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We investigate various properties of extremal dyonic static black holes in Einstein-Maxwell-dilaton
theory. Using the fact that the long-range force between two identical extremal black holes always
vanishes, we obtain a simple first-order ordinary differential equation for the black hole mass in terms of
its electric and magnetic charges. Although this equation appears not to be solvable explicitly for general
values of the strength a of the dilatonic coupling to the Maxwell field, it nevertheless provides a powerful
way of characterizing the black hole mass and the scalar charge. We make use of these expressions to
derive general results about the long-range force between two nonidentical extremal black holes. In
particular, we argue that the force is repulsive whenever a > 1 and attractive whenever a < 1 (it vanishes
in the intermediate BPS case a ¼ 1). The sign of the force is also correlated with the sign of the binding
energy between extremal black holes, as well as with the convexity or concavity of the surface
characterizing the extremal mass as a function of the charges. Our work is motivated in part by the
repulsive force conjecture and the question of whether long range forces between nonidentical states can
shed new light on the swampland.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Recent years have seen growing efforts to sharpen the
constraints that theories of quantum gravity place on low
energy effective field theories (EFTs). Within these efforts,
one of the challenges has been to quantify the notion that
gravity is the weakest force and to understand what it tells
us about the structure of long range interactions, in theories
with a quantum gravity UV completion. In particular, the
attempts to understand this question have led to various

generalizations of the weak gravity conjecture (WGC) [1]
and extensive studies of its phenomenological conse-
quences (see e.g. [2] for a comprehensive review). In its
simplest form, the WGC requires the existence of super-
extremal charged particles, states whose mass is smaller
than or equal to their charge (in Planck units). In flat space,
a closely related—but not equivalent1—way to quantify the
weakness of gravity has led to the repulsive force con-
jecture (RFC) [1,5,6], which roughly states that theories
compatible with quantum gravity should contain self-
repulsive states, i.e. states which would feel either a
repulsive or vanishing force when placed asymptotically
far from an identical copy of themselves. Both the WGC
and the RFC place restrictions on low energy EFTs and
have implications for the spectrum of states in the theory.
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1In theories of quantum gravity with massless scalars, the
WGC and the RFC are distinct. The differences become even
more apparent when one takes into account the effects of higher
derivative corrections [3,4].
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Moreover, the RFC constrains all the interactions that lead
to long range self-forces, including those coming from
massless scalar fields. A question that arises naturally, then,
is what these conjectures teach us about binding energies
and the existence of bound states.
Thus far most of the discussions of the RFC have

centered around studies of long range interactions between
two copies of the same state, i.e. self-forces. However, it
may be useful to explore what happens to the force and
binding energy when the states in consideration are not the
same, using black holes as probes. Indeed, while asymp-
totically the force between two identical extremal black
holes is known [7] to be zero,2 even in the presence of
scalar matter, very little is known about its structure when
the black holes carry different charges and represent
distinct states. Using nonidentical states as probes of long
range interactions may uncover novel features and poten-
tially new insights on the string theory landscape. As a
concrete example, in [8] we saw that the long-range force
between distinct, extremal KK dyonic black holes is always
repulsive. While this is naively surprising, it might have a
natural explanation, at the microscopic level, in terms of the
interactions between the constituent D-branes (in this case
D0-D6 branes) and properties of bound states in the theory.
If this is indeed the case, long range forces might provide an
easier way to access some of the information encoded in the
microscopic description of the theory.
Motivated by the questions above and by our previous

work [8], in this paper our goal is to understand whether
long range forces between different extremal black holes
display any generic features, and, if so, how the latter are
correlated with specific properties of the theory they arise
in. As we will see, the scalar couplings in the theory we
examine will leave clear imprints on certain characteristics
of the black hole solutions (such as their extremality
relations and propensity to bind), which will then be
imprinted on the behavior of the long range interactions
between them.
We are going to work with extremal static black holes

solutions to four-dimensional Einstein-Maxwell-dilaton
theory, described by the Lagrangian

L ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p �
R −

1

2
ð∂ϕÞ2 − 1

4
eaϕFμνFμν

�
; ð1:1Þ

where the constant a characterises the strength of the
exponential coupling of the dilaton to the Maxwell field.
For certain values of a, namely a ¼ 0, a ¼ 1 and a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

,
the solutions for dyonic black holes, carrying both electric

and magnetic charge, are known explicitly. Our focus will
be on the properties of the extremal static dyonic black hole
solutions for arbitrary values of a.3 The massM of such an
extremal black hole will be a function of the electric and
magnetic charges Q and P, with M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ, but except
for the exactly-solvable cases when a ¼ 0, 1 or

ffiffiffi
3

p
, the

explicit form of the function F ðQ;PÞ is unknown. One of
the main results in our work is a simple nonlinear first-order
ordinary differential equation for (a rescaled version of)
F ðQ;PÞ. Although this equation is, as far as we know,
exactly solvable only at the special values a ¼ 1 and

ffiffiffi
3

p
,

the fact that we can express the mass in this relatively
simple way allows us to probe a number of properties of the
extremal black holes.
The long-range force F12 between two black holes takes

the form

F12 ¼
1

r2

�
Q1Q2 þ P1P2 −

1

4
M1M2 − Σ1Σ2

�
; ð1:2Þ

where Q, P,M, and Σ denote, respectively, the electric and
magnetic charges,4 the mass and the scalar charge, while
the subscripts 1, 2 are used to distinguish the first from the
second black hole. In our earlier work [8] we initiated a
study of (1.2), focusing on a specific class of Toda theories
which support extremal black holes that are not BPS. Here
we extend our analysis to a much broader class of dyonic
solutions, and identify a number of new features. Most
notably, the range of the parameter a controlling the gauge
kinetic coupling dictates certain geometric properties of
the energy surfaceM ¼ F ðQ;PÞ of each extremal solution,
as well as the sign of the long range interactions between
distinct ones.
In particular, using a combination of approximations,

and also numerical analysis, we conclude that the force
between nonidentical extremal dyonic black holes is
always repulsive if the dilaton coupling a appearing in (1.1)
satisfies a > 1, and it is always attractive if a < 1. In the
intermediate case a ¼ 1, for which the extremal dyonic
black holes are BPS, the force between them is always zero.
Moreover, using geometrical arguments we show that when

2In this context, “identical” can mean that the set of electric
and magnetic charges carried by the two extremal black holes are
either exactly the same, or, more generally, that the set of charges
carried by one of the black holes is an overall positive constant
multiple of the set of charges carried by the other.

3Some properties of these extremal black holes were inves-
tigated numerically in [9] and analytically in [10]. The solutions
exist for all values of a, but there is some degree of nonanalyticity
on the horizon unless a is such that a2 ¼ 1

2
kðkþ 1Þ where k

is an integer. Scalar curvature invariants, such as RμνρσRμνρσ ,
∇λRμνρσ∇λRμνρσ , etc., are finite on the horizon, however, for all
values of a.

4For all the nonidentical extremal black holes that we shall
consider, we shall always take the signs of the charges of the first
and the second black hole to be the same. The case corresponding
to opposite signs for the charges would be of little interest, since
the electrostatic forces would just reinforce the gravitational
attraction. Thus, without loss of generality, we assume that all the
electric and magnetic charges are positive.
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a > 1 the energy surface M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ describing the
mass of each solution is convex, while for a < 1 it is
concave.
We also investigate the related question of what is the

sign of the binding energy between extremal black holes.
Thus, if the mass of an extremal black hole with charges Q
and P is M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ, we define the binding energy
between two such black holes to be

ΔM ¼ F ðQ1 þQ2; P1 þ P2Þ − F ðQ1; P1Þ − F ðQ2; P2Þ:
ð1:3Þ

Intuitively, one may expect that if ΔM is positive then the
two constituent black holes with charges ðQ1; P1Þ and
ðQ2; P2Þ should tend to repel one another, while if ΔM is
negative they should attract. Indeed, we find that the sign of
ΔM does correlate with the sign of the long-range force, for
all the EMD extremal black holes. Perhaps not surprisingly,
the sign of ΔM is also governed by the convexity or
concavity of the surface M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ.
The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II we describe

properties of the extremal EMD black hole solutions
we will be working with. In Sec. III we derive a simple
differential equation that controls the mass of the extremal
black hole in terms of its electric and magnetic charges,
and in Sec. IV we present some solutions valid in specific
perturbative regimes. Section V is devoted to the compu-
tation of the long distance force between nonidentical
black holes, while Sec. VI discusses the binding energies.
Geometrical properties of the energy surface describing
how the mass is related to the charges are discussed
in Sec. VII. Finally, in Appendix A we include some
examples of the numerical computations that support our
results, while in Appendix B we prove certain properties
of the binding energy near the special value of the
coupling a ¼ 1.

II. STATIC EXTREMAL BLACK HOLES IN
EINSTEIN-MAXWELL-DILATON THEORY

Purely electric or magnetic static black holes in the
EMD theory (1.1) for arbitrary values of the dilaton
coupling were constructed in [11]. The system of equa-
tions for the most general dyonic static solutions was
obtained in [12], where it was shown that they could be
reduced to a Toda-like system. It was noted there that the
equations became exactly those of the SUð3Þ Toda system
when a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

, and of the SUð2Þ × SUð2Þ Toda (or
ðLiouvilleÞ2) system when a ¼ 1, but that no explicit
dyonic solutions could be obtained for generic values of
the dilaton coupling. The dyonic solution for a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

had
been obtained by [13,14].
A formulation of the Toda-like equations for general

values of a appeared also in a recent paper [15]. With some
adaption of their notation to suit our conventions, the static

black hole solutions to the equation of motion following
from the Lagrangian (1.1) are given by

ds2 ¼ −fðrÞdt2 þ dr2

fðrÞ þ r2ðHeHmÞhdΩ2
2;

fðrÞ ¼ ðHeHmÞ−h
�
1 −

μ

r

�
;

eaϕ ¼
�
He

Hm

�
2−h

;

F ¼ Q
r2
H−2

e H2−2h
m dt ∧ drþ P sin θdθ ∧ dφ; ð2:1Þ

where Q and P denote the electric and magnetic charges,
the parameter μ is positive for nonextremal black holes and
equal to zero for extremal black holes, and

h ¼ 2

1þ a2
: ð2:2Þ

Defining the inverse radial coordinate

ρ ¼ 1

r
; ð2:3Þ

the EMD equations of motion imply that the functions He
and Hm obey the equations�ð1 − μρÞH0

e

He

�0
þ 8Q2H2−2h

m

hH2
e

¼ 0;

�ð1 − μρÞH0
m

Hm

�0
þ 8P2H2−2h

e

hH2
m

¼ 0; ð2:4Þ

where a prime denotes a derivative with respect to ρ. Since
our focus in this paper is on extremal black holes we shall
set μ ¼ 0 from now on. The EMD equations of motion also
imply a constraint, which for μ ¼ 0 reads

H02
e

H2
e
þH02

m

H2
m
þ 2ðh− 1ÞH0

eH0
m

HeHm
−
8Q2H2−2h

m

hH2
e

−
8P2H2−2h

e

hH2
m

¼ 0:

ð2:5Þ
As already mentioned, except for the cases a ¼ 1 and

a ¼ ffiffiffi
3

p
(and, more trivially, a ¼ 0), for which the equa-

tions are exactly solvable, no explicit solutions for dyonic
black holes are known. One approach to studying the
solutions in general is to look first for solutions as series
expansions in the asymptotic region where r goes to
infinity, which corresponds to ρ → 0. Thus one may seek
solutions of the form

HeðρÞ ¼ 1þ e1ρþ e2ρ2 þ e3ρ3 þ � � � ;
HmðρÞ ¼ 1þm1ρþm2ρ

2 þm3ρ
3 þ � � � ; ð2:6Þ

where the ei and mi are constants. Substituting these
expansions into (2.4) with μ ¼ 0 (i.e., working at
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extremality), one finds that all the ei andmi for i ≥ 3 can be
solved for in terms of ðe1; e2; m1; m2Þ, with the electric and
magnetic charges Q and P being given by

Q2 ¼ 2hðe21 − 2e2Þ; P2 ¼ 2hðm2
1 − 2m2Þ: ð2:7Þ

The constraint equation (2.5) implies one condition on the
four free parameters ðe1; e2; m1; m2Þ, namely

e2 þm2 þ ðh − 1Þe1m1 ¼ 0: ð2:8Þ

We shall view the constraint as determining m2 in terms of
the three remaining parameters ðe1; e2; m1Þ.
We know that the extremal dyonic black hole solutions

should be characterized by just two parameters and not
three. The three-parameter solutions will in fact generically
describe singular spacetimes. This can be seen by perform-
ing a numerical integration of the equations, using the small-
ρ (i.e. large-r) expansions characterized by ðe1; e2; m1Þ to set
initial data for an integration to large ρ (i.e. approaching the
horizon at r ¼ 0, which is ρ ¼ ∞). For generic choices of
ðe1; e2; m1Þ the solution develops singularities at some finite
value of ρ. By choosing values for two of the parameters (say
e1 and m1), and then fine-tuning e2, one can home in on a
single specific value for e2 that gives a solution that behaves
properly for a black hole spacetime. In fact, the proper
behavior is such that HeðρÞ and HmðρÞ go like

HeðρÞ ∼ ceρ1=h; Hm ∼ cmρ1=h ð2:9Þ

at large ρ, so that the horizon has a finite and nonzero area
(see the expression for the metric in Eqs. (2.1)]. By means of
a “shooting method” approach, one can find the value of e2,
for given choices of e1 and m1 (and of course, also of the
dilaton coupling a) that gives the well-behaved black
hole solution. Since the mass of the extremal black hole
is given by

M ¼ 2hðe1 þm1Þ; ð2:10Þ

this means that one can, very laboriously, collect numerical
data that would allow one to plot the mass as a function of
the electric and magnetic charges. (Recall that Q and P are
specified in Eqs. (2.7) in terms of the ei and mi parameters).
In order to take into account the contribution of the

massless scalar in (1.1) to the long range force, we need to
extract the scalar charge Σ, which can be defined as the
coefficient of r−1 in the large-r expansion of the dilaton ϕ,5

ϕ ¼ ϕ∞ þ Σ
r
þOðr−2Þ: ð2:11Þ

Thus one has

Σ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
hð2 − hÞ

p
ðm1 − e1Þ: ð2:12Þ

In principle, therefore, having accumulated sufficient
numerical data from computations that give the charges
Q and P, the mass M and the scalar charge Σ for pairs of
extremal black holes for a given choice of the dilaton
coupling a, one could then calculate the force between
the distantly-separated black holes using Eq. (1.2). It is
evident that this would be a very time-consuming way of
trying to learn about the nature of the force as a
function of the charges Q and P for different choices
of the dilaton coupling.
Note that by substituting the near-horizon behavior of

the functions He and Hm, as given in Eq. (2.9), into the
equations of motion (2.4), we find that the constants ce and
cm are given by

ce ¼ 2
3
2hQ− 1

hðh−2ÞP
h−1

hðh−2Þ; cm ¼ 2
3
2hP− 1

hðh−2ÞQ
h−1

hðh−2Þ: ð2:13Þ

From this, it follows that the area of the horizon is given by

AH ¼ 32πQP; ð2:14Þ

and so the entropy is S ¼ 8πQP. From these expressions
it follows that purely electric or purely magnetic
black holes have vanishing horizon area, i.e. they are
“small black holes.”
One observation that is worth noting at this point is that

if one uses (1.2) to calculate the force between a pair of
identical objects characterized by the four parameters
ðe1; m1; e2; m2Þ, taking the charges, mass and scalar charge
to be given by (2.7), (2.10) and (2.12), then one finds
that the force vanishes purely as a consequence of the
constraint (2.8). In other words, regardless of whether one
imposes the much more stringent condition that the
solution should describe a genuine black hole, one already
finds just from the large-r behavior of the fields that the
force between two such identical objects will vanish. The
vanishing of the force between two identical extremal black
holes then follows as a consequence. This latter result is a
particular manifestation of a general argument given in [7].
We shall make use of the fact that the force between

identical extremal black holes vanishes in the next section,
when we derive a simple equation that governs the mass of
an extremal EMD black hole in terms of its electric and
magnetic charges.

III. A DIFFERENTIAL EQUATION FOR THEMASS

In the EMD theory, for general values of a, we know that
the mass of an extremal black hole carrying electric charge

5The constant ϕ∞, the asymptotic value of ϕ at infinity, is zero
in the present discussion. However, it is sometimes useful to
allow ϕ∞ to be nonzero, which can be accomplished using a
global scaling symmetry of the EMD theory; see Sec. III where
we discuss this and employ it in order to rewrite Σ in terms of
derivatives of the mass with respect to the charges.
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Q and magnetic charge P must be given by a formula
of the form

M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ: ð3:1Þ

The function F ðQ;PÞ will be different for different values
of the dilaton coupling a, and furthermore it is only known
explicitly for the three special cases a ¼ 0, a ¼ 1 and
a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

:

a ¼ 0∶ M ¼ 2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
Q2 þ P2

p
;

a ¼ 1∶ M ¼
ffiffiffi
2

p
ðQþ PÞ;

a ¼
ffiffiffi
3

p
∶ M ¼ ðQ2

3 þ P
2
3Þ32: ð3:2Þ

We do know however, on dimensional grounds, that for any
value of a the mass function F ðQ;PÞ must be a homo-
geneous function of degree 1. That is, we know that

F ðλQ; λPÞ ¼ λF ðQ;PÞ: ð3:3Þ

By differentiating this equation with respect to λ, and then
setting λ ¼ 1, it follows that

Q
∂F ðQ;PÞ

∂Q
þ P

∂F ðQ;PÞ
∂P

¼ F ðQ;PÞ: ð3:4Þ

Moreover, the scalar charge Σ can be expressed in terms
of derivatives of the mass with respect to Q and P6:

Σ ¼ 1

2
a

�
Q
∂M
∂Q

− P
∂M
∂P

�
: ð3:5Þ

The long-range force F between two identical extremal
black holes is given by

r2F ¼ Q2 þ P2 −
1

4
M2 − Σ2; ð3:6Þ

and, as we discussed in the previous section, this must
vanish. Plugging the expression (3.5) for the scalar charge
into the equation F ¼ 0 gives a differential equation for
F ðQ;PÞ. Using the homogeneity relation (3.4) we can
replace the P∂F=∂P term in the differential equation by
F −Q∂F=∂Q, thus giving an ordinary differential equa-
tion in whichQ is viewed as the independent variable and P

is just viewed as a fixed parameter. If we furthermore define
f̃ðQÞ by writing

F ðQ;PÞ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
8PQ

p
f̃ðQÞ; ð3:7Þ

we see that the equation following from requiring the
vanishing of the force becomes

Q2 þ P2 − 2PQf̃ðQÞ2 − 8a2PQ3ð∂Qf̃ðQÞÞ2 ¼ 0: ð3:8Þ
This equation can be simplified even more by defining a

new independent variable x in place of Q, where

Q ¼ Pe2ax; −∞ ≤ x ≤ ∞: ð3:9Þ

Finally, introducing fðxÞ, which is just f̃ðQÞ with Q
replaced using the definition (3.9), we obtain the simple
equation

f2 þ f02 ¼ cosh 2ax; ð3:10Þ
where f0 means dfðxÞ=dx. In view of the duality symmetry
under the exchange of electric and magnetic charges, it is
evident that the required solution for fðxÞ must obey

fð−xÞ ¼ fðxÞ: ð3:11Þ
When x ¼ 0, meaning Q ¼ P, the dilaton becomes con-
stant and the black hole will just be the extremal Reissner-
Nordström Q ¼ P dyon for all values of a, with mass
M ¼ ffiffiffi

8
p

Q. It follows therefore that

fð0Þ ¼ 1; f0ð0Þ ¼ 0: ð3:12Þ

As will be seen in Appendix A, our findings from
studying the solutions of Eq. (3.10) numerically are that,
for all values of a > 0 the function fðxÞ increases mono-
tonically from fð0Þ ¼ 1, as x increases from 0. The gradient
f0ðxÞ also increases monotonically from f0ð0Þ ¼ 0 as x
increases from 0. Of course because of Eq. (3.11), fðxÞ also
increases monotonically as x becomes increasingly negative,
and f0ðxÞ becomes monotonically more negative as x
becomes increasingly negative.
If we could solve Eq. (3.10), it would give us F ðQ;PÞ,

and hence we would have an explicit mass formula for
extremal black holes for all values of a, namely

M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
8QP

p
fðxÞ ¼

ffiffiffi
8

p
PeaxfðxÞ;

where x ¼ 1

2a
log

Q
P
: ð3:13Þ

From Eq. (3.5), we can also express the scalar charge in
terms of fðxÞ, finding

Σ ¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
8QP

p
f0ðxÞ ¼

ffiffiffi
2

p
Peaxf0ðxÞ: ð3:14Þ

6This was shown in [3], based on the result in [16] that the
scalar charge Σ, defined as in Eq. (2.11), can also be written as
∂M
∂ϕ∞

, where generically the scalar ϕ is taken to be equal to ϕ∞ at
infinity. As observed in [3] (and adapted to our notation here),
there is a global shift symmetry of the EMD theory under which
ϕ → ϕþ ϕ∞, Aμ → e−

1
2
aϕ∞Aμ, implying for the charges thatQ →

e
1
2
aϕ∞Q and P → e−

1
2
aϕ∞P. Calculating ∂

∂ϕ∞
Mðe1

2
aϕ∞Q; e−

1
2
aϕ∞PÞ

in the shifted system, and then restoring ϕ∞ ¼ 0, gives (3.5).
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As a check, we can calculate what fðxÞ is explicitly
for the known special cases. Actually a ¼ 0 is a
degenerate case in this parametrization, because of the
redefinition (3.9). For the others, we see from Eqs. (3.2)
that we have

a ¼ 1∶ fðxÞ ¼ cosh x;

a ¼
ffiffiffi
3

p
∶ fðxÞ ¼

�
cosh

2xffiffiffi
3

p
�

3=2
: ð3:15Þ

As can be verified, these expressions indeed satisfy
Eq. (3.10).7

Although the ODE in Eq. (3.10) looks very simple, it is
not clear how to solve it explicitly. We can, however, use
the results obtained above in order to make some obser-
vations about the force between two nonidentical extremal
black holes. Suppose we have two such black holes, with
charges ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ. The force F12 between
them is given by Eq. (1.2), and so, using the definitions
given above,

r2F12 ¼ 2P1P2eaðx1þx2Þ½cosh aðx1 þ x2Þ − f1f2 − f01f
0
2�;

ð3:16Þ

where f1 means fðx1Þ, f01 means f0ðx1Þ, and so on.
Thus once fðxÞ is known (for a given value of a),
we can calculate the force between any pair of extremal
black holes.
Note that Eq. (3.10) provides a major computational

simplification, compared to the methods previously avail-
able to us for determiningM. Previously, we would have to
do a completely new numerical integration for each choice
of Q and P. Each such calculation required the use of the
shooting method to find the right choice for the expansion
coefficient e2 that gave a well-behaved solution with a
regular black hole horizon. Now, by contrast, we simply
have to carry out one numerical calculation to obtain the
result for fðxÞ. With this result, we can then immediately
find the numerical result for F ðQ;PÞ, and hence for the
mass, for any choice of Q and P that we like. (Of course in
both approaches, we first pick a value for the dilaton
coupling a.)

IV. PERTURBATIVE SOLUTIONS OF f ðxÞ
In the absence of an explicit closed-form solution for

fðxÞ for general values of the dilaton coupling a, we can
look at the solution in various regimes where perturba-
tive techniques can be applied. Before doing so, we
should point out that the special choice of coupling
a ¼ 1 will play a crucial role in our discussion. Indeed,
when a ¼ 1 the extremal solutions are BPS, and the long
distance force between any two of them is always zero.
As we will see further below, the long distance nature of
the force (i.e., whether it is repulsive or attractive) will
be correlated with whether a is above or below this
special value.

A. Perturbations around a= 1

We know that when a ¼ 1, the solution to the Eq. (3.10)
is fðxÞ ¼ cosh x. We may now consider perturbing around
a ¼ 1, by writing

a ¼ 1þ ϵ; fðxÞ ¼ cosh xþ ϵu1ðxÞ þ ϵ2u2ðxÞ þ � � � :
ð4:1Þ

At order ϵ, we therefore find that u1ðxÞ must satisfy

2 sinh xu01 þ 2 cosh xu1 − 2x sinh 2x ¼ 0: ð4:2Þ

The solution that is regular at x ¼ 0 is given by

u1 ¼
2x cosh 2x − sinh 2x

4 sinh x
: ð4:3Þ

Thus for a ¼ 1þ ϵ we have the solution

fðxÞ ¼ cosh xþ ϵ
2x cosh 2x − sinh 2x

4 sinh x
þOðϵ2Þ: ð4:4Þ

One could also consider an expansion around the other
exactly-solvable case, a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

, but this would be of less
interest than the expansion around a ¼ 1. Indeed, as we
mentioned above, the case a ¼ 1 has special significance
because it supports BPS extremal solutions, whose long
range interactions vanish independently of the values of the
charges of each black hole solution. Thus, by probing the
regime close to a ¼ 1 we shall be able to see the transition
from having attractive forces when a < 1 and repulsive
forces when a > 1.

B. Perturbative expansion for small x (Q close to P)

First, we consider a perturbative expansion for fðxÞ
in the regime where x is small. In view of the relation
Q ¼ Pe2ax in Eq. (3.9), this corresponds to the situation
where Q is close to P.

7In [17] Rasheed conjectured the mass formula M ¼ 2ð1þ
a2Þ−1=2ðQb þ PbÞ1=b, with the constant b given by b ¼ ð2 log 2Þ=
ðlogð2þ 2a2ÞÞ, for arbitrary values of a. This would imply that
our function fðxÞ would become fðxÞ¼ð1þa2Þ−1=22ð2−bÞ=ð2bÞ×
ðcoshabxÞ1=b. However, one can easily verify that except for
a ¼ 1 and a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

, for which the Rasheed conjecture does
indeed (by construction) yield the known solutions, for all other
generic values of a the fðxÞ that results from the Rasheed
conjecture fails to satisfy Eq. (3.10). This supports a result
in [18], which also found that Rasheed’s conjecture could not be
correct for general values of a.
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We can look for the perturbative solution for fðxÞ in
Eq. (3.10), by expanding fðxÞ in the form

fðxÞ ¼
X
n≥0

a2nx2n: ð4:5Þ

(The required solutions should be symmetric under x → −x,
since the black hole metrics must be invariant under
exchanging the electric and magnetic charges.) Writing a
in terms of a parameter k, where

a2 ¼ 1

2
kðkþ 1Þ; ð4:6Þ

and expanding Eq. (3.10) in powers of x, one can solve for
the coefficients in Eq. (4.5), finding

a0 ¼ 1; a2 ¼
k
2
; a4 ¼

k2ð2k2 þ 4k − 1Þ
24ð4kþ 1Þ ;

a6 ¼
k3ð24k5 þ 64k4 þ 52k3 − 18k2 þ 34kþ 19Þ

720ð4kþ 1Þ2ð6kþ 1Þ ð4:7Þ

and so on. In fact, this small-x expansion can be seen to be in
agreement with an expansion for the mass of extremal EMD
black holes that was obtained in Eq. (4.9) of [18] for the case
where Q and P are nearly equal (the ϵ parameter in [18] is
equivalent to 2x in our expansion here). We have verified the
agreement up to order x10 in the expansion (4.5).
For our purposes later in the paper, it will suffice to keep

the terms just up to order x2 in the expansion, and so we
have the small-x expansion

fðxÞ ¼ 1þ 1

2
kx2 þOðx4Þ: ð4:8Þ

C. Large-x expansion
(large hierarchy between charges)

When x is very large and positive, so that there is a
large hierarchy between Q and P, Eq. (3.10) becomes
approximately

f2 þ f02 ¼ 1

2
e2ax: ð4:9Þ

Thus fðxÞ for large positive x takes the form

fðxÞ ≈ eaxffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ð1þ a2Þ

p : ð4:10Þ

Since we must have fð−xÞ ¼ fðxÞ, the solution when x is
large and negative takes the form

fðxÞ ≈ e−axffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ð1þ a2Þ

p : ð4:11Þ

V. FORCE BETWEEN NONIDENTICAL
EXTREMAL BLACK HOLES

We are now ready to examine the main issue we want to
address in this paper, which is whether long range forces
between nonidentical black holes display any generic
features that are tied to the structure of the theory and of
the scalar couplings. As we are about to see, the behavior of
long range interactions in the EMD model is controlled in a
simple way by the dilatonic coupling a. In particular, the
sign of the force between distinct extremal black holes—
whether it is attractive or repulsive—is correlated with
whether a > 1 or a < 1.
In Eq. (3.16) we gave a general expression for the long-

range force between two nonidentical extremal static black
holes in the EMD theory, for an arbitrary value of the
dilaton coupling a, which we repeat here for convenience:

r2F12 ¼ 2P1P2eaðx1þx2Þ½cosh aðx1 þ x2Þ − f1f2 − f01f
0
2�:
ð5:1Þ

The expression is written in terms of the electric and
magnetic charges ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ for the two black
holes, with Q1 and Q2 written as

Q1 ¼ e2ax1P1; Q2 ¼ e2ax2P2: ð5:2Þ

Note that the force FðQ1; P1;Q2; P2Þ between extremal
black holes with charges ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ necessarily
has the homogeneity property that,8

Fðλ1Q1;λ1P1;λ2Q2;λ2P2Þ¼ λ1λ2FðQ1;P1;Q2;P2Þ: ð5:3Þ

Thus when looking at the force as a function of the charges
ðQ1; P1; Q2; P2Þ, there is really only a two-dimensional
parameter space of nontrivially inequivalent configurations
to explore, rather than the three-dimensional parameter
space one might naively have expected. That is to say, there
is not only the obvious overall scaling, under which
FðQ1; P1;Q2; P2Þ would scale by k2 if all four charges
were scaled by k, but there are the two separate, indepen-
dent scalings of the two sets of charges ðQ1; P1Þ and
ðQ2; P2Þ, as seen in Eq. (5.3).
This double scaling homogeneity is seen in the expres-

sion (5.1) for the force between the two black holes, with
the product of the two magnetic charges appearing in the
prefactor. The nontrivial charge-dependence of the force
(i.e. dependence that is not merely taking the form of an
overall scaling of the force) is then encapsulated by the two
parameters x1 and x2, which characterise the ratio of the

8This homogeneity accounts, in particular, for the fact,
mentioned in footnote 2, that the zero-force property for two
extremal black holes that have identical sets of charges also holds
if the set of charges of one of the black holes is an overall multiple
of the set of charges of the other black hole.
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electric to magnetic charge for each of the black holes
through the relations (5.2).
Since the function fðxÞ is not known explicitly for

general values of a, we would have to determine it
numerically, by solving Eq. (3.10), in order to explore
the full ðx1; x2Þ space of nontrivial parameter values. We
can however obtain some analytical results in certain
regimes, as we shall now discuss.

A. Force between extremal black holes with a near to 1

We saw in Sec. IVA that if we consider values of a close
to a ¼ 1, by writing a ¼ 1þ ϵ, the solution to Eq. (3.10)
up to order ϵ is given by Eq. (4.4). Substituting this
expression for fðxÞ into Eq. (5.1) gives the force

r2F12 ¼ ϵP1P2eaðx1þx2Þ sinhðx1 − x2Þ½Hðx1Þ −Hðx2Þ�
þOðϵ2Þ; ð5:4Þ

where we have defined

HðxÞ ¼ sinh 2x − 2x
2sinh2x

: ð5:5Þ

The function HðxÞ is monotonically increasing from
Hð−∞Þ ¼ −1 to Hð∞Þ ¼ þ1, with Hð−xÞ ¼ −HðxÞ.
Therefore we see that the coefficient of ϵ in Eq. (5.4) is
always non-negative, for all x1 and x2. It follows that F12 is
positive (repulsive) when ϵ is small and positive (i.e. a > 1)
and the force is negative (attractive) when ϵ is small and
negative (i.e. a < 1).
This calculation for the case where a is close to 1 suggests

that it may more generally be true that the force between
nonidentical extremal static EMD black holes is always
positive (repulsive) when a > 1, and always negative
(attractive) when a < 1. We shall now establish further
evidence to support this proposition, by considering other
regimes where we can perform analytical calculations.

B. Force between extremal black holes with x small

Since Q ¼ e2axP, the black holes with Q close to P
correspond to the case where x is small. Using the small-x
expansion for fðxÞ that we obtained in Sec. IV B, we may
substitute fðxÞ given by Eqs. (4.5) and (4.7) into the
expression (5.1) for the force between two such black
holes, finding

r2F12 ¼
1

2
P1P2½kðk − 1Þðx1 − x2Þ2 þ � � ��; ð5:6Þ

where the ellipses denote terms of higher than
quadratic order in the small quantities x1 and x2. Since
a2 ¼ 1

2
kðkþ 1Þ, we see that in this regime (where the x

parameters are small) the force between two extremal black

holes is again positive whenever a > 1 and negative
whenever a < 1.

C. Force between extremal black holes with x large

Recall that large x corresponds to a large hierarchy
between the associated charges. There are several cases of
interest that we may consider here:

(i) x1 large and positive, x2 ¼ 0:
Using the expression (4.10) for fðx1Þ, and

Eqs. (3.12) for fðx2Þ, we find that the force (5.1)
between the two black holes becomes

r2F12 ∼ P1P1e2ax1

"
1 −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2

1þ a2

r #
ð5:7Þ

as x1 becomes large. As in the previous specializa-
tions we considered, here too the force will be
positive if a > 1 and negative if a < 1.

(ii) x1 large and positive, x2 large and negative:
Let us take

x1 ¼ kþ λ; x2 ¼ −k; ð5:8Þ
where k is large and positive, and λ is held fixed.
Using Eq. (4.10) for fðx1Þ and Eq. (4.11) for fðx2Þ,
we find that the force in Eq. (5.1) becomes

r2F12 ∼ P1P2e2aðkþλÞ a
2 − 1

a2 þ 1
: ð5:9Þ

In this regime also, the force is positive when a > 1
and negative when a < 1.

(iii) x1 and x2 large and positive:
Taking x1 ¼ kþ λ and x2 ¼ k, and sending k to

infinity while holding λ fixed, just gives the result
that F12 goes to zero, if we work at the level of
approximation of the expression (4.10) for fðxÞ at
large x. This is not too surprising, since when x1 and
x2 are both becoming very large, it means that the
electric charges of the two black holes are com-
pletely overwhelming their magnetic charges. Thus
with their charges becoming effectively (after re-
scaling) of the form ðQ̃1; 0Þ and ðQ̃2; 0Þ, it means
that the charges of one black hole are just a multiple
of the charges of the other, and so, just as for
identical black holes, the force will be zero.

D. Force between nearly identical extremal black holes

Next, we take two extremal black holes with charges
ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ, for the case

Q1 ¼ P1e2ax; Q2 ¼ P2e2aðxþϵÞ; ð5:10Þ
with ϵ a perturbatively small parameter. Substituting into
the expression (5.1) for the force between the black holes
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and expanding to order ϵ2 we find, after making use of
Eq. (3.10) and its first two derivatives, that

r2F12 ¼ ϵ2e2axP1P2ða2 cosh 2ax − fðxÞf00ðxÞ
− f0ðxÞf000ðxÞÞ þOðϵ3Þ: ð5:11Þ

Thus, the sign of the force is governed by the factor

G ¼ a2 cosh 2ax − fðxÞf00ðxÞ − f0ðxÞf000ðxÞ: ð5:12Þ

By making use of the Eq. (3.10) for fðxÞ, and its derivatives,
one can recast the expression for G into the form

G ¼ −a2 cosh 2axþ f0ðxÞ2 þ f00ðxÞ2: ð5:13Þ

One can also rewrite the expression forG in such as way that
all derivatives of f are eliminated, by making use of (3.10)
and its derivatives. This gives

G ¼ ð1 − a2Þ cosh 2axþ a2sinh22ax
cosh 2ax − fðxÞ2

−
2af sinh 2axffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
cosh 2ax − fðxÞ2

p : ð5:14Þ

If one solves Eq. (3.10) numerically for some specified
value of a, and then substitutes into (5.11) or one of the
expressions for G above, one finds that the force is positive
when a > 1 and negative when a < 1, in accordance with
previous expectations. From the standpoint of numerical
accuracy, it is advantageous to use the expression for G in
Eq. (5.14), where derivatives of the numerically determined
function fðxÞ are not needed.

E. Force inequalities

We conclude this section by mentioning that the force is
constrained to obey certain bounds. Consider the identities

ðf1 � f2Þ2 þ ðf01 � f02Þ2
¼ f21 þ f021 þ f22 þ f022 � 2ðf1f2 þ f01f

0
2Þ

¼ cosh 2ax1 þ cosh 2ax2 � 2ðf1f2 þ f01f
0
2Þ; ð5:15Þ

where we have used Eq. (3.10) in order to obtain the second
line. Thus we see that

− cosh2ax1 − cosh2ax2 ≤ 2ðf1f2 þ f01f
0
2Þ

≤ cosh2ax1 þ cosh2ax2: ð5:16Þ

In consequence, it follows from Eq. (3.16) that the force
F12 between two extremal black holes obeys the bounds

−sinh2
aðx1 − x2Þ

2
≤ F̂12 ≤ cosh2

aðx1 − x2Þ
2

; ð5:17Þ

where we have defined F̂12 to be the positive multiple of the
force F12 given by

r2F12 ¼ 4P1P2eaðx1þx2Þ cosh aðx1 þ x2ÞF̂12: ð5:18Þ

The inequalities are not powerful enough to provide useful
information about the sign of the force, but they do place
constraints on the magnitude of the force as a function of a
and the charges.

VI. BINDING ENERGY

Now that we have seen evidence of a direct connection
between the range of the coupling a and the long distance
nature of the force, we want to examine what happens to the
binding energies in the theory. The naive expectation is that
they should exhibit the same kind of behavior, and indeed
they do. As we will show below, depending on whether
a > 1 or a < 1 the binding energies will be positive or
negative. Moreover, their sign will be correlated with the
convexity or concavity of the surface M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ which
describes the dependence of the mass on the charges.
Consider two extremal EMD black holes, with charges

ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ. We may also consider a “composite”
extremal black hole, with charges ðQ1 þQ2; P1 þ P2Þ, and
then define a notion of binding energy ΔM as the difference
between the mass M̂ of the composite black hole and the
sum of the masses M1 and M2 of the two constituents9:

ΔM ¼ M̂ −M1 −M2: ð6:1Þ

Since we have introduced the function F ðQ;PÞ as giving
the mass of an extremal black hole with charges ðQ;PÞ
[see Eq. (3.1)], we therefore have

ΔM ¼ F ðQ1 þQ2; P1 þ P2Þ − F ðQ1; P1Þ − F ðQ2; P2Þ:
ð6:2Þ

It would seem intuitively reasonable to expect that if the
binding energy ΔM is positive, then it would be energeti-
cally favorable for the composite extremal black hole to
separate into its two component black holes. In other
words, we might expect that if ΔM is positive, then there
should be a repulsive force between the two constituent
black holes with charges ðQ1; P1Þ and ðQ2; P2Þ. On the
other hand, if ΔM is negative, we might expect that there
would be an attractive force between the two constituent
black holes.
To examine the structure of ΔM it turns out to be

convenient to define the two-dimensional energy surface in
R3 with ðx; y; zÞ coordinates ðQ;P;F ðQ;PÞÞ. The sign of
ΔM defined in Eq. (6.2) is then related to the convexity or

9We are assuming for simplicity that the composite state is
extremal. However, it does not have to be.
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concavity of the surface. First, note that the homogeneity
property F ðλQ; λPÞ ¼ λF ðQ;PÞ means that we can
rewrite Eq. (6.2) as

ΔM¼ 2F
�
Q1þQ2

2
;
P1þP2

2

�
−F ðQ1;P1Þ−F ðQ2;P2Þ:

ð6:3Þ

The two extremal black holes with charges ðQ1; P1Þ and
ðQ2; P2Þ define two points on the energy surface, namely

ðQ;P;F ðQ;PÞÞ and ðQ0; P0;F ðQ0; P0ÞÞ: ð6:4Þ

If we draw a straight line in R3 joining these two points, its
midpoint will lie at�

QþQ0

2
;
Pþ P0

2
;
F ðQ;PÞ þ F ðQ0; P0Þ

2

�
ð6:5Þ

in R3, and in general it will not lie on the energy surface.
Now consider the point in R3, which does lie on the two-
dimensional surface, whose coordinates are�

QþQ0

2
;
Pþ P0

2
;F

�
QþQ0

2
;
Pþ P0

2

��
: ð6:6Þ

Since the x and y coordinates of the two points (6.5)
and (6.6) are the same, the two points sit vertically one
above the other.
We can now see that if the energy surface defined by the

equation M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ is convex, then the point (6.6) will
lie above the point (6.5). On the other hand, if the energy
surface is concave, then the point (6.6) will lie below the
point (6.5). In other words, we have

Convex∶ F
�
QþQ0

2
;
PþP0

2

�
>
F ðQ;PÞ þF ðQ0; P; Þ

2
;

Concave∶ F
�
QþQ0

2
;
PþP0

2

�
<
F ðQ;PÞ þF ðQ0; P; Þ

2
:

ð6:7Þ

Thus, from Eq. (6.3), it follows that we have:

Convex∶ ΔM > 0;

Concave∶ ΔM < 0; ð6:8Þ

tying the sign of the binding energy to the shape of the
energy surface.

A. Binding energy for nearly identical
extremal black holes

One can also look at the relation between the sign of the
binding energy and the concavity or convexity of the energy

surface at the infinitesimal level. Consider two extremal
black holes with charges ðQ;PÞ and ðð1þ αÞQ; ð1þ βÞPÞ,
where α and β are infinitesimal. Calculating the binding
energyΔM given in Eq. (6.3), we find, up to quadratic order
in α and β,

ΔM ¼ −
1

4
ðα2Q2

∂
2
Q þ β2P2 þ 2αβQPÞF ðQ;PÞ: ð6:9Þ

Thus again we see that if the energy surface is locally convex
then ΔM is positive, while if the energy surface is locally
concave then ΔM is negative.
If we use Eq. (3.13) to write F ðQ;PÞ in terms of fðxÞ, as

F ðQ;PÞ ¼ ffiffiffi
8

p
PeaxfðxÞ (recalling that Q ¼ e2axP), then

the expression (6.9) for the binding energy becomes

ΔM ¼ Peax

4
ffiffiffi
2

p
a2

ðα − βÞ2½a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ�: ð6:10Þ

Thus, the sign of the binding energy is governed by the sign
of a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ.
Using our expansion in Eq. (4.4) for the case when

a ¼ 1þ ϵ, we see that up to linear order in ϵ

a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ ¼ ϵ

2sinh3x
ðsinh 2x − 2xÞ: ð6:11Þ

Since ðsinh 2x − 2xÞ is positive (negative) when x is
positive (negative), it follows that a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ is pos-
itive when a ¼ 1þ ϵ with ϵ positive, and negative when ϵ
is negative. In other words, at least in the regime where a
is close to 1, the sign of the binding energy is indeed
correlated with the sign of the force between extremal black
holes that we saw previously.
As another check, we can look at the leading-order term

in a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ when x is small, using the expansion for
fðxÞ in Eqs. (4.6) and (4.7). We find

a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ ¼ 1

2
kðk − 1Þ þOðx2Þ; ð6:12Þ

which, since a2 ¼ 1
2
kðkþ 1Þ, shows that in this small-x

regime ΔM is again positive when a > 1 and negative
when a < 1.
To probe the entire parameter space we have to resort to

numerical methods in order to solve for fðxÞ for some
chosen value of a. Our numerical results indicate that
our observations above are robust, i.e. they show that
a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ, and hence the binding energy, is always
positive when a > 1 and negative when a < 1.

B. Binding energy between extremal black holes
with a near to 1

The general expression in Eq. (6.2) for the binding
energy between extremal black holes with charges ðQ1; P1Þ
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and ðQ2; P2Þ becomes, upon using the expression (3.13)
for F ðQ;PÞ in terms of fðxÞ,

ΔMffiffiffi
8

p ¼ ðP1 þ P2Þeax̂fðx̂Þ − P1eax1fðx1Þ − P2eax2fðx2Þ;

ð6:13Þ

where

Q1 ¼ e2ax1P1; Q2 ¼ e2ax2P2;

ðQ1 þQ2Þ ¼ e2ax̂ðP1 þ P2Þ: ð6:14Þ

The parameter x̂ for the composite extremal black holes is
thus determined in terms of P1, P2, x1 and x2 by the
equation

ðe2ax̂ − e2ax1ÞP1 þ ðe2ax̂ − e2ax2ÞP2 ¼ 0: ð6:15Þ

We may assume without loss of generality that x2 < x1.
It then follows from Eq. (6.15) that x̂ must satisfy

x2 < x̂ < x1: ð6:16Þ

Rather than viewing x̂ as a derived quantity after P1, P2, x1
and x2 are specified, we may instead view P1, x1, x̂ and x2,
subject to Eq. (6.16), as the four parameters characterizing
the parameter space of the two extremal black holes. Since
P1 will then be merely an overall multiplicative factor in
the expression for the binding energy, we have just three
nontrivial parameters to consider, namely x1, x̂ and x2,
subject again to (6.16).
Now, let us consider the situation where a is close to 1,

so as before we write a ¼ 1þ ϵ. To linear order in ϵ, the
function fðxÞ is given by Eq. (4.4). We then find that to
linear order in ϵ, the binding energy given in Eq. (6.13)
becomes

ΔM ¼ ϵP1eax1Wffiffiffi
8

p
sinh x1 sinh x2 sinh x̂ sinhðx̂ − x2Þ

; ð6:17Þ

where

Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ¼ ðx̂ − x2Þ sinh 2x1 þ ðx1 − x̂Þ sinh 2x2
þ x2 sinh 2ðx1 − x̂Þ þ x1 sinh 2ðx̂ − x2Þ
− x̂ sinh 2ðx1 − x2Þ − ðx1 − x2Þ sinh 2x̂:

ð6:18Þ

It can easily be verified numerically, by testing numerous
random choices for triples ðx1; x̂; x2Þ obeying the inequality
(6.16), that the coefficient of ϵ in Eq. (6.17) is indeed
always positive. This indicates that the binding energy is
positive when ϵ > 0 and negative when ϵ < 0.

We have also constructed an analytical proof of the
positivity of the coefficient of ϵ in Eq. (6.17). Since
the proof is a little intricate, we have relegated it to
Appendix B.

VII. A TWO-DIMENSIONAL PICTURE

Next, we would like to examine in some more detail the
connection between the shape of the energy surface and the
sign of the binding energy, which we mentioned in (6.8).
Owing to the homogeneity F ðλQ; λPÞ ¼ λF ðQ;PÞ of the
mass function, another way to picture the properties of
the energy surface is divide out the equationM ¼ F ðQ;PÞ
by M and hence obtain

F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1; where u ¼ Q
M

; v ¼ P
M

: ð7:1Þ

The shape of the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 in the ðu; vÞ plane
captures the characteristics of the energy surface. From
the expressionsM ¼ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

8QP
p

fðxÞ andQ ¼ Pe2ax in Sec. III
we see that the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 can be written para-
metrically as

uðxÞ ¼ eaxffiffiffi
8

p
fðxÞ ; vðxÞ ¼ e−axffiffiffi

8
p

fðxÞ : ð7:2Þ

In the positive quadrant that we are considering, the
F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 curves run from a point on the positive v
axis (corresponding to x ¼ −∞) to a point on the u axis
(corresponding to x ¼ þ∞).
As can be seen in the examples plotted in Appendix A,

the F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 curves are concave if a > 1 and convex if
a < 1. Note that when the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 is concave,
the energy surface M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ is convex, and vice
versa. This is just an inherent feature of the two different
but equivalent ways of characterizing the same informa-
tion contained in the mass function F ðQ;PÞ. This may be
seen explicitly as follows:
Consider first the case where the energy surface is

convex, which means that ΔM > 0 [see Eq. (6.8)]. By
Eq. (6.2), this means that

ΔM¼F ðQ1þQ2;P1þP2Þ−F ðQ1;P1Þ−F ðQ2;P2Þ>0:

ð7:3Þ

Since F ðQ1; P1Þ ¼ M1 and F ðQ2; P2Þ ¼ M2, it follows
that

ΔM ¼ ðM1 þM2Þ
�
F
�
Q1 þQ2

M1 þM2

;
P1 þ P2

M1 þM2

�
− 1

�
> 0;

ð7:4Þ
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wherewe have used the homogeneity propertyF ðλQ; λPÞ ¼
λF ðQ;PÞ. The points ðu1; v1Þ and ðu2; v2Þ in the ðu; vÞplane
lie on the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1, where

u1¼
Q1

M1

; v1¼
P1

M1

; u2¼
Q2

M2

; v2¼
P2

M2

: ð7:5Þ

Now define the point ðū; v̄Þ, where

ū ¼ Q1 þQ2

M1 þM2

; v̄ ¼ P1 þ P2

M1 þM2

: ð7:6Þ

This point lies on the straight line joining ðu1; v1Þ to ðu2; v2Þ,
since it is of the form

ðū; v̄Þ ¼ ðu1; v1Þ þ λðu2 − u1; v2 − v1Þ ð7:7Þ
with

λ ¼ M2

M1 þM2

: ð7:8Þ

Since Eq. (7.8) implies that λ lies somewhere between 0
and1, it follows that thepoint ðū; v̄Þmust liebetween ðu1; v1Þ
and ðu2; v2Þ. It follows from Eq. (7.4) and the definitions
(7.6) that whenΔM > 0wemust haveF ðū; v̄Þ > 1. In other
words, the point ðū; v̄Þ in the ðu; vÞ plane lies outside the
curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1.10 That is to say, the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1
must be concave.
In summary, we have shown that if the energy surface is

convex then the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 is concave. Of course
the converse is true also.
Finally, using the standard formula for the radius of

curvature of a parametric curve ðuðxÞ; vðxÞÞ, namely

K ¼ u0v00 − v0u00

ðu02 þ v02Þ3=2 ; ð7:9Þ

we see from (7.2) that here

u0v00 − v0u00 ¼ 2a
f3ðxÞ ða

2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞÞ: ð7:10Þ

The radius of curvature K is therefore a positive quantity
multiplied by Eq. (7.10). Thus the sign of a2f − f00
provides the criterion for determining the convexity or
concavity at each point along the curve. As is to be
expected from our previous discussions of convexity and
the sign of the binding energy, the quantity a2f − f00 is the
same one that governed the sign of the binding energy in
Eq. (6.10). Thus, we see a direct correlation between the
range of the coupling a (larger or smaller than one) and the
curvature of the energy surface.

VIII. CONCLUSIONS

One way in which gravity being weak affects low energy
EFTs is through the behavior of long range interactions in the
theory. The latter can also be mediated by moduli—massless
scalars fieldswith vanishing potentials—which are ubiquitous
in string theories. Thus, despite their simplicity, long range
forces can potentially carry useful information about quantum
gravity signatures on low energy physics. This observation
was one of themotivations behind the RFC. However, thus far
essentially all of theworkonprobing long range interactions in
the context of the Swampland program has been restricted to
self-forces. It is natural to wonder if interactions between
nonidentical states can teach us new lessons, beyondwhat can
be accessed by inspecting self-forces.
In this paper, motivated by the results of [8], we have

examined long range forces and binding energies between
nonidentical static extremal dyonic black hole solutions to
the simple EMD model (1.1). These solutions are known
explicitly only for three special values of the dilaton
coupling constant, namely a ¼ 0, a ¼ 1 and a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

.
For generic values of a the black hole solutions can only
be obtained numerically. Although in principle the extremal
black hole mass and the scalar charge must be determined
purely in terms of the electric and magnetic charges, it
would be very laborious to explore the parameter space of
the solutions, in order then to calculate the force between
two black holes, by such numerical methods.
A key result in this paper is that we were able to find the

simple first-order ordinary differential equation (3.10) for a
function fðxÞ, from which the mass and scalar charge can
then be calculated. Although we have not been able to find
the explicit solution to this equation (except at a ¼ 1 and
a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

), it is very easy to solve it numerically, performing
just one numerical integration for any chosen value of a.
Having obtained the numerical solution for the chosen
value of a, all information about the mass and the scalar
charge is then accessible. In various special cases, such as
when the ratio ofQ to P is very large or very small, or when
Q is very close to P, or when the dilaton coupling a is very
near to 1, one can solve for fðxÞ by perturbation methods.
We were then able to identify a number of novel features

in the behavior of the mass function, and the force between
nonidentical extremal black holes. First of all, the range of
a determines the shape of the surface relating the extremal
mass of each black hole solution to its electric and magnetic
charges, M ¼ F ðQ;PÞ. In particular,

a > 1 ⇒ M is convex ð8:1Þ

a < 1 ⇒ M is concave: ð8:2Þ

Moreover, the sign of the long range force between distinct
extremal black holes is also correlated with the range of the
coupling, meaning that

10Note that because of the homogeneity of the function
F ðu; vÞ, the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ k is a scaled version of the curve
F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1, with the points ðu; vÞ on the curve scaled to
ðku; kvÞ.
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a > 1 ⇒ repulsive force ð8:3Þ

a < 1 ⇒ attractive force; ð8:4Þ

with the borderline case a ¼ 1, for which the correspond-
ing dyonic black holes are BPS, always giving a vanishing
force. Finally, as naively expected, the sign of the binding
energy ΔM is correlated with the behavior of the long-
range force.
A caveat of our discussion about the binding energy is

that our analysis assumes—for simplicity—that both the
initial and final states are extremal black holes. This, of
course, does not have to be the case. Indeed, the naive
correlation between the long distance force and the ability
to form bound states might cease to exist if the final states
are nonextremal. It would be interesting to better under-
stand this case, and what the implications of an attractive or
repulsive force would be in that case.
A natural question is whether our results can be con-

nected with the RFC—especially its strongest formulation,
in terms of strongly self-repulsive states. It is interesting
that our results indicate that in the EMD theory with a < 1,
all extremal dyonic black holes attract all other such
solutions (assuming they carry different charges). This
statement in itself is compatible with the RFC which, after
all, does not require strongly self-repulsive multiparticle
states to be black holes. However, it does raise the question
of whether there is a more fundamental distinction between
theories with a > 1 or a < 1, and if so, what is its origin.
Independently of the RFC, it would be valuable to identify
sharp criteria for the existence or absence of bound states.
A more detailed understanding of binding energies and
bound states is not only relevant to flat space but also
to anti–de Sitter space, where the concept of repulsive
forces needs to be expressed in an entirely different way
(see e.g. [19–21]). We wonder if some of the features we
have identified have an analog description in anti–de Sitter,
and how they may be encoded in the dual CFT. We would
like to return to these questions in the future.
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APPENDIX A: NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this appendix, we collect a few representative plots
constructed by first obtaining numerically-integrated

FIG. 1. The function fðxÞ, calculated numerically for a ¼ 1
2
.

FIG. 2. Plots of F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 for a ¼ 1
2
(convex); a ¼ 1 (flat);

a ¼ ffiffiffi
3

p
(concave); and a ¼ 3 (concave, outside the a ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

curve). Note that the endpoints of the curves occur at
u ¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ a2

p
, v ¼ 0 when x ¼ ∞ and u ¼ 0, v ¼ 1

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ a2

p

when x ¼ −∞. All the curves pass through the point u ¼ v ¼ 1ffiffi
2

p

when x ¼ 0, which corresponds to the Q ¼ P dyonic Reissner-
Nordström solution for all values of a.

MASS AND FORCE RELATIONS FOR … PHYS. REV. D 107, 126023 (2023)

126023-13



solutions of Eq. (3.10) for the function fðxÞ, for some
representative values of the dilaton coupling a.
First, in Fig. 1, we give a plot of fðxÞ for an example

value of a. Since the function fðxÞ looks broadly similar for
all values of a it is not particularly instructive to display it
for different values. We have chosen to plot it for a ¼ 1

2
.

Figure 2 is a plot of the curves F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1 for
representative choices of the dilaton coupling a, where
u ¼ Q=M and v ¼ P=M. The curves were obtained by
solving Eq. (3.10) numerically for the various choices of a
and then plotting the parametric curve ðuðxÞ; vðxÞÞ as given
by Eq. (7.2).
In Fig. 3, we plot the function a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ for a

couple of values of a. The sign of this governs the sign of
the radius of curvature of the curve F ðu; vÞ ¼ 1.

APPENDIX B: POSITIVITY PROOFS FOR
BINDING ENERGY NEAR a = 1

Here we establish some results for the positivity of the
coefficient of ϵ in Eq. (6.17). Recall that, as discussed in
Sec. VI B, the parameter space of the charges ðQ1; P1Þ and
ðQ2; P2Þ of the two extremal black holes in this discussion
can, without loss of generality, be fully characterized by
the three nontrivial parameters x1, x̂ and x2 subject to the
condition (6.16), i.e. x2 ≤ x̂ ≤ x1, together with the charge
P1, which just enters the expression for the binding energy
as an overall scaling factor. (See Eqs. (6.14) for the
definitions of x1, x̂ and x2 in terms of the charges.)
Taking into account the signs of the sinh denominators in

Eq. (6.17), it can be seen that the propositions that we wish
to establish are as follows:
(1) If 0 ≤ x2 ≤ x1 then Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ≥ 0.
(2) If x2 ≤ 0 ≤ x1 then Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ≥ 0 if x2 ≤ x̂ ≤ 0

and Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ≤ 0 if 0 ≤ x̂ ≤ x1.
(3) If x2 ≤ x1 ≤ 0 then Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ≤ 0.
The strategy that we shall follow in order to establish

these properties of the function Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ is to think
first of fixed endpoints x1 and x2, with x2 ≤ x1, and then
allow x̂ to range in the interval between the endpoints. An
important feature of the function Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ, defined in

Eq. (6.18), is that although it depends on x1, x̂ and x2 both
as arguments of hyperbolic functions and with linear
dependence as prefactors, it has the property that after
differentiating with respect to any of x1, x̂ or x2, the
resulting function has dependence on that coordinate only
as an argument in hyperbolic functions. This will mean that
we can easily and explicitly solve for the locations of
stationary points of Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ.
To establish proposition 1, we first note thatWðx1; x̂; x2Þ,

defined in Eq. (6.18), vanishes when x̂ ¼ x2 or x̂ ¼ x1.
Next, viewing Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ as a function of x̂, we look for
the values of x̂ for which d

dx̂ Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ¼ 0. This gives a

quadratic equation for d̂≡ e2x̂:

d̂2ðx1 − x2 þ x2e−2x1 − x1e−2x2Þ
− 4d̂ sinh x1 sinh x2 sinhðx1 − x2Þ
þ x1 − x2 þ x2e2x1 − x1e2x2 ¼ 0: ðB1Þ

It can easily be verified that only one for the two roots for d̂
corresponds to a value of x̂ that lies inside the interval
x2 ≤ x̂ ≤ x1. Thus we know that Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ, viewed as a
function of x̂, vanishes at x̂ ¼ x2 and x̂ ¼ x1, and it has just
one stationary point in the interval x2 ≤ x̂ ≤ x1. It remains
only to establish whetherWðx1; x̂; x2Þ increases from 0 to a
positive maximum and then decreases to 0 again as x̂ ranges
from x2 to x1, or whether instead it decreases from 0 to a
negative minimum and then increases to 0 again. This
question can be settled by looking at the sign of
H2ðx1; x2Þ≡ d

dx̂Wðx1; x̂; x2Þjx̂¼x2 .
Viewing H2ðx1; x2Þ as a function of x1 ≥ x2 with x2 held

fixed, its can be seen that H2ðx1; x2Þ vanishes when
x1 ¼ x2, and that d

dx1
H2ðx1; x2Þ has two zeros, when

e2x1 ¼ e2x2 ; and e2x1 ¼
�
1 −

2ðsinh 2x1 − 2x1Þ
e2x2 − 1 − 2x2

�
e2x2 :

ðB2Þ
The first root lies at x1 ¼ x2, while the second occurs for
x1 < x2, which lies outside the range x2 ≤ x1 that we are

FIG. 3. The function a2fðxÞ − f00ðxÞ plotted for a ¼ 1
2
(left-hand figure) and a ¼ 2 (right-hand figure). These illustrate the fact that this

function is negative for a value of a < 1, and positive for a value of a > 1. From Eq. (7.10) this shows that the curve is convex for a ¼ 1
2

and concave for a ¼ 2.
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considering. With H2ðx1; x2Þ and d
dx1

H2ðx1; x2Þ both van-
ishing at x1 ¼ x2 we turn to the second derivative, finding

d2

dx21
H2ðx1; x2Þ

���
x1¼x2

¼ 4ðsinh 2x2 − 2x2Þ: ðB3Þ

Since x2 is assumed to be non-negative this implies that
the second derivative is non-negative, and therefore since
H2ðx1; x2Þ has no turning points for x1 > x2, it follows that
we must have

H2ðx1; x2Þ ≥ 0 for x1 ≥ x2: ðB4Þ

Consequently, we have shown that when 0 ≤ x2 ≤ x1,
the function Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ obeys

Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ > 0 for x2 < x̂ < x1; ðB5Þ

with Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ being equal to zero for x̂ ¼ x2 and
x̂ ¼ x1. This completes the proof of proposition 1.
To establish proposition 2, which is for the case

where x2 ≤ 0 ≤ x1, we note that Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ vanishes
when x̂ ¼ x2, when x̂ ¼ x1, and when x̂ ¼ 0. Since, as
we showed previously, d

dx̂Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ vanishes at just two
values of ĥ, it must therefore be that one of these roots
lies in the range x2 < x̂ < 0 and the other in the range
0 < x̂ < x1. This means that one possibility is that
Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ increases from 0 at x̂ ¼ x2, then falls to 0
again at x̂ ¼ 0, and then decreases as x̂ becomes positive,
before rising to zero again as x̂ reaches x1. The other
possibility is that Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ decreases from 0 at x̂ ¼ x2,
then rises to 0 again at x̂ ¼ 0, and then increases as x̂
becomes positive, before falling to zero again as x̂ reaches
x1. To settle which of these occurs, we can examine the sign
of d

dx̂Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ at x̂ ¼ 0.
Defining H0ðx1; x2Þ ¼ d

dx̂Wðx1; x̂; x2Þjx̂¼0, it can be seen
that d

dx1
H0ðx1; x2Þ ¼ 0 at two values of x1, namely where

e2x1 ¼ 1; and e2x1 ¼ e2x2 − 1 − 2x2
e−2x2 − 1þ 2x2

: ðB6Þ

Writing x2, which by assumption is negative here, as
x2 ¼ − 1

2
p where p > 0, we see that the second root is at

e2x1 ¼ e−p − 1þp
ep − 1−p

¼
1
2
p2 − 1

6
p3 þ 1

24
p4 þ � � �

1
2
p2 þ 1

6
p3 þ 1

24
p4 þ � � �< 1; ðB7Þ

and therefore this root occurs for x1 < 0, which is outside
the assume range x1 > 0. Thus the function H0ðx1; x2Þ,
viewed as a function of x1, has no turning points in the
range x1 > 0.
With H0ðx1; x2Þ and d

dx1
H0ðx1; x2Þ both vanishing at

x1 ¼ 0, we calculate the second derivative, finding

d2

dx21
H0ðx1; x2Þ

���
x1¼0

¼ 4ðsinh 2x2 − 2x2Þ; ðB8Þ

which is negative since x2 is assumed to be negative
here. Therefore since H0ðx1; x2Þ has no turning points
when x1 is positive, it follows that H0ðx1; x2Þ is negative
for all x1 > 0. Thus we have shown that the sign of
d
dx̂Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ is negative when x̂ ¼ 0. By the earlier
argument, we therefore have that in this x2 < 0 < x1 case
under discussion,

Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ > 0 when x2 < x̂ < 0;

Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ < 0 when 0 < x̂ < x1: ðB9Þ

This completes the proof of proposition 2.
Finally, to establish proposition 3 we note that the

functionWðx1; x̂;x2Þ has the symmetryWð−x2;−x̂;−x1Þ ¼
−Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ. Therefore having already established in
proposition 1 that when 0 ≤ x2 < x̂ ≤ x1 it must be that
Wðx1; x̂; x2Þ ≥ 0, it immediately follows that when
x2 ≤ x̂ ≤ x1 ≤ 0 it must be that Wðx2; x̂; x1Þ ≤ 0. This
proves proposition 3.
In summary, the results above provide a general proof

that the binding energy ΔM defined by Eq. (6.1) is positive
when the dilaton coupling is of the form a ¼ 1þ ϵ and ϵ is
small and positive, and ΔM is negative when ϵ is small and
negative.
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