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Parity violation in the early Universe holds great promise for uncovering new physics. In particular, the
primordial scalar four-point correlation function is allowed to develop a parity-violating component when
massive spinning particles coupled to a helical chemical potential are present during inflation. In this paper,
we explore the rich physics of such a parity-violating trispectrum in the presence of a reduced speed of
sound for the Goldstone boson of broken time translations. We show that this signal can be significantly
large while remaining under perturbative control, offering promising observational prospects for future
cosmological surveys. In the limit of a reduced sound speed, the dynamics admits an effective nonlocal
description organized as a time-derivative expansion. This reveals that parity violation arises due to
emergent nonlocality in the single-field effective theory. At leading order, this effective theory yields a
compact trispectrum template, written in terms of elementary functions. We then conduct a comprehensive
analysis of the kinematic dependence of this parity-violating trispectrum and reveal new features. In
addition to the low-speed collider resonance, we find a new class of signals lying in the internal soft-limit of
the correlator. This signal is characterized by an oscillatory pattern periodic in the momentum ratio, with a
frequency determined by the speed of sound and the chemical potential, making it drastically distinct from
the conventional cosmological collider signal.
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I. INTRODUCTION

At the macroscopic scale of our everyday experiences,
the mirrored world appears to be remarkably indistinguish-
able from our own. Therefore, parity violation—namely
spatial coordinates inversion—in the weak interactions at
microscopic scales came as a total surprise in the 1950s
[1,2]. After the subsequent establishment of the Standard
Model (SM) [3–5], we now become acquainted with the
notion of parity asymmetry in particle physics. It is thus
natural to continue asking if the world is parity invariant on
cosmological scales. Recent observations of the cosmic
microwave background (CMB) birefringence [6,7] and the
large-scale structure (LSS) of the Universe [8,9] seem to
suggest that parity violation is indeed possible on cosmo-
logical scales.

The question naturally arises as to which observables are
sensitive to violation of parity. In the tensor sector, parity
violation can be revealed already at the level of the two-
point correlation function, as each helicity of the graviton
may exhibit distinct power. By contrast, for scalar observ-
ables, the lowest-order connected correlation function
sensitive to parity violation is the four-point function,
known as the primordial trispectrum, on which we focus
in this work. The reason for this is simple. The kinematic
configurations of lower-point correlation functions are
planar, and are therefore blind to any information about
parity since their mirrored images are always related to
themselves via a spatial rotation. One needs at least four
nonplanar points to establish chirality. In Fourier space,
because a parity transformation on Hermitian operators is
equivalent to taking the Hermitian conjugate O†

k ¼ O−k,
parity violation in the trispectrum manifests itself as a
parity-odd imaginary component. Although it remains
unclear whether the recent hint of parity violation in the
sky is of primordial origin, see e.g., [10–12], it is natural to
expect at least some level of parity violation in the
primordial universe. This is because the observed cosmo-
logical structures, such as density fluctuations in the
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CMB and LSS, are believed to be seeded by microscopic
quantum fluctuations during inflation, where parity is not
necessarily exact.
Parity violation is forbidden in tree-level cosmological

correlators for vanilla single-field inflation [13,14].
Physically, this can be understood as a consequence of
unitarity and scale invariance, while mathematically it
directly follows from the simple analytic structure of the
correlator time integrals. However, there are several ways to
circumvent this no-go theorem. These include, for example,
breaking scale invariance [14], considering nonlinear
dispersion relations [14,15], or going to loop level [16].
More naturally, parity violation can also be generated by
additional massive particles in the early universe. Such
particles are generically present during inflation as they can
come from supersymmetry breaking [17–19], SM uplifting
[20–24], isocurvature sector [25–28], or arise as Kaluza-
Klein modes or higher-spin stringy states [29–32]. As a
consequence, parity violation appears as a compelling
opportunity to discover new physics beyond the minimal
and unavoidable scalar and tensor fluctuations of the
metric. One natural possibility of inducing parity violation
with massive spinning bosonic particles is by their coupling
to a helical chemical potential, see e.g., [33–40]. However,
the amplitude of the corresponding parity-odd trispectrum
from exchanging such particles of massm is typically small
for heavy fields. This is because the no-go theorem states
the whole tower of parity-odd effective field theory (EFT)
operators in the □=m2-expansion are screened at tree level
by scale invariance. Thus, the corresponding parity viola-
tion signals are either loop suppressed, slow-roll sup-
pressed, or exponentially small, i.e., Oðe−πm=HÞ, with H
denoting the Hubble scale during inflation. Therefore, this
parity-odd component becomes undetectable for large
enough masses.
In this paper, we explore a natural framework consisting

of an additional spin-1 massive field with a chemical
potential present during inflation, and consider the theo-
retically motivated scenario in which the Goldstone boson
of broken time translations propagates with a reduced
speed of sound cs ≪ 1. We show that a large parity-
violating primordial trispectrum can be produced while
remaining under perturbative control, and that its ampli-
tude is enhanced to Oðe−csm=HÞ. In the small sound-speed
limit cs ≪ ðm=HÞ−1, the signal is not suppressed and the
dynamics admits a single-field effective description that is
nonlocal in space, in which the heavy field is integrated
out in a nonstandard way. This regime is known as the
low-speed collider regime, see [41,42] for more details.
We show that the resulting parity-odd component of the
trispectrum is completely fixed by the singularity of the
nonlocal interactions, bypassing the no-go theorem even
in the single-field limit. The derived parity-odd template
consists of simple rational and exponential functions,
thereby greatly reducing the computational costs of future

non-Gaussianity data analysis. We then conduct a
thorough analysis of the kinematic dependence of the
identified signal. In particular, we show that the internal
mildly soft kinematic configurations exhibit a resonance
peak that is identified as the low-speed collider signal
[41,42]. Its location is fixed by a combination of the sound
speed, the mass and the chemical potential. In addition,
we find a new family of oscillatory signals that are
periodic in the momentum ratio rather than its logarithm
as in conventional cosmological collider signals. The
frequency of this oscillatory pattern is determined by
the sound speed and the chemical potential, but not the
mass of the exchanged vector field. Consequently,
detecting a parity-violating trispectrum provides an inter-
esting detection channel for extra massive and spinning
particles, as well as for reconstructing parameters gov-
erning inflationary fluctuations.
This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we start by

introducing the chemical potential operator and the cou-
plings of the massive spinning field to the Goldstone boson
of broken time translations in the language of the EFT of
inflationary fluctuations. After analyzing perturbativity
bounds, we move on to the nonlocal single-field EFT
description of the theory in Sec. III, and estimate the size of
non-Gaussianities therein. We then compute the resulting
parity-odd trispectrum signal and analyze its noticeable
features in Sec. IV. Finally, we conclude in Sec. V.

II. CHEMICAL POTENTIAL
IN THE EFT OF INFLATION

In this section, we construct the theory that couples the
Goldstone boson of broken time translations π to a massive
vector field σμ with a chemical potential. We start by
reviewing the EFT of inflationary fluctuations (see the
original papers [43,44] or the review [45] for more details).
Then, we introduce the quadratic action for σμ, highlighting
important properties that follow from the chemical poten-
tial. Finally, we establish the leading interactions between π
and σμ leading to parity violation in cosmological corre-
lators, and derive perturbativity bounds.

A. Goldstone boson action

During inflation, the vacuum expectation value of the
background inflaton field breaks time-translation invari-
ance. As such, inflation can be seen as a process of
spontaneous symmetry breaking that gives rise to a
Goldstone boson π describing scalar fluctuations. In the
unitary gauge, in which fluctuations of the clock field are
absorbed in the metric, the most general Lagrangian for π is
constructed out of geometrical objects that are invariant
under spatial diffeomorphisms xi → xi þ ξiðx; tÞ, namely
g00, ∂μg00, the extrinsic curvature Kμν, ∇μ, t, and the
Riemann tensor Rμνρσ [43]. Organized as a derivative
expansion, the leading terms in the action can be written
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Sπ ¼
Z

d4x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p �
1

2
M2

PlRþM2
PlḢg00

−M2
Plð3H2 þ ḢÞ þM4

2

2
ðδg00Þ2 þ � � �

�
; ð1Þ

where δg00 ¼ g00 þ 1, M2 is a mass scale that we take to
be constant, and ellipses denote higher-order terms. To
ensure that the action starts quadratic in the fluctuations,
the first two operators’ coefficients were adjusted to
eliminate tadpoles. The Goldstone boson π associated
with the spontaneous breaking of time-translation sym-
metry can be introduced after performing a spacetime-
dependent time diffeomorphism t → tþ πðx; tÞ, restoring
full diffeomorphism invariance to all order of the theory.
Typically, the resulting action is intricate as it mixes
metric fluctuations with the Goldstone mode. However,
for most applications of interest, metric fluctuations can
be neglected by taking the so-called decoupling limit
MPl → ∞ and Ḣ → 0 while keeping the product M2

PlḢ
fixed. In this regime, one can evaluate the Goldstone
boson action in the unperturbed metric, and the trans-
formation reduces to δg00 → −2π̇ − π̇2 þ ð∂iπÞ2=a2. The
action (1) becomes1

Sπ ¼
Z

dtd3xa3
�
1

2
π̇2c −

c2s
2

ð∂iπcÞ2
a2

þ c3=2s

2f2π
ðc2s − 1Þπ̇c

ð∂iπcÞ2
a2

þ c3s
8f4π

ðc2s − 1Þ ð∂iπcÞ
4

a4
þ �� �

�
;

ð2Þ
where πc ¼ c−3=2s f2ππ is the canonically normalized
Goldstone boson, f4π ≡ 2csM2

pljḢj is the symmetry-

breaking scale and c−2s ¼ 1–2M4
2=M

2
PljḢj is the speed of

sound of πc. The scale fπ is related to the measured
amplitude of the dimensionless power spectrum ð2πÞ2Δ2

ζ ¼
ðH=fπÞ4 and the comoving curvature perturbation ζ is
linked to the Goldstone boson by ζ ¼ −Hc3=2s f−2π πcþ
Oðπ2cÞ. Importantly, as a consequence of the Goldstone
boson nonlinearly realizing Lorentz symmetry, a reduced
speed of sound cs ≪ 1 generates large parity-even non-
Gaussianities fNL ∼ 1=c2s and τNL ∼ 1=c4s . Therefore, look-
ing at parity-violating contributions to non-Gaussianities is
free from self-interaction signals.

B. Spin-1 chemical potential

Let us now introduce a massive vector field σμ with a
chemical potential that breaks parity, hence leaving dis-
tinctive signatures in the parity-odd trispectrum.

1. Unitary gauge

In the unitary gauge, we take the action for the spin-1
massive field to be of Proca type supplemented by a Chern-
Simons term

Sσ ¼
Z

d4x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p �
−
1

4
F2
μν −

m2

2
σ2μ þ

κt
4
FμνF̃μν

�
; ð3Þ

where F̃μν ¼ EμναβFαβ with Eμναβ ¼ ϵμναβffiffiffiffi−gp being the Levi-

Civita tensor density, and κ is the chemical potential. It is
clear that all the terms in the action are invariant under
spatial diffeomorphisms. After reintroducing the Goldstone
boson, that transforms as π → π − ξ0ðx; tÞ under a time
diffeomorphism t → tþ ξ0ðx; tÞ, the specific coupling of
σμ to the time foliation of spacetime prevents the last term
in (3) from being a total derivative. This term respects the
shift symmetry for the Goldstone boson.
Fromamodel-building perspective, the chemical potential

naturally arises from the dimension-5 coupling ϕFF̃
between the inflaton field ϕ and the spin-1 field σμ
[46–50]. This coupling respects the shift symmetry of the
scalar field ϕ → ϕþ c, since the constant c contributes to a
total derivative. With the inflaton acquiring its slowly rolling
vacuum expectation value, i.e., ϕ ¼ ϕ0 þ ϕ̇0tþ � � �, the
chemical potential term is identified as κ ¼ ϕ̇0=Λκ where
Λκ is some higher-energy cutoff. Higher-order terms are
slow-roll suppressed. From an EFT point of view, the
chemical potential is a direct consequence of broken time
diffeomorphism invariance by the background inflaton field.

2. Equation of motion

Varying the action (3) yields the equation of motion

□σν −∇μ∇νσμ −m2σν − κE0ναβFαβ ¼ 0; ð4Þ

where □≡ gμν∇μ∇ν ¼ −∂2t − 3H∂t þ ∂
2
i =a

2 denotes the
d’Alembert operator on four-dimensional de Sitter space-
time. The time-like component of the field σμ is solved in
terms of the spatial components using the constraint
equation ∇μσμ ¼ 0, which is found after taking the
divergence of the equation of motion. Substituting the
constraint back into (4) gives the following on shell
equation of motion

½□ − ðm2 þ 3H2Þ�σν ¼ 2κE0ναβ∇ασβ: ð5Þ

Being massive, the field σμ has three degrees of
freedom, a longitudinal mode and two transverse modes.
Decomposing the spatial components in three-dimensional
Fourier space σiðx; τÞ ¼

R
d3k
ð2πÞ3 e

ik·xσi;kðτÞ into helicity

eigenstates, one can write

1We have only depicted operators that are fixed by the speed of
sound to highlight the importance of symmetries, and therefore
we have omitted additional self-interactions coming e.g., from
ðδg00Þ3.
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σi;kðτÞ ¼
X
λ¼0;�

ελi ½σλ;kðτÞaλk þ σ�λ;kðτÞaλ†−k�; ð6Þ

where we have used conformal time τ defined as dτ≡ dt=a,
and where σλ;kðτÞ are the helicity eigenstates, with λ ¼ 0

being the longitudinal mode and λ ¼ � denoting the
transverse modes. In terms of these mode functions, the
equations of motion for different helicities decouple from
each other. As we are interested in parity violation, and the
chemical potential only affects the transverse modes, we
only consider the transverse modes equation of motion that
reads

σ00�;k þ ½k2 � 2akκ þ a2m2�σ�;k ¼ 0; ð7Þ

where a prime denotes a derivative with respect to con-
formal time τ.

3. Dynamics of transverse modes

The mode functions of each helicity eigenstate σλ;kðτÞ
can be solved analytically in terms of Whittaker W-
functions, see Appendix B. However, concentrating on
transverse modes, it is more instructive to directly read the
physics from the equation of motion (7). In particular, in the
flat-space limit H → 0, neglecting Hubble friction for
simplicity, the equation of motion can be solved with
plane waves, leading to the following dispersion relation

ω2
�ðkpÞ ¼ ðkp � κÞ2 þm2 − κ2; ð8Þ

where kp ¼ k=a is the physical momentum. The effect of
the chemical potential appears as a constant shift of kp, or
equivalently as a time-dependent mass term owing to the
redshift of the physical momentum. This phenomenon
assists the spontaneous particle production of σ� by the
exponentially expanding spacetime, enhancing the cos-
mological collider signal [34,36]. However, the latter
effect does not manifest itself in the single-field EFT
treatment of interest in this work. Instead, what is of direct
relevance for our purpose is simply the asymmetry
between the different helicities, as it is this parity violation
that gets imprinted in the four-point correlator of the
Goldstone boson. Considering κ > 0 without loss of
generality, the dispersion relation (8) shows that for
κ > m, each σ− mode experiences a transient tachyonic
instability in the time interval with ω2

−ðkpÞ < 0. The
energy carried by these modes can lead to a strong
backreaction on the inflationary background and, in what
follows, we restrict our analysis to the situation with
κ ≤ m. In this regime, the behavior of each helicity mode
is qualitatively similar, with modes beginning to decay
around the mass-shell horizon kp=H ¼ jkτj ∼m=H.
Nonetheless, the chemical potential does affect differently
the two helicities, with important consequences as we
will see.

C. Mixing interactions

Let us now construct the leading couplings between the
spin-1 field σμ and the Goldstone boson π.
In the unitary gauge, Lorentz invariant operators con-

structed out of the spin-1 field, e.g., σμσμ, are of course
invariant under all diffeomorphisms and therefore are invari-
ant under spatial ones. However, they do not lead to mixing
interactions with the Goldstone boson. The timelike com-
ponent σ0 is a scalar under spatial diffeomorphisms, hence it
constitutes a building block to construct mixing interactions.
Performing a spacetime-dependent time diffeomorphism,
reintroducing the Goldstone boson, leads to

σ0ðx; tÞ → σ̃0ðx̃; t̃Þ ¼ ∂μðtþ πÞσμðx; tÞ
¼ ½δ0μ þ ∂μπ�σμðx; tÞ: ð9Þ

In order to generate a parity-odd trispectrum via the (single)
exchange of σμ, one needs to determine mixing interactions
of the schematic form ∼π2σ, compatible with the symmetry
andwith an odd number of spatial derivatives.2 There are two
ways to generate such interactions: (i) couple the time-like
component σ0 to index-free building blocks invariant under
spatial diffeomorphisms, and (ii) couple σμ with building
blocks carrying a free (spacetime) index. Up to dimension
seven, the corresponding lowest-dimension cubic inter-
actions are therefore given by the following operators

Sπσ ¼
Z

d4x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p h
ω3
1δg

00σ0 þ ω2∇μδg00δK
μ
νσν

þ ω3nμ∇μδg00∇νδg00σν
i
; ð10Þ

where ω1;2;3 are constant mass-dimension couplings, and
δKν

μ ¼ Kμν − a2Hhμν with hμν the induced spatial metric.
Reintroducing the Goldstone boson leads to

Sπσ ¼
Z

dtd3xa3
�
ρa−2∂iπcσi −

a−2

Λ̃
π̇c∂iπcσi

þ a−4

Λ3
∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi þ

a−2

Λ̄3
π̈c∂iπ̇cσi

�
; ð11Þ

where the couplings are defined by ρ≡ 2c3=2s ω3
1=f

2
π,

Λ̃−1 ≡ c3=2s ρ=f2π , Λ−3 ≡ 2c3sω2=f4π , and Λ̄−3 ≡ 4c3sω3=f4π .
Here we have kept cubic terms in the fields relevant for the
parity-odd trispectrum. Note that the size of the cubic
interaction π̇c∂iπcσi is completely fixed by the size of the

2Note that the chemical potential term itself generates a πσ2

coupling after reintroducing the Goldstone of time diffeomor-
phism. This can in principle produce parity-violating trispectra at
1-loop level (see e.g., [51]), but with a small signal strength due to
the heavy (in our setup) scale Λκ and an extra ð4πÞ−2 loop
suppression. Instead, in this work, we work with tree-level
diagrams produced by ∼π2σ couplings.
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quadratic mixing ∂iπcσi. This is a consequence of the
Goldstone boson nonlinearly realizing time diffeomorphism,
as both interactions are governed by the same coupling ω1.

3

We will see later that the two operators with coupling
proportional to ω1 are tightly constrained by mixing pertur-
bativity, leading to undetectably small parity-violating non-
Gaussianities. However, the two dimension-7 operators
originating from ω2 and ω3 can lead to sizable signals.
Note that by putting the Goldstone boson on shell, namely
using its equation of motion, and observing that ∂iðπ̇2cÞ does
not couple to the transversemode of thevector field, the cubic
interactiongoverned by the couplingω3 is of the same formas
that fixed by ω2, albeit with a different spatial gradient
structure.

D. Perturbativity bounds

The introduced couplings in themixing action (11) are free
parameters of the theory. We will derive bounds on them by
requiring that the dimension-3 quadratic mixing term can be
treated perturbatively, and that the dimension-5 and dimen-
sion-7 interactions are suppressed by scales larger than H,
ensuring weak coupling of fluctuations. The corresponding
bounds on ρ, Λ, and Λ̄ will eventually determine how large
the corresponding non-Gaussianities can be.

1. Quadratic theory

By dimensional analysis, we estimate the size of the
various terms in the total action and require that the mixing
interactions be smaller than the smallest kinetic term. As the
terms are time dependent (momenta redshift due to the
expanding spacetime), we will eventually evaluate all quan-
tities at the energy set by theHubble scaleH. Assumingweak
quadratic mixing, the dispersion relations for the Goldstone
boson and the transverse modes of the massive spin-1 field
are ωπ ¼ cskp and ω2

σ ¼ k2p � 2κkp þm2, respectively. A
consequence of the Goldstone boson having a reduced speed
of sound, hence breaking de Sitter boosts, is that time and
space cannot be treated on the same footing. One needs to
keep track of how terms in the action scale with energy and
(physical) momentum. Taking the physical momentum
kp as the reference, both dispersion relations imply c2sω2

σ ¼
ω2 � 2csκωþ c2sm2, where we have denoted ωπ ≡ ω, the
energy scale probed during inflation. The Goldstone
boson kinetic term then scales as ∼ω2πc, and that of the
spin-1 field reads ∼ðω2=c2sÞσ2γðωÞ, where we have defined
γðωÞ ¼ 1� 2ακðωÞ þ α2mðωÞ in terms of the dimensionless
energy-dependent quantities ακðωÞ≡ csκ=ω and αmðωÞ≡
csm=ω. As we will see in the following, the regime of

interest, where physical effects of a reduced speed of sound
become important, is characterized by ακ ≪ 1 and αm ≪ 1,
hence γ ∼ 1, where the parameters are evaluated at the
Hubble scale ω ¼ H. We nevertheless keep these terms
for consistency.Note that themass termof the additional field
and the chemical potential term are already taken into
account in the dispersion relation. For a reduced sound
speed, they do not significantly contribute to the quadratic
action for both fields and can be consistently neglected. We
now need to determine the typical size of the fluctuations πc
and σ. By dimensional analysis, requiring

R
dtd3xπ̇2c ∼ 1, we

obtain πc ∼ c−3=2s ω. Similarly, we obtain σ ∼ ω=csγ−1=4ðωÞ.
Combining these scalings with those of the free quadratic
terms in the action, the Goldstone boson kinetic term scales
as ∼c−3s ω4 and the kinetic term of the spin-1 field scales as
∼c−4s ω4γ1=2ðωÞ. It becomes clear that the Goldstone boson
kinetic term is smaller than that of the massive field
for cs ≪ 1.

2. Mixing interactions

Using the same dimensional analysis arguments, the
mixing interactions scale as

ρ∂iπcσi ∼ c−1=2s ρ
ω3

c3s
γ−1=4ðωÞ;

1

Λ̃
π̇c∂iπcσi ∼ c−7s

ω5

Λ̃
γ−1=4ðωÞ;

1

Λ3
∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi ∼ c−7s

ω7

Λ3
γ−1=4ðωÞ;

1

Λ̄3
π̈c∂iπ̇cσi ∼ c−5s

ω7

Λ̄3
γ−1=4ðωÞ: ð12Þ

Let us now require that these scalings should be smaller
than the Goldstone kinetic term which is of order c−3s ω4,
and evaluate the above expressions at ω ¼ H. For the
quadratic coupling ρ, which also fixes the size of the cubic
interactions π̇c∂iπcσi, one obtains

ρ

H
≲ c1=2s γ1=4; and

ρ

H
≲ c5=2s

γ1=4

2πΔζ
: ð13Þ

Within our regime of interest, cs ≪ 1 and γ ∼ 1, the first
inequality gives the most stringent bound and is taken to be
the perturbative criterion.4 Performing the same procedure
for the remaining interactions gives

3Notice that we could have considered manifestly parity-
violating interactions by contracting spatial derivatives with
ϵijk. The leading operator in this case would be a dimension-8
operator and the corresponding exchange diagram would typi-
cally give a smaller signal compared to the one we compute using
parity-even vertices only.

4In the case of a vanishing chemical potential, a more stringent
bound on the quadratic mixing strength ρ can be found by
requiring that the spin-1 field propagates subliminally [52]. This
bound enforces the coupling ρ to be almost vanishing if the
longitudinal mode of the massive vector field propagates almost
relativistically, and therefore puts severe theoretical constraints
on the size of non-Gaussianities. In practice, this leads to
undetectable parity-even and parity-odd non-Gaussian signals
generated by mixings fixed by the coupling ρ.
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H
Λ
≲ c4=3s γ1=12; and

H
Λ̄
≲ c2=3s γ1=12: ð14Þ

We will see in the following that both ∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi and
π̈c∂iπ̇cσi can lead to a large parity-odd trispectra. In fact, the
generated trispectrum shapes are similar, and we will
mainly focus on the former one without loss of generality.
Note that the way the spin-1 field couples to the time
foliation through the chemical potential term κtFμνF̃μν

introduces an additional mixing of the form ∼πσ2. The
same scaling analysis as previously gives the bound κ=H ≲
csγ−1=2=ð2πΔζÞ on the chemical potential. However, this
mixing contributes to the (double-exchange) bispectrum
and the (triple-exchange) trispectrum, and typically leads to
no observable non-Gaussianity. We therefore discard this
mixing interaction from our analysis.

3. Perturbative unitarity

The UV cutoff of the Goldstone boson sector critically
approaches the Hubble scale when the speed of sound is
reduced. Indeed, one can show that for energies above
[43,53,54]

Λ⋆ ≈ 100csH; ð15Þ

the perturbative description breaks down as self-
interactions become comparable to the kinetic term of
the Goldstone boson.5 In flat-space particle physics, the
massive field σμ cannot be heavier than this UV cutoff for
theoretical consistency. Indeed, its subsequent decay into
Goldstone bosons would imply, by energy conservation,
that the low-energy degree of freedom carries energy above
Λ⋆, leading to the breakdown of unitarity. The equivalent
process in cosmology is the on-shell production of heavy
fields which leads to the standard cosmological collider
signature. At the level of the two-field description of
fluctuations, the massive field therefore cannot be too
heavy, i.e., m≲ Λ⋆. However, in what follows, we will
precisely take into account the effect of the field σμ by
integrating it out from the spectrum, leading to a single-
field low-energy description. Of course, this description
misses the nonperturbative particle production, but accu-
rately captures all other effects emerging from a reduced
sound speed and the presence of a chemical potential.

III. NONLOCAL EFT

Having introduced the considered theory, let us now
delve into the analysis of the underlying physics. We will
work in the so-called low-speed collider regime, where

m≲H=cs, and qualitatively new phenomena arise, see
[41,42] for details. In brief, by momentum conservation,
the massive field typically has a comparable wavelength as
the Goldstone boson. However, the Goldstone mode has a
much smaller sound horizon, which means that the massive
mode can be considered as effectively massless when the
Goldstone freezes. The interaction between Goldstone
modes outside the sound horizon and massive modes
in the quantum vacuum leads to striking non-Gaussian
signatures, generically referred to as low-speed collider
resonances.
Of course, the corresponding phenomenology is entirely

described by the local theory presented previously in
Sec. II. However, computations in this theory are compli-
cated and the relevant physics is obscured by technicalities.
For this reason, we now introduce a simplified and natural
picture that captures well the physics at play. Indeed,
stemming from a reduced Goldstone sound speed, a notable
characteristic of the low-speed collider is that the vector
field response in the bulk of the inflationary spacetime can
be treated as instantaneous. This results in a nonlocal
single-field EFT description that captures well the under-
lying physics. This nonlocality, although mild as we will
see, turns out to be critical for bringing out the parity
violation to the final observables.

A. Emergent nonlocality

We start by recalling the UV theory for the Goldstone
boson and the transverse component of the vector field.
Explicitly writing the mixing of the vector field with the
Goldstone boson through its coupling to a current JiðπcÞ,
the action reads

SUV ¼
Z

dtd3xa3
�
1

2
π̇2c −

c2s
2

ð∂iπcÞ2
a2

−
1

2a2
σi½δijð∂2t þH∂tÞ þDij�σj þ

σi
a2

JiðπcÞ
�
; ð16Þ

where we have introduced the spatial component of the
quadratic kinetic operator of the massive spinning field

Dij ≡
�
−
∂
2
i

a2
þm2

�
δij − 2κϵijl

∂l

a
; ð17Þ

that can be identified as the effective frequency of the
vector field in Fourier space, and the Goldstone currents
(up to a total derivative) from the operators in (11)

JiðπcÞ≡ −
1

Λ̃
π̇c∂iπc þ

a−2

Λ3
∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπc þ

1

Λ̄3
π̈c∂iπ̇c: ð18Þ

The Gaussian form of the vector sector in the UV
Lagrangian (16) allows one to directly integrate out σi
and obtain an effective theory, if the massive vector field is

5Note that the previously derived bounds in Eqs. (13) and (14)
of course also define strong coupling scales associated with
mixing interactions. The strong coupling scale of the full theory,
including all sectors, should be taken to be the most stringent one.

JAZAYERI, RENAUX-PETEL, TONG, WERTH, and ZHU PHYS. REV. D 108, 123523 (2023)

123523-6



not excited on shell. The effective theory is necessarily
nonlocal in time and space, and can be formally written as

SEFT ¼
Z

dtd3xa3
�
1

2
π̇2c −

c2s
2

ð∂iπcÞ2
a2

þ 1

2a2
JiðπcÞ½ð∂2t þH∂tÞ þD�−1ij JjðπcÞ

�
: ð19Þ

Since the vector response is much faster than the relaxation
of the Goldstone, one can expand the second line in powers
of −ð∂2t þH∂tÞ=D ∼ ω2

π=ω2
σ ∼ c2s ≪ 1. The fully nonlocal

differential operator becomes effectively nonlocal in space
only, and reads

½ð∂2t þH∂tÞ þD�−1ij ¼ D−1
il

X∞
n¼0

½−ð∂2t þH∂tÞD−1�nlj: ð20Þ

This allows one to construct a nonlocal single-field EFT
organized as a time-derivative expansion, whose first
leading terms are

SEFT¼
Z

dtd3xa3
�
1

2
π̇2c−

c2s
2

ð∂iπcÞ2
a2

þ 1

2a2
JiðπcÞD−1

ij JjðπcÞ

−
1

2a2
JiðπcÞD−1

il ð∂2t þH∂tÞD−1
lj JjðπcÞþOð∂4t Þ

�
:

ð21Þ

Here, only the leading-order (LO) and the next-to-leading-
order (NLO) nonlocal EFToperator are spelled out explicitly,
corresponding to the second and third line, respectively. The
nonlocal differential operator D−1 can be projected onto
parity-even and parity-odd parts

D−1
ij ¼ ½D−1

PE�ij þ ½D−1
PO�ij; ð22Þ

with

½D−1
PE�ij ≡

ð−∂2i =a2 þm2Þ½δij þ 4κ2∂i∂j=a2

ð−∂2i =a2þm2Þ2�
ð−∂2i =a2 þm2Þ2 þ 4κ2∂2i =a

2
; ð23Þ

½D−1
PO�ij ≡

2κϵijl∂l=a

ð−∂2i =a2 þm2Þ2 þ 4κ2∂2i =a
2
: ð24Þ

Before explicitly computing the trispectrum, we make a few
comments on the nonlocal single-field theory (21):

(i) The appearance of inverse spatial derivatives in D−1
ij

implies that the action actually contains terms evalu-
ated at distinct spatial positions, i.e., that the action is
spatially nonlocal. This does not signal any patho-
logical behavior, as such form of nonlocality is mild;
the effect of the action at distance that this describes is
confined within the Compton wavelength of the

massive spin-1 field, analogous to the nonlocal
Yukawa force after integrating out the pions in nuclear
theory [42]. For the same reason, correlators gener-
ated by (contact) interactions in the theory (21) satisfy
the manifest locality test (MLT) [55]. Indeed, D−1

ij ,
once expressed in Fourier space, has no singularity in
the long wavelength limit k → 0, due to the displace-
ment of its pole away from ∂

2
i ¼ 0 by the presence of

the finite mass.
(ii) The formal series in Eq. (20) is actually divergent.

For D being a rational function of the scale factor,
the time derivatives bring a factorial contribution
∂
2n
t ∼ ð2nÞ!, which always dominates over the EFT
expansion D−2n in the large-order limit. Such a
divergence is not a surprise, since we expect non-
perturbative effects that are not captured by the D−1

expansion to kick in at large orders, and indeed
cosmological collider signals coming from on shell
particle propagation are not captured by the nonlocal
EFT.6 For our purpose, apart from internal ultrasoft
limits of correlators kL=kS ≲ cs where this effective
description breaks down for m ∼H [41,42], it
suffices to truncate the time-derivative expansion
(20) at LO or NLO. As we will see in what follows,
the noteworthy aspect of the nonlocal EFT is its
remarkable capability to provide a highly accurate
trispectrum from regular to mildly soft kinematic
configurations.

(iii) Note that the nonlocal EFT contains a single mass-
less degree of freedom with a Bunch-Davies vac-
uum. It is also invariant under a global dilation
transformation ðt; xÞ → ðtþ Δt; xe−HΔtÞ, which is
equivalent to scale invariance. Additionally, the
whole tower of interactions in Eq. (21) generates
IR-finite correlators. Thus the nonlocal EFT satisfies
all the assumptions of the no-go theorem on parity
violation except the implicit locality requirement
[13,14]. This emergent nonlocality is derived from
the fact that the UV theory contains an extra massive
spinning field.

From the UV picture, it is clear that the origin of parity-
violating observables stems from the intrinsic chemical-
potential induced parity-odd dynamics of the vector field.
This parity-odd dynamics subsequently propagates to the
visible sector through parity-even mixing interactions.
From the nonlocal single-field EFT, after inspecting the
structure of the nonlocal parity-odd operator D−1

PO in

6Another perspective on this can be gained by examining the
time-dependence of the vector field equation of motion. Namely,
the time dependence in D—hidden in the physical momenta
kp ¼ k=aðtÞ—leads to ½∂2t þH∂t;D−1� ≠ 0, which is the cause of
the ð2nÞ! behavior at large orders. Physically this corresponds to
the Stokes phenomenon for time-dependent equation of motions
with particle production, see e.g., [36].
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Eq. (23), it becomes manifest that the theory leads to a
nonvanishing parity-violating trispectrum even without any
explicit reference to the UV massive field.

B. Size of parity-odd signals

The (nonlocal) single-field theory (21) provides a handy
way for estimating the size of the parity-odd trispectrum,
denoted τNL;PO, generated by the exchange of a massive
spinning field σi. The theory contains only one dynamical
degree of freedom, the Goldstone boson, and a simple
estimate of the parity-odd trispectrum is then given by

τNL;PO ∼ L4;PO

L2
Δ−2

ζ , where all dimensionful quantities in the
Lagrangian, which crucially depend on time, are evaluated
at sound horizon crossing cskp ∼H, or equivalently at the
Hubble scale ω ∼H.7 The quadratic LagrangianL2 is taken
to be the Goldstone boson kinetic term that scales as
∼c−3s ω4, as seen in Sec. II D. Evaluating the parity-odd
nonlocal differential operator D−1

PO in Eq. (23) at the
relevant time scale leads to

D−1
PO ∼

�
cs
H

�
2 ακ
ð1þ α2mÞ2 þ 4α2κ

; ð25Þ

whereαm ¼ csm=H and ακ ¼ csκ=H are small in the regime
of interest cs ≪ 1, also corresponding to the domain of
validity of the nonlocal EFT. In the following, for simplicity,
wewill estimate the size of the parity-odd exchange trispectra
involving the same two vertices, although the procedure
analogously extends to all contributions.

1. Dimension-5 operators

After integrating out the massive spinning field in a
nonlocal manner, the dimension-5 interaction in the
Lagrangian reads L4=a3 ¼ − a−2

Λ̃2 π̇c∂iπc½D−1
PO�ijπ̇c∂jπc and

the size of the parity-odd trispectrum is given by

τπ̇c∂iπcσiNL;PO ∼
�
ρ

H

�
2 ακ
ð1þ α2mÞ2 þ 4α2κ

; ð26Þ

where we recall that the energy-scale Λ̃ is fixed by
the quadratic mixing strength ρ due to the nonlinearly
realized symmetry. Using the perturbativity bound (13),
and in the regime of interest αm; ακ ≪ 1 and γ ∼ 1,
we find τπ̇c∂iπcσiNL;PO ≲ csακ, i.e., negligible parity-odd non-
Gaussianities. Henceforth, we will discard the contribution
from the dimension-5 operator in the following calculations.

2. Dimension-7 operators

Remarkably, the considered higher-order operators can
generate large parity-odd non-Gaussianities. Indeed, inte-
grating out the field σi for the interactions fixed by the scale
Λ leads to L4=a3 ¼ a−6

Λ6 ∂lπ̇c∂i∂lπc½D−1
PO�ij∂kπ̇c∂j∂kπc. The

size of the resulting parity-odd trispectrum reads

τ
∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi
NL;PO ∼ c−7s

�
H
Λ

�
6 ακΔ−2

ζ

ð1þ α2mÞ2 þ 4α2κ
: ð27Þ

Wewill see in Sec. IV that the actual size of the trispectrum
presents an additional c4s suppression. This results from a
careful analysis of the dimensionless integral entering in
the size of the trispectrum, and can be traced back to the
residue at the pole of the nonlocal differential operatorD−1

PO.
Accordingly, using the perturbativity bound (14) gives

τ
∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi
NL;PO ≲ c5sακΔ−2

ζ ¼ Oð500Þ for a representative value
cs ¼ 0.1. For comparison, the parity-even trispectrum has
been constrained to be τNL;PE ≲ 2800 and gNL;PE ≲ 104

[56,57]. Let us stress that the estimated parity-odd signal is
free from large contaminations coming from self-
interactions of the Goldstone boson. Although it might
seem counterintuitive, as the signal is generated by higher-
derivative interactions, the reason for the apparent sound-
speed enhancement in Eq. (27) can be traced back to the
large number of spatial derivatives ∂i=a ∼ kp ∼H=cs,
which are boosted in the case of a reduced sound speed
cs ≪ 1. However, we stress that this enhancement is
dummy when applying perturbativity bounds on the cou-
plings. In fact, these mixings can generate large parity-odd
signals due to the Δ−2

ζ enhancement as these interactions
are not tied to the strength of the quadratic mixing.
Following the same procedure for the interaction fixed
by the energy scale Λ̄ leads to the same bound
τπ̈c∂iπ̇cσiNL;PO ≲ c5sακΔ−2

ζ , which also gives rise to a potentially
large amount of parity-odd non-Gaussianity. In what
follows, we will focus on the interaction ∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi
fixed by Λ as both dimension-7 operators lead to qualita-
tively similar shapes with comparable sizes.

IV. PARITY-VIOLATING TRISPECTRUM

In this section, we show explicitly how the effect of the
chemical potential in our nonlocal EFT enables one to
bypass the single-field no-go theorem for parity violation,
stressing the singularity structure in the complex plane of
the operator D−1, which results in simple analytical
expressions for the parity-odd trispectrum. Then, we
uncover interesting features of the kinematic dependence
of this correlator, including a low-speed collider resonance
and a new class of oscillations, drastically distinct from the
conventional cosmological collider signal.

7This estimate does not take into account the interactions
outside the sound horizon, characteristic of the low-speed collider
physics, that give rise to additional dependencies on αm;κ , see
Sec. IV. However, it is sufficient for our purpose here to estimate
the size of the signals.
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A. Parity violation as a residue

With the nonlocal single-field EFT (21), one can readily
work out the resulting trispectrum, whose parity-odd part
will be of our main interest. Let us switch to conformal
coordinates with aðτÞ ¼ −1=ðHτÞ. For the s-channel con-
tribution, the exchanged momentum is s≡ k1 þ k2, and the
4-point correlator is simply computed as a tree-level contact
diagram using the Schwinger-Keldysh formalism (see
Fig. 1),

hπ4ci0s;PO ¼ −
1

Λ6
s · ðk1 × k3Þðk1 · k2Þðk3 · k4Þ

× 2iIm

�Z
0

−∞
dτða−1Kþ

1 ∂

↔

τK
þ
2 Þ

×

�
2κa

ðs2 þm2a2Þ2 − 4κ2a2s2
þOð∂2τÞ

�

× ða−1Kþ
3 ∂

↔

τK
þ
4 Þ
�
; ð28Þ

where f ∂
↔

τg≡ f∂τg − g∂τf. Kþ
a ≡ ukað0Þu�kaðτÞ is the

bulk-to-boundary propagator of the Goldstone with the
mode function

ukaðτÞ ¼
Hffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2c3sk3a

p ð1þ icskaτÞe−icskaτ; ð29Þ

with a ¼ 1;…; 4. A prime on a correlator indicates that we
have dropped the momentum conserving delta function
ð2πÞ3δ3ðk1 þ � � � þ k4Þ. Notice that the integrand in
Eq. (28) is analytic in the entire τ-complex plane except
at the root of the denominator

½s2 þm2a2ðτcÞ�2 − 4κ2a2ðτcÞs2 ¼ 0: ð30Þ

This singularity in the upper-left half complex plane lies at

τc ≡ 1

s

�
−

κ

H
þ im

H

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 −

κ2

m2

r �
: ð31Þ

In the limit κ=H → 0, this pole is purely imaginary. As a
result, the effect of the chemical potential is to shift the
location of this pole away from the imaginary axis, as
shown in Fig. 2. At LO, τc is a simple pole of the integrand
while it is a double pole for the NLO term. In Appendix A,
we also show that all higher-order terms in the nonlocal
EFT (21) share the same pole location at τc, except that
these poles are of increasing orders. As mentioned before,
this essential singularity at τc is the manifestation of
emergent nonlocality in the IR theory.
Implementing the iϵ-prescription, we now perform a

Wick rotation on the upper half τ-complex plane, τ ¼
−e−iðπ2−ϵÞx with x > 0, while taking into account the residue
at τc. This procedure is illustrated in Fig. 2. The arc at
infinity vanishes due to the exponential decay of the
integrand. It is easy to check that the various ingredients
transform as follows under the Wick rotation

Z
0

−∞
dτ → −i

Z
∞

0

dx∈ iR;

∂τ → −i∂x ∈ iR;

aðτÞ → aðixÞ ¼ i
Hx

∈ iR;

KaðτÞ → KaðixÞ ¼
H2

2c3sk3a
ð1þ cskaxÞe−cskax ∈R: ð32Þ

Interestingly, the Wick rotated integral is purely real and
therefore vanishes from hπ4ci0s;PO. The only remaining
contribution comes from the residue at the singularity τc,
which reads

FIG. 1. The contact diagram from the nonlocal interaction
generating a parity-odd trispectrum. The black dot labeled by
D−1

PO indicates that the interaction is local in time but nonlocal
in space.

FIG. 2. Representation of the τ-complex plane and the Wick
rotation in the nonlocal EFT. The blue contour is the original
integration path specified by the iϵ-prescription. After Wick-
rotating it to the red contour, one needs to pick up the pole at τc.
The contour integral along the imaginary axis is purely real and
drops out of the result. The only nonzero contribution to the
parity-odd trispectrum emerges from the residue at the pole
τ ¼ τc.
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hπ4ci0s;PO ¼ −
1

Λ6
s · ðk1 × k3Þðk1 · k2Þðk3 · k4Þ

× 2iIm

�
2πiResτ→τcða−1Kþ

1 ∂

↔

τK
þ
2 Þ

×

�
2κa

ðs2 þm2a2Þ2 − 4κ2a2s2
þOð∂2τÞ

�

× ða−1Kþ
3 ∂

↔

τK
þ
4 Þ
�
: ð33Þ

The vanishing of the Wick rotated integral can be under-
stood as a consequence of the no-go theorem of parity
violation in single-field theories. After Wick rotation
but before actually computing the integral, one can perform
a further spatial gradient expansion in powers of
s=ðmaÞ; s=ðκaÞ, which corresponds to a local single-field
EFT. The no-go theorem forbids the presence of parity
violation in such local single-field EFTs, thus the spatial
gradient expansion must vanish term-by-term upon per-
forming the integral and taking the imaginary part. Our
result bypasses the no-go theorem precisely via emergent

nonlocality at the singularity, which is derived from the fact
that the UV theory is multifield in nature.
To proceed to the final trispectrum, we relate the

Goldstone boson to the curvature perturbation by using
ζ ¼ −Hc3=2s f−2π πc, and introduce the dimensionless tris-
pectrum T by

hζk1ζk2ζk3ζk4i0 ¼ ð2πÞ6Δ6
ζ

ðkT=4Þ3
ðk1k2k3k4Þ3

T ðk1; k2; k3; k4Þ;

ð34Þ

where kT ≡P
a ka is referred to as the total energy. The

parity-odd dimensionless trispectrum at LO can be written
as

T POðk1; k2; k3; k4Þ ¼ APOΠsðfkagÞFsðfkag; sÞ
þ ðt; u channelsÞ; ð35Þ

where the amplitudeAPO, the polarization factorΠs and the
function Fs read

APO ≡ i
ð2πÞ2c2sΔ2

ζ

�
H
Λ

�
6
�
κ

H

��
m
2H

�
4

;

ΠsðfkagÞ≡ s · ðk1 × k3Þðk1 · k2Þðk3 · k4Þ;

Fsðfkag; sÞ≡ 64ðk1 − k2Þðk3 − k4Þ
k3Ts

2
Im

�
eicskTτc

iπðHτcÞ6ðik12 þ csk1k2τcÞðik34 þ csk3k4τcÞ
m4κðκ þ sHτcÞ

�
; ð36Þ

where k12 ≡ k1 þ k2, k34 ≡ k3 þ k4 and τc is the location
of the singularity given in Eq. (31). The function Fs, when
combined with Πs, has been defined to be of order unity in
regular kinematic configurations when csκ; csm ≪ H. As
such, it can be identified as a shape function for the parity-
odd trispectrum. Note though that one cannot simply treat
the prefactor APO as the amplitude of the parity-odd
trispectrum, due to the dependence of Fsðfkag; sÞ on the
parametersm, κ. The overall size of the signal should rather
be determined by looking at the full dimensionless trispec-
trum T PO.
We now make a few comments on the analytical

structure of the nonlocal EFT result. First, we see that
the prefactorAPO is imaginary8 and the kinematic factor Πs
enforces the parity-odd trispectrum to vanish in nonplanar
configurations, as for any n-point correlators with parity
violation. Second, the function Fsðfkag; sÞ encoding the
inflationary dynamics is a combination of simple rational
functions and exponential factors, which originates from

products of Goldstone mode functions in the vertex inte-
grand. This outcome is of course attributed to the residue
theorem. Importantly, there is no total energy kT-pole in the
correlator hζ4i0 ∝ k3TFsðfkag; sÞ, suggesting that the parity-
odd correlator can be written as a sum of factorized terms on
the singularity at τc.

B. Shape characteristics

The parity-odd trispectrum in the nonlocal EFT exhibits
several interesting features. They are based on the obser-
vation that the dynamical function Fsðfkag; sÞ contains an
exponential factor eicskTτc with both real and imaginary
parts,

eicskTτc ¼ exp

�
−
kT
s

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
α2m − α2κ

q �
exp

�
−iακkT

s

�
: ð37Þ

This exponential factor is inherited from the Goldstone
dynamical phase at the singularity, and leads to both a low-
speed resonance peak and a new family of oscillatory
signals:

(i) First, the real part of the exponent dictates that the
overall amplitude of the parity-odd trispectrum is

8When splitting the trispectrum signal into parity-even and
parity-odd contributions T ¼ T PE þ T PO, the parity-odd con-
tribution is identified as the imaginary part of the trispectrum
T PO ¼ iImT .

JAZAYERI, RENAUX-PETEL, TONG, WERTH, and ZHU PHYS. REV. D 108, 123523 (2023)

123523-10



Oðe−csm=HÞ, which is nonperturbative in m−1 (recall
that ακ < αm ¼ csm=H). Consistent with the no-go
theorem, if we were to locally integrate out the
massive spinning field, it would lead to a vanishing
parity-odd contribution. Alternatively, a nonvanish-
ing parity-odd signal arising from the exchange of a
massive field must be nonperturbative in the mass.
Now that the sound speed is reduced, the signal
strength becomes considerably larger than the half-
Boltzmann suppression Oðe−πm=HÞ in the conven-
tional case with a unit sound speed. Note also that
the shape function is exponentially attenuated in the
internal ultrasoft limit s → 0, creating a resonance
in the mildly-soft kinematic configuration. More
explicitly, a resonance peak emerges in the trispec-
trum as a result of the interplay between a poly-
nomial rising head and a exponentially attenuating
tail,

jT s;POj ∼
�
kS
kL

�
n
e−

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
α2m−α2κ

p
4kS
kL ; ð38Þ

where n ≃ 2 is a power-law proxy for the polynomial
dependence, while kL ∼ s is the long mode and kS ∼
k1;…; k4 represents the short modes. Demanding
∂jT s;POj=∂ðkS=kLÞ ¼ 0 yields the location of the
resonance peak, given by

kL
kS

∼
4

n

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
α2m − α2κ

q
: ð39Þ

This is essentially the same resonance peak as in the
original low-speed collider framework, which lies at

kL=kS ∼ αm ¼ csm=H in the absence of chemical
potential [41,42].

(ii) On the other hand, the imaginary part in the
exponential (37) gives a new class of oscillatory
signals. The oscillation is periodic when expressed
in the momentum ratio kT=s, rather than logarithmic
as in conventional cosmological collider signals.
The oscillation frequency is determined not by the
mass, but by the Goldstone sound speed and
chemical potential through the dimensionless
parameter ακ ¼ csκ=H. Such oscillations are accom-
panied by the exponential decay in the limit
kT=s → ∞, as noted above. It is interesting that
even after integrating out the massive vector field,
oscillatory features still appear within the IR non-
local EFT. In contrast, conventional cosmological
collider signals are not captured by the nonlocal EFT
result, as they encode the superhorizon on shell
dynamics of the heavy field. One can think of the
difference between the two types of oscillatory
signals as a consequence of different dynamical
phases in the complex τ-plane. We will elaborate
more on this understanding using the saddle point
approximation in a future work.

To confirm the two features above, we present the s-
channel dimensionless parity-odd trispectrum ImT s;PO in
Fig. 3 along with the numerical exact result computed with
the UV theory (see Appendix B for more details). As one
can clearly see from the figure, there are multiple peaks and
valleys among which the first one is the low-speed collider
resonance and the others come from the new family of
oscillatory signals. For a small sound speed cs ≪ 1 and
chemical potential κ=H ≪ 1, the LO nonlocal EFT result

FIG. 3. The s-channel parity-odd trispectrum shape ImT s;PO as defined in Eq. (35) for the ∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi interaction in the nonplanar
tetrahedron kinematics configuration, with k1 ¼ k3, k2 ¼ k4 ¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
s2 þ k21

p
and ψ ¼ π=3 being the dihedral angle from the ðk1; k2Þ-plane

to the ðk3; k4Þ-plane. The parameters are chosen as m=H ¼ 6; κ=H ¼ 1 (left), m=H ¼ 12; κ=H ¼ 8 (middle), and m=H ¼ 12; κ=H ¼ 1
(right), together with a common sound speed cs ¼ 0.1 and Λ ¼ 30H. The blue and red curves show the LO and the NLO nonlocal EFT
results, respectively, and the gray dotted line shows the exact numerical result in the two-field UV theory. The first visible resonance
peak near the regular kinematics configuration is the low-speed collider signature, see Eq. (39). The second peak (valley) and the
subsequent ones in the exponentially attenuated tail are attributed to the new class of oscillatory signals, periodic in k1=s, see Eq. (37).
For t and u channels, the exchanged momenta are not soft, the low-speed collider resonance is absent, and the corresponding signals are
suppressed.
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perfectly agrees with the exact one. Deviations start to
appear when the chemical potential becomes comparable to
the mass κ ≲m. In this case, the conventional cosmological
collider signal becomes larger, dominating the collapsed
limit (see the oscillating tail present in the exact result that
is absent in the nonlocal EFT in the middle panel of Fig. 3).
The nonlocal EFT result nonetheless predicts well the other
features of the signal. We also show the signal strength of
the parity-odd trispectrum in Fig. 4, where we find that our
model can give sizable signals within the reach of future
LSS observations.

V. CONCLUSION

Parity-violating cosmological correlators serve as a
compelling evidence for new physics in the early
Universe. In this paper, we have shown that a chemical-
potential driven dynamics of an additional massive spin-1
field during inflation generates a large parity-odd trispec-
trum in the presence of a reduced speed of sound for the
Goldstone boson of broken time translations. The reduced
sound speed limit admits a single-field nonlocal EFT
description, in which the massive vector field is integrated
out, leaving parity-violating self-interactions of the
Goldstone boson of broken time translations that are local
in time but nonlocal in space. Remarkably, despite the
single-field content of the nonlocal EFT, this emergent
spatial nonlocality leads to a nonvanishing parity-odd
trispectrum. We have shown that this correlator is com-
pletely determined as the residue at the singularity of the

nonlocal interactions, bypassing the single-field no-go
theorem on parity violation. Inspecting the characteristics
of the parity-odd trispectrum, we have identified a low-
speed-collider resonance peak in mildly-soft kinematics
configurations and a new type of oscillatory patterns toward
the collapsed limit that is distinct from the traditional
cosmological collider signals. The exploration of the
parameter space reveals a potentially large parity-odd
signal, making it a noteworthy consideration for future
observations.
While in this work we have focused exclusively on parity

violation in the nonlocal EFT, there are many interesting
physics to explore in the UV theory, providing ample
opportunities for future research. To name a few, the
reduced Goldstone sound speed opens up new phase-space
regions [u≡ s=ðcsk12Þ > 1, v≡ s=ðcsk34Þ > 1] for the
trispectrum with new families of cosmological collider
signals. It would be interesting to classify these signals and
understand how they connect to the new oscillatory patterns
lying in the internal soft limit of the trispectrum found in
the present work. Another important theoretical question is
to give an exact solution to the low-speed collider trispec-
trum in the presence of chemical potential, especially in the
new kinematics region u, v > 1 where all the known
solutions cease to apply. Since the chemical potential
and the speed of sound are the only possible modifications
of the dispersion relation up to quadratic order in a
derivative expansion, the full exact solution would be
marked as the last piece of the puzzle of solving boost-
breaking tree-level trispectra. We hope to address these
questions in a forthcoming work.
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APPENDIX A: SINGULARITY
AT HIGHER ORDERS

At LO, the location τc (31) in the τ-complex plane
appears to be the only singularity of the integrand (28),
where it manifests itself as a simple pole. In this appendix,
we show that τc is the only singularity at any finite order in
the parity-odd sector of the series expansion (20), so that
the parity-odd trispectrum is, to all orders, fixed by the
singularity at τc.

FIG. 4. The size of the parity-odd trispectrum jT POj generated
by the interaction ∂jπ̇c∂i∂jπcσi. The contours give the peak value
of T PO in logarithmic scale. The horizontal axis is the chemical
potential κ=H while the vertical axis shows the mass of the vector
field m=H, both in Hubble units. The sound speed is chosen
to be cs ¼ 0.1, along with the cutoff scale Λ=H ¼ 30. The region
κ > m is excluded as the massive spinning particle develops a
tachyonic instability, see Sec. II.
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In Fourier space, consider a further decomposition of
D−1

PE in Eq. (23) into an identity part and a longitudinal part,

D−1
PE ¼ D−1

I þD−1
L ; ðA1Þ

with

½D−1
I �ij ≡ s2=a2 þm2

ðs2=a2 þm2Þ2 − 4κ2s2=a2
δij; ðA2Þ

½D−1
L �ij ≡ −4κ2

ðs2=a2 þm2Þ2 − 4κ2s2=a2
sisj=a2

s2=a2 þm2
: ðA3Þ

Now both D−1
I and D−1

PO possess a pole at τc, while the
longitudinal part D−1

L has an extra pole at

τL ≡ im
sH

: ðA4Þ

Thus we need to show that in the full expansion9

�
∂
2
τ

a2
þD

�−1

¼ðD−1
I þD−1

L þD−1
POÞ

X∞
n¼0

�
−
∂
2
τ

a2
ðD−1

I þD−1
L þD−1

POÞ
�

n

;

ðA5Þ

this extra pole never appears in the parity-odd sector. In
fact, this is simply guaranteed by the tensorial structure.
Namely, the parity-odd sector must have at least one factor
of D−1

PO:

� � � ∂
2
τ

a2
D−1

PO
∂
2
τ

a2
� � � : ðA6Þ

Now one can always find the closest insertion of ½D−1�L,
with a sequence of ½D−1�I inserted in between,

� � �D−1
PO

∂
2
τ

a2
D−1

I � � �D−1
I

∂
2
τ

a2
D−1

L � � � : ðA7Þ

The tensor structure then reads

� � � 2iκϵijlslδjm1
� � � δm2qnsnsk � � � ¼ 0: ðA8Þ

Therefore, any insertion of D−1
L with its extra pole is

eliminated by the nearest factor D−1
PO. Henceforth, there is

no extra τL singularity in the parity-odd sector of the
nonlocal EFT.

Since finite steps of summation, multiplication and
taking derivatives also do not generate new singularities,
but only serve to increase the order of the τc pole, we
conclude that τc is the only singularity of the nonlocal EFT
at any finite order, and that the resulting parity-odd
trispectrum only receives contribution from the τc pole.

APPENDIX B: DETAILS ON THE
ULTRAVIOLET COMPUTATION

In this appendix, we provide details on the exact calcu-
lation of the parity-odd trispectrum in the UV theory. Using
the Schwinger-Keldysh diagrammatics, the s-channel dia-
gram, see Fig. 5, from transverse vector exchange reads

hπ4ci0s;T ¼ 1

Λ6
ðk1 · k2Þðk3 · k4Þ

X
λ;a;b¼�

ðk1 · ε�λÞðk3 · ελÞ

× ab
Z

dτdτ0ða−1Ka
1 ∂

↔

τKa
2ÞGab

λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ

× ða0−1Kb
3 ∂

↔

τ0Kb
4Þ; ðB1Þ

wherewe have abbreviated a0 ≡ aðτ0Þ. Here, the polarization
vector is

ελðŝÞ ¼ n̂ − ðn̂ · ŝÞŝþ iλŝ × n̂ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2½1 − ðn̂ · ŝÞ2�

p ; ðB2Þ

where n̂ is an arbitrary unit vector not parallel to ŝ. The
Goldstone mode function, associated with the bulk-to-
boundary propagator Kþ

a , has been defined in (29), its
antitime-ordered cousin reads

K−
a ¼ ðKþ

a Þ�: ðB3Þ

The vector propagators are

FIG. 5. The trispectrum diagram in the UV theory. In this case
both vertices are local in spacetime but they are connected by a
propagating vector field, represented by the purple wavy
line here.

9Notice that we have applied the identity a−2∂2τ ¼ ∂
2
t þH∂t to

Eq. (20).
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Gþþ
λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ ¼ θðτ − τ0Þσλ;kðτÞσ�λ;kðτ0Þ

þ θðτ0 − τÞσ�λ;kðτÞσλ;kðτ0Þ; ðB4Þ

G−þ
λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ ¼ σλ;kðτÞσ�λ;kðτ0Þ; ðB5Þ

Gþ−
λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ ¼ ½G−þ

λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ��; ðB6Þ

G−−
λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ ¼ ½Gþþ

λ ðs; τ; τ0Þ��; ðB7Þ

where the mode function is expressed in terms of the
Whittaker W-function,

σλ;kðτÞ ¼
e−λπκ̃=2ffiffiffiffiffi

2k
p Wiλκ̃;iμð2ikτÞ;

with μ≡
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

H2
−
1

4

r
; κ̃ ≡ κ

H
: ðB8Þ

The nested time integrals are solved numerically. We will
provide analytical results for this correlator in a future work.
The exact numerical result from the UV theory is contrasted
with the nonlocal EFT one in Fig. 3.
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