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In-medium masses of the light vector ω, ρ and axial-vector A1 mesons are studied in the magnetized
nuclear matter, accounting for the effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis at finite temperature. The in-
medium partial decay widths for the A1 → ρπ channels are studied from the in-medium masses of the initial
and the final state particles by applying a phenomenological Lagrangian to account for the A1ρπ interaction
vertices. The masses are calculated within the QCD sum rule framework, with the medium effects coming
through the light quark (∼hq̄qi) and the scalar gluon condensates (∼hG2i), as well as the light four-quark
condensate (∼hq̄qi2). The condensates are calculated within the chiral SUð3Þmodel in terms of the medium
modified scalar fields: isoscalar σ, ζ, isovector δ, and the dilaton field χ. The effects of magnetic fields are
incorporated through the magnetized Dirac sea contribution as well as the Landau energy levels of protons
and anomalous magnetic moments (AMMs) of the nucleons at finite temperature nuclear matter. The effects
of temperature are included through the Fermi distribution functions in the number (ρp;n) and scalar (ρsp;n)
densities of nucleons within the chiral effective model framework. The incorporation of the magnetic field
through the Dirac sea of nucleons lead to an enhancement (reduction) of the light quark condensates with
magnetic field, give rise to the phenomenon of magnetic (inverse) catalysis. The effects of (inverse) magnetic
catalysis at finite temperature nuclear matter are studied on the spectral functions and production cross
sections of the neutral ρ and A1 mesons. This may affect the production of the light vector and axial-vector
mesons in the peripheral heavy-ion collision experiments, where estimated magnetic field is very large at the
early stages of collisions with very high temperature.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The study of the in-medium spectral properties (masses,
decay widths etc.) of hadrons under extreme conditions of
density and/or temperature, has become a very important
topic of research in the strong interaction physics. The study
is of great relevance in the context of high energy heavy-ion
collision experiments. In the peripheral ultra relativistic
heavy-ion collision experiments, very large magnetic fields
have been estimated, for, e.g., at RHIC in BNL, LHC in
CERN [1–5]. Thus, the in-medium study of hadrons in the
presence of an external strong magnetic field attracts a lot of
research interest in this area. The large number difference
between the neutrons and protons of the heavy colliding
nuclei leads to the incorporation of the effects of isospin
asymmetry in the study of hadronic properties.

In-medium properties of the light vector mesons may
affect the low mass dilepton production in the heavy-ion
collision experiments [6]. The heavy leptonic decay of
τ → ντ þ X, indicates the coupling of the hadronic state X
to an axial-vector current. Its decay fraction to the three pion
states through the intermediate state of ρπ with respect to the
total width shows that, the dominant decay mode of the A1

meson is the partial (s-wave) ρπ mode [7]. The study of the
in-medium spectral properties of the A1 meson is important
in the context of partial restoration of chiral symmetry and
to provide valuable information to further experimental
studies of the axial-vector meson state. Its coupling to the π
meson fπ , is defined in the usual way h0jūγμγ5djπi ¼
ifπPμ [8]. The fundamental symmetry of quantum chromo-
dynamics (QCD) is the chiral symmetry, which is sponta-
neously broken at low densities and low temperatures due to
the nonzero expectation values of the chiral condensates.
The formation of the quark and gluon condensates in QCD
vacuum leads to the generation of hadron masses. The
spontaneous chiral symmetry breaking effect induces mass
splittings between the opposite parity states in the hadron
spectra, e.g., π − σ, ρ − A1. The condensates are expected to
change with temperature and/or density, and also with the
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magnetic field. The values tend to decrease with baryon
density in the strange hadronic matter at different values of
strangeness fs ¼ 0, 0.3, 0.5 and isospin asymmetry param-
eter η ¼ 0, 0.5 [9]. The phenomena of enhancement (reduc-
tion) of the light quark condensates with magnetic field is
called magnetic (inverse) catalysis [10–12]. In the literature,
there are few studies related to the effects of (inverse)
magnetic catalysis on the hadron properties in magnetized
nuclear matter. There are several studies in the context of
quark matter with a background magnetic field using the
framework of Nambu-Jona-Lasinio model [13–17]. The
effects of the magnetized Dirac sea have been studied on
the nuclear matter phase transition using the Walecka model
and an extended linear sigma model [18]. In Ref. [19], the
effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis have been studied
using the weak-field expansion of the fermion propagator
incorporating its anomalous magnetic moment, to evaluate
the nucleonic one-loop self energy functions in the hot
magnetized nuclear matter. At very high temperatures and
high densities, the chiral symmetric phase is expected to be
(partially) restored, which can be inferred from its observ-
able consequence on the hadron spectrum. The dilepton
data, as measured in the relativistic heavy-ion collisions,
provided evidence on the in-medium spectral changes of ρ
meson, while there is very little access to the experimental
evidence on the spectral changes of A1 meson. Therefore, to
investigate on the chiral symmetry restoration from the in-
medium spectral changes of the ρ meson [20], a theoretical
investigation of the same is required on the A1 meson
spectrum. Toward this aim, sum rules serve as good non-
perturbative tool to connect the hadronic spectral properties
directly to the QCD vacuum condensates. The medium
modifications of the spectral properties of hadrons may serve
as good evidence to the in-medium nature of QCD vacuum
condensates.
There have been QCD sum rule studies on the spectral

density functions induced by the axial-vector current [8,21].
The spectral functions of ρ and A1 mesons have been
analyzed in vacuum using the hadronic models and have
been tested further with QCD sum rules [22]. TheWeinberg-
type sum rules [23] for ρ and A1 mesons (in the exact chiral
limit), have been studied at zero and finite temperature [24].
In Ref. [25], finite temperature (T ≠ 0) study of ρ, ω and A1

mesons have been performed by using Borel sum rule. The
effects of temperature have been incorporated through the
thermal average of the local operators in the operator
product expansion, which leads to the nonvanishing values
of Lorentz nonscalar operators that would have otherwise
been zero at T ¼ 0. The contributions of the scalar four-
quark condensates are observed to be significant on these
meson properties. In Ref. [26], the Breit-Wigner paramet-
rization for the ρ; A1 spectral functions have been used and
the constraints of QCD sum rules have been investigated on
their masses and decay widths, in vacuum and at finite

nuclear matter density. The coupling of π meson to the axial-
vector current has been considered by adding a δ-function
peak at mπ to the correlator of axial-vector channel. In
Ref. [27], the parity-mixing ansatz including the finite
widths of ρ; A1 spectra has been considered at finite
temperature in the context of finite energy sum rules. The
mass of the A1 meson is reported to drop with rising
temperature, indicating the expected tendency of ρ-A1 mass
degeneracy nearby the critical temperature Tc of chiral
symmetry restoration. The temperature dependencies of the
meson-nucleon coupling constants for ρ [28] and A1 [29],
have been investigated using the soft-wall AdS/QCD model
with thermal dilaton field. An interaction Lagrangian of the
ρðA1Þ-nucleon interaction along with the thermal dilaton
field system has been constructed in the bulk of space-time,
to form the integral representation of the gA1NNðgρNNÞ
coupling. The mesons and nucleons profile functions are
applied to the model. The AdS=CFT correspondence states
the equivalence of two different physical theories of gravity
(in the bulk of AdS space-time) and a quantum field theory
(on the boundary of this space-time). There is a strong-weak
duality which is applied to describe the low-energy phe-
nomena of QCD (theory of strong interactions), and is called
AdS/QCD. There are two approaches in AdS/QCD used to
study the hadron properties in nuclear medium, which is
expected to create in the relativistic heavy ion collision
experiments. The modified thermal soft-wall model has
been used to incorporate the effects of temperature through
the thermal dilaton field, which is also related to the chiral
condensate.
InRef. [30], the effects ofmagnetic field have been studied

on the in-mediummasses of the light vectormesons (ρ;ω;ϕ)
in magnetized nuclear matter using the QCD sum rule
method. In-medium masses are obtained by incorporating
the medium effects through the scalar fields σ, ζ, δ, χ,
calculated within the chiral SUð3Þ model. In the absence of
an externalmagnetic field,masses of thesemesons have been
studied in the strange hadronic matter using the sum rule
approach [9], in terms of the light quark (up to the scalar four
quark condensates) and the scalar gluon condensates calcu-
lated within the chiral model framework. In Ref. [30],
contribution of an external magnetic field has been incorpo-
rated through the Landau quantization of protons and the
anomalousmagneticmoments of the nucleons. In our present
study, contributions of the magnetized Dirac sea are incor-
porated to study the effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis on
the masses of ρ, ω and A1 mesons as well as the spectral
function and production cross sections of ρ0; A0

1 mesons in
hot and dense nuclear matter, in an external magnetic field.
The present paper is organized as follows: in Sec. II,

the chiral effective model is briefly discussed to
find the in-medium light quark and the scalar gluon
condensates. In Sec. III, QCD sum rule approach is
presented to calculate the masses of the light vector and
axial-vector mesons under study. Section IV, describes the
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phenomenological Lagrangian formulation to find the
hadronic decays of the A1 and ρ mesons. Section V
contains the formalism of the Breit-Wigner spectral func-
tions and production cross sections of the neutral ρ and A1

mesons incorporating the medium effects through their
respective mass and decay widths. The results of the
present investigation are discussed in Sec. VI. Finally,
Sec. VII, summarizes the findings of the present work.

II. THE CHIRAL EFFECTIVE MODEL

The in-medium masses of the light vector and axial-
vector mesons within the QCD sum rule approach are
obtained through the light quark and scalar gluon con-
densates, which are calculated using a chiral effective
model framework. The effective chiral model is based on
the nonlinear realization of chiral SUð3ÞL × SUð3ÞR
symmetry [31–33] and the broken scale-invariance of
QCD [34–36]. A scale-invariance breaking logarithmic
potential in the scalar dilaton field χ [37,38] within the
effective Lagrangian simulates QCD gluon condensate. The
general Lagrangian density of the model contains the kinetic
energies of the baryons and mesons, along with the baryon-
meson (both spin-0 and spin-1) interactions. The baryon and
scalar mesons interactions generate the mass of the baryon.
The meson-meson interactions give rise to their mass and
dynamics in the effective model Lagrangian. The sponta-
neous symmetry breaking and explicit symmetry breaking
of QCD are incorporated within the chiral SUð3Þ model
Lagrangian accordingly [36]. The scale-symmetry breaking
logarithmic potential simulates the scalar gluon condensates
in the model. In the magnetized nuclear medium, the
magnetic field contributions are coming through the
Landau energy levels of protons and anomalous magnetic
moments of the nucleons in the Fermi sea [39–45].
In earlier works of the in-medium vector meson proper-

ties based on the quantum hadrodynamics model, the
dominant contribution to the mass shifts are originated
from the vacuum polarization effects in the baryon
(nucleon) sector. This significant drop cannot be obtained
while considering the mean-field approximation only. The
in-medium properties of vector mesons and their observ-
able effects on the low mass dilepton spectra have been
studied extensively in the literature accounting for the
quantum correction (through relativistic Hartree approx-
imations) effects within the Walecka model. It is therefore
interesting in the context of modern day experimental
facilities at RHIC, LHC, where at the peripheral heavy
ion collisions ultrastrong transient electromagnetic field is
expected to be produced at the very early stages of the
collisions, which eventually decay with time in the pro-
duced medium. Depending on the collision geometry, the
effect of a background uniform magnetic field in a low
density medium can be considered and the quantum
corrections in the nucleonic sector (as in the low density

matter the possible constituents can be protons and neu-
trons) should be taken into account.
The propagation of a particle through an external

medium at finite density and/or temperature lead to the
modifications to its field theoretical propagator. The same
is also true when the particle is going through an external
magnetic background. In the formalism of the relativistic
Hartree approximation (RHA), the effective interaction of a
fermion, e.g., nucleon in a medium is taking into account
through the one-loop self-energy function derived using the
Feynman tadpole diagrams. The diagrams are correspond-
ing to the scalar and vector mesons interactions with the
nucleons. The tadpole diagrams, in turn, correspond to
the second-order contributions to the various Green’s
functions, e.g., fermion propagators. In the noncentral
ultrarelativistic heavy ion collisions, there have been
estimation of very strong electromagnetic fields at the very
early stages of the collisions. The strength of the produced
fields may depend on the various collision parameters and
collision geometry. However, the magnetic field at the
freeze-out hyper-surface (FOHS) is estimated to be of the
order of 0.07 GeV2 which is around 4m2

π [46]. In order to
obtain a more complete in-medium effects, the effect of
finite temperature is also accounted for in the present study.
As it will be discussed further in the results and discussion
section, the solutions of the scalar fields within the present
model incorporating the magnetized Dirac sea contribu-
tions, are obtained up to a magnetic field strength of 3.9m2

π

in the vacuum and almost around 9m2
π at the nuclear matter

saturation density ρ0. In this process, the one-loop baryons
i.e., protons and neutrons are dressed in the sense that their
effective interacting propagator is considered at the given
medium while computing the loop integrals. The effective
interacting propagator of fermion is obtained from the
perturbative expansion in the Dirac equation in presence of
an external magnetic field with finite anomalous magnetic
moments (AMMs) of the nucleons. The weak-field expan-
sion is considered in the present study by keeping up to the
second order contributions in magnetic field and AMMs of
the Dirac sea of nucleons. The method of dimensional
regularization is applied to obtain the simplified form of the
divergent integrals involved in the one-loop self energy
functions. The ultraviolet divergence resulting from the
pure vacuum term is neglected using the mean-field
approximation. However, the other divergent contribution
which is extracted from the pole of the gamma function is
treated using the MS renormalization scheme. In Ref. [19],
the above procedure has been implemented to study the
vacuum to nuclear matter phase transition at finite temper-
ature nuclear matter within the Walecka model by consid-
ering σ − N interaction in the one-loop scalar self energy
function of nucleons. In our present work, the formalism is
extended to apply in the context of chiral SUð3Þ model,
which incorporates the σ − N, ζ − N, and δ − N inter-
actions in the scalar one-loop self energy functions. The
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contribution of the anomalous magnetic moments of the
Dirac sea of nucleons is considered in the weak field
expansion of the magnetized fermion propagator. Thus, the
contribution of the magnetized Dirac sea is incorporated
through the summation of the nucleonic tadpole diagrams
corresponding to their interactions with the scalar meson
fields σ, ζ and δ in the chiral SUð3Þ model Lagrangian.

LBX ¼
X
i¼p;n

ψ̄ iðgσiσ þ gζiζ þ gδiδÞψ i: ð1Þ

Where, σ, ζ are the nonstrange and strange scalar-isoscalar
fields, respectively and δ is the scalar-isovector field.
The coupling parameters gσi; gζi; gδi corresponding to the
ith; i ¼ p, n, baryon are fitted from the empirically known
masses of the baryons. The one-loop self energy functions
of the Dirac sea of nucleons are thus evaluated using the
weak-field expansion of nucleonic propagators (up to
second order in magnetic field). The effects of AMMs of
the Dirac sea of nucleons are also accounted for in this
study. The weak-field approximation of fermion propagator
leads to a reliable solutions of the self-consistent scalar
fields equations in the magnetized nuclear matter, till the
magnetic field strength of 0.04 GeV2 or around 2–3 m2

π

within the Walecka model [19]. In the present work’s chiral
SUð3Þmodel, the similar field expansion of the propagators
of Dirac nucleons is considered to find the magnetized
vacuum corrections in the nuclear matter context. The self-
consistent scalar fields equations for σ, ζ, δ and χ including
both Fermi and Dirac sea effects in the magnetic nuclear
matter give rise to a feasible solution up to a magnetic field
strength which is consistent with that of the freeze-out
hypersurface for hadronic cooling zone, as will be discussed
further in the results and discussion section. Thus, the in-
medium hadronic properties can be affected by a weak
magnetic field in this regime. In this sense the weak-field
expansion is considerable for a qualitative estimate of the
hadron properties in a magnetized matter. Beside this the
degree of divergence involved in the loop integral would
also be out of control if higher order terms in the propagator
expansion were taken into account. The nucleonic self
energy functions contribute to the scalar densities of
nucleons [47–49], which then give impact to the scalar
fields coupled equations of motion. The scalar meson fields
are treated as classical, whereas the nucleons as quantum
fields in the evaluation of the magnetized Dirac sea
contribution. The scale-invariance breaking phenomena of
QCD leads to the trace anomaly of QCD, i.e., nonzero value
for the trace of the energy-momentum tensor in QCD, which
in the limit of finite light quark masses miði ¼ u; d; sÞ
become [30,50]

hTμ
μi ¼

X
i¼u;d;s

hmiq̄iqii þ
�
βQCD
2g

Ga
μνGaμν

�
: ð2Þ

In Eq. (2), Ga
μν is the gluon field strength tensor of QCD.

The trace of the energy momentum tensor within the model
can be obtained from the Lagrangian density terms con-
taining the field χ [9,51,52] as

hθμμi ¼ χ
∂L
∂χ

− 4L ¼ −ð1 − dÞχ4 ð3Þ

The first term in Eq. (2) corresponds to the explicit chiral
symmetry breaking term in QCD

LQCD
SB ¼ −Tr½diagðmuūu;mdd̄d;mss̄sÞ�; ð4Þ

which in the chiral SUð3Þ model under the mean-field
approximation is written as [9]

LSB ¼ −Tr
�
diag

�
1

2
m2

πfπðσ þ δÞ; 1
2
m2

πfπðσ − δÞ;
� ffiffiffi

2
p

m2
kfk −

1ffiffiffi
2

p m2
πfπ

�
ζ

��
ð5Þ

Comparing Eqs. (4) and (5), the light quark condensates are
related to the scalar fields σ, ζ and δ as

muhūui ¼
1

2
m2

πfπðσ þ δÞ; ð6Þ

mdhd̄di ¼
1

2
m2

πfπðσ − δÞ; ð7Þ

mshs̄si ¼
� ffiffiffi

2
p

m2
kfk −

1ffiffiffi
2

p m2
πfπ

�
ζ ð8Þ

From Eqs. (2) and (3), one obtains the scalar gluon
condensate as

X
i¼u;d;s

mihq̄iqii−
9

8

�
αs
π
Ga

μνGaμν

�
¼−ð1−dÞχ4 ð9Þ

In Eq. (2), βQCDðgÞ ¼ − Ncg3

48π2
ð11 − 2

Nc
NfÞ ¼ − 9αsg

4π is the
QCD β function at the one-loop level with Nf ¼ 3 flavors,

Nc ¼ 3 colors of quarks and αs ¼ g2

4π; by using the expres-
sions for mihqiqii (i ¼ u, d, s) from Eqs. (6)–(8), the scalar
gluon condensate is given by

�
αs
π
Ga

μνGaμν

�
¼ 8

9

�
ð1− dÞχ4 þ

�
m2

πfπσ

þ
� ffiffiffi

2
p

m2
kfk −

1ffiffiffi
2

p m2
πfπ

�
ζ

��
ð10Þ

The coupled equations of motion of the scalar fields σ, ζ, δ
and χ obtained from the chiral SUð3Þ model Lagrangian are
solved in the magnetized (asymmetric) nuclear matter at
finite temperature, accounting for the effects of the Dirac sea
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under the mean-field approximation. In the coupled equations of motion [51], the number and scalar densities of nucleons
(ρi; ρsi ; i ¼ p, n) incorporate the effects of density, temperature and magnetic fields as given below for the charged protons
and neutral neutrons in hot magnetized nuclear matter,

ρp ¼ jeBj
2π2

X
ν;s¼�1

Z
∞

0

dkjj

�
1

eðE�
p−μ�pÞ=T þ 1

−
1

eðE�
pþμ�pÞ=T þ 1

�
; ð11Þ

ρsp ¼ jeBjm�
p

2π2
X

ν;s¼�1

Z
∞

0

dkjjffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2jj þ ð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m�2

p þ 2νjeBj
q

þ sΔpÞ2
r

�
1

eðE�
p−μ�pÞ=T þ 1

þ 1

eðE�
pþμ�pÞ=T þ 1

�
þ Δρsp; ð12Þ

ρn ¼
1

2π2
X
s¼�1

Z
∞

0

dk⊥k⊥
Z

∞

0

dkjj

�
1

eðE�
n−μ�nÞ=T þ 1

−
1

eðE�
nþμ�nÞ=T þ 1

�
; ð13Þ

ρsn ¼
1

2π2
X
s

Z
∞

0

dk⊥k⊥
�
1þ sΔnffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

m�2
n þ k2⊥

p
�Z

∞

0

dkjj
m�

nffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2jj þ ð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m�2

n þ k2⊥
p

þ sΔnÞ2
q

×

�
1

eðE�
n−μ�nÞ=T þ 1

þ 1

eðE�
nþμ�nÞ=T þ 1

�
þ Δρsn: ð14Þ

In the above expressions, the term related to the anomalous
magnetic moments of protons and neutrons is
Δiði¼p;nÞ ¼ − κiμNB

2
, with κp ¼ 3.5856 and κn ¼ −3.8263,

are the gyromagnetic ratio corresponding to the anomalous
magnetic moments (AMMs) of the proton and the neutron,
respectively [44,45]. The energy spectra of protons and
neutrons in the magnetized nuclear matter are

E�
p ¼ ½k2jj þ ð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m�2

p þ 2νjeBj
q

þ sΔpÞ2�1=2, and E�
n ¼ ½k2jj þ

ð
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m�2

n þ k2⊥
p

þ sΔnÞ2�1=2; μ�i denote the effective chemical
potential of protons and neutrons (i ¼ p, n) at finite
temperature matter [53,54]. In Eqs. (12) and (14), the
additional contribution Δρsi ; ði ¼ p; nÞ due to the magnet-
ized Dirac sea effects can be related to the vacuum self-
energy corrections in a background magnetic field as

−
g2Si
m2

S
ΔρsN jS¼σ;ζ;δ ¼ Σs

vacuum

¼ g2Si
4π2m2

S

�jeBj2
3m�

i
þ ðΔ2

pm�
p þ Δ2

nm�
n

− jeBjΔpÞ
	
1

2
þ 2 ln

�
m�

i

mi

�
�
ð15Þ

In Eq. (15), the corresponding electric charge for proton
should be used which is zero for neutron. In the magnet-
ized nuclear matter, the number and scalar densities of
charged fermions (protons) have the contributions of the
Landau energy levels of protons. The number and
scalar densities of both protons and neutrons incorporate
the effects of the anomalous magnetic moments (AMMs)
of the nucleons from the magnetized Fermi sea of

nucleons [39,40,44,45,55]. The scalar densities of the
nucleons incorporate an additional contribution (Δρsi ; i ¼
p, n) due to the magnetized Dirac sea, which is obtained
by summing over the nucleonic tadpole diagrams corre-
sponding to the scalar mesons (σ, ζ, and δ) and nucleons
interactions within the chiral effective model. The Fermi
distribution functions give rise to the effect of temperature
on the solutions of the scalar fields (σ, ζ, δ and χ) through
ρi and ρsi ; i ¼ p, n [55]. The scalar fields equations of
motion are thus solved self-consistently at the given values
of the baryon density ρB ¼ ρp þ ρn, isospin asymmetry
parameter η ¼ ρn−ρp

2ρB
, temperature T, and magnetic fields

jeBj, taken into account the important effects of the
magnetic field through Dirac sea.

III. QCD SUM RULE FRAMEWORK

In the present section, the masses of the light vector
mesons ω, ρ and the axial-vector meson A1 are calculated
using the QCD sum rule (QCDSR) approach. In-medium
masses of these mesons are investigated in the magnetized
nuclear matter at finite temperature, accounting for the
effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis through the magnet-
ized Dirac sea. The in-medium masses are obtained in terms
of the light quark condensates (up to the scalar four-quark
condensate) and the scalar gluon condensate, which are
calculated within the chiral SUð3Þ model. The time-ordered
current-current correlator is given by [8,21]

ΠμνðqÞ ¼ i
Z

d4x eiqxhT½JμðxÞ; Jνð0Þ�i: ð16Þ
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Where T denotes the time-ordered product, and the
symbol hi indicates the in-medium expectation value of
the T-ordered product of currents. The current quark-
bilinears of all the three axial-vector meson states (with
JP ¼ 1þ) are defined as

J
ðAþ

1
Þ

μ ¼ dγμγ5u; J
ðA−

1
Þ

μ ¼ ūγμγ5d;

J
ðA0

1
Þ

μ ¼ 1

2
ðūγμγ5u − d̄γμγ5dÞ ð17Þ

For the vector currents with JP ¼ 1− they are given by

Jðρ
þÞ

μ ¼ d̄γμu; Jðρ
−Þ

μ ¼ ūγμd;

Jðω;ρ
0Þ

μ ¼ 1

2
ðūγμu� d̄γμdÞ ð18Þ

The correlation function is written out in the following
tensor structure [21,26,56,57]

ΠμνðqÞ ¼ qμqνRðq2Þ − gμνKðq2Þ ð19Þ

The above expression is valid for mesons at rest. For the
conserved vector currents, Kðq2Þ ¼ q2Rðq2Þ. As for the
nonconserved axial-vector current this relation no longer
holds and Rðq2Þ has contributions from pseudoscalar
mesons [21,56,57]. In principle, the QCD sum rule can
be carried out with either Rðq2Þ or Kðq2Þ. Further studies
in this work are based on Rðq2Þ as the Borel transform with
the other quantity is rather unstable and there will be no
new information obtained by working with Kðq2Þ along
with Rðq2Þ for the A1 current [26]. Among the two
representations of QCDSR, the real part of the correlator
Rðq2Þ on the phenomenological side is related to its
imaginary part via a dispersion relation [9,57]

Rphenðq2Þ ¼
1

π

Z
∞

0

ds
ImRphenðsÞ
ðs − q2Þ : ð20Þ

Where ImRphenðsÞ is called the spectral density, para-
metrized in terms of the hadronic resonance plus pertur-
bative continuum. On the other representation, the real
part of Rðq2Þ is expressed in the large space like region
ðQ2 ¼ −q2Þ ≫ 1 GeV2 by the Wilson’s operator product
expansion (OPE), given as [25,58]

ROPEðq2 ¼−Q2Þ ¼
�
−c0 ln

�
Q2

μ2

�
þ c1
Q2

þ c2
Q4

þ c3
Q6

þ�� �
�

ð21Þ

In the above equation the operators up to dimension-6
are considered and the scale μ has been chosen as

1 GeV [9,25,58]. The first term in the OPE is a con-
tribution from perturbative QCD. The coefficients ci
(i ¼ 1, 2, 3) of the subsequent terms contain QCD non-
perturbative effects in terms of the light quark and scalar
gluon condensates and some parameters from the QCD
Lagrangian. The condensates are affected in presence of a
medium. The effect of magnetic field through the Dirac
sea lead to the significant changes in the condensates with
magnetic field, which is the main concern of study on the
in-medium spectral properties of light mesons. The
coefficient c3 is being associated with the light four-quark
condensate and it is different corresponding to the differ-
ent current quark-bilinears of the charged and neutral
mesons with the same JPC quantum numbers. In Eq. (18),
the ci (i ¼ 0, 1, 2, 3) coefficients for the light axial-vector
meson A1 are given by [25,26,57,59]

c0 ¼
1

8π2

�
1þ αs

π

�
; c1 ¼ −

3

8π2
ðm2

u þm2
dÞ;

c2 ¼
1

24

�
αs
π
GμνGμν

�
−
1

2
ðmuhūui þmdhd̄diÞ;

and

c
ðA0

1
Þ

3 ¼ παs ×
88

81
κ1ðhūui2 þ hd̄di2Þ:

Here we study the case of neutral A1 meson only. To
simplify the expression for the scalar four-quark conden-
sates, a factorization technique is adopted. The parameter κ1
introduces the deviation from the exact factorization which
is one as per the vacuum saturation assumption [21,60]. The
value of the running coupling constant is αs ¼ 0.35 at μ ¼
1 GeV scale. For the (neutral) vector meson states ρ and ω,
the Wilson coefficients are already given in Refs. [9,30],
which will be used here to study the important effects of
(inverse) magnetic catalysis on their masses at finite
temperature nuclear matter. In-medium masses of the
charged ρ mesons are also calculated to study the in-
medium hadronic decay widths of A1 → ρ�π∓, have the
corresponding coefficients ci; i ¼ 0, 1, 2, similar to the
neutral partner ρ0. However, c3 term is different than that of
neutral ρ in the following way,

cρ
�
3 ¼ παs × κ2

�
16

81
ðhūui2 þ hd̄di2Þ − 16

9
hūuihd̄di

�

In practice, the parametrization of the current-current
correlator is given for the energy region of the lowest
hadronic resonance, usually there is no model which can be
valid for arbitrary high energies. To achieve a larger
suppression on the high energy part of the hadronic spectral
distribution, Borel transform is applied. After applying the
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Borel transform, the phenomenological side of Eq. (20) is
connected to the OPE side in Eq. (21) as

1

π

Z
∞

0

ds e−s=M
2

ImRphenðsÞ ¼
�
c0M2 þ c1 þ

c2
M2

þ c3
2M4

�

ð22Þ

Where, M is called Borel mass. The exponential function
on the lhs enhances the contribution of the low energy
resonance by suppressing the high energy continuum part
at large s. Higher dimensional operators in ROPE (on the
rhs) are suppressed by an additional factor of 1=ðn − 1Þ!,
leading to the better convergence of the operator product
expansion side.
The hadronic spectral density function ImRphenðsÞ sep-

arates into a resonance part, RresðsÞ (for s ≤ s0) and a
perturbative continuum (for s > s0) [9,26,58]

ImRphenðsÞ
π

¼ RresðsÞΘðs0 − sÞ þ c0Θðs − s0Þ ð23Þ

Where, s0 is the threshold between the low energy
resonance region and the high energy continuum part,
latter being calculated in perturbative QCD.
Next, the finite energy sum rules (FESRs) are derived by

inserting Eq. (23) into the lhs of Eq. (22). The exponential
function then expanded in powers of s

M2 for s ≤ s0 and
M >

ffiffiffiffiffi
s0

p
. Comparing the different powers of 1=M2 on

both sides of Eq. (22), the finite energy sum rules in
vacuum can be written as

Z
s0

0

dsRresðsÞ ¼ ðc0s0 þ c1Þ ð24Þ

Z
s0

0

ds sRresðsÞ ¼
�
c0s20
2

− c2

�
ð25Þ

Z
s0

0

ds s2RresðsÞ ¼
�
c0s30
3

þ c3

�
ð26Þ

The spectral parametrization Rphen
A ðsÞ, used for the axial-

vector current is given by

Rphen
A ðsÞ¼FAδðs−m2

AÞþc0Θðs−sA0 Þþf2πδðs−m2
πÞ ð27Þ

Where, ImRphenðsÞ
π ¼ RphenðsÞ. In the axial-vector meson

channel, apart from the A1 resonance term there is a
contribution from the pseudoscalar meson resonance,
due to its coupling to the axial-vector current [8,21,26].
Similar ansatz is used for the vector meson channel except
for the pseudoscalar meson pole [9,25,58]

Rphen
V ðsÞ ¼ FVδðs −m2

VÞ þ c0Θðs − sV0 Þ ð28Þ

In the nuclear medium, for mesons at rest, the meson-
nucleon scattering effect is incorporated through the Landau
damping term ρsc in the spectral function as given by,

Z
∞

0

dse−s=M
2 ImRphenðsÞ

π
þρsc¼

�
c0M2þc1þ

c02
M2

þ c03
2M4

�

ð29Þ

Where the primed symbols denote the corresponding
in-medium quantities. The damping term originates due
to the absorption of a spacelike meson by an on-shell
nucleon [26,61]. The contributions for the vector and axial-
vector meson channels are taken according to the formalism
based on the scattering amplitudes with the nucleons of the
respective polarization states of vector and axial-vector
correlators [61]. The coefficient in the scalar four-quark
condensate κj for the vector and axial-vector states, are
determined by solving their respective vacuum FESRs.
Thus, the in-medium resonance parameters of the vector
and axial-vector spectral functions, i.e., their corresponding
mass m0, strength F0 and threshold energy s00, are solved
from the in-medium FESRs as derived from Eq. (29).

IV. IN-MEDIUM HADRONIC DECAY WIDTHS

An effective Lagrangian involving the axial-vector (a),
vector (v), and pseudoscalar (ϕ) mesons vertices, is used in
the present investigation to calculate the in-medium partial
decay width of A1 meson going to ρ and π mesons states.
The effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis on the in-
medium hadronic decay widths of A1 → ρπ are obtained
through the in-medium mass of the initial state A1 and final
state ρ mesons particles, calculated using QCD sum rule
approach. The effects of temperature in the magnetized
nuclear matter is considered in the present study, including
the effects of magnetized Dirac sea contribution. The
phenomenological Lagrangian used for the avϕ interaction

Lavϕ ¼ if̃haμν½vμν;ϕ�i: ð30Þ

Where, the SUð3Þ multiplet of the mesons are considered;
The symbol hi denotes the trace of the product of matrices
and i in front of f̃ is to make the Lagrangian Hermitian. The
spin-1 meson fields in Eq. (30) are treated as antisymmetric
tensor fields. The channel of neutral axial-vector meson
A0
1 → ρ�π∓ is studied in the hot magnetized matter,

accounting for the effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis.
The amplitude for the process is calculated using the above
Lagrangian.
The coupling parameters in the interaction vertices are

fitted from the observed decay modes of JPC ¼ 1þþ and
JPC ¼ 1þ− family of axial-vector mesons with their
respective branching ratio [62,63]. The value of the fitted

SPECTRAL PROPERTIES OF ω, ρ, AND … PHYS. REV. D 108, 114025 (2023)

114025-7



parameter f̃ in Ref. [63], is used here to find the in-medium
partial decay widths of the A0

1 meson in an external
medium. For tree level calculations ð∂μXν − ∂νXμÞ can
be used instead of the tensor Xμν of X ¼ a, v fields.
Normalization leads to [64]

h0jXμνjX;p; ϵi ¼
i
mX

½pμϵνðXÞ − pνϵμðXÞ�: ð31Þ

mX is the mass of the X meson. The decay width of A1 → ρπ
channel is given by

ΓA1→ρπ ¼
q

8πm2
A1

jMj2 ð32Þ

Where, q is the momentum of the final state particles in the
rest frame of A1 meson

qðmA1
; mρ; mπÞ ¼

1

2mA1

�
½m2

A1
− ðmρ þmπÞ2�

× ½m2
A1

− ðmρ −mπÞ2�
�
1=2 ð33Þ

The interaction terms corresponding to the A1ρπ vertices as
given by Lagrangian (30), are

LA1ρπ ¼
ffiffiffi
2

p
if̃
h
A0
1ðρ−πþ − ρþπ−Þ þ Aþ

1 ðρþπ0 − ρ0πþÞ

þ A−
1 ðρ0π− − ρ−π0Þ

i
ð34Þ

These terms result from the parity and charge conjugation
symmetry of the Lagrangian density. The amplitude
obtained from the interaction vertices is thus given as

M ¼ −2λavϕ
mA1

mρ
ðp0:p ϵ0:ϵ − ϵ0:p ϵ:p0Þ ð35Þ

With p0, ϵ0 and p, ϵ are the four-momenta and polarization
vectors of the A1 and ρ mesons, respectively, and
λavϕ ¼ ffiffiffi

2
p

if̃. Using the normalization of the fields
[Eq. (31)], the gauge invariant amplitude is obtained. The
decay width of A1 → ρπ is therefore written as

ΓA1→ρπ ¼
jλavϕj2
2πm2

A1

q

�
1þ 2q2

3m2
ρ

�
ð36Þ

To consider the decay of the neutral light vector meson ρ0

into two pseudoscalar mesons πþπ−, an effective vector-
pseudoscalar interaction Lagrangian is taken into account
with the tree-level coupling constant g̃ fitted experimentally

by the observed decay width of ρ → πþπ−. The tree level
amplitude leads to the following decay width [65]

Γρ→πþπ− ¼ g̃2

48π
mρ

�
1 −

4m2
π

m2
ρ

�
3=2

ð37Þ

V. SPECTRAL FUNCTION AND PRODUCTION
CROSS-SECTIONS

The normalized form of the relativistic Breit-Wigner
spectral function for the light vector and axial-vector
mesons are considered as [66,67]

AðMÞ ¼ 2

π

M2Γ�

ðM2 −m�2Þ2 −M2Γ�2 : ð38Þ

Where, M is the invariant mass m� and Γ� are the in-
medium mass and decay widths of the corresponding
vector and axial-vector meson states. The relativistic
Breit-Wigner cross section for productions of neutral ρ
meson from the scattering of πþ and π− mesons and A1 in
the ρþπ− and ρ−πþ channels, in a hot magnetized nuclear
matter is given by

σðMÞ ¼ 6π2Γ�AðMÞ
qðm�; m1; m2Þ2

: ð39Þ

Here, q is the momentum of the scattering particles in the
center-of-mass frame of the produced particle [66]. In
Eq. (39), m1, m2 are the masses of the scattering particles.
The spectral functions and production cross sections of ρ0

and A0
1 mesons are studied in the present work by

incorporating the effects of the magnetized Dirac sea to
the in-medium masses as described in Secs. II and III. This
effect leads to the phenomena of (inverse) magnetic
catalysis at vacuum and at nuclear matter saturation density
ρ0, depending on the finite or zero values of the anomalous
magnetic moments of the nucleons. The effects are studied
both at zero and finite temperature nuclear matter in a
background magnetic field for baryon density ρB ¼ 0 and
ρ0, as the density of the medium in a strong magnetic field
in the peripheral ultra-relativistic heavy ion collision is
typically very low. In-medium masses are calculated within
the QCD sum rule approach by incorporating the medium
effects through the light quark (up to the scalar four quark)
condensates and the scalar gluon condensates, which are
obtained from the chiral effective model. In-medium decay
widths of the processes A0

1 → ρ�π∓ and ρ0 → πþπ− are
computed using the appropriate form of the effective
interaction Lagrangian involving the parent and daughter
particles as illustrated in Sec. IV.
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VI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

In the present work, the in-medium spectral properties of
mass and decay widths of the light vector mesons ω, ρ and
the light axial-vector meson A1 are investigated in the
asymmetric nuclear medium at finite temperature, in
presence of an external magnetic field incorporating the
effects of the magnetized Dirac sea. Using the in-medium
mass and decay widths of the mesons, the spectral
functions as well as the production cross sections of the
neutral ρ and A1 mesons are studied from their respective
scattering modes (also decay modes) of ρ → πþπ− and
A1 → ρ�π∓. The masses are computed using the QCD sum
rule (QCDSR) approach in terms of the in-medium values
of the light quark condensates, the scalar gluon conden-
sates, and the parameters of the QCD Lagrangian, namely
the current quark masses mu, md, the QCD running
coupling constant αs. In-medium values of the QCD
condensates are obtained from that of the scalar isoscalar
fields—nonstrange σ, strange ζ, the scalar isovector field δ
and the scalar dilaton field χ, within the chiral SUð3Þmodel
[as given by Eqs. (6)–(10)]. In the chiral SUð3ÞL × SUð3ÞR
model, the meson fields are treated to be classical and the
nucleons as the quantum fields in obtaining the one-loop
self energy functions of the nucleons with the magnetized
fermionic propagator in the weak-field limit. In this way the
effects of the Dirac sea at finite magnetic field are taken into
account. The effects of temperature are incorporated
through the Fermi distribution functions in the number
and scalar densities of protons and neutrons in magnetized
matter, Eqs. (11)–(14). The coupled equations of motion of
the scalar fields are then solved at the given values of
baryon density ρB, isospin asymmetry ηð¼ ρn−ρp

2ρB
Þ, temper-

ature T and magnetic field jeBj, through the number (ρp;n)
and scalar densities (ρsp;n) of protons and neutrons.
Furthermore, the energy levels of the charged nucleons,
i.e., protons are modified by the magnetic field, giving rise
to the Landau energy levels. There is another effect coming
from the magnetic field due to the anomalous magnetic
moments (AMMs) of the nucleons in both the Fermi and
Dirac sea of nucleons. The contribution of an external
magnetic field on the Dirac sea are obtained through
summation over the nucleonic tadpole diagrams due to
their interactions with the scalar meson fields σ, ζ, and δ in
the chiral effective model Lagrangian. The fermionic
propagator are taken up to second order expansion in
magnetic field jeBj in the calculation of the one loop self
energy functions of the nucleons, along with the nonzero
anomalous magnetic moments of the nucleons. Thus, the
Dirac sea contributes to the scalar densities of the nucleons.
In Ref. [47], the effects of magnetized Dirac sea have been
studied on the in-medium mass of the lowest lying states of
heavy quarkonia at finite density and zero temperature. In
the present investigation, we have studied the effects of the
magnetized Dirac sea on the in-medium spectral properties

of the light vector and axial-vector mesons in asymmetric
nuclear matter at finite temperature.
The light quark condensates (hq̄qi; q ¼ u, d) and the

scalar gluon condensate ðhαsπ Ga
μνGaμνiÞ, thus obtained are

used to calculate the in-medium mass and other spectral
parameters of the light axial-vector and vector mesons, by
solving their respective finite energy sum rules. The
vacuum masses of the light mesons are taken as per the
particle data group values of mρ ¼ 770 MeV, mω ¼
783 MeV and mA1

¼ 1230 MeV, [62]. Using these values
the vacuum finite energy sum rules for ρ, ω and A1 are
solved to obtain the respective coefficients κj of the scalar
four quark condensates. The values obtained are: κ1 ¼
−2.204 for A0

1; κ2 ¼ −8.804 for ρ�, κ ¼ 7.237 and κ ¼
7.789 for ρ0 and ω mesons respectively. In the QCD sum
rule study of the light vector mesons at strange hadronic
matter [9], the values of κj ¼ 7.236; 7.788;−1.21 were
obtained for j ¼ ρ0;ω;ϕ mesons respectively, by solving
their corresponding vacuum FESRs. For the case of A1

meson there is an extra pion pole contribution in its spectral
density function Eq. (27). The pion decay constant is fπ ¼
93.3 MeV and the pion massmπ ¼ 139 MeV, remain fixed
as in the context of chiral effective model Lagrangian [36].
The vacuum values of the perturbative continuum threshold
s0 and the resonance strength F (both in GeV2) are thus
found to be 1.266 and 2.114 (for ρ0 state), 2.268 and 2.755
(for A0

1 state), and 1.3046 and 0.2419 (for ω state),
respectively. The nuclear matter saturation density of ρ0 ¼
0.15 fm−3 is used in the present study.
Figure 1 illustrates the in-medium masses of the (a) ω

and (b) ρ mesons as functions of magnetic field jeBj (in
units of m2

π), in the symmetric nuclear matter (η ¼ 0) at ρ0
for zero as well as finite temperature T ¼ 0, 50, 100 MeV.
The anomalous magnetic moments of the nucleons are
considered in the magnetized Dirac sea effects and com-
parison is shown to the case when the AMMs are taken to
be zero. The behavior obtained can be explained from the
underlying trend of variation of the light quark and the
scalar gluon condensates with changing magnetic field at
different medium conditions. At ρ0, for zero as well as
finite temperatures the values of the light quark conden-
sates, the scalar gluon condensate decrease with increasing
magnetic field for non zero AMMs of the nucleons, an
effect called inverse magnetic catalysis. The opposite
behavior is obtained when nucleonic AMM is taken to
be zero, lead to magnetic catalysis. This is observed for
both symmetric and asymmetric nuclear matter, for e.g., for
pure neutron rich matter with η ¼ 0.5. At ρB ¼ 0, there is
no additional contribution from the protons Landau energy
levels, any effect due to the magnetic field is obtained
through the magnetized Dirac sea contribution only. At
zero density, the light quark condensates increase with
magnetic field for both finite and zero anomalous magnetic
moments of the Dirac sea of nucleons, leading to the effect
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known as magnetic catalysis. There is observed to be
considerable amount of difference in the behavior of the
light quark condensates for finite values of the AMMs of
the Dirac sea of nucleons as compared to the zero
AMM case.
In Fig. 2, the mass of (a) ρ and (b) A1 mesons are plotted

as functions of temperature (in MeV) at the nuclear matter
saturation density ρ0, η ¼ 0. The masses of both ρ, A1

mesons tend to rise with temperature by very small amount
at the magnetic field strength of 2m2

π . However, at the field
strength of 9m2

π (plotted as long dashed line), the masses
initially increase with temperature with a sudden drop after

100 MeV till 150 MeV. The initial rise in mass with
temperature may be due to the contribution from the higher
momenta region in the three-momentum integral of ρp;n and
ρsp;n, within the context of chiral SUð3Þ model at finite
density and temperature. However, at high enough temper-
atures the condensates tend to decrease as it approach to the
critical temperature of chiral symmetry restoration. In Fig. 2
the effects of inverse magnetic catalysis on the masses are
observed at finite temperature and density, as it can be
inferred from the fact that the overall mass decreases from
2m2

π to 9m2
π, at any fixed temperature. At high magnetic

fields, the condensates decrease at high temperature region
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FIG. 2. In-medium masses of the ρ and A1 mesons are plotted as functions of temperature T (in MeV) for jeBj=m2
π ¼ 2, 9 at ρ0 and

η ¼ 0. The effects of the magnetized Dirac sea are incorporated with nonzero nucleons’ AMMs.
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effects of the magnetized Dirac sea are shown on the masses. Effects of the nucleons’ AMMs are considered and compared to the case
with zero anomalous magnetic moment.
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toward the chiral symmetry restoration, an effect induced by
the phenomenon of inverse magnetic catalysis in hot
magnetized nuclear matter.
In the present work, we have investigated the effects of

the magnetized Dirac sea at finite (but low) density and
temperature (below critical temperature of chiral transition)
medium over a range of magnetic field from jeBj ¼ 0 to
9m2

π . The variation is shown in Figs. 1 and 2 until the
behavior of the condensates starts fluctuating with respect to
the change in magnetic field. As we have applied a weak-
field expansion of the nucleonic propagator up to the second
order in magnetic field, it gives reliable results till jeBj ¼
3.9m2

π at ρB ¼ 0, and jeBj ¼ 9m2
π at ρB ¼ ρ0, η ¼ 0, 0.5 for

nonvanishing AMMs of the Dirac sea of nucleons at T ¼ 0
to 150 MeV. Now, this range gives considerably smooth
variation of the condensates with magnetic field, leading to
the phenomena of magnetic (inverse) catalysis at the
specific conditions of baryon density and AMMs of the
Dirac sea of nucleons. Considerably the region of valid field
strength is consistent with that of the hadronic freeze-out
hypersurface (FOHS), where the light mesons e.g., pseu-
doscalar π, vector ρ mesons etc., are profusely produced. At
FOHS, the estimated magnetic field is as low as 4m2

π [46],
thus the weak-field expansion is well applicable in this
regime. In Ref. [46], it has been studied that the impacts of
magnetic field on the charged light mesons, e.g., π�, ρ�,
should have significant observable consequences at the
freeze-out hypersurface. The amount of particle production
and particle ratio at FOHS can be used to estimate the field
strength, lifetime (still a major open question to search for)
of the strong and transient magnetic field which is expected
to be produced at the very early stages of the noncentral
heavy ion collision experiments at RHIC, LHC. Thus, the
evolution and magnitude of the produced magnetic field at
FOHS can be estimated from the ratio of the production
number of charged particles (e.g., ρ�=π�). As their pro-
duction are strongly dependent on their masses having
strong magnetic field dependencies, this may lead to their
modified yields at freeze-out. The study of magnetic field
effects of (inverse) magnetic catalysis on the light vector and
axial-vector mesons, should have considerable amount of
observable impacts, e.g., in the production of different light
mesons species at the stage of freeze-out in the noncentral
heavy ion collision experiments. However, at finite density
and finite temperature medium, the validity range is some-
what extended covering the region at the freeze-out
hypersurface.
Hadron mass e.g., that of the mesons is, in general, not a

directly experimentally observable quantity. However, from
the in-medium mass and decay widths the spectral function
can be constructed. In general, the spectral function then
receives the peak shift, width broadening, appearance of
new peaks etc., due to the various in-medium effects in the
relativistic heavy ion collisions. The in-medium masses of
the ω, ρ and A1 mesons at different values of temperature

and magnetic fields, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, give an
impact of the effects of magnetic (inverse) catalysis on the
in-medium properties of light hadrons. The masses are
calculated using the QCD sum rule approach as described in
Sec. III, in terms of the in-medium light quark condensates
(up to scalar four quark) and the scalar gluon condensate.
The light quark condensates increase (decrease) with
magnetic field due to the phenomena of magnetic (inverse)
catalysis, which is observed to be an important effect in the
present analysis of light meson properties in a background
magnetic field.
In the chiral SUð3Þ model the critical temperature of

chiral phase transition or a crossover is obtained around
Tc ¼ 150 MeV. This phase transition is of purely hadronic
nature as the model involves only hadronic degrees of
freedom. In Ref. [68], the transition temperature is found to
be around Tc ¼ 155 MeV from the inflection point of
chiral condensate using the lattice QCD simulation at zero
baryon chemical potential μB ¼ 0. From an estimate of the
chiral condensate at the pseudocritical temperature it has
been observed that its value is about half of that in vacuum,
which is also close to the one estimated at 2ρ0 in the cold
nuclear matter [69]. In the presence of a magnetic field
background at μB ¼ 0, the magnetic field variation of the
chiral condensates can be obtained from the first principle
calculations of lattice QCD simulations. The lattice results
indicate that the critical temperature increases monotoni-
cally with increasing magnetic field. The enhancement of
the QCD light quark condensates with the magnetic field is
named as magnetic catalysis (MC), while its opposite
behavior is known as inverse magnetic catalysis (IMC).
It has been illustrated that the effect of IMC is attributed to
the dominance of the sea contribution over the valence term
of the quark condensate, e.g., in the context of Nambu-
Jona-Lasinio (NJL) model, quark-meson models, etc. The
values of the light quark condensates tend to decrease with
increasing temperature and/or density of the surrounding
medium. Consequently, the enhancement in the critical
temperature corresponds to the increment in the quark
condensate. However, some lattice results show IMC at
specific medium conditions, correspondingly the critical
temperature shows opposite behavior compared to the case
in magnetic catalysis. In our present study, at zero baryon
density ρB ¼ 0, effects of the magnetized Dirac sea lead to
the phenomenon of magnetic catalysis for both nonzero
AMM (till 3.9m2

π) and zero AMM of the Dirac sea of
nucleons below critical temperature. At ρB ¼ ρ0, inverse
magnetic catalysis is observed for nonvanishing nucleonic
AMMs, which turn out to be magnetic catalysis for zero
AMM, both at zero and finite temperatures. Notably, the
current study concerns with the behavior of the light vector
and axial-vector mesons in a magnetized hot nuclear
matter, accounting for the effects of (inverse) magnetic
catalysis [coming from magnetized Dirac sea] below the
pseudocritical temperature of chiral phase transition.
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The in-medium partial decay width of A1 → ρπ process
is calculated from Eq. (36), by using the experimentally
fitted parameters in the Lagrangian, masses of the initial
and final states particles. The mass of the neutral and
charged pions to be used here are 134.97 MeV and
139.57 MeV respectively [62]. The vacuum decay widths
for A0

1 → ρ�π∓ channels are calculated to be 202.58 MeV
for f̃ ¼ 1540 MeV, obtained from experimentally fitted
values of the relevant decay modes as mentioned in Table 4
of Ref. [63]. The value is very close to the central average
value of 210 MeV (corresponding to the 50% branching
ratio) for A1 → ρπ channel. The phenomenological inter-
action Lagrangian contains no term involving A0

1ρ
0π0

vertex, thus there is no decay for A0
1 → ρ0π0 mode.

The authors of CLEO Collaboration [7] have been reported
a branching ratio of about 60% for the intermediate ρπ
(S-wave) state of A−

1 meson decaying into π−π0π0 relative
to the total A−

1 → π−π0π0 decay. The works of [70] showed
ρπ (S-wave) to be the dominant decay channel for the
ground state of A1 meson in its class of axial-vector mesons
with quantum numbers ðIGðJPCÞ ¼ 1−ð1þþÞÞ. They have
analyzed the mass spectra of all the possible light axial-
vector meson states by Regge trajectory analysis and have
applied a light quark pair creation model [71] to calculate
their OZI-allowed strong decays.
In Fig. 3, (a) the Breit-Wigner spectral functions AðMÞ

(in units of GeV−1), and (b) the production cross sections σ
(in units of mb) of A0

1 are plotted as functions of the
invariant mass M (in units of GeV) in the symmetric
nuclear matter at ρ0 for T ¼ 50 MeV and various magnetic
field strengths. The production cross section of A0

1 due to
the scattering (and decay to) ρ�π∓ channels are considered
here. The hadronic decay widths of A0

1 → ρ�π� are
computed using a phenomenological effective interaction

vertex of A1ρπ as illustrated in Sec. IV. Effects of the
magnetized Dirac sea along with the Landau energy levels
contributions of protons and anomalous magnetic moments
of the nucleons in hot and dense matter, are incorporated in
the solutions of the scalar fields σ, ζ, δ, and χ within the
framework of chiral effective model. The solutions are
obtained at finite temperature (well below the critical
temperature of chiral phase transition) and nuclear matter
saturation density as well as zero baryon density in strong
magnetic fields, which occurs at low density matter. As the
A1 mass changes very slightly with magnetic field as
compared to the light vector meson ρ, there is almost no
shift in the peak position of the spectral function at ρ0
(η ¼ 0) with magnetic field. However, there is distinct
difference in the peak position with change in baryon
density ρB from 0 to ρ0. As mass decreases with density the
peak shifted toward the low invariant mass region on the
left in plot (a). In-medium decay widths increase with
density, and also separately with magnetic field (for finite
AMMs) at ρ0. This is due to the fact that for nonzero
anomalous magnetic moments of the nucleons, Dirac sea
contribution in the hot magnetized matter leads to the effect
of inverse magnetic catalysis at ρ0 and T ¼ 0, 50, 100,
150 MeV in symmetric as well as asymmetric nuclear
matter. As a consequence, the light quark condensates, the
scalar gluon condensate and hence the masses decrease with
magnetic field in the QCDSR approach. Therefore, from
Eq. (36), in-medium partial decay widths of A0

1 → ρπ
increase with magnetic field. In our study the masses of
the charged ρ� mesons are taken to be equal and the
difference from the neutral partner ρ0 is obtained from the
scalar four quark condensate in the c3 coefficient of the OPE
side of QCDSR. In Ref. [57], the operators with nonzero
spin dimension are also considered and due to the charge
symmetry breaking effect, odd-dimensional operators in the

0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2
M (GeV)

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

A(
M

) (
G

eV
-1

)

B= 0, T= 0, eB= 0

0 ( = 0), 2m2, T= 50 MeV

0 ( = 0), 6m2, T= 50 MeV

0 ( = 0), 8m2, T= 50 MeVA1
0

(a)

M (GeV)

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

(m
b)

B= 0, T = 0, eB = 0

0 ( = 0), 2m2, T = 50 MeV

0 ( = 0), 6m2, T = 50 MeV

0 ( = 0), 8m2, T = 50 MeV

A1
0

(b)

FIG. 3. (a) Spectral function AðMÞ (in GeV−1), (b) production cross section σ (in mb) of the neutral A1 meson are plotted as functions
of the invariant mass M (in GeV) at ρB ¼ ρ0, in the symmetric nuclear matter (η ¼ 0), for jeBj=m2

π ¼ 2, 6, 8 at T ¼ 50 MeV. The
vacuum case with ρB ¼ 0, T ¼ 0 also jeBj ¼ 0 is shown for comparison as the dashed line.
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OPE side lead to the nondegenerate mass of Kþ
1 and K−

1 .
The twist-2 operators are not considered here and the
masses of the oppositely charged states are taken to be
degenerate. An important thing to note here and in the
subsequent plots is that the Dirac sea contribution in the
magnetized matter is accounted for with nonzero anomalous
magnetic moments of the nucleons. Figure 4 represents the
plots of the (a) spectral functions and (b) productions cross
sections of A0

1 at different temperatures T ¼ 0, 50, 150MeV
for a particular magnetic field of 2m2

π in the symmetric
nuclear matter at ρ0. The vacuum case with ρB ¼ 0, T ¼ 0
and jeBj ¼ 0 is shown in the plots for comparison. It is

observed that the production cross section is increasing
slightly with temperature as the decay width of A1 → ρπ
process decreases and there is very small increment in the
mass of the initial state particle of A0

1 with T, at a fixed value
of density ρ0, and magnetic field strength. Although this
amount of change in the spectral properties of A1 meson is
very less as compared to the change observed with respect
to the variation in density and magnetic field including the
Dirac sea effects.
Figure 5 shows the similar plots as Fig. 4 for pure

neutron rich matter with isospin asymmetry parameter
η ¼ 0.5 at ρ0. The production cross section is observed
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FIG. 4. (a) Spectral function AðMÞ (in GeV−1), (b) production cross section σ (in mb) of the neutral A1 meson are plotted as functions
of the invariant mass M (in GeV) at ρB ¼ ρ0, in the symmetric nuclear matter (η ¼ 0), for jeBj ¼ 2m2

π at T ¼ 0, 50 and 150 MeV. The
vacuum case with ρB ¼ 0, T ¼ 0 also jeBj ¼ 0 is shown for comparison as the dashed line. Effects of the magnetized Dirac sea with
nonzero nucleonic AMMs are incorporated here.
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to increase very slightly with temperature at fixed magnetic
field strength of 2m2

π , accounting for the effects of the
magnetized Dirac sea with finite AMMs.
In Fig. 6, similar plots of A0

1 meson are shown at ρB ¼ 0,
T ¼ 50 MeV, and for different values of magnetic field
jeBj=m2

π ¼ 2, 3, 3.5 and 3.9. The mass of A0
1 meson rise

with magnetic field at zero density and at any fixed
temperature, due to the effects of magnetic catalysis for
both nonzero and zero AMMs of the Dirac sea of nucleons.
Hence the decay width in the A1 → ρπ channel decreases
with jeBj at a fixed temperature. This leads to an increment
in σ with magnetic field at ρB ¼ 0 and T ¼ 50 MeV. Thus,
in the magnetized vacuum when there remains only the
contribution of the Dirac sea, the production of A0

1 meson is

found to be increased due to the important phenomena of
magnetic catalysis for both zero and nonzero nucleonic
AMMs and at any temperature. In Fig. 7, (a) the in-medium
Breit Wigner spectral function AðMÞ, and (b) the produc-
tion cross section σ are plotted as functions of the invariant
mass M for the neutral light vector meson ρ, at ρB ¼ ρ0,
η ¼ 0, and T ¼ 50 MeV for jeBj=m2

π ¼ 2, 8, 9. The pure
vacuum case in solid line is shown to emphasize on the in-
medium spectral properties of ρ0 meson due to the effects
of inverse magnetic catalysis in hot and dense matter. The
contributions of nonzero anomalous magnetic moments of
the Dirac sea of nucleons are taken into account. Similar
behavior are shown in Fig. 8 for the asymmetric magnet-
ized nuclear matter at η ¼ 0.5. The production of ρ0
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FIG. 6. (a) Spectral function AðMÞ (in GeV−1), (b) production cross section σ (in mb) of A0
1 meson are plotted as functions of the
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mesons from the scattering of πþπ− mesons and also its
decay to ρ0 → πþπ− channel is considered in the calcu-
lation of Breit Wigner spectral function from Eq. (38) and
cross section from Eq. (39). The mass of ρmeson decreases
with magnetic field at the nuclear matter saturation density,
for both η ¼ 0, 0.5, and finite AMMs of the nucleons
accounting for the effects of magnetized Dirac sea, as it is
obvious from plot (b) in Fig. 1. The contributions of Fermi
distribution functions in the number and scalar densities of
nucleons incorporate the effects of temperature in the
current study. The decreasing nature in mass with jeBj
for nonzero AMMs of the nucleons, is obtained for
different values of temperatures T ¼ 0, 50, 100, and
150 MeV. From Eq. (37) the in-medium decay width of
ρ → πþπ− process is calculated using an effective
Lagrangian of ρπ interaction with the experimentally fitted
coupling parameter g̃ ¼ 6.05 [65]. The modified decay
width is obtained from the in-medium mass of the parent
particle ρ meson with no medium changes in π mesons
masses in our present study, as stated before. The decay
width is seen to decrease with magnetic field at the given
condition from Eq. (37). Hence, the production cross
section of ρ → πþπ− process increases with jeBj due to
the phenomena of inverse magnetic catalysis at ρ0 and for
finite AMMs of the nucleons. However, unlike the case of
A1 meson, the mass of ρ changes considerably with
magnetic field in this process and the shift in the peak
position is significantly visible toward the low invariant
mass region of ρ meson. In Ref. [72], the minimal effective
mass squared of the free charged, spin-0 pions π� received
a positive contribution due to the lowest Landau energy
level contribution in an external magnetic field background,
which is also known as point-article correction. It has been
used to study the onset of π� stability regions leading to the
longer lifetime of ρ mesons by closing the main strong
decay channels of ρ → πþπ−.

Figures 9 and 10 exhibit the plots of (a) AðMÞ and (b) σ
of ρ0 meson with variation in M at the given values of
density ρ0, magnetic field jeBj ¼ 2m2

π , for four temper-
atures T ¼ 0, 50, 100, 150 MeV in the symmetric (η ¼ 0)
and asymmetric (η ¼ 0.5) nuclear matter, respectively. The
effects of the magnetized Dirac sea with finite AMMs are
incorporated in this behavior. At the given conditions, in-
medium mass of ρ meson increases very slightly with
temperature at lower magnitude of magnetic fields, e.g., at
2m2

π, leading to the increasing decay width of ρ → πþπ−

channel by Eq. (37). As a result, the production cross
section of the neutral ρ meson decreases slowly with
temperature in plot (b) at the nuclear matter saturation
density. The peak position of the spectral function also
shifts gradually toward the high invariant mass region with
temperature in plot (a).
In Fig. 11, similar plots as Fig. 9 are shown at the

magnetic field strength of 9m2
π . Here the peak position of

the spectral function in plot (a) shifts slightly toward left at
high enough temperature of T ¼ 100 to 150 MeV, and the
production cross section also increases slightly due to the
similar variation of temperature. This behavior is obtained
because of the lowering of light quark condensates at high
temperature and high magnetic field, accounting for the
effects of inverse magnetic catalysis.
Figure 12 contains the spectral behavior of ρ0 meson

similar to the previous plots at zero baryon density ρB ¼ 0,
T ¼ 0, for jeBj=m2

π ¼ 2, 3, 3.5, 3.9. The phenomena of
magnetic catalysis at ρB ¼ 0, for both finite and vanishing
AMMs of nucleons, mass of ρ meson increases with
magnetic field accompanied by increased decay widths
of ρ → πþπ− process. Hence, the production cross section
σ decreases with magnetic field in plot (b), and the peak of
the spectral function in (a) is shifted toward the high M
region on the right.
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In Figs. 13 and 14, the effect of the magnetized Dirac sea
with finite nucleonic AMMs, is compared to the case when
nucleons’ AMMs are taken to be zero at the nuclear matter
saturation density ρ0, at zero temperature, for symmetric
(η ¼ 0) and asymmetric (η ¼ 0.5) nuclear matter, respec-
tively. For nonzero AMMs, the Dirac sea contribution in
the magnetized nuclear matter leads to the phenomena of
inverse magnetic catalysis and the opposite effect of
magnetic catalysis is obtained when the AMM is taken
to be zero. Therefore, the mass of ρ meson is seen to be
increasing (decreasing) with magnetic field due to the
phenomena of magnetic (inverse) catalysis at ρ0 for both
the conditions of η ¼ 0 and 0.5. In plot (a) of Figs. 13
and 14, the peak position of the spectral function is
therefore shifted toward the low M region (on the left)
for the variation of magnetic field strength from jeBj ¼ 2

to 8m2
π for finite anomalous magnetic moments of the

nucleons, which then shifts toward the high M region
(on the right) for the case of without AMMs of nucleons.
The variation of ρ meson mass in this way leads to the
increasing (decreasing) decay width of ρ0 → πþπ− process
due to the effects of magnetic (inverse) catalysis at ρ0
without (with) anomalous magnetic moments of the
nucleons in the magnetized Dirac sea contribution. As a
consequence, the production cross section of ρ meson
decreases (increases) with magnetic field in plot (b),
corresponding to the case of zero (nonzero) anomalous
magnetic moments of nucleons.
The vacuum spectral functions of the vector and axial-

vector meson states are related to some physical processes,
e.g., scattering. The vectorial spectral function can be
obtained from the eþe− annihilation into an even number
of pions. While the axial-vector one can be extracted from
data on τ decay into a ντ and an odd-number of pions. Their

0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1 1.1 1.2 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1 1.1 1.2
M (GeV)

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

A(
M

) (
G

eV
-1

)

T = 0
T = 50 MeV
T = 100 MeV
T = 150 MeV0

0 (  = 0.5) |eB| = 2m2

(a)

M (GeV)

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

(m
b)

T = 0
T = 50 MeV
T = 100 MeV
T = 150 MeV

0 ( = 0.5) |eB| = 2m2

0

(b)

FIG. 10. Similar as in Fig. 9 for asymmetric nuclear matter at η ¼ 0.5.
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FIG. 9. (a) Spectral function (b) production cross section of ρ0 meson are plotted as functions of the invariant massM (in GeV) at ρ0,
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PALLABI PARUI and AMRUTA MISHRA PHYS. REV. D 108, 114025 (2023)

114025-16



vacuum spectral functions are different which gives one of
the experimental signatures that the chiral symmetry is
spontaneously broken. The presence of pions in the
thermal heat bath can lead to the mixing between the
vacuum vector and axial-vector spectral functions via a
model independent “mixing theorem.” To the lowest order
in temperature there is obtained no change in the spectral
shape itself. Only a temperature dependent coupling
between the vector and axial-vector correlators can be
obtained. However, as an experimental signal it is instruc-
tive to observe the consequences on the dilepton spectra or,
the lþl− invariant mass spectra. Dileptons or, lþl−; l ¼ e, μ
pairs are provided to be an important tool to measure the
medium modifications of the vector mesons e.g., ρ;ω;ϕ in
nuclear media, as their final-state interactions are very

negligible. Both the mixed vector and axial-vector corre-
lator are indistinguishable down to 1 GeV, which is lower
than its vacuum position at around 1.5 GeV. Hence the
effects of finite temperature lead to the lowering of the
duality threshold from its vacuum value of 1.5 GeV down
to 1 GeV in medium. Therefore, the direct signature of
chiral restoration is the degeneracy between vector and
axial-vector spectral functions. As the vector current
directly couples to the virtual photons which further decay
into lþl−, the vector spectral function is directly related to
the physically measurable observable. The broadening or
melting of the resonances in the medium that flattens the ρ
meson resonance structure and generates low-mass dilep-
ton enhancement below rho mass. The spontaneous break-
ing of chiral symmetry (SBCS) is inherently a soft
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FIG. 11. (a) Spectral function (b) production cross section of ρ0 meson are plotted as functions of the invariant mass M (in GeV) at
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phenomena occurring at scales of less than or around
1 GeV, for this the low mass dilepton spectra is considered
to be one of the most promising observables to detect
changes in the chiral properties. E.g., change in the
condensates at finite temperature and/or density, also with
magnetic field in the context of noncentral heavy ion
collisions. At the hadronic level, SBCS is related to the
splitting of opposite parity states in chiral multiples, e.g.,
π − σ, ρ − A1 etc. Thus, to extract the signatures of (or, the
approach to) chiral symmetry restoration from dilepton
spectra dominated by the ρ channel, one is lead to the
theoretical study of the in-medium spectral properties of
A1 meson as well. Phenomenologically it is also rather well
established that the low mass dilepton enhancement is a
common feature observed in every experiments, from the

low energy SIS experiments with center-of-mass (square-
root)

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 2.25 GeV [73] via SPS (
ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8.8, 17.3 GeV)
[74], which is again obtained via the RHIC beam energy
scan ranging up to its maximum energy (

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 19.6, 27,
39, 62, 200 GeV) [75]. It shows a broad ρ meson spectral
function due to the thermal radiation mostly of hadronic
origin. Thus, utilizing the ρ meson spectral function which
has direct connection to the observed dilepton spectra, the
spectral function of its chiral partner A1 can be evaluated
using the in-medium values of the condensates from a
chiral effective model and using the constraints of QCD
Sum rules. It is almost impossible to measure A1 spectral
function via dilepton emissions, as the neutral A1 current
can only couple to dileptons via weak interaction through
Z0 boson [76]. However, one point to be noted here is that

0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1 1.1 1.2 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1 1.1 1.2
M (GeV)

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

A(
M

) (
G

eV
-1

)

2m2, with AMM

8m2, with AMM

2m2, without AMM

8m2, without AMM
0

0 (  = 0) T = 0

(a)

M (GeV)

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

(m
b)

2m2, with AMM

8m2, with AMM

2m2, without AMM

8m2, without AMM0

0 ( = 0) T = 0

(b)

FIG. 13. (a) Spectral function (b) production cross section of ρ0 meson are plotted as functions of the invariant massM (in GeV) at ρ0,
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the chirally symmetric condensates do not need to be
vanished at the critical point of the chiral phase transition.
Hence, it is not straightforward to relate the spectral
modifications of vector mesons to the chiral symmetry
restoration.
The amount of shift in the spectral peak position of ρ0

meson, which has the direct connection to the dilepton pairs
are determined in the present work incorporating the effects
of the magnetized Dirac sea at finite temperature and density
matter in a background magnetic field. The amount of shift
in the peak position of the invariant mass spectra of ρ0

meson spectral function AðMÞ (in GeV−1) from its vacuum
position of M ¼ 0.77 GeV is given in the symmetric
nuclear matter η ¼ 0, at ρ0 and T ¼ 50 MeV, for jeBj ¼
2; 8; 9m2

π respectively as (in GeV) −0.138, −0.17, −0.208,
respectively, which are toward the low-invariant mass region
on the left side as shown in Fig. 7(a). Now the shifts with
varying temperature at a fixed magnetic field strength of
2m2

π and T ¼ 50, 100, 150 MeVare (in GeV) 0.138, 0.129,
0.122, respectively, as shown in Fig. 9(a) (toward higher M
region from its vacuum position). The similar shifts
obtained for 9m2

π as 0.208, 0.178, 0.187 GeV at T ¼ 50,
100, 150 MeV, respectively, as in Fig. 11(a). The spectral
changes in the vacuum are obtained by incorporating the
effects of the magnetized Dirac sea as an external effect. At
ρB ¼ 0, T ¼ 50 MeV, the peak position is shifted toward
right from its vacuum position by an amount of 0.012,
0.033, and 0.094 GeV for jeBj ¼ 2; 3; 3.9m2

π, respectively,
in Fig. 12(a), as a consequence of the phenomena of
magnetic catalysis originated due to the magnetized
Dirac sea of nucleons. The data of spectral peak shifts
given above are obtained while taking into account the
finite anomalous magnetic moments of the nucleons at
ρB ¼ 0; ρ0, for various temperatures and magnetic field
strengths. The lowering of the peak position with increasing
magnetic field at ρ0 (η ¼ 0) is due to the effect of inverse
magnetic catalysis, while that at vacuum due to catalysis, in
both cases AMMs are nonzero. The effects of temperature is
somewhat noticeable at higher magnetic field strength, e.g.,
at 9m2

π for finite nucleonic AMMs. The shifting happen in
the opposite direction as one goes from T ¼ 100 to
150 MeV with jeBj changing from 2 to 9m2

π. At higher
eB, the effects of inverse magnetic catalysis lead the peak
position to shift toward the low-mass region with increasing
temperature, i.e., an apparent tendency toward the chiral
symmetry restoration.
In the peripheral ultrarelativistic heavy ion collision

experiments e.g., at RHIC with
ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 200 GeV in Auþ
Au collisions and at LHC with

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 2.76 TeV in Pbþ Pb
collisions, the early stage time evolution of the produced
electromagnetic fields (at the origin) have been studied for
the central as well as noncentral collisions [4]. The con-
tributions of the electrically charged participants, spectators,
and remnant particles are taken into account. At a later stage
of the collisions, e.g., at around 1 fm=c, the contributions

are expected to come predominantly from the remnants as
they move at a slower rate than the spectators from the
collision zone. Studies have been discussed that the rem-
nants may lead to the slowing down of the decay process of
transverse electromagnetic (EM) fields. Although there
might have been enhanced longitudinal components of
EM fields due to the fluctuations of the remnants from
the equilibrium position. For central collisions, any non-
vanishing field is generated by the position fluctuations of
the charged particles, which cause a sizable amount of fields
in the transverse directions at the initial time which decay
rapidly (to a large extent for higher center-of-mass ener-
gies). On the contrary, the off-central collisions lead to a
dominant field component perpendicular to the reaction
plane coming due to the motion of the spectators. However,
the dominance of remnants over the spectators at a later time
gives rise to the equal contribution to the magnitude of the
transverse components of the magnetic field. From an
estimate of the time-evolution of EM fields before and
after collisions at the center-of-mass energy of RHIC, there
can be obtained very small but a sizable component of the
transverse fields at or around 1 fm=c [4]. Therefore, as
studied in our present work the effects of the magnetic field
on the mesons in a magnetized matter are coming out to be
significant when incorporating the effects of the magnetized
Dirac sea into the computation of mesons spectral proper-
ties. For the A1 meson there is obtained a noticeable amount
of modifications in the production cross sections, whereas
there is obtained distinct peak shifts of ρ meson spectral
function with changing magnetic field strength at various
other medium conditions as described in this section.

VII. SUMMARY

In the summary, we have investigated the in-medium
spectral properties of the light vector ρ, ω and the light
axial-vector A1 mesons in the isospin asymmetric mag-
netized nuclear matter, accounting for the effects of
(inverse) magnetic catalysis at zero and finite temper-
atures. The in-medium masses of ρ, ω and A1 mesons are
calculated within the QCD sum rule framework, using the
Borel transform followed by the finite energy sum rules.
The values of the other spectral parameters F; s0, are
modified by the medium effects. Masses are obtained in
terms of the in-medium values of the light quark (up to the
scalar four-quark condensate) and the scalar gluon con-
densates. The condensates are further obtained within the
chiral effective model in terms of the scalar isoscalar fields
nonstrange σ, strange ζ, scalar isovector δ, and the scalar
dilaton field χ, at the given values of density, isospin
asymmetry, magnetic field and temperature. The effects of
the magnetized Dirac sea is incorporated through one-loop
self energy functions of the nucleons due to their inter-
actions with the scalar mesons σ, ζ, and δ within the chiral
SUð3Þ model framework. However, the effects of finite
anomalous magnetic moments of the Dirac sea of nucleons
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are incorporated to the self energy part by computing
the weak field expansion (up to second order in jeBj) of the
fermionic propagators. Effects of Landau energy levels
of protons and anomalous magnetic moments of the
Fermi sea of nucleons are also incorporated in the study
of magnetized nuclear matter at finite temperature.
Temperature effects are taken into account by introducing
the Fermi distribution functions to the number (ρp;n) and
scalar (ρsp;n) densities of nucleons in solving the coupled
equations of motion of the four scalar fields σ, ζ, δ and χ.
The hadronic decay widths of A1 → ρπ channel is deter-
mined using an effective interaction Lagrangian of A1ρπ
vertex from the in-medium masses of the A0

1 and ρ� states
by keeping the pion π� mass fixed. The in-medium decay
widths in the main decay channel of ρ0 → πþπ− is also
determined using an effective Lagrangian of ρπ interac-
tion. In both cases the coupling parameter is fitted from the
experimentally observed decay widths (or, decay branch-
ing ratio of several modes) to calculate the medium
modified strong decay widths of neutral ρ and A1 mesons.
From the in-medium masses and decay widths thus
obtained, the spectral functions and production cross
sections of the neutral A1 and ρ mesons are investigated
at different values of density, isospin asymmetry, temper-
ature and magnetic field in addition to the important effects
of (inverse) magnetic catalysis. The (decrement) increment
in the values of the light quark condensates with magnetic
field give rise to the phenomenon of (inverse) magnetic
catalysis for (nonzero) zero anomalous magnetic moments
of the nucleons at the nuclear matter saturation density ρ0,

for both η ¼ 0 and 0.5, and at T ¼ 0, 50, 100, and
150 MeV of temperatures. The contribution of magnetic
field at finite density matter is significant through the
magnetized Dirac sea along with the additional important
effects due to the nonzero anomalous magnetic moments
of the Dirac sea of nucleons. There are observed to be
nontrivial effects of temperature on the in-medium mass,
decay widths, hence on the spectral function and produc-
tion cross sections of the light vector and axial-vector
mesons. The masses of ρ and A1 mesons increase slightly
with temperature at ρ0 for finite nucleonic AMMs and
magnetic field strength of 2m2

π , which show opposite
behavior at high temperature region for 9m2

π, due to the
effects of inverse magnetic catalysis. The productions of
the light vector and axial-vector mesons are thus modified
considerably due to the effects of (inverse) magnetic
catalysis in a magnetized nuclear matter considered here
at finite temperature case. These results may affect the
experimental observables in the peripheral ultra relativistic
heavy-ion collision experiments, where huge magnetic
fields are expected to be produced at the initial stage of
collisions with very high temperature.
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