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that resonance production could swamp the 7’s and
K’s with pions. While particle-production ratios
thus lose some of their appeal for measuring the
average quark-charge leakage §, we have suggest-
ed more general properties of the Pomeron that
may be related to such leakage.

One helpful experiment would be to measure the
production of resonances directly (for example,
via their leptonic decays.) While one could not

check whether these resonances were produced
“directly” or as decay products of some other
resonances, one would at least expect the produc-
tion of (say) ¢ and p to be much more comparable
to one another than that of (say) #’ and 7 if the
ideas presented here are valid.

One of us (J. R.) is indebted to Dr. M. Einhorn
for an enlightening conversation.
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Hard branch-point trajectories require shielding cuts in order to be compatible with elastic unitarity.
For coupled channels like 77 and N N, shielding of the two-pion threshold is required for all
amplitudes if the hard branch point factorizes. Explicit examples are given, for the shielding of the

lowest as well as the higher thresholds.

1. INTRODUCTION

In previous papers,® one of us has shown how a
Regge trajectory j =a(t) can be made compatible
with two-particle {-channel unitarity in case it is
not a simple pole surface with the appropriate
branch point at the threshold ¢ =¢,. Shielding cuts
were introduced, which make the limit j— a(¢) and
the continuation of the partial-wave amplitude
F(t,j) around the branch point ¢ =¢ , noninter-
changeable. These shielding cuts may well be im-
portant phenomenologically at medium high ener-

gies. In Ref. 1 the discussion was restricted to
elastic amplitudes like 77— 77, but it is of interest
to extend the shielding mechanism to sets of cou-
pled amplitudes.

It is the purpose of this paper to discuss the
shielding problem in cases with two or more cou-
pled channels. In order to restrict our consider-
ations to the essential points, we assume that the
same singular surface j=a(t) is present in all of
the coupled amplitudes, and that it has a f-inde-
pendent character. We are mainly interested in
the lowest threshold (e.g., t,=4m ,?) of a set of
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coupled amplitudes like, for example, 77— 77, 77
—~ NN, and NN~ NN. We find that it is always nec-
essary to have a shielding cut for this threshold in
the amplitude 77~ NN, but the requirements for
NN~ NN depend upon the factorization property of
the coupled amplitudes in the limit j- a(t). We
show that for complete factorization an appropriate
shielding cut must be present in all amplitudes,
and we give an explicit model which satisfies the
coupled unitarity equations. We also consider
briefly the shielding of higher two-particle thresh-
olds.

From our considerations it is apparent that the
factorization of a hard singular surface j=a(t) in
the complex angular momentum plane should be
discussed in connection with the threshold proper-
ties of the function a(¢) and with the shielding re-
quirements.

II. SINGLE CHANNEL

It is quite possible that the Pomeron is not an
ordinary Regge-pole trajectory a(f) which inter-
polates physical particle states and/or resonances
for positive values of {. Ordinary Regge-pole sur-
faces generally become complex above the lowest
threshold in the ¢ channel at ¢t =¢,. This property
of a trajectory a(t) is related to the fact that sin-
gle-particle “states” with ¢ > ¢, are unstable. They
are resonances described by complex poles in the
secondary Riemann sheets of the partial-wave am-
plitude F(¢, 7).

The existence of appropriate branch points in
the pole trajectory «(t) makes it possible for the
amplitude F(t,j) to be compatible with the unitarity
condition in the { channel. In particular, the two-
particle unitarity relation

F"—l(t)j)‘F-l(t)j)=2ip(t), (1)
with

p0=( k)", @

(t=toy F7(t, ) ={li=a, Ol j=a,®)]}?

1
m

X (w,j) -={lj=a,®llj=a,®l}
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is satisfied if a(¢) has a branch point correspond-
ing to®3

a(t)=alt,) +const X (£ o = £)* T 1/2 4 ... 3)

at t=t,. The power «a(t,) is due to the fact that
F(t,j)c(t=¢,) for t—t,.

If the Pomeron is not directly associated with
resonances in the ¢ channel, it is possible that it
does not implement f/-channel unitarity in the same
way as an ordinary Regge pole. In fact, if it is not
a simple pole trajectory but, for example, a hard
branch-point surface, then compliance with the
unitarity condition becomes a more complicated
problem. Usually, it is then no more possible to
satisfy unitarity and analyticity requirements by
simply introducing a branch point into the function
a(t), as was the case for a pole trajectory. Super-
ficially, whenever a!(¢)# a(¢t) for ¢t 2t,, there ap-
pears to be no violation of the continuity theorem
of functions of two or more complex variables® if
we continue the amplitude F(¢, j) into the second
sheet around ¢ =t,. However, a closer examination
of the unitarity conditions (1) and the analyticity
requirements of F(¢,j) shows that there are diffi-
culties and that a branch point of a(¢) is not enough.
We will discuss these problems elsewhere.* Here
we concentrate on the shielding-cut method, which
may well be more natural for the Pomeron.

In this paper we restrict ourselves to trajecto-
ries with a!l(¢) =a(t), although we may, of course,
have a mixed situation, where there are hard
branch-point trajectories with branch points at ¢
=t, and in addition shielding cuts in order to pre-
vent a contradiction with unitarity. Care must be
taken in these examples to maintain the correct
analytic properties of the amplitude, which should
not inherit the branch point of the trajectories at
t=t,.

In previous papers,’ we have considered several
examples of shielding cuts.® A rather general
ansatz for the amplitide F(¢, j) satisfying the uni-
tarity condition (1) is given by

a, ()
xf dxp(t, \) [

where a,(t) and a,(t) are two crossing trajectories
like @, , =a, +(af)"?, and

o, =5, £a,),
a,(t)=a,(t)+clt=1,),

with ¢ being a positive constant. The trajectories

A=a, () =ie){lj=x=a_Oj=r+a_(H)]}FY

MUV, > ) (4)

—
@, ,(t) have no branch point at t=¢t,: ajl,=a, ,.
Although we have written Eq. (4) with a pair of
crossing trajectories, it is applicable to all other
types of singular surfaces for which F(¢,j—~ a())
-, The functions p and xy are regular as re-
quired and satisfy the conditions
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p(t, a. () =p(t),
x(t,jsa, @) =(t=t,).

Explicit examples have been given in Ref. 1, where
also the mathematical features of representations
like Eq. (4) are discussed.

6)

III. COUPLED CHANNELS

Let us consider the amplitudes for nm, 7N, and
NN elastic scattering in the s channel. We can
ignore spin and charge variables, and we are in-
terested in the high-energy limits of these ampli-
tudes as described by the leading singularities in
the complex angular momentum plane of the
crossed channel. There are three coupled ampli-
tudes which are relevant,

F(nT—n7)=F(t,}),
G(17—~ NN)=G(t, j), (6)
N(NN—- NN)=N(t, 7).

We assume that the Pomeron trajectory j=a(t) is
a singular surface which is present in every one
of these continued partial-wave amplitudes, and
we are interested in the shielding of the lowest
two-particle threshold at ¢ =¢,=4m ,%. Let us de-
note by the superscript II the continuations of F,
G, and N through the two-pion cut in the interval
t,<t<t;, wheret,=(4m,) is the next higher
threshold. Written in an analytic form, the exact
unitarity relations in this interval are then given
by

F~F"=2ipFF",

G-G" =2ipGF", (7

N-N"=2ipGG",

with p as defined in Eq. (2). Solving for the ampli-
tudes in sheet II, we obtain®

uz_F__
1 +2ipF’

n___ G
= Tr2i0F° (8)

2ipG?

U_ o
N 1+2ipF’

where we note that FG"=GF" as required in (7).
As we have reviewed in Sec. II, a hard singular
surface j=a(t), with a!(¢)=a(t), of the amplitude
F(¢, j) necessarily requires shielding in order to
be compatible with the first relation in Egs. (7).
For simplicity, we make the natural assumption
in this section that the character of the surface
j=a(t) is the same for the three amplitudes. The
question then is to what extent the coupled unitarity
equations (7) require shielding cuts to be present

also in G and N.
According to the assumptions made, the limit

tim Zob- g0, ) ©)

is finite. But then it follows from Eq. (7) that
G" N, alt)) = 2ipg (L, a (b)), (10)

while G({, j~ a(t))~ «. Hence, as in F(¢,j), we
would have a sudden change in the singular char-
acter of the surface a(t) as we continue G into the
second sheet. Since this behavior is not compati-
ble with the continuity theorem, a shielding cut is
certainly also required for G(t,j). Actually, this
result is independent of the character of the singu-
larity in G. Since G/G" =1 +2ipF, the functions G
and G" behave differently for j— () if F~« in
this limit.

Next we consider N(t,j), the partial-wave ampli-
tude for NN—~ NN. By assumption, the limit

N,
jllil:ﬂ Ft ) =n(t, a(t)) (11)

is again finite. With Egs. (9) and (11), we find
then from the unitarity relation

Nll

E N 9 11
G e 2ipG
that
At 2 e Ny (12)

gt,at) L. G

In general, the ratio N'/G may approach a finite
limit for j—- a(t). Then N'(t,j) could have the same
singularity as N(¢, j), with
Nll g2

lim ~— =1-£- (13)

i-a N n’
and there would be no difficulty with the continuity
theorem. But we see that the finiteness of the ratio
N"/N is directly related to the question of the fac-
torization of the singular term proportional to
(j=a)"® in the limit j~ a(¢). Exact factorization
at the branch point or pole requires

g%, at)) =nlt, (), (14)

and implies N"/N—~0 for j~ . In this case, we
have a sudden change in the character of the sin-
gular surface j=a(f) as we continue N(¢,j), and
hence a specific shielding cut is then called for.
Of course, since we know already that G(¢, j) must
have a shielding cut, it is expected from the uni-
tarity relation (7) for N that the discontinuity of N
along the two-pion cut has an additional branch
point a, (¢), with a,(f,)=a(t,), regardless of fac-
torization.
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As an example of a set of amplitudes F, G, and
N which satisfy the unitarity equations (7), we may
make the ansatz

G, j) =g, ))F(t, j),
N(t,j) =nlt, )IF(L, j),

where F(t,j) is given by an expression like Eq. (4)
with a hard singular surface j=a(t) and a corre-
sponding shielding cut. The functions g and n are
assumed to have no singularities in the neighbor-
hood of the points j =a(t). Since the ratio G/F has
no unitarity branch point at ¢t =¢ ,, the same must
be true for g(¢,j); hence g!' =g. For the function
n(t,j), the unitarity relation (7) implies

(15)

n”(t:])_n(ta.]):zlp(t)F(t,])["(t;])—gz(t:])], (16)

and we see that choosing »=n!"" requires complete
factorization: n(t,j)=g2(¢, j) in our example. Note
that the functions » and g must contain the kine-
matic threshold factors appropriate for G and N.

The model described above is, of course, not
meant for the complete amplitudes, but it may be
used as an ansatz for F, G, and N in the neighbor-
hood of j =a(t), and hence for the description of
the high-energy limits of meson-meson, meson-
nucleon, and nucleon-nucleon scattering ampli-
tudes. Phenomenological calculations using these
expressions will be reported elsewhere by one of
us (S.P.).°

IV. HIGHER THRESHOLDS

In the previous section we have considered only
the lowest branch point at ¢ =¢, using the exact
unitarity condition in the interval ¢, <t<¢;, where
t; is the next higher threshold. The shielding
mechanism we have described can, however, be
generalized to higher thresholds. As an example,
we consider here briefly the 77 and KK thresholds.
We ignore, a priori, all other branch points in an
interval ¢, <t<t;, where t; >, t ., =4m 2 t,
=4m,? at least in that part of the amplitude which

-

-0

F ) =L a1 (6 0) = 5= atl

- %[j—a(t)]“fzwdxp,{(t, x).[

Here v and u are positive constants. The functions
k(t,7) and n(t, j) contain the appropriate kinematical
threshold factors, but they are regular for j=a(t).
We have two shielding cuts with branch-point sur-
faces a.,(¢) and a (). They must satisfy the con-
ditions

acﬂ(tn)=a(t1r)) acl{(tx):a(tk), (23)

-3
o dxpw(t) l) {

is singular for j—- a(t), where a(¢) is a hard branch
point or pole.

We write the coupled amplitudes in the matrix
form

F  Gpx Gy
T=| Gox K Ggy | 17)
GWN GKN N

where F(¢,j), K(t,j), and N(¢,j) are the amplitudes
for m7— 77, KK -~ KK, and NN- NN, respectively,
and G,x, Gy, Ggy correspond to n7—~KK, 77

- NN, KK - NN. In view of our assumptions, we
write the restricted unitarity condition in the in-
terval {, <t <t; in the form’

2—_T_'”=2i2£2'”, (18)
where
pr 0 O
p=1 0 px O |, (19)
0 00
with
pr.x = (25 )”, (20)

The general unitarity condition in this interval
contains additional multipion thresholds, but we
define by the superscript III the continuation into a
secondary Riemann sheet with respect to the 77
and KK branch points only.

A simple solution of Eq. (18) with a singular sur-
face j=a(t) is obtained by assuming complete fac-
torization. We write it in the form

1 Ve Vn
7=\ vk k Vnk |F. (21)
Vn Vnk  n

In the neighborhood of the hard branch point j = a(?),
the amplitude F is given by

Xzt 3 M)
A=—alt)=iel(j=2)°E"Y

XK(I’ J; k) } (22)

A=alt)=iel(G=2)BrH

r
and may be chosen to have the form
acw(t)=a(t)+cﬂ(t—l,,),

Cox(t) = alt) +cxlt =1 ). (24)

The functions p, (¢, 2) and pg(¢, ) reduce to p,(t)
and pg(¢) for X~ a(f), respectively, and we require
here
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Xr, k(G5 A =a(t))=1. (25)

For example, py and xx may be of the form

B acx(t)=A vz

Pxlt, M) = [ ac,,(t)x+c,{tx =2A ] ?

(26)
oy [a®)=27
Xx(tyj3 A) = [ ;m] ,
with
- i
i) (F55EY @7)

In more general models, the functions x, as well
as k and n, may also contain multipion and other
thresholds.

The ansatz (21) can be generalized to more com-
plicated many-channel situations, but here we do
not intend to go into further details. Since the
shielding branch points have intercepts

acﬂ,K(O)za(o)'cw,Ktn,x, (28)

it is plausible that it is the two-pion threshold
which may be most relevant for diffraction scat-
tering.

V. REMARKS

We have seen that for singular surfaces of cou-
pled amplitudes (like F, G, and N in Sec. II) which
satisfy a'"(¢) =a(¢), the unitarity condition does not
imply factorization, even if a(t) is a pole trajecto-
ry. For ordinary Regge poles with o (¢) #a(f) and
no shielding cuts, we know that factorization is
implied by the equations (8).3® The surface a'l(t)
is then a zero of 1 +2ip(¢)F(t, j), or corresponding-
ly, a(t) is a zero of 1 =2ip(¢t)F"(¢,j). Even if the
surface a(t) does not have the appropriate branch
point at the threshold ¢t =¢,, as we have assumed in
this paper, we still have 1 -2i{pF!1- 0 for j— a(¢).
But this does not imply factorization unless N!'/N
- 0 for j— a(t). On the other hand, if N"/N-0, it
becomes necessary to introduce an appropriate
shielding cut also for N, and hence all the coupled
amplitudes are required to have one. We then ob-
tain a certain universality of the Pomeron together
with its associated shielding surface.

The examples we have considered in this paper
can be generalized in many ways. We have re-
stricted our considerations to more simple situa-
tions in order to exhibit the principles rather than
list all possibilities.
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