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We investigate a variant of the left-right symmetric model based on the SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR gauge group (32121). Spontaneously breaking of 32121 down to the Standard Model
(SM) gauge group requires a bidoublet under SUð2ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR, a right-handed doublet scalar under
SUð2ÞR, along with a SUð2Þ singlet scalar boson. Symmetry breaking leads to several neutral and charged
massive gauge bosons apart from the SMW and Z. The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) results for the search
of heavy gauge bosons can be used to constrain the vacuum expectation values responsible for giving
masses to these extra heavy gauge bosons. The physical spectrum of the scalar bosons contains several
neutral CP-even and CP-odd states and a couple of charged scalars apart from the SM-like Higgs boson.
We have put constraints on the masses of some of these scalars from the existing LHC data. The possible
decay rates and production cross sections of these scalars have been investigated in some detail. Production
cross sections for some of the scalars look promising at the 14 and 27 TeV runs of the LHC with the high
luminosity option. We keep, in our model, all the fermions present in the 27-dimensional fundamental
representation of E6. Mass limit of one such exotic lepton has also been derived from present LHC data. It
is noted that some of these neutral exotic lepton or neutral scalar bosons of this model can serve the purpose
of cold dark matter.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.105.075021

I. INTRODUCTION

The Standard Model (SM) of particle physics has been
extremely successful in describing the interactions of
elementary particles and fundamental forces operative in
microscopic world. Probably the most subtle prediction of
the SM has been the existence of a scalar boson, the Higgs
boson, which is responsible for giving masses to all the
elementary particles. With the discovery of Higgs boson
[1,2] at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), CERN, all the
predictions of the SM has been tested. In spite of its
immense success, the SM in its original form miserably
fails to explain one important piece of experimental
observations, namely, the existence of dark matter (DM),
a new kind of very weakly interacting but massive matter
pervading the whole Universe. Moreover, it is very crucial
to know whether the discovered 125 GeV Higgs boson is
the sole agent for electroweak symmetry breaking or a more

rich scalar sector is responsible for such an act. There are
several theoretical studies [3] that have been devoted to
investigate the phenomenology of extended Higgs sectors.
It is important to note that any model with extended scalar
sector must contain a physical CP-even scalar boson with
exactly the same properties of the SM Higgs. The extended
scalar sector may also be instrumental in resolving some of
the shortcomings of the SM. As for example, extended
Higgs sectors with singlet scalars may resolve the problem
of dark matter [4]. Left-right (LR) symmetric triplet Higgs
models are very popular in explaining neutrino masses via
seesaw mechanisms [5,6]. Multi-Higgs doublet models
have been used in explaining flavor problems [7]. An
added bonus for many such models with an extended Higgs
sector is a possibility of a stable neutral scalar that may act
as a suitable candidate for DM. On the experimental front,
signatures for extra neutral and charged scalar bosons have
already been in the top of the agenda for all the past and
present experimental programmes. Unfortunately, the evi-
dence for the SM-like Higgs boson has been observed so
far. Present precision of experimental data on Higgs signal
strengths in different channels and our lack of experimental
knowledge on Higgs trilinear coupling limits us from
conclusively deciding whether the 125 GeV boson is the
only agent of electroweak symmetry breaking [8]. In near
future, with the high luminosity (HL) 14 (27) TeV run of
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the LHCwe expect these pictures to be more clearer. So it is
of utmost priority for particle physics community to
construct such models with extended scalar and/or gauge
sector and check whether these models are consistent with
the available and future experimental data from the LHC. A
number of such models have been proposed and their
possible experimental signatures at the LHC have been
sought for. Unfortunately, many such efforts have been
futile so far. Nonobservation of any signature of physics
beyond the SM (whether supersymmetry [9] or extradi-
mension [10]), only pushes the scale of such new dynamics
in upward direction.
In an endeavor to construct a model that has a rich scalar

sector satisfying the LHC data we turn our attention to an
unifying gauge group E6 [11], which can be broken down
to ½SUð3Þ�3 followed by a further breakdown to SUð3ÞC ⊗
SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR (32121). We will
not be interested in the dynamics that may be responsible
for the aforementioned symmetry breaking chain, rather we
will be investigating the appearance of the SM gauge group
from 32121 and the resulting phenomenology of additional
particles and their interactions among themselves or with
the particles of SM. The main advantage of working in a
framework of unifying group like E6 is the natural
appearance of right-handed neutrinos as well as three
generations of heavy neutral leptons, singlet under either
of SUð2Þ groups. The right-handed heavy neutrinos may be
responsible for neutrino mass generations via the (type-I)
seesaw mechanism. This model contains a large number of
neutral and charged scalar bosons after the spontaneous
breakdown of SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR to
the electroweak (EW) gauge group of the SM. These color
singlet scalars originate from a (1, 3, 3̄) representation of
½SUð3Þ�3. The presence of such a rich scalar sector is one of
the reasons behind the present investigation. Furthermore,
several exotic fermions will arise from the 27-dimensional
fundamental representation of E6. Some of the neutral
Higgs bosons and charge neutral leptons may also serve the
purpose of dark matter. However, in this article we will
mainly investigate the phenomenology of the extended
scalar sector. A separate study will be devoted to the DM
aspect of this model.
Although, the scalar sector of the model under consid-

eration have many similarities with that of the left-right
model, the phenomenology of the scalar sector has some
distinct features that are different from the left-right
symmetric model (LRSM). In the present work, we have
banked on these features of the model to distinguish it from
the often studied models like LRSM. Let us emphasize on
the novelty of the present work in the following:

(i) Although the 32121 gauge group respects the LR
symmetry, the model under consideration is different
from the conventional LRSM. The first hint of this
difference comes from the fact that both the bidoub-
let vacuum expectation values (VEVs) k1 and k2

cannot be simultaneously set to nonzero values
unlike its more familiar variant based on SUð2ÞL ×
SUð2ÞR ×Uð1ÞB−L unless we consider a trilinear
term in the scalar potential. Even after adding such a
term that comes out to be small along with the small
value of k2, the phenomenology of this model
remains practically the same as the k2 ¼ 0 case.
This makes the phenomenology of the scalar sector
of 32121 model different from LRSM.

(ii) We have considered the complete set of fermions
arising from the 27-dimensional representation of
E6. Some of these fermions are stable but have
electric charges. We have for the first time derived
bounds on their masses from the present LHC data.
A detailed endeavor from our experimentalist
friends to study their signature including detector
simulation is presently unavailable and is urgently
needed.

(iii) Although one of the charged Higgs bosons arising in
the model has a conventional decay to tb, the other
one is stable and produces a charged track in the
detector. Such stable charged bosons are not present
in the LRSM and their signatures have not been
discussed in the present literature so far.

(iv) The pair production of charged and neutral Higgs
bosons arising from left-handed doublet will pro-
duce either two charged tracks or a single charged
track in the detector, giving rise to a background free
novel signature of this model.

(v) Presence of a heavy neutral gauge boson, A0 apart
from Z0 (arising because of the presence of SUð2ÞR,
can be identified with the ZR in LRSM) is also a hall
mark of the model under the consideration. This
neutral boson arises due to the extra Uð1Þ factor in
32121 and couples to all the SM fermions, in
contrast to several extensions of the SM by an extra
Uð1Þ, where this heavy neutral state has selective
coupling with the SM fermions. Unlike the LRS
model, where only one heavy neutral gauge boson is
present, 32121 is characterized by two such states
with similar properties but having different masses.

(vi) Three possible dark matter candidates in the forms
of an exotic fermion and a scalar and a pseudoscalar
originating from left doublet, are present in the
spectrum. Although we will not discuss the direct
detection bounds or relic density, a lower bound on
the mass of the scalar has been derived indirectly
from the LHC data in the present analysis.

Before we come to an end of this section, it is important
to mention that we have only guided by the framework of
E6 to study the phenomenology of the a set of scalars
whose masses are somehow interlaced due to the structure
of the scalar potential respecting the local 32121 gauge
symmetry. Similarly, the gauge group and complete set of a
27-plet of fermions are chosen from a low energy point of
view. Let us reemphasize that we will not study the
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symmetry breaking chain E6 → ½SUð3Þ�3 → 32121, nei-
ther we start with an unifying Yukawa texture appropriate
for E6 starting from the Grand Unified Theory (GUT) scale
to generate the same at the EW scale by the renormalization
group equation running. The Yukawa matrices in our
analysis have been assumed to be nondiagonal.
However, we will not discuss the pattern of masses and
mixings for the exotic fermions present in the spectrum.
The physical masses and mixings (in the case of the SM
sector) have been assumed to be in consistency with the
observed values of SM fermions while, for the exotic
sector, they are free parameters defined at the EW scale. So,
our connection to E6 is only confined to the choice of gauge
group and choice of fermions at low energy, without
considering any effect from high scale physics creeping
in due to renormalization.
Plan of the article is the following. In Sec. II, we discuss

the symmetry breaking mechanism and spectra of Higgs
bosons after spontaneous symmetry breaking (SSB). This
section will also contain a discussion of gauge boson
masses and fermion Yukawa interaction with the scalars. In
the next section we will discuss in detail the phenomenol-
ogy of the physical Higgs bosons which arise in the model
after SSB. The decay branching ratios (BRs) and produc-
tion cross sections of such Higgs bosons are presented in
Sec. III in the context of the 14 and 27 TeV runs of the
LHC. Finally, we conclude in Sec. IV.

II. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗
Uð1ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR MODEL

In this article, we will be interested in an extension of the
SM whose root can be traced back to the grand unified
group E6. However at the energy scale of the LHC
experiment in which we are interested, we keep all the
fermions and Higgs multiplets excepting a few colored
scalar bosons, which naturally arise in the 27-dimensional
fundamental representation of E6. However, to keep the
number of matter fields in our model to a minimum, wewill
assume that the colored scalars are too heavy (of the order
of symmetry breaking scale of ½SUð3Þ�3) to affect the
phenomenology at the LHC energy.1 Higgs multiplets will
be instrumental in breaking down SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗
Uð1ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR to the SM the gauge group,
while the complete set of fermions present in the 27-plet are
necessary for anomaly cancellation. However, this choice
of fermion representations used in our analysis is no way
unique. One can have a vanishing anomaly contribution
only by considering the left- and right-handed fermion
doublets LL, LR,QL, andQR. Hyper-charge assignments of

the rest of the fermion multiplets listed in Table I can then
be done by the consideration of anomaly cancellation
among the exotic fermions and can be done in more than
one way. We have presented two such cases in Table II.
It is important to note that, in such a situation, Uð1ÞL;R
charges for the Higgs multiplets will be different from the
case presented in this analysis. However, we will not
consider such a situation and present our phenomenological
analysis with a complete set of fermions arising from
the 27-plet.

TABLE I. Fermions and bosons in the 32121 model with their
respective quantum numbers.

3C 2L 2R 1L 1R

Fermions LL 1 2 1 −1=6 −1=3
L̄R 1 1 2 1=3 1=6
L̄B 1 2 2 −1=6 1=6
L̄S 1 1 1 1=3 −1=3
QL 3 2 1 1=6 0
Q̄R 3̄ 1 2 0 −1=6
Q̄LS 3̄ 1 1 −1=3 0
QRS 3 1 1 0 1=3

Bosons ΦB 1 2 2 1=6 −1=6
ΦL 1 2 1 1=6 1=3
ΦR 1 1 2 −1=3 −1=6
ΦS 1 1 1 −1=3 1=3

Gauge bosons Gi; i ¼ 1;…; 8 8 1 1 0 0
Wi

L; i ¼ 1, 2, 3 1 3 1 0 0
Wi

R; i ¼ 1, 2, 3 1 1 3 0 0
BL 1 1 1 0 0
BR 1 1 1 0 0

TABLE II. Fermions and scalars in the 32121 model with their
respective quantum numbers. The important thing to note here is
that the Uð1ÞL hypercharges of QLS and QRS have to be the same
to cancel chiral anomaly. This is similar for the case ofUð1ÞR too.
But with Uð1ÞL and Uð1ÞR, the hypercharges for each of them
may not be equal. That depends upon the charge assignment of
QLS;QRS. However, we consider that QLS;QRS have 2=3 charge.
So it is an easy way to choose theUð1ÞL and Uð1ÞR hypercharges
of QLS as well as having QRS be equal, i.e., 1=3.

3C 2L 2R 1L 1R

LL 1 2 1 1 −3=2
L̄R 1 1 2 −1 3=2
QL 3 2 1 −1=3 1=2
Q̄R 3̄ 1 2 1=3 −1=2

ΦB 1 2 2 0 0
ΦR 1 1 2 1 −3=2
ΦS 1 1 1 0 0

L̄B 1 2 2 0 0
Q̄LS 3̄ 1 1 1=3 1=3
QRS 3 1 1 −1=3 −1=3
L̄S 1 1 1 0 0

1If we intend to break the ½SUð3Þ�3 to 31221 by embedding the
former into a five-dimensional manifold and applying appropriate
orbifold boundary conditions, then one may get rid of such
colored scalars by choosing appropriate boundary conditions on
these fields at the orbifold boundaries [12].
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Gauge bosons present in this model automatically
follows from the gauge group of our interest. The matter
and gauge fields that are present in our model are listed
in Table I.2

The first block represents the minimal matter contents in
the fermion sector, i.e., SM fermions with right-handed
neutrinos. The scalars in the next block will provide us a
gauge invariant Yukawa Lagrangian generating the masses
of the SM fermions and Majorana mass for νR. We can
generate the masses of all the exotic fermions with ΦS.
The third block represents the other beyond the Standard

Model (BSM) fermions present in 27-plet and separately
cancels chiral anomaly. LB is a SU(2) doublet but an U(1)
singlet, while LS is a pure singlet. Here are two cases. For
QLS as well as QRS, separately,
(1) If the Uð1ÞL hypercharge is equal to the Uð1ÞR

hypercharge (i.e., same value/sign), then QLS;QRS
will be vectorlike and they will not contribute in
anomaly cancellation.

(2) If the Uð1ÞL hypercharge is not equal to the Uð1ÞR
hypercharge (i.e., different value/sign),QLS;QRS will
be chiral fermions and will contribute in anomaly
cancellation.

A. Scalar sector of SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR model

We now briefly discuss the Higgs multiplets respon-
sible for symmetry breaking and their interactions in this
model. The scalar sector of the 32121 model contains one
Higgs bidoublet (ΦB), one left-handed (ΦL) and one right-
handed (ΦR) weak doublets, and a singlet Higgs boson
(ΦS) with nonzero Uð1Þ charges. These scalars arise from
the (1, 3, 3̄) representation of ½SUð3Þ�3. For a complete
symmetry breaking mechanism from 32121→SUð3ÞC⊗
SUð2ÞL⊗Uð1ÞY →SUð3ÞC⊗Uð1ÞEM, the alignments of
Higgs bidoublet, right (left)-handed doublet and the singlet
will be the following.

ΦB ¼
 1ffiffi

2
p ðk1 þ h01 þ iξ01Þ hþ1

h−2
1ffiffi
2

p ðk2 þ h02 þ iξ02Þ

!
;

ΦL ¼
 

hþL
1ffiffi
2

p ðvL þ h0L þ iξ0LÞ

!
; ΦR ¼

 
1ffiffi
2

p ðvR þ h0R þ iξ0RÞ
h−R

!
; ΦS ¼

1ffiffiffi
2

p ðvS þ h0S þ iξ0SÞ: ð1Þ

The Higgs potential, V, which obeys symmetry of the gauge group, can be written as a sum of two parts V1 and V2, where

V1 ¼ −μ21TrðΦB
†ΦBÞ − μ23ðΦL

†ΦL þΦR
†ΦRÞ − μ24ΦS

†ΦS þ λ1Tr½ðΦB
†ΦBÞ2� þ λ3ðTr½ΦB

†Φ̃B�Tr½Φ̃†
BΦB�Þ

þ α1ðΦ†
SΦSÞ2 þ β1Tr½ΦB

†ΦB�ðΦ†
SΦSÞ þ γ1½ðΦ†

LΦLÞ þ ðΦ†
RΦRÞ�ðΦ†

SΦSÞ
þ ρ1½ðΦ†

LΦLÞ2 þ ðΦ†
RΦRÞ2� þ ρ3½ðΦ†

LΦLÞðΦ†
RΦRÞ� þ c1Tr½ΦB

†ΦB�½ðΦ†
LΦLÞ þ ðΦ†

RΦRÞ�
þ c3½ðΦ†

LΦBΦ
†
BΦLÞ þ ðΦ†

RΦ
†
BΦBΦRÞ� þ c4½ðΦ†

LΦ̃BΦ̃
†
BΦLÞ þ ðΦ†

RΦ̃
†
BΦ̃BΦRÞ� ð2Þ

and

V2 ¼ μBSTr½Φ†
BΦ̃B�Φ�

S þ H:c: ð3Þ
All the parameters in V are considered to be real

excluding any possibility of CP violation via the Higgs
sector. V has a symmetry under the L ↔ R exchange. In the
above, Φ̃B ≡ σ2Φ�

Bσ2.
We note that V1 has a symmetry corresponding to global

phase transformations on the fields

ΦB → eiθBΦB; ΦL → eiθLΦL;

ΦR → eiθRΦR and ΦS → eiθSΦS: ð4Þ

However, V2, which is proportional to μBS, breaks this
global symmetry explicitly (for example see Ref. [13])
otherwise respecting the symmetries of 32121 gauge
group. This results in the appearance of bilinear terms
like h01h

0
2, h

þ
1 h

−
2 . However, with both k1, k2 ≠ 0, such

bilinear terms also could be generated from the term
proportional to λ3. Setting one of these VEVs to zero
automatically prohibits the appearance of such bilinear
terms in the scalar potential. In other words, setting both
k1 and k2 to their nonzero values excluding V2, would
break the global symmetry in Eq. (4) spontaneously,
which results into undesirable extra massless scalar
modes. One can of course have nonzero k1 and k2
simultaneously, however in such a case, a trilinear term
proportional to μBS is necessary to break the global
symmetry explicitly and thus avoid the appearance of
extra Goldstone modes.

2Electric charge, Q, is defined through the relation Q ¼ T3Lþ
T3R þ YL=2þ YR=2. L and R carry their usual meaning. These
quantum numbers for each multiplet of 32121 model have been
noted in the Table I.
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The kinetic Lagrangian for scalars is

LΦ ¼ Tr½ðDμΦBÞ†ðDμΦBÞ� þ ðDμΦLÞ†ðDμΦLÞ þ ðDμΦRÞ†ðDμΦRÞ þ ðDμΦSÞ†ðDμΦSÞ: ð5Þ

It is needless to mention that covariant derivatives acting on different Higgs multiplets are not the same and contain
appropriate gauge bosons in them.
The minimization conditions we obtain are the following:

2
ffiffiffi
2

p
μBSk2vS þ k1ð2λ1k21 þ 2ðλ1 þ 2λ3Þk22 − 2μ21 þ ðc1 þ c4Þv2L þ ðc1 þ c3Þv2R þ β1v2SÞ ¼ 0; ð6Þ

2
ffiffiffi
2

p
μBSk1vS þ k2ð2λ1k22 þ 2ðλ1 þ 2λ3Þk21 − 2μ21 þ ðc1 þ c3Þv2L þ ðc1 þ c4Þv2R þ β1v2SÞ ¼ 0; ð7Þ

vL½ðc1 þ c4Þk21 þ ðc1 þ c3Þk22 − 2μ23 þ 2ρ1v2L þ ρ3v2R þ γ1v2S� ¼ 0; ð8Þ

vR½ðc1 þ c3Þk21 þ ðc1 þ c4Þk22 − 2μ23 þ 2ρ1v2R þ ρ3v2L þ γ1v2S� ¼ 0; ð9Þ

2
ffiffiffi
2

p
k1k2μBS þ vSðβ1ðk21 þ k22Þ − 2μ24 þ γ1ðv2L þ v2RÞ þ 2α1v2SÞ ¼ 0: ð10Þ

From Eqs. (6) and (7),

μ21 ¼
1

2k1
ð2

ffiffiffi
2

p
μBSk2vS þ k1ð2k21λ1 þ 2ðλ1 þ 2λ3Þk22 þ ðc1 þ c4Þv2L þ ðc1 þ c3Þv2R þ β1v2SÞÞ; ð11Þ

μ21 ¼
1

2k2
ð2

ffiffiffi
2

p
μBSk1vS þ k2ð2k22λ1 þ 2ðλ1 þ 2λ3Þk21 þ ðc1 þ c3Þv2L þ ðc1 þ c4Þv2R þ β1v2SÞÞ: ð12Þ

Using Eqs. (11) and (12) for k1, k2 ≠ 0, we have

μBS ¼
1ffiffiffi
2

p
vS

k1k2
k22 − k21

�
ðc3 − c4Þ

v2L − v2R
2

− 2λ3ðk22 − k21Þ
�
:

ð13Þ
Spontaneous breaking of left-right symmetry demands

vR ≠ 0. Thus Eq. (9) results in

μ23 ¼
1

2
½ðc1 þ c3Þk21 þ ρ3v2L þ 2ρ1v2R þ γ1v2S�: ð14Þ

The choice vL ≠ 0 leads to the appearance of an extra
massless scalar mode that is undesirable.3 So we stick to the
case with vL ¼ 0.
To break the extra Uð1Þ we have to opt for vS ≠ 0

resulting in [from Eq. (10)]

μ24 ¼
1

2vS
ð2

ffiffiffi
2

p
k1k2μBS þ vSðβ1ðk21 þ k22Þ

þ γ1ðv2L þ v2RÞ þ 2α1v2SÞÞ: ð15Þ

Once we fix the minimization conditions of the Higgs
potential, we are ready to note theHiggsmassmatrices under
such an alignment of the vacuum. However before delving
into the details of scalarmassmatrices let usmake some brief
comments on an important issue related to the minimum of
the scalar potential. It is important to note that a scalar
potential such as Eq. (2) depending on so many fields may
have more than one minima having varying depths. Thus
merely satisfying the minimization condition (by scalar
potential parameters) does not ascertain that one is at the
deepest minimum of the potential. In principle, different
choices of the scalar potential parameters correspond to
minima of different depths. Moreover, radiative corrections
can significantly change the structure of the scalar potential
and consequently change the depths of different minima of
the potential. Hence, it is expected that one must at least
incorporate one-loop corrections to the scalar potential to
before looking for the deepest minima. However the exercise
of calculating an effective potential at one loop for our model
is beyond the scope of the present analysis. Sowe stick to the
tree level potential and have not tried to look for its deepest
minima. As long as the tunneling time from the false vacuum
to the true (deepest) vacuum is larger than the lifetime of the
Universe, sitting at a minimum other than the deepest one is
not always hazardous. However a realistic estimation of this
tunneling time also requires a one loop corrected effective

3This is related to the spontaneous breakdown of a global
symmetry of the defined in Eq. (4).
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potential of our model. A recent study [14] has been devoted
to the analysis of the tree level scalar potential with particular
emphasis on vacuum alignment and structure of minima of
the potential. We would like to note that alignment of the
vacuum used in our analysis satisfies the criterion of a good
vacuum á la [14].

In the following, we note the CP-even, CP-odd,
and charged scalar mass matrices after replacing
μ1, μBS, μ3, and μ4 using Eqs. (11), (13), (14), and (15),
respectively.
In a basis, defined by the fields fh01; h02; h0L; h0R; h0Sg,

the square of CP-even mass matrix (M0
r
2) is

0
BBBBBBBBBB@

2λ1k21 þ k22Δ0 2λ1k1k2 þ k1k2Δ0 0 ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR β1k1vS −
k1k22Δ

0

vS

2λ1k1k2 þ k1k2Δ0 2λ1k22 þ k21Δ0 0 ðc1 þ c4Þk2vR β1k2vS −
k2
1
k2Δ0

vS

0 0 1
2
ððc4 − c3Þk2− þ ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2RÞ 0 0

ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR ðc1 þ c4Þk2vR 0 2ρ1v2R γ1vRvS

β1k1vS −
k1k22Δ

0

vS
β1k2vS −

k2
1
k2Δ0

vS
0 γ1vRvS 2α1v2S þ k2

1
k2
2
Δ0

v2S

1
CCCCCCCCCCA
; ð16Þ

where k2� ¼ k21 � k22 and Δ0 ¼ ð4λ3k2−þðc4−c3Þv2RÞ
2k2−

.
While, the square of CP-odd mass matrix (M0

i
2) in fξ01; ξ02; ξ0L; ξ0R; ξ0Sg basis is

0
BBBBBBBB@

k22Δ0 k1k2Δ0 0 0
k1k22Δ

0

vS

k1k2Δ0 k21Δ0 0 0
k2
1
k2Δ0

vS

0 0 1
2
½ðc4 − c3Þðk21 − k22Þ þ ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2R� 0 0

0 0 0 0 0
k1k22Δ

0

vS

k2
1
k2Δ0

vS
0 0

k2
1
k2
2
Δ0

v2S

1
CCCCCCCCA
: ð17Þ

Once we diagonalize the above matrix, the three zero eigenvalues of CP-odd mass matrix corresponds to three Goldstone
bosons responsible for giving masses to heavy neutral gauge bosons.
The square of the charged scalar mass matrix (M�2), in the basis fhþ1 ; hþ2 ; hþL ; hþRg, is the following:

0
BBBBBB@

ðc4−c3Þk21v2R
2k2−

ðc4−c3Þk1k2v2R
2k2−

0 1
2
ðc3 − c4Þk1vR

ðc4−c3Þk1k2v2R
2k2−

ðc4−c3Þk22v2R
2k2−

0 1
2
ðc3 − c4Þk2vR

0 0 1
2
ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2R 0

1
2
ðc3 − c4Þk1vR 1

2
ðc3 − c4Þk2vR 0 1

2
ðc4 − c3Þk2−

1
CCCCCCA
: ð18Þ

Diagonalization of the above matrix gives us two massive
charged scalars and two massless Goldstones correspond-
ing to a couple of heavy charged gauge bosons.
We note that, with nonzero k1 and k2, W (and Z) masses

get a contribution proportional to ðk21 þ k22Þ
1
2 while WL −

WR mixing is proportional to k1k2
v2R

[see Eq. (27)]. The

experimental limit on theWL −WR mixing [15] forces one

to choose any one of these VEVs to be very small4

compared to other keeping ðk21 þ k22Þ
1
2 fixed at 246 GeV.

One can then safely assume that k21 þ k22 ≈ k21 − k22 ≈ k21.

4For example, if we set the mixing angle of WL −WR at its
maximum allowed value, then k2 will be of the order of 0.27 GeV,
assuming k1 > k2.
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Thus in a small k2 limit, we can rewrite the scalar mass matrices as

M0
r
2 ¼

0
BBBBBB@

2λ1k21 0 0 ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR β1k1vS
0 1

2
½4λ3k21 þ ðc4 − c3Þv2R� 0 0 0

0 0 1
2
½ðc4 − c3Þk21 þ ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2R� 0 0

ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR 0 0 2ρ1v2R γ1vRvS
β1k1vS 0 0 γ1vRvS 2α1v2S

1
CCCCCCA
; ð19Þ

M0
i
2 ¼

0
BBBBBB@

0 0 0 0 0

0 1
2
½4λ3k21 þ ðc4 − c3Þv2R� 0 0 0

0 0 1
2
½ðc4 − c3Þk21 þ ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2R� 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

1
CCCCCCA
; ð20Þ

M�2 ¼

0
BBBBB@

1
2
ðc4 − c3Þv2R 0 0 1

2
ðc3 − c4Þk1vR

0 0 0 0

0 0 1
2
ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þv2R 0

1
2
ðc3 − c4Þk1vR 0 0 1

2
ðc4 − c3Þk21

1
CCCCCA: ð21Þ

It is also evident that, in spite of setting k2 ¼ 0 and as a
consequence μBS ¼ 0, the elements of scalar mass matrices,
mass eigenvalues, and mixing matrices practically remains
the same as before. It is easy to verify that in the limit
vR; vS ≫ k1 ≫ k2 (the first inequality arises from the
experimental lower limits on heavy gauge boson masses,
discussed in a following section), the mass matrix defined
in Eq. (16) will practically produce the same eigenvalues
and mixing among the scalars as has been resulted from
Eq. (19). Similarly Eqs. (17) and (18) will generate same
masses and mixings as Eqs. (20) and (21) will do,
respectively.
As mentioned above, the masses and mixings among the

scalars in the k2 ≠ 0; μBS ≠ 0 case are nearly the same as
the k2 ¼ 0 case, Although a nonzero k2 would result into
some new couplings among the scalars that are not present
in the later case. Some new decay channels will open up for
the scalars like h02 and H0

S. However, these new decay
modes will not affect the decay patterns of the physical
scalars in a significant way as the decay rates will be
proportional to k22. We will not discuss them any further. All
the following analysis will be done in the k2 ¼ 0 limit,
which could be viewed as some special but not phenom-
enologically different from the more general situation with
both k1 and k2 set to nonzero values.
The scalar potential has 10 real parameters, λ1, λ3, ρ1, ρ3,

c1, c3, c4, α1, β1, and γ1. In order to find a set of acceptable
values of the physical Higgs boson masses and the potential
to be stable at least at classical level, the parameters of
scalar potential must obey the following conditions:

λ1; ðλ1 þ 2λ3Þ; ρ1; ρ3; ðc1 þ c3Þ; ðc1 þ c4Þ;α1; β1; γ1 > 0:

ð22Þ

The condition that the physical charged Higgs mass
squares be positive demands

c4 − c3 > 0 and ρ3 − 2ρ1 > 0:

Values of ðc4 − c3Þ and ðρ3 − 2ρ1Þ can be constrained from
a model independent experimental limit of a charged Higgs
boson mass.
From the CP-even scalar mass matrix we notice that it is

effectively a 3 × 3 mass matrix in fh01; h0R; h0Sg basis and
thus difficult to diagonalize analytically. However, one
linear combination of h01; h

0
R, and h0S will be definitely like

the SMHiggs boson with mass 125 GeVand having similar
properties with this:

M0
r
2
3×3 ¼

0
BB@

2λ1k21 ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR β1k1vS
ðc1 þ c3Þk1vR 2ρ1v2R γ1vRvS

β1k1vS γ1vRvS 2α1v2S

1
CCA:

ð23Þ

We will denote the eigenstates of mass matrix [Eq. (23)]
by h0; H0

R;H
0
S. The rest of the two massive CP-even and

two massiveCP-odd scalars do not mix with others, and we
shall use the same notation to identify the mass eigenstates
as we have used to define gauge eigenstates. For the
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charged Higgs sector, the two massive eigenstates will be
denoted by H�

1 (which is a linear combinations of h�1 and
h�R ) and H�

L .
The 3 × 3 block of neutral CP-even mass matrix [see

mass matrix (23)], can be diagonalized numerically. We
must keep in mind that one of the eigenstates must
correspond to the SM-like Higgs boson h0. This implies
that the mass eigenvalue and the corresponding eigenvector
must be consistent with the measured value of SM Higgs
boson mass and its signal strengths to different decay
channels at the LHC. We have done a scan over the
parameters of the mass matrix [Eq. (23)] over a range
keeping the values of k1, vR, and vS fixed. We will see in
the next section that the value of k1 is fixed from the W-
boson mass, while a lower limit on the values of vR and vS
can be obtained from the consideration of the masses of
heavy gauge bosonsWR and A0 arising in this model. While
scanning over the parameters we have set the values of vR
and vS at their lower limits of 14.7 and 13 TeV, respectively.
The result of the scan is presented in Fig. 1. For the

points in the plot, value of one of the eigenstates satisfies
the SM Higgs mass condition and Higgs signal strength to
bb̄ decay mode [15]. It can be seen from the plot that
relatively larger values of the parameters controlling the
off-diagonal terms of the mass matrix are possible. This in
turn implies that the eigenstates (particularly the one which
can be identified with h0) are linear combinations of all
three gauge states fh01; h0R; h0Sg; while performing this scan
over a large range of parameter space, we have observed
that in most cases it keeps λ1 more or less fixed close to the

value
m2

h0

2k2
1

. But the values of ρ1 and α1 are completely

unconstrained. Instead of diagonalizing the mass matrix
numerically we have restricted ourselves to the values of
c1 þ c3 and γ1 such that the corresponding off-diagonal

terms in the mass matrix can be neglected with respect to
the diagonal terms. In this limit, large values of β1 forces
one to accept large values of α1 so that SM Higgs signal
strengths as calculated from the model is in agreement with
experimental observation. Furthermore, we keep a tiny
value for β1 consistent with the above scan result. Under
such assumptions about the values of these parameters,
mass (squared) eigenvalues can be approximated by the
following expressions:

m2
h0 ¼ λ1k21 þ α1v2S −

ffiffiffiffi
Δ

p
;

m2
H0

R
≃ 2ρ1v2R;

m2
H0

S
¼ λ1k21 þ α1v2S þ

ffiffiffiffi
Δ

p
; ð24Þ

with the eigenstate corresponding to the eigenvalue m2
h0

being identified with the SM-like Higgs boson with a mass
of 125 GeV. Here Δ ¼ ðα1v2S − λ1k21Þ2 þ β21k

2
1v

2
S. The

mixing angle θ (operative between h0 and H0
S) in small

β1 limits can be written as

tanð2θÞ ¼ β1k1vS
α1v2S − λ1k21

: ð25Þ

Wewill be mainly interested in a study considering in the
above-mentioned simplified version of the parameter space
where we have only considered that H0

S has a tiny mixing
(proportional to β1) with the SM-like Higgs boson h0. At
the end, we will make a comment about the possible
outcome of a study with non-negligible values of c1 þ c3
and γ1.

B. Gauge sector of the SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR model

The gauge sector of the 32121 model consists of 16
gauge bosons, namely the eight gluons ðGa0 ; a0 ¼ 1;…; 8Þ,
SUð2ÞL;R gauge bosons, Wa

L;W
a
R; (a ¼ 1; 2; 3), and two

Uð1Þ gauge bosons BL and BR. Their interactions are
governed by five gauge coupling constants g3, g2L, g2R, g1L,
and g1R.
The gauge kinetic Lagrangian can be expressed in terms

of a field strength tensor in the usual way,

LGK ¼ −
1

4
Ga0μνGa0

μν −
1

4
Waμν

L Wa
Lμν −

1

4
Waμν

R Wa
Rμν

−
1

4
Bμν
L BLμν −

1

4
Bμν
R BRμν −

ϵ

2
Bμν
L BRμν: ð26Þ

The last term in Eq. (26) represents the Uð1ÞL;R kinetic
mixing proportional to a dimensionless parameter ϵ. A
nonzero value of the kinetic mixing coefficient ϵ would
modify the extra heavy neutral gauge boson coupling to a
pair of fermions [16]. However, the focus of our present

FIG. 1. Allowed parameter space for (c1 þ c3) and γ1 for some
fixed values of β1. The side bar represents the values of β1 in
log10 scale.
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study is not in that direction and we will use ϵ ¼ 0 in our
following analysis.
The charged gauge bosons mass matrix (in theWL −WR

basis) follows from the Higgs kinetic Lagrangian [Eq. (5)]
in the k1, k2 ≠ 0 limit:

M2
W� ¼ 1

4

�
g22Lðk21 þ k22Þ −2g2Lg2Rk1k2
−2g2Lg2Rk1k2 g22Rðk21 þ k22 þ v2RÞ

�
; ð27Þ

which in a small k2 limit appears as

M2
W� ¼ 1

4

�
g22Lk

2
1 0

0 g22Rðk21 þ v2RÞ

�
: ð28Þ

Eigenvalues of the already diagonalized mass matrix
provide WL and WR masses. The experimentally measured
value of WL mass fixes k1 at 246 GeV, if we set at g2L ¼
e=sin θW where θW is the Weinberg angle. Throughout
our article, we shall denote WL as the SM W boson with a
mass of 80.379 GeV [15]. Experimentally measured value
of W mass would fix the value of k1 and an experimental
lower limit on WR mass [17] provides a lower bound
on vRð>14.7 TeVÞ.
One can similarly obtain the mass matrix for neu-

tral gauge bosons in the W3L;W3R; BL; BR basis, with
k2 ≠ 0, M2

NG:

1

2

0
BBBBB@

1
2
g22Lk

2þ − 1
2
g2Lg2Rk2þ 1

6
g1Lg2Lk2− − 1

6
g1Rg2Lk2−

− 1
2
g2Lg2Rk2þ 1

2
g22Rðk2þ þ v2RÞ − 1

3
g1Lg2Rð12 k2− þ v2RÞ 1

6
g1Rg2Rðk2− − v2RÞ

1
6
g1Lg2Lk2− − 1

3
g1Lg2Rð12 k2− þ v2RÞ g21Lð 118 k2þ þ 2

9
v2R þ 2

9
v2SÞ g1Lg1Rð− 1

18
k2þ þ 1

9
v2R − 2

9
v2SÞ

− 1
6
g1Rg2Lk2− 1

6
g1Rg2Rðk2− − v2RÞ g1Lg1Rð− 1

18
k2þ þ 1

9
v2R − 2

9
v2SÞ g21Rð 118 k2þ þ 1

18
v2R þ 2

9
v2SÞ

1
CCCCCA; ð29Þ

which in small k2 scenario practically becomes

M2
NG ¼ 1

2

0
BBBBB@

1
2
g22Lk

2
1 − 1

2
g2Lg2Rk21

1
6
g1Lg2Lk21 − 1

6
g1Rg2Lk21

− 1
2
g2Lg2Rk21

1
2
g22Rðk21 þ v2RÞ − 1

3
g1Lg2Rð12 k21 þ v2RÞ 1

6
g1Rg2Rðk21 − v2RÞ

1
6
g1Lg2Lk21 − 1

3
g1Lg2Rð12 k21 þ v2RÞ g21Lð 118 k21 þ 2

9
v2R þ 2

9
v2SÞ g1Lg1Rð− 1

18
k21 þ 1

9
v2R − 2

9
v2SÞ

− 1
6
g1Rg2Lk21

1
6
g1Rg2Rðk21 − v2RÞ g1Lg1Rð− 1

18
k21 þ 1

9
v2R − 2

9
v2SÞ g21Rð 118 k21 þ 1

18
v2R þ 2

9
v2SÞ

1
CCCCCA: ð30Þ

In practical, the presence of this small k2 will not
sensitively affect the masses and mixings in the neutral
gauge sector.
Before we make predictions about the masses of the

neutral gauge bosons, let us make further assumption about
the four gauge coupling constants. We will identify the
SUð2ÞL of 32121 with the weak isospin group of the
Standard Model. It follows automatically that Uð1ÞY of
the SM will arise due to breaking of SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
Uð1ÞR. Consequently, one can identify gY [theUð1ÞY gauge
coupling constant with gY ¼ e= cos θW] of the SM via the
following relation:

1

g2Y
¼ 1

g22R
þ 1

g21L
þ 1

g21R
: ð31Þ

The above relation among the gauge couplings allows us
to choose any two of g2R; g1L, and g1R independently. In
order to keep our Lagrangian manifestly LR symmetric, we
assume g2L ¼ g2R and g1L ¼ g1R. All our analysis pre-
sented in the following will be based on this assumption.

To completely determine the gauge boson masses we
need to know the values of the gauge coupling constants
and three nonzero VEVs. The gauge coupling constants
have been already fixed from the symmetry breaking
condition and demand of manifest left-right symmetry.
The value or allowed range of values of vS remains to be
known for evaluation of the gauge boson masses from
Eqs. (28), (30). It is to be noted that vS plays a crucial role
in breaking Uð1ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞR. The tree level relation among
mZ, mW , and cos θW has been ensured by identifying the
massless eigenstate (of M2

NG) with the photon, which has
equal coupling to left- and right-chiral fermions.
We have implemented the model Lagrangian in

SARAH [18] as well as in FEYNRULES [19]. In the following
analysis all the cross sections will be calculated with help of
MADGRAPH5(v2.6.6) [20] using NNPDF23NLO parton distri-
bution functions [21] with the factorization scale set equal
to the average mass of the final state particles.
Upon diagonalization, one of the eigenvalues of Eq. (30)

will give a zero eigenvalue corresponding to the photon.
Another eigenvalue comes out to be nearly equal to
91.2 GeV, which we identify with the Z boson. Other
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two eigenvalues correspond to two heavy neutral gauge
bosons that we identify as Z0 and A0, the last one being a
hall mark of an extra Uð1Þ gauge symmetry.
Figure 2 shows the weak dependence of Z mass on vS,

whereas Fig. 3 reveals a strong correlation between the
mass of A0 with vS. Taking a hint from this fact, we would
like to find an allowed range of vS from the LHC data itself.
In such an effort, an experimental search of a heavy neutral
gauge boson at the LHC and its subsequent decay to a pair
of leptons would be helpful. ATLAS collaboration at the
LHC [22] has looked for a pair of high pT leptons (e and μ)
to put an upper limit on the production cross section times
the branching ratio of a heavy neutral gauge boson at
13 TeV. We have translated this upper limit on the σ × BR
to the mass of A0. In our model A0 couples to both quarks
and leptons with couplings proportional to their Uð1ÞL;R
charges. We present the σ × BR of A0 in Fig. 4. The black
solid and dashed lines represent the observed and expected
95% confidence level (CL) upper limit on the cross section

times branching ratio by ATLAS, respectively. While the
blue solid line gives the σ × BR of A0 in 32121 model as a
function of A0 mass. One can find a lower limit on A0 mass
equals to 3.5 TeV.
Knowledge of a lower limit on A0 mass enables one to get

a lower limit on vS. mA0 is a function of the gauge coupling
constants and three nonzero VEVs necessary for symmetry
breaking. The mass of A0 has a very weak dependence on k1
and vR in comparison to vS. Values of the gauge couplings
and k1 are fixed. And we set the value of vR at its lower
limit while obtaining a lower limit on vS. We thus arrive at a
lower limit on vS, which equals to 12.61 TeV. mA0 is a
slowly increasing function of vR. So one cannot arrive at an
absolute lower limit on vS. The allowed region of vR − vS
space has been presented in Fig. 5.

FIG. 2. Weak dependence of Z mass on vS.

FIG. 3. Dependence of A0 mass on vS (left panel) and on g1L and g1R, with g1L ¼ g1R for a fixed vS (right panel).

FIG. 4. Production cross section, a σ × BR plot for a heavy
neutral gauge boson production at the LHC. The black solid
(dashed) line represents the observed (expected) 95% CL upper
limit on σ × BR from ATLAS (with

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV, 36.1 fb−1)
considering dilepton decay channel of the produced gauge boson
and the blue line corresponds to the prediction of 32121 model.
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Z0 mass on the other hand, is mainly controlled by vR and
it has a weak dependence on vS. With vR at its lower limit,
Z0 mass comes out to be 5.9 TeV. For such a massive Z0, the
cross section times its branching ratio to a pair of leptons is
of the order of 10−3 fb. This rate is well below the upper
limit of cross section times BR for a heavy neutral gauge
boson by the ATLAS collaboration [22] and is presented
in Fig. 4.

C. Fermion sector of the SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR model

The gauge quantum numbers of the fermions have been
already listed in Table I. In the following we note the
fermions with their chiral components.

LL ¼
�
νL

eL

�
; LR ¼

�
νR

eR

�
;

QL ¼
�
uL
dL

�
; QR ¼

�
uR
dR

�
;

QLS ¼ qSL; QRS ¼ qSR; LS ¼ lS; and

LB ¼
�
N1 E1

E2 N2

�
with L̄B ¼

�
N̄1 Ē2

Ē1 N̄2

�
: ð32Þ

Here, LL, LR,QL,QR represent SM fermions along with
a right-handed neutrino (νR).QLS andQRS are color triplets
and SUð2Þ gauge singlet exotic quarks having Uð1ÞL and
Uð1ÞR hypercharges, respectively. They together form a
four-component Dirac spinor qS. N1 and N2 are neutral
heavy leptons while E1 and E2 are singly charged heavy
leptons. They pairwise form four-component Dirac spinors,

N and E, respectively. lS is a neutral exotic singlet fermion
but carrying Uð1ÞL and Uð1ÞR gauge quantum numbers.
The fermionic sector of this model consists of several

heavy leptons and quarks apart from theirs SM counter-
parts. We would like to spend few words on them. The
presence of νR facilitates us to write a Dirac or Majorana
mass for the neutrinos [6,23].5 Heavy charged lepton E�
and heavy neutrino N arise from the SUð2Þ bidoublet LB.
These will couple to the SM gauge bosons and thus can be
produced at the LHC. Similarly, SUð2Þ singlet quarks QLS

and QRS form a heavy quark of electric charge þ 1
3
of Dirac

type. Finally, there remains a SUð2ÞL;R singlet lepton of
zero electric charge. This could well be a candidate for dark
matter. The assignment of Uð1Þ charges for the fermions,
from the requirement of anomaly cancellation, is such that
the exotic fermions can only couple to the gauge bosons but
do not have any mixing with the SM fermions. This feature
will play a crucial role in determining the possible
signatures of these fermions at colliders.
Fermions get their masses via their interactions with

Higgs fields. The relevant Yukawa Lagrangian is noted
below:

LYukawa ¼ yqijQ̄iLΦBQjR þ ỹqijQ̄iRΦ̃BQjL þ ylijL̄iLΦBLjR

þ ỹlijL̄iRΦ̃BLjL þ ysijQ̄iLSΦSQjRS

þ yLBijTr½L̄iBL̃jB�Φc
S þ

yLSij
Λ

L̄iSLc
jSΦSΦS

þ yBBijTr½L̄iBΦ̃B�Łc
jS þ H:c:; ð33Þ

where i, j ¼ 1; 2; 3 are generation numbers and yðsÞ are
Yukawa coupling constants. Φc

S is a complex conjugate of
ΦS and L̃B ¼ σ2L�

Bσ2.
In general the Yukawa coupling matrices, yq, yl, yLB; ys

are nondiagonal.6 The diagonalization of the Yukawa matri-
ces in the first line ofEq. (33)will give rise to theSM-fermion
masses andmixing in the formofVCKM andVPMNS. There are
no term present in the Yukawa Lagrangian leading to exotic
fermion SM-fermion mixing. Thus while considering the
phenomenology of the some of the exotic fermions, we have
used their physical masses as the free parameters of the
analysis and derive possible bounds on them from LHC
itself. The last term in Eq. (33) introduces a mixing between
the singlet lepton and theneutral lepton from the bidoublet. In
this work, we shall not be investigating the phenomenologi-
cal implications of this term.
It is important to note a dimension-four mass term for the

singlet lepton LS (a Weyl spinor) cannot be written as it
transform nontrivially under Uð1ÞL;R. Using the singlet

FIG. 5. Allowed region in vR − vS space, obtained from the
limits on A0 mass. mA0 has a strong dependence on vS and has a
milder dependence on vR.

5We have only noted a possible Dirac mass term for the
neutrinos in Eq. (33).

6In general, in an unifying model like E6, all the Yukawa
couplings at the low energy will be generated from a single (and
possibly a nondiagonal) Yukawa texture at the GUT scale [24].
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Higgs fieldΦS, we are able write a dimension-five operator,
which in turn generates mass for LS. It is well known that
any one of the Higgs bosons from 27-plet of E6 cannot give
mass to LS. To generate a mass using Higgs mechanism,
one must employ a Higgs from a multiplet of E6 other than
27 [25]. So Λ may be identified with the VEV of such a
Higgs boson. Or we can simply assume that LS has
acquired mass from a Higgs belonging to other rep. of
E6, and we treat its mass as a free parameter in our analysis.
One can constrain the masses/Yukawa couplings of

exotic quarks and leptons from the direct search limits
on their masses at the LHC [26,27]. As for example, the
ATLAS collaboration has searched for s long-lived heavy
charged lepton at the 13 TeV run with a collected
luminosity of 36.1 fb−1. We have estimated the pair-
production cross section of EþE− at the 13 TeV and
compared it with the experimental 95% CL upper limit
on the same cross section obtained by the ATLAS col-
laboration. The plots have been presented in Fig. 6. One can
see that the E mass in the 32121 model cannot be less than
1.091 TeV at 95% CL

III. PHENOMENOLOGY OF NEW HIGGS BOSONS
OF 32121 MODEL AT THE LHC

Apart from the SM-like Higgs boson, the 32121 model
contains a number of neutral and charged scalar states. We
will now discuss the possible interactions and signatures of
such states at the LHC in this section.

A. Phenomenology of the scalars arising from the
bidoublet in the 32121 model

h02 (ξ02) is the neutral CP-even (odd) scalar originating
from the Higgs bidoublet, ΦB. From Eqs. (19) and (20), we

can easily see their masses are equal. They do not decay to a
pair of gauge bosons as the VEV k2 has been set to zero.
For the very same reason, h02 or ξ

0
2 does not couple to a pair

of any other scalars.
h02 (ξ02) couples to a pair SM fermions via Yukawa

coupling [see Eq. (33)]. It is interesting to note that the
coupling of h02 (ξ

0
2) to a pair of top quarks is proportional to

bottom-Yukawa coupling and vice versa. ATLAS and CMS
have searched for a heavy neutral Higgs boson produced in
association with b quarks followed by its decay to a pair of
b quarks at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV [28,29]. We consider the
production of an h02 in association with a pair of b quarks
and its decay to a pair of b quarks. The resulting rate of
events can be compared with the measured rate by the
ATLAS collaboration to set a lower limit on the mass of
h02ðξ02Þ. The calculated (in 32121 model) and (95% CL
upper limit on the) measured cross sections are presented in
the Fig. 7. The 95% CL lower limit on mh0

2
=ξ0

2
comes out to

be greater than 800 GeV. While estimating the h02 (ξ02)
production cross section in association with a pair of b
quarks, we have incorporated the QCD K factor (∼1.1)
following the Refs. [30,31]. However, the lower limit
derived in the above depends on the charged Higgs boson
(H�

1 ) mass in the following way. A careful look into the
branching ratios of h02 reveals that it dominantly decays to a
pair of b quarks, unless a decay to H�

1 W
� is kinematically

allowed. Consequently, the mass of H�
1 plays a crucial role

in determining the rate of 4b final state from considered
above. A heavier charged Higgs (when h02 → H�

1 W
∓ is

disallowed) will push the lower limit on the h02 mass in the
upward direction and vice versa.

FIG. 6. Observed (line with dots) and expected (dashed)
95% CL experimental upper limit on the cross section (σ) of
heavy charged lepton pair production at the 13 TeV run of the
LHC. Also shown in the plot the theoretical prediction from the
32121 model (blue line).

FIG. 7. The black solid (dashed) line represents the observed
(expected) 95% CL upper limit on the production cross section
(σ) times branching ratio to bb̄, of heavy neutral Higgs boson in
association with b quarks as a function of Higgs boson mass atffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 13 TeV with 27.8 fb−1 integrated luminosity. The blue line
corresponds to σðpp → h02bb̄Þ × BRðh02 → bb̄Þ whereas the red
line represents the same but considering mH�

1
>mh02.
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In Fig. 7, we have presented the σðpp → bb̄h02Þ →
bb̄ðbb̄Þ in two cases. The red line represents the rate when
mH�

1
>mh0

2
and the later decays to a pair of bb̄ with 100%

BR. While the blue curve represents the case when h02 can
also decay toH�

1 , thus having a reduced decay rate to bb̄. A
charged Higgs mass of 750 GeV has been assumed while
making this plot. The sudden change in the slope of the
blue curve due to onset of h02 → H�

1 W
∓ decay mode

around mh0
2
≃ 850 GeV (see Fig. 8) is evident.

A dominant production mechanism for such a Higgs
boson at the LHC will be via gluon gluon fusion (Fig. 9).
Unlike the SM Higgs boson, in this case, the gluon gluon
fusion cross section is dominated by the bottom quark loop.
We present the production cross section [considering next-
to-leading order (NLO) QCD correction for this production
process, see Ref. [32]] and decay branching ratios of h02
in Fig. 8.
At the 14 TeV run of the LHC, the h02 production cross

section varies from 14 fb for mh0
2
¼ 800 GeV to 0.2 fb for

1.5 TeV mass of this scalar. Production cross section at
27 TeV is even higher and it varies from 77 fb at mh0

2
¼

800 GeV to 1.5 fb for mh0
2
¼ 1500 GeV. Once produced,

h02 dominantly decays to a pair of b quarks, unless it decays

toH�
1 W

∓. The later decay mode will only be allowed when
mh0

2
is sufficiently higher than mH�

1
þmW . This choice of

mass ordering depends on the choice of parameters namely
λ3 and c4 − c3. In the plot presented in Fig. 8, a certain
choice of these parameters has been assumed, so h02 →
H�

1 W
∓ has been kinematically allowed, with an additional

assumption about the mass of H�
1 (750 GeV).

In the pseudoscalar sector, ξ02 arises from the Higgs
bidoublet and has a mass equal to the mass of h02. It has
exactly the similar coupling strengths to the SM fermions
as the h02. The choice of vanishing k2 forbids its coupling to
a pair of gauge bosons or the scalars. Consequently the
production and decay mechanism and their rate of ξ02 is
exactly the same as h02. We will not present these numbers
separately.
With charged Higgs boson, H�

1 arises from the Higgs
bidoublet, ΦB. From the expression (21), one can see
m2

H�
1

¼ 1
2
ðc4 − c3Þðk21 þ v2RÞ. This massive charged Higgs

couples to SM fermions and decays to a top and a bottom
quark with a nearly 100% branching ratio. It also couples to
the heavy gauge bosons of the 32121 model, but the
coupling of H�

1 to the SM gauge bosons (W�; Z) is
proportional to k2, hence it identically vanishes. It can
be singly produced at LHC with a top and bottom quark or
pair-produced via Drell-Yan process or via vector boson
fusion process.
In Fig. 10, we have presented the cross section of

associated production of H�
1 with a top and a bottom at

the LHC and branching ratio of H�
1 . In the case of H�

1

production, the main contribution will be from gg → t̄bH�
1 .

The ATLAS and CMS collaborations have searched for
a heavy charged Higgs boson decaying to a top and
bottom at 13 TeV run [33–35]. Using the most recent
upper limit on the σ × BR provided by ATLAS, we put a
lower limit on themass of the chargedHiggsmH�

1
>720GeV

FIG. 9. Feynman diagrams for h02 and ξ02 production via gluon
gluon fusion through a b quark loop.

FIG. 8. h02 production cross section (σ) via gluon fusion at LHC (left panel) for the 14 and 27 TeV proton proton center-of-mass energy.
The right panel shows the branching ratios of h02 to different final states. h02 and ξ02 have the same masses and coupling strengths.
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(see Fig. 11). The sudden change in the slope of the blue
curve representing σðpp → t̄bHþ

1 Þ × BRðHþ
1 → tb̄Þ is due

to the sudden decrease of BRðHþ
1 → tb̄Þ around mH�

1
¼

900 GeV (see Fig. 10). We have set the mass of h02ðξ02Þ at its
lower limit of 800GeV following the Fig. 8 corresponding to
the scenario when mH�

1
>mh0

2
(the red line).

We have presented the cross section forH�tb production
(in this process NLO QCD correction and running mass for
the b quark can be important, see Refs. [31,36]) at the
center-of-mass energies of 14 and 27 TeV. In Fig. 10, the
right panel shows the branching ratios of H�

1 to different
final states. Until kinematically allowed for the decay to

h02W
þ and ξ02W

þ, Hþ
1 dominantly decays to tb̄

(BRðHþ
1 → tb̄Þ ∼ 0.999). For large mH�

1
the branching

ratios to h02ðξ02ÞWþ channel become more dominant.
The cross section for H�tb production at center-of-mass

energy approximately 14 (27) TeV varies from 0.15 (1) pb
for mH�

1
¼ 720 GeV to 0.005 (0.06) pb for mH�

1
¼

1500 GeV. After being produced, H�
1 will decay further,

and considering respective decay channels [e.g., tb or
h02ðξ02ÞW�] one can expect a good amount of events at
the HL-LHC. However, one needs to consider further
decays of top or h02ðξ02Þ.

B. Phenomenology of the scalars arising
from a left-handed Higgs doublet

In this section, our primary concern will be the neutral
and charged states originating from the left-handed doublet
scalar. Among the neutral CP-even scalar h0L, neutral CP-
odd scalar ξ0L, and charged scalars H�

L , The first two have
equal masses [see Eqs. (19)–(21)] and do not mix with
other neutral states. These three states can be pair produced
at the LHC via quark antiquark fusion mediated by one of
the electroweak gauge bosons. However as we set vL to be
zero, neither of these states decays to a pair of SM particles.
As already pointed out, we will not vary all the

parameters of the mass matrix independently to study
the masses of the scalars. We will treat the physical masses
as free parameters of our analysis. However some caveats
are to be imposed on some combinations of parameters of
the mass matrices. As for example, ρ3 − 2ρ1 will always
assumed to be a positive quantity that is ascertained from
the positivity of charged Higgs boson (H�

L ) mass (squared).
Now the other charged Higgs boson (H�

1 ) mass squared is
proportional to c4 − c3. This in turn forces us to take this
combination also to be positive. As a consequence, masses
of h0L and ξ0L are always greater than mass of Hþ

L . However

FIG. 11. The black solid and dashed line represent observed
and expected 95% CL experimental upper limit on the cross
section (σ) times BR of heavy charged scalar production via
pp → t̄bHþ

1 × BRðHþ
1 → tb̄Þ at the 13 TeV run of the LHC with

139 fb−1 integrated luminosity [33]. Also shown in the plot the
theoretical prediction of σ × BR for Hþ

1 production in the 32121
model (blue line).

FIG. 10. H�
1 production cross section (σ) via the pp → t̄bHþ

1 process at the LHC (left panel) for the 14 and 27 TeV proton proton
center-of-mass energy. The right panel shows the branching ratios of H�

1 to different final states setting the mass of h02ðξ02Þ at its lowest
limit (800 GeV).
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ðmh0L
−mHþ

L
Þ can be controlled by choosing a proper

magnitude of the combination ðc4 − c3Þ k
2
1

2
. From the

expressions (19) and (21), m2
h0L

¼ ðc4 − c3Þ k
2
1

2
þm2

H�
L
. We

will see in the following that h0L will decay to Hþ
LW

− if
kinematically allowed. So in order to make h0L stable, one

needs to set ðc4 − c3Þ k
2
1

2
<m2

W þ 2mWmH�
L
. However, an

unstable h0L implies that the mass ofH�
1 becomes too heavy

in the ballpark of 17 TeV.
In the following analysis, h0L and ξ0L are assumed to be

stable. Thus they could be potential candidates for DM.
H�

L also does not have any decay mode. Once produced
at colliders, it passes through the detector without

decaying. However being a charged particle, it leaves
its signature in the tracker and electromagnetic (e.m.)
calorimeter before leaving the detector. The ATLAS
collaboration has searched for long-lived stau ðτ̃, the
super-symmetric partner of the τ lepton), which are very
similar to the H�

L [27]. So the upper limit of the cross
section of pair production of such long-lived τ̃ s at the
LHC center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV, as quoted by the
ATLAS collaboration, can be used in our case to
constrain the mH�

L
, which is the only free parameter that

controls the H�
L pair production. In Fig. 12, we present

the variation of H�
L pair-production cross section (blue

solid line) as a function of its mass. Overlayed are the
observed and expected upper limits on the pair produc-
tion of long-lived stau (black solid and dashed lines). The
intersection of these two curves gives us a 95% CL lower
limit of 494 GeV, on the left-handed charged Higgs
boson (H�

L ) mass.
Let us now concentrate on the possible production and

decay signatures of charged and neutral Higgs bosons
arising from the left-handed doublet. As mentioned above,
these can be pair-produced at the LHC via a mechanism
similar to the Drell-Yan one. In Fig. 13, the pair-production
cross sections have been presented with Higgs masses at
the 14 (27) TeV run of LHC. One can see from Fig. 13,
production cross section for H�

L varies from 0.4 (1.8) fb at
500 GeV to 0.005 (0.06) fb at 1.5 TeVat the center-of-mass
energy 14 (27) TeV. H�

L being stable does not decay any
further and we are left with two ionizing tracks of heavy
particles in the detector [27,37]. At HL-LHC, such a cross
section results into 15 background free events even for a
H�

L mass of 1.5 TeV. This particular signature is unique and
cannot arise from the SM. Thus we hope to explore stable
charged Higgs masses up to 1.5 TeV at the 14 TeV HL run
of LHC.

FIG. 12. Observed (line with dots) and expected (dashed)
95% CL experimental upper limit on the cross section (σ) of
heavy stable charged scalar pair production at the 13 TeV run of
the LHC. Also shown in the plot is the theoretical prediction for
the Hþ

LH
−
L pair-production cross section in the 32121 model

(blue line).

FIG. 13. The red solid line corresponds to the H�
L pair-production cross section (σ) at LHC at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 14 TeV (left panel) and atffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 27 TeV (right panel), whereas the blue solid line represents the combined production cross section of one charged (H�
L ) and one

neutral (CP-even or CP-odd) scalar at LHC at
ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 14 TeV (left panel) and at
ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 27 TeV (right panel).
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We now turn to the production of aH�
L in association with

either a h0L or ξ0L. The production mechanism at the LHC is
same as above but with a small difference. The scalar current
in the later case is connected to initial state left-handed quark
current by aW� propagator. Consequently the cross section
for h0LH

�
L is lower than the H�

L pair production. However,
when we combine the ξ0LH

�
L with it, the total cross section of

associated production becomes comparable with the pair-
production rate of charged Higgs bosons. In Fig. 13, the
associated production cross section has been presented. One
can see that at the 14 (27) TeV run of LHC, the cross section
varies from 1.4 (5.9) fb to 0.002 (0.038) fb when the charged
Higgs mass varies from 0.5 to 1.5 TeV.
While discussing the possible signatures of the associated

production, we have to be careful about the mass ordering
between Hþ

L and h0Lðξ0LÞ. When kinematically allowed, h0L
will decay (with 100% branching ratio) to W−Hþ

L .
Depending the further decay of the W boson, associated
production will result into two charged tracksþ2 jets or two
charged tracks with a lepton and =ET . On the other handwhen
h0L is stable, the associated production would result into a
signal, comprising of a single charged track (from H�

L ) in
association with =ET (arising from h0L and ξ0L).

C. Phenomenology of the scalar arising
from right-handed Higgs doublet

Next, in our agenda is the heavy neutral Higgs boson,
H0

R. Due to nonzero vR, it couples to a pair of neutral heavy
gauge bosons. But it cannot have any coupling to SM
fermions.7 The plot (Fig. 14) showing the branching ratios
of H0

R reveals that it dominantly decays to a pair of SM

Higgs bosons or to a pair of H�
L or h0Lðξ0LÞ once these

decays are kinematically allowed. Decay to a pair of heavy
neutral gauge bosons are kinematically disallowed.
Furthermore, the coupling of H0

R to a pair of Z bosons
conspires to be small hence its decay rate to a pair Z bosons
is negligible.H0

R can have an effective coupling at one loop
(H�

L , W
�
R , and H�

1 running in the triangle loop) to a pair of
photons. The decay branching ratio can be as high as 10−5

over a wide mass range of H0
R and is thus not phenom-

enologically very interesting.
The main production mechanism forH0

R is in association
with a gauge boson (Z, Z0, A0, andWR) via the annihilation
of a quark antiquark pair. It can also be produced in vector
boson fusion mechanism. In this article, we will only
consider the production of H0

R in association with a vector
boson (Fig. 15).
In Fig. 14 (right panel) we have presented the combined

cross section of production of a H0
R in association with Z0,

A0, andWR, with the heavy gauge boson masses set at their
experimental lower limits. Among these three production
channels, contribution of σðH0

RA
0Þ is nearly 70% of

combined cross section presented in Fig. 14. The combined

FIG. 14. Associated production cross section (σ) of H0
R along with a vector boson at LHC (left panel) for 13, 14, and 27 TeV proton

proton center-of-mass energy. The right panel shows the branching ratios of H0
R to different final states with an assumption of

mh0L
¼ mξ0L

¼ 500 GeV and mH0
S
¼ 700 GeV.

FIG. 15. Feynman diagram for H0
R production in association

with a vector boson where V, V 0 represent any vector boson of
32121 model (Z, Z0, A0, and WR).

7It may couple to the SM fermions if we allow a possible
mixing between H0

R with SM Higgs boson.
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cross section ofH0
R associated production at the LHC varies

from 0.4 to 0.22 fb for a range ofmHR
∶400 to 1500 GeVat a

center-of-mass energy of 27 TeV. At the 14 TeV run of the
LHC, the cross section is quite small. It is in the ballpark of
0.005 fb (Fig. 14) for a H0

R of 1 TeV mass. The kinematic
suppression due to the presence of a heavy gauge boson in
the final state can be one of the reasons behind the
smallness of the total cross section.
Before we close this subsection, let us make some brief

comments about the possible signature of H0
R at the LHC.

The most promising signature in our opinion will arise
when H0

R can decay to a pair ofH�
L s. As mentioned before,

it will produce two charged tracks in the detector with their
invariant mass peaking at the mass ofH0

R. Along with a pair
of charged tracks heavy gauge boson decay will probably
give rise to a pair of high mass jets or leptons. As for
example, at the 27 TeV run of the HL-LHC, one expects
around 30 two charged tracks two lepton events for a
mH0

R
¼ 1 TeV.8 While at the 14 TeV run with the high

luminosity option, detection of such events seems to be
very challenging even for a 500 GeV H0

R.

D. Phenomenology of the SUð2ÞL ⊗ SUð2ÞR singlet
scalar in the 32121 model

Next, in our agenda, is the scalar arising from the
SUð2ÞL × SUð2ÞR singlet ΦS. β1 being small in order to
satisfy the SM Higgs bosons signal strength (see Fig. 1), it
does not have any significant role in the phenomenology of
the singlet scalar and we can treat the mass of the singlet
scalar itself as the free parameter of our analysis. In the
following we intend to study the decays and dominant
production channel of the singlet scalar boson.
In Fig. 16, we present branching ratios of H0

S to its
available decay channels. As a reminder, WW, ZZ, tt̄, bb̄
decays of H0

S take place via the mixing with the SM Higgs
boson. While rest of the decays are driven via the direct
couplings of H0

S to the decaying particles.
The dominant contribution to the H0

S → gg; γγ decay
arises from triangle loops of heavy exotic quarks and
leptons. Charged Higgs states arising from ΦB, ΦL also
contribute to singlet Higgs decay to γγ. H0

S → gg is
important as a production cross section of H0

S via gluon

fusion is directly proportional to this decay width.
However, vS being large, singlet Higgs Yukawa to exotic
leptons/quarks are tiny [see Eq. (33) in Sec. II C].
Consequently, decay width to gg is small. Similar argu-
ments can be given to understand the smallness ofH0

S → γγ
decay rate.
The branching ratios to several decay channels are

moderately sensitive to β1. With a higher value of
β1ð∼10−3Þ one can satisfy all the constraints from the
SM Higgs boson signal strengths. However, β1 > 10−3

9

will lead to a singlet Higgs boson mass of 700 GeV and
above. Furthermore, a higher value of β1 leads to a larger
mixing between the singlet and the SM-like Higgs boson.
Thus the singlet Higgs boson decay rates to tt, bb, WW,
and ZZ channels will increase slightly. The variation of
branching ratios over a wide mass range ofH0

S for a fixed β1
have been shown in the Fig. 16.
In this section we present singlet Higgs production cross

section via gluon gluon fusion over a range of singlet Higgs
mass. The production mechanism is the same as the SM
Higgs production via gluon fusion. However, the triangle
loop (see Fig. 17) is driven by exotic quarks, which are
heavy in mass. There will be a very tiny contribution from
the Standard Model top quark through the mixing of singlet
Higgs with the SM Higgs boson. While estimating this
cross section we have incorporated a K factor following
Ref. [32], assuming a higher order QCD correction to the
production of a singlet Higgs boson will be of similar order

FIG. 16. Branching ratio of H0
S to different channels including

exotic quarks and exotic leptons for β1 ¼ 1.5 × 10−4 and vS ¼
13 TeV and exotic quark mass 1.3 TeV.

8The branching ratio for dilepton decay (e, μ, τ) of A0 is ∼10%
and the branching ratio of H0

R → Hþ
LH

−
L is around 50%. So

considering an almost 70% contribution of σðH0
RA

0Þ, at the
27 TeV run with 3000 fb−1 integrated luminosity, for the process
σðpp → H0

RA
0Þ × BRðA0 → llÞ × BRðH0

R → Hþ
LH

−
LÞ one can

expect around 30 events for 1 TeV H0
R mass.

9β1 > 0.01 is excluded as the singlet component in SM-like
Higgs will be too high to satisfy the experimentally measured
signal strengths.
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to that of a SM Higgs boson production via gluon fusion.
For our illustration we have assumed β1 (mixing parameter)
to be equal to 1.5 × 10−4. This value of β1 is consistent with
the measured values of SM Higgs boson signal strengths to
different channels.
In Fig. 18, we have presented the singlet Higgs boson

production cross section at the proton proton center-of-
mass energies 13, 14, and 27 TeV, respectively. At the 14
(27) TeV run of LHC, production cross section varies
from 15.9 (57.6) fb to 10−3 (0.056) fb when H0

S mass
changes from 0.3 to 4 TeV. Although the production
mechanism is similar to the SM Higgs boson production
via gluon fusion, the cross section for H0

S production is
order of magnitude smaller than a SM-like Higgs boson
of same mass, even after considering the contribution
from three species of SUð2Þ singlet exotic quarks. This
can be explained by the small Yukawa coupling of these

exotic quarks to the singlet Higgs boson [see Eq. (33)].
We have assumed the exotic quark mass to be equal to
1.3 TeV [26].10 Before we conclude, let us make some
qualitative comments about the possible signatures of H0

S
at the LHC. For a low mass (<700 GeV), the WW decay
mode can be exploited to look for possible signatures of
this Higgs boson. However, once mH0

S
becomes greater

than a TeV, the gluon gluon decay of H0
S becomes

dominant and detection of such a scalar will be difficult
due to a possible large QCD background. However, for
higher singlet Higgs masses (>2.2 TeV), it can decay to
a pair of exotic leptons, thus it will produce a unique
signature of two charged tracks with their invariant mass
peaking at the singlet Higgs mass. This signal will be
background free and probably the best bet for detection
of such a scalar boson. As, for example, at the 14 TeV
LHC, decay of a 2.2 TeV H0

S will approximately produce
48 events with a pair of charged tracks with 3 ab−1

integrated luminosity. While we expect to have 15 such
events for a 3 TeV H0

S at the 14 TeV run with the same
luminosity. At the 27 TeV run, the situation will improve
drastically, and we can expect to see 80 such events even
for a 4 TeV singlet Higgs boson.
Finally we would like to make a brief comment about

the situation when c1 þ c3 ≠ 0 and γ1 ≠ 0. Making c1 þ
c3 nonzero would introduce mixing between right-handed
neutral scalar with SM-like Higgs boson. However, we
have to satisfy the experimentally observed signal
strengths of h0. This in turn limits the above mixing
and the H0

R would possibly have small decay channels to
the SM fermions and SM gauge bosons. On the other
hand a nonzero γ1 would have a more prominent effect
on H0

R −H0
S phenomenology. A γ1 induced mixing

between H0
R and H0

S would lead to H0
R decays to SM

fermions along with exotic fermions when kinematically
allowed. At the same time, both these states could be
produced via gluon fusion.
The production of the BSM scalars in 32121 model and

the possible backgrounds are discussed in Table III very
briefly.

FIG. 18. H0
S production cross section (σ) via gluon fusion

for β1 ¼ 1.5 × 10−4 and vS ¼ 13 TeV and exotic quark mass
1.3 TeV.

FIG. 17. Feynman diagram for H0
S production via gluon gluon

fusion quark loops, qS is the exotic singlet quark and q represents
any SM quark.

10The lower limit on the mass of a heavy stable quark
following the Ref. [26] is 200 GeV, obtained from the 8 TeV
run of the LHC. Due to the nonavailability of any further updated
analysis at 13 TeV, we have assumed that mass limit, on such an
object, is in the ballpark of a TeV. The mass limit on heavy stable
lepton [27] is 1.09 TeV. Assuming that the quarks will have a
higher production cross section at the LHC, we have assumed
they must be heavier than the exotic leptons.
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IV. CONCLUSIONS

To summarize, we have investigated phenomenological
implications of a LR symmetric model based on a E6

inspired gauge group SUð3ÞC ⊗ SUð2ÞL ⊗ Uð1ÞL ⊗
SUð2ÞR ⊗ Uð1ÞR. The later symmetry group can be a
result of two step breaking of E6. We have studied the
phenomenology of the Higgs bosons, responsible for
the symmetry breaking of 32121 gauge group down to
the SM gauge group. The model is hallmarked by the
presence of a complete family of 27-plet of fermions
belonged to the fundamental representation of E6. Apart
from these TeV scale fermions, a weak bidoublet [under
SUð2ÞL × SUð2ÞR], a right-handed Higgs doublet and a
singlet is necessary for complete symmetry breaking.
The measured value of the W-boson mass fixes one of
the bidoublet vacuum expectation values, which we
identify with the SM Higgs VEV. The experimental
lower limits on the mass of right-handed charged gauge
boson WR in turn constrain the vacuum expectation
value, vR, of the neutral member of the right-handed
Higgs doublet. vR comes out to be greater than 14 TeV.
The second bidoublet VEV k2 is set to zero to avoid a
possible admixture of WR in the SM W boson.
Appearance of an additional massive neutral gauge
boson is a result of the breaking of an extra Uð1Þ
symmetry. The experimental lower limit from the LHC,
on the mass of such an extra Uð1Þ gauge boson puts a
lower limit of 12.61 TeV on the vacuum expectation
value vS of the singlet scalar boson.
All fermions present in the 27-dimensional fundamental

representation of E6 are considered to be present in our
model. We have written down the relevant dimension-four
Yukawa interactions of these fermions either with the
bidoublet scalar or the singlet scalar field, excepting
the singlet lepton field LS, for which we write a dimen-
sion-five Yukawa term involving singlet scalar ΦS.

Furthermore, using the LHC data on the search of heavy
charged long-lived particles, we have put a lower limit of
1.09 TeV on the mass of heavy exotic charged lepton.
After discussing the symmetry breaking pattern in

some details, we have mainly devoted ourselves on the
phenomenology of the scalars (CP-even, CP-odd, and
charged Higgs) present in this model. We investigated
their decay modes, and possible production processes at
the LHC. Without going into the details of signal
background analysis we have discussed possible signa-
tures of the Higgs bosons arising from this model.
Apart from the SM-like Higgs boson h0, two more

neutral scalars (h02 and ξ02) of same mass and having
similar couplings to the SM fermions will originate from
the bidoublet after SSB. Lower limit on the masses of
these scalars have been obtained from the LHC data and
they must be heavier than 800 GeV. Their dominant
production mechanism at the LHC will be in association
with a pair of b quarks. Once produced they will mainly
decay to a pair of b quarks. The production cross section
of such scalars via gluon fusion vary from 14(77) fb to 0.2
(1.5) fb for mh0

2
¼ 800 and 1500 GeV, respectively, at 14

(27) TeV run of LHC.
Three more neutral Higgs bosons arise after SSB from

the left- and right-handed doublets. Two of them have their
origin in the left-handed doublet and one in the right-
handed doublet. The neutral Higgses originating from the
left-handed doublet are stable and once produced in the
collider they can only contribute to the missing energy
signature. These scalars can be a good candidate for a relic
of the Universe. While the scalar which arise from right-
handed doublet can be produced at the LHC in association
with any of the neutral gauge boson (Z, Z0, or A0) or via the
vector boson fusion process. The production cross section
varies from 0.4 to 0.22 fb for a range of Higgs mass 400 to
1500 GeV.

TABLE III. Significant production processes of BSM scalars of 32121 at the LHC and their possible backgrounds.

Scalars Production at LHC Possible final state Possible backgrounds

h02ðξ02Þ h02ðξ02Þbb̄ bb̄bb̄lþl−νlν̄l tt̄bb̄; tt̄h, DYþ jets

H�
1 Hþ

1 t̄b bb̄bb̄lþl−νlν̄l tt̄bb̄; tt̄h, DYþ jets

H�
L Hþ

LH
−
L pair production Hþ

LH
−
L

Stable heavy charged particle creating two charged tracks
and possibly background free

Hþ
Lh

0
Lðξ0LÞ Hþ

Lh
0
Lðξ0LÞ

Being stable and neutral h0Lðξ0LÞ will remain undectected and Hþ
L

will create one charged track and possibly background free

H0
R H0

RA
0 Hþ

LH
−
Ll

þl− Two oppositely charged tracks of heavy stable particles, invariant mass
distribution of Hþ

LH
−
L should peak at MH0

R
, background free

H0
S H0

S via gluon fusion
EþE− Stable heavy charged particle creating two charged tracks

and possibly background free
qSq̄S Stable heavy charged colored particles will hadronize

PHENOMENOLOGY OF AN E6 INSPIRED EXTENSION OF … PHYS. REV. D 105, 075021 (2022)

075021-19



Two charged Higgs bosons will be the hallmark of the
model. One of them, H�

1 , comes from the bidoublet, and
this particular charged state mainly couples to a t and a b
quark via Yukawa interactions. A lower limit of 720 GeV
has been derived on its mass from the LHC data. The
estimated cross section for H�

1 production in association
with tb varies from 0.15(1) and 0.005(0.06) pb for mH�

1
¼

720 and 1500 GeV, respectively, at the 14 (27) TeV center-
of-mass energy at the LHC. The rest of the charged states
have an origin in the left-handed doublet. They can be
produced at the LHC in a mechanism similar to the Drell-
Yan one. Once produced they will not decay. But being
charged, they will leave their signature in the detector via
an ionizing track. In supersymmetry (SUSY) models,
similar signal are produced by stable/long-lived stau.
Such a signal has been looked for at the LHC by the
ATLAS collaboration. A lower limit on the mass of the
charged Higgs H�

L ð>494Þ GeV has been derived using the
ATLAS data. We further investigate the pair production of
H�

L and associated production of H�
LH

0
Lðξ0LÞ at the LHC.

The last menu in our list is the singlet Higgs. It decays
dominantly to a pair gluons and exotic fermions. We
consider its production via gluon fusion at the LHC.
However, production cross section of a singlet Higgs via
gluon fusion is inversely proportional to a singlet VEV, v2S.
However, vS being in the ballpark of 13 TeV, singlet Higgs
production via gluon fusion fall below the level of a fb for a
1.5 TeV singlet Higgs even at 27 TeV run of the LHC.
Finally we would like to point out that, the Higgs

sector of this model promises interesting phenomenology.
A detail signal-background analysis has been already in
our agenda [38]. Finally, the neutral SUð2Þ singlet lepton
N, Higgs bosons h0L and ξ0L can serve the purpose of
relic. It is important to see whether they can satisfactorily
fulfil the constraints from the experimental data on relic
density and direct detection of dark matter [39].
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APPENDIX A: MASSES AND MIXINGS IN THE
PARTICLE SECTOR OF THE 32121 MODEL

1. Neutral CP-even scalars

0
BBBBBB@

h01
h02
h0L
h0R
h0S

1
CCCCCCA

¼

0
BBBBBB@

cos θ 0 0 0 sin θ

0 1 0 0 0

0 0 1 0 0

0 0 0 1 0

− sin θ 0 0 0 cos θ

1
CCCCCCA

0
BBBBBB@

h0

h02
h0L
H0

R

H0
S

1
CCCCCCA

ðA1Þ

where

θ ¼ 1

2
tan−1

�
β1k1vS

α1v2S − λ1k21

�
:

The basis on the lhs is the gauge eigenstates of the neutral
CP-even scalars and the basis on the rhs shows the mass
eigenstates, where θ is the mixing angle.

2. Charged scalars

0
BBB@

hþ1
hþ2
hþL
hþR

1
CCCA ¼

0
BBB@

c11 0 0 c14
0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

c41 0 0 c44

1
CCCA
0
BBB@

Hþ
1

Hþ
2

Hþ
L

Hþ
R

1
CCCA ðA2Þ

where

c11 ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 −

k21
v2R

s
¼ c44; c14 ¼

k1
vR

¼ −c41:

3. Neutral gauge sector

0
BBB@

W3L

W3R

BL

BR

1
CCCA ¼

0
BBB@

a11 a12 a13 a14
a21 a22 a23 a24
a31 a32 a33 a34
a41 a42 a43 a44

1
CCCA
0
BBB@

Z

Z0

A0

A

1
CCCA; ðA3Þ

where A is the photon and aij are the elements of the
mixing matrix or the rotational matrix that rotates the gauge
basis to mass basis:
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a11 ¼ cos θW; a21 ¼
−g0 sin θW

g2R
; a31 ¼

−g0 sin θW
g1L

; a41 ¼
−g0 sin θW

g1R
;

a14 ¼ sin θW; a24 ¼ sin θW; a34 ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
cos 2θW

p ffiffiffi
2

p ; a44 ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
cos 2θW

p ffiffiffi
2

p ;

a12 ¼ −1.643 × 10−4; a22 ¼ 0.704; a32 ¼ −0.707; a42 ¼ 5.457 × 10−2;

a13 ¼ 2.255 × 10−5; a23 ¼ −0.450; a33 ¼ −0.386; a43 ¼ 0.804:

APPENDIX B: COUPLINGS OF THE BSM SCALARS IN THE 32121 MODEL

1. For h02=ξ
0
2

Mh0
2
(GeV) 1ffiffi

2
p

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
4λ3k21 þ ðc4 − c3Þv2R

p
Mξ0

2
(GeV) 1ffiffi

2
p

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
4λ3k21 þ ðc4 − c3Þv2R

p
h02bb̄ Coupling ytffiffi

2
p ξ02bb̄

ytffiffi
2

p γ5

h02H
�W∓ g2L

2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − k2

1

v2R

r
ξ02H

�W∓ g2L
2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − k2

1

v2R

r
h02tt̄

ybffiffi
2

p ξ02tt̄
ybffiffi
2

p γ5

2. For H0
R

MH0
R
(GeV)

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2ρ1v2R

p
H0

Rh
0h0 −ðc1 þ c4Þ cos2 θvR − γ1 sin2 θvR

H0
RH

�
LH

∓
L −ρ3vR

H0
Rh

0
Lh

0
L=H

0
Rξ

0
Lξ

0
L −ρ3vR

H0
Rh

0H0
S ðγ1 − c1 − c4Þ sin θ cos θvR

3. For H0
S

MH0
S
(GeV)

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2α1v2S

p
H0

SZZ ½g22L cos2 θWk1
2

þ g2Lg0 sin θW cos θWk1 þ g02 sin2 θWk1
2

� sin θ
H0

Sh
0h0 −β1 sin3 θk1 þ 2ðβ1 − 3λ1Þ sin θ cos2 θk1

þ2ðβ1 − 3α1Þ sin2 θ cos θvS − cos3 θβ1vS
H0

SW
�W∓ g2

2L sin θk1
2

H0
Stt̄

yt sin θffiffi
2

p

H0
SE

�E∓ðH0
SNNÞ ffiffiffi

2
p

yLB cos θ

H0
SqSq̄S

ys cos θffiffi
2

p

4. For H�
1

MH�
1
(GeV) 1ffiffi

2
p

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðc4 − c3Þðk21 þ v2RÞ

p
Hþ

1 t̄b −ðyt þ ybÞ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − k2

1

v2R

r
Hþ

1 h
0
2W

−=Hþ
1 ξ

0
2W

− g2L
2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − k2

1

v2R

r
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