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Triangle singularity in the J/y — ypA decay
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In this work, we study the role of triangle singularity in the J/y — ypA decay. We find that through a
triangle mechanism, involving a triangle loop composed of w, z, and p, this decay may develop a triangle
singularity and produce a visible peak in the invariant mass M,, around 1.73 GeV with a width of
0.02 GeV. Such a triangle mechanism may also cause significant spin effects on the final A, which can be
detected by measuring its spin density matrix elements. Our calculations show that the branching ratio due
to the triangle mechanism is Br(J/w — ypA, A — zp) = 1.058 x 107°. Hopefully, this reaction can be
investigated at BESIII and future experiments, e.g., Super Tau-Charm Facility, and the narrow width of the
induced structure, the moving triangle singularity position, and the distinct features of the spin density
matrix elements of the A may serve as signals for the triangle singularity mechanism.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Triangle singularity (TS) as one kind of kinematical
singularity in the scattering amplitude was first studied by
Landau in 1959 [1]. Later, the corresponding physical
picture of the special kinematic conditions needed to
produce a TS, known as the Coleman-Norton theorem,
was described in Ref. [2]. Specifically, for the decay
process A — B 4 C proceeding through a triangle loop
composed of internal particles 1, 2, and 3, the particle A
first decays into particles 1 and 2, then particle 1 decays
into the particle 3 and B; finally the particles 2 and 3 merge
into the particle C. ATS occurs in the amplitude only when
these subprocesses take place in a classical manner. It
corresponds to the case that all three intermediate particles
are on shell simultaneously and their three-momenta are
collinear in the rest frame of particle A. In addition, particle
3 must move fast enough to catch up with particle 2 and
merge into particle C.

In recent years, TS has attracted a lot of attention from
researchers and has been suggested to play an essential role
for understanding the nature of some observed structures
and clarifying some important puzzles [3—20]. For exam-
ple, the abnormally large isospin-breaking effects observed
in J/y — yn(1405) — yz°£,(980) can be understood by
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considering the TS mechanism originating from the K* KK
loop [8-13]. The band around 1.4 GeV on the 7%
distribution in the Dalitz plot for the isospin-breaking
decay J/w — na’¢ can also be explained by the TS
mechanism [14]. Furthermore, some exotic states observed
recently in experiments, e.g., Z. [15-17], X(2900) [18],
and T, [19,20], have been argued to involve the TS
mechanism. For a comprehensive review of these topics,
we refer to Ref. [21].

Although the TS mechanism may be essential for under-
standing those interesting and important experimental phe-
nomena, further studies are still needed to investigate its
physical effects and find ways to identify its contribution in
experiments. It is well known that a TS mechanism can
cause an enhancement in the invariant mass spectrum of final
particles, which has been the main focus of previous studies
[22-42]. However, since a TS and resonances can induce
similar structures in the invariant mass spectrum, it raises
the question of how to distinguish these two mechanisms.
One possible way is to change the kinematic conditions
that are necessary for the TS mechanism [14,21-23]. The
structure should disappear for the TS model but not for the
resonance model when changing the kinematic conditions.
Although this method is feasible, in principle, it changes the
conditions of the original experiment and may introduce
other ambiguities, e.g., the change of relative strength of
various contributions due to varying kinematic conditions.
Therefore, a better method would be one that can distinguish
these two mechanisms without changing the experiment
conditions. In our recent work [43], we suggest that in some
cases the TS mechanism may cause significant spin effects,
which offers an alternative way to verify the TS mechanism
and thus deserves further study.
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p(P — k1)

FIG. 1. The Feynman diagram for the radiative decay process
J/w — ypA through a triangle loop involving the w, 7, and p.

In this work, we propose that in the radiative decay
process J/y — ypA(1232) the TS mechanism, through the
triangle loop involving w, 7z, and p as shown in Fig. 1, may
play an important role. In this process, the couplings of the
three vertices J/w — ppw, w — yrx, and 7p — A [denoted
as A(1232) hereafter] involved in the loop are relatively
strong [44]. Furthermore, the small width of the inter-
mediate states in the loop may also enhance the triangle
loop contribution and can produce a relatively narrow peak
in the yA invariant mass spectrum at the position of the TS.
At the same time, as argued in our previous work, such a
TS mechanism may also cause significant spin effects. The
physical picture behind this expectation is quite simple.
When incident particles are moving along some fixed
direction, the produced intermediate state may have spin
alignment due to angular moment conservation. For exam-
ple, considering the A resonance produced in the zN elastic
scattering process in the center of mass frame, the spin
projection on the z axis of the produced A can only be + % if
we take the z axis along the beam direction. Therefore, the
spin of the A is aligned and the angular distribution of its
decay products is anisotropic. The spin status of the A can
be described by the spin density matrix elements (SDMEs)
and measured through the analysis of the angular distri-
bution of the A — zN decay. In the J/w — ypA process
through the triangle diagram, according to the Coleman-
Norton theorem, the 7 and N in the loop should move along
the direction of the momentum of the A at the TS in the yA
rest frame. It means, if we consider the helicity states of the
A, i.e., choosing the quantization axis along the direction of
the momentum of the A, the helicity should be :I:% similar
as the case of the A production in the zN elastic scattering
process mentioned above. In other words, the special
kinematic conditions required by the TS constrain the
helicity of the A in the yA rest frame, which is absent
for other mechanisms. Therefore, if the TS mechanism
indeed plays an important role in this reaction, we expect a
peak structure in the yA invariant mass spectrum and the
production of the A with helicity j:% should be enhanced
near the TS.

This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we present
the theoretical framework and amplitudes for the reaction
J/w — ypA. In Sec. III, we show the numerical results and

discuss their implications. Finally, we summarize our
findings and conclusions in Sec. IV.

II. MODEL AND INGREDIENTS

In this work, we shall introduce the TS mechanism in the
radiative decay process J/w — ypA within an effective
Lagrangian approach. The Feynman diagram for the process
that may produce a TS is shown in Fig. 1. In this process, the
J/w first decays into p pw, then @ decays to a photon and a z
meson. In the yA rest frame, if the 7 meson travels along the
momentum of the proton produced in J/y decay and moves
faster than it, the 7 may catch up with the proton and they
can finally merge into the final A. According to the results in
Ref. [45], a TS exists in this decay process only when the
special kinematic conditions are satisfied. Using the method
in Ref. [45], if we adopt the nominal masses in PDG [44] for
the involved particles in Fig. 1, it turns out that the TS should
occur at M, = 1.731 GeV.

To calculate the decay amplitude for the Feynman
diagram in Fig. 1, we need the Lagrangian densities for
the various vertices. For the J /v — p pw vertex, we adopt a
contact interaction

‘cy/wNN = chl//”a)ﬂN’ (1)

where g, is the coupling constant and can be determined
through the J/yw — ppw partial decay width in PDG [44].
Note that up until now there has been no evidence that
resonance productions play an important role in the J/y —
ppw decay. For the wyz and AzN vertices, we adopt the
effective Lagrangians [46—49],

€9wyrn

[0

’C(uyﬂ =

e 0,0,0,A 7, (2)

Lagy = 2™ Ru(7. 9, 7)N + Hee., (3)
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where A represents the photon field and e is taken as

\/4r/137. The coupling constants g,,,, and g,y appearing
in the above Lagrangian densities can be determined
through the corresponding partial decay width using
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where |p,| and Ey denote the magnitude of the three
momentum of the z and the nucleon energy in the rest
frame of the mother particles, respectively. The obtained
coupling constants are listed in Table I.

With the above Lagrangian densities for various vertices,
we can straightforwardly obtain the amplitude for the
triangle loop diagram in Fig. 1 as
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where u,,v;, €,, and g, are the spin functions of the A, p,

photon, and J/y, respectively. G'’s denote the propagators
of the intermediate particles with spin J, which are defined
as [49-51]

Go(q) =2 _ 72 (7)
q m
i - m?
Gl (g) = — I~ /), (®)
qg-—m
Gh(g) = ). 9)
qg°—m

where g and m are the four momentum and the mass of the
intermediate state. In the above amplitude, we have
introduced a monopole form factor F(p,) for the inter-
mediate 7 meson in order to make the loop integral
convergent, which is taken as [52-54]

mz — A
Fip) =" (10
Here we note that near the TS the off-shell effects of the
intermediate states in the loop are small, so we do not need
to consider the form factors for other particles. Further-
more, the possible problem of an artificial pole introduced
by the form factor should not be worried about here
as discussed in Ref. [12]. The cutoff A, can be deter-
mined through an empirical formula A, = m, + aAqcp
[41,55,56], where « is a dimensionless free parameter and
Agep = 0.22 GeV is the scale parameter of QCD. The a is
usually taken to be about unity, and in this work we take
a =1 in the calculations.

For the quasi-three-body decay process, i.e., ignoring
the decay of the A, the invariant mass distribution of the
yA system can be obtained through the following
formula [14,44]:

TABLE I. Coupling constants used in this work. The exper-
imental decay widths are taken from Ref. [44].

Width Decay  Adopted branching
State  (MeV) channel ratio g
J/w 926x1072 ppw 9.80 x 1074 7.30 x 1072
@ 8.68 Oy 8.35 x 1072 1.83
A 117 Nz 0.994 2.07

1 f o ~1,
(27>4 pﬂ,ﬂGz(pp>€ﬁpAaprl/ p(pw)pj/}GO(pn)F(pﬂ)vﬁ

(6)

dr . dmymy |Pp||1’;| « T

dMyA - (27[)524m5, 3 /dgpdg‘yszpi;llM | ’ (11)
where the quantities with or without * represent that they
are defined in the center of mass frame of the yA system or
the J/y rest frame, respectively. To further consider the
influences of the finite width effects of the A due to the A
decay as shown in Fig. 2, we follow the approach used in
Ref. [29] by introducing a mass distribution function for the
A in Eq. (11). Then we obtain

. PPyl
in,dedMﬁN%

dr _/ dmyM .y

dM, .y (27/7)524m$,
mpl - Zspin|MT|2

(M7 —m3)? + (msTp)?

(12)

where M,y stands for the invariant mass of its decay
products zN or the varying mass of the A.

In this work, we will also discuss the spin effects due to
the triangle singularity as studied in Ref. [43]. Here we
shall study the SDMEs of the A, which will be calculated in
the quasi-three-body decay process with taking the M, at
some fixed values and using the formula presented above.
We shall consider the helicity states of the A in the c.m.
frame of the yA system. The spin density matrix element
p,» of the A as a function of the yA invariant mass in the yA
rest frame is defined as
[aQpde; YT, MM

fdgﬁdQ;ZspinV\/lT‘z 7

P (myA (13)

where E/ represents the summing of all the spins apart
from the A’s, and A and A’ are the helicities of the final A.

p(P — ki)

FIG. 2. The Feynman diagram for the radiative decay process
J/w — ypzxN involving a triangle loop.
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In this work, we will concentrate on the observable P,
defined as

p.— P11 — P33 14
ot (14)
where p;; and ps; are the diagonal SDMEs of the A and
corresponding to the probability of finding the A in the
helicity 1 and 3, respectively. Therefore, the P, describes
the asymmetry of the probabilities of the A having the
helicities % and % Here we want to study the M,
dependence of the P,, so the angular dependence has
been integrated [see Eq. (13)]. According to the definition,
the value of the P, can vary from —1 to 1. If the TS
mechanism dominates this reaction, we expect the Py
should approach 1 near the TS. The SDMEs of baryons in
J/w decay can be measured through the method proposed
in Ref. [57]. Here, the p3A3 can also be extracted from the
angular distribution of its decay products, i.e., 7 or N, in its
rest frame through [58]

W(cos @) = —[(1 +4ps3) + (3 — 12p33)cos?d],  (15)

FNg-

and the p;; can be deduced from the relation p;; + p33 = %

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this section, we shall study the TS mechanism in the
reaction J/y — ypA and discuss its effects on both the
invariant mass spectrums of final particles and the P,.

By using the package LoopTools [59], the loop integral in
Eq. (6) can be evaluated numerically. Through Eq. (11), we
can obtain the distribution of the differential decay width
versus the invariant mass M, by taking M, = 1.182,
1.232, and 1.282 GeV individually. The corresponding
results are depicted in Fig. 3. As can be seen in the figure,
the position of the peak caused by the triangle singularity
depends on the adopted mass of the A. Therefore, by
selecting the events in a different region of the My, the
peak position in the invariant mass spectrum will change if
the TS mechanism indeed plays an important role here. As
discussed in Ref. [45], the moving peak observed here is
mainly attributed to the reason that the position of the TS is
determined by kinematic conditions and is dependent on
the invariant mass of the external particles of the triangle
loop. Following the method in Ref. [45], by adopting the
value of M, from 1.081 to 1.286 GeV, the position of the
TS in M, A can vary from 1.721 to 2.159 GeV. In fact, there
are two kinds of singularities that are relevant here [45].
One is the normal two-body threshold cusp (TBTC), and
the other is the TS. In the case of M, = 1.182 GeV(the red
dashed line in Fig. 3), the small bump around 1.72 GeV is
caused by the TBTC. While, in other cases, there is only
one peak structure since the TS and TBTC are close to each

x10”
| == - M,=1.182 GeV
3 — M,=1.232 GeV
=-=- M,=1.282 GeV

O T T T T T T T 1
1.70 1.72 1.74 1.76 1.78
M, [GeV]
FIG. 3. The distribution of the differential decay width versus

the invariant mass M, in J/y — ypA through the TS mecha-
nism. The red dashed, black solid, and blue dot-dashed lines
denote the results with taking M, = 1.182, 1.232, and
1.282 GeV, respectively.

other and their effects overlap. Here it is also worth noting
that the width of the structure is rather narrow (~20 MeV),
which is mainly ascribed to the narrow width of the
intermediate states in the loop. The feature of the moving
peak and the rather narrow width of the peak structure
caused by the TS mechanism therefore offer the clues for
identifying the TS mechanism in experiment.

Since the A is unstable and has a relatively large width, it
is also necessary to further discuss the effects of its finite
width on the invariant spectrum. Based on the differential
mass distribution formula in Eq. (12), we present the mass
distribution as a function of M,y in Fig. 4 when consid-
ering the finite width effect explicitly. It can be found that

x10”
1.0+
Z
S}
=
Z
—~ 0.51
o
0.0 T T T 1
1.70 1.72 1.74 1.76 1.78

M [GeV]

FIG. 4. The distribution of the differential decay width versus
the invariant mass M,,y in J/w — ypzN through the TS
mechanism.
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by including the width effects of the A the peak structure
becomes wider due to an average of the effects of the
moving TS. While, even in this case, the width of the
structure is only about 30 MeV, which is significantly
smaller than the width of the N* or A* in this energy region
and makes it distinguishable from ordinary resonance
contributions. We can also calculate the decay branching
ratio of J/w — ypA using Eq. (11) with adopting
M, = 1.232 GeV, and we obtain

Br(J/y — ypA) = 1.506 x 1076, (16)

When further considering the finite width of the A with
taking I'y = 0.117 GeV, the decay branching ratio can be
obtained through Eq. (12), then we get

Br(J/y — ypA(— zN)) = 1.058 x 107, (17)

The production rate of this decay is within the measurable
range at BESIII and also suitable to be explored at the
Super Tau-Charm Facility.

Next, let us focus on the spin effects induced by the TS
mechanism on the A. According to the Coleman-Norton
theorem [2], a TS occurs when the triangle loop process
depicted in Fig. 1 takes place in a classical manner.
Specifically, in the rest frame of the yA system, if the
internal @, 7, and p are on shell simultaneously, their three-
momenta are collinear, and the 7 moves in the same
direction as the proton and can catch up with it to fuse
to the A, then the TS develops. Therefore, at the TS the
final A is predominantly produced by the intermediate z
and proton moving in the same direction as the final A in
the yA rest frame. In such a special condition, the A should
be exclusively produced with helicity :I:%. To understand
this result, it is helpful to consider the 7z p elastic scattering
in s channel in the center of mass frame. In this process,
even if the spin of the initial nucleon is unpolarized, the
spin of the intermediate resonance is necessarily aligned
when the spin of the intermediate resonance is larger
than %.] In the J/yw — ypA decay, since helicity is invariant
under a boost from the A rest frame to the y A rest frame, the
above arguments also hold in the yA rest frame. On the
other hand, when the special kinematic conditions are not

'"Tn the center of mass frame, if we take the z axis along the
direction of the momentum of the initial proton, the magnetic
quantum number of the z component of orbital angular momen-
tum has to be zero due to the fact that the momenta of the 7 and p
are along the z axis. Therefore, by taking the spin quantization
axis along the z axis, the spin projection along the z axis of the
intermediate state can only be i% due to angular momentum
conservation along the z axis. For a resonance with spin larger
than %, it means that its spin is aligned. For a general A + B — C
process, similar arguments hold if the spins of the particles satisfy
the condition s > 54 + sp.

- = - M=1.182 GeV
—— M,=1232 GeV
1.0-

V1 == M=1282 GeV

a” 0.9+

0.8+

0.7

166 1.68 1.70 1.72 1.74 1.76 1.78 1.80
M, [GeV]

FIG.5. The SDME asymmetry P, versus M, for final A in the
reaction J/w — ypA through the TS mechanism.

satisfied, i.e., departing the position of the TS, the helicity
of the A will not necessarily be i% anymore. These
expectations can be verified by a numerical calculation
of the P, defined above. In Fig. 5, we show the P, versus
the M, by taking the mass of the A as 1.182, 1.232, and
1.282 GeV, respectively. As can be seen from the figure,
the P, peaks appear at the corresponding TS positions in
accordance with the expectations using the various A mass.
Here, we want to note that such a M, , dependence is quite
distinct from the expectation of a simple resonance model,
since in a resonance model the M,, dependence mainly
comes from the denominator of the resonance propagator
and should be canceled in calculating the ratio in Eq. (14).
Therefore, the spin observable P, can be used to verify
whether the structure in the invariant mass spectrum is
caused by the TS or a resonance. It is also interesting to
notice that in the M, = 1.182 GeV case (red dashed line in
Fig. 5) there is a small bump at about M,, = 1.72 GeV,
corresponding to the pw threshold, in the P, distribution.
As explained in Ref. [43], at the pw threshold the
production of the A with the helicities & % is also enhanced
due to the kinematic condition. For the other cases, there is
no such structure due to the closeness of the pw threshold
and the TS. When considering A decay, we expect the peak
structure of the P, should still exist but with a larger width.
However, by selecting the events in different M,y regions,
the phenomena discussed above should be observed in
experiments.

When taking into account the A decay, the decay process
J/w = ypA(— n°p/atn) through the TS mechanism
involves the 7%p — 7°p or 7% — 7 n scattering as a
subprocess. According to Schmid’s theorem [60], in the
7°p — 7°%p case the contribution of the triangle loop
diagram may be negligible compared to the corresponding
tree-level diagram. However, Ref. [61] demonstrates that
Schmid’s theorem holds strictly only in the limit I',, —» 0
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FIG. 6. The distribution of the differential decay width versus
the invariant mass M,y in J/w — ypzN with including the
background contribution.

and without inelasticities. Furthermore, by making a cut of
the invariant mass M, in the final states it can also reduce
the contribution of the tree diagram [41]. In practice, it can
also avoid the effects due to the Schmid theorem in this
decay by choosing zn as the final state in experiment.
Therefore, we expect the main features of the TS mecha-
nism predicted in this work should still be observable after
considering the Schmid theorem.

To study the TS signals experimentally, it is also
important to estimate the possible background contribu-
tions in this decay. A reliable analysis of the background
contributions in this decay needs the knowledge of the
couplings of various intermediate resonances to the y p, yA,
and pA channels, for which the relevant information is still
absent. To roughly estimate the magnitude of the back-
ground contribution, we have considered two tree-level
processes, i.e., J/w — AA — Apy (I) and J/yw — pp —
Apy (II). Using the Lagrangians in Refs. [62-64] and the
PDG value for the branch ratios of the corresponding
vertices, we find the contribution from process II is
negligible near the TS region due to the intermediate
proton being highly off shell. For process I, we find that,
although its total contribution may be about a factor of
6 larger than the TS process, its contribution (dotted line

in Fig. 6) near the TS peak only has a similar magnitude as
the TS process. We also find that the interference effects
between the TS amplitude and the background term are
very weak. Therefore, the final result is not sensitive to the
relative phase between them. Because of the small width of
the peak caused by the TS mechanism, we find that after
including the background contribution the peak structure
can still be clearly seen in the invariant mass spectrum
(solid line in Fig. 6). So it is hopeful to observe the TS
signal at BESIII. Especially since the J/y dataset collected
at the potential Super Tau-Charm Facility (STCF) will be
much larger (about 3.4 x 10'? for one year) [65], one may
expect that more accurate results could be obtained at
STCF in the future.

IV. SUMMARY

In this work, we investigate the triangle singularity
developed in the J/yw — ypA process, where w, z, and
p compose the internal triangle loop. According to our
results, the TS mechanism may induce a structure with a
width of 0.02~0.03 GeV in the yA invariant mass
spectrum. We find that the position of the TS is dependent
on the M, or the invariant mass of the final zN. By
adopting the value of M ranging from 1.081 to 1.286 GeV,
the position of the TS in M,, can vary from 1.721 to
2.159 GeV. Therefore, by performing a cut of the invariant
mass of the final zN, the TS and the corresponding peak in
the M, distribution should be shifted accordingly. If the
TS mechanism indeed plays an important role, we also
expect that the spin observable P, should take a relatively
large value and have a peak versus the invariant mass
M, 5 near the TS. The predicted decay branching ratio for
this process is Br(J/y — ypA(— zN)) = 1.058 x 107°,
which should be accessible at BESIII and future STCF.
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