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Exploring the axion potential and axion walls in dense quark matter
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We study the axion of quantum chromodynamics in hot and/or dense quark matter, within a Nambu-
Jona-Lasinio-like model that includes the coupling of the axion to quarks. First, we compute the effects of
the chiral crossover on the axion mass and self-coupling at finite temperature and baryon density,
implementing local electrical neutrality and f-equilibrium. We find that the low energy properties of axion
are very sensitive to the phase transition of quantum chromodynamics, in particular, when the bulk quark
matter is close to criticality. Then, for the first time in the literature we compute the axion potential at finite
quark chemical potential and study the axion domain walls in bulk quark matter. We find that the energy
barrier between two adjacent vacuum states decrease in the chirally restored phase: this results in a lower
surface tension of the walls. Finally, we comment on the possibility of production of walls in dense quark

matter.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Quantum chromodynamics (QCD) is a fundamental
quantum field theory that provides a comprehensive frame-
work for describing the strong interaction, which is
characterized by a variety of remarkable features including
color confinement, chiral symmetry breaking, and the
U(1), anomaly. QCD is invariant under gauge transfor-
mations belonging to the SU(3) color group; however,
gauge invariance does not forbid the term

Lyx OF - F (1)

in the QCD Lagrangian density. In (1), F and F denote the
gluon field strength tensor and its dual respectively, while 6
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is a real parameter called the 6—angle. A 0 # 0 would
imply an explicit breaking of the charge conjugation, C,
and parity, P, symmetries and QCD would not be invariant
under CP transformations (thereby inducing an electric
dipole moment for the neutron [1]); however, there is
evidence that 8 < 10~!! [2—-8]. The fact that @ is so small
despite the fact that it is not forbidden by gauge invariance
is called the strong CP problem. In order to understand this
problem it was suggested that a pseudoscalar field, a, exists
and couples to the nontrivial gluon field configurations via
the Lagrangian density

L, :fiF-F; (2)

then, including the O—term (1)
Lagrangian would be

the CP-breaking

[:Cp:tQF-F—i—ng-F. (3)

a

Therefore, violations of CP in strong interactions would be
drivenby 6 + a/ f .. The coupling of a to the gluon field gives
rise to a potential for a itself: it was then assumed that this
potential develops a minimum such that (a/f, + 0) = 0.
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Hence, the expectation value of a would cancel the con-
tributions to observables coming from the &—termin Eq. (3).
This is called the Peccei-Quinn (PQ) mechanism and leads to
potential solution of the strong CP problem [9-16]. While
the PQ mechanism is quite elegant, it implies the existence of
alight particle, the QCD-axion (for simplicity we refer to this
particle as the axion in this article), which represents the
quantum fluctuation of the a field around (a). Axions are
dark matter candidates [11,17-19], they could arrange in
the form of stars [20-34] and might form Bose-Einstein
condensates [35,36].

Given the wide range in temperature and density of the
physical systems in which axions might play a role, it is
important to know how the properties of this particle vary
by changing the environment, in particular temperature and
density. This is the main scope of the present study, in
which we compute how the axion properties are affected by
the temperature and the density of the medium, focusing in
particular to temperatures and chemical potentials around
the QCD chiral phase transitions.

The use of perturbative methods to study the physical
properties of axions around the QCD critical temperature
and/or in dense quark matter is questionable, hence it is
necessary to resort to QCD-like models and effective field
theories to explore physics in the moderate energy scale. A
commonly used effective theory is the chiral perturbation
theory (yPT), which plays an important role in the study of
the vacuum structure of QCD as well as the axion proper-
ties at low temperatures by means of systematically
expanding the action in powers of the momenta of the
lighter mesons [37-42]. yPT shows great advantages in
the low energy regimes, for example, its prediction of the
topological susceptibility at zero temperature [13] is in
good agreement with the lattice QCD results [43—45].
However, at high temperature and/or large density, yPT
cannot be used due to the fact that it lacks information
about the QCD phase transitions. Consequently, the use of
a QCD-like model that is capable to accommodate axions
and the QCD phase transition is very welcome.

In this study, we use the Nambu-Jona-Lasinio (NJL)
model [46-50], to study the low energy properties of
axions. The model incorporates the instanton-induced
interaction that is responsible of the breaking of the
U(1), symmetry and is capable to describe the sponta-
neous breaking of chiral symmetry as well as the coupling
of quarks to the axions. In comparison with previous
studies, the use of the NJL model allows us to quantify
the effects of the QCD phase transitions on the low-energy
properties of the axion. We find that the chiral phase
transition substantially affects the axion mass and self-
coupling, particularly when the bulk of dense matter is
close to the critical endpoint: indeed, near the critical
endpoint, we find that the axion mass drops while the self-
coupling is enhanced. Both trends agree with previous
model studies [51-55].

In comparison with most of the previous works devoted
to the study the properties of the QCD axion in a hot and/or
dense environment, we implement f—equilibrium and
electrical neutrality, keeping in mind potential future
applications to compact stellar objects. It is worth noticing
that these conditions were also applied in [52], where
however a completely different physical problem was
studied, namely the construction of an equation of state
for dense matter with axions. We do not attempt to make up
an equation of state in this work, hence we believe that
ignoring the vector interaction can be a reasonable sim-
plification of the problem at hand.

As a matter of fact, the vector interaction generally has
the effect to make the chiral phase transition smoother, and
consequently it would move the critical endpoint in the
phase diagram toward regions of larger y and smaller 7.
However, our results do not depend on the exact location of
the critical endpoint. Indeed, the enhancement of the self-
coupling around the critical endpoint, the lowering of the
axion mass in the QCD medium with chiral symmetry
restored, and the lowering of the surface tension of the
axion walls, are related to the existence of a chiral cross-
over/phase transition and not to the specific location of the
critical lines. Consequently, they will remain even if the
critical line made smoother by the vector interaction.
Moreover, it is well know that vector interactions contribute
to the stiffness of quark matter in compact stars. For many
quark EoS that are soft without vector interactions, the
latter are a crucial ingredient to stabilize hybrid compact
stars for which the condition relating the compact star mass
M and the density at its center €, must be fulfilled: oM/ de...
Nevertheless, there are a couple of scenarios that do not
necessarily require vector interactions in quark matter:
(a) hadronic neutron stars made of stiff matter that do
not bear quark matter in their cores, however it can be
created when they merge with another compact star
typically happening in binary systems, due the compression
of nuclear matter resulting into a density increase beyond
the onset of quark matter, (b) neutron stars featuring a slow
phase transition [56] where the aforementioned stellar
stability condition is meant to break down.

When compared to previous works, our approach has the
merit to include the effect of the chiral phase transition on
the low-energy properties of the axions. Second, we study
the axion walls [57,58] and analyze how these could be
produced in the cores of compact stellar objects. We discuss
for the first time how chiral symmetry restoration in dense
quark matter affects the surface tension of the walls. We
then briefly discuss how these walls could form in the cores
of compact stellar objects.

The plan of the article is as follows. In Sec. II we present
in some detail the model we use to describe the coupling of
the QCD axion to hot and dense quark matter. In Sec. III we
present the results on axion mass, self-coupling, potential,
and walls at finite temperature and density. Finally, in
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Sec. IV we present our conclusions. Natural units 7 = 1,
¢ =1 and kp = 1, are used throughout the article.

II. THE MODEL

We work in the grand canonical ensemble formalism,
using 7" and p as state variables, where u denotes the quark
number chemical potential. We consider quark matter
of two light flavors with Lagrangian density is given by
[46-55,59,60]

L = q(id+ fiyo —mg)q + e(id + p.yo)e + Lin. (4)

Here g denotes the quark field carrying Dirac, color and
flavor indices, while e is the electron field. m, is the current
quark mass, that we take to be equal for u and d quarks for
simplicity. The quark chemical potential matrix is

. Hy O
p= ( ) ®1, (5)
0 pq

with 1. denoting the identity in color space and

2 1
Hu=H=ZHes  Ha=H+ He (6)
3 3
Hg = M, + ., in agreement with the requirement of
p—equilibrium. Moreover, the interaction term is taken
as [51-55]

Line = G1[(97,9)(q7.q) + (g74ir59)(q74iysq)]
+8G, e det(Grqy) + ¢ T det(Grar)l:  (7)

in particular, the second line in the above equation
corresponds to the U(1) ,-breaking term that is responsible
of the coupling of the QCD-axion to the quarks [61,62]. In
the above equation, 7, are matrices in the flavor space with
a=0,...,3; 7 is the identity and z; with i = 1, 2, 3 are
Pauli matrices, normalized as tr(z;z;) = &;;/2. The cou-
pling constant G; governs the U(1),—invariant interac-
tion. Similarly, G, regulates the strength of the U(1),—
breaking term; the determinant in the latter is understood in
the flavor space.

The thermodynamic potential at one loop has been
discussed in the literature, see [51] and references therein;
it reads

Q= Qi + Q) _joop + Qe (8)
Here we take
Qe = =Gy (1* —6%) cos(a/f,) + G (> + ¢%)
—2G,onsin(a/f,). 9)

that represents the mean field contribution to Q, with
o =(qq), n = (giysq). Moreover,

Q, = -2T

4z (17 22T ot
e R T3 e e 1
Ry <180 e T 12T> (10)

is the contribution of the free, massless electrons. Finally,
Q_jpp corresponds to the quark loop contribution,
given by

dp
Q, = —4N. /
! fzu_d (2”)3

E 1
X |: 2]7 + Zﬁ_log(l + e_ﬂ(Ep_I‘f))(l + e_ﬂ(Ep'Hlf)) R
(11)

with = 1/T. The dispersion laws of quarks are given by

E,= \/p* + A2,

with

A= (mg+a0)® + 5. (12)

ap = =2[G| + Gycos(a/f,)le +2Gyysin(a/f,),  (13)

Bo = =2[G, — Gycos(a/fo)ln +2Gyosin(a/f,).  (14)

We notice that the first integral in the right-hand side of
Eq. (11) is ultraviolet divergent: we regularize this diver-
gence by cutting the integration at p = A. The set of
parameters we use is [51] A = 590 MeV, G,A? = 2.435,
Gl = (1 - C)Go, G2 = CGo, Cc = 02, my = 6 MeV.

The electron chemical potential is fixed for each value
of the pair (u,7) by imposing the electrical neutrality
condition

0
Oue

0. (15)

This condition is important for potential applications to the
core of compact stars. Moreover, the condensates are
computed self-consistently by solving the gap equations

0Q2
=0

0Q
—= =0
do

— =0, 16
s (16)
being sure that the solution 6 = &, # = # corresponds to the
global minimum of Q.

III. RESULTS

In Fig. 1 we plot —(¢/2)'/3 = —({au + dd)/2)'/? ver-
sus T for several values of u; the electron chemical potential
has been computed self-consistently by solving simulta-
neously the gap equations (16) and the neutrality condition
(15) for a = 0. In this case the n-condensate vanishes.

We notice that for all the values of ¢ considered, the chiral
condensate drops down in a narrow range of temperature,
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FIG. 1. Chiral condensate, —(s/2)'/3, versus T for several

values of y in the neutral ground state.

signaling the approximate restoration of chiral symmetry.
This allows us to define a pseudocritical temperature, 7., as
the temperature where ¢ has its largest variation. 7. drops
as the chemical potential increases. In addition to this, we
notice that the variation of ¢ becomes sharper with u:
the smooth crossover at y = 0 becomes a sharp transition
at large u. This implies the existence of a critical end-
point in the phase diagram: we found it is located at
(tcps Tep) = (336 MeV, 79 MeV). For completeness, at
T = 0 the critical chemical potential is yc = 393 MeV.
The axion mass and self-coupling are given by

d*Q
daz a=07

d'Q

m Ao = — ,
da*
a=0

2
4=

(17)

where the derivatives are total derivatives, namely they take
into account that the two condensates depend on a, and are
understood at ¢ = &, 5 = ij, where & and # are the values of
the condensates that minimize Q. Since the condensates
depend on a, the neutrality condition (15) has to be computed
by taking into account this dependence as well. Thus

d 0

do 0

oan o
da 0a dadc

, 18
da on (18)
and so on for the higher derivatives.

In Fig. 2 we plot m,f,, in units of the same quantity at
T = u = 0, namely

m,f, = 6.38 x 10> MeV2, (19)

in agreement with previous estimates [13,51]. In the figure
we plot the results versus temperature, for several values of
u. The solid lines denote the results obtained by taking
electrical neutrality into account; for comparison, we show
by the dashed lines the results obtained for ¢, = 0. We note
that the decrease of m,, with T is slightly delayed by y, # 0;

aa

aa

u=0
—— p=100 MeV

m_f_(T,w)/m_f_(0,0)
o
(o))
T

02} — n=220 MeV
—— u=320MeV TSN
0 . | . ] . | .
0 50 100 150 200 250

T [MeV]

FIG. 2. m,f, versus T for several values of u. Solid lines
correspond to the calculations with electrical neutrality while
dashed lines denote the results for u, = 0.

besides this, we find no major differences between the
cases with and without the neutrality condition.

From the numerical value of m,f, in the vacuum we
obtain the topological susceptibility, y = m2f2, which is
x~ (79 MeV)*, again in agreement with previous works
[13,51]. We notice that in correspondence of the QCD
crossover at finite temperature the axion mass drops
significantly. Moreover, increasing y results in a sharper
drop of the axion mass, similarly to what happens to the
chiral condensate. We conclude that the axion mass is very
sensitive to the QCD phase transition.

In Fig. 3 we plot A,f% versus T for several values of .
The solid lines correspond to the results obtained by
imposing the electrical neutrality condition while the
dashed lines denote those with y, =0. At T = u =0 we
find

1.2
g 1 -
9: L
3
w— 0.8 .
=
3
= 0.6
* © —
u-ru
< 04| =
—— u=100 MeV
0.2 —— p=220 MeV
| —— p=320 MeV
0 L L | = 2 >
50 100 150 200 250
T [MeV]
FIG. 3. 1,f% versus T for several values of u. Solid lines

correspond to the calculations with electrical neutrality while
dashed lines denote the results for u, = 0.
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duft = —(55.63 MeV)?, (20)

in agreement with previous calculations within the NJL
model [51] and with yPT [13]. The fact that 4, < 0 means
that the quartic interaction is attractive. We notice that in
correspondence of the chiral crossover, the quartic coupling
experiences a kink, in agreement with [55]; the kink
becomes more pronounced when the crossover becomes
sharper, namely when the critical endpoint is approached.
Thus, despite the fact that 4, tends to become smaller with
T, the chiral crossover enhances the axion self-coupling
and this enhancement is very pronounced in proximity of
the critical endpoint. We also note that imposing electrical
neutrality does not qualitatively change the behavior of 4,:
the nonzero y, slightly pushes the chiral crossover to higher
values of T; the peaks around the crossover are still present,
and are quite substantial for large values of the quark
chemical potential.

IV. THE AXION POTENTIAL
AND THE DOMAIN WALLS

In this section we analyze the full axion potential (8), that
we later use to analyze the axion domain walls and in
particular to compute the surface tension. The potential
Q(0) in Eq. (8) is understood at the global minimum,
namely computed at for the values of ¢ and # that minimize
Q for each value of 6. In addition to that, since we consider
electrically neutral matter, we fix y, in order to satisfy the
condition (15) for a # 0.

In Fig. 4 we plot the axion potential versus a/f, for
several temperatures and for y = 320 MeV; this has been
computed along the neutrality line (15). The value ata = 0
has been subtracted for later convenience, see Eq. (21). We
note that increasing temperature results the lowering of the
potential; this behavior is in qualitative agreement with

0.002 | —— T=0, p=320 Mev N
...... T=150MeV, u=320 MeV (x40)
————— T=220MeV, p=320 MeV (x400)

0.0015

0.001

[Q(a/fa)-Q0)UA*

0.0005

a/fa

FIG. 4. Axion potential at 4 = 320 MeV, computed along the
neutrality line. The potential is measured in units of the NJL
cutoff A.

previous results [51,55]. We note that high chemical
potential and temperature the barrier between the two
degenerate vacua @ = 0 and a/f, = 2z becomes several
orders of magnitude smaller than that in the phase with
chiral symmetry broken. Consequently, we expect that in
the chiral restored phase the energy stored in solitons
connecting the two vacua will be quite smaller than the one
in the vacuum.

As a matter of fact, the potential shown in Fig. 4 gives
rise to domain walls that interpolate between two succes-
sive vacua, because the potential is invariant under the
discrete symmetry transformation 6 — 0 + 2zn withn € Z,
while this symmetry is broken spontaneously by choosing
one value of a, for example a = 0. Derivation of the walls
is quite standard and the details can be found textbooks, see
for example [63,64], hence here we report the main steps of
the calculations only.

For the domain wall solution we consider the Lagrangian
density

L= %Waaﬂa —V(a/f.), (21)
where we defined
V(x) = Q(x) - Q(0); (22)

clearly, V in the above equation depends on y as well, but
we suppress this dependence for the sake of notation.
Incidentally, V is the quantity shown in Fig. 4. Putting
a = 0f,, the field equation that we get from L is

1 0v(6)
0,0'0 + —5——==0. 2
H +f§ 00 O ( 3)

The domain wall solution of Eq. (23) is a solitary wave,
O(x,t) = 0(x — vt), (24)

where v denotes the propagation speed of the soliton.
Putting £ = x — vt we can write Eq. (23) as

1 V(6)

Multiplying both sides of (25) by 6; and integrating, also
noticing that we impose the boundary conditions € — 0 and
0: — 0 for £ - +co we have

do 2
=4 mdg, (26)

the + sign correspond to the kink and antikink solutions
respectively. The antikink connects § = 2z for £ - —oo to
0=0 for &— 400, while for the kink the two
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aforementioned limit values of @ are inverted. Equation (26)
can be integrated by noticing that, for both the kink and the
antikink, we can request that in the center of the soliton,
& =0, we have 0(¢) = z. Then

0 do 2
[, V(a)_i"t\/fi(l—vz)'

The above equation defines implicitly the soliton 6(&).

In order to simplify the numerical evaluation of the
integral on the left-hand side of Eq. (27) we represent the
potential by its Fourier cosine series,

(27)

V(o) = % + Z ¢, cos(nf). (28)
with
¢, = % / " 46V (6) cos(nd). (29)

For the whole range of (u,T) we consider in this study we
find that N = 8 in Eq. (28) is enough. Moreover, we find that
forlarge T /u the approximation N = 1 works very well, with
¢ = —cy/2 = —=V,. For this particular case we have

V(0) = Vo(1 —cos8) = m2f2(1 —cosd). (30)
For the potential (30) we can perform the integration in
Eq. (27) easily to get

m2
0. (&) = 4arctanexp | + 1 _“vzf , (31)

that, besides the rescaling brought by m,,, corresponds to the
well-known soliton of the sine-Gordon equation, propagat-
ing along the x—direction with speed c.

In the following analysis we consider only solitons at
rest: thus we put ¢ = 0 in Eq. (27) that implies £ = x and

/9(x> de :ixﬁ
= V() fa'

For each x the above equation allows us to compute the
profile 6(x); the moving soliton is obtained from Eq. (32)
by a Lorentz boost. Similarly, for the cosine potential (30)
we have

(32)

0. (x) = 4arctan exp (£m,x). (33)
The above equation shows that the thickness of the wall is
{ =1/my,: consequently, from the results in Fig. 2 we
conclude that chiral symmetry restoration (either at high
temperature or large baryon density) results in the broad-
ening of the axion walls.

T i T i T
i \ -—- T=0, p=320 MeV
4 T=150 MeV, u=320 MeV |
i
0.8 i ]
]
i
i
c 0.6 i
3 i
@ |
0.4 ‘, i
I
i
i
0.2 i ]
i
|
! ‘ ! ‘ IS ! - ;
-0.0004 -0.0002 0 0.0002 0.0004
X [meters]
FIG.5. Axionwalls,f = a/f,, in the chiral broken phase (green

dot-dashed line) and chiral symmetric phase (solid orange line).

In Fig. 5 we plot the axion wall profiles, 8 = a/f,, in the
chiral broken phase (green dot-dashed line) and in the
chiral restored phase (orange solid line); we used f, =
10° GeV which is within the so-called classical axion
window [65], see also [66] for more details, and m, was
computed within the NJL model, see Fig. 2: we found
m, ~ 6.4 meV in the chiral symmetry broken phase
and m, ~ 2.4 meV in the chiral symmetry restored phase.
The tiny value of the axion mass in the chiral restored phase
explains why the spatial extension of the wall in this phase
is of the order of 10~* meters. The qualitative behavior of
the walls is in agreement with the above discussion, namely
restoring chiral symmetry results in the broadening of the
walls. This implies the lowering of the surface tension of
the wall, as we discuss later.

It is interesting to analyze the structure of the wall as we
approach its center. In the upper panel of Fig. 6 we plot o
and 7 condensates along an axion wall in the cold and
dense quark matter phase: calculations correspond to
=400 MeV and T = 10 MeV. The condensates are
measured in units of oy = —2 x (241.5)°> MeV? which
corresponds to the condensate in the vacuum. In the lower
panel of the same figure we plot the fermion gap A defined
in Eq. (12). In this phase, the axion potential is well
approximated by the cosine form (30). In order to compute
the condensates we fixed f, = 10° GeV as before, then
used the NJL model to compute m, ~ 1.48 meV. We note
that approaching the core of the wall, the #-condensate
forms, signaling the spontaneous breaking of parity in that
region. We also note that A decreases by a factor of ~3 near
the core, meaning that quarks become lighter when they
approach the inner region of the wall; for comparison, we
checked that for the walls in the phase with chiral symmetry
broken A decreases of a few percent only moving from the
exterior part of the wall toward the core.

The energy per unit of transverse area, that is the surface
tension «, of the domain wall is defined as
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FIG. 6. Condensates (upper panel) and fermion gap (lower
panel) for the wall in cold and dense quark matter. We used
f. = 10° GeV, while m, = 1.48 meV resulting from the NJL
model calculation. o, corresponds to the condensate at
T=u=0.

x = /_:° dx B (%)2 + V(a/fa)] . (34)

From the expression above it is easy to see that the wall gets
most of its energy from the region where |da/dx| and V are
larger, namely for a/f, = (2k + 1)x. Using a = f,0 and
Eq. (26) for ¢ = 0 we get

k= 2V2f, A” d0\/V(8), (35)

which stands for both kink and antikink solutions. For the
simple potential (30) this gives in particular

8
k= 8m f2 =% (36)
m

a

where y denotes the topological susceptibility.

I
1 —— =0, full potential
————— W=0, cosine potential
________________ —— =320 MeV, full potential 1
0.8 N U . H=320 MeV, axion potential —|
_06
4
2
0.4 N
0.2
0 | L L
50 100 150 200
T [MeV]
FIG. 7. « versus temperature at u = 0 (black lines) and y =

320 MeV (green lines). Solid lines correspond to the results
obtained with the full potential (22), while the dashed lines are the
results obtained by virtue of the simplified cosine potential (30).

ko = 1.9 x 10'® MeV? is the surface tension computed at
T=u=0.

In Fig. 7 we plot « versus temperature for 4 = 0 (black
lines) and ¢ = 320 MeV (green lines), computed along the
neutrality line; solid lines correspond to the results obtained
using the full axion potential (22), while the dashed lines
are the results obtained by virtue of the simplified cosine
potential (30). k is measured in units of the surface tension
at T = u = 0, which is ky = 1.9 x 10'® MeV3. We note
that the QCD phase transition drastically affects the surface
tension of the wall; particularly, in correspondence of chiral
restoration k drops of about one order of magnitude for both
values of y shown.

We close this section with a comment on the possible
abundance of axion walls in the cores of compact stars.
From Eq. (36) we note that x can be a monstrous number in
the vacuum; in the presence of dense quark matter, our
calculations show that x can decrease of a few orders of
magnitude at most, which still gives a gigantic surface
tension. Therefore, one might conclude that forming the
walls in quark matter is almost as prohibitive as forming the
walls in the vacuum. However, this argument does not take
into account of the background energy carried by quark
matter itself: our conclusion is that in the thermodynamic
limit, adding one wall to the bulk quark matter costs zero
energy, therefore axion walls can form easily in presence of
dense quark matter. To see this effect, for simplicity let us
limit ourselves to the zero temperature case, which is a
good approximation for the core of a compact star. Then,
taking into account the domain wall, the energy density at
T=0is
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here a(x) denotes the wall profile, so Q(u, a(x)) contains
both the contribution of quark matter and that of the wall.
We can add and subtract Q(u, 0) to the right-hand side of
the above equation, then subtract the irrelevant constant
Q(0,0), to get

&= Ewall + Equarksv (38)
where
1 (da\?
un =3 (52) + ViatoL (39)

with V is defined in Eq. (22), and
gquarks = Q(IM’ 0) - 9(07 0) (40)

Thus, &, corresponds to the energy density stored in the
wall a(x) at a given p, while &gy is the free energy of
bulk quark matter at the same . In other words, adding the
wall a(x) to the bulk of quark matter requires an energy
density Ey,. In the thermodynamic limit, L — oo, the
energy of the wall grows ~L?; however, the energy of
the background of quark matter grows ~u*L3. Accordingly,
the energy cost of adding one of these solitons to the bulk of
quark matter is zero in this limit. We conclude that forming
walls in bulk quark matter is easier than forming the walls
in the vacuum, hence these walls might be abundant in the
cores of compact stellar objects.

V. CONCLUSIONS AND OUTLOOK

We studied the QCD axion potential in dense quark
matter. In particular, we analyzed the axion mass and self-
coupling at finite temperature and/or baryon density. The
interaction of axions to QCD matter, as well as the strong
interaction, were modeled by a local NJL model. Our main
goal was to study the effect of the chiral phase transition on
the low energy properties of the QCD axion. Interestingly,
axions have been studied in astrophysical environments in
the context of supernova explosions and protoneutron stars
formation [67,68]. Within this scenario, axions or axion
like particles might be formed by means of the so called
Primakoff process, which involves resonant production of
neutral pseudoscalar mesons from the interaction of high-
energy photons with atomic nuclei. The expected signals
have been searched for in different data surveys, for
instance in the Fermi-LAT data, where relevant the energy
range covers 50 MeV to 500 GeV [69]. In addition,
compact stars can potentially cool down by axion emis-
sions that complement the standard neutrino and photon
cooling [70-73]. Keeping in mind potential applications of
the results to the astrophysical compact objects, namely
neutron stars or neutron stars mergers which can be hot
and dense, we implemented bulk quark matter which is
locally electrically neutral and in f—equilibrium. In the

framework of the QCD axion and its implications for
astrophysics, these conditions were applied for the first
time in the literature in [52], where however a different
physical problem was studied, which was the building up of
stable neutron stars with equations of state that include
axions. In this work we focused primarily on the low
energy properties of the axion, namely the mass and the
self-coupling, as well as analyzed the formation of walls in
dense quark matter.

We found that the chiral phase transition considerably
affects the low energy properties of axions. In fact, the
axion mass drops when chiral symmetry is restored.
Moreover, the axion quartic self-coupling is enhanced
when quark matter is close to the QCD critical endpoint.

We then computed the axion walls in dense quark matter,
focusing on the surface tension of the solitons: to our
knowledge, this is the first time that such a problem is
considered. We noticed that the energy to form one of such
walls in bulk quark matter has to be compared with the
energy of the background matter: in the thermodynamic
limit adding one wall to the bulk costs zero energy. As a
consequence, adding walls to dense quark matter is not
disfavored by energy arguments, and our conclusion is that
it is likely that in bulk quark matter many axion walls form.
The calculation of the full axion potential, in addition with
the domain wall tension, shows that increasing 7" and/or y
the potential well of the QCD axion becomes lower, thus
making the transitions between the &—vacua easier.

Differently from calculations based on yPT, our work
has at least two advantages. First, it gives a result for the full
axion potential, rather than an expansion around a = 0.
Moreover, it allows us to take into account the effect of the
chiral phase transition on the axion potential, and these
might have some impact, see for example the enhancement
of A, around the transition, or the lowering of m, in the
chiral restored phase. These effects cannot be obtained
within yPT because in the latter the phase transition at finite
temperature and/or chemical potential is missing.

As previously stated, this work paves the way to more
complete model calculations as well as to interesting
astrophysical applications. The results in Fig. 3 show that
A, 1s enhanced in proximity of the QCD critical endpoint:
this implies that when quark matter is close to criticality,
axions self-interaction is enhanced and this might favor the
formation of self-bound axion droplets. While in our work
this is purely speculative, this particular problem can be
studied in detail and we aim at addressing it in the near
future. Furthermore, the use of nonlocal covariant NJL
models is very welcome, since these allow for a better
comparison with lattice QCD data: studies of the coupling
of axions to dense quark matter within nonlocal models are
missing, so it is of a certain interest to extend the work we
presented here to such models, possibly including a vector
interaction. Moreover, it will be interesting to couple
quarks to magnetic, and more generally to electromagnetic,
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fields, and study how this coupling affects the low energy
properties of the axions. Even more, it is of a great interest
to study the modifications of axions to the QCD equation of
state at finite 7 and y, having in mind applications to the
structure of compact stars and neutron stars mergers. If
axion walls can form inside compact stars, then they might
affect the transport properties of nuclear and quark matter
inside the stars themselves, because of the possible scatter-
ings of nucleons and/or quarks on the walls. We leave these
interesting problems to near future works.
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