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We study the quantum vacuum zero point energy in the Schwarzschild black hole as well as in the Nariai
limit of the de Sitter–Schwarzschild backgrounds. We show that the regularized vacuum energy density
near the black hole and also in the Nariai setup match exactly with the corresponding value in the flat
background, scaling with the fourth power of the mass of the quantum field. The horizon radius of the de
Sitter (dS) space created from the vacuum zero point energy introduces a new length scale which should be
compared with the black hole horizon radius. There is an upper limiting mass for the black hole immersed
in the vacuum zero point energy which is determined by the mass of the Nariai metric associated to the dS
background constructed from zero point energy. We calculate the variance in the distribution of the vacuum
zero point energy and the density contrast and show that it develops strong inhomogeneities on subhorizon
scales.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The cosmological constant problem is a deep puzzle in
theoretical cosmology. There have been numerous propos-
als for its resolution but none seems convincing [1–5]. On
the other hand, the ΛCDM model has emerged as the
Standard Model of cosmology, very successful in describ-
ing the dynamics and the evolution history of the cosmos
with about six free parameters [6,7]. Among unknown
ingredients of the ΛCDM is the nature of dark energy
which is taken to be just a constant term, the cosmological
constant Λ, which seems to be the simplest and most
economic choice. In this view, the cosmological constant
problem has acquired a more direct relevance in physical
cosmology.
To be more specific, there are actually two cosmological

constant problems. The old cosmological constant problem
is why the vacuum zero point energy density is not so large.
Based on simple arguments, one may expect the scale of
vacuum energy density ρv to be at the order M4

UV in which
MUV is a UV cutoff of high-energy physics. If one takes
MUV ∼MP ∼ 1018 GeV, then there is a factor 10120 mis-
match between the theoretical prediction and the observed
value ρΛ ∼ 10−2 eV. The new cosmological constant prob-
lem is why ρΛ becomes comparable to the matter energy
density at the current epoch in cosmic expansion history, at
redshift z ∼ 0.3.
The cosmological constant problem was revisited

recently in Ref. [8] with the emphasis on the role of

(anti–)de Sitter [(A)dS] horizon associated to the vacuum
zero point energy. It was argued that if the vacuum energy
density is the sole distribution of energy, then the spacetime
filled with the vacuum zero point energy is unstable to
quantum perturbations. More specifically, the variance in
the distribution of the vacuum energy density δρ was
calculated and it was demonstrated that the density contrast
associated to the zero point energy is at the order unity,
δρ=hρvi ∼ 1 indicating strong inhomogeneities in space-
time. This conclusion was supported by the fact that the dS
horizon of the vacuum energy density associated to a heavy
quantum field of mass m is vastly smaller than the Hubble
radius of the background Friedmann-Lemaître-Robertson-
Walker (FLRW) universe. Therefore, one cannot expect to
cover the entire cosmic background by too many uncorre-
lated tiny dS patches. It was argued that in order to prevent
the strong inhomogeneities of zero point energy from
destroying the background FLRW cosmology, one always
requires a dominant classical source of energy density in
the form of matter or radiation. As the Universe expands
and its horizon size increases, the dS patches of the heavy
fields enter the horizon and generate strong inhomogene-
ities on sub-Hubble scales.
In this work we extend the analysis of Ref. [8] to the

black hole backgrounds and calculate the vacuum zero
point energy and its variance. This is a well-motivated
question. Black holes play important roles in the develop-
ments of theoretical physics and on the understanding of
quantum gravity. During the past decades astronomers have
suggested the existence of massive and supermassive black
holes at the center of typical galaxies. In addition, the recent*firouz@ipm.ir
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detection of gravitational waves by the LIGO/Virgo/
Advanced Virgo Collaboration team [9,10] from the
merging of binary astrophysical black holes have left no
doubt on the reality of black holes in nature. So it is natural
to study the vacuum zero point energy in a black hole
background and examine if the conclusions reached in
Ref. [8] hold true in a black hole background as well.

II. PRELIMINARIES

In this section we briefly review the standard analysis of
calculating the vacuum zero point energy in connection to
the cosmological constant problem which will be extended
to the black hole backgrounds.

A. The cosmological constant problem

As in the old cosmological constant problem, the
trouble starts with the fact that the vacuum zero point
energy cannot be neglected in the presence of gravity. If
one starts from a classical value of cosmological con-
stant, then one cannot ignore the contributions from the
vacuum quantum fluctuations. The latter’s contributions
are typically too large that either a severe fine-tuning or
some fundamental symmetry principle are required to
bring the effective values of the cosmological constant to
its observed value.
To be specific, here we only consider a real scalar field

with the mass m but all physical conclusions can be
extended to other fundamental fields such as fermions or
vector bosons (gauge fields). To simplify the analysis we
assume a free field with no interactions. The action of this
quantum field in a curved background is given by

S ¼
Z

d4x
ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p �
−
1

2
∂
μΦ∂μΦ −

1

2
m2Φ2

�
; ð1Þ

while the energy momentum tensor Tμν has the following
form:

Tμν ¼ ∂μΦ∂νΦ − gμν

�
1

2
∂
αΦ∂αΦþm2

2
Φ2

�
: ð2Þ

Based on local Lorentz invariance and equivalence prin-
ciple we expect that the vacuum expectation value hTμνi to
be proportional to the metric tensor:

hTμνi ¼ −hρigμν; ð3Þ

in which hρi is interpreted as the vacuum zero point energy
density. Correspondingly, the vacuum pressure is expected
to be hpi ¼ −hρi.
In the conventional approach in dealing with the cos-

mological constant problem one imposes a hard momentum
cutoff to regularize the UV divergence. As is well known
in the literature, this violates the Lorentz invariance

[5,11–14]. More specifically the vacuum zero point energy
density is given by

hρvi ¼
1

2

Z
d3k
ð2πÞ3 ωðkÞ; ð4Þ

in which ωðkÞ≡ ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2 þm2

p
. The above integral is UV

divergent so to read off the physical result it should be
regularized. If one naively imposes the hard momentum
cutoff 0 ≤ k ≤ MUV, then one obtains the usually quoted
results that hρvi ∼M4

UV. However, the hard momentum
cutoff violates the underlying symmetry governing the
system, i.e., the Lorentz invariance. Furthermore, it predicts
a wrong equation of states so the expected results hpvi ¼
−hρvi cannot be obtained for the vacuum pressure. One can
bypass these difficulties by adding noninvariant counter-
terms in the corresponding regularization scheme.
Alternatively, one can employ a regularization scheme
which is consistent with the underlying symmetry from
the start. Using the standard dimensional regularization
scheme, one actually obtains [5,11,12]

hρvi ¼ −hpvi ¼ s
m4

64π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
; ð5Þ

in which μ is the renormalization scale. Here s is the degree
of polarization in which for a real scalar field s ¼ 1, for a
Dirac fermion field s ¼ −4 while for a massive vector
field s ¼ 3.
Some notable conclusions from the above formula is that

the vacuum energy density scales with the fourth power of
the mass of the quantum field. Second, massless fields such
as gravitons, gluons and photons do not contribute to the
vacuum energy density. Finally, depending on the energy
scale of interest (i.e., μ) and the spin of the field, the
vacuum energy density can be either positive (dS) or
negative (AdS).
The dS space associated with the vacuum energy density

Eq. (5) has the expansion rateHðmÞ ∼ m2

MP
and Hubble radius

H−1
ðmÞ. For example, for the electron field with the mass

me ∼MeV the dS horizon is at the order H−1
ðmeÞ ∼ 109m. If

electron is the field responsible for the observed cosmo-
logical constant at the present time with the Hubble radius
H−1

0 , we need as many as ðH−1
0 =H−1

ðmeÞÞ3 ∼ 1051 indepen-

dent patches with the size H−1
ðmeÞ to cover the cosmos. This

is unrealistic because the dS patches are expected to be
uncorrelated as they are created quantum mechanically.
Considering fields heavier than an electron the situation
worsens as the ratio H−1

0 =H−1
ðmÞ becomes much larger.

Specifically, for a field of mass m the number of indepen-
dent patches to cover the background cosmos is

Npatches ∼
�
HðmÞ
H0

�
3

∼
�

m
10−2 eV

�
6

: ð6Þ
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Curiously we see for the neutrino with the mass at the order
10−2 eV we need only one patch to cover the entire cosmos.
This suggests that the neutrino field may be behind the
observed value of dark energy ρΛ ∼ ð10−2Þ3 eV [8]. Note
that the neutrino is a fermion and its energy density has
opposite sign compared to that of a boson. However, as
discussed below Eq. (5), the sign of hρvi depends on the
ratio m=μ and the polarization factor s so if we take
μ > mν, then the contribution of the neutrino to the vacuum
energy density is positive.
Of course the important question is if the heavy fields

cannot contribute to the observed dark energy, then what
roles in cosmology will they play? Obviously one cannot
ignore the large energy density ∼m4 for a heavy field of
mass m. To answer this question, it was argued in Ref. [8]
that one should look at the variance of the statistical
distribution of the zero point energy. In other words, ρ
is a statistical field with an unknown statistical distribution
with the mean value hρvi given by Eq. (5). Like in all
physical systems, one needs information beyond the mean
value of a statistical field to examine the distribution of the
field. More specifically, we need the variance δρ2 ≡ hρ2i −
hρi2 to properly understand the physical property of the
vacuum zero point energy.
The variance of the vacuum zero point energy was

calculated in Ref. [8]. For the case of a real scalar field
it was demonstrated that

δρv
hρvi

¼ �
ffiffiffiffiffi
10

p
: ð7Þ

This suggests that the background constructed purely from
the vacuum zero point energy is highly inhomogeneous in
which the local regions inside each patch may collapse to
black holes. We comment that the conclusion that the
spacetime created from the vacuum zero point energy to be
highly inhomogeneous was also reached in a series of
papers [15–18] where it was concluded that a uniform
cosmological constant cannot cover the large-scale space-
time and the local spacetime is very inhomogeneous as in
Wheeler’s spacetime foam.
However, now consider the total energy density ρT ≡

ρv þ ρF in which ρF represents the classical energy density
from the FLRW sources such as radiation and matter. Then
performing the variance analysis we obtain

δρT
hρTi

¼ δρv
ρF þ hρvi

¼ �
ffiffiffiffiffi
10

p hρvi
ρF þ hρvi

: ð8Þ

Now demanding the total density contrast to be small,
j δρThρT i j < 1, we obtain hρvi≲ ρF

2
. This suggests that while

the heavy fields have large energy density at the same
time they produce too many inhomogeneities on the sub-
Hubble scale. To be consistent with the requirement of
having a stable cosmological background, the sub-Hubble

inhomogeneities generated by heavy fields may collapse to
black holes which may resolve the mystery of the origin of
dark matter as well.

B. The black hole background

Our goal in this work is to extend the above-mentioned
results to the case of the black hole background; see also
[5,19–23] who studied the zero point energy in a curved
background as well. It was shown in Ref. [5] that Eq. (5),
obtained in the flat background, does hold in a general
curved background as well. This is physically expected
since the vacuum energy density is a very local property.
Based on the equivalence principle, any curved background
is locally like a flat spacetime so Eq. (5) is expected to hold
in a curved background as well. Having said this, however,
it is a nontrivial exercise to verify this conclusion explicitly
in a black hole background. One important reason is that
the black hole has an event horizon which separates the
singularity from an outside observer. Consequently, the
notion of vacuum is a nontrivial question in this curved
background. The vacuum defined by an observer in a nearly
flat region far from the black hole is different than the
vacuum for an observer near the event horizon. This is the
main reason behind the phenomena of Hawking radiation
[24]. Therefore, it is worth calculating the vacuum zero
point energy in a black hole background and examining
the physical consequences. One important physical effect
is that now we have two competing horizon scales: the
black hole event horizon and the horizon radius of
(A)dS space associated with the vacuum energy density,
H−1

ðmÞ ∼MP=m2. As we shall see, nontrivial effects emerge

when these two horizon scales become comparable, parallel
to the results obtained in Ref. [8] in an FLRW background.
To simplify the analysis we consider the Schwarzschild

black hole with the metric

ds2 ¼ −
�
1 −

2GM
r

�
dt2 þ dr2

ð1 − 2GM
r Þ þ r2dΩ2; ð9Þ

in which G is the Newton constant, M is the mass of the
black hole as measured by an observer at infinity, t is the
time coordinate for the exterior region, r is the radial
coordinate and dΩ2 ¼ dθ2 þ sinðθÞ2dϕ2 is the angular part
of the metric represented by a two-sphere. To simplify the
notation, we denote the angular coordinates collectively by
ya for a ¼ fθ;ϕg with the metric γab ¼ diagð1; sinðθÞ2Þ.
Exploiting the rotational symmetry of the angular

directions, we can expand the quantum field Φ in terms
of the spherical harmonics Ylqðθ;ϕÞ as follows1:

1We use the notation Ylq in place of the conventional notation
Ylm of the spherical harmonics in order not to confuse the
azimuthal label m with the mass of the quantum field.
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Φ ¼ 1

r

X∞
l¼0

Xl
q¼−l

ZlqYlqðθ;ϕÞ; ð10Þ

in which Zlq will play the role of the quantum mode
operator. Also note that we have pulled out a factor 1=r
such that Zlq will be the canonically normalized field as we
shall see below. The spherical harmonics satisfy the
following relations which will be used frequently in our
following analysis:

Ylqðθ;ϕÞ� ¼ ð−1ÞqYl−qðθ;ϕÞ;
Xl
q¼−l

jYlqðθ;ϕÞj2 ¼
2lþ 1

4π
; ð11Þ

with the normalization condition

Z
dΩYlqðθ;ϕÞY�

l0q0 ðθ;ϕÞ ¼ δll0δqq0 : ð12Þ

The reality condition of Φ, Φ ¼ Φ�, requires that
Z�
lq ¼ ð−1ÞqZl−q.

Now defining the tortoise coordinate dr� ¼ dr
ð1−2GM

r Þ, the

action of the scalar field takes the following canonical
form:

S ¼ 1

2

Z
dtdr�

X
l

����� ∂Zlq

∂t

����
2

−
���� ∂Zlq

∂r�

����
2

−
�
1 −

2GM
r

��
m2 þ lðlþ 1Þ

r2
þ 2GM

r3

�
jZlqj2

�
:

ð13Þ
From the above action one obtains the standard Regge-
Wheeler perturbation equation

∂
2
r�Zlq − ∂

2
t Zlq −

�
1 −

2GM
r

�

×

�
m2 þ lðlþ 1Þ

r2
þ 2GM

r3

�
Zlq ¼ 0: ð14Þ

As the time coordinate enjoys the translation invariance we
can take Zlq ∝ e−iωt yielding the following Schrodinger-
like equation:

∂
2
r�Zlq þ ðω2 − VeffÞZlq ¼ 0; ð15Þ

with the effective potential

Veff ¼
�
1 −

2GM
r

��
m2 þ lðlþ 1Þ

r2
þ 2GM

r3

�
: ð16Þ

Unfortunately the above equation cannot be solved ana-
lytically to obtain the mode function. Therefore, we solve

for the mode function in two extreme regimes, near the
horizon region r ≃ 2GM and for the region far from the
black hole, r ≫ 2GM.

III. ZERO POINT ENERGY NEAR HORIZON

Here we calculate the vacuum zero point energy near the
horizon region r ≃ rS with rS ≡ 2GM representing the
Schwarzschild radius of the black hole.
As is well known the ðt; rÞ coordinate fails to cover the

entire black hole manifold. Specifically, near the horizon
the ðt; rÞ coordinate is singular and one cannot use it to
perform physically meaningful analysis. Instead, we can
use the Kruskal coordinate ðT; RÞ which covers the entire
manifold and is regular on the surface of event horizon.
Going to Kruskal coordinate, the metric (9) takes the

following form:

ds2 ¼ 32G3M3

r
e−r=2GMð−dT2 þ dR2Þ þ r2dΩ2 ð17Þ

in which ðT; RÞ coordinate is related to the original
coordinate ðt; rÞ via

T2 − R2 ¼ er=2GM
�
1 −

r
2GM

�
; ð18Þ

and

T
R
¼ tanh

�
t

4GM

�
: ð19Þ

The good thing about the ðT; RÞ coordinate is that it is
nonsingular near the horizon while the metric is confor-
mally flat.
Near horizon the metric (17) takes the locally flat form

ds2ðr → rSÞ ¼ −dτ2 þ dx2 þ r2SdΩ2 ð20Þ

in which ðτ; xÞ are the local Cartesian coordinates which are
simply related to the ðT; RÞ coordinate near r ¼ rS by the
simple rescaling ðτ; xÞ ¼ 4GMe−1=2ðT; RÞ. Now the metric
(20) is flat with the structure of R2 × S2 in which the
angular parts of the manifold are restricted to a two-sphere
of radius rS. Since the spacetime near horizon is locally flat,
then one logically expects that the vacuum zero point
energy to agree with its flat value. Here we demonstrate it
explicitly. However, the crucial point is that the vacuum
defined for the locally inertial observer near the horizon is
the vacuum associated to the Kruskal coordinate denoted
by j0iK. This vacuum is different than the vacuum
employed by an observer for regions far from the black
hole. The difference in the notion of vacuum as measured
by these two observers is the main reason behind the
Hawking radiation [24]. Correspondingly the physical
vacuum zero point energy near the horizon is the one
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measured by the Kruskal observer (i.e., the locally inertial
observer). To prevent confusion, we denote the expectation
value of the zero point energy as measured by the Kruskal
observer by hρviK.
Using the decomposition (10) the action in the ðτ; xÞ

coordinate takes the following simple form:

S ¼ 1

2

Z
dτdx

X
lq

����� ∂Zlq

∂τ

����
2

−
���� ∂Zlq

∂x

����
2

−ml
2jZlqj2

�
; ð21Þ

in which ml is the effective mass given by ml
2 ≡m2 þ

lðlþ1Þ
r2S

which appears because the angular parts of the

manifold are confined on a two-sphere of radius rS.
Correspondingly, the mode function satisfies the following
simple equation:

∂
2
τZlq − ∂

2
xZlq þml

2Zlq ¼ 0: ð22Þ

Now expanding Zlq ∝ e−iωlτþikx we have the relation

ωl ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2 þml

2
p

for the positive frequency mode.
To quantize the system, we expand the mode function in

terms of the annihilation and creation operators almk and
almk

† which satisfies the following commutation relations:

½alqk ; al
0q0

k0
†� ¼ δll0δqq0δðk − k0Þ: ð23Þ

Note that since we have a two-dimensional quantum field
[as represented by the action (21)] spanned by the coor-
dinate ðτ; xÞ, then the momentum k is one dimensional
representing the Fourier expansion for the x coordinate.
Imposing the quantum commutation relation between the
field Φ and its conjugate momentum ∂τΦ we obtain the
quantum mode function as follows:

Φ ¼ 1

rS

Z
dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p
X
lq

1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ωðkÞp

× ½eik·xalqk þ ð−1Þqe−ik·xal−qk
†�Ylq: ð24Þ

Here kμ ¼ ðωl;kÞ with xμ ¼ ðτ; xÞ. Note that the factor
ð−1Þq in the above expansion appeared from the reality
condition that Z�

lq ¼ ð−1ÞqZl−q.
The vacuum energy density ρv is given by

ρv ¼
1

2
m2Φ2 þ 1

2
ð∂τΦÞ2 þ 1

2
ð∂xΦÞ2 þ 1

2r2S
γab∂aΦ∂bΦ;

ð25Þ

in which γab represents the metric on a unit two-sphere.
Denoting the above four components, respectively, by ρi,
for i ¼ 1…4, we then have hρiK ¼ P

4
i hρiiK . Now we

calculate hρii in turn.

We start with hρ1iK ¼ m2

2
hΦ2iK which is the easiest.

Using the mode function (24) and the commutation relation
Eq. (23) and the summation relation (11) we obtain

hρ1iK ¼ m2

2
hΦ2iK ¼ m2

16πr2S

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þ
Z

∞

−∞

dk
2π

1

ωlðkÞ
;

ð26Þ

in which ω2
l ¼ k2 þm2 þ lðlþ1Þ

r2S
.

Compared to the flat four-dimensional case, there are a
few notable differences for the integral of the zero point
energy above. First, the integral over the Fourier mode k is
one dimensional. Second, the effective mass depends on the
quantum number l and we have to perform an infinite sum
over l. The regularization of the above integral, especially
the summation over l, is somewhat nontrivial which we
elaborate in some details below.
To perform the integral over k we employ the dimen-

sional regularization scheme by replacing dk=ð2πÞ →
μ2−dkd−2dk=ð2πÞd−1 in which μ is a mass scale to keep
track of the mass dimension of the energy density. After
performing the integral over k for arbitrary values of d, we
consider d ¼ 2 − ϵ for small values of ϵ to regularize the
singular 1=ϵ term and read off the physical finite terms.
Performing the dimensional regularization for the inte-

gral over k, we have

hρ1iK ¼ 2μ2−dm2

16πr2S

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þ
Z

∞

0

dk
ð2πÞd−1

kd−2ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
k2 þml

2
p

¼ m221−dπ−dþ1
2μ2−d

16πrdS
Γ
�
1 −

d
2

�
Γ
�
d − 1

2

�
S1; ð27Þ

in which S1 is the following infinite sum:

S1 ≡
X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þðκ2 þ lðlþ 1ÞÞd−22 ; ð28Þ

where κ ≡mrS.
We are interested in the physical limit where the

Compton length of the fundamental particle is much
smaller than the black hole horizon, m−1 ≪ rS, so in this
limit of interest κ ≫ 1. Expressed in terms of the mass of
black hole, we assume a massive enough black hole,
satisfying the condition mM ≫ M2

P.
It is challenging to calculate the above infinite sum.

Happily, we were able to find an analytic expression for it
(for more details see Appendix A), yielding

S1 ¼ −
2

d
κd: ð29Þ

It is remarkable that the infinite sum (28) can be expressed
in the above simple form.
Plugging the above value of S1 into the expression

Eq. (27) and then performing the expansion d ¼ 2 − ϵ to
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leading order in ϵ and regularizing the 1
ϵ singular term, we

obtain the following finite value for hρ1iK:

hρ1iK ¼ m4

32π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
; ð30Þ

in which now μ is the renormalization scale. We note that in
obtaining the above finite value, we have performed

actually two back-to-back regularizations. First, we have
to regularize the infinite sum in S1 to read off its finite
value. This was done by analytic continuation as the sum
defined in Eq. (A1) is convergent only for p > 1 which for
our case S1 in Eq. (28) corresponds to d < 0. Second was
the conventional dimensional regularization to regularize
the divergent 1

ϵ contribution from the final answer.
Performing the same steps for hρ2iK we obtain

hρ2iK ¼ 1

2
hð∂τΦÞ2iK ¼ 1

16πr2S

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þ
Z

∞

−∞

dk
2π

ωlðkÞ

¼ −
2−dπ−dþ1

2μ2−d

16πrdþ2
S

Γ
�
−
d
2

�
Γ
�
d − 1

2

�
S2; ð31Þ

in which

S2 ≡
X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þðκ2 þ lðlþ 1ÞÞd2 ¼ −
2κdþ2

dþ 2
: ð32Þ

Plugging the above value of S2 in Eq. (31) and after regularization, we obtain

hρ2i ¼
m4

128π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
: ð33Þ

Similarly, for hρ3iK we obtain

hρ3iK ¼ 1

2
hð∂xΦÞ2iK ¼ 1

16πr2S

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þ
Z

∞

−∞

dk
2π

k2

ωlðkÞ

¼ 21−dπ−dþ1
2μ2−d

16πrdþ2
S

Γ
�
1þ d
2

�
Γ
�
−
d
2

�
S2; ð34Þ

yielding to the following finite value:

hρ3iK ¼ −
m4

128π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
: ð35Þ

The computation of hρ4iK is somewhat nontrivial as we have the additional contribution lðlþ 1Þ in the infinite sum.
More specifically, we have

hρ4iK ¼ 1

2r2S
γabh∂aΦ∂bΦiK ¼ 1

16πr4S

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þlðlþ 1Þ
Z

∞

−∞

dk
2π

1

ωlðkÞ

¼ 21−dπ−dþ1
2μ2−d

16πrdþ2
S

Γ
�
d − 1

2

�
Γ
�
1 −

d
2

�
S4; ð36Þ

in which (see Appendix A for further details)

S4 ≡
X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þlðlþ 1Þðκ2 þ lðlþ 1ÞÞd−22 ¼ 2κdþ2

dþ 2
: ð37Þ

Plugging the above value of S4 into Eq. (36) and performing the regularization yields
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hρ4iK ¼ −
m4

64π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
: ð38Þ

Summing all contributions, we finally obtain

hρiK ¼
X4
i

hρii ¼
m4

64π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
: ð39Þ

Interestingly, the above result matches exactly with the
value obtained in the flat background. Also we see that the
dependence on the horizon radius rS has dropped from
the final answer. This is consistent with the expectation that
the vacuum energy density is a very local property so it
cannot depend on large-scale structure of the manifold such
as the horizon radius. However, to reach this conclusion, it
was essential to use the Kruskal vacuum j0iK as discussed
before.
Also looking at various contributions hρii we have the

following relations among them which will be useful in our
upcoming analysis for the variance and the density contrast:

hρ1i ¼ 4hρ2i ¼ −4hρ3i ¼ −2hρ2i ¼ 2hρi: ð40Þ

In the above analysis we have calculated hT00iK ¼ hρiK .
Calculating the expectation of other components hTμνiK
one can show that indeed the relation (3) does hold.
We comment that our analysis of calculating the quan-

tum expectation of the vacuum zero point energy hρvi has
some relevance to the idea of “vacuum polarization” by
gravitational effects in black hole backgrounds which was
studied extensively in the past; see for example [25–30]. In
these analysis the renormalized value of hΦ2i and hTμ

νi in a
black hole background were calculated in which, to get rid
of the quantum field theory infinities, the point splitting
regularization scheme is usually employed [31–34]. For
example, hT0

0i for a scalar field of large mass with κ ¼
mrS ≫ 1 in the Hartle-Hawking vacuum is obtained to be
[27] hT0

0ðrÞi ¼ ðc1 þ c2
M
r Þ G

2M2

m2r8 with some known numeri-
cal factors c1 and c2. In particular, near the horizon

r ¼ rS ¼ 2GM, one obtains hT0
0i ∼ M12

P
m2M6 ∝ 1

m2. In perform-
ing the point splitting regularization, all divergent terms
containing non-negative powers of m, including terms
containing m4, m2, m0 and lnðmÞ, have been removed.
In addition, the leading contribution to the cosmological
constant term scaling like m4 lnðmÞ is discarded. In
comparison, in our analysis we have kept only the leading
order in κ in the series expansion such as in S1. However,
we have checked that if we include the subleading terms of
order κ−2 in the series expansion such as in S1, we can also
generate the results starting at the order 1

m2 in hΦ2i and hT0
0i

as in Refs. [27,29]. In particular, calculating the required
subleading terms in S1 (see Appendix A for further details)

we have obtained the first finite term in hΦ2i at r ¼ rS to be
hΦ2i ¼ 1

240π2
1

m2r4S
in agreement with the previous literature.

Before closing this subsection, we comment about the
dimensional regularization scheme used here. As empha-
sized before, the dimensional regularization scheme has the
advantage that it respects the underlying local Lorentz
invariance so the regularized physical results have the
covariant form. However, one may use other schemes to
perform the regularization such as the well-established zeta
function regularization. In these schemes one encounters
power law divergences, such as quartic and quadratic
divergences, which should be removed via analytic con-
tinuation. While the quartic and quadratic divergences,
respectively, have the equation of state like radiation and
spatial curvature, only the logarithmic terms have the
proper equation of state of the vacuum [5]. Also note that
here we deal with UV divergences in which it is known that
the dimensional regularization is applicable. However, care
must be taken in the case of infrared divergences in which
additional physical inputs have to be added; see for
example [35].

A. Variance of zero point energy density

In the above analysis the average vacuum energy density
hρviK has been calculated. However, as advocated in
Ref. [8], this does not mean that the vacuum energy is
statistically uniformly distributed. Indeed one should think
of the field perturbations Φ and the energy density ρ as
random fields which can have nontrivial statistical distri-
butions. So calculating the mean value hρi is not enough to
conclude that we have a uniform space-filling energy
distribution. We also have to calculate the variance of
the vacuum energy distribution δρ2 ≡ hρ2i − hρi2 and
compare its value to the mean value. If we encounter a
situation where the density contrast δρ=hρi ∼ 1, then the
background covered by the vacuum zero point energy is
actually very inhomogeneous.
Here, following Ref. [8], we calculate the variance of

vacuum zero point energy for near-horizon regions using
the Kruskal vacuum. More specifically,

δρ2K ¼ hρ2iK − hρi2K ¼
X4
i

ðhρ2i iK − hρii2KÞ: ð41Þ

In obtaining the last result, we have used the relation
hρiρjiK ¼ hρiiKhρjiK which can be verified using the form
of the mode function given in Eq. (24).
Using the Gaussian structure of Φ one can show that

hρ2i iK ¼ 3hρii2K; i ¼ 1; 2; 3; ð42Þ

which is a realization of the Wick contractions. We
demonstrate the above relation more explicitly in
Appendix B. As for the case of hρ24iK , things are a bit
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different as we have various angular indices fa;bg¼fθ;ϕg
which should be contracted. As shown in Appendix B, one
can check that hρ24iK ¼ 2hρ4i2K .
Combining all results and using the relation (40) among

hρiiK we obtain

δρ2K ¼ 2
X3
i¼1

hρ2i iK þ hρ24iK

¼ 2

�
4þ 1

4
þ 1

4

�
hρvi2K þ hρvi2K ¼ 10hρvi2K: ð43Þ

Consequently, the density contrast is obtained to be

δρK
hρviK

¼ �
ffiffiffiffiffi
10

p
: ð44Þ

This result is in exact agreement with the result for the
density contrast in flat background obtained in Ref. [8];
cf. Eq. (7). We discuss the physical implications of the
above results in Sec. V.
Before closing this section we comment that we have

also calculated the vacuum zero point energy for an
observer far from the black hole, r ≫ 2GM. In this limit
we can neglect the gravitational effects of the black hole so
the spacetime is nearly flat. Correspondingly, one expects
that the vacuum zero point energy matches to its flat value.
We have verified this conclusion explicitly showing that for
an observer far from the black hole the vacuum zero point
energy is indeed given by Eq. (5).

IV. ZERO POINT ENERGY IN
DS-SCHWARZSCHILD BACKGROUND

In the previous analysis we have calculated the vacuum
zero point energy in Schwarzschild black hole background
and have demonstrated that the results for hρvimatchwith its
value inMinkowski background. However, one can raise the
valid question that in the presence of the dS vacuum energy
density the resultant background is a dS-Schwarzschild
spacetime. Therefore, one has to solve for the mode function
in the corresponding dS-Schwarzschild background and
check if Eq. (5) still holds. This is technically a nontrivial
question, as one first has to solve for the mode function and
then see if the energy density associated to these mode
functions yields to the starting dS energy density. This looks
like moving in a loop where the final result should justify the
starting assumption imposed and vice versa.
The metric for the dS-Schwarzschild background in the

static patch is given by

ds2 ¼ −
�
1 −

2GM
r

−H2r2
�
dt2 þ dr2

ð1 − 2GM
r −H2r2Þ

þ r2dΩ2; ð45Þ
in which, as before,M is the mass of the black hole andH is
the Hubble expansion rate of the corresponding dS

background. If our analysis are consistent, then we should
actually have H ¼ HðmÞ; i.e., the corresponding dS back-
ground is entirely constructed from the vacuum zero point
energy with the specific value of hρvi given in Eq. (5).
The metric (45) has two horizons, the black hole horizon

at rS ¼ 2GM and the cosmological horizon at rdS ¼ H−1.
To have a physical solution in which the black hole
singularity is protected behind its horizon, we require
rS ≤ rdS so HrS ≤ 1. The special case where the two
horizons coincide with rSH ¼ 1 represents the Nariai
solution [36] in which the spacetime becomes regular.
As the two horizons coincide they have the same Hawking
temperature and the system is in a thermal equilibrium:
the black hole receives the same amount of radiation from
the dS space as it radiates. However, the Nariai solution is
unstable quantum mechanically [37–43]. As the two
horizons are nearly identical the dynamics of quantum
evaporations and the subsequent instabilities are nontrivial,
resulting in the fragmentation of spacetime [37].
Needless to say, it is not easy to calculate hρvi in the

general background of (45). Here, we perform the analysis
of vacuum zero point energy for the particular case of
Nariai solution where the calculations can be performed
analytically.
The ðr; tÞ coordinate system employed in Eq. (45) is

singular on the degenerate horizons in the Nariai limit.
Upon performing the appropriate coordinate transforma-
tion, one can show that the Nariai spacetime has the
following regular line element [37,44]:

ds2 ¼ −dT2 þ coshðHTÞdx2 þ 1

H2
dΩ2; ð46Þ

in which T is a global time coordinate −∞ < T < ∞
(which should not be confused with the time used in
Kruskal coordinate) and x is a spacelike coordinate
−∞ < x < ∞. Also note that the radius of the remaining
S2 is fixed to H−1. The metric (46) can be viewed as a two-
dimensional dS metric which is smeared over the S2.
Defining the cosmological scale factor via aðTÞ ¼

coshðHTÞ, we can introduce the conformal time τ via
dτ ¼ dT=aðTÞ. This yieldsHτ ¼ 2arc tanðeHTÞ and eHT ¼
tanðHτ=2Þ with 0 < Hτ < π. Correspondingly, the scale
factor in conformal time is given by

aðτÞ ¼ 1

sinðHτÞ : ð47Þ

Using the decomposition (10) with r fixed at 1=H, the
action is cast into

S ¼ 1

2H2

Z
dτdx

X
l

����� ∂Zlq

∂τ

����
2

−
���� ∂Zlq

∂x

����
2

− ðm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2ÞaðτÞ2jZlqj2
�
: ð48Þ
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Expanding the mode function in Fourier space as Zlq ∝
eikxφl

kðτÞ the corresponding equation for the mode function
is given by

∂
2
τφ

l
k þ ½k2 þ ðm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞÞa2�φl

k ¼ 0; ð49Þ

in which k≡ jkj while noting that k is one dimensional as
we Fourier expand only along one spatial direction, the
x direction.
The solution of the above equation is given in terms of

the hypergeometric function which is not particularly
illuminating. In order to obtain a better insight into the
mode function, we consider the change of coordinate
z≡ − cosðHτÞ in which −1 < z < 1. Correspondingly,
the equation of the mode function is cast into

ð1 − z2Þ d
2φl

k

dz2
− z

dφl
k

dz
þ
�
κ2 þ Δ2

1 − z2

�
φl
k ¼ 0; ð50Þ

in which the dimensionless parameters κ and Δ are
defined via

κ≡ m
H
; Δ2 ≡ m2

H2
þ lðlþ 1Þ: ð51Þ

It is instructive to note that since we expect Eq. (5) to hold
then we have H ≪ m so κ;Δ ≫ 1.
The solution of differential equation (50) is given in

terms of the associated Legendre functions Pμ
ν and Qμ

ν as
follows:

φl
kðzÞ ¼ ð1 − z2Þ14½c1Pμ

νðzÞ þ c2Q
μ
νðzÞ�; ð52Þ

in which c1 and c2 are two constants of normalization and
the indices ν and μ are defined via

ν≡ κ −
1

2
; μ≡ i

2
ð4Δ2 − 1Þ12: ð53Þ

In particular note that ν ≫ 1 while μ is pure imaginary
with jμj ≫ 1.
To obtain the normalization coefficients c1 and c2, we

have to impose the quantization conditions. We expand the
quantum field Φ in terms of the one-dimensional creation
and annihilation operators as follows:

Φ ¼ H
Z

dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p
X
lq

1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ωðkÞp

× ½eikxalqk φl
kðτÞ þ ð−1Þqe−ikxal−qk

†φl
kðτÞ��Ylq; ð54Þ

in which ½alqk ; al
0q0

q
†� ¼ δll0δqq0δðk − qÞ while the other

commutators all vanish.

Imposing the equal time commutation relations

½Φðτ;xÞ; ∂τΦðτ;x0Þ� ¼ iδ3ðx − x0Þ ð55Þ

and noting that dz ¼ H
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − z2

p
dτ, we obtain the following

Wronskian condition on the mode function:

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − z2

p
ðφl

k∂zφ
l
k
� − φl

k
�
∂zφ

l
kÞ ¼

i
H
: ð56Þ

Plugging the mode function solution Eq. (52) into the
above quantum normalization condition, we obtain2

jc2j2 − jc1j2 ¼
π

2H sinhðπjμjÞ : ð57Þ

The above relation between c1 and c2 suggests that we can
set c1 ¼ 0. This is somewhat similar to the Bunch-Davies
initial condition in conventional inflationary perturbations
in a 1þ 3-dimensional dS background in which the Bunch-
Davies initial condition represents the lowest energy state.
Of course, we can consider the general case where c1 is not
zero, corresponding to a non-Bunch-Davies initial con-
dition. However, to simplify the analysis (as dealing with
the associated Legendre functions with two indices is
already challenging) we simply set c1 ¼ 0 in the rest of
the analysis.
Plugging the value of c2 from the normalization con-

dition (57), the quantum mode function is given by

Φ ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
πH
2

r Z
dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p
X
lq

ð1 − z2Þ14ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sinhðπjμjÞp

× ½eikxalqk P−μ
ν ðzÞ þ ð−1Þqe−ikxal−qk

†Pμ
νðzÞ�Ylq: ð58Þ

Now equipped with the above mode function, we can
calculate hρviN in the Nariai background explicitly. The
subscript N indicates that we perform the quantum expect-
ation in the Nariai vacuum subject to the “Bunch-Davies”
type vacuum in which c1 ¼ 0 while c2 is given by Eq. (58).
The vacuum energy density is given by

ρv ¼
m2

2
Φ2 þ 1

2aðτÞ2 ½ð∂τΦÞ2 þ ð∂xΦÞ2� þH2

2
γab∂aΦ∂bΦ:

ð59Þ

Denoting the above four contributions, as before, by ρi,
i ¼ 1;…4, we have

2We use the Maple software to simplify the analysis concern-
ing various relations between the associated Legendre functions;
see also [45].

COSMOLOGICAL CONSTANT AND VACUUM ZERO POINT … PHYS. REV. D 106, 045015 (2022)

045015-9



hρ1iN ¼ m2

2
hΦ2i ¼ m2πH

4
ð1 − z2Þ12

X
l¼0

2lþ 1

4π

Z
dk
2π

jPμ
νðzÞj2

sinhðπjμjÞ ; ð60Þ

hρ2iN ¼ 1

2a2
hð∂τΦÞ2i ¼ πH3

4
ð1 − z2Þ12

X
l¼0

2lþ 1

4π

Z
dk
2π

jð1 − z2ÞPμ
ν
0ðzÞ − zPμ

ν
2
j2

sinhðπjμjÞ ; ð61Þ

hρ3iN ¼ 1

2a2
hð∂xΦÞ2i ¼ πH

4
ð1 − z2Þ32

X
l¼0

2lþ 1

4π

Z
dk
2π

k2
jPμ

νðzÞj2
sinhðπjμjÞ ; ð62Þ

hρ4iN ¼ H2

2
γabh∂aΦ∂bΦi ¼ πH3

4
ð1 − z2Þ12

X
l¼0

2lþ 1

4π
lðlþ 1Þ

Z
dk
2π

jPμ
νðzÞj2

sinhðπjμjÞ : ð63Þ

Compared to analysis in Sec. III for the near-horizon region, we have the additional technical difficulties of dealing with
the associated Legendre function. Fortunately, in the limit of interest where ν; jμj ≫ 1, one can simplify the Legendre
functions; see Appendix C for further details. More specifically,

jPμ
νðzÞj2

sinhðπjμjÞ ≃
Hð1 − z2Þ12

π
½ð1 − z2Þk2 þm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2�−1

2 ð64Þ

and

jð1 − z2ÞPμ
ν
0ðzÞ − zPμ

ν
2
j2

sinhðπjμjÞ ≃
ð1 − z2Þ12

Hπ
½ð1 − z2Þk2 þm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2�12: ð65Þ

Plugging expression (64) into Eq. (60), we obtain

hρ1iN ¼ 2m2H2

16π

X
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þð1 − z2Þ
Z

∞

0

dk
2π

½ð1 − z2Þk2 þm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2�−1
2: ð66Þ

Now, upon rescaling the wave number via ð1 − z2Þk → k,
we find that the expression for hρ1i above matches exactly
with the corresponding value of hρ1i in Eq. (26) for the
near-horizon region. Similarly, using (64) in Eqs. (62) and
(63) and rescaling ð1 − z2Þk → k we find that the expres-
sions for hρ3i and hρ4i matches exactly with the corre-
sponding results for hρ3i and hρ4i in Eqs. (34) and (36),
respectively. Finally, employing Eq. (65) into Eq. (61) we
find that the result for hρ2i matches exactly with the value
of hρ2i in Eq. (31) for the near-horizon region.
Combining all contributions, we obtain

hρviN ¼
X4
i

hρiiN ¼ m4

64π2
ln

�
m2

μ2

�
: ð67Þ

This is in exact agreement with the result in the flat and
Schwarzschild backgrounds. In addition, the following
relations among hρiiN , similar to Eq. (40) for the near-
horizon regime, hold:

hρ1iN ¼ 4hρ2iN ¼ −4hρ3iN ¼ −2hρ2iN ¼ 2hρiN: ð68Þ

The exact agreement between hρii and hρi in the Nariai
background with the corresponding values in the

near-horizon regime of the Schwarzschild background is
reassuring. This may also indicate the universality of the
final results despite the technical disparities in the inter-
mediate stages of the analysis.
Having calculated the vacuum energy density, we can

now justify the approximations ν; jμj ≫ 1 used in the above
analysis. With hρvi obtained in Eq. (67) we see that
H ¼ HðmÞ. In other words, the dS horizon of the Nariai
metric is just the dS horizon associated with the vacuum
zero point energy. Furthermore, with hρvi ∼m4 we have
HðmÞ ∼m2=MP so m=HðmÞ ∼MP=m ≫ 1. This indeed
indicates that ν; jμj ≫ 1 so the approximations employed
in Eqs. (64) and (65) are very well justified.
As in the near-horizon regime, we can calculate the

density contrast δρN
hρviN in the Nariai background in which

δρ2N ≡ hρ2iN − hρi2N . Since the results for hρiN and hρiiN
are the same as in the near-horizon region of the
Schwarzschild background, and repeating the analysis as
in Sec. III A, we obtain

δρN
hρviN

¼ �
ffiffiffiffiffi
10

p
: ð69Þ
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V. PHYSICAL IMPLICATIONS

Here we briefly investigate the physical implications of
the results obtained in previous sections.
Associated to the vacuum energy density (5) there is a

horizon radius H−1
ðmÞ in which HðmÞ is given by [8]

HðmÞ ¼
�hρvi
3M2

P

�
1=2

∼
m2

MP
: ð70Þ

The horizon radius H−1
ðmÞ defines a new scale which

competes with the horizon scale of the black hole. A
somewhat similar situation happens in cosmological back-
ground where H−1

ðmÞ is compared to the FLRW horizon H−1
F

(note that we denote the Hubble radius at the current cosmic
epoch by H−1

0 while the Hubble radius at an arbitrary time
in cosmic history is denoted byH−1

F ). Here we review some
relevant results in Ref. [8] in the cosmological background
which can be extended to our black hole background
as well.
As argued in Ref. [8] if the quantum field is light and

H−1
ðmÞ ≫ H−1

F , then the observable Universe is within a
single patch of the zero point energy and the effects of the
vacuum energy density in cosmic expansion dynamics is
minimal. However, as the Universe expands then H−1

F
increases until a time tm when the two horizon radii become
comparable,H−1

F ðtmÞ ∼H−1
ðmÞ. At this time the effects of the

vacuum zero point energy are not negligible. Indeed this is
the time when δρv=ρT ∼ 1 in which ρT is the total energy
density, ρT ¼ ρF þ hρvi; see Eq. (8). In cosmic expansion
history, this happens when m ∼ T, in which T is the
background photon temperature. As time proceeds further
and H−1

F increases far beyond H−1
ðmÞ, then the density

contrast becomes at the order unity and the spacetime
develops strong inhomogeneities. As strong nonlinearities
emerge we may not be sure of the subsequent dynamics.
However, it is likely that as these overdense regions
enter the FLRW horizon they collapse to form black holes.
These black holes may play the seeds of dark matter.
Alternatively, there may be more complications as we have
both signs in density contrasts in Eq. (7). In the regions
which happen to have the plus sign in Eq. (7) the positive
energy density increases further (i.e., they become more dS
type) while regions which happen to have the negative sign
in Eq. (7) become AdS type (note that

ffiffiffiffiffi
10

p
> 1) so they

collapse to black holes. The competition between these two
effects are nontrivial but the net effect may be described by
an effective fluid with the equation of state wm with
−1 ≤ wm ≤ 1. The sign and the amplitude of ωm is not
clear. If it is close to −1, then we are dealing with a dark
energy source while for wm close to unity we deal with a
stiff fluid.
Now let us go back to our case of black hole background.

If the horizon associated to the zero point energy is very

large compared to black hole event horizon H−1
ðmÞ ≫ rS,

then one expects that the effects of the zero point energy on
black hole to be minimal. This corresponds to the case
when Mm2 ≪ M3

P. This can happen when either the
quantum field or the black hole are light. On the other
hand, in the situation where the black hole horizon becomes
comparable to the dS horizon, H−1

ðmÞ ∼ rS, corresponding to

the case whereMm2 ∼M3
P, then one expects the zero point

energy to affect the black hole dynamics significantly.
In the presence of the positive zero point energy

which plays the role of a cosmological constant, the
spacetime is described by the dS-Schwarzschild metric
Eq. (45) but with the understanding that now H ¼ HðmÞ.
For a fixed rS, asH−1

ðmÞ decreases, the spacetime approaches

the Nariai metric [36] where the two horizons coincide.
If H−1

ðmÞ decreases below the Nariai limiting value, then

the black hole singularity becomes naked, which is not
acceptable physically.
The above discussions suggest that there is an upper

bound on the mass of the black hole immersed in a dS space
created from the zero point energy of a quantum field of
mass m. This limiting value of the black hole massMNðmÞ
in the Nariai limit is set by the condition rS ¼ H−1

ðmÞ,
yielding

MNðmÞ ¼ 4π
ffiffiffi
3

p
M3

Pffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffihρvi
p ¼ 32π2

ffiffiffi
3

p

½lnðm2

μ2
Þ�12

M3
P

m2
: ð71Þ

There is an interesting interpretation for the above
limiting mass formula. Motivated by discussions in
Ref. [8] (as described at the start of this subsection)
suppose we encounter the situation where the condition
δρ
ρ ∼ 1 has been met so the dS space filled with the zero
point energy starts to fragment. Now suppose the Hubble
radius of sizeH−1

ðmÞ collapses to form a black hole. Denoting

the mass of this black hole by MBðmÞ we find

MBðmÞ ¼ 4π

3
hρviH−3

ðmÞ ¼
32π2

ffiffiffi
3

p

½lnðm2

μ2
Þ�12

M3
P

m2
: ð72Þ

Interestingly, we find that MBðmÞ ¼ MNðmÞ. In other
words, the limiting mass in the Nariai metric is nothing
but the mass enclosed in a sphere of radius H−1

ðmÞ with the

energy density hρvi furnished by the vacuum zero point
energy. This result supports the proposal suggested in
Ref. [8] that the region inside the dS horizon of zero point
energy may collapse into a black hole but now with the
additional understanding that the resulting black hole is the
Nariai solution with the maximum allowed mass.
Assuming there is no large hierarchy between the

renormalization scale μ and m in Eq. (71), we obtain the
following simple estimation for the black hole upper mass:
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MBðmÞ ∼ 102
M3

P

m2
: ð73Þ

Interestingly, the above formula is basically the same as the
Chandrasekhar limiting mass formula3 for astrophysical
compact objects though here we have obtained it in a very
different way.

VI. SUMMARY AND DISCUSSIONS

In this paper we have studied the vacuum zero point
energy in a black hole background. We are interested in the
limit where the Compton length of the fundamental field is
much smaller than the black hole horizon radius, corre-
sponding to M ≫ M2

P=m. We have demonstrated the
validity of Eq. (5) in a black hole background, both for
the near horizon and for the far observer. In addition, we
have demonstrated the validity of Eq. (5) in the Nariai
background as a specific limit of the dS-Schwarzschild
background. Our result is in line with the conclusion in
Ref. [5] where the validity of Eq. (5) was demonstrated for
a general curved background.
Although the validity of Eq. (5) in a curved background

might have been expected based on reasonings from the
equivalence principle, the actual demonstration of its
validity in a black hole background is nontrivial. This is
because the black hole setup has a horizon which separates
the interior singularity from the outer space. As such, the
notion of vacuum is a nontrivial concept in which different
observers are equipped with different vacua. However,
based on the equivalence principle, only the vacuum
defined by a locally free-falling observer is expected to
be Lorentz invariant. As we have shown, for an observer
near the black hole horizon, the vacuum defined in the
Kruskal coordinate has the advantage that it is nonsingular
on the horizon (and everywhere). We have demonstrated
that the vacuum energy density as measured by this local
inertial observer indeed matches with Eq. (5). In addition,
we have calculated the vacuum energy density for an
observer far from the black hole in which the effects of
the black hole mass is negligible. For this observer the
spacetime is asymptotically Minkowskian so there is no
surprise that Eq. (5) should hold true for this case as well.
In the presence of vacuumzero point energy, the spacetime

will be deformed froma pure Schwarzschild background and
one actually deals with a dS-Schwarzschild setup. Therefore,
in principle, we have to calculate the vacuum zero point
energy in this new background. Needless to say, the
calculations for this more complicated setup cannot be done
analytically. Therefore, we have restricted ourselves to the
Nariai setup where the black hole and the cosmological
backgrounds have equal horizon radius. The Nariai back-
ground has interesting properties which were studied in the

past; for example it represents a thermal equilibrium where
the black hole and the dS horizons share the same temper-
ature. Although the analysis of the mode function was
nontrivial, we were able to demonstrate that Eq. (5) holds
true in the Nariai background as well.
Motivated by the analysis of Ref. [8] we have also

calculated the density contrast associated to the zero point
energy. We have checked that indeed δρ=hρvi ¼ � ffiffiffiffiffi

10
p

both in the black hole and in the Nariai setups. As argued in
Ref. [8], this reflects the instability of the dS spacetime
created from the vacuum quantum fluctuations. One can
imagine that parts of the spacetime where δρ=hρvi takes the
negative sign are AdS type which consequently may
collapse to black holes. Now the crucial question is, what
is the mass of the resulting black holes? We have shown
that the mass of the resulting black hole is given by the
upper mass limit in the Nariai metric which is equal to the
mass enclosed in a patch of dS horizon constructed from
the vacuum zero point energy. This supports the conjecture
made in Ref. [8] that the space filled with the vacuum zero
point energy is unstable to fragmentation and may form
black holes.
To simplify the analysis, we have performed the calcu-

lations for the case of a real scalar field. Physically we
expect the result to be extended to other types of funda-
mental fields such as fermions or vector bosons. The main
difference would be that the vacuum energy density and its
sign will depend on the spin and the polarization degrees of
freedom of the corresponding field as outlined in Ref. [5].
In addition, we expect only massive fields to contribute to
the vacuum zero point energy while massless fields such as
graviton or photon make no contribution.
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APPENDIX A: REGULARIZATIONS
OF INFINITE SUM

As part of obtaining the regularized vacuum zero point
energy for the near-horizon regime, we need to evaluate the
infinite sum of the following form:

SðpÞðxÞ≡
X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þðxþ lðlþ 1ÞÞ−p; ðA1Þ

where, in the notation of Eq. (27), p ¼ 2−d
2

and x ¼ κ2. The
above sum converges for p > 1. But in our case we
analytically continue the result for a negative value of p
to obtain the finite physical result.
As we discussed in Sec. III we are interest in the physical

limit where the Compton radius of the quantum field is
much smaller than the black hole horizon, corresponding to

3We thank Misao Sasaki for bringing this similarity to our
attention.
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κ ≡mrs ≫ 1. We have checked numerically that in this
limit of interest where x ≫ p, SðpÞðxÞ is very well approxi-
mated by

SðpÞðxÞ ≃
x1−p

p − 1
: ðA2Þ

The accuracy of the approximation is typically better than
one percent. In Fig. 1 the plots of the function SðpÞðxÞ and
its approximation in Eq. (A2) are presented, confirming the
accuracy of the approximate result Eq. (A2).
For the case hρ1i given in Eq. (27) we have p ¼ 2−d

2

yielding Eq. (30). For the cases of hρ2i and hρ3i given in
Eqs. (31) and (34) we have p ¼ − d

2
, yielding Eqs. (33) and

(35), respectively.
On the other hand, in calculating hρ4i we have encoun-

tered the following sum:

ŜðqÞðxÞ≡
X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þlðlþ 1Þðxþ lðlþ 1ÞÞ−q: ðA3Þ

We can relate ŜðqÞ into our known sum SðpÞðxÞ by the
following trick:

ŜðqÞðxÞ ¼
d
dλ

�X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þðxþ λlðlþ 1ÞÞ1−q
�����

λ¼1

¼ d
dλ

�
λ1−q

X∞
l¼0

ð2lþ 1Þ
�
x
λ
þ lðlþ 1Þ

�
1−q

�����
λ¼1

:

ðA4Þ

The sum inside the last big bracket above is Sðq−1ÞðxλÞ. Now
using our approximation given in Eq. (A2) we obtain

ŜðqÞðxÞ ¼
d
dλ

�
λ1−qSðq−1Þ

�
x
λ

������
λ¼1

≃
d
dλ

�
λ−1

x2−q

q − 2

�����
λ¼1

¼ x2−q

2 − q
: ðA5Þ

For the sum involving hρ4i in Eq. (36) we have q ¼ 2−d
2
and

x ¼ κ2, yielding Eq. (37).
As discussed after Eq. (40) in order to calculate the finite

terms in hΦ2i in the context of vacuum polarization, we
have to calculate the next subleading corrections in powers
of κ−1 in S1. Examining the numerical results, the correc-
tions in S1 up to m−4 have the following form:

SðpÞðxÞ ≃
x1−p

p − 1

�
1þ ðp − 1Þ

3x
þ pðp − 1Þ

15x2

�
: ðA6Þ

Using the above expression in calculating S1 in Eq. (28)
and discarding the terms containing m2, m0 and lnðmÞ, the
leading finite term in hΦ2i at r ¼ rS is obtained to be

hΦ2i ¼ 1

240π2
1

m2r4S
; ðA7Þ

in agreement with Refs. [27,29].

APPENDIX B: HIGHER-ORDER CONTRACTIONS
IN VARIANCE ANALYSIS

In this appendix we present the analysis of higher-order
contractions relevant for the variance analysis in Sec. III A.
We restrict ourselves to the near-horizon region with the
mode function

Φ ¼ 1

rS

Z
dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p
X
lm

1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ωðkÞp

× ½eik·xalqk þ ð−1Þqe−ik·xal−qk
†�Ylq: ðB1Þ

As mentioned in the main text, since the field Φ is
Gaussian one expects the Wick theorem to apply and in
particular

hρ2i iK ¼ 3hρii2K; i ¼ 1; 2; 3; ðB2Þ

in which

ρ1 ≡ 1

2
m2Φ2; ρ2 ≡ 1

2
ð∂τΦÞ2;

ρ3 ≡ 1

2
ð∂xΦÞ2; ρ4 ≡ 1

2r2S
γab∂aΦ∂bΦ: ðB3Þ

Note that since ρ4 carries the contractions of angular
indices a, b then it turns out that hρ24iK ¼ 2hρ4i2K . Here
we outline the derivations of these results more specifically.

FIG. 1. The plots of the function SðpÞðxÞ and its approximate
form given in Eq. (A2) for p ¼ 2. The approximation Eq. (A2) is
valid with accuracy better than one percent for x ≫ p.
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To demonstrate (B2) we perform the analysis for the case of hρ22iK as an example. The analysis for the cases i ¼ 1; 3 are
very similar. We also remove the subscript K for convenience.
Using the mode function given in Eq. (B1) we have

hρ22i ¼
−1
4r4S

X
lj;qj

Y4
j¼1

Yljqjðθ;ϕÞ
Z

dkjffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ffiffiffiffiffi
ωj

p

× hal1q1k1
ðal2q2

k2
− ð−1Þq2al2−q2k2

†Þðal3q3k3
− ð−1Þq3al3−q3k3

†Þð−1Þq4al4−q4k4

†i: ðB4Þ

Note that −lj ≤ qj ≤ lj for j ¼ 1…4 in the above sum.

There are two types of contributions A and B in hρ22i as follows:

A≡ 1

4r4S

X
lj;qj

Y4
j¼1

ð−1Þq3ð−1Þq4Yljqj

Z
dkjffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ffiffiffiffiffi
ωj

p hal1q1k1
al2q2k2

al3−q3k3

†al4−q4k4

†i

¼ 2

4r4S

X
lj;qj

Y4
j¼1

ð−1Þq3ð−1Þq4Yljqj

Z
dkjffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ffiffiffiffiffi
ωj

p
δl1l3

δl2l4δq1−q3δq2−q4δðk1 − k3Þδðk2 − k4Þ; ðB5Þ

where the factor 2 comes from the other permutation replacing 3 ↔ 4 above.
Performing the integral over the δ function we obtain

A ¼ 2

4r4S

�X
lq

jYlqj2
Z

dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ω

�
2

¼ 2hρ2i2: ðB6Þ

The other contribution from the contractions in Eq. (B4) is given by

B≡ 1

4r4S

X
lj;qj

Y4
j¼1

ð−1Þq2ð−1Þq4Yljqj

Z
dkjffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ffiffiffiffiffi
ωj

p hal1q1k1
al2−q2k2

†al3q3k3
al4−q4k4

†i

¼ 1

4r4S

X
lj;qj

Y4
j¼1

ð−1Þq2ð−1Þq4Yljqj

Z
dkjffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ffiffiffiffiffi
ωj

p
δl1l2δl3l4δq1−q2δq3−q4δðk1 − k2Þδðk3 − k4Þ; ðB7Þ

which yields

B ¼ 1

4r4S

�X
lq

jYlqj2
Z

dkffiffiffiffiffiffi
2π

p ω

�
2

¼ hρ2i2: ðB8Þ

Adding the two combinations Aþ B we obtain
hρ22i ¼ 3hρ2i2 as promised.
The case of hρ24i is somewhat similar but there are new

effects from the contractions of the angular indices
fa; bg ¼ fθ;ϕg. To see this explicitly, let us start with

hρ24i ¼
1

4r4S
γabγcdh∇aΦ∇bΦ∇cΦ∇dΦi: ðB9Þ

As the field is Gaussian, we can perform the contractions
and there are two different contributions C and D as
follows:

C≡ 1

4r4S
γabγcdh∇aΦ∇bΦih∇cΦ∇dΦi ðB10Þ

and

D≡ 2

4r4S
γabγcdh∇aΦ∇cΦih∇bΦ∇dΦi; ðB11Þ

where the factor 2 comes from two identical permuta-
tions b ↔ c.
Our job is now to determine the allowed form of

h∇aΦ∇bΦi. Since this expression is symmetric under
the change of its two indices, it should be proportional
to the metric of the two-sphere γab as γab is the only
covariant symmetric tensor available on this background.
Therefore,

h∇aΦ∇bΦi≡ λγab: ðB12Þ
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To find the proportionality factor λ we contract it with the
inverse metric γab, obtaining

λ ¼ 1

2
γabh∇aΦ∇bΦi ¼ r2Shρ4i: ðB13Þ

Now plugging this value for the expressions in C and D we
obtain D ¼ C ¼ hρ4i2, yielding in total

hρ24i ¼ 2hρ4i2: ðB14Þ

APPENDIX C: APPROXIMATION OF THE
ASSOCIATED LEGENDRE FUNCTIONS

In this appendix, we present the approximate relation for
the associated Legendre functions appearing in hρ2i i in the
Nariai background.
We work in the limit where ν; jμj ≫ 1. In this limit, one

can check that

jPμ
νðzÞj2

sinhðπjμjÞ ≃
ð1 − z2Þ12

π

�
Δ2 þ ð1 − z2Þ

�
νþ 1

2

��
−1
2 ðC1Þ

in which μ ¼ i
2
ð4Δ2 − 1Þ12.

We have checked that the approximation (C1) is very
accurate, as can be seen in the left panel of Fig. 2. Using the
definitions of ν and Δ from Eq. (51) we finally have

jPμ
νðzÞj2

sinhðπjμjÞ≃
Hð1− z2Þ12

π
½ð1− z2Þk2 þm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2�−1

2:

ðC2Þ

Similarly, we have checked that the following approxi-
mation holds to very high accuracy:

jð1 − z2ÞPμ
ν
0ðzÞ − zPμ

ν
2
j2

sinhðπjμjÞ

≃
ð1 − z2Þ12

Hπ

�
Δ2 þ ð1 − z2Þ

�
νþ 1

2

��1
2 ðC3Þ

¼ ð1 − z2Þ12
Hπ

½ð1 − z2Þk2 þm2 þ lðlþ 1ÞH2�12; ðC4Þ

as can be seen in the right panel of Fig. 2.
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