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In this work we explore the effects that a possible primordial magnetic field can have on the inflaton
effective potential, taking as the underlying model a warm inflation scenario, based on global supersymmetry
with a new-inflation-type potential. The decay scheme for the inflaton field is a two-step process of radiation
production, where the inflaton couples to heavy intermediate superfields, which in turn interact with light
particles. In this context, we consider that both sectors, heavy and light, are charged and work in the strong
magnetic field approximation for the light fields. We find an analytical expression for the one-loop effective
potential, for an arbitrary magnetic field strength, and show that the trend of the magnetic contribution is to
make the potential flatter in the origin’s vicinity, preserving the conditions for a successful inflationary
process. This result is backed up by the behavior of slow-roll parameter ϵ. The viability of this magnetic
warm inflation scenario is also supported by the estimation of the effect of the magnetic field on the heavy
particles decay width.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The presently observed cosmic magnetic fields have an
uncertain origin that could be either astrophysical or
primordial. The growing observational evidence of their
existence in a wide range of spatial scales (see, e.g., [1]
and references therein) seems to indicate that they were
probably present, at all times, during the universe evolution.
In this sense, it is important to take into account the
magnetic field effect when addressing some early universe
events. For example, at the electroweak phase transition, the
presence of an external hypermagnetic field modifies
the phase transition making it stronger first order, lowering
the critical temperature with respect to the nonmagnetic case
[2,3]. In the case of the inflationary process, built on the
grounds of an effective potential that describes a slow-roll
transition, it has been shown that the effect of a magnetic
field delays the transition [4]: in the sense that the universe
stays in the inflationary stage for longer time. In both cases,
the magnetic field modifies the phase transition as in

superconductors: as the magnetic field strength increases,
the symmetry tends to be restored.1 On another hand, the
magnetic field also affects the particles decay process (see,
e.g., [6] and references therein).
In an inflationary scenario, if the magnetic field has to

play any role, dissipative processes have to be considered.
This could happen in models where the inflaton is coupled to
gauge fields [7]; to supersymmetric light fields, as in models
of trapped inflation [8]; or to heavy ones, as in warm
inflation [9]. We are interested here in the warm inflation
scenario, where the inflaton is assumed to interact with other
fields during the whole inflationary process. Early models of
inflation—dubbed supercooled models (see, e.g., [10] for a
review)—assumed very little interaction of the inflaton with
all other fields until the reheating process, at the end of
inflation. With the proposal of warm inflation [9], this
picture changed: the inflaton is now assumed to interact with
other fields, both during the inflationary expansion as well as
at reheating, in a continuous and more natural way. It is a
model where (near) thermal equilibrium conditions are

1There is a subtle question regarding the dynamics of a slow-roll inflationary phase transition: The effective potential in particle
physics is a quantity defined to describe static, equilibrium situations, that determines the ground state of the system, and hence the
phase where it is located at. Nonetheless, it is used, in the standard picture of new inflation, as a description of an evolution: the slow-roll
regime. Guth and Pi [5] analyzed this interpretation, tackling the problem with a different approach. They concluded that the naïve
classical approach was essentially correct, within the parameters’ domain of physical interest. Following this analysis, if the inflationary
potential can be related with a system in equilibrium situation, the effect of the magnetic field on the system is to try to restore the
symmetry, rising the secondary minimum as the magnetic field strength grows. In this sense, the situation is comparable to the
superconductor phase, where the growth of the magnetic field intensity leads to the destruction of the superconducting phase.
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maintained during the inflationary expansion, with no need
for very flat potentials, nor for a tiny coupling constant. The
model does require a dissipative component of sizable
strength as compared to the expansion rate of the universe.
This is opposed to the standard inflationary scenario where
the damping term comes only from the universe’s expansion.
A successful implementation of this model is embedded in
the framework of supersymmetry, in order to ensure the
cancellation of quantum fluctuations from fermions and
bosons, protecting the flatness of the potential. Besides, it
rests on a two-step process of radiation production,
ϕ → χ → ỹ ỹ, where ϕ represents the inflaton, χ an inter-
mediary heavy field and ỹ the light sector, composed of
fermions ψy and scalars y. In this way, the contribution from
thermal corrections to the inflaton mass coming from heavy
sector loops is Boltzmann suppressed. These X fields are too
heavy to be produced on shell and only appear as virtual χ
(bosons) and ψχ (fermions) pairs, that decay into the light
fields, that may or may not thermalize [11,12]. At the end, it
is assumed that there is a soft SUSY breaking in the heavy
sector. In this context, it has been shown that the quantum
and radiative corrections do not spoil the slow-roll con-
ditions required for inflation [11,13]
On the observational side, Planck’s results establish a

series of constraints on the abundant family of inflationary
potentials proposed up to now [14,15]. It is interesting to
note that some potentials that are essentially ruled out by
Planck in the context of cold inflation, are completely in
agreement with observations when inflation evolves in a
thermal bath [16,17]. Among single-field slow-roll infla-
tionary models, warm inflation, although constrained [18],
remains viable, the key feature being that the additional
damping term introduced in this model can lower the
tensor-to-scalar ratio r for a given potential [15]. However,
this model faces with the requirement that a large number
of degrees of freedom is needed to bring the system into a
strong dissipative regime and still keep the amplitude of
the primordial spectrum consistent with the observational
value [19].
In a previous work [4], we explored the effect of a weak

magnetic field on the warm inflation effective potential, up
to one loop, for neutral heavy bosons interacting with the
charged light sector, showing that the magnetic field makes
the potential flatter, retarding the transition: in the sense
that the universe stays in the inflationary stage for longer
time, and works as an additional SUSY breaking scale.
Here, we broaden the scenario, allowing for magnetic fields
of arbitrary strength and charged heavy fields. Additionally,
by estimating the magnetic field impact on the slow-roll
parameters and the heavy particles decay width, we study
the viability of this magnetic warm inflation scenario. We
locate our study in the context of warm inflation, in the
sense that there is a light and a heavy sector from which
energy is transferred. The thermalization of the light sector
is not essential, as was pointed out in Ref. [12], but if it

takes place, the temperature is in our case a lower scale as
compared to the magnetic field, allowing to deal with a
system at zero temperature.
The paper is organized as follows: In Sec. II we present a

supersymmetric model we work with, in which all par-
ticles, except the inflaton field, are charged. In Sec. III, we
calculate the analytical expression for the inflaton one-
loop effective potential for an arbitrary magnetic field
strength within the model described in the previous
section. In order to account for the magnetic field effect
on the heavy particle masses, in Sec. IV, we compute the
one-loop heavy field self-energy, coming from the light
fields, in the strong field limit, and estimate its decay
width. In Sec. V, we show our results through plots of the
effective potential and the slow-roll parameters, for differ-
ent values of the magnetic field. Finally, in Sec. VI, we
present our conclusions.

II. MODEL

Let us start by considering the equation of motion of the
inflaton field that accounts a dissipation term (Γϕ) that
comes from the interaction with a thermal bath and the
universe expansion

ϕ̈þ ð3H þ ΓϕÞ _ϕþ VT;ϕ ¼ 0; ð1Þ

whereH is the Hubble parameter, and VT;ϕ is the derivative
with respect to ϕ of the inflaton effective potential (usually
taken as the finite temperature one-loop Coleman-Weinberg
potential). Warm inflation requires Γϕ > 3H.
Since in warm inflation radiation is produced during the

whole epoch of inflation, light fields, associated to this
radiation, must be present in the Lagrangian. In these
models, the inflaton interacts all the time with other fields,
but its direct interaction with the light fields brings up some
inconsistencies. Since the inflaton has a large expectation
value, fields that interact directly with it acquire large
masses. This fact is inconsistent with the radiationlike
nature of such fields. Alternatively, one could limit the
value of the coupling between the inflation and the light
fields. However this would require an extremely low upper
bound for the coupling, which in practice would make the
interaction negligible. In view of these observations, a heavy
field is introduced. This field acts as a mediator for the
inflaton decay into light fields. This mechanisms results in a
two step process of radiation production, ϕ → χ → ỹ ỹ,
where ϕ represents the inflaton, χ the intermediary field and
ỹ the light sector, composed of fermions Φy and scalars y.
Also, in order to keep the flatness of the potential, one can
resort to work within the framework of supersymmetry,
since with such scenario, quantum fluctuations from fer-
mions and bosons cancel out, which is a welcome feature to
avoid spoiling the slow-roll conditions that are necessary for
the flatness of the potential.
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We start by extending the supersymmetric model used in
Ref. [11] to a model where all particles are charged, except
the inflaton field. With this in mind, the superpotential is

W ¼ −gΦX2 − hXY1Y2; ð2Þ

where Φ, X, and Y1;2 are chiral superfields, and the second
and the latter represent the heavy and light sector, respec-
tively. The last term in the superpotential accounts for the
interaction between light and heavy sectors.
The scalar interaction terms are derived from the super-

potential in Eq. (2) as

LS ¼ −j∂ΦWj2 − j∂XWj2 − j∂Y1
Wj2 − j∂Y2

Wj2: ð3Þ

Defining ϕ ¼ ffiffiffi
2

p
ReðφÞ, the inflaton potential, up to one

loop correction is

VðϕÞ ¼ 1

2
g2M2

s

�
ϕ2 ln

�
ϕ2

ϕ0

�
þ ϕ2

0 − ϕ2

�
; ð4Þ

where ϕ0 is the vacuum expectation value (vev) of the
inflaton field.

The Yukawa sector is added to represent the interaction
between the scalar and the fermionic sector:

LYukawa ¼−
1

2

∂
2W

∂ϕn∂ϕm
ψ̄nPLψm −

1

2

∂
2W�

∂ϕ�
n∂ϕ

�
m
ψ̄nPRψm; ð5Þ

where ϕm is a superfield and

PL;R ¼ ð1 ∓ γ5Þ=2: ð6Þ

Since fermion-boson cancellation takes place thanks to
SUSY, the quantum corrections to the inflaton potential
are shown to be small. Furthermore, the contribution from
thermal corrections to the inflaton mass coming from heavy
sector loops is Boltzmann suppressed. TheseX fields are too
heavy to be produced on shell and only appear as virtual χ
(bosons) and ψχ (fermions) pairs, that decay into the light
fields. We neglect the heavy fields decay subleading process
through χ → y1y2ϕ compared to χ → ỹ1ỹ2, [16]. It is also
assumed that there is a soft SUSY breaking in the heavy
sector and that light radiation thermalizes.
The set of interactions that involve the inflaton and the χ

field can be obtained from the scalar (Ls) and fermion (Lf)
sectors of the Lagrangian, given by

Ls ¼ g2jχj4 þ 4g2jφj2jχj2
þ h2ðjy1j2j þ jy1j2Þjχj2 þ h2jy1j2jy2j2 þ 2ghðy1y2φ†χ† þ y†1y

†
2φχÞ

Lf ¼ gðφψ̄χPLψχ þ φ†ψ̄ χPRψχÞ þ 2gðχψ̄χPLψφ þ χ†ψ̄ χPRψφÞ
þ hχðψ̄y1PLψy2 þ ψ̄y2PLψy1Þ þ hχ†ðψ̄y1PRψy2 þ ψ̄y2PRψy1Þ
þ 2hðy1ψ̄y2PLψχ þ y2ψ̄y1PLψχÞ þ 2hðy†1ψ̄y2PRψχ þ y†2ψ̄y1PRψχÞ; ð7Þ

where φ, χ, and y1;2 are the scalar field component of the
chiral superfields Φ, X, and Y1;2, respectively. ψ i denotes
the fermion fields coming from the different sectors and
g and h are coupling constants, whose values, limited by
the slow-roll conditions and the constraints from density
perturbations, are Oð0.1Þ [11].
The effect of a magnetic field on the inflationary process

can be accounted for in two ways: through heavy fields
effective potential and their quantum fluctuations due to the
interaction with the light sector. With these ideas in mind,
we shall calculate the magnetic contributions to the heavy
fields one-loop potential in vacuum, since these fields are
so heavy that their contribution from thermal corrections to
the inflaton mass, coming from this sector loops, is
Boltzmann suppressed. By doing this, we are considering
that the magnetic field strength can be of the same order of
magnitude as the heavy masses. On another hand, since the
magnetic field is the highest scale, the thermal contribu-
tions on the heavy sector masses coming from the inter-
action with the light particles are also neglected.

III. EFFECTIVE POTENTIAL

Taking into account that the heavy fields are fermionic
and bosonic, the contribution to the inflaton effective
potential coming from this sector, up to one loop, reads

V1ðϕÞ ¼ V1
χ þ V1

ψχ
; ð8Þ

which, in the absence of an external magnetic field, have
the form

V1
χ;0 ¼

4

2

Z
d4p
ð2πÞ4 lnðp

2 −m2
χÞ; ð9Þ

V1
ψχ ;0

¼ 4

2

Z
d4p
ð2πÞ4 lnðp

2 −m2
ψχ
Þ; ð10Þ

with mχ and mψχ
the boson and fermion masses, respec-

tively; fermions are Weyl spinors with two degrees of
freedom, and the coefficients account for charge and spins.
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The subscript “0” emphasizes the absence of the external
magnetic field.
In the presence of an external and uniform magnetic field

B, which defines the z-direction, the above expressions
become

V1
χ ¼

4

2

Z
d4p
ð2πÞ4 ðlnD

−1
B ðpÞÞ; ð11Þ

V1
ψχ

¼ 1

2

Z
d4p
ð2πÞ4 lnDetðS

−1
B ðpÞÞ; ð12Þ

where D and S are the propagators of boson and fermion,
respectively, and are given by

DBðpÞ ¼
Z

∞

0

ds
cosqχBs

×exp

�
is

�
p2
jj −p2⊥

tanqχBs

qχBs
−m2

χ þ iϵ

��
; ð13Þ

SBðpÞ ¼
Z

∞

0

ds
cos qχBs

× exp

�
is

�
p2
jj − p2⊥

tan qχBs

qχBs
−m2

ψχ
þ iϵ

��

×

�
ðmψχ

þ =pjjÞeiqχBsΣ3 −
=p⊥

cos qχBs

�
; ð14Þ

with s the Schwinger’s proper time parameter, ða · bÞjj≡
a0b0 − a3b3, ða · bÞ⊥ ≡ a1b1 þ a2b2, and Σ3 ≡ iγ1γ2. qχ
denotes the charge associated to the heavy superfield
fermion or boson components.
Once the integration over the momentum is carried out,

and all divergent terms are isolated, the effective potential
can be rewritten as

V1ðϕ; BÞ ¼ V1
0 þ V1

qχB2 þ V1
df; ð15Þ

with

V1
0 ¼

1

8π2

Z
∞

0

ds
s3

fe−sm2
χ − e−sm

2
ψχ g; ð16Þ

V1
qχB2 ¼ −

1

8π2

Z
∞

0

ds
s
fe−sm2

χ þ 2e−sm
2
ψχ g ðqχBÞ

2

6
; ð17Þ

V1
df ¼

1

8π2

Z
∞

0

ds
s3

�
e−sm

2
χ

�
qχBs

sinhðqχBsÞ
− 1þ 1

6
ðqχBsÞ2

�

− e−sm
2
ψχ

�
qχBscothðqχBsÞ− 1−

1

3
ðqχBsÞ2

��
; ð18Þ

where the massesmχ andmψχ
keep track of the bosonic and

fermionic sectors, respectively. Notice that the effective

potential in Eq. (18) is divergence free (df) [20], mean-
while, the first two contributions to the effective potential
are divergent when SUSY is broken. However, since we are
considering the external magnetic field as a classical field,
then the energy of the quantum fluctuations cannot go
beyond a certain scale Λ. Thus, in these two integrals we
have to introduce this ultraviolet cutoff. By doing this, it is
not difficult to show that each expression goes like

V1
0 ¼ −

1

32π2

�
m4

χ ln

�
m2

χ

Λ2

�
−m4

ψχ
ln

�
m2

ψχ

Λ2

��
þ C; ð19Þ

V1
qχB2 ¼ −

1

8π2
ðqχBÞ2

6

��
−γE − ln

�
m2

χ

Λ2

��

þ 2

�
−γE − ln

�
m2

ψχ

Λ2

���
; ð20Þ

where C is a constant which can be determined from the
renormalization conditions. Note that the main divergences
cancel out and the remaining ones are due to the soft SUSY
breaking term which we have defined as the slight differ-
ence between the fermion and boson masses, that is

m2
χðBÞ ¼ 2g2ϕ2 þm2

bðBÞ þM2
s ;

m2
Ψχ
ðBÞ ¼ 2g2ϕ2 þm2

fðBÞ; ð21Þ

where m2
bðBÞ and m2

fðBÞ are the magnetic one-loop self-
energy corrections to the fermion and boson masses,
respectively.
The integral over the proper time in Eq. (18) can be

exactly done, obtaining

V1
df ¼

ðqχBÞ2
8π2

��
4ζð1;0Þ

�
−1;

m2
χ

2qχB

�
− 2ζð1;0Þ

�
−1;

m2
χ

qχB

�

þ
m4

χð2 lnð2m
2
χ

qχB
Þ − 1Þ

4ðqχBÞ2
−
m2

χ lnð4Þ
2qχB

−
1

6
ln

�
m2

χ

4qχB

�
−
1

6

�

−
�
−4ζð1;0Þ

�
−1;

mψχ

2

2qχB

�
þ
mψχ

4ð2 lnðmψχ
2

2qχB
Þ − 1Þ

4ðqχBÞ2

−
mψχ

2 lnðmψχ
2

2qχB
Þ

qχB
þ 1

3
ln

�
mψχ

2

2qχB

�
þ 1

3

��
: ð22Þ

In order to determine the Λ and C values, we impose that at
B ¼ 0, the effective potential lower value be zero at
ϕ ¼ ϕ0, with ϕ0 the inflaton vev, that is

V1ðϕ; BÞjϕ¼ϕ0
¼ 0 ð23Þ

and
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∂

∂ϕ
V1ðϕ; BÞj

ϕ¼ϕ0

¼ 0; ð24Þ

getting

ln

�
Λ2

2g2ϕ2
0 þM2

s

�
¼ 1

2
þ 2g2ϕ2

0

M2
s

ln

�
2g2ϕ2

0 þM2
s

2g2ϕ2
0

�
ð25Þ

and

C ¼ g2ϕ2
0M

2
s

32π2

�
4g2ϕ2

0 þM2
s

2g2ϕ2
0

þ 2
2g2ϕ2

0 þM2
s

M2
s

× ln

�
2g2ϕ2

0 þM2
s

2g2ϕ2
0

��
: ð26Þ

In the next section we shall calculate the magnetic con-
tribution to the heavy particle masses through the light
quantum fluctuations.

IV. HEAVY PARTICLES SELF-ENERGY

According to Eq. (7), there are four Feynman diagrams in
which the heavy fields interact with light particles. In what
follows we calculate each one of them in the presence of a
uniform magnetic field, bearing in mind that this external
magnetic field is the highest physical scale compared with
the light particle parameters, as temperature and masses.

A. Magnetic masses

1. Scalar self-energy dressed with magnetic field effects

In the case of the heavy scalar field there are two
different vertices that couple them with the light fields. Let
us start with the simplest interaction, displayed in Fig. 1(a),
representing the interaction between two heavy and two

light scalar fields. In the configuration space, it has
associated the following mathematical expression

−iΣðw;wÞ ¼ ð−i4h2Þ 1
2

X
i

DB
yiðw;wÞ; ð27Þ

where the sum over i accounts for the two light boson
species and the symmetry factor has been accounted for. In
the momentum space, the above equation reads

ΣðpÞ ¼ 2h2
X
i

Z
d4k
ð2πÞ4D

B
yiðkÞ; ð28Þ

with DB
yiðkÞ the scalar propagator given in Eq. (13). This

propagator can be rewritten in terms of the Landau levels
by doing a deformation in the integration contour over the
proper time s, as shown in [21].
Since, we are working with a strong magnetic field, the

light particles can be considered as constrained into the
lowest Landau level (LLL), where the scalar propagator
takes the form

DB
yiðkÞ ¼

2ie−k
2⊥=2qiB

k2jj − qiB −m2
i þ iϵ

: ð29Þ

Replacing this propagator in Eq. (28) and once the
integration over the transverse momentum is carried out,
we get

ΣðpÞ ¼ i
X
i

h2qiB
2π2

Z ffiffiffiffiffiffi
qχB

p

0

kjjdkjj
k2jj − qiB −m2

i
; ð30Þ

where the integral upper limit refers to the highest energy
scale in this approach.
Performing the integration over the parallel momentum

in Eq. (30) by a standard procedure, we obtain

ΣðpÞ ¼
X
i

h2qiB
4π2

ln

�
2qχBþm2

i

qχBþm2
i

�

≈
h2ðq1 þ q2ÞB

4π2
lnð2Þ: ð31Þ

Next, the other contribution to the scalar self-energy,
depicted in Fig. 1(b), comes from the interaction between
one heavy scalar and two light fermion fields. In configu-
ration space, it has the form

−iΣBðw; vÞ ¼ h2Tr½SB1 ðw; vÞSB2 ðv; wÞ
− γ5SB1 ðw; vÞγ5SB2 ðv; wÞ�: ð32Þ

where

SBðx; zÞ ¼ Ωðx; zÞS̃Bðx − zÞ ð33Þ

FIG. 1. Feynman diagrams that account for the interaction
between heavy and light fields at one-loop, where double lines
indicate that the charged particles are dressed with the magnetic
field effects. Continuous lines indicate fermionic fields, ψχ and
ψyi , and dashed lines indicate bosonic fields, χ and yi.
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with Ωðx; zÞ ¼ exp ½−iq R z
x dξ · AðξÞ�, the Schwinger

phase, and

S̃Bðx − zÞ ¼
Z

d4p
ð2πÞ4 e

ip·ðx−zÞSBðpÞ ð34Þ

the fermion propagator symmetric part in the momentum
space given in Eq. (14).

Note that, as the heavy field is charged, the following
relation holds

qχ ¼ q1 − q2; ð35Þ

with qi > 0 the charge of each light particle.
Using the above relations in Eq. (32), we get

ΣBðw; vÞ ¼ ih2Ω1ðw; vÞΩ2ðv; wÞTr½S̃B1 ðw − vÞS̃B2 ðv − wÞ − γ5SB1 ðw − vÞγ5SB2 ðv − wÞ�; ð36Þ

which, in momentum space, becomes

ΣBðk; lÞ ¼ ih2
Z

d4wd4veik·we−il·vΩ1ðw; vÞΩ2ðv; wÞ

×
Z

d4pd4j
ð2πÞ8 e−ip·ðw−vÞe−ij·ðv−wÞTr½SB1 ðpÞSB2 ðjÞ − γ5SB1 ðpÞγ5SB2 ðjÞ�: ð37Þ

Once we perform the integration over w and v [22], we get

ΣBðk; lÞ ¼ i
h24ð2πÞ6
ðqχBÞ2

Z
d4pd4j
ð2πÞ8 δð2Þjj ðk − pþ jÞδð2Þjj ð−lþ p − jÞe− 2i

qχB
½ϵijðki−piþjiÞð−ljþpj−jjÞ�

× Tr½SB1 ðpÞSB2 ðjÞ − γ5SB1 ðpÞγ5SB2 ðjÞ�; ð38Þ

where ϵij is the Levi-Civita tensor in a 2-dimensional space associated with the transverse components.
With the delta functions, the integral over one parallel momentum can straightforwardly be done

Σðk; lÞ ¼ i
h24ð2πÞ4
ðqχBÞ2

δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ
Z

d4pd2j⊥
ð2πÞ6 e

−2i
½ðqχ ÞB�½ϵijðki−piþjiÞð−ljþpj−jjÞ�

× Tr½SB1 ðpÞSB2 ððp − lÞjj; j⊥Þ − γ5SB1 ðpÞγ5SB2 ððp − lÞjj; j⊥Þ�: ð39Þ

Following the same procedure as for the scalar propagator, the fermion propagator in the LLL, has the form [23]

SBðpÞ ¼ i
e−

p2⊥
qB

p2
jj −m2 þ iϵ

ðmþ =pjjÞð1 − iγ1γ2Þ: ð40Þ

Using this propagator in Eq. (39), and once the integration over transverse momentum and the trace over the Dirac gamma
matrices are performed, we get

Σðk; lÞ ¼ i16
h2q1q2
q2χ

ð2iÞ2ð2πÞ2δð2Þjj ðk − lÞe−
ðq1þq2Þ

q2χB
ðk−lÞ2⊥e

2i
qχB

ϵijkilj

×
Z

d2pjj
ð2πÞ2

p:ðp − lÞjj
½p2

jj −m2
1 þ iϵ�½ðp − lÞ2jj −m2

2 þ iϵ� : ð41Þ

The remaining integral over the parallel momenta can be easily done resorting to the standard procedure in QFT, obtaining
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Σðk; lÞ ¼ i16
h2q1q2
q2χ

ð2iÞ2ð2πÞ2δð2Þjj ðk − lÞe−
ðq1þq2Þ

q2χB
ðk−lÞ2⊥e

2i
qχB

ϵijkilj

×
i
4π

8><
>:ln

�
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�
þ
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1 −m2

2

2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

× ln

0
B@l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q
1
CA
9>=
>;: ð42Þ

In order to match with the standard dimensions for the self-energy, which in this case are ½E2�, we need to invoke momentum
conservation (see Appendix) as follows

ΣBðk; lÞ ¼ ð2πÞ4δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ
�

1

qχB

�
Σ̃ðl; k⊥Þ; ð43Þ

where the factor that involves the magnetic field emphasises the momentum conservation in the transverse direction. In such
a way, from Eq. (42), we get

Σ̃ðk; l⊥Þ ¼ 4
h2q1q2qχB

q2χπ3
e
−ðq1þq2Þ

q2χB
ðk−lÞ2⊥e

2i
qχB

ϵijkilj

×
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:ln

�
m1m2

μ2

�
þ

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2

2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

× ln

0
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1 −m2
2 þ
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ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q
1
CA
9>=
>;: ð44Þ

In the above equation, strictly speaking, we do not have a Dirac delta function that accounts for the transverse momentum
conservation of the heavy field, nevertheless, as both l⊥ and k⊥ are weighted by the magnetic field, they are of the same
order of magnitude, which is negligible within this approximation. With this in mind, we hereafter take equal l and k, and
Eq. (44) reduces to

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ 4

π3
h2q1q2B

qχ

×

8<
:ln

�
m1m2

μ2

�
þ

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2

2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

× ln

0
B@l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ

q
1
CA
9>=
>;; ð45Þ

where μ is an ultraviolet cutoff, that can be related with the magnetic field ðμ2 ∝ q1BÞ. As the main contribution to the mass
comes from the region l2jj ≲ q1B, Eq. (45) becomes

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ −
4

π3
h2q1q2B

qχ
ln

�
q1B
m1m2

�
: ð46Þ
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The interaction between one heavy and two light scalar fields, Feynman diagram in Fig. 1(c), does not contribute to the
scalar self-energy as shown in [11], in this way we ignore it.
Taking into account both contributions, Eq. (46) and Eq. (31), the total magnetic effect to the heavy boson mass

reduces to

m2
χðBÞ ≈M2 −

4

π3
h2q1q2B

qχ
ln

�
q1B
m1m2

�
; ð47Þ

with M2 ¼ 2g2ϕ2.

2. Fermion self-energy dressed with magnetic field effects

In configuration space the self-energy of the fermionic heavy field, interacting with one fermion and one scalar light
fields, shown in Fig. 1(d), has the form

−iΣBðw; vÞ ¼ −2h2DB
y ðw; vÞSBψy

ðv; wÞ
¼ −2h2Ωyðw; vÞΩψy

ðv; wÞD̃B
y ðw − vÞS̃Bψy

ðv − wÞ; ð48Þ

where we have decomposed the boson propagator in the same way as the fermion propagator in Eq. (33).
In momentum space, the above equation becomes

ΣBðk; lÞ ¼ −2ih2
Z

d4wd4veik·we−il·vΩ1ðw; vÞΩ2ðv; wÞ
Z

d4pd4j
ð2πÞ8 e−ip·ðw−vÞe−ij·ðv−wÞDB

y ðpÞSBψy
ðjÞ: ð49Þ

Once we perform the integration over w and v [22], we get

ΣBðk; lÞ ¼ −i
2h24ð2πÞ6
ðqχBÞ2

Z
d4pd4j
ð2πÞ8 DB

y ðpÞSBψy
ðjÞδð2Þjj ðk − pþ jÞδð2Þjj ð−lþ p − jÞe− 2i

qχB
½ϵijðki−piþjiÞð−ljþpj−jjÞ�: ð50Þ

With the delta functions, the integral over one parallel momentum can straightforwardly be done

Σðk; lÞ ¼ −i
128π4h2

ðqχBÞ2
δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ

Z
d4pd2j⊥
ð2πÞ6 DB

y ðpÞSBψy
ððp − lÞjj; j⊥Þe

−2i
½ðqχ ÞB�½ϵijðki−piþjiÞð−ljþpj−jjÞ�: ð51Þ

Using the LLL boson and fermion propagators, Eqs. (29) and (40), in Eq. (51), and once the integration over transverse
momentum is carried out, we arrive at

Σðk; lÞ ¼ i
64π2h2q1q2

q2χ
δð2Þjj ðk − lÞe−

ðq1þq2Þ
q2χB

ðk−lÞ2⊥e
2i
qχB

ϵijkilj

×
Z

d2pjj
ð2πÞ2

ð=pjj − =ljj þm2Þð1 − iγ1γ2Þ
½p2

jj − qyB −m2
1 þ iϵ�½ðp − lÞ2jj −m2

2 þ iϵ� : ð52Þ

The remaining integral over the parallel momenta can be easily done resorting to the standard procedure on QFT, obtaining

Σðk; lÞ ¼ −
16πh2q1q2

q2χ
δð2Þjj ðk − lÞe−

ðq1þq2Þ
q2χB

ðk−lÞ2⊥e
2i
qχB

ϵijkilj

×

8<
:

=ljj
2l2jj

ln

�
m2

2

m2
1 þ q1B

�
þ
�
m2 þ

=ljjðl2jj þm2
2 −m2

1Þ
2l2jj

�
iffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

4l2jjm
2
2 − ð−l2jj þm2

1 −m2
2 þ q1BÞ2

q

× ln

0
B@l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2 − q1Bþ i

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
4l2jjm

2
2 − ð−l2jj þm2

1 −m2
2 þ q1BÞ2

q

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 − q1B − i
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
4l2jjm

2
2 − ð−l2jj þm2

1 −m2
2 þ q1BÞ2

q
1
CA
9>=
>;ð1 − iγ1γ2Þ: ð53Þ
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Once we employ Eq. (43), and bearing in mind the argument above Eq. (45), we get

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ −
1

π3
h2q1q2B
2qχl2jj

8><
>:=ljj ln

�
m2

2

m2
1 þ q1B

�
þ

2l2jjm2 þ =ljjðl2jj þm2
2 −m2

1Þffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þ
q

× ln

0
B@l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2 − q1B −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þ
q

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 − q1Bþ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm2 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p

Þ2Þ
q

1
CA
9>=
>;ð1 − iγ1γ2Þ: ð54Þ

In order to calculate the magnetic mass contribution, following the procedure sketched in the Appendix B in Ref. [4], let us
write the propagator dressed with the magnetic field through the quantum correction as follows

S−1B ¼ =l −M − Σ̃B

¼ ð=l −M − Σ̃BÞΔðþÞ þ ð=l −M − Σ̃BÞΔð−Þ; ð55Þ

with Δð�Þ≡ 1
2
ð1� Σ3Þ, the spin projectors along the magnetic field direction. Once we replace Eq. (54) in Eq. (55), the

above equation can be rewritten as

S−1B ¼ ð=l −MþÞΔðþÞ þ ð=A −M−ÞΔð−Þ ð56Þ

where the asymmetry in the two terms rises as consequence of the interaction between the strong magnetic field and the spin
particle. The Aμ components and the M� are defined as

A0 ¼ l0 þ l0
h2q1q2B
π3qχl2jj

8<
:ln
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A1 ¼ l1;

A2 ¼ l2;

A3 ¼ l3 þ l3
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π3qχl2jj

8<
:ln

�
m2

2

m2
1 þ q1B

�
þ

	
l2jj þm2

2 −m2
1



ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi	
l2jj −

	
m2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

	

l2jj −
	
m2 −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

r

× ln

0
B@
l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2 − q1B −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi	
l2jj −

	
m2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

	

l2jj −
	
m2 −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

r

l2jj −m2
1 −m2

2 − q1Bþ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi	
l2jj −

	
m2 þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

	

l2jj −
	
m2 −

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

1 þ q1B
p 


2

r
1
CA
9>=
>;;

Mþ ¼ M;

M− ¼ M −
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Now, replacing Eq. (56) in the effective potential given in
Eq. (12), the magnetic correction to the heavy fermion mass
can be identified, in the strong field limit, as

m2
ψχ
ðBÞ ¼ M2 þ h2q2

π3qχ

�
q1B ln

�
q1B
m2

2

�
þm2

1

− ðl2jj −m2
1 þ 2mψχ

m2 þm2
2Þ ln

�
q1B
m2

2

��
; ð58Þ

where we have kept terms up to Oðh2Þ, consistent with the
perturbative expansion done in this work. Since the main
contribution to the mass comes from the l2jj ≲ q1B region,
then the above equation reduces to

m2
ψχ
ðBÞ ¼ M2 þ h2q1q2B

π3qχ
ln
�
q1B
m2

2

�
: ð59Þ

With the above result we conclude the magnetic contribution
to the heavy particle masses. By comparing Eqs. (47) and
(59), we note that the soft-SUSY breaking term, introduced
by M2

s in the boson mass, has an additional source for
symmetry breaking coming from the magnetic field.

B. Heavy charged scalar decay width into two light
charged fermions

Since the main ingredient in the warm inflation scenario
is a dissipation term coming from the inflaton decay that
dominates over the one generated by the universe expan-
sion, in this subsection we compute the effect of the
magnetic field on the decay process of a scalar boson to
charged fermions, in order to show the trend of the
magnetic contribution. The decay width of a scalar particle
to two bosons [Fig. 1(c)] can easily be estimated following
the same calculation scheme, although this diagram is

subdominant with respect to the one in Fig. 1(b). On
another hand, the study of the decay, in the presence of a
magnetic field, of a fermion into a fermion and a scalar
[Fig. 1(d)], where all of them are charged, is more involved
and will be worked out elsewhere.
In order to calculate the charged scalar particle decay

width we shall make use of the optical theorem, which
relates the self-energy imaginary part with the decay width,
as follows

ΓðlÞ ¼ −
ImðΣðlÞÞ

l0
: ð60Þ

Since the main contribution to scalar self-energy comes
from Fig. 1(b), let us start by rewriting Eq. (41), as

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼−i
16

π2
h2

q1q2
qχ

B

×
Z

d2pjj
ð2πÞ2

p:ðp− lÞjj
½p2

jj−m2
1þ iϵ�½ðp− lÞ2jj −m2

2þ iϵ� ; ð61Þ

where we have used the ansatz in Eq. (43) and kept the
integration over the internal momentum. Note that, in the
low transverse momentum approximation, we can safely
ignore the exponential factors due to they are suppressed by
the magnetic field.
Next, with the help of the identity

1

A
¼ −i

Z
∞

0

ds eisA; ð62Þ

where ImðAÞ > 0 is assumed, we rewrite the denominators
in Eq. (61), getting

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ i
16

π2
h2

q1q2
qχ

B
Z

d2pjj
ð2πÞ2 ds1ds2p:ðp − lÞjjeis1½p

2
jj−m

2
1
þiϵ�eis2½ðp−lÞ

2
jj−m

2
2
þiϵ�: ð63Þ

Now, by using the change of variables

s1 ¼
s
2
ð1þ vÞ and s2 ¼

s
2
ð1 − vÞ; ð64Þ

and performing the Gaussian integrals over the p momentum, we get

Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ i
16

π2
h2

q1q2
qχ

B
Z

1

−1
dv

Z
∞

0

ds
1

8π

�
i
s
−
1 − v2

4
l2
�
eis½

1−v2
4
l2jj−m

2
1

ð1þvÞ
2

−m2
2

ð1−vÞ
2

þiϵ�; ð65Þ

where the iϵ was omitted for the sake of simplicity. Note that the first term, in Eq. (65), becomes divergent in the region
s → 0. In order to isolate the main divergence in the above equation, we integrate by parts over v, and we obtain
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Σ̃ðlÞ ¼ i
16

π2
h2

q1q2
qχ

B

�Z
∞

0

ids
8πs

ðe−isðm2
1
−iϵÞ þ e−isðm2

2
−iϵÞÞ

−
Z

1

−1
dv

Z
∞

0

ds
1

32π
ðð1þ v2Þl2jj þ 2vðm2

1 −m2
2ÞÞeis½

1−v2
4
l2jj−m

2
1

ð1þvÞ
2

−m2
2

ð1−vÞ
2

þiϵ�
�
: ð66Þ

It is not difficult to see that the first term in the above equation is a real quantity that does not contribute to the self-energy
imaginary part and thus we shall ignore it. For the second term, once the integration over s is carried out, we arrive at

ΣðlÞ ¼ 16

π2
h2

q1q2
qχ

B
Z

1

−1
dv

1

32π

ð1þ v2Þl2jj þ 2vðm2
1 −m2

2Þ
1−v2
4

l2jj −m2
1
ð1þvÞ

2
−m2

2
ð1−vÞ
2

þ iϵ
: ð67Þ

Now, with the help of the identity

lim
ϵ→0

�
Im

�
1

xþ iϵ

��
¼ −πδðxÞ; ð68Þ

the self-energy imaginary part of Eq. (67), reads

ImðΣBðlÞÞ ¼ −
h2

2π2
q1q2
qχ

B
Z

1

−1
dv 4ðð1þ v2Þl2jj þ 2vðm2

1 −m2
2ÞÞδðð1 − v2Þl2jj − 2m2

1ð1þ vÞ − 2m2
2ð1 − vÞÞ:

¼ −
h2

π2
q1q2
qχ

B
2ðl2jj −m2

1 −m2
2Þffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

ðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þ
q θðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ; ð69Þ

where the θ function emerges as a consequence that v ∈ ½−1; 1�.
With the above at hand, then the decay width for this charged particle reads

ΓBðlÞ ¼ 2h2

π2
q1q2
qχ

B
l2jj −m2

1 −m2
2

l0
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þðl2jj − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þ

q θðl2jj − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ; ð70Þ

showing that the decay process grows linearly with the magnetic field.
In order to extract the magnetic field effect on the decay width, we repeat the above procedure in the case without any

external magnetic field, getting

ΓðlÞ ¼ h2

4π

ðl2 −m2
1 −m2

2Þ
l0l2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðl2 − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þðl2 − ðm1 −m2Þ2Þ

q
θðl2 − ðm1 þm2Þ2Þ: ð71Þ

In Fig. 2, we plot the ratio ΓBðlÞ=ΓðlÞ, as a function of the magnetic field strength, with Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05, m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3,
m2=ϕ0 ¼ 5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1, for a range allowed by the energy hierarchy scale.
In this figure, it is clear that the presence of a strong magnetic field enhances the heavy scalar decay width into a pair of

charged fermions. This result seems to reinforce one required condition within a warm inflationary scenario, which is that
the inflaton interaction with other fields becomes important during the inflationary stage. This statement is done by
assuming that the relation between the heavy particle decay χ and the inflaton field ϕ in the absence of an external magnetic
field, given by [11]

Γϕ ¼ g4ϕ4Γχ

2πðm2
χ þ Γ2

χÞ½2mχðm2
χ þ Γ2

χÞ1=2 þ 2m2
χ �1=2

; ð72Þ

holds in our case. Of course, Eq. (72) must be modified taking into account that the external heavy particles are affected by
the external magnetic field. This is an involved calculation, that needs a careful analysis. In the literature different results have
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been reported for the decay process in the presence of an
external magnetic field: some authors have obtained that the
magnetic field enhances the decay process, however other
authors get an opposite effect. All these works seem to
indicate that the behavior of the decay process with the
magnetic field strongly depends on the kinematics and
particles spin involved in the initial and final states, as well
as the external magnetic field strength (see, e.g., [6] and
references therein). The specific magnetic field effect on the
inflaton dissipation coefficient will be reported elsewhere.

V. RESULTS

A. Effective potential

In this section, we put together all the magnetic con-
tributions to the inflaton one-loop effective potential,
including thermal and magnetic effects, getting

Vðϕ; T; BÞ ¼ −
π

90
g�T4 þ V1ðϕ; BÞ; ð73Þ

where V1ðϕ; BÞ is the potential in Eq. (15) including the
magnetic masses.
In order to quantify the magnetic field effect on the

effective potential, let us define

ΔVðϕ; T; BÞ≡ Vð1Þðϕ; T; BÞ − Vð1Þð0; T; BÞ
Vð1Þð0; 0; 0Þ þ 1

¼ ΔVðϕ; BÞ; ð74Þ

where we compare the effective potential depth in the
presence of the magnetic field with the case without
magnetic field. Note that, in the physical scenario consid-
ered in this work, Eq. (74) does not depend on temperature.

In Fig. 3, we plot Eq. (74) as a function of ϕ=ϕ0 for
different magnetic field strengths. Taking into account the
limits imposed on the coupling constants by the slow-roll
conditions and the constraints from density perturbations
[11], the values we have chosen in the effective potential are
in concordance with the hierarchy scale used in the
calculations: Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05, m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3, m2=ϕ0 ¼
5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1 and h ¼ 0.1, resulting in Mχ=ϕ0 ¼
0.15, Mψχ

=ϕ0 ¼ 0.14 and Λ=ϕ0 ¼ 0.3.
As can be seen, the effect of the magnetic field on the

effective potential is to make it less steep, preserving the
slow-roll conditions.

B. Slow-roll parameters

The slow-roll conditions can be verified through the
parameters

ϵ ¼ m2
P

16π

�
V 0

V

�
2

and η ¼ m2
P

8π

�
V 00

V

�
; ð75Þ

which, in the case of warm inflation, are bounded by
[19,24]

ϵ < 1þ Γϕ

3H
and 1 < η < 1þ Γϕ

3H
: ð76Þ

For our model, in Fig. 4(a), we plot ϵ as a function of
ϕ=ϕ0, for different magnetic field strengths, showing that
the magnetic field effect keeps this slow-roll parameter
below the unit for a wider range of ϕ=ϕ0. As shown in
Fig. 4(b), the ϕ=ϕ0-values where ϵ ¼ 1 depend on the
magnetic field strength, supporting the idea that the
magnetic field effect preserves the potential flatness.
Taking as a reference point the value ϵ ¼ 1, which sets
the end of inflation in supercooled inflationary models,
the standard relation between the e-folds number and

FIG. 3. Effective potential normalized by Vð0; 0Þ, Eq. (74),
for different magnetic field strengths for Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05,
m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3, m2=ϕ0 ¼ 5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1 and h ¼ 0.1.

2 4 6 8 10
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q1B/ 0
2 (×10–4)

B
/

FIG. 2. Decay width ratio ΓB=Γ, Eqs. (70)–(71), of a heavy
charged scalar into two light charged fermions, for different
magnetic field strengths, for Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05, m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3,
m2=ϕ0 ¼ 5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1. The magnetic field enhances this
process.
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ϵ-parameter, suggests that within this model 60e-folds
inflationary expansion can be achieved. An accurate
estimation for the e-fold number must be done with the
help of Eq. (2.35) in Ref. [19], in which the Γϕ plays an
important role.
In the η-case, its value strongly depends on the stage in

the inflationary process. In order to get an idea about the
effect of the magnetic field on this parameter, let us consider
two different stages (a) at ϵ ¼ 1, keeping in mind that for
warm inflation this value does not represent the end of
inflationary expansion [25], and (b) an earlier inflationary
stage where ϵ < 1. In these neighborhoods, the η-parameter
is plotted as a function of ϕ=ϕ0 in Fig. 5, for different values
of the magnetic field strength, showing that its effect is to
enhance the η-value. This seems to favor the warm inflation
scenario (η > 1), nonetheless, the upper bound in Eq. (76)
needs to be checked. As we have mentioned by the end of
Sec. IV B, the calculation for Γϕ is a work in progress and is
needed to verify that the upper limit in the η-parameter be
fulfilled.

VI. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper we have studied the effects that a possible
primordial magnetic field can have on the inflation’s
potential, taking as the underlying model a warm inflation
scenario and considering that all fields interacting with the
inflaton field are charged. The model is based on global
supersymmetry and a coupling between the inflaton and
heavy intermediate superfields which are in turn coupled to
light particles. In this context, since we have considered a
possible effect on the heavy field sector, then we worked in
the strong magnetic field approximation for the light fields.
This limit was taken when computing the light particles
contribution to the heavy sector self-energy, but the
expression for the effective potential, up to one-loop, is
exact. We studied its behavior, choosing coupling constants
and masses in concordance with the hierarchy scale used in
the calculations.
This work is an extension of a previous one in which the

weak magnetic field limit was considered and only the

FIG. 5. η as a function of ϕ=ϕ0 for three values of the magnetic field strength, (a) in the neighborhood of ϕ=ϕ0 for which ϵ ¼ 1 and
(b) for an earlier inflationary stage. In both cases, Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05, m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3, m2=ϕ0 ¼ 5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1, and h ¼ 0.1.

FIG. 4. (a) Slow-roll parameter ϵ for different magnetic field strengths and (b) ϕϵ¼1=ϕ0 as a function of the magnetic field, both with
Ms=ϕ0 ¼ 0.05, m1=ϕ0 ¼ 10−3, m2=ϕ0 ¼ 5 × 10−3, g ¼ 0.1, and h ¼ 0.1.

TOWARDS A MAGNETIC WARM INFLATION SCENARIO PHYS. REV. D 106, 043511 (2022)

043511-13



light sector was charged. As in our previous study, here we
found that the magnetic field effect on the effective
potential is to make it less steep as compared with the
vacuum case, showing that magnetic fields do not spoil
the inflationary process. This statement is supported by the
behavior shown by the slow-roll ϵ-parameter as a function
of the magnetic field. In the case of the η-parameter, we
have incorporated the magnetic field effect on it and we
have checked that the lower limit for this parameter (1 < η)
is fulfilled, however, we could not reach a firm conclusion
about the upper limit ðη < 1þ Γϕ=3HÞ, since the latter
depends directly on the inflaton decay rate that needs to be
analyzed carefully. In this work, we further explore the
viability of this scenario by estimating the magnetic field
effect on the heavy charged scalar decay width, finding an
enhancement on this process. A complete study of the
decay process of the particles involved in this model under
the influence of the external magnetic field is in progress
and will be presented elsewhere.
Our findings could be relevant in the scrutiny of the role

played by magnetic fields on cosmological events, since
there are good chances that they were present during the
early stages of the universe, where phase transitions
provided suitable conditions for their generation.
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APPENDIX: ON THE SELF-ENERGY
PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS

In this Appendix, we carry out a Fourier transform on the
configuration space self-energy, in order to isolate the
momentum conservation and, thus, identify the expression
for the self-energy in momentum space. With this in mind,
let us start by performing a Fourier transform on a generic
self-energy, Σðw; vÞ, getting

Σðk; lÞ ¼
Z

d4wd4veik·we−il·vΣðw; vÞ: ðA1Þ

Since the magnetic field only affects the transverse com-
ponents and it is expected that the transverse part of the
self-energy can be written as the product of the Schwinger
phase and a symmetric part (see, e.g., [26]), we can perform
the following decomposition

Σðk; lÞ ¼
Z

d4wd4veik·we−il·vΩðw⊥; v⊥ÞΣ̃ððw − vÞjj; ðw − vÞ⊥Þ; ðA2Þ

in a similar fashion as for the propagator.
Performing the change of variables, R ¼ wþ v and r ¼ w − v, and working in the symmetric gauge, where the phase

takes the form

Ωðw⊥; v⊥Þ ¼ exp

�
−iq

Z
v

w
dξ · AðξÞ

�
¼ exp

�
−i

qB
4

ð−r1R2 þ r2R1Þ
�
; ðA3Þ

the parallel part can easily be integrated, getting

Σðk; lÞ ¼ ð2πÞ2δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ
Z

d2r⊥d2R⊥eiRi½ðk−lÞi−qB
4
ϵijrj�eiðkþlÞ·r⊥ Σ̃ðkjj; r⊥Þ; ðA4Þ

where the indexes i, j ¼ 1, 2.
The integral over Ri is now straightforward and we get

Σðk; lÞ ¼ ð2πÞ2δð2Þjj ðk − lÞð2πÞ2
�

4

qB

�
2
Z

d2r⊥δ
�
r1 þ

4

qB
ðk − lÞ2

�
δ

�
r2 −

4

qB
ðk − lÞ1

�
eiðkþlÞ·r⊥ Σ̃ðkjj; r⊥Þ

¼ ð2πÞ4δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ
�

4

qB

�
2

e−
2
qBϵijlikj

Z
d2Q⊥
ð2πÞ2 e

i4½Q1ðk−lÞ2−Q2ðk−lÞ1�=qBΣ̃ðkjj; Q⊥Þ; ðA5Þ

where, in the last line, we made a Fourier transformation of the self-energy over the transverse coordinates and evaluated the
Dirac delta functions.
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Reorganizing the above equation in a convenient way, we rewrite it as

Σðk; lÞ ¼ ð2πÞ4δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ 1

qB

�
e−i

2
qBϵijlikj

Z
4d2Q⊥
π2qB

ei4½Q1ðk−lÞ2−Q2ðk−lÞ1�=qB
�
Σ̃ðkjj; Q⊥Þ

≡ ð2πÞ4δð2Þjj ðk − lÞ 1

qB
Σ̃ðk; l⊥Þ; ðA6Þ

in such a way, the factor within curly brackets is dimensionless, Σ̃ðkjj; Q⊥Þ has the expected dimensions for the self-energy
and the remaining factor accounts for the energy-momentum conservation, which in the absence of a magnetic field
becomes ð2πÞ4δð4Þðk − lÞ.
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