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In this work, we study the relativistic quantum kinetic equations in 2 4+ 1 dimensions from Wigner
function formalism by carrying out a systematic semiclassical expansion up to 7 order. The derived
equations allow us to explore interesting transport phenomena in 2 + 1 dimensions. Within this framework,
the parity-odd transport current induced by the external electromagnetic field is self-consistently derived.
We also examine the dynamical mass generation by implementing four-fermion interaction with mean-field
approximation. In this case, a new kind of transport current is found to be induced by the gradient of the
mean-field condensate. Finally, we also utilize this framework to study the dynamical mass generation in an
external magnetic field for the (2 + 1)-dimensional system under equilibrium.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The study of relativistic quantum kinetic theory has
attracted much interest recently, partly motivated by the
theoretical developments and experimental search for
anomalous chiral transport phenomena in relativistic nuclear
collisions [1-3]. Such a theory is both theoretically impor-
tant as a many-body theoretical description and practically
useful for describing relevant transport in a general out-of-
equilibrium system. Many interesting results were obtained
in 3 + 1 dimensions, such as the relativistic kinetic theory
for a scalar and fermions without an external field [4], the
anomalous chiral transport equation in heavy-ion collisions
[5-10], the quantum kinetic theory for massive fermions
under external fields [11-20], and the nonrelativistic kinetic
theory of a spin-polarized system [21-23].

The relativistic quantum kinetic theory in 2 + 1 dimen-
sions is of its own interest. First, it could be a good starting
point for developing a full quantum transport description
for the case of massive fermions. At the moment, it is still a
challenge to derive the kinetic equation with the spin
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evolution of the massive fermions under the external
Abelian gauge field in 3 4+ 1 dimensions. One technical
reason is that there are 16 independent components of the
Wigner function in 3 4+ 1 dimensions, which are coupled
with each other by the mass term and very complicated to
solve. In contrast, there are just 4 independent components
of the Wigner function in 2+ 1 dimensions, and their
equations are much simpler. This could allow a better
conceptual and technical understanding of the finite mass
effects in the quantum transport equations [24]. Second, the
quantum electrodynamics in 2 + 1 dimensions (QED3) has
attracted recent physical interest, e.g., in the studies of the
high-T'. superconducting systems [25,26] and the graphene
[27-30]. Other interesting phenomena in 2 4 1 dimensions
include e.g., the fermion condensation in the massless limit
induced by the magnetic fields (yy) « |eB| [31-34].

In this work, we will study the relativistic quantum
kinetic equations in 2 4+ 1 dimensions within the Wigner
function formalism. The starting point is a Dirac theory
with massive fermions coupled to external electromagnetic
fields and with dynamical four-fermion interactions, i.e.,
the Nambu—Jona-Lasinio (NJL) model in 2 + 1 dimensions
which allows one to consider the dynamical mass gen-
eration in the external electromagnetic field. To systemati-
cally derive the kinetic equation of the NJL model in 2 4 1
dimensions, we will adopt the strategy in our previous work
[9], starting from the Lagrangian of the NJL model in 2 + 1
dimensions and carrying out the semiclassical expansion by
keeping the equations up to # order. In doing so, we will
self-consistently derive the well-known parity-odd
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transport current, j* o €*°F,; [35-41]. Furthermore, we
will study the dynamical mass generation in this general
framework by deriving and consistently solving the gap
equation and the kinetic equations together. The results will
provide useful insights about the quantum effects beyond
the mean-field as well as the role of the external magnetic
field in dynamical mass generation. As we shall show later,
the massive fermions in 24 1 dimensions demonstrate
certain quantum features that would emerge in 3+ 1
dimensions only for massless chiral fermions. The case
here is similar to the study of Weyl fermions. For massless
fermions, one usually studies particles with parallel or
antiparallel spin and momentum in two-dimensional spin
space. It may be noted that in general, a physical fermion
state in 2 4 1 dimensions could be the superposition of two
inequivalent irreducible representations as mirror images of
each other. In the present work, we choose to focus one
sector composed of the particles with “spin up” and the
antiparticles with “spin down” (see Appendix A for further
definitions). Our study would help provide useful theo-
retical understanding for physical systems typically con-
taining both sectors, and it might also be possible that
certain future (2 + 1)-dimensional quantum materials
might realize an isolated sector.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we give
a simple review on Wigner function formalism and
derive the full quantum kinetic equations in this approach
without collision term. In Sec. III, we focus on deriving the
covariant transport equations in 2 4+ 1 dimensions and the
equal-time transport equations by carrying out the semi-
classical expansion method, as well as self-consistently
deriving the parity-odd transport currents. In Sec. IV, we
further obtain the covariant and equal-time quantum trans-
port equations with a collision term in relaxation time
approximation. In Sec. V, we investigate the dynamical
mass generation under the external field from the gap
equation that incorporates quantum effects. Finally, we
conclude in Sec. VI.

II. EQUATION OF MOTION FOR THE
WIGNER FUNCTION

To study the dynamical mass generation for fermions
in 2+ 1 dimensions, let us consider the NJL model in
2 4 1 dimensions, which can be written in the following
form [31,42-45]:

.. G _
L = plihy"Dy = mo)y + = (pw)*, (1)

where D” = (9” + i QA,, /h is the covariant derivative, and
the dimension of the charge Q is [m]'/2, which is different
from the case in 3 + 1 dimensions. Besides, there are some
other differences between the 2 + 1 and the 3 + 1 dimen-
sions, although the Lagrangian density takes the same

formula. Firstly, the Dirac matrices y in 2 + 1 dimensions

are different from those in 3 4+ 1 dimensions. There are two
nonequivalent irreducible representations of the Dirac
matrices in 2 + 1 dimensions, which are characterized
by £ Tr(y%'y?) = s, s = £1 [46]. In this work, we choose

the Jackiw representation [47],

p=it, P =gv—ie iy, (2)
Here, 7/ are the Pauli matrices and €% = ¢y, = 1,
¢ = diag(1,—1,—1). Particularly, {I,,,,7% 7',7*} form
a complete, linearly independent basis of 2 x 2 matrices,
and the chirality > = iy%y'y?> = —1 has a fixed value in the
Jackiw representation [24]. The other nonequivalent irre-
ducible representations are obtained by flipping the sign
of y#, # = —y#, and 7 = +1. Second, unlike in 3 + 1
dimensions, the spinor y in Eq. (1) just represents the
particle with spin up or the antiparticle with spin down in
the irreducible representations of Dirac matrices Eq. (2),
as discussed in Appendix A, while the spin-down particles
and spin-up antiparticles are represented by the other
irreducible representations characterized by #* [48].
Third, as discussed in Ref. [47], the Lagrangian density
in Eq. (1) is not invariant under parity transformation,
due to the mass term with the irreducible representations
Eq. (2). To see this, we take the parity transformation
corresponding to flipping the sign of one of the axes,
say X, and a spinor under such parity transformation
is Pay(t,x,y)P, = —iy'w(t,—x,y), then the mass term
will flip the sign under parity transformation, i.e.,
Py (1, x, y)P, = =y (1. —x. ).

In this work, we choose one of the irreducible repre-
sentations of Dirac matrices, which means we focus on the
subsystem composed of the particles with spin up and the
antiparticle with spin down. Consequently, the properties
of positive charge and negative charge are not necessarily
the same. For instance, the dynamical mass is different
for opposite charges. Besides, this system is similar to the
chiral system; the spin is locked in both of them. In the
chiral system, the spin is either parallel or antiparallel to the
momentum, while the spin is out of plane in this system.

Under the mean field approximation, the Lagrangian
density can be reduced as

. 1
Zur = w(ihy*D, — (mo + o))y — EUZ, (3)

with the effective mass ¢ = —G(py). In this work, the
flavor structure is not considered for simplification. From
the mean field effective Lagrangian density, one obtains the
Dirac equation:

gD, = (o + o))y =0,
wlihy* D} + (mg +0)] =0,

056025-2



QUANTUM KINETIC EQUATION AND DYNAMICAL MASS ...

PHYS. REV. D 103, 056025 (2021)

where the operator D, = 5” —iQA,/n, 5” is the space-
time derivative which acts only on the former function.

The covariant and gauge invariant Wigner function for
fermions in 2 + 1 dimensions is [11,24]

3 )
Wop(x. p) = / (;f[—ff)ge-wnpﬁ(u)zf(x,y>wa<x_>>,

Ulx.y) = e #0J7 @4 ()

where the notation x, = x & 3, and the function U(x, y) is
the gauge link ensuring the invariance under gauge trans-
formation. Combining the above Dirac equations and the
definition of a Wigner function, we can write down the
equation of motion for the Wigner function as [13,49]

(K =M)W(x,p) =0, (5)

where the operator K* = z# +%ihv”; herein these two
operators are respectively,

1 (1
ﬂ”—P”—Eth(EhA)F””af,
1

V”_aﬂ—Qj()(EhA)Fﬂba{j,

and the function j; (i =0, 1) is the spherical Bessel
function. The mass M operator can be decomposed as

1
M:Ml—iM2, M1:m0+COS (EhA>6,
. (1
M, = sin <§ sz) c. (6)

Here the triangle operator A = 0, - 0, in which the spatial
derivative 0, only acts on the effective mass o, but not on
the Wigner function W.

The Wigner function is a 2 x 2 matrix, and it can be
expanded in terms of four independent generators of
Clifford algebra,

1
Wik, p) =5 (F +7V,).

F = Tr[W], 7+ = Tr[y*W). (7)
It is obvious that the Wigner function in 2 + 1 dimensions
has less independent degrees of freedom compared to that
in 341 dimensions—the pseudoscalar, axial-vector,
and antisymmetric tensor are absent in 2 + 1 dimensions.
These four coefficients correspond to some physical
distributions—the mass density, current density, and
energy-momentum tensor density:

o= —G/d3p9(x,p),
j#(x) = / & p7H(x. p).
T (x) = / & pph 7 (x. p). (8)

According to Noether’s theorem, the conserved angular-
momentum flux density is
Jl;w — x;tT/h/ _ quiy + S/WV.
Herein, the first two terms represent the orbital part of
the angular momentum, which depend on the canonical
energy-momentum tensor density 7#*. While the last term

defines the canonical spin tensor density, which can be
written as [49-51]

3990 = () (7. 0 Y ()
- Z/ & pTe[{y*, o} W(x, p)]

h
et [ @pnp), o

where, the spin information is encoded in the scalar
component & (x, p). It is made more clear by the following
relation:

. )
S =2y 0" hw)

v noo
—fteo”<w'%w> —Eeo’f/d*gp("f”(x,p)‘

Substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (5), one can derive the
kinetic equations for the four independent components as
follows:

ﬂ'u%” —Mlg = 0,
1
SH T+ Mo F =0,

1
ﬂﬂ%_leﬂ—'—Ehe

wpe V'V =0,

1
Ehvﬂg + M7 ) — €46

7’ = 0. (10)
These equations form the complete equation set to describe
the evolution of the system. Although they are much
simpler than those in 3 + 1 dimensions, these equations
are still difficult to solve. Similar to our previous work [9],
for the rest of this paper, we will take the semiclassical
approximation and expand the equations in orders of 7 to
simplify the above equations.
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III. TRANSPORT EQUATION WITHOUT
COLLISION TERM

Our goal is to derive the quantum kinetic equation of the
fermions under external Abelian field from Eq. (10). As we
did in [9], we take the semiclassical expansion to the
operators and the components of the Wigner function as
follows:

1
at = pt — EthAFﬂ”ﬁf + O(n*),
Vi = O — QFMOL + O(h?), (11)

1/1, 2 )

1
M, :EhAa—i—(’)(fﬁ), (12)

F=F ' +nF' + O, V*=74+h?| +Oh?).
(13)

In the above equations, m = mg + o is the effective mass,
while 6 = -G [d®pF (x, p). Now we can solve Eq. (10)
order by order.

A. The zeroth order

To the zeroth order, Eq. (10), can be written as

P —mF O =0,

V”%,(P) + Ao (x)F O =0,
P, FO —m7Y =0,
ewwpp%fo) =0. (14)

From the first and third equations of the above set of
equations, one can get the on-shell condition for &,

(p*—m*)FO) =0. (15)
We can formally write @ as
FO = mfO (x, p)s(p* — m?). (16)
Then the vector %’(‘(» can be represented as
7ty = P fO(x. p)s(p* — m?). (17)

According to the definition of the current density Eq. (8),
we can get

ji= / PO p)a(pt - m?).  (18)

Then the physical meaning of function f(*)(x, p) now is
clear—it can be interpreted as the zeroth order distribution
function of the fermions in 2 4+ 1 dimensions.

It might be worth noting that the equation set (14)
contains four equations: we obtain the formal solution of
F () and %’(‘0) by using the first and third equations, then
the fourth equation is automatically satisfied. Meanwhile,
the second equation of (14) leads to the evolution equation
of ) (x, p), ie., the zeroth order covariant transport
equation:

8(p* =m?)(p-v +mo,d,)fO(x,p) =0, (19)

where the operator v¥ = 9* — QF* 9!, and herein we have
introduced a notation ¢, = 0,6(x). The corresponding gap
equation can be written as

m—my = —Gm/d3pf(0)(x,p)5(p2 -m?).  (20)

The above two equations (19) and (20) form a complete,
self-consistent kinetic transport equation at zeroth order.
They should be solved concurrently when solving the
transport equations numerically. Now the information of
zeroth order is clear. With this, we move on to construct the
kinetic equation up to the order of 7.

B. The first order
The A-order sector of Eq. (10) is

PU) —mFp) =0,
V”W,(,l) + Ao(x)F ) =0,

1
1 (e

P, F 0 —m7 V) 56?7 Ty = 0.

! 1 (0) .

Evﬂg(()) +§A6(x)?ﬂ — €upeP’ 7y = 0, (21)

where the operator v = O — QF*9l. According to the
first and third equation in Eq. (21), one can get

1
(P =m)F O 4 e p,9, 7 =0. (22)

Plugging in the solution of 7 (17), the second term of the
above equation is

1 0 3
56””"pﬂvp°72> =—0p - FfO(x, p)s(p* — m?).

Herein, F* = 1e*°F,, = (=B, —E* E') is the dual field
strength, and B = —1/2¢"F,;, F;; = —€;;B, E' = F. 1t is
interesting that the magnetic field B is a pseudoscalar rather

than a pseudovector.
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Now Eq. (22) can be further simplified as In addition, we have introduced a new function G(x, p).
From the third equation in Eq. (21), we can get the solution

~ U
(p? =m)FW = 0p - FfO(x, p)s(p? —m?). (23) °f 7%

1
7 =—p'G(x,p)8(p* —m?)
Utilizing the property of the delta function, x&'(x) = m

—5(x), the solution of F(!) can be formally written as _iQ pPp-FFO(x,p)8 (p*—m?) +L€Mpo'vpvt(70)_
m 2m
FW =G(x, p)s(p* —m*) — Qp - FfO(x. p)&' (p* — m?). (25)
(24) After some calculation, the last term can be reduced as

ﬁe"”"vpvff0> = ﬁe“""pg(vpf Ol (x, p))s(p? = m?) + %p"p CEfO(x, p)8 (p? = m?) = mQF* O (p* — m?)
— &7 p,0,f O (x, p)&' (p* — m?).
Here, the Schouten identity in 2 + 1 dimensions,
plgﬂﬂrf — pﬂgpml + pﬂgﬂiﬂ — poew =0, (26)

is employed.
Now, Eq. (25) can be further reduced as

1 1 ]
V) = — P'G(x, p)3(p? = m?) + -7 po(v,f O (x, p))8(p? = m*) = mQF' O (x, p)&(p* — m?)
- eﬂpgpo'apf(o) (x7 p>5/(p2 - mz)’ (27)

and the physical meaning of the function G(x, p) becomes clear. According to the definition of the current density,
the function G(x, p) can be regarded as a first-order correction to the distribution function, and it can be formally
decomposed as

G(x.p) =mfW(x,p). (28)

Then the solution of %) and V’(‘ ) can now be rewritten as

F) = mf e, p)o(p? ~ m?) — 0p - FOx. p)3 (12 — ),
| )

71y = PO p)S(p? = m?) + e p (v, O (x, p))5(p? = m?) = mQF fO (x, p)&' (p* — m?)
m

- eﬂpnpo’aﬂf(()) (x’ p)él(pz - mz)' (29)

Using the formal solution of “7’(‘1), we can get the first-order current density
7= /d‘%P%I(ll)
1
= [ @£ 1ol =) 45 [ a9, . p)(p = )
m
- mQF* / & pfO(x, p)§ (p* —m?) — "0, / & ppfO(x. p)§(p* —m?). (30)

A couple of interesting physical phenomena can be seen in this equation. First, let us focus on the third term, which is
originated from the external electromagnetic field. In this term, the vacuum contributes a conserved vector current [35-40],
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T

, .2 0
jy = hmQF* (2ﬂ)2/d3p9(—p0)5’(p2 —-m?) = hg—e"“ﬂFaﬁ. (31)

However, it is different form the normal electric current. Writing down different components explicitly, j « B, j} « E?,
j2 « E', we find the current is perpendicular to the electric field. Also, it explicitly violates parity symmetry since

F# = e"F ,; is an axial vector.

Second, the last term in Eq. (30) is a novel current, which is induced by the space-time gradient of the condensation,

]’; = _heﬂpﬂo-p / d3pp(rf(0) (X, p)él(pz - m2> = _heﬂpuapuvlm’

Im:/d3p(u.p)f(0)(x’p)5/(p2_m2):—ZQ/(Z”dzip d

where u, is the fluid velocity, and fp,;q is the distribution
function in the fluid comoving frame. Unlike Eq. (31), there
is no vacuum contribution here, but only the medium
contribution. However, it is similar to the current in Eq. (31)
in terms of its direction. Taking the rest frame of fluid, i.e.,
u* = (1,0,0), one can find j% 0, j! x 6,, and j2 x 0.
Such current is perpendicular to the gradient of condensa-
tion function o(x). It is clear that this gradient current
vanishes when the condensation is homogeneous or when
there is no net particle number. This new gradient current
may be the special case in 2 + 1 dimensions. It is a natural
and interesting question to ask whether and how these
nontrivial currents would also emerge in a fluid dynamic

F (x.p): (32)

e==+1 )22E‘<DO) dEE’())

I
description of the same (2 + 1)-dimensional massive fer-
mion systems. Fluid dynamics with anomalous currents is
known in the case of (3 + 1)-dimensional chiral fermion
systems [52] and has important phenomenological appli-
cations [53,54]. It will be tempting to construct a fluid
dynamics for (2 + 1)-dimensional massive fermions in a
future study.

Next, we move on to discuss the transport equation for
f m(x, p), which is determined by the second equation of
Eq. (21). Substituting the solution for W’(‘ 0 into the second
equation of Eq. (21), and applying appropriate simplifica-
tions, we find the equation of motion

1 3 1
8(p* —m?) [p -vfW(x,p) + 5-00,p- F)(@5fO(x.p)) - We"””aﬂpg(vpf(”) (x.p)) +mo-0,fV(x, p)

=3 = 07) |2 Flp- 905 p) + 0p - Fo- 0,0 .p)| =0 33)

C. Covariant transport equation up to 7 order

Now, let us combine the zeroth order and the first order transport equations, i.e., Eq. (19) and Eq. (33), as well as the gap
equation; we can get the complete covariant transport equation for fermions in 2 4 1 dimensions as follows:

5<p2—m2—hgp-F> {p-v—i—maba’;,—i-hzg
m m

- 1
00 P = 370,03, 1 (3.) =0

m—my =G [m [ s p)s(? =) =0 [ &ppFFO )6 (07 - m2>] , (34)

where the distribution function f(x, p) = f(x, p) + Af((x, p), and we have used the Taylor expansion to the delta
function in the transport equation with keeping to the first order. It is worth noting that the on-shell condition has been
modified by the quantum effect. The correction is originated from the coupling between the fermion’s magnetic moment
and the external electromagnetic field. According to the modified on-shell condition, we can get the shifted energy

o), 40P F
R
14

Po :eEp’ (35)
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Herein, 7" = (EV).ep), and EY) = \/p> +m? is the
classical energy; ¢ =+1 denotes the positive and
negative energy respectively, which also means that the
distribution now can be decomposed of two branches as
follows:

f(x.p) 207 Z 0(epo)f*(x.€p),
]‘J’(x,p):f*(x,p), f_(x,—p):f‘(x,—p)—l.

(36)

In these equations, we have included the vacuum contri-
bution, because it contributes to the physics we are
interested in, and f¢(x,ep) is the particle (¢ =1) or
antiparticle (¢ = —1) distribution function.

The quantum correction in energy is caused by the
interaction between the fermion’s magnetic moment and
the external field. This is more clear in the particle
comoving frame, in which p* = (p,,0,0), and the energy

Ug = % is the Bohr magneton. This is the Zeeman effect in
2 4 1 dimensions. It is interesting that the above shifted
energy can also be treated as modification of the effective
mass

E,=\/p*+ M2, M=m+om,
0)
ES
5m_h—Qp P ~hpp " B. (38)

where M is the effective mass of the fermions under the
external field, while ém is the mass correction which is at 7
order, and proportional to the magnetic field in the absence
of electric field E.

D. Equal-time transport equation

In practical calculations of solving the transport equation
numerically, we need the equal-time transport equation.
The equal-time transport equation can be obtained by
integration over p, to covariant transport equation in

becomes Eq. (34). After integration over p, and using the chain
rule for the space-time and momentum derivatives (because
E, = ( ) _ 1 €eQ B— Eﬁ, ) _ hugB. (37) the energy E, is no longer an independent variable), as well
2m as replacing p by ep, we get
|
€ 1 1 p' 1 y
—E (—+ 76 6:p; >80—|— { +h7€’/(aovi—ai)]8,-
2 p{ E, 2mE<0) ! E} 2m2E§70)
+€Q[Ej+e piB+hmb°Ba~+hlo-Fp~]6j}f€(x p)=0 (39)
E, 2 EE,O)Z j 22 E530>2 e ’ ’
where v = —8§,E§, =p'/ EY b ) is the zeroth order group velocity and E =E; + 8 £, is the effective electric field. The

effective energy is E, = E( )+ h‘Q L5 F

Taking the Taylor expansion to the 1/E, and 1/ Ef, terms with keeping up to 7 order, one can rewrite the above

equation as
{(1 + hetob ;)0 —|—L {(
J \/6
€Q
VG

+—= {Ej + Be;jv' — heQ(b - F)(E; + 2Be;jv') + h

0)
- . E .
1 —2heQb - F)v/ + h—"—¢'(64b; — mbo)] 9;
m

1 EY .
2E§,°)2 Boj + 7’7 (o F)bj] %}fe(x, p) =0. (40)

Herein, for the sake of simplification, we have introduced a new vector b* = p#/ (2mE§,O)2). The energy E,, and the factor

v/G now can be written as

E, = Ey) (1 + heQb - F),

Accordingly, the corresponding gap equation in Eq. (34) can also be reduced as the following by integration over py,

d’p
m—my=—G /4
6;1 (27)2E) :

{2m]~‘€(x, p) + herW
E

VG =1-heQb - F. (41)
(0)

Fod .. BE) +p-F- GOB
Wf(O) (x,p) — flte’—)f() (x,p)| —h——,
dE) EY 4x

(42)
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where f*(x,p) = f*(x,p) and f~(x.p) = f~(x.p) — 1. Equations (40) and (42) are the complete equal-time transport
equations in 2 + 1 dimensions.

IV. TRANSPORT EQUATION WITH COLLISION TERM

The quantum transport equation derived in the above section did not consider the collision term. To simply investigate the
effect of the collision term, we will use the well-known relaxation time approximation. As the first step, the relaxation time
approximation for the Wigner function can be written as follows [55,56]:

in W(x,p)—W,
(K=M)W(x,p) = =Z7-u——""""", (43)
where u* is the four fluid velocity of the hot medium, which can be determined by the Landau matching condition (such as
u-Jog=u-Joru, Teq = u, T"), and 7 is the relaxation time, which may depend on the space-time. There is a detailed
analysis about the relaxation time approximation for the Wigner function in [55].

Then the kinetic equations for the four independent components now can be written as

PV, - MF =0,

1 h V-
Ehv”%,l—l-Mzg::—Eu-f,
(4 1 o744 h P 7 _qu
ﬂﬂ.f _MI%';A +§hewmv % = —56‘”/,0-1/! f’
1 h F-F,
ST + M7y = €7 = =S, fq (44)

Similarly with the above section, using the semiclassical expansion method to solve this set of equations up to # order, we
find the formal solution of scalar and vector components as follows:

F = mf(x, p)3(p* —m?) = hQp - FfO(x, p)& (p* — m?),
7" = p'f(x, p)8(p* —m?*) + %e"””p”(vpf(‘” (x. p))8(p* = m?) — rmQF*fO) (x, p)& (p* — m?)

0
f(())_fgq)é
T

h
- heﬂﬂﬁpﬁgpfm) (X, p)5/(p2 - m2) + _eu/)o'uppa (p2 - mz)'

2m
These equations are the same with the solutions in Egs. (16) and (17) and Eq. (29), respectively, in zeroth order and 7 order,
except the last term of the vector component 7.
Furthermore, the covariant quantum transport equation can be derived as

Q 7 2 Q T\ A 1 -
6<p2—m2—h%p-F> p-V-I—mopap+h%(8yp-F)8p—h2—mzeW’ a,,pl,vp]f(x,p)
n . h o+ D) = feolx, -
=- p-u——eﬂpdaﬂu”p”—&-hM——eﬂpd—Tu/’p" S0 p) = feglt p)é pz—mz—hgp-F . (45)
2m? m 2m T T m

where @/ = (1/2)e""°0,u,, is the vorticity vector. We find that the collision term in relaxation time approximation does not
modify the on-shell condition. It is also obvious that this equation returns to the traditional relaxation time formalism of the
kinetic equation when ¢*, @, 07 — 0. In addition, the corresponding gap equation is irrelevant to the relaxation time
approximation by definition, hence it takes the same formula as that in the above section,

m—mo = ~G [m / & pf(x. p)5(p> — ) - hQ / @ pp - FFO(x, p)d (p? - m2>] . (46)
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Finally, the equal-time transport equation now can be written as

(0)
’ 1T o Y -
{(1 +fl€ljgibj)80+ﬁ |:'l)]—fIGQboelei+fl€Q(€lkEibk)'U]+2h€QBb]+?EJO)2(€ kUin)Uj+fl%€J(60bi—Gib0) 8j

(0)
o . - - . E -
+f/—% {Ef + B+ heQ(2byB + €M E b)) (E/ + Be'v;) + h%(a-F)b j] aj?} fé(x,p)

1 h o .pw ho Ot N\ f(xp)=feq(x,p)
B (”'“‘WW’"”’P o zm%T“”’) . “
Similarly, the corresponding gap equation remains the same:
&p { pF d - BEY +p-F . GOB
m—my=—G /4 2mf (x.p) + heQ* O¢(x. p) - heQiﬂ “(xp)| —h——.
;i:l (27)22EY) ) aEy) Ey” 4n
(48)

So far, we have developed the theoretical framework, as the combination of Egs. (47) and (48), to describe the evolution of
the distribution function f for fermions with dynamical mass m in 2 + 1 dimensions. The space-time evolution of such
systems with any initial condition can be studied by solving the equation of motions numerically.

V. THE GAP EQUATION IN EQUILIBRIUM STATE

An interesting question is how the dynamical mass m changes with temperature, chemical potential, and external field. In
this section, we consider a simple case in which the system is under a constant electromagnetic field, and close to the global
equilibrium state, as well as the condensation ¢ is constant for space-time, i.e., 6, = 9,6(x) = 0. Besides, we set the mass
mq = 0 for a clear physical picture. The transport equation (40) can be reduced to the following:

1 S eQ
— (1 -2heQb - F)vi; + —=
{00+\/6< €Q )v@,—i—\/é

As discussed in Appendix B, the equilibrium distribution function can be written as follows:

[E; + Be;jv' —heQ(b - F)(E; + ZBeijvi)}ﬁé,}fe(x, p) =0. (49)

1
eEp=en)/T |
1

Oe(x,p) =—5——. 50
S ) o ES —ew)/T +1 (50)

¢ €Q P F €
= SO ep) 4 O /O ().
P

fe(x,p) = T

Herein, f(¢(x, p) is the zeroth order equilibrium distribution function and f¢(x, p) is the complete equilibrium distribution
function which include the zeroth and first-order contribution. The notations 7" and y are the temperature and effective
chemical potential, respectively. It should be noticed that we have let u# = (1, 0) just for convenience, and the effective
chemical potential p(x) = py — QAg, wWhere i is the chemical potential of fermions, and A the electric potential. However,
this conflicts with the assumption of constant . Therefore, the electric field should be absent and the effective chemical
potential u(x) = po. Then, the gap equation (42) can be written as

. d . GOB
m= G [ 5 ) - heon 0| -n G2 (51

e==£1 P

Herein, the effective chemical potential u(x) = yg in the equilibrium distribution function. It means that there is no
magnetic field effect on the zeroth order distribution function, which can be understood due to the system as a whole is
under a static state because of the fluid velocity u# = (1, 0). It may be noted that taking the zero temperature of the above
result shows explicitly that the vacuum condensate is proportional to the magnetic field strength.
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Substituting Eq. (50) into the gap equation (51), one can
find the analytical expression as

m? 1 A m
_ - _T In(1 (—=m+en)/T
27t+m<G 27Z>+27T ezi]n( e )

+h@< : : )m

0B
27 \ elm=w)/T +1 - elm+u)/T +1 A

dr

0.
(52)

It is obvious that the quantum correction is contributed
to by the magnetic field. The gap equation returns to
the classical case when the magnetic field vanishes. The
bare coupling constant G can be fine-tuned, since the NJL.
model in 2 4+ 1 dimensions is renormalizable. We take the
normalization scheme as in Refs. [57-59],

M,
———=-"Y5en(G-G,), (53)
2r

where the critical coupling G, = 2z/A and M, > 0 are of
finite quantities respectively, and sgn(x) is a sign function
of x. For a vacuum state in absence of the magnetic field,
e, OB=0,T =0, and u = 0, one can get

m? 1 A m?>  mM,
mom(= Ay ~G,)=0. (54
" (G 27[) 2r 2=x sen(G - Ge) =0. (54)

There are two solutions of the above equation, one is
m = 0, while another is m = Mysgn(G — G,). It means
that the dynamical mass generation is only possible for
G > G, in which the dynamical mass m = M. The
quantity M, plays a role as the effective fermion mass
in vacuum. The solution m =0 is a trivial solution.
This can be seen by introducing the thermodynamic
potential Q. Path integral calculations [58,60] show that

0Q/0m =" —"Moson(G — G,), hence Eq. (54) is
equivalent to the extremization condition of the thermo-
dynamic potential. For the supercritical case (G > G,),
0*Q/0m?|,,_y < 0 is the maximum value of the effec-
tive potential Q, while 9*Q/dm?|,,_,, > 0 is the mini-
mum of it. So m = M, is the physical mass. Besides,
there is one, and only one trivial solution m, = 0 when
the coupling constant G equals to the critical coupling
constant G,.

In the presence of the magnetic field, OB # 0, the
situation is different and the dynamical mass generation
can occur for the arbitrary coupling constant G. In that case,
the gap equation (52) becomes

m-  mM,
2 27

1
= 77%1 - ’1mSgn(G - GL) + ESgn(Q)VI% = O’ (55)

B
sgn(G -G,) + hQ— =0
4r

where we defined the dimensionless variables 7, = m/M,,

and 7z = \/|0B|/M,. The corresponding solutions can be
written as

s = % <sgn(G -G,)+ \/ sgn(G - G.)* = 2sgn(Q)f7%> :
(56)

According to this equation, one can find that there is a
nonsymmetry case for the sign of the electric charge Q. As
mentioned before, this is due to the choice of irreducible
representation of the Dirac matrices, which is limited to the
spin-up particles and spin-down antiparticles. Again, the
physical solution of mass can be obtained by minimizing
the effective potential Q. The left-hand side of Eq. (55)
equals 0Q/0m. First, in the case of negative charge
(Q < 0), the physical solution of mass m scaled by the

vacuum mass Mo is 7, =% (1 + /1 +2n%) for the

supercritical case (G > G,.), 7, =% (=1 ++/1+2n3)
for subcritical case (G > G,), and 7,,, =" for critical
case (G = G_). It means that the symmetry breaking can
occur for arbitrary magnetic field strength for these three
different critical cases. Furthermore, the situation is differ-
ent for the case of positive charge (Q > 0); the physical

solution is 7,,, =3 (1++/1—2n3) for the supercritical

case (G>G,) and 7n,, =31(-1+/1—2n3) for the
subcritical case (G > G_). These show us that the sym-
metry breaking can occur for the case of the supercritical
and subcritical in the case of positive charge but they
are limited to a small magnetic field strength, such as
0<ng < \/% However, there is no solution for the case of
critical case (G = G,.).

Now we move on to the more general case of finite
temperature and chemical potential. With the scheme of
Eq. (53), the gap equation (52) becomes

m>  mM, m
- _ _T In(1 (—=m+en)/T
3 2. sgn(G - G,) + o €;1 n(l+e )
OB 1 1 0B
T (e(m—ﬂ)/T 1 em/T o 1) Thg =0
(57)

We can find that there are more rich phenomena of the
symmetry breaking in the case of finite temperature.
Similarly, the left-hand side of Eq. (57) equals to
0Q/0m, and physical solutions of this equation minimize
the effective potential €.

The corresponding numerical results are shown in
Figs. 1-3. First, Fig. 1 shows the dynamical mass m is a
function of the temperature, scaled by the vacuum mass
M, for three different magnetic fields. The black solid line
corresponds to the zero magnetic fields, which can be
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FIG. 2. The dynamical mass m as a function of the magnetic
field \/|QB|, scaled by the vacuum mass M.

regarded as the classical results without the quantum
correction. The dashed lines correspond to the results of

\/|OB|/My = 0.2 and 0.4, which includes the quantum
correction originated from the interaction between the
particle and magnetic field. While both of them correspond
to O < 0and G > G, the left panel is for neutral systems
1 = 0 and the right panel is for a finite chemical potential
u/My = 0.5. We can find that dynamical mass is enhanced
by the magnetic field and the finite chemical potential. We
note that while the Lagrangian with m; = 0 has parity
symmetry, the dynamical mass generation m > 0 would
break it spontaneously in the vacuum. Our results without
magnetic field show that at high enough temperature the
dynamical mass vanishes and the symmetry restores via a
second-order transition. Turning on a magnetic field, which
explicitly breaks parity, causes the transition to become a
CrOSSOVer.

T T T T T T
1.4 .
: |Q<0, piMy=0.5, G>G,
1.2k .
J1aB| M ]
—00 ]
-==02
— - 04 ]
: T~
Y0 D B S
00 02 04 06 08 1.0 12 14

T/Mo

The dynamical mass m as a function of the temperature T, scaled by the vacuum mass M.

A I I I IS I I
1.4 -
Q>0, u=0, G>G,
1.2F -

J1aB| Mo ]
—00 ]
---03
— 04 ]
(00| T R L S S ——
00 02 04 06 08 1.0 12 14
T/M,

FIG. 3. The dynamical mass m is a function of the temperature
T, scaled by the vacuum mass M, in the case of Q > 0.

As mentioned previously, the dynamical mass generation
is not identical for positive and negative charges, which
can be seen by comparing Fig. 3 and the right panel of
Fig. 1. There is no nontrivial solution for Eq. (57) when
the temperature 7 beyond a given temperature, denoted by
T*, and the temperature 7 is smaller for the stronger
magnetic field. We can see that the dashed lines suddenly
jump to zero beyond the temperature 7*; this is because the
left-hand side of Eq. (57) is a monotonically increasing
function beyond the temperature 7%, and the mass m = 0
is corresponding to the minimum value of the thermal
potential.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this work, we have derived the relativistic quantum
kinetic equation for massive fermions with NJL interactions

056025-11



HUANG, SHI, ZHU, HE, LIAO, and ZHUANG

PHYS. REV. D 103, 056025 (2021)

in 2 + 1 dimensions from the Wigner function formalism by
carrying out the semiclassical expansion up to 7 order. The
equations are obtained both without and with a collision
term. These results have allowed us to examine the quantum
effect from electromagnetic fields on single-particle proper-
ties and to self-consistently obtain parity-odd transport
currents induced by these external fields. By deriving the
gap equation together with the transport equations, we have
also investigated the dynamical mass generation phenome-
non in this nonequilibrium framework. In particular, we have
identified interesting quantum effects that are absent in the
usual classical mean-field result for the gap equation and that
are induced by the magnetic field and the collision term. We
have also found a new kind of quantum transport current that
is induced by the gradient of out-of-equilibrium condensate.
We’ve computed the mass gap in the special case of global
equilibrium and constant magnetic field and found the
nontrivial influence of the magnetic field on chiral con-
densate due to the quantum effects included in our results.

As we have shown, the massive fermions in 2+ 1
dimensions demonstrate interesting quantum features that
are drastically different from the usual (3 + 1)-dimensional
massive fermions. On the other hand, these features shown
in the order-Z transport equations also appear reminiscent
of some properties seen in systems of (3 + 1)-dimensional
massless chiral fermions. This may have its origin in the
correlation of fermion spin degrees of freedom with
other degrees of freedom of the particles: in the (2 + 1)-
dimensional massive case with particle/antiparticle due to
dimensionality, while in the (3 4 1)-dimensional massless
case with momentum due to chirality. Such an interesting
connection motivates further studies that we plan to carry
out and report elsewhere in the future. We end this paper by
noting again that a physical fermion state in 2 + 1 dimen-
sions could generally be the superposition of two inequi-
valent irreducible representations as mirror images of each
other. In the present work, we choose to focus on one
representation and understand the consequences of this
specific mode alone. Studying physical systems with both
sectors is certainly an interesting question which will be
investigated as our next step. It would also be tempting to
explore the possibility that future developments may find
certain (2 + 1)-dimensional quantum materials realizing an
isolated sector.
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APPENDIX A: THE DEFINITION OF SPIN IN
2 +1 DIMENSIONS

In the (2 + 1)-dimensional systems, the spin operator is
defined as ¢,/2, and there are two ways to show that such
an operator has the physical meaning of spin. On one hand,
0,/2 is the operator associated with the rotational gener-
ator. Under a Lorentz transformation, the spinor transforms
as [50]

y'(x) = S@y(x).  S(w) = e,

(A1)
where J# = ﬁ [y#,7"] is the generators of the Lorentz group
[i.e., SO(1,2)]. Noting that J# = —J*, there are three
independent generators:

i62

ioc
lejloz—’ 1
2

N2:]20:—

, M=y2=2
2 2

(A2)

While N! and N? are related to the boost transformation,
M =06_/2 is related to rotation.

On the other hand, o./2 is related to the magnetic
moment of the spinor, which can be seen from its coupling
with the electromagnetic fields. Multiplying the Dirac
equation under external fields by the operator (i) + m),
leads to the Klein-Gordon equation controlling the particle
energy,

(i + )P - my
(iD)? — %J”VFW —m? |y

= [(iD)* = Q(ic'E*> = ic’E' — Bo,) —m?|y =0, (A3)
where ¢# = [y#,7*]. So we can also define the spin
operator as M = ¢'?/2 = ¢,/2 by the second term in
the first identity and the magnetic field term in the second
identity.

Then, we move on to clarify the meaning of the state-
ment “the particle with spin up or the antiparticle with spin
down.” Let us start from the free Dirac equation
and work in one of the irreducible representations,
named A, in which ¥} = 0., ¥}, = ic’. In the momentum
space, the positive and negative solutions to the Dirac
equations are
(AS)

(¥ —m)u(p) =0, (¥ +m)v(p) = 0.
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In the particle rest frame, one can find the solutions
respectively to be

ano=(1) wm— (%)

It is straightforward to see that they are eigenstates of the
spin operator,

1 1
Mu(m,0) = —l—iu(m,()), Muv(m,0) = —zv(m,()).

(A7)

Noting the :I:% eigenvalues for positive/negative solutions,
respectively, one can see that the irreducible representation
A represents “the particle with spin up or the antiparticle
with spin down”. Similarly, one can perform the same
analysis to another irreducible representation, B, and obtain
the states with opposite eigenvalues of the spin operator.

APPENDIX B: THE EQUILIBRIUM
DISTRIBUTION FUNCTION

In this Appendix, we discuss the form of the equilibrium
distribution function. The equilibrium distribution function
was obtained in [4,24] as

(X, p) :i_;
q (271.)2 epﬂ ea 4]
p-B=0p"o+p'B P =up,
a=pp  P=T, (B1)

where T, yu, and u* are the temperature, chemical potential,
and velocity of fluid, respectively. The energy p° = EE,O) =

Vp?+m? at the classical level and p°=E =
E;O)(l + heQb - F) at the quantum level; see Eq. (41). It
is important to point out that the equilibrium distribution
function must be a solution of the transport equation
Eq. (49). Let us see what the conditions are for the solution.
It can be determined by the zeroth order of this transport
equation, i.e.,

{00 + v)0; + €Q(E; + Be;jvp) 0y} f€(x.p) = 0. (B2)
Insertion of the above equilibrium distribution function into
this equation yields

€0

1 .
{ao +—— (1 —2heQb - F)vid; + N

VG

pﬂpyaﬂﬂv - €pﬂ(8ﬂa + QF”D:HI/) =0. (B3)
Herein, p = 1/T, B, = u,p, and a = pf. From this we can
get the following conditions:

oup, + 90,8, =0,
Ma+ QF*p, = 0. (B4)
The first equation is Killing’s equation. In this work, we
consider the case without rotation, 9,4, — 9,8, = 0, hence
the velocity and the temperature are all independent of x.
Then the second equation of the above becomes

&y + QF*u, = 0. (BS)

Taking the derivative with respect to space-time, we can get

Hu+ QOFF*u, =0,
"M+ Q0'Fu, = 0.

Combining these two equations yields
u(OFF* — 9"Fre) = 0.
Using the Bianchi identity leads to

DF" =0, (B6)
where the derivative operator D = u - 0. The above equa-
tion leads to DA* = "¢, ¢ is an arbitrary function, and we
choose a gauge-fixing that ¢» = 0. Equation (B6) means
that the condition of equilibrium is the electromagnetic
field F* is constant in time in the rest frame of the fluid as
determined by velocity #*. As a consequence, (B5) can be
simplified as
M+ QA-u)=0. (B7)

The solution is p(x) = pg — QA - u, where y is a constant.
1o can be interpreted as the Gibbs function per particle, or
the chemical potential, while u(x) is the effective chemical
potential containing electric potential [4].

According to the above conditions (B3), (B4), and (B6),
we can now prove that the distribution function (B1) also
satisfies the transport equation (49):

[Ej + Be,-jvi — heQ(b - F)(Ej + ZBel-jv")]af,}fe(x,p)

= (1=21eQ(b - F))[p"p*0,p, — ep,("a + QF“,)|f&(x.p) = 0.
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In this calculation, we have used the relations DF¥ = 1/2¢"°DF,, =0 and f%&(x,p) = dfs(x,p)/d(p-p). In
semiclassical expansion, the distribution (B1) can also be expanded as the following form:

i 1
S (x’ p) = oEyew)]T 1 =
1
SO (x.p) =

e(E(pO)—eﬂ)/T 41 )

fO¢(x,p) +h

GQPF 0)e
2 gy 05/ (P,

(B8)

Noting that the velocity field is a global constant, we take the local rest frame of the whole system, u* = (1,0), and
correspondingly the effective chemical potential u(x) = g — QAy, and it will be cast into p(x) = pg, when the electric field

is absent.
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