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Finally, including a cubic term in IMME,

I=a+bTz+CTz +dTz p (2)

the combined results of Refs. 1, 2, 6, 7, and the
present measurement yield a value for the coeffi-

cient of the cubic term, d, of -0.2+4 keV. Thus,
for this precisely measured quartet of T =-,' states,
the coefficient of the cubic term is consistent with

zero, well within the error limits of the measure-
ments.

*Work performed under the auspices of the U. S. Atom-
ic Energy Commission.
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A mistake in computing the result of an earlier determination of the half-life of Be is
pointed out. The corrected value is (1.7+ 0.4)x 106 yr.

Yiou and Raisbeck' have published a redetermin-
ation of the half-life of "Be, which differs from
the previous measurements of Hughes, Eggler,
and Huddleston' and McMillan. ' This discrepancy
motivated me to check my orginal work sheets,
and I discovered no mistakes except in the last
step of the calculations, the conversion of the de-
cay constant to the half-life, where I neglected to
include the factor ln2. Since both the decay con-
stant and the half-life are given in the published
paper, any reader can see where the mistake was
made. I would therefore like to revise my 1947

result from (2.5 + 0.5) x 10' yr to (1.7 a 0.4) x 10' yr.
The result of Yiou and Raisbeck for the half-life

is (1.5+0.3) x 10' yr, in agreement with my re-
vised value. The Hughes, Eggler, and Huddleston
result of 2.9 x 10' yr (no error given) has been re-
vised to 1.6~ 10 yr by Emery, Reynolds, and
Wyatt, ' using the ratios of new and old values for
the relevant cross sections. These authors also
give a new experimental determination, (1.6j:0.2)
&& 10' yr. Thus there now seems to be general
agreement that the half-life of "Be is close to
1.6X 10' yr.

*Work performed under the auspices of the U. S. Atom-
ic Energy Commission.

F. Yiou and G. M. Raisbeck, Phys. Rev. Letters 29,
372 (1972).

2D. J. Hughes, C. Eggler, and C. M. Huddleston, Phys.

Rev. 71, 269 {1947).
3E. M. McMillan, Phys. Rev. 72, 591 (1947).
4J. F. Emery, S. A. Reynolds, and E. I. Wyatt, Nucl.

Sci. Eng. 48, 319 (1972).


