complete the transformation of the action, we
also need to replace the Lagrange multiplier part by

S̄r½r̄μνρσ; Γ̄μ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
r̄μνρσR̄μ

νρσd4x ¼
Z
M
r̄μνρσRμ

νρσd4x;

ð43Þ

recalling from the transformation (14) that the curvature
tensor is invariant under the class of transformations we
consider. It follows that this action becomes equal to Sr if
we set

rμνρσ ¼ r̄μνρσ: ð44Þ

In summary, we thus find that under a transformation of the
dynamical variables, the total action Sgen retains its form,
where the defining functions obey the transformations (36)
and (42).
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C. Symmetric teleparallel gravity

We then come to the symmetric teleparallel case. Recall
from Sec. III C that we constructed the action for scalar-
nonmetricity gravity by introducing a Lagrange multiplier
which imposes vanishing torsion in the scalar-teleparallel
action. Here we follow the same procedure to study the
behavior of the scalar-nonmetricity theory under field
transformations, and start with the Lagrange multiplier
part St. Proceeding analogously to the previously discussed
actions, we find that it obeys the transformation

S̄t½t̄μνρ; Γ̄μ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
t̄μνρT̄μ

νρd4x

¼
Z
M
t̄μνρ
�
Tμ

νρ − 2ζδμ½νϕ;ρ�

�
d4x: ð45Þ

Hence, we find that this term is, in general, not form-invariant,
unless ζ≡ 0. This leaves uswith two options:most obviously,
we could restrict ourselves to transformations which leave this
action form invariant; such transformations, which would be
pure conformal transformations of themetric and redefinitions
of the scalar field, have been introduced in [33]. Alternatively,
we can study a more general class of actions, which retains its
form under the full class of transformations. Here we decide
for the latter, and consider a more general Lagrangemultiplier
term defined by

S0t½tμνρ;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

Z
M
tμνρ
�
Tμ

νρ − 2T ðϕÞδμ½νϕ;ρ�

�
d4x; ð46Þ

with another free function T of the scalar field. It is now
straightforward to calculate the transformation

S̄0t½t̄μνρ; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄� ¼

Z
M
t̄μνρ
�
T̄μ

νρ − 2T̄ ðϕ̄Þδμ½νϕ̄;ρ�

�
d4x

¼
Z
M
t̄μνρ
�
Tμ

νρ − 2ðf0T̄ þ ζÞδμ½νϕ;ρ�

�
d4x:

ð47Þ

We see that this indeed reproduces the original action for the
original fields, provided that the Lagrange multiplier and the
newly introduced function T follow the transformation

tμνρ ¼ t̄μνρ; T ¼ f0T̄ þ ζ: ð48Þ

However, the enhanced form-invariance comes at a price: the
connection is no longer imposed to be torsion-free, but instead
the torsion is fixed by the algebraic (i.e., no derivatives on the
torsion) constraint

Tμ
νρ ¼ 2T ðϕÞδμ½νϕ;ρ�; ð49Þ

which is nonvanishing in general. It follows that under this
constraint the general scalar-teleparallel action SG (22) does
not reduce to the scalar-nonmetricity actionSQ (28). Imposing
the constraint (49), we find that the scalar terms in the action
become

G ¼ Qþ 2T ðV −WÞ þ 12T 2X; U ¼ −6T X: ð50Þ

It thus follows that under this constraint the general scalar-
teleparallel action (22) becomes equivalent to

S0Q½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
f−A½Qþ 2T ðV −WÞ þ 12T 2X� þ 2BX − 12CT X þ 2DV þ 2EW − 2κ2Vg ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−g
p

d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AQþ 2ðB − 6CT − 6AT 2ÞX þ 2ðD −AT ÞV þ 2ðE þAT ÞW − 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−A

Q
Qþ 2B

Q
X þ 2D

Q
V þ 2E

Q
W − 2κ2V

Q

	 ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x: ð51Þ

Note that formally this action S0Q has the same form as SQ, but with different parameter functions

A
Q
¼ A; B

Q
¼ B − 6CT − 6AT 2; D

Q
¼ D −AT ; E

Q
¼ E þAT ; V

Q
¼ V; ð52Þ

which agree with the original functions only if T ≡ 0. Hence, in the following we will study the class of theories defined by
the generalized scalar-nonmetricity action

S0sym ¼ S0Q þ Sr þ S0t þ Sm: ð53Þ

We can then proceed by studying the transformation of the action S0Q under field transformations, and we find that this is
given by

FIELD TRANSFORMATIONS AND INVARIANT QUANTITIES IN … PHYS. REV. D 109, 064003 (2024)

064003-7



S̄0Q½ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−Ā

Q
ðϕ̄ÞQ̄þ 2B̄

Q
ðϕ̄ÞX̄ þ 2D̄

Q
ðϕ̄ÞV̄ þ 2Ē

Q
ðϕ̄ÞW̄ − 2κ2V̄

Q
ðϕ̄Þ
� ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−ḡ
p

d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−Ā

Q
½Qþ 2ðζ − γ0ÞðV þWÞ þ 12ðζ − γ0Þ2X� þ 2B̄

Q
f02X

þ 2D̄
Q
f0½V þ 16ðζ − γ0ÞX� þ 2Ē

Q
f0½W þ 4ðζ − γ0ÞX� − 2κ2e2γV̄

Q


 ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−Ā

Q
Qþ 2

�
f02B̄

Q
− 6ðζ − γ0Þ2Ā

Q
þ 4ðζ − γ0Þf0

�
4D̄
Q
þ Ē

Q

��
X

þ 2

�
f0D̄

Q
− ðζ − γ0ÞĀ

Q

�
V þ 2

�
f0Ē

Q
þ ðζ − γ0ÞĀ

Q

�
W − 2κ2e2γV̄

Q


 ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x: ð54Þ

We thus find that this action retains its form, provided that
the parameter functions undergo the transformations

A
Q
¼ e2γĀ

Q
; ð55aÞ

B
Q
¼ e2γ

�
f02B̄

Q
− 6ðζ − γ0Þ2Ā

Q
þ 4ðζ − γ0Þf0

�
4D̄
Q
þ Ē

Q

��
;

ð55bÞ

D
Q
¼ e2γ

�
f0D̄

Q
− ðζ − γ0ÞĀ

Q

�
; ð55cÞ

E
Q
¼ e2γ

�
f0Ē

Q
þ ðζ − γ0ÞĀ

Q

�
; ð55dÞ

V
Q
¼ e4γV̄

Q
: ð55eÞ

We see that these transformations apparently differ from the
transformations (42) we have found in the general tele-
parallel case. Nevertheless, they are closely related, and in
fact equivalent: if we make use of their definition (52) for
both the original and the transformed functions, and then
apply the transformations (42) and (48), we obtain again
the transformation rules (55). We also remark that ζ appears
only in the combination ζ − γ0, which originates from the
transformation (16) of the nonmetricity. This will be used
later in this article.

D. Metric teleparallel gravity

We finally come to the metric teleparallel case, which we
discuss following the same steps as in the symmetric
teleparallel case studied above. In this case, we have
constructed a scalar-torsion action in Sec. III D by intro-
ducing a Lagrange multiplier term Sq, in order to impose
vanishing nonmetricity. Under a field transformation, we
find that this term transforms as

S̄q½q̄μνρ; ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
q̄μνρQ̄μνρd4x

¼
Z
M
q̄μνρ½Qμνρ − 2ðζ − γ0Þgνρϕ;μ�e2γd4x:

ð56Þ

Again we see that this part of the action does not retain its
form unless ζ≡ γ0; transformations which obey this
restriction have been discussed in detail in [32]. Here,
however, we aim to lift this restriction, and enlarge the class
of theories such that it retains its form under the general
class of field transformations we study in this article. For
this purpose, we modify the Lagrange multiplier term such
that it reads

S0q½qμνρ; gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

Z
M
qμνρ½Qμνρ − 2QðϕÞgνρϕ;μ�d4x;

ð57Þ

with a newly introduced functionQ of the scalar field. This
modified term undergoes the transformation

S̄0q½q̄μνρ; ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄�

¼
Z
M
q̄μνρ½Q̄μνρ − 2Q̄ðϕ̄Þḡνρϕ̄;μ�d4x

¼
Z
M
q̄μνρ½Qμνρ − 2ðf0Q̄þ ζ − γ0Þgνρϕ;μ�e2γd4x; ð58Þ

and so we see that it resembles the original term if and only
if we set

qμνρ ¼ e2γ q̄μνρ; Q ¼ f0Q̄þ ζ − γ0: ð59Þ

The price we have to pay for this enhanced form invariance,
besides introducing another free functionQ into the action,
is the fact that the connection is no longer metric compat-
ible, but now possesses nonvanishing nonmetricity

Qμνρ ¼ 2QðϕÞgνρ: ð60Þ
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We can view this condition as an algebraic constraint on the
teleparallel connection coefficients Γμ

νρ. Imposing this
constraint, we find that the general scalar-teleparallel action
SG (22) does not reduce to the scalar-torsion action ST (32)
anymore. Note that under the constraint (60) the scalar
terms in the action reduce to

G ¼ T þ 4QU þ 12Q2X; V ¼ −16QX; W ¼ −4QX:

ð61Þ

Inserting these relations in the general scalar-teleparallel
action (22), we find that it becomes equivalent to

S0T ½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AðT þ 4QU þ 12Q2XÞ þ 2BX þ 2CU − 32DX − 8EX − 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AT þ 2ðB − 16DQ − 4EQ − 6AQ2ÞX þ 2ðC − 2AQÞU − 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−A

T
T þ 2B

T
X þ 2C

T
U − 2κ2V

T

� ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð62Þ

which has formally the same form as ST , but now depends on the parameter functions

A
T
¼ A; B

T
¼ B − 16DQ − 4EQ − 6AQ2; C

T
¼ C − 2AQ; V

T
¼ V: ð63Þ

The total action we will study in the following is thus given as

S0met ¼ S0T þ Sr þ S0q þ Sm: ð64Þ

We finally also derive the transformation of S0T under general field transformations. In this case, we find the transformation

S̄0T ½ḡμν; Γ̄μ
νρ; ϕ̄� ¼

1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−Ā

T
ðϕ̄ÞT̄ þ 2B̄

T
ðϕ̄ÞX̄ þ 2C̄

T
ðϕ̄ÞŪ − 2κ2V̄

T
ðϕ̄Þ
� ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−ḡ
p

d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−Ā

T
ðT þ 4ζU þ 12ζ2XÞ þ 2B̄

T
f02X þ 2C̄

T
f0ðU þ 6ζXÞ − 2κ2e2γV̄

T

� ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x

¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
e2γ
�
−Ā

T
T þ 2

�
f02B̄

T
− 6ζ2Ā

T
þ 6ζf0C̄

T

�
X þ 2

�
f0C̄

T
− 2ζĀ

T

�
U − 2κ2e2γV̄

T

� ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x: ð65Þ

It follows that the action remains form invariant, where
the functions in the original and transformed actions are
related by

A
T
¼ e2γĀ

T
; ð66aÞ

B
T
¼ e2γ

�
f02B̄

T
− 6ζ2Ā

T
þ 6ζf0C̄

T

�
; ð66bÞ

C
T
¼ e2γ

�
f0C̄

T
− 2ζĀ

T

�
; ð66cÞ

V
T
¼ e4γV̄

T
: ð66dÞ

We finally remark that we could have obtained the same
relations by making use of the definition (63), together with
the transformations (42) and (48) of the constituting
functions. With these transformations at hand, we conclude
the discussion of the transformation of scalar-teleparallel

gravity actions, and will study their properties in the
following sections.

V. INVARIANT QUANTITIES

We have seen in Sec. IV that the actions of the different
classes of scalar-teleparallel gravity theories which we
study in this article retain their form under the given class
of field transformations of the metric, connection and scalar
field, provided that we perform a suitable transformation of
the free functionsA, B, C, D, E, V, T ,Q, α, β which select
a particular action from these classes. A similar behavior is
well known from scalar-curvature theories of gravity [36],
as well as similarly constructed scalar-torsion theories [32].
This fact has motivated the construction of a number of
invariant quantities in scalar-curvature [48,50–53] and
scalar-torsion [32] theories, and it has been conjectured
that any observables derived from such theories can be
expressed completely in terms of these invariants. In this
section, we show that similar invariant quantities can also

FIELD TRANSFORMATIONS AND INVARIANT QUANTITIES IN … PHYS. REV. D 109, 064003 (2024)

064003-9



be constructed for general scalar-teleparallel theories as
well as their symmetric and metric counterparts.
We start with the functions A, V and α, for which we

have seen that their transformation depends on γ only,
without any derivatives. For these we can proceed in full
analogy to the scalar-curvature and scalar-torsion cases and
define

I ¼ e2α

A
; U ¼ V

A2
: ð67Þ

These functions of the scalar field are true invariants in the
sense that under an arbitrary field transformation defined by
functions γ, ζ, f they transform as

Īðϕ̄ðxÞÞ ¼ ĪðfðϕðxÞÞÞ ¼ IðϕðxÞÞ; ð68Þ

and analogously for U, which means that even though the
functional form of I as a function of its scalar field changes
due to the fact that the scalar field variable changes, this
change is such that it simply compensates the transforma-
tion of the scalar field, and the value of these invariants
remains the same at every spacetime point, independently
of the choice of the scalar field variable through which
it is evaluated. We then continue with the functions C, D
and E, whose transformation involves also the derivative γ0.
In order to compensate this term in the transformation, we
can combine these functions with a suitable derivative term

A0 ¼ e2γð2γ0Āþ f0Ā0Þ; α0 ¼ f0ᾱ0 þ γ0; ð69Þ

where it is understood that a prime on a barred function
denotes its derivative with respect to the function argument
ϕ̄, which explains the appearance of f0 from the inner
derivative. This allows us to construct the invariants

K ¼ C þ 2α0A
2e2α

; M ¼ D − α0A
2e2α

; N ¼ E þ α0A
2e2α

;

ð70Þ

or alternatively

H ¼ C þA0

2A
; J ¼ 2D −A0

4A
; L ¼ 2E þA0

4A
: ð71Þ

As for the previously defined quantities I and U, these
are invariant under transformations of the metric with an
arbitrary function γ, and trivially also invariant under con-
nection transformations with a function ζ. However, under a
redefinition of the scalar field they transform covariantly as

K ¼ f0K̄; ð72Þ
and equivalently for the remaining invariants. We proceed
with the functionsT and β, whose transformation involves ζ,
but does not involve γ. This transformation therefore cannot
be compensated by any of the previously discussed func-
tions, but we can define the invariant

S ¼ T − β; ð73Þ
which is invariant under transformations of themetric and the
connection, but follows the covariant transformation (72).
We then come to Q, whose transformation involves the
combination ζ − γ0. Building upon the construction of other
invariants performed above, we find the invariant

P ¼ Qþ α0 − β; ð74Þ
which again satisfies the covariant transformation rule (72).
Finally, we are left withB, whose transformation behavior is
themost involved.We can follow a similar approach as above
and introduce compensating terms involving α and β. One
then finds that the function

G ¼ B − 6α02A − 6βC þ 4ðα0 − βÞð4Dþ EÞ
2e2α

ð75Þ

is invariant under transformations of the metric and the
connection, while under scalar field reparametrizations it
transforms as

G ¼ f02Ḡ: ð76Þ
Note that the invariants above are not independent; in
particular, we have the relations

2ðIK −HÞ ¼ −4ðIM − J Þ ¼ 4ðIN − LÞ ¼ I 0

I
; ð77Þ

which hints towards the possibility to construct new invar-
iants from those given above. In particular, one can use the
functions appearing in the symmetric and metric teleparallel
action functionals to construct the invariants

K
T
¼

C
T
þ 2βA

T

2e2α
; M

Q
¼

D
Q
− ðα0 − βÞA

Q

2e2α
; N

Q
¼

E
Q
þ ðα0 − βÞA

Q

2e2α
; ð78Þ

or alternatively

H
T
¼

C
T
þA

T

0 þ 2A
T
Q

2A
T

; J
Q
¼

2D
Q
−A

Q

0 þ 2A
Q
T

4A
Q

; L
Q
¼

2E
Q
þA

Q

0 − 2A
Q
T

4A
Q

: ð79Þ
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Through the definitions (52) and (63), they are related to the previously defined invariants by

K
T
¼ K −

P
I
; M

Q
¼ M −

S
2I

; N
Q

¼ N þ S
2I

; H
T
¼ H; J

Q
¼ J ; L

Q
¼ L; ð80Þ

and satisfy the relations

2
�
IK

T
−H

T

	
¼ I 0

I
− 2P; −4

�
IM

Q
− J

Q

�
¼ 4

�
IN

Q
− L

Q

�
¼ I 0

I
þ 2S: ð81Þ

From the quantities B
Q
and B

T
one can similarly define

G
Q
¼

B
Q
− 6ðα0 − βÞ2A

Q
þ 4ðα0 − βÞð4D

Q
þ E

Q
Þ

2e2α
; G

T
¼

B
T
− 6β2A

T
− 6βC

T

2e2α
; ð82Þ

but one also has another possibility, using eitherA
Q
and T orA

T
andQ in place of α and β as compensating terms, which then

leads to

F
Q
¼

2A
Q
B
Q
−3ðA

Q

0 − 2A
Q
T Þ2 þ 4ðA

Q

0 − 2A
Q
T Þð4D

Q
þ E

Q
Þ

4A
Q

2
; F

T
¼

2A
T
B
T
−3ðA

T

0 þ 2A
T
QÞ2 − 6ðA

T

0 þ 2A
T
QÞC

T

4A
T

2
: ð83Þ

Again we remark that the former two terms are obtained from previously defined invariants via

G
Q
¼ G − 6KS −

3S2

I
; G

T
¼ G − 4ð4MþN ÞP −

3P2

I
ð84Þ

while they are interrelated by

F
Q
¼ IG

Q
− 2ð4M

Q
þN

Q
Þð2IS þ I 0Þ − 3ð2IS þ I 0Þ2

4I2
; F

T
¼ IG

T
− 3K

T
ð2IP − I 0Þ − 3ð2IP − I 0Þ2

4I2
: ð85Þ

So far the quantities we have defined appear rather
arbitrary, except for the sole fact that they are invariant
under transformations of the metric and the teleparallel
affine connection. However, it turns out that the invariant
combinations we have shown here are particularly useful
for an invariant formulation of scalar-teleparallel gravity
theories, as we will see in the following section. Further,
also their remaining transformation behavior (72) and (76)
is not by accident, but has a clear geometric meaning,
which will become clear in Sec. VII D, where we extend the
construction of invariants to multiple scalar fields.

VI. FRAMES

The full virtue of the invariant quantities we have defined
in the previous section lies in the fact that they can be used
for a formulation of scalar-teleparallel gravity theories
which is invariant under transformations of the metric
and the teleparallel affine connection. The key ingredient to
this formulation is the definition of a set of invariant field
variables, in terms on which the action and field equations

of scalar-teleparallel gravity theories can be expressed with
the help of invariant functions only. Here we present two
such choices of variables, or frames in a terminology
borrowed from scalar-curvature theories. These have prop-
erties similar to the well-known Jordan frame, as discussed
in Sec. VI A, as well as the Einstein frame, discussed in
Sec. VI B, which appear in scalar-curvature gravity theo-
ries. Since these frames are obtained only through trans-
formations of the metric and the teleparallel affine
connection, we will leave the scalar field unchanged,
unless stated otherwise.

A. Jordan-like frame

In the scalar-curvature class of gravity theories, the
Jordan frame, whose associated quantities we will define
with the letter J, is defined such that there is no direct
coupling between the scalar field and any matter fields [36].
By comparison with the matter action (17) we see that this
is the case if and only if both coupling functions vanish,
hence
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α
J ≡ β

J ≡ 0: ð86Þ

By setting the transformed frame, which we denoted with a
bar in previous sections, equal to the Jordan frame, we see
from the transformation (36) that we can transform from
any other frame into the Jordan frame by applying the
transformation

γ
J ¼ α; ζ

J
¼ β; ð87Þ

where α and β are the coupling functions defined in the
original frame, from which the transformation is to be
performed. One finds that under this transformation the
metric and the connection become

g
J
μν ¼ e2αgμν; Γμ

J

νρ ¼ Γμ
νρ þ βδμνϕ;ρ: ð88Þ

Note that these field variables are invariant in the sense that
if we had started from any other frame, which is related by
transformations γ and ζ, we would find

g
J
μν ¼ e2αgμν ¼ e2ðᾱþγÞgμν ¼ e2ᾱḡμν ¼ ḡ

J

μν; ð89Þ

as well as

Γ
J
μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ βδμνϕ;ρ ¼ Γμ
νρ þ ðβ̄ þ ζÞδμνϕ;ρ

¼ Γ̄μ
νρ þ β̄δμνϕ;ρ ¼ Γ̄

J
μ
νρ: ð90Þ

Further, one finds that not only the field variables become
invariant, but also the functions in the gravitational action.
Applying the transformation (87) with the rules (42), one
finds that in the Jordan frame the defining functions become

A
J
¼ 1

I
; B

J
¼ 2G; C

J
¼ 2K;

D
J
¼ 2M; E

J
¼ 2N ; V

J
¼ U

I2
: ð91Þ

A similar result is obtained for the scalar-nonmetricity class
of theories. With the transformation rules (48) and (55) one
finds

A
Q

J
¼ 1

I
; B

Q

J
¼ 2G

Q
; D

Q

J
¼ 2M

Q
;

E
Q

J
¼ 2N

Q
; V

Q

J
¼ U

I2
; T

J
¼ S: ð92Þ

Finally, one can apply the same transformation also to scalar-
torsion theories, for which the rules (59) and (66) yield

A
T

J
¼ 1

I
; B

T

J
¼ 2G

T
; C

T

J
¼ 2K

T
; V

T

J
¼ U

I2
; Q

J
¼ P: ð93Þ

In summary, we see that in the Jordan frame any scalar-
teleparallel gravity theory which belongs to one of the three
classes we discuss here is characterized by a number of
invariants which appear in the gravitational part of the action
only. Note that one still has the freedom to reparametrize the
scalar field ϕwith an arbitrary invertible function f, and that
onlyI andU are invariant under this reparametrization,while
the remaining functions transform covariantly. We will
discuss this remaining freedom in Sec. VII.

B. Einstein-like frame

Another commonly used frame in the scalar-curvature
class of gravity theories is the Einstein frame, in which there
is no direct coupling between the scalar field and the Ricci
scalar in the gravitational part of the action [36]. A similar
frame has been found also in a class of scalar-torsion theories
which is invariant under conformal rescalings of the tetrad
[32]. For the class of general scalar-teleparallel theories
whichwe study in this article, one could similarly impose the
condition A≡ 1. However, note that this would determine
only the function γ defining the conformal transformation of
the metric, while the action (22) does not offer any preferred
choice for the function ζ defining the transformation of
the teleparallel affine connection. This is different for the
scalar-nonmetricity and scalar-torsion classes presented in
Secs. IV C and IV D, in which there exists another function
T or Q, which defines the algebraic constraint on the
torsion or nonmetricity, respectively. One can thus define a
frame by imposing the additional condition that the
corresponding function vanishes, so that the connection
becomes either symmetric or metric compatible, which
then fixes the function ζ. We will discuss these definitions
of an Einstein frame for the two relevant classes of
theories below.
We start with the generalized class of scalar-nonmetricity

theories defined in Sec. IV C. In this case we define the
Einstein frame by imposing vanishing coupling of the
scalar field to the nonmetricity scalar and vanishing torsion
of the connection, which translates to the conditions

A
Q

E ≡ 1; T
E ≡ 0: ð94Þ

By comparison to the transformation rules (48) and (55),
we see that this frame is obtained from an arbitrary frame
by applying the transformation defined by

γ
E ¼ 1

2
lnA

Q
; ζ

E
¼ T ; ð95Þ

under which the metric and the connection become
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g
E
μν ¼ A

Q
gμν; Γ

Eμ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ T δμνϕ;ρ: ð96Þ

As for the Jordan frame, these are invariant field variables,
in the sense that their definition does not depend on the
choice of the original frame. Finally, we are left with
expressing the remaining functions in the action, which
now includes also the functions α and β defining the matter
coupling of the scalar field, in terms of invariant quantities.
In this case we find that they are given by

B
Q

E
¼ 2F

Q
; D

Q

E
¼ 2J

Q
; E

Q

E
¼ 2L

Q
;

V
Q

E
¼ U; α

E ¼ 1

2
ln I ; β

E
¼ −S: ð97Þ

By comparison with their values (92) in the Jordan frame,
we now see that the invariants I and S, which previously
defined the coupling to the nonmetricity scalar and the
torsion constraint, now define the matter coupling.
We then continue with the generalized scalar-torsion

class of theories. In this case we define the Einstein frame
by imposing vanishing coupling to the torsion scalar and
vanishing nonmetricity, fromwhichwe obtain the conditions

A
T

E ≡ 1; Q
E ≡ 0 ð98Þ

on the parameter functions in the gravitational part of the
action. From the transformation rules (59) and (66) we then
find that this frame is related to an arbitrary frame by the
transformation

γ
E ¼ 1

2
lnA

T
; ζ

E
¼ Qþ

A
T

0

2A
T

: ð99Þ

In this case the invariant metric and connection thus read

g
E
μν ¼ A

T
gμν; Γ

Eμ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ
 
Qþ

A
T

0

2A
T

!
δμνϕ;ρ: ð100Þ

Finally, the parameter functions in the action are now
expressed in terms of invariant quantities as

B
T

E
¼ 2F

T
; C

T

E
¼ 2H

T
; V

T

E
¼ U;

α
E ¼ 1

2
ln I ; β

E
¼ I 0

2I
− P: ð101Þ

As in the scalar-nonmetricity case, we see that the invariants
I and P, which define the coupling to the torsion scalar and
the nonmetricity through the relations (93) in the Jordan
frame, now define the matter coupling. Wewill return to this

observation in Sec. VIII, when we give a physical interpre-
tation to these invariants.

VII. MULTISCALAR-TELEPARALLEL
EXTENSION

So far we have considered only scalar-teleparallel gravity
theories in which there exists a single scalar field as a
dynamical field variable next to the metric and flat affine
connection. We now show how our results are generalized
to the case of multiple scalar fields, hence giving rise to
multiscalar-teleparallel theories of gravity. In this section
we thus replace the single scalar field ϕ by a scalar field
multiplet ϕ ¼ ðϕa; a ¼ 1;…; NÞ of N scalar fields. This is
motivated by a similar generalization which can be con-
structed in scalar-curvature [24,49] and scalar-torsion [32]
theories of gravity. For the scalar-teleparallel we study in
this article, a similar generalization is possible, but not
without intricacies, which we discuss in this section. We
start with a discussion of the field transformations in
Sec. VII A. The multiscalar-teleparallel action functionals
are defined in Sec. VII B, and their transformation is shown
in Sec. VII C. From these transformations, we obtain
invariant quantities in Sec. VII D. Finally, we generalize
the notion of Jordan and Einstein frames to multiscalar-
teleparallel theories in Sec. VII E.

A. Field transformation

We start our discussion of the multiscalar-teleparallel
case by defining the transformation of the fundamental
fields and studying the resulting transformation of derived
geometric objects. For the scalar fields, this means that we
have to replace the single function f by N functions fa,
which define the transformation

ϕ̄a ¼ faðϕÞ; ð102Þ

and now depend on all scalar fields in the multiplet ϕ. As in
the single-field case, we restrict ourselves to functions fa

such that this transformation is invertible. For the metric,
the transformation reads

ḡμν ¼ gμνe2γðϕÞ; ð103Þ

and thus the only change is the fact that now also the
function γ depends on all scalar fields. Finally, for the
connection we study a generalized transformation of
the form

Γ̄μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ ζaðϕÞδμνϕa
;ρ ð104Þ

defined by N functions ζa, where we have chosen the index
position such that we can make use of the Einstein
summation convention also for indices which label scalar
fields, as it will turn out to be well defined throughout the
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remainder of this article. We can then study the trans-
formation of derived geometric objects. For the torsion, we
find the transformation

T̄μ
νρ ¼ Tμ

νρ − 2ζaδ
μ
½νϕ

a
;ρ�; ð105Þ

while the transformation of the nonmetricity reads

Q̄μνρ ¼ e2γ½Qμνρ − 2ðζa − γ;aÞgνρϕa
;μ�: ð106Þ

Here and in the following, a subscript with a comma
denotes a derivative of a function with respect to the
corresponding scalar field. For the curvature, however, we
now find a nonvanishing contribution

R̄μ
νρσ ¼ Rμ

νρσ − 2ζ½a;b�δ
μ
νϕa

;ρϕ
b
;σ: ð107Þ

Note the appearance of a term ζ½a;b�, which vanishes in
the single-field case. One obvious possibility to maintain
vanishing curvature is to consider only transformations of
the form ζa ¼ ξ;a with some function ξðϕÞ of the scalar
fields, such that this condition is automatically satisfied.
This is motivated by the geometric interpretation given in
Sec. II that locally a flat connection corresponds to a
path-independent parallel transport described by a locally
transported basis Λμ

ν, which we can now transform with
a scalar-field dependent rescaling defined by

Λ̄μ
ν ¼ ξðϕÞΛμ

ν; ð108Þ

such that the connection defined by Λ̄μ
ν has the coef-

ficients

Γ̄μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ ξ;aðϕÞδμνϕa
;ρ: ð109Þ

Alternatively, one may proceed as for the torsion and
nonmetricity before and enlarge the class of theories and
also study theories in which the curvature is nonvanish-
ing, but determined by an algebraic constraint equation.
While the latter would exceed the scope of this article,
we will keep ζa arbitrary wherever possible, and remark
on the implications and necessity of setting ζa ¼ ξ;a
wherever it leads to any nontrivial consequences.

B. Scalar-teleparallel action

Before we can study the transformation of multiscalar-
teleparallel gravity theories, we first need to define their
action functionals, which now also involve all scalar fields.
We start with the matter action, which we now assume to be
of the generalized form

Sm½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕa; χI� ¼ Ŝm½gμνe2αðϕÞ;Γμ

νρ þ βaðϕÞδμνϕa
;ρ; χI�;
ð110Þ

with a single function α and N functions βa of the scalar
field. For the variation of the matter action we write

δSm ¼
Z
M

�
1

2
Θμνδgμν þHμ

νρδΓμ
νρ þΦaδϕ

a þϖIδχ
I

�
×

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð111Þ

where we now have N termsΦa. As in the single-field case,
it follows from the structure (110) of the action that these
termsΦa are not independent, but can be expressed through
the energy-momentum and hypermomentum tensors as

Φa ¼ α;aΘ − βa∇̊νHμ
μν: ð112Þ

We then turn our focus to the gravitational part of the
action. First, note that the scalar terms in the action which
involve the scalar field generalize to

Xab ¼ −
1

2
gμνϕa

;μϕ
b
;ν; Ua ¼ Tμ

μνϕa
;ν;

Va ¼ Qνμ
μϕ

a
;ν; Wa ¼ Qμ

μνϕa
;ν; ð113Þ

where Xab is obviously symmetric in its indices. This larger
number of scalar quantities, which are now organized in
multiplets, must also be reflected by the parameter func-
tions, which govern their contribution to the gravitational
action. For the general scalar-teleparallel action this means
that it now becomes

SG½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕa� ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AðϕÞGþ 2BabðϕÞXab

þ 2CaðϕÞUa þ 2DaðϕÞVa þ 2EaðϕÞWa

− 2κ2VðϕÞ� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x; ð114Þ

and so it depends on functions A, Bab, Ca, Da, Ea, V. In
order to proceed towards the symmetric and teleparallel
cases, we need to consider the generalized Lagrange
multiplier terms S0t and S0q introduced in Sec. IV. A naive
generalization of these terms to multiple scalar fields reads

S0t½tμνρ;Γμ
νρ;ϕa� ¼

Z
M
tμνρ
h
Tμ

νρ − 2T aðϕÞδμ½νϕa
;ρ�
i
d4x

ð115Þ

and

S0q½qμνρ; gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕa� ¼

Z
M
qμνρ½Qμνρ − 2QaðϕÞgνρϕa

;μ�d4x;

ð116Þ
which now each depend on N functions T a and Qa,
respectively. However, note that constraining the torsion
and the nonmetricity also imposes a constraint on the
curvature through the Bianchi identities
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Rμ½νρσ� ¼ ∇½νTμ
ρσ� þ Tμ

ω½νTω
ρσ� ¼ 2δμ½νϕ

a
;ρϕ

b
;σ�T a;b ð117Þ

and

2RðρσÞμν ¼ 2∇½μQν�ρσ þ Tω
μνQωρσ ¼ 4ϕa

;½μϕ
b
;ν�gρσQa;b:

ð118Þ

We see that in order for these to vanish for arbitrary scalar
field configurations we must impose the restrictions
T ½a;b� ≡ 0 and Q½a;b� ≡ 0, since otherwise these constraints
would not be compatible with the flatness constraint.
Imposing the constraint (115) on the torsion, we find

that the terms in the multiscalar-teleparallel action
reduce to

G¼Qþ 2T aðVa −WaÞþ 12T aT bXab; Ua ¼−6T bXab;

ð119Þ
while the constraint (116) for the nonmetricity yields

G ¼ T þ 4QaUa þ 12QaQbXab; Va ¼ −16QbXab;

Wa ¼ −4QbXab: ð120Þ
It follows that we can write the multiscalar-nonmetricity
action as

S0Q½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕa� ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−A

Q
ðϕÞQþ 2B

Q
abðϕÞXab þ 2D

Q
aðϕÞVa þ 2E

Q
aðϕÞWa − 2κ2V

Q
ðϕÞ
� ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−g
p

d4x; ð121Þ

while the multiscalar-torsion action becomes

S0T ½gμν;Γμ
νρ;ϕa� ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M

�
−A

T
ðϕÞT þ 2B

T
abðϕÞXab þ 2C

T
aðϕÞUa − 2κ2V

T
ðϕÞ
� ffiffiffiffiffiffi

−g
p

d4x; ð122Þ

where the appearing parameter functions are related by

A
Q
¼ A; B

Q
ab ¼ Bab − 6CðaT bÞ − 6AT aT b; D

Q
a ¼ Da −AT a; E

Q
a ¼ Ea þAT a; V

Q
¼ V ð123Þ

and

A
T
¼ A; B

T
ab ¼ Bab − 16DðaQbÞ − 4EðaQbÞ − 6AQaQb; C

T
a ¼ Ca − 2AQa; V

T
¼ V; ð124Þ

respectively. This completes the family of multiscalar-
teleparallel gravity actions, which we discuss in the
following.

C. Transformation of multiscalar-teleparallel
gravity

We now study the transformation of the various
multiscalar-teleparallel gravity actions introduced in
Sec. VII B under the generalized field transformations
introduced in Sec. VII A, following the procedure detailed
for the single-field case in Sec. IV. We start with the matter
action (110). Following the same steps as outlined for the
single-field case in Sec. IVA, we find that the functions
defining the matter coupling transform as

α ¼ ᾱþ γ; βa ¼ fb;aβ̄b þ ζa: ð125Þ

We then turn our attention towards the gravitational part of
the action. First note that the scalar quantities constructed
from the field variables undergo the transformations

Ḡ ¼ e−2γ½Gþ 2γ;að2Ua − Va þWaÞ þ 12γ;aγ;bXab�;
ð126aÞ

T̄ ¼ e−2γðT þ 4ζaUa þ 12ζaζbXabÞ; ð126bÞ

Q̄ ¼ e−2γ½Qþ 2ðζa − γ;aÞðVa −WaÞ
þ 12ðζa − γ;aÞðζb − γ;bÞXab�; ð126cÞ

X̄ab ¼ e−2γfa;cfb;dX
cd; ð126dÞ

Ūa ¼ e−2γfa;bðUb þ 6ζcXbcÞ; ð126eÞ

V̄a ¼ e−2γfa;b½Vb þ 16ðζc − γ;cÞXbc�; ð126fÞ

W̄a ¼ e−2γfa;b½Wb þ 4ðζc − γ;cÞXbc�: ð126gÞ

With the help of these formulas, we can study the trans-
formation of the different contributions to the gravitational
part of the action. From the general multiscalar-teleparallel
action (114), we read off the transformations
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A ¼ e2γĀ; ð127aÞ

Bab ¼ e2γ½fc;afd;bB̄cd − 6γ;aγ;bĀþ 6ζðafc;bÞC̄c

þ 4ðζða − γða;Þfc;bÞð4D̄c þ ĒcÞ�; ð127bÞ

Ca ¼ e2γðfb;aC̄b − 2γ;aĀÞ; ð127cÞ

Da ¼ e2γðfb;aD̄b þ γ;aĀÞ; ð127dÞ

Ea ¼ e2γðfb;aĒb − γ;aĀÞ; ð127eÞ

V ¼ e4γV̄: ð127fÞ

Similarly, for the multiscalar-nonmetricity action (121) we
find the transformations

A
Q
¼ e2γĀ

Q
; ð128aÞ

B
Q
ab ¼ e2γ

�
fc;afd;bB̄Qab − 6ðζa − γ;aÞðζb − γ;bÞĀ

Q

þ 4ðζða − γ;ðaÞfc;bÞ
�
4D̄
Q
c þ Ē

Q
c

��
; ð128bÞ

D
Q
a ¼ e2γ

�
fb;aD̄

Q
;b − ðζa − γ;aÞĀ

Q

�
; ð128cÞ

E
Q
a ¼ e2γ

�
fb;aĒ

Q
;b þ ðζa − γ;aÞĀ

Q

�
; ð128dÞ

V
Q
¼ e4γV̄

Q
; ð128eÞ

while the multiscalar-torsion action (122) transforms as

A
T
¼ e2γĀ

T
; ð129aÞ

B
T
ab ¼ e2γ

�
fc;afd;bB̄T cd − 6ζaζbĀ

T
þ 6ζðafc;bÞC̄Tc

�
; ð129bÞ

C
T
a ¼ e2γ

�
fb;aC̄

T
b − 2ζaĀ

T

�
; ð129cÞ

V
T
¼ e4γV̄

T
: ð129dÞ

To complete our discussion, we also need to consider the
Lagrange multiplier terms, which enforce the vanishing
curvature, torsion and nonmetricity, respectively. From the
latter two, given by the functionals (115) and (116), we find
the transformations

T a ¼ fb;aT̄ b þ ζa; Qa ¼ fb;aQ̄b þ ζa − γ;a: ð130Þ

Finally, we must also consider the term (24), whose
transformation now becomes

S̄r½r̄μνρσ; Γ̄μ
νρ� ¼

Z
M
r̄μνρσR̄μ

νρσd4x

¼
Z
M
r̄μνρσðRμ

νρσ − 2δμνϕa
;ρϕ

b
σζ½a;b�Þd4x;

ð131Þ

and so in contrast to the single-field case it does not retain
its form, unless ζ½a;b� ≡ 0. One possibility would be to
proceed in analogy to the Lagrange multiplier terms for the
torsion and nonmetricity, and consider a more general term

S0r½rμνρσ;Γμ
νρ;ϕ� ¼

Z
M
rμνρσ½Rμ

νρσ − 2δμνϕa
;ρϕ

b
σR½a;b��d4x;

ð132Þ

which includes new functions Ra of the scalar field, and
imposes the constraint

Rμ
νρσ ¼ 2δμνϕa

;ρϕ
b
σR½a;b� ð133Þ

on the curvature of the connection. Similar considerations
would also be necessary if we abandoned the restrictions
T ½a;b� ≡ 0 or Q½a;b� ≡ 0. However, this would lead to a
nonflat connection, which has a number of consequences,
which must be taken into account. Most notably, the
difference between the scalar G and the Ricci scalar R̊ is
no longer a boundary term, which invalidates the GR limit
of the theory given by the GTEGR action, and so the action
SG must be modified accordingly to include also curvature
terms. This would extend the discussion into the general
metric-affine class of theories, which exceeds the scope of
this article; see [63] for possible extensions. Here we
restrict ourselves to the original flatness constraint (24),
and thus consider only such transformations for which
ζa ≡ ξ;a for some function ξ of the scalar fields, such
that ζ½a;b� ≡ 0.

D. Invariant quantities

Using the transformation behavior of the parameter
functions in the multiscalar-teleparallel gravity action, it
is now straightforward to generalize the construction of
invariant quantities constructed in the single-field case.
First, note that for the functions A, V and α there is no
significant difference to the single-field case, and so the
invariants I and U are defined in full analogy. Note that
these functions now depend on all scalar fields, and so in
place of their (single) derivative, which we used to
construct further invariants, we now have the derivatives

A;a ¼ e2γð2γ;aĀþ fb;aĀ;bÞ; α;a ¼ fb;aᾱ;b þ γ;a: ð134Þ
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Together with the functions Ca,Da and Ea, we can use these
to construct the invariants

Ka ¼
Ca þ 2α;aA

2e2α
; Ma ¼

Da − α;aA
2e2α

;

N a ¼
Ea þ α;aA

2e2α
; ð135Þ

and similarly

Ha ¼
Ca þA;a

2A
; J a ¼

2Da −A;a

4A
; La ¼

2Ea þA;a

4A
:

ð136Þ

As in the single-field case, these are invariant only under
transformations of the metric and the connection with
functions γ and ζa, while under scalar field transformations
they transform covariantly as

Ka ¼ fb;aK̄b; ð137Þ
and analogously for the other invariants. The same holds
also for the quantities

Sa ¼ T a − βa; Pa ¼ Qa þ α;a − βa; ð138Þ

which are constructed from T a, Qa and βa. Finally, the
term constructed from Bab now takes the form

Gab ¼
Bab − 6α;aα;bA − 6βðaCbÞ þ 4ðα;ða − βðaÞð4DbÞ þ EbÞÞ

2e2α
; ð139Þ

where we must take care of the symmetry in its two indices, and transforms as

Gab ¼ fc;afd;bḠcd: ð140Þ

By comparison of the transformation rules (137) and (140), which generalize the rules (72) and (76) found in the single-field
case, we now see that Gab transforms as the components of a symmetric rank-two tensor on the space of scalar fields, while
the previously introduced invariants which carry one index transform as the components of a covector. Keeping this
geometric interpretation in mind, it is not surprising that the (exterior) derivative of a scalar invariant such as I yields the
components of a vector invariant. This becomes apparent, e.g., in the relations

2ðIKa −HaÞ ¼ −4ðIMa − J aÞ ¼ 4ðIN a − LaÞ ¼
I ;a

I
: ð141Þ

Also in the multiscalar-teleparallel case we can proceed to construct invariants also for the symmetric and metric classes of
theories. For the vector invariants, one finds the straightforward generalizations

K
T
a ¼

C
T
a þ 2βA

T

2e2α
; M

Q
a ¼

D
Q
a − ðα0 − βÞA

Q

2e2α
; N

Q
a ¼

E
Q
a þ ðα0 − βÞA

Q

2e2α
ð142Þ

and

H
T
a ¼

C
T
a þA

T
;a þ 2A

T
Qa

2A
T

; J
Q

a ¼
2D
Q
a −A

Q
;a þ 2A

Q
T a

4A
Q

; L
Q
a ¼

2E
Q
a þA

Q
;a − 2A

Q
T a

4A
Q

; ð143Þ

which are expressed in terms of the previously constructed invariants as

K
T
a ¼ Ka −

Pa

I
; M

Q
a ¼ Ma −

Sa

2I
; N

Q
a ¼ N a þ

Sa

2I
; H

T
a ¼ Ha; J

Q
a ¼ J a; L

Qa
¼ La; ð144Þ

and satisfy the relations

2

�
IK

T
a −H

T
a

�
¼ I ;a

I
− 2Pa; −4

�
IM

Q
a − J

Q
a

�
¼ 4

�
IN

Q
a − L

Q
a

�
¼ I ;a

I
þ 2Sa: ð145Þ

Similarly, for the tensor invariants one finds the generalizations
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G
Q
ab ¼

B
Q
ab − 6ðα;a − βaÞðα;b − βbÞA

Q
þ 4ðα;ða − βðaÞð4D

Q
bÞ þ E

Q
bÞÞ

2e2α
; G

T
ab ¼

B
T
ab − 6βaβbA

T
− 6βðaC

T
bÞ

2e2α
; ð146Þ

as well as

F
Q
ab ¼

2A
Q
B
Q

ab − 3ðA
Q
;a − 2A

Q
T aÞðA

Q
;b − 2A

Q
T bÞ þ 4ðA

Q
;ða − 2A

Q
T ðaÞð4D

Q
bÞ þ E

Q
bÞÞ

4A
Q

2
; ð147aÞ

F
T
ab ¼

2A
T
B
T

ab − 3ðA
T
;a þ 2A

T
QaÞðA

T
;b þ 2A

T
QbÞ − 6ðA

T
;ða þ 2A

T
QðaÞC

T
bÞ

4A
T

2
: ð147bÞ

In terms of the previously constructed invariants they read

G
Q
ab ¼ Gab − 6KðaSbÞ −

3SaSb

I
; G

T
ab ¼ Gab − 4ð4Mða þN ðaÞPbÞ −

3PaPb

I
ð148Þ

and are related by

F
Q
ab ¼ IG

Q
ab − 2ð4M

Q
ða þN

Q
ðaÞð2ISbÞ þ I ;bÞÞ −

3ð2ISa þ I ;aÞð2ISb þ I ;bÞ
4I2

; ð149aÞ

F
T
ab ¼ IG

T
ab − 3K

T
ðað2IPbÞ − I ;bÞÞ −

3ð2IPa − I ;aÞð2IPb − I ;bÞ
4I2

: ð149bÞ

This concludes our construction of invariants in the multi-
scalar-teleparallel gravity theories we consider here, pro-
ceeding in full analogy to the single-field case. As in the
latter, one may expect that the particular invariants shown
here are of particular use in the formulation of such
theories, and we will show this below. We finally remark
that if we impose the restriction ζ½a;b� ≡ 0 on the allowed
transformations of the connection, in order to retain its
flatness, then also quantities such as

β½a;b�; T ½a;b�; Q½a;b� ð150Þ

are invariant under the restricted class of transformations,
where we recall that the latter two must vanish as a
consequence of the Bianchi identities in order to be
compatible with vanishing curvature. We will see the
relevance of such terms in the following section.

E. Frames

In Sec. VI we have constructed scalar-teleparallel ana-
logues to the Jordan and Einstein frames which are known
from scalar-curvature gravity theories. We now generalize
these frames to multiscalar-teleparallel theories, where we
must pay attention to possible restrictions arising from the
condition ζ½a;b� which we impose to maintain vanishing
curvature of the teleparallel affine connection. At first, we

take a look at the Jordan frame, which we introduced in
Sec. VI A. If we simply generalize the condition (86) to
multiscalar-teleparallel theories, it reads

α
J ≡ β

J

a ≡ 0; ð151Þ

and thus leads to the transformation

γ
J ¼ α; ζ

J

a ¼ βa: ð152Þ

However, keeping in mind the restriction ζ½a;b� ≡ 0, we see
that this is possible only if β½a;b� ≡ 0, unless one extends the
class of theories beyond the teleparallel paradigm and also
allows for algebraically determined, yet nonvanishing
curvature. Since we do not delve into this extension in
this article, we conclude that a true teleparallel Jordan
frame exists in the multiscalar-teleparallel case only for a
particularly restricted class of matter couplings. Proceeding
further in analogy to the single-field case, we then define
the Jordan frame metric and connection by

g
J
μν ¼ e2αgμν; Γ

J
μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ βaδ
μ
νϕa

;ρ; ð153Þ

and find that they are again invariant in the sense that
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g
J
μν ¼ e2αgμν ¼ e2ðᾱþγÞgμν ¼ e2ᾱḡμν ¼ ḡ

J

μν ð154Þ

and

Γ
J
μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ βaδ
μ
νϕa

;ρ ¼ Γμ
νρ þ ðβ̄a þ ζaÞδμνϕa

;ρ

¼ Γ̄μ
νρ þ β̄aδ

μ
νϕa

;ρ ¼ Γ̄
J
μ
νρ ð155Þ

are defined independently of the choice of the original
frame. Finally, for the parameter functions in the gravita-
tional part of the action, we now find that in the general
multiscalar-teleparallel case they become

A
J
¼ 1

I
; B

J

ab ¼ 2Gab; C
J

a ¼ 2Ka;

D
J

a ¼ 2Ma; E
J

a ¼ 2N a; V
J
¼ U

I2
; ð156Þ

while in the multiscalar-nonmetricity theories we have

A
Q

J
¼ 1

I
; B

Q

J

ab ¼ 2G
Q
ab; D

Q

J

a ¼ 2M
Q

a;

E
Q

J

a ¼ 2N
Q

a; V
Q

J
¼ U

I2
; T

J

a ¼ Sa; ð157Þ

and for the multiscalar-torsion theories we find

A
T

J
¼ 1

I
; B

T

J

ab ¼ 2G
T
ab; C

T

J

a ¼ 2K
T
a;

V
T

J
¼ U

I2
; Q

J

a ¼ Pa; ð158Þ

which is a straightforward generalization of the single-
field case.
We then continue with the Einstein frame in generalized

multiscalar-nonmetricity theories, which we define by the
conditions

A
Q

E ≡ 1; T
E

a ≡ 0: ð159Þ

Hence, the corresponding transformation from an arbitrary
frame is given by

γ
E ¼ 1

2
lnA

Q
; ζ

E

a ¼ T a; ð160Þ

and also here we see that this is possible without violating
the flatness constraint only for theories which satisfy
T ½a;b� ≡ 0, as demanded by the Bianchi identities in this
case. For theories which do not satisfy this condition it is
not possible to find a frame in which both torsion and
curvature vanish simultaneously, and so we see that such

theories constitute a genuine extension to the purely
multiscalar-nonmetricity theories, which we do not study
here. Assuming that the condition is satisfied, we can thus
define the invariant metric and connection as

g
E
μν ¼ A

Q
gμν; Γμ

E

νρ ¼ Γμ
νρ þ T aδ

μ
νϕa

;ρ; ð161Þ

and finally express the multiscalar-nonmetricity action
through the invariants

B
Q

E

ab ¼ 2F
Q
ab; D

Q

E

a ¼ 2J
Q
a; E

Q

E

a ¼ 2L
Q
a;

V
Q

E
¼ U; α

E ¼ 1

2
ln I ; β

E

a ¼ −Sa; ð162Þ

once again in full analogy to the single-field case.
Finally, we turn our attention to the Einstein frame in

generalized scalar-torsion theories, which we now define
by the conditions

A
T

E ≡ 1; Q
E

a ≡ 0; ð163Þ

from which we deduce the transformation

γ
E ¼ 1

2
lnA

T
; ζ

E

a ¼ Qa þ
A
T
;a

2A
T

: ð164Þ

Also here we see that the flatness constraint for the
connection obstructs the existence of this frame unless
Q½a;b� ≡ 0. As in the previously studied multiscalar-non-
metricity theories, we thus find the possibility to study a
genuine extension to the pure multiscalar-torsion class of
theories. Only for the nonextended class we can define the
invariant Einstein frame field variables as

g
E
μν ¼ A

T
gμν; Γ

E
μ
νρ ¼ Γμ

νρ þ
 
Qa þ

A
T
;a

2A
T

!
δμνϕa

;ρ: ð165Þ

Finally, the parameter functions in the action now become

B
T

E

ab ¼ 2F
T
ab; C

T

E

a ¼ 2H
T
a; V

T

E
¼ U;

α
E ¼ 1

2
ln I ; β

E

a ¼
I ;a

2I
− Pa: ð166Þ

This concludes our discussion of frames in multiscalar-
teleparallel gravity theories. With these results at hand, we
can now characterize a few subclasses of these theories
independently of the choice of the frame. This will be done
in the following section.
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VIII. INVARIANT CHARACTERIZATION
OF THEORIES

In the previous sections we have studied the trans-
formation of (multi)scalar-teleparallel gravity theories
under a particular class of field transformations and found
a number of invariant quantities which describe these
theories independently of the choice of their field variables.
It is natural to expect that any physical predictions made
by these theories are independent of the choice of these
variables, and so we expect that these are fully determined
in terms of invariants. In this section we will make use of
these invariants in order to characterize a few subclasses of
the general (multi)scalar-teleparallel theories and discuss
some of their properties. While a full phenomenological
analysis of these theories would exceed the scope of
this article, we aim to give at least a broad overview.
The (multi)scalar-teleparallel equivalent of (multi)scalar-
curvature gravity is discussed in Sec. VIII A. In Sec. VIII B,
we include a coupling prescription of the scalar field to the
teleparallel boundary term. In Sec. VIII C, we discuss
theories with no derivative coupling of the scalar field.
Note that in all cases we keep the discussion general and
consider an arbitrary number of scalar fields, while
remarking on the single-field case if it has exhibits any
significant difference from the multifield case. It is there-
fore understood that all appearing parameter functions
depend on the scalar field multiplet ϕ.

A. Scalar-teleparallel equivalent
of scalar-curvature gravity

The different classes of (multi)scalar-teleparallel theories
we study in this article are motivated by a similar class of
(multi)scalar-curvature actions, which are defined by the
action [25,26]

SSCG ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M

h
AR̊þ 2BabXab − 2κ2V

i ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
d4x; ð167Þ

where the only dynamical field variable is the metric.
Hence, also the matter action has no coupling to the
teleparallel connection, and so it takes the form

Sm½gμν;ϕa; χI� ¼ Ŝm½gμνe2α; χI�: ð168Þ

A crucial observation is the fact that the Ricci scalar R̊ of
the Levi-Civita connection, which is the constituting
ingredient of the Einstein-Hilbert action, is related to the
teleparallel gravity scalar G (which reduces to Q in the
symmetric teleparallel case and T in the metric teleparallel
case) by a boundary term,

R̊ ¼ −Gþ B; B ¼ 2∇̊μM½νμ�
ν; ð169Þ

and so the (multi)scalar-curvature action can be rewritten as

SSCG ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½Að−Gþ BÞ þ 2BabXab − 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g

p
d4x:

ð170Þ

Note that the termAB is not a boundary term anymore, as it
contains the function A of the scalar fields. However,
rewriting it using

A∇̊μM½νμ�
ν ¼ ∇̊μðAM½νμ�

νÞ −A;aM½νμ�
ν∇̊μϕ

a

¼ ∇̊μðAM½νμ�
νÞ −

1

2
A;að2Ua − Va þWaÞ;

ð171Þ
we see that up to a boundary term the action becomes
equivalent to the action of the general teleparallel equiv-
alent of scalar-curvature gravity, which reads [14]

SGTESC ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AGþ 2BabXab −A;að2Ua −Va þWaÞ

− 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x: ð172Þ

Comparing this action with the general multiscalar-
teleparallel action (114), we see that it is a special case
with the parameter functions given by

Ca ≡ −2Da ≡ 2Ea ≡ −A;a: ð173Þ

These functions, of course, change if we perform a trans-
formation of the metric and the teleparallel connection.
However, we see by comparison with the definition (136)
that these conditions are equivalently written as

Ha ≡ J a ≡ La ≡ 0; ð174Þ

and thus expressed in terms of invariants. We have thus
found an invariant characterization of the equivalents of
(multi)scalar-curvature theories within the general class of
(multi)scalar-teleparallel theories of gravity.
It is straightforward to derive analogous conditions also

for the generalized scalar-nonmetricity and scalar-torsion
classes of gravity theories. If we include the Lagrange
multiplier term (115) to constrain the torsion, we obtain the
action

SSTESC¼
1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AQþ2ðBabþ6A;ðaT bÞ−6AT aT bÞXab

þðA;a−2AT aÞðVa−WaÞ−2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x

ð175Þ
of the generalized scalar-nonmetricity equivalent of scalar-
curvature gravity, with the equivalent of scalar-curvature
gravity given by the case T a ≡ 0 [33,34]. In this case, we
see that we find the subclass of multiscalar-nonmetricity
actions (121) given by
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2D
Q
a ≡ −2E

Q
a ≡A

Q
;a − 2A

Q
T a: ð176Þ

We thus see that these theories are invariantly characterized
by

J
Q

a ≡ L
Q
a ≡ 0: ð177Þ

Finally, for the generalized scalar-torsion equivalent we
include the Lagrange multiplier term (116) constraining the
nonmetricity, which yields the action

SMTESC ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AT þ 2ðBab − 6A;ðaQbÞ

− 6AQaQbÞXab − 2ðA;a þ 2AQaÞUa

− 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x; ð178Þ

with the scalar-torsion equivalent of scalar-curvature grav-
ity given by Qa ≡ 0 [32]. We thus see that a generalized
multiscalar-torsion theory belongs to this class if and only if
its parameter functions satisfy the condition

−C
T
a ≡A

T
;a þ 2A

T
Qa; ð179Þ

which is expressed through invariant quantities as

H
T
a ≡ 0: ð180Þ

This completes our discussion of scalar-curvature equiv-
alents in all three families of scalar-teleparallel gravity
theories.

B. Theories with boundary term coupling

A straightforward generalization of the action (170) of
(multi)scalar-curvature gravity is to introduce a different
coupling function Z for the boundary term, so that it takes
the form

SBCG ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AGþ 2BabXab − ZB − 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g

p
d4x:

ð181Þ

Once again performing integration by parts, as for the
scalar-curvature equivalent discussed previously, one finds
the corresponding general scalar-teleparallel equivalent
action given by

SGTEBC ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AGþ 2BabXab

þZ;að2Ua −Va þWaÞ− 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x: ð182Þ

We see that only derivatives of Z contribute to the action,
and so adding any constant to this function does not change

the action. This can also be seen from the original action
(181), since any constant addition toZ only contributes as a
boundary term to the action. This ambiguity invites for
another generalization of the action to become

SGBCG ¼ 1

2κ2

Z
M
½−AGþ 2BabXab þ Yað2Ua − Va þWaÞ

− 2κ2V� ffiffiffiffiffiffi−g
p

d4x; ð183Þ

where the functions Ya are now arbitrary and not restricted
to be derivatives of another function. This action was
introduced in [14], and its cosmology was studied in [35].
By comparing this action with the general form (114), we
see that theories of this type are characterized by the
conditions

Ca ≡ −2Da ≡ 2Ea: ð184Þ

Comparing further with the definition (136) of vector
invariants, we see that this can be formulated invariantly as

Ha ≡ −2J a ≡ 2La: ð185Þ

Similar results can also be obtained in the generalized
(multi)scalar-nonmetricity and (multi)scalar-torsion classes
of theories. Following the same procedure as discussed in
detail in Sec. VIII A, which we do not repeat here for
brevity, we find that a general multiscalar-nonmetricity
gravity theory has a generalized boundary term coupling
defined by some arbitrary functions Ya, and is thus of the
form (183), if and only if

D
Q
a þ E

Q
a ≡ 0; ð186Þ

which translates to the equivalent invariant condition

J
Q
a þ L

Q
a ≡ 0: ð187Þ

Finally, for the scalar-torsion case, we find that theories
with generalized boundary term coupling already constitute
the most general class of theories, since the only derivative
coupling termUa is obtained from a boundary term through
integration by parts. We also remark that a theory is of the
more restrictive form (182) if and only if the relevant vector
invariants (136) or (143), respectively, are integrable, i.e.,
given by the derivatives of some other (likewise invariant)
function of the scalar fields. Note in particular that this is
always true in the single-field case.

C. Theories without derivative coupling

It has been shown for all three flavors of scalar-
teleparallel gravity theories that deviations of their post-
Newtonian limit from GR, which become evident by
parameters β and γ whose values deviate from their GR
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values β ¼ γ ¼ 1, are introduced through the derivative
coupling terms Ua, Va, Wa [64,66–68]. Theories in which
these terms do not appear in the gravitational action do not
exhibit such deviations. In order to understand this con-
dition, one must keep in mind that the post-Newtonian
limit has been calculated in the Jordan frame, strictly
imposing α ¼ 0 and βa ¼ 0. Hence, also the conditions
on the parameter functions which characterize such min-
imally coupled theories and which are derived from the
aforementioned post-Newtonian limit are formulated in the
Jordan frame and read

C
J

a ≡D
J

a ≡ E
J

a ≡ 0; D
Q

J

a ≡ E
Q

J

a ≡ 0; C
T

J

a ≡ 0; ð188Þ

depending on the particular class of theories under con-
sideration. By comparison with the Jordan frame quantities
listed in Sec. VII E, we see that these correspond to the
invariant conditions

Ka ≡Ma ≡N a ≡ 0; M
Q

a ≡N
Q

a ≡ 0; K
T
a ≡ 0; ð189Þ

respectively, for the three classes of theories. The invari-
ance of the post-Newtonian limit under field transforma-
tions, which has been thoroughly studied in the (multi)
scalar-curvature case [48,49], becomes apparent by deriv-
ing the field equations, where one finds that contributions
to the aforementioned post-Newtonian parameters arise
from contributions to the scalar field equation. In the Jordan
frame, these contributions are given only by derivatives of
the teleparallel affine connection, while in other frames also
the nontrivial matter coupling of the scalar fields contrib-
utes. It is the virtue of the invariant formalism that this
contribution can be expressed independently of the choice
of the field variables in terms of invariants only. Showing
this explicitly throughout the field equations is a lengthy,
but straightforward calculation; however, we will not enter
this calculation here for brevity, and conclude with the
remark that we expect also other observable properties
of (multi)scalar-teleparallel theories to be determined by
invariant functions only.

IX. CONCLUSION

We have studied the behavior of different classes of
(multi)scalar-teleparallel gravity theories, which belong to
the general, symmetric and metric types of teleparallel
theories, under transformations of the three dynamical field
variables: the metric, the connection and the scalar field(s).
These transformations are defined by a number of functions
of the scalar field(s). By comparing the action functionals
for the original and the transformed field variables, we have
identified three classes of theories, one of each of the
aforementioned three types, which retain their form under
these transformations. Any particular theory within these
classes is defined by a number of functions of the scalar

field(s), and field transformations relate theories which are
defined by different choices of these free functions. Further,
wehave found several combinations of these functionswhich
are invariant under the aforementioned transformations, and
identified their role in the construction of analogues of the
Jordan and Einstein frames known from scalar-curvature
gravity theories. Finally,wehavemade use of the constructed
invariants to characterize several subclasses of theories,
which are either equivalent to already known theories, or
have specific phenomenological properties.
One of our main results is the construction of generalized

classes of scalar-torsion and scalar-nonmetricity gravity
theories, in which nonmetricity or torsion are not imposed
to vanish, but are algebraically constrained to be non-
vanishing and determined by the scalar field in terms of
new parameter functions Qa and T a, respectively, in the
Lagrangemultiplier term. From theBianchi identities, which
show that vanishing curvature is compatible only with the
conditions Q½a;b� ≡ 0 or T ½a;b� ≡ 0, we found that these
theories still maintain equivalence to the known “pure”
scalar-torsion and scalar-nonmetricity theories. Theories
which do not satisfy these conditions require also a non-
vanishing, but algebraically constrained curvature and thus
provide a genuine extension to the teleparallel framework.
The second main result is the construction of a set of

quantities from the parameter functions defining the gravi-
tational action which are invariant under transformations
of the metric and the connection. By analogy with scalar-
curvature gravity theories, in which a similar set of
invariants has been constructed, we may conjecture that
any physical properties of a given (multi)scalar-teleparallel
theory can be expressed solely in terms of these invariants.
Further, by studying their behavior under transformations
of the scalar field(s), in particular in the multifield case, we
have seen that they behave as tensors on the space of scalar
fields. This finding supports the interpretation of the values
of the scalar fields not simply as numbers, but as coor-
dinates of a field space manifold, as it is known from so-
called sigma models [69]. In fact, one of the invariants we
constructed can indeed be interpreted as a Riemannian
metric on the scalar field space, which is one of the typical
ingredients of a sigma model.
Our results invite for numerous further studies. Given a

genuine extension of scalar-torsion and scalar-nonmetricity
theories of gravity, the question for their phenomenological
properties obviously suggests itself. In particular, one may
pose the question whether these are able to address open
questions such as those arising from cosmology or the
strong coupling problem, while still maintaining consis-
tency with the post-Newtonian limit in the Solar System.
The invariant quantities we introduced in this work may
become a useful tool in such future studies, and it has
to be investigated whether the aforementioned conjecture,
that the physical properties of a given theory only
depend on these invariants, holds for observables at the
classical level as well as for a possible quantum extension.
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Another intriguing possibility for future investigations
stems from the interpretation of the scalar field space as
a manifold, thus allowing for a nontrivial topology, and in
particular nonvanishing first de Rham cohomology H1

dR. In
this case one may have parameter functions Qa and T a
which satisfyQ½a;b� ≡ 0 or T ½a;b� ≡ 0, hence they constitute
the components of closed one-forms, but are not exact.
Another possibility, which may likewise benefit from the
formalism of invariants and their geometric interpretation,
is to study “teleparallel” gravity theories with nonvanish-
ing, but algebraically constrained curvature, as well as their
ability to address the aforementioned open questions.

Finally, one may also aim to generalize these results by
considering the Horndeski class of scalar-teleparallel the-
ories [70–74], which is motivated by the Horndeski class of
scalar-curvature gravity theories [75–79], and extend the
studied field transformations to include also disformal
transformations [80–85].
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