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Recently, based on a new procedure to quantize the theory in the continuum, it was argued that Singer’s
theorem points toward the existence of a Yang-Mills ensemble. In the new approach, the gauge fields are
mapped into an auxiliary field space used to initially determine sectors labeled by center vortices, and then
separately fix the gauge on them. In this work, we study this procedure in more detail. We provide examples
of configurations belonging to these sectors and discuss the existence of non-Abelian degrees of freedom.
Then, we discuss the importance of the mapping injectivity, and show that this property holds
infinitesimally for typical configurations of the vortex-free sector and for the simplest example in the
one-vortex sector. Finally, we show that these examples are free from Gribov copies.
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I. INTRODUCTION

After Singer’s theorem [1], it became clear that the usual
Faddeev-Popov procedure to quantize non-Abelian Yang-
Mills theories must be somehow modified in the non-
perturbative regime. Because of a topological obstruction,
there is no condition gðAÞ ¼ 0 that can globally fix the gauge
on the whole configuration space fAμg. Hence, when such
condition is imposed, the path integral still contains redun-
dant degrees of freedom (d.o.f) associated with gauge fields
obeying gðAÞ ¼ 0 and related by nontrivial gauge trans-
formations. Such spurious configurations are typically
called Gribov copies. The usual way to deal with this
obstruction was implemented in the Landau gauge by
V. N. Gribov in his seminal work [2], see also Ref. [3].
In his proposal, a path-integral restricted to a subset of fAμg
was implemented so as to eliminate infinitesimal copies. As
a consequence, the perturbative gauge propagator is desta-
bilized, giving place to one with complex poles, while the
ghost propagator is enhanced. Later on,many other develop-
ments were achieved. In the Landau gauge, D. Zwanziger
was able to construct a local and renormalizable action [4]

which was afterwards refined by the inclusion of dimension
two condensates [5,6]. Beyond this gauge, it is worth
mentioning important progress in the maximal Abelian
gauge [7–9] and the linear covariant gauges [10–12], see
also Ref. [13]. Finally, we refer to a Becchi-Rouet-Stora-
Tyutin (BRST) invariant formulation of the path integral
restriction, with a local and renormalizable action, that was
implemented as a gauge independent recipe [14–16].
In Ref. [17], a different procedure to deal with Singer’s

obstruction was introduced, by splitting the configuration
space into domains ϑα ⊂ fAμgwhere local sections are well
defined. Of course, Singer’s theorem does not pose any
problem to define regions with a local section having no
Gribov copies. The important point is that, in order for
these regions to serve as a basis to implement the new
proposal, they must form a partition

fAμg ¼ ∪αϑα; ϑα ∩ ϑβ ¼ ∅ if α ≠ β: ð1Þ

In that case, we would have (SYM ¼ 1
4g2

R
d4xF2

μν)

ZYM ¼
X
α

ZðαÞ; hOiYM ¼
X
α

ZðαÞ
ZYM

hOiðαÞ ð2Þ

ZðαÞ ¼
Z
ϑα

½DAμ�e−SYM½A�;

hOiðαÞ ¼
1

ZðαÞ

Z
ϑα

½DAμ�e−SYM½A�O½A�; ð3Þ

and the usual Fadeev-Popov procedure could be separately
implemented on each domain ϑα. In Ref. [17], motivated by
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lattice procedures used to detect center vortices by looking
at the lowest eigenfunctions of the adjoint covariant
Laplacian [18,19], a partition of fAμg was generated in
the continuum. For this purpose, we considered a gauge
invariant auxiliary action Saux½A;ψ � for a tuple ψ ¼
ðψ1;…;ψNf

Þ of auxiliary adjoint scalar fields ψ I ,
I ¼ 1;…; Nf . Then, the gauge field Aμ was correlated
with the solution ψ ¼ ψðAÞ to the set of classical equations
of motion

δSaux
δψ I

¼ 0; ψ I ∈ suðNÞ; I ¼ 1;…; Nf ; ð4Þ

with appropriate boundary and regularity conditions. Since
the auxiliary action is gauge invariant, when an orbit of Aμ

is followed, an orbit in the auxiliary space fψg is described,
with components

ψ IðAUÞ ¼ Uψ IðAÞU−1;

AU
μ ¼ UAμU−1 þ iU∂μU−1: ð5Þ

Next, a polar decomposition of the tuple ψ was introduced.1

ψ1 ¼ Sq1S−1;…;ψNf
¼ SqNf

S−1; ð6Þ

based on a concept of “pure modulus” condition for a tuple
q ¼ ðq1;…; qNf

Þ:

fðqÞ ¼ 0; f ∈ suðNÞ: ð7Þ

After this initial stage, we would have auxiliary variables
qðAÞ and SðAÞ such that, when moving along the orbit of
Aμ, qðAÞ stays invariant while the phase describes an orbit
SðAUÞ ¼ USðAÞ. The point is that even for smooth finite-
action configurations Aμ, SðAÞ will generally contain
defects, which cannot be removed by means of the regular
U-mappings associated with gauge transformations. That
is, it is not possible to define a “unitary” gauge SðAÞ ¼ I on
fAg. What can be done is to define regions VðS0Þ ⊂ fAμg
formed by gauge fields that can be gauge-transformed to
SðAUÞ ¼ S0, where U is regular and S0 is a reference (class
representative), characterized by a given distribution of
defects. In other words, the gauge can be fixed with the
VðS0Þ-dependent condition:

fS0ðAÞ ¼ 0; Aμ ∈ VðS0Þ;
fS0ðAÞ ¼ fðS−10 ψ1ðAÞS0;…; S−10 ψNf

ðAÞS0Þ: ð8Þ

As this is a local condition in the configuration space fAg,
it is possibile to have no copies in this setting, while staying
in line with Singer’s theorem. Note also that any pair of

different class representatives S0, S00 are such that S
0
0 ≠ US0

(for regularU) so that a gauge field Aμ cannot be in different
regions. Then, as all the gauge fields belong to some region,
the above procedure gives a partition of fAμg∶ϑα→VðS0Þ.
The labels correspond to oriented and nonoriented center
vortices with non-Abelian degrees of freedom (d.o.f.),
where the nonoriented component is generated by monop-
oles. Therefore, the YM field averages in Eq. (2) involve an
ensemble integration over topological defects (sector
labels) with a weight ZðS0Þ=ZYM that is in principle
calculable. Indeed, the all-orders perturbative renormaliz-
ability of the vortex-free sector was shown in Ref. [20]. The
calculation of each sector, followed by the ensemble
integration, is expected to give rise to the confining
behavior in the nonperturbative regime. In this regard,
these topological degrees have been established in the
lattice as relevant for the confinement of quark probes in
pure SUðNÞ YM theory [21–31]. Moreover, a measure
based on them has recently led to an effective model that
captures the asymptotic properties of confinement [32]. Of
course, this program tends to be prohibitively hard in the
continuum. Nonetheless, understanding some of their
facets could shed light on how to organize an approxima-
tion scheme on each sector. For example, in the calculation
of quadratic fluctuations around a straight thin center-
vortex, different self-adjoint extensions are possible [33].
Which one to use should be determined from first princi-
ples and on physical grounds. This could also provide a
guide to compute the different sectors in the lattice. The
gauge-fixing method is based on many underlying assump-
tions. In this work, we aim at discussing them at the
classical level, paying special attention to sectors that
include center vortices. The purpose is to improve the
understanding of the consistency of this procedure. In our
proposal for continuum YM theories, this analysis was still
lacking.
In Sec. II. we briefly review some well-known gauge-

fixings. Section III is devoted to compare them with our
local procedure in the continuum, while in Sec. IV we
clarify the necessary assumptions involved. Next, in Sec. V,
we present examples of configurations that belong to
sectors labeled by center vortices, and discuss the existence
of non-Abelian d.o.f.. In Sec. VI we study the injectivity of
the functional ψðAÞ, and show that it is infinitesimally
injective for typical configurations in the vortex-free sector,
as well as for a particular configuration of the one-vortex
sector. Finally, in Sec. VII, we establish the absence of
Gribov copies for the configurations considered in Sec. VI.

II. YANG-MILLS (GLOBAL) GAUGE-FIXINGS

In this section, we provide a brief discussion of some of
the gauge-fixings commonly used along the history of
continuum and lattice non-Abelian gauge theories. These
gauges are global, in the sense that a unique condition is

1In general, a relation between tuples of the form given in
Eq. (6) shall be simply denoted by ψ ¼ qS.
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imposed on the whole configuration space. This discussion
will be useful to compare them with our local procedure
and show, in the next section, how their problems and
limitations could be avoided.
In the continuum, globally defined gauge-fixing

conditions,

fðAÞ ¼ 0; Aμ ∈ fAμg; ð9Þ

were extensively studied. For example, the Landau gauge
corresponds to fðAÞ ¼ ∂μAμ. Of course, due to Singer’s
(no-go) theorem [1], it is impossible to find a continuous
condition on the whole configuration space fAμg such that
fðAUÞ ¼ 0 ⇒ U ¼ I. Then, in this framework, to continue
working with the traditional methods, which are based on a
single global fðAÞ, the path-integral was restricted to a
subset of fAμg. This is known as the first Gribov region,
where infinitesimal copies are eliminated, although it
generally contains finite copies. This region can also be
defined as the smallest connected set, containing the trivial
configuration Aμ ¼ 0, such that the (gauge-dependent)
Fadeev-Popov (FP) operator is positive definite [2]. In
the infrared regime, it is believed that the YM path-integral
in Landau gauge is dominated by the Gribov horizon
[34,35], which is formed by configurations such that the
corresponding FP operator has zero modes. These operators
were studied in the continuum and in the lattice for the
Coulomb and Landau gauges [36–38]. For example, in the
Landau gauge, where the FP operator is given by

Mab
Landau ¼ −∂μDab

μ δð4Þðx − yÞ; ð10Þ

it was shown that smooth center vortices and instantons
belong to the Gribov horizon [25,39,40].
In the lattice, center vortices and their properties have

been extensively studied in the confining regime. In this
case, although a gauge-fixing is not necessary to compute
observables, it is relevant for the purpose of identifying the
dominant configurations in the infrared regime. This was
initially done within the Maximal Center Gauge (MCG)
[21,23,28], which brings each link element as close as
possible to a center element. Given an initial field con-
figuration UμðxÞ ∈ SUðNÞ (link-variables), the gauge is
defined by the following maximization over gauge trans-
formations gðxÞ

maxg
X
x;μ

ðtrAdðUg
μðxÞÞÞ;

AdðUg
μðxÞÞ ¼ RTðxÞAdðUμðxÞÞRðxþ μÞ; ð11Þ

where R ¼ AdðgÞ [Adð·Þ denotes the adjoint representation
of SUðNÞ]. In Ref. [28], this gauge was extended to the
continuum by means of the requirement

minΣming

Z
dDxðtrðAg − aΣÞ2Þ; ð12Þ

where aΣ is the gauge field for a thin vortex localized on
∂Σ, a closed surface. For local extrema, a condition can be
obtained by first considering the minimization with respect
to G ¼ eiθ, with infinitesimal θ, and fixed Σ:

½∂μ þ aΣμ ; Aμ� − ∂μaΣμ ¼ 0: ð13Þ

If this step were free from Gribov copies, we would have a
unique gauge field AΣ that satisfies Eq. (13), and the
continuum maximal center gauge would be completed by
determining the best Σ:

minΣ

Z
dDxtrðA½aΣ� − aΣÞ2: ð14Þ

On a conceptual level, this is an interesting procedure
aimed at bringing Aμ as close as possible to a thin center
vortex field aΣjμ. However, as pointed out in Ref. [28], this
route would require further improvements. This is due to
the large mismatch between a smooth Aμ and a thin center-
vortex field aΣjμ at points that are close to any ∂Σ, where
the difference A − aΣ is divergent. Thus, the condition (12)
is always achieved for aΣ ¼ 0, for vortexlike smooth
configurations Aμ. Among the possibilities to avoid this
problem, a smoothed aΣ or the replacement trð·Þ → sðtrð·ÞÞ
in Eq. (12), with sðtÞ a monotonically increasing function,
was considered in Ref. [28]. An issue pointed in that work
is that, to avoid the divergence at ∂Σ, sðtÞ cannot diverge as
t → ∞. However, this property would not penalize large
deviations between Aμ and aΣjμ in other regions. In
addition, for certain functions like sðtÞ ¼ − tanhðR4t2Þ, it
was noted that the optimal ∂Σ does not coincide with the
guiding-center of a smooth center-vortex Aμ, even for the
simplest example.
Another important class of gauges in the lattice consider

a set of eigenvectors ϕðjÞ corresponding to the lowest
eigenvalues of the discretized covariant adjoint Laplacian,

Δab
xy ðUÞϕðjÞ

b ðyÞ ¼ μjϕ
ðjÞ
a ðxÞ: ð15Þ

The gauge can then be fixed by imposing different
conditions on the “lowest” eigenfunctions, i.e., the ones
associated with the lowest eigenvalues. For instance, in the
Laplacian center gauge (LCG) [18], the gauge is achieved
by the composition of a pair of SUðNÞ gauge trans-
formations on the link variables. The first one is such that
the lowest eigenfunction ϕð1Þ is oriented along the Cartan
subalgebra. Then, a transformation is performed to make
the color components of the second lowest eigenfunction
ϕð2Þ satisfy some conventional conditions, while keeping
ϕð1Þ fixed. The possibility of replacing the pair of Laplacian
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eigenfunctions by other adjoint fields in the continuum was
first pointed out in Ref. [41], although a specific realization
for these fields was not presented. In addition, the use of the
above mentioned global gauge-fixing condition on these
fields would lead to singular gauge-fixed fields, due to the
large topological phases associated with center vortices. In
the lattice, we would also like to mention the direct
Laplacian center gauge (DLCG), introduced in Ref. [19]
to address the above mentioned mismatch between smooth
and thin configurations in the MCG. For SUð2Þ, instead of
using the function sðtÞ, the smoothing of the MCG was
done by promoting RðxÞ ∈ SOð3Þ to a new degree of
freedom MðxÞ, given by a 3 × 3 real matrix, and then
performing the constrained maximization

maxM
X
x;μ

trðMTðxÞAdðUμðxÞÞMðxþ μÞÞ;

1

V

X
x

MTðxÞMðxÞ ¼ I3×3; ð16Þ

with V the lattice volume. Then, it was shown that the
solution can be written in terms of the three lowest

eigenfunctions of Eq. (15), MabðxÞ ¼ ϕðaÞ
b ðxÞ. In the next

step, an SOð3Þ-field was extracted from MðxÞ through a
polar decomposition. This field was then mapped to SUð2Þ
and the link-variables were gauge transformed to satisfy the
adjoint version of the lattice Laplacian Landau Gauge
(LLG) introduced in Ref. [42]. Finally, the DLCG was
achieved by relaxing these link-variables to the closest
configuration that satisfies the MCG. In Ref. [19], it was
argued that the DLCG is preferable to the LLG since it
avoids the presence of small scale fluctuations in the
P-vortex surfaces of projected configurations.

III. THE LOCAL GAUGE-FIXING
IN CONTINUUM YM THEORY

In the lattice, the use of global gauge-fixing conditions,
in the various center gauges discussed in Sec. II, is always
possible because there is no concept of singular ill-defined
phase field SðxÞ, when x represents the discrete lattice sites.
On the other hand, in the continuum, any attempt of
defining a global condition, in a procedure that detects
non-Abelian large topological phases SðxÞ, x ∈ R4, would
lead to singular gauge-fixed fields. For example, this occurs
in the global gauge of Ref. [43]. In that case, among the
natural large phases there are those corresponding to
monopoles. Then, a gauge-fixing based on a global
orientation of the auxiliary fields, where SðxÞ is removed,
leads to gauge fields Aμ containing singularities (Dirac
strings). A similar situation would occur in gauge fixings in
the continuum based on a set of adjoint auxiliary fields
ψ I ∈ suðNÞ, I ¼ 1;…; Nf . This time, the topological
phases SðxÞ ∈ SUðNÞ will certainly include center-vortex
defects. In addition, monopolelike phases will generally be

attached to a pair of (physical) center-vortex defects.2

Again, there will be an obstruction to implement a global
ψ I orientation, for every Aμ ∈ fAμg. By enforcing such a

condition, ill-defined gauge fixed fields Agf
μ would be

produced. On the other hand, in the continuum, it is
precisely the clear distinction between regular and singular
SUðNÞ-mappings that enables the introduction of the
equivalence relation

SðxÞ ∼ S0ðxÞ if ∃ regularUðxÞ=S0ðxÞ ¼ UðxÞSðxÞ: ð17Þ

Such distinction and equivalence relation have no meaning
for fields defined on the lattice. In the continuum, it enables
us to think of generating, a priori, a catalog of different
equivalence classes ½S0�, where S0ðxÞ is a class representa-
tive. For example, in gauges based on adjoint auxiliary
fields, a possible referencewould beS0 ¼ eiχβ·T , where χ is a
multivalued harmonic function and β is a fundamental
magnetic weight, such that S0 changes by a center element
when going around a closed surface ∂Σ. Of course, there is
also a center-vortex free sector that can be labeled by S0 ≡ I.
Other phases represent center-vortices that are nonoriented
in the Lie algebra (see Refs. [28,32]). Here, we will not
discuss the general classification of sectors. Instead,we shall
analyze some examples. However, it is important to under-
line that, as noted in Ref. [32], multiplying a label S0 by a
regular mapping on the right generally leads to a physically
inequivalent label. The identification of these non-Abelian
degrees of freedom is an important property in the con-
tinuumwhich has no clear counterpart in the lattice. Using a
mechanism that maps Aμ to S in a gauge covariant way, we
can look for the previously defined reference label S0 that is
equivalent to S. Then, instead of a global condition on fAμg,
we can require the gauge-fixed Agf

μ to be mapped into S0,
which is attained by a regular gauge transformation.
The simplest known example where local gauge-fixings

are used is in the context of the Abelian Higgs Model [44].
In the unitary gauge, the phase of the Higgs field is required
to be trivial. However, this condition cannot be applied to
the Nielsen-Olesen vortex. For a straight infinite vortex, the
best we can do is to fix the gauge field as ϕ ¼ heiφ, where
φ is the polar angle (∂2φ ¼ 0). This is one of the
motivations that led to the gauge-fixing proposal for pure
YM theories in Ref. [17]. There, the construction of S was
done by introducing a set of adjoint auxiliary fields that
minimize an auxiliary action

Saux ¼
Z

d4xðhDμψ I; Dμψ Ii þ VauxÞ: ð18Þ

The Killing product is defined between elements of the Lie
algebra according to

2These configurations are known as nonoriented center vor-
tices (see Ref. [28]).
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hX; Yi ¼ TrðAdðXÞAdðYÞÞ: ð19Þ

The consideration of ψðAÞ ¼ ðψ1;…;ψNf
Þ, solution to this

minimization problem [cf. Eq. (4)], has the advantage that,
unlike the lowest eigenfunctions of the covariant Laplacian,
it is a a well-posed problem in the continuum. Of course, at
the quantum level, these fields were introduced by means of
an identity, keeping the pure Yang-Mills dynamics
unchanged. Regarding the field content and auxiliary
potential, they were chosen such that the components ψ I
of the classical solution ψðAÞ enable a simple concept of
“modulus” tuple and the extraction of a phase. For this aim,
we proposed Saux to display SUðNÞ → ZðNÞ SSB, which
requires Nf ≥ N (see also Sec. IV). Among the many
possible flavors of auxiliary fields, we preferred the choice
Nf ¼ N2 − 1, as a simple auxiliary action and procedure to
extract the phase S can be given for general SUðNÞ. For
example, Vaux can be chosen such that it is minimized by
the nontrivial solutions to

−i½ψ I;ψJ� ¼ vfIJKψK; ð20Þ

namely, ψ I ¼ vSTIS−1, where TI, I ¼ 1;…; N2 − 1 is the
usual Lie basis. In regions whereAμ is close to a pure gauge,
the solutionwill be close to a rotated frame. This “dynamical
tendency” can be thought of as playing a similar role to the
normalization and orthogonality property of the Laplacian
eigenvector fields in the DLCG [cf. Eq. (16)].
The polar decomposition of a tuple ψ [cf. Eqs. (6) and

(7)] was done by defining a modulus tuple q as the rotated
ψ that minimizes the average square distanceX

I

hqI − vTIi2: ð21Þ

This implies that qI is “aligned” with the Lie basis TI on
average, X

I

½qi; TI� ¼ 0: ð22Þ

Then, this procedure allows for the identification of the
phase SðAÞ of the solution ψðAÞ and identify the corre-
sponding sector VðS0Þ where Aμ is. Finally, the gauge can
be fixed by the sector-dependent condition

fS0ðψÞ ¼ ½S−10 ψ IðAÞS0; TI� ¼ 0; ð23Þ

see Eq. (8). This procedure, proposed in Ref. [17], has
many points of contact with Laplacian center gauges used
in the lattice. As discussed in Sec. II, the possibility of
using adjoint fields other than the Laplacian eigenfunctions
in the continuum was first pointed out in Ref. [41]. In our
procedure we gave a realization of the auxiliary fields
through a set of classical equations of motion while, instead

of a pair, we considered various adjoint flavors. This field
content simplified the extraction of a covariant phase out of
ψ . Indeed, our concept of polar decomposition generalizes
to SUðNÞ the usual decomposition of the 3 × 3 real matrix,
formed with the three lowest eigenvectors, used in the
lattice adjoint LLG in SUð2Þ. In addition, as already
explained, by considering local gauge-fixing conditions
on VðS0Þ ⊂ fAμg, we were able to avoid singular gauge-
fixed fields.
On the other hand, for oriented center vortices, our

procedure differes from the continuum global MCG, as it is
not based on comparing Aμ with the singular configurations
aΣ. The closed manifold ∂Σ is not obtained after a best fit to
ajΣ, but by reading the defects in SðAÞ. It is also very
different from the traditional global gauge-fixings. For
instance, in the Landau gauge, the Gribov copies associated
with smooth center vortex or instanton configurations
[cf. Eq. (10)] are related with zero mode solutions to a
Schrödinger-like equation. It should be emphasized that the
FP operator for this type of global gauges is completely
different from the FP operator JS0 in any local sector VðS0Þ,
which is related with the algebraic condition in Eq. (23).
Therefore, there is no a priori reason to expect JS0 to
contain zero modes. In order to address the possibility of
copies, the analysis must be completely reformulated.
Instead of considering a general Aμ ∈ fAμg, it should be
separately done for Aμ ∈ VðS0Þ, for every possible label S0.
As an initial step, to see if we are on a good direction, we
will address some examples based on the simplest smooth
center vortices. In particular, in Sec. V, we will show that
the associated guiding-centers are correctly detected in the
non-Abelian mapping SðAÞ, that the gauge-fixed field is
regular, and that no copies will arise in this case.

IV. INVESTIGATING THE NEW PROCEDURE

In the local procedure, if the solution to Eq. (4) is
unique (after imposing regularity and boundary conditions),
in a first step we may associate each field in fAμg with the
auxiliary tuple ψðAÞ that minimizes the auxiliary action
Saux½A;ψ �. For this mapping to be useful to fix the gauge,
a necessary condition is that different gauge fields of the same
orbit are associated with different ψðAÞ. IfψðAÞ is left invari-
ant by nontrivial transformations ψ IðAÞ → Uψ IðAÞU−1,
U ∈ SUðNÞ, then no matter what the second step is, the
final procedurewill havegauge copies. If this is successful, in
a second step, given a tuple ψðAÞ, we would like to fix the
gauge by imposing a condition that is satisfied by only one
ψðAÞ as we move on the orbit of Aμ. Again, because of
Singer’s theorem, it is impossible to find a global and
continuous gauge-fixing condition. However, the idea is to
implement a different gauge-fixing condition on each sector
of a partition of fAμg. In summary, for the gauge fixing to be
well-defined, we need:
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1. Appropriate regularity and boundary conditions on
the auxiliary fields so as to have a unique solution
ψðAÞ to Eq. (4).

2. The auxiliary-field content and the auxiliary action
must be such that ψðAÞ is injective on any gauge
orbit. This means,

ψðAUÞ ¼ ψðAÞ ⇒ U ∈ ZðNÞ; ð24Þ

where ZðNÞ is the center group of SUðNÞ. This is
just the requirement that the fields transform homo-
geneously under the gauge group in a LCG formu-
lated in the continuum [41].

3. A univocally defined polar decomposition of ψðAÞ.
In this case, besides inducing the partition VðS0Þ, a
local condition on VðS0Þ with no copies,

fS0ðψðAÞÞ¼0 and fS0ðψðAUÞÞ¼0⇒U¼ I; ð25Þ

would be implemented in terms of the “pure
modulus” concept discussed in Eqs. (7), (8) whose
solution3 is given by ψ ¼ qS0.

If these requirements are fulfilled, we would have an
S0-dependent gauge-fixing condition, without copies on
each local sector VðS0Þ of the partition of fAμg. As in other
gauge-fixing procedures, the main idea is not to arrive at a
closed expression for the gauge-fixed field Ag:f:

μ This could
only be done for some specific cases. In fact, the objective
is to properly quantize YM theory. Here, we shall briefly
comment about the above requirements, relating them with
the quantization procedure introduced in Ref. [17]. A
detailed analysis will be developed in the next sections.
Regarding item 1, the natural regularity condition

is to consider continuous single-valued auxiliary fields.
In addition, as the gauge fields Aμ with finite YM action are
asymptotically pure gauge, the natural boundary condition
is that ψ is covariantly constant at infinity,

Dμψ → 0 when jxj → ∞: ð26Þ

This is consistent with the equations of motion if ψðxÞ →
ψ̄ðxÞ ∈ M in this limit, where M is the vacua manifold of
Saux. In Ref. [17], starting from the pure YM partition
function,

ZYM ¼
Z

½DAμ�e−SYM½A�; ð27Þ

or the YM correlations, we introduced auxiliary fields
satisfying Eq. (4) by means of an identity

1 ¼
Z

½Dψ � det
�

δ2Saux
δψ IδψJ

�
δ

�
δSaux
δψ I

�
; ð28Þ

in the integrand of the Aμ path-integration. Given Aμ, to
correctly implement this identity, the argument of the
δ-functional must have a unique zero, and the quadratic
operator in the determinant must be positive definite. This
is nothing but the uniqueness requirement, which is met by
the regularity and boundary conditions discussed above. In
addition, the positivity of the quadratic form is related to
solutions ψðAÞ with minimum auxiliary action.
Now, the manifold M must be nontrivial, that is, Saux

must be constructed with an appropriate spontaneous
symmetry breaking (SSB) pattern. If not, ψðAÞ could easily
take values close to zero in a spacetime region, and the
condition (24) in item 2 would be violated. In other words,
we need ψðAÞ to be nontrivial almost everywhere to be able
to extract information from it. Indeed, injectivity will be
favored if points ψ̄ in M satisfy (24), which corresponds to
require an auxiliary action with an SUðNÞ → ZðNÞ sponta-
neous symmetry breaking (SSB) pattern. For this to happen,
a minimum value of Nf ¼ N flavors is needed (see Sec. IV).
In this case, M¼SUðNÞ=ZðNÞ¼AdðSUðNÞÞ, where
Adð·Þ stands for the adjoint representation, and SUðNÞ acts
transitively on this manifold. Then, for a univocally defined
polar decomposition (item 3), the asymptotic boundary
condition would be

ψðxÞ → ψ̄ðxÞ ¼ uS̄ when jxj → ∞; ð29Þ

where u is the pure modulus tuple in M and S̄ ¼ S̄ðxÞ is
only defined at infinity by

Aμ → S̄∂μS̄−1 when jxj → ∞: ð30Þ

Next, to represent the YM quantities in terms of a partition in
the local sectors VðS0Þ, we introduced a second identity in
the integrand of Eq. (28)

1 ¼
X
S0

1S0 ; 1S0 ¼
Z

½DU�δðfSðψÞÞ detðJðψÞÞ;

S ¼ US0; ð31Þ

where JðqÞ is the Fadeev-Popov operator associated to the
condition (25). According to item 3, the characteristic
function 1S0 is nontrivial on fields of the form ψ ¼ qS,
fðqÞ ¼ 0. As ψ is single-valued, when we get close to the
defects of S0, the fields accompanying Lie algebra compo-
nents rotated by S0 must tend to zero. When restricted to
VðS0Þ, in order for the left-hand side of 1S0 in Eq. (31) to be
one, there should be a uniqueU that solves fSðψÞ ¼ 0. This
is expected to be addressed by the consideration of the
SUðNÞ → ZðNÞ SSB pattern and a good definition of polar

3In general, a relation between tuples of the form given in
Eq. (6) shall be simply denoted by ψ ¼ qS.

D. FIORENTINI et al. PHYS. REV. D 103, 114010 (2021)

114010-6



decomposition with a univocally defined phase (and
modulus).
Let us analyze some possibilities for the auxiliary action

Saux in Eq. (18), initially focusing on the SUð2Þ case. As
AdðSUð2ÞÞ ¼ SOð3Þ, the group action on an adjoint scalar
field can be pictured as an orthogonal rotation of a three-
component vector. Then, noting that any vector is left
invariant by an SOð2Þ subgroup of rotations, we clearly see
that it is not possible to produce SUð2Þ → Zð2Þ SSB with a
single scalar field. The situation is different if we consider
two adjoint scalar fields

Saux¼
Z

d4xðhDμψ1;Dμψ1iþhDμψ2;Dμψ2iþVðψ1;ψ2ÞÞ:

ð32Þ

In this case, if the two vectors are linearly independent, it is
clear that there will be no set of continuous transformations
that leave them invariant. However, the potential must be
chosen carefully. Asymptotically, the scalar fields should
tend to M. It is therefore important that we choose V so as
the field components of the tuples in M are linearly
independent vectors. If we choose

Vðψ1;ψ2Þ¼ λ1ðhψ1;ψ1i−v2Þ2þλ2ðhψ2;ψ2i−v2Þ2; ð33Þ

pathological configurations satisfying ψ1 ¼ ψ2, with
hψ1;ψ1i ¼ v, will belong to M. They are left invariant
by rotations with axis ψ1. This can be fixed by adding
the term hψ1;ψ2i2 (see Ref. [45]. Then, M will consist
of two orthogonal vectors which are only invariant by
Zð2Þ ⊂ SUð2Þ discrete transformations. Had we added
h½ψ1;ψ2�; ½ψ1;ψ2�i instead, the pathology would persist.
In general, among the interesting possibilities is the color-
flavor symmetric action containing N2 − 1 SUðNÞ adjoint
scalar fields ψ I ∈ suðNÞ, I ¼ 1;…; N2 − 1, and auxiliary
potential

Vaux ¼
μ2

2
hψ I;ψ Ii þ

κ

3
fIJKhψ I;ψJ ∧ ψKi

þ λ

4
ðhψA ∧ ψBiÞ2: ð34Þ

where we introduced the notation A ∧ B≡ −i½A; B�. In this
case, the tuple ψðAÞ would be obtained by solving the
equations

D2ðAÞψ I ¼μ2ψ IþκfIJKψJ∧ψKþλψJ∧ ðψ I ∧ψKÞ: ð35Þ

As argued in [46], this potential admits SUðNÞ → ZðNÞ
SSB, and is thus a good auxiliary action candidate (18) for

general SUðNÞ. Indeed, Vaux is minimized by tuples which
are rotated Lie basis, satisfying Eq. (20), with

v ¼ −
κ

2λ
�

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi�
κ

2λ

�
2

−
μ2

λ

s
: ð36Þ

V. PROPERTIES OF THE
YANG-MILLS SECTORS

In this section, we provide explicit examples of gauge
field configurations belonging to nontrivial sectors labeled
by center vortices. Then, we show that the procedure allows
us to identify more general sectors labeled by non-Abelian
d.o.f.. These are not related to ambiguities, but are in fact
physically inequivalent possibilities located at the same
center-vortex guiding centers.

A. Some sectors labeled by a guiding center

Let us start with some general remarks about thick
center-vortex configurations of the form

Aμ ¼ gaðxÞ∂μχβ · T; β · T ≡ βjqTq; ð37Þ
where χ is a multivalued angle when we go around some
closed surface Ω (guiding center), the elements Tq

(q ¼ 1;…; N − 1) are Cartan generators of suðNÞ, and
aðxÞ is a scalar profile that goes to 1 at infinity. In principle,
this profile could be any smooth function. However,
regularity conditions must be imposed on aðxÞ to prevent
singularities in Aμ and the associated Fμν. First of all,
aðxÞ ¼ 0 at Ω, otherwise Aμ would not be well defined
there. Next, we evaluate

Fμν ¼ ð∂μa∂νχ − ∂νa∂μχÞβ · T þ aðxÞ½∂μ; ∂ν�χβ · T: ð38Þ

We have ½∂μ; ∂ν�χ ¼ 0 everywhere except at Ω, where
aðxÞ ¼ 0, so that we can disregard this term. When probing
the behavior of aðxÞ at points very close to Ω, we can take
χ ¼ φ, the angle of polar coordinates, with the z–t plane
taken as the tangent plane passing through the nearest point
x0 ∈ Ω. Consequently

1

4
hFμν; Fμνi ¼ 1

2
β · βð∂μa∂μa∂νχ∂νχ − ð∂μa∂μχÞ2Þ

¼ 1

2ρ2
β · βð∂μa∂μa − ðφ̂ ·∇aÞ2Þ: ð39Þ

If we expand aðxÞ ¼ að1Þðφ; z; tÞρþ að2Þðφ; z; tÞρ2 þ…,
we must impose að1Þðφ; z; tÞ ¼ 0 or, otherwise, the action
would be infinite due to the divergence of hFμν; Fμνi near
x0. In other words, on very general grounds, both aðxÞ as
well as its derivative in the local ρ direction should vanish at
every point of Ω. In particular, this excludes thin-vortex
configurations, as they are associated to an infinite Yang-
Mills action density. Thus, within our framework, typical

STUDY OF GRIBOV COPIES IN A YANG-MILLS ENSEMBLE PHYS. REV. D 103, 114010 (2021)

114010-7



calculations of the partial contribution ZðS0Þ to the Yang-
Mills ensemble will consist of path-integrals with regularity
conditions at the center-vortex guiding centers. This prob-
lem is similar to the computation of a Casimir energy, but
with conditions imposed on surfaces with higher codimen-
sion d ¼ 2. In Ref. [47], the dynamical Casimir effect
associated to a moving Dirichlet point was discussed for
d ¼ 1, 2, 3. The case d ≥ 2 was found more subtle to deal
with, as it is necessary to renormalize the coupling to
obtain a finite effective action for the particle. Codimension
d ¼ 2 is particularly interesting as the coupling acquires
dependence on an arbitrary mass scale μ. In this case, it was
found that the effective action contains a term proportional
to _u2, u being an unitary tangent vector to the particle’s
trajectory. If we interpret the nontrivial trajectory of the
particle as a curved vortexlike object, this term would be
associated to stiffness. It would be interesting to generalize
this calculation to gauge theories, This could allow to make
contact with the observed properties of center vortices in
the lattice, which display stiffness and tension terms
[32,48,49]. It is also worth noting that investigations
regarding quantum corrections to the effective action of
a thin center-vortex were carried out in Ref. [33]. In
particular, the one-loop correction to the thin vortex energy
was shown to vanish for integer fluxes, for a particular
choice of self-adjoint extension of the operator accompa-
nying the fluctuations. The physical determination we are
proposing here is different, so that the partial contribution
of a center-vortex sector should be reexamined.

B. Antisymmetric center vortices with charge k

According to Eq. (31), if there is a regular transformation
U ∈ SUðNÞ such that

½S−10 U−1ðxÞψ IðxÞðAÞUðxÞS0; uI� ¼ 0; ∀ x; ð40Þ

where uI¼vTI, then Aμ ∈ VðS0Þ. In particular, qIðxÞðAÞ≡
S−10 U−1ðxÞψ IðxÞðAÞUðxÞS0 must be single-valued. To pro-
ceed, we consider a class of configurations with cylindrical
symmetry

AðkÞ
μ ¼ aðkÞðρÞ∂μφβ

ðkÞ · T;

where ρ, φ are the radial and angular coordinates (indices
between parenthesis are not summed). The (N − 1)-tuple βk

is proportional to the weight of the k-antisymmetric
representation: βk ¼ 2N

P
k
i¼1 ω

i, k ¼ 1;…; N − 1, where
ωi are the weights of the fundamental representation.
The profile akðρÞ satisfies the regularity conditions
akðρ → ∞Þ ¼ 1, akðρ ¼ 0Þ ¼ 0. The first condition
implies that these are in fact thick center-vortices, as they
contribute a center element to the kth power for large
enoughWilson Loops that link them. In this case, ψðAÞwas
obtained in Ref. [50], and is given by

ψ ðkÞ
q ¼ hðkÞqpVðkÞTpV−1

ðkÞ; ð41Þ

ψ ðkÞ
α ¼ ψ ðkÞ

ᾱ ¼ hðkÞα VðkÞTαV−1
ðkÞ; ð42Þ

VðkÞ ¼ eiφβ
k·T; ð43Þ

where the profiles a, hqp, hα satisfy scalar equations, which
were solved numerically for SUðNÞ. We now proceed to
show that this solution satisfies Eq. (40), with U ¼ I. This
implies that the gauge field already satisfies the gauge
condition. It should be noted that, as expected, it is a regular
configuration, even though the associated defect VðkÞ is

not. As a first step, notice that ½ψ ðkÞ
I ðxÞ; uVðkÞ

I ðxÞ� ¼
vψ ðkÞ

IJ ðxÞVðkÞðxÞ½TI; TJ�V−1
ðkÞðxÞ. As ψ ðkÞ

IJ ðxÞ is symmetric,

this vanishes for all x. Finally, since hðkÞα ð0Þ ¼ 0, for
α · βk ≠ 0, the fields are single valued. Therefore, the

configuration AðkÞ
μ contributes to the sector VðkÞ

0 for all
values of the parameters consistent with SSB. Additionally,

as the profiles ψ ðkÞ
IJ do not have other zeros, the configu-

ration cannot contribute to a sector V 0
0 ¼ eiχ

0β0·T, if the
guiding-center of χ0 is not located in the plane ρ ¼ 0.
Moreover, for each k, the set of roots fαrg that satisfy α ·
βk ≠ 0 is different. To see this, consider, without loss of
generality, that k > k0. Then, for p ≤ k we have

βk · αk0p ¼ −1; ð44Þ
βðk0Þ · αðk0Þp ¼ 0: ð45Þ

Since hαk0pð0Þ ≠ 0, the solution ψ ðk0Þ
I will not contribute to

the sector VðkÞ, as it will not be single valued in the ρ ¼ 0

plane. Similarly, ψ ðkÞ
I will not contribute to Vk0 , as for

q > k0

βk · αk0q ¼ 0; ð46Þ
βðk0Þ · αðk0Þq ¼ 1: ð47Þ

Therefore, the phases VðkÞ represent physically inequivalent
center-vortex configurations that are located around the
same points in spacetime (they have the same guiding-
centers).

C. Non-Abelian degrees of freedom

In non-Abelian models with spontaneous symmetry
breaking, vortices can have an internal orientational moduli
[51–53]. In our case, although we are dealing with a pure
gauge theory, a similar situation occurs when defining the
different sectors. As discussed in Ref. [32], the multipli-
cation of a general defect S0 by a regular phase ŨðxÞ ∈
SUðNÞ on the right could yield a physically inequivalent
label. For S0 ¼ eiφβ·T, the new configuration is given by
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Aμ ¼ aiS∂μS−1 ¼ SAμS−1 þ iS∂μS−1;

Aμ ¼ ð1 − aÞiS−1∂μS ð48Þ

S ¼ Ũeiφβ·TŨ−1; ð49Þ

while the associated solution can be written in the form
ψA ¼ Sψ̄AS−1, where Ũ and ψ̄A are single-valued and
regular. Using

S−1∂μS ¼ Ũe−iφβ·TŨ−1∂μŨeiφβ·TŨ−1

þ i∂μφŨβ · TŨ−1 þ Ũ∂μŨ−1; ð50Þ

S−1ðDμðAÞDμðAÞψAÞS ¼ □ψ̄A þ 2Aμ ∧ ∂μψ̄A

þ ∂μAμ ∧ ψ̄A

þAμ ∧ ðAμ ∧ ψ̄AÞ; ð51Þ

and the regularity conditions of ψ̄A and aðxÞ to expand

ψ̄A ¼ ψ̄ ð0Þ
A þ ψ̄ ð1Þ

A ρþ…, aðxÞ ¼ að1Þρþ að2Þρ2 þ…, we
see that the term of order ρ−2 in Eq. (51) is

∂2ψ̄ ð0Þ
A

∂φ2
− 2X̃ ∧ ∂ψ̄ ð0Þ

A

∂φ þ X̃ ∧ ðX̃ ∧ ψ̄ ð0Þ
A Þ;

X̃ ¼ Ũβ · TŨ−1: ð52Þ

Since ψ̄A is single-valued and regular, the zeroth order term

ψ̄ ð0Þ
A in the ρ-expansion cannot depend on φ. In addition,

since the force δSaux
δψA

has no term of order ρ−2, at the guiding
center it must be verified

X̃ ∧ ðX̃ ∧ ψ̄ ð0Þ
A Þ ¼ 0: ð53Þ

Taking the scalar product with ψ̄ ð0Þ
A and using the positivity

of the metric, we get,

X̃ ∧ ψ̄ ð0Þ
A ¼ 0; ð54Þ

which implies Ũ-dependent regularity conditions on the
components of ψ̄A that do not commute with X̃. In this way,
even when considering a k ¼ 1 fundamental center-vortex
with a given guiding-center, we showed that there are gauge
field configurations that belong to a continuum of physi-
cally inequivalent sectors of the Yang-Mills theory. These
are genuine non-Abelian degrees of freedom that must be
integrated in the YM ensemble.

VI. INFINITESIMAL INJECTIVITY OF ψðAÞ
In this section we shall see that injectivity is related to the

positivity of the operator introduced in the identity of
Eq. (28), and to the absence of nontrivial gauge trans-
formations that leave invariant the auxiliary fields. Then,

we show that the functional is injective for typical con-
figurations of the vortex-free sector. A particular example
in the one-vortex sector is also provided.

A. Conditions for injectivity

The equations of motion originated from the auxiliary
action Σ ¼ δS=δψ is a functional of ψ and Aμ,
S ¼ Sðψ ; AμÞ, and it is invariant under an infinitesimal
gauge transformation, i.e., δΣ ¼ δAΣþ δψΣ ¼ 0, with

δA ≡
Z

δAa
μ

δ

δAa
μ
; δψ ≡

Z
δψa

I
δ

δψa
I
: ð55Þ

Thus, by acting with a variation δψ on S, we should get the
corresponding solution to another gauge field on the same
orbit, AU

μ . Then, we should study if

δA
δS

δψa
I ðxÞ

¼ −δψ
δS

δψa
I ðxÞ

¼ −
Z

dy
δ2S

δψa
I ðxÞψb

JðyÞ
fbmnξmðyÞψn

JðyÞ

¼ 0 ð56Þ

has nontrivial solutions. We may multiply this equation by
fam

0n0ξm
0 ðxÞψn0

I ðxÞ and integrate over x to arrive at

Z
dxdy

δ2S
δψa

I ðxÞψb
JðyÞ

vaI ðxÞvbJðyÞ ¼ 0;

vaI ðxÞ ¼ famnξmðxÞψn
I ðxÞ ¼ ðξðxÞ ∧ ψ IðxÞÞja: ð57Þ

Since ψa
I is a minimum of S, all the eigenvalues of δ2S

δψa
I ðxÞψb

JðyÞ
must be positive, as was already required for the identity in
Eq. (28) to be well-defined. Therefore, nontrivial solutions
for (7) are given by

vaI ¼ δψa
I ¼ 0: ð58Þ

We see that the lack of injectivity is associated to the
existence of nontrivial gauge transformations that leave ψ I

invariant. By using the definitions Ψ≡ ψB
A, X ≡ ξAMA,

MAjBC ≡ ifABC, we can rewrite condition (58) for our
choice of auxiliary action [Eq. (34)] as

ΨX ¼ 0: ð59Þ

For nontrivial gauge transformations, the solutions to
Eq. (59) are related to the existence of zero-modes for
Ψ. Therefore, we conclude that a lack of infinitesimal
injectivity would be associated to configurations that
satisfy detΨ ¼ 0.
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B. Vortex-free sector

For the vortex-free sector, in the limit of large v, we
expect that Ψ ¼ vI þ ϵ, where ϵ is a small matrix. Defining
bðϵÞ ¼ det ðvI þ ϵÞ, we must show that bðϵÞ ≠ 0 for small
ϵ. By expanding it, we may write

bðϵÞ ≈ bð0Þ þ ∂g
∂ϵa ϵ

a: ð60Þ

Since bð0Þ ¼ det vI ¼ vN
2−1 is a finite (and large) value,

we may conclude that the only solution to Eq. (59) in this
regime is X ¼ 0. Hence, on the vortex-free sector, injec-
tivity is ensured.

C. Sectors with center-vortices

The argument of the vortex-free sector cannot be
extended to sectors labeled by vortices, as Ψ will neces-
sarily be far from the identity near their guiding-centers. We
may, however, consider a particular example for SUð2Þ.
The simplest case is the sector labeled by an antisymmetric
vortex with charge k ¼ 1. Then, as β ¼ ffiffiffi

2
p

, we have

S0 ¼ eiφ
ffiffi
2

p
T1 , where φ is the angle of cylindrical

coordinates. For SUð2Þ, the solution ψðAÞ, when A is a
minimum of the action as well, is known to be [54]

ψ1 ¼ h1ðρÞT1;

ψα1 ¼ hðρÞS0Tα1S
−1
0 ;

ψᾱ1 ¼ hðρÞS0T ᾱ1S
−1
0 : ð61Þ

In this case, there is only one root α1 ¼ 1ffiffi
2

p , satisfying

α1 · β ¼ 1, and the following relations hold

S0Tα1S
−1
0 ¼ cosðφÞTα1 − sinðφÞT ᾱ1 ;

S0T ᾱ1S
−1
0 ¼ cosðφÞTα1 þ sinðφÞT ᾱ1 : ð62Þ

This implies the following Ψ matrix:

0
BB@

h1ðρÞ 0 0

0 hðρÞ cosðφÞ −hðρÞ sinðφÞ
0 hðρÞ cosðφÞ hðρÞ sinðφÞ

1
CCA: ð63Þ

Now, the condition (59) implies

0
BB@

0 h1ðρÞξ3 h1ðρÞξ2
−ξ3hðρÞ cosðφÞ − ξ2hðρÞ sinðφÞ ξ1hðρÞ sinðφÞ ξ1hðρÞ cosðφÞ
−ξ3hðρÞ cosðφÞ þ ξ2hðρÞ sinðφÞ −ξ1hðρÞ sinðφÞ ξ1hðρÞ cosðφÞ

1
CCA ¼ 0: ð64Þ

For ρ ≠ 0, this gives ξ1 ¼ ξ2 ¼ ξ3 ¼ 0. The only problem-
atic region is the plane ρ ¼ 0, which is a region of null
measure in R4. The gauge transformations that would leave
Ψ invariant, thus leading to the lack of injectivity, should be
different from the identity only in this plane. Such trans-
formations are not continuous, so they can be disregarded.
The functional ψðAÞ is therefore infinitesimally injective in
the one-vortex sector for this particular example.

VII. A POLAR DECOMPOSITION WITHOUT
INFINITESIMAL COPIES

As discussed in Sec. IV, the injectivity of ψðAÞ does not
guarantee that the gauge-fixing is free from copies. We still
need to show that, for all sectors S0,

fS0ðψðAÞÞ ¼ fS0ðψðAUÞÞ ¼ 0 → U ¼ I: ð65Þ

We shall see that this condition is related to the absence of
zero modes of the operator introduced in the identity of
Eq. (31). For instance, to analyze Eq. (65) in the vortex-free
sector, we must show that if

ðqI ∧ TIÞjγ ¼ faIγqaI ¼ 0; ð66Þ

then there is no gauge transformation with nontrivial
parameters ξa, such that

faIγfanmqnI ξ
m ¼ 0: ð67Þ

Of course these are just necessary conditions that a
problematic tuple should satisfy, as qI should also mini-
mize the auxiliary action (34). These algebraic conditions
(66), (67) can also be written by using the generators in the
adjoint representation:

AdðTAÞjBC ≡MAjBC ¼ ifABC; ð68Þ

and of the matrix

QjIa ¼ qaI : ð69Þ

Then, Eqs. (66) and (67) become, respectively,

TrðMbQÞ ¼ 0; ð70Þ

TrðMγMbQÞξγ ¼ 0: ð71Þ

We may write these conditions as
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JABξB ¼ 0; JAB ≡ TrðMAMBQÞ;

and conclude that copies are associated with configurations
having det J ¼ 0. In fact, in Ref. [17], the operator J is
introduced in the Yang-Mills partition function by means of
the Fadeev-Popov procedure [see Eq. (31)]. It is therefore
expected that copies are related to zeros of this determinant.
Let us start by analyzing the above equations for SUð2Þ.

In this case, fABC ¼ ϵABCffiffi
2

p , and the matrices M and X thus

read

M1 ¼

0
BB@

0 0 0

0 0 iffiffi
2

p

0 − iffiffi
2

p 0

1
CCA; M2 ¼

0
BB@

0 0 − iffiffi
2

p

0 0 0

iffiffi
2

p 0 0

1
CCA;

M3 ¼

0
BB@

0 iffiffi
2

p 0

− iffiffi
2

p 0 0

0 0 0

1
CCA; ð72Þ

X ¼ ξAMA ¼

0
BB@

0 iffiffi
2

p ξ3 − iffiffi
2

p ξ2

− iffiffi
2

p ξ3 0 iffiffi
2

p ξ1
iffiffi
2

p ξ2 − iffiffi
2

p ξ1 0

1
CCA: ð73Þ

The pure modulus condition (70) implies that Q is a
symmetric matrix, and thus can be parametrized as

Q ¼

0
BB@

Q11 Q12 Q13

Q12 Q22 Q23

Q13 Q23 Q33

1
CCA: ð74Þ

The equation for copies (71) then reads

Jabξb ¼ 0;

J ¼

0
BB@

Q22 þQ33 −Q12 −Q13

−Q12 Q11 þQ33 −Q23

−Q13 −Q23 Q11 þQ22

1
CCA;

ξ ¼

0
B@

ξ1

ξ2

ξ3

1
CA: ð75Þ

In order for the system (75) to have a nontrivial solution,
the determinant of C should be 0 (this is a necessary
condition). This yields

detJ¼ ðQ22þQ33ÞðQ11þQ33ÞðQ11þQ22Þ
− 2Q12Q23Q13−Q2

12ðQ11þQ22Þ−Q2
23ðQ22þQ33Þ

−Q2
13ðQ11þQ33Þ ¼ 0: ð76Þ

A. Study of copies in the vortex-free sector

In the vortex-free sector, for the general group SUðNÞ,
the gauge-fixed functional qIðAÞ satisfies

qIðAÞ ∧ uI ¼ 0; ð77Þ

qIðAÞ → vTI; x → ∞: ð78Þ

If there is a copy, then there exists a gauge transformation
UðxÞ such that

qUI ðAÞ ∧ uI ¼ 0; ð79Þ

UðxÞ → I; x → ∞: ð80Þ

For infinitesimal transformations, Eq. (80) reads

faIγfanmqnI ξ
m ¼ 0: ð81Þ

In the vortex-free sector, the boundary condition of Eq. (78)
will imply (on the limit of large v) that the fields Q are close
to vI everywhere, i.e., qaI ¼ δaI þ ϵaI . Equation (81) thus
becomes

ξγ þ faIγfanmξnϵmI ¼ 0; ð82Þ

ξmðδmγ þ faIγfanmϵnI Þ ¼ 0: ð83Þ

This yields a system of N2 − 1 linear equations in the
variables ξa, with coefficients that will depend on ϵaI , i.e.,

MðϵÞξ ¼ 0; ð84Þ

where M is the matrix of coefficients. For this system to
have a nontrivial solution, a necessary condition is

kðϵÞ≡ detMðϵÞ ¼ 0: ð85Þ

Since kðϵÞ is polynomial on the infinitesimal parameters ϵaI ,
we may approximate:

kðϵÞ ≈ kð0Þ þ ∂kðϵÞ
∂ϵaI ϵaI : ð86Þ

AsMð0Þ is simply the ðN2 − 1Þ × ðN2 − 1Þ identity matrix,
we have kð0Þ ¼ 1, a finite value. Therefore,, in the large
v-limit, there are no Gribov copies for the dominant
configurations in the vortex-free sector.

B. Study of copies in a general sector

In a general sector labeled by a defect S0, the functional
ψ IðAÞ satisfies
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δSaux
δψ I

¼ 0: ð87Þ

For a general A in this sector, ψ will be of the form
ψ I ¼ US0qIS−10 U−1, with U regular. The gauge-fixed Aμ

will be associated to ζI ≡ S0qIS−10 , and should satisfy

ζIðAÞ ∧ ηI ¼ 0; ð88Þ

ηI ≡ vS0TIS−10 ; ð89Þ

ζIðAÞ → vS0TIS−10 ; x → ∞: ð90Þ

If there is a copy, then there exists a gauge transformation
UðxÞ such that

ζUI ðAÞ ∧ ηI ¼ ðUS0qIS−10 U−1Þ ∧ S0TIS−10 ¼ 0; ð91Þ

UðxÞ → I; x → ∞: ð92Þ

We may write condition (91) in terms of qI:

ðS−10 US0qIðS−10 US0Þ−1Þ ∧ uI ¼ 0: ð93Þ

In terms of the matrix Q defined in the previous section,
this is

RðS−10 US0ÞQ ¼ Q0; ð94Þ

with Q, Q0 being pure modulus matrices. By defining
Ũ≡ S−10 US0, we arrive at the conditions that problematic
matrices Q should satisfy:

RðŨÞQ ¼ Q0; ð95Þ

ŨðxÞ → I; x → ∞: ð96Þ

An important fact that follows from the definition of Ũ is
that if U is infinitesimal, so is Ũ. This is so because
S0 ∈ SUðNÞ, so that it preserves the norm of the vector ξ.
Specifically,

U ¼ I þ ξATA → Ũ ¼ I þ ðξ0ÞATA;

ξ0 ¼ RðS0Þξ: ð97Þ

The equation for infinitesimal copies is therefore the
same in all sectors. However, in a general sector there is no
reason to believe that qI will be close to vTI everywhere,
since some of its components must go to zero at the guiding
centers of the vortices. Gauge transformations with param-
eters that are nonzero only in these regions surrounding
the guiding-centers of the vortices could, in principle,
yield copies. However, as v grows, these regions become
increasingly small.

An example of configuration that could yield copies is
when Aμ ¼ aðρÞ∂μφβ · T, belonging to the sector labeled
by a vortex along the z axis. As discussed in (61), for
SUð2Þ, the solution for ψðAÞ is known. It is of the form

ψ I ¼ hIJS0TIS−10 : ð98Þ

This implies

qI ¼ hIJTJ: ð99Þ

The associated Q–matrix is symmetric, as required by the
gauge fixing. For this to admit infinitesimal copies, Eq. (76)
should be satisfied at some finite region. The necessary
condition for the existence of copies is [Eq. (76)]

2hðh1 þ hÞ2 ¼ 0: ð100Þ

Since the profiles h1ðρÞ and hðρÞ are positive for all ρ > 0
(see Ref. [54]), it is easy to see that this condition is only
satisfied at ρ ¼ 0, which is a region in R4 of null measure.
The transformations that lead to copies are not continuous,
as they should be nontrivial only in this plane. Then, they
should not be considered as associated to gauge trans-
formations. This configuration, therefore, does not admit
Gribov copies.

VIII. CONCLUSIONS

In this work, we studied the consistency of a recently
proposed procedure to fix the gauge on different sectors of
the gauge-field configuration space fAμg. Unlike the usual
procedure, based on a unique gauge-fixing condition and a
restriction to the first Gribov region (to avoid infinitesimal
copies), our proposal is based on the consideration of
different local conditions on the infinitely many sectors of
a partition of fAμg. These sectors are labeled by oriented and
nonoriented center vortices, and the Yang-Mills path-inte-
gral measure includes a sum over partial contributions. Our
procedure is suited to detect the microscopic features of
center vortices in the continuum, which in global gauge-
fixing conditions, like the Landau gauge, are effectively seen
signaling the breaking of the perturbative regime at the
Gribov horizon [40,55]. Each partial contribution can be
associated to a problem written in a form closer to the usual
one. Here, along the way, we clarified the relevance of the
regularity conditions to solve the auxiliary field equations
and provide a physical determination of center-vortex
sectors. In principle, this is different from considering a
thin or thick center-vortex background plus quantum fluc-
tuations. Instead, it is based on path integrating over gauge
and auxiliary fieldswith given singular phases and regularity
conditions. We provided explicit examples of thick center-
vortex configurations belonging to nontrivial sectors. We
also discussed the existence of non-Abelian degrees of
freedom, which are related to physically inequivalent labels

D. FIORENTINI et al. PHYS. REV. D 103, 114010 (2021)

114010-12



with the same guiding centers. Finally, we showed the
absence of Gribov copies for typical configurations of the
vortex-free sector and for the simplest example in the sector
labelled by a center vortex. This points to the idea that a
possibility to deal with the Singer’s obstruction to a global
gauge-fixing is to approach Yang-Mills theories as an
ensemble of center-vortex degrees.
In a future work, it would be interesting to establish the

absence of copies for more general configurations of the
oriented and nonoriented center-vortex sectors, and for
more general values of the gauge-fixing parameters.
This result, together with the all-orders perturbative renor-
malizability of these sectors, are important steps toward

the establishment of the Yang-Mills ensemble in the
continuum.
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