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Surface properties of Cs isotopes
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The neutron-skin property of Cs isotopes is studied by the deformed relativistic mean-field
and spherical nonrelativistic Hartree-Pock theories. We predict a sizable neutron-skin ratio for the
isotopes not only near the neutron-drip line, but also far inside, where experimental studies could
be done with the present-day experimental facilities. We also show that the surface diffuseness of
the neutron distribution increases with the neutron number.

PACS number(s): 21.10.Gv, 21.10.Dr, 21.60.Jz, 27.60.+j

In the past several years the radioactive beams in var-
ious laboratories in the world have provided much in-
triguing experimental information on the structure and
reactions of nuclei near the proton and neutron drip lines
[1,2], and the results are attracting much theoretical at-
tention. The existence of neutron halos in some of the
nuclei on the neutron drip line is by now well established.
Extensive experimental as well as theoretical studies are
now going on to clarify the effects of the neutron halo
on the fusion cross section in heavy-ion collisions when
one of the halo nuclei is used as the projectile [3—9]. The
existence of the proton halo is more subtle. For exam-
ple, there are different interpretations [10,11] of the large
quadrupole moment of B, which is claimed to have a
proton halo [12]. The discovery of new isotopes near the
proton drip line by the MSU group [13]opens a new path
of nucleosynthesis by rapid proton (rp) capture [14]. Sim-
ilarly, the discovery of new neutron-rich nuclei near the
neutron drip line is important to understand the rapid
neutron (rn) capture process in accreting stellar systems
[15].

In this paper, we discuss the change of nuclear struc-
ture along the isotope chain of Cs. We choose Cs iso-
topes, because unstable isotope beams of alkali elements
are relatively easy to be produced by an experimental
facility of the ISOLDE type. We discuss the rms radii of
the proton and the neutron distributions, nuclear shape,
the two-neutron separation energy, and the density pro-
file. We discuss in some detail the skin properties of
unstable isotopes, and the change of surface diffuseness
along the isotope chain. These properties are of interest
not only in themselves, but also in connection with reac-
tions induced by unstable nuclei, because the fusion and
the multinucleon transfer reactions induced by unstable
nuclei, for example, will be strongly in8uenced by their
surface properties [5].

We study the structure of Cs isotopes based on the de-
formed nonlinear relativistic mean-field (RMF) model.
We also compare the results with those of spherical
nonrelativistic Skyrme-Hartree-Fock (SHF) calculations.
The relativistic mean-field model has the advantage that,

with the proper relativistic kinematics and with the
mesons and their properties already known or fixed &om
the properties of a small number of nuclei [16], the
method gives excellent results for the binding energies,
root mean square (rms) radii, quadrupole and hexade-
cupole deformations, and other nuclear properties, not
only of spherical nuclei, but also of deformed nuclei
[16—22]. The same parameter set also well describes the
properties of nuclear matter. One of the major attractive
features of the RMF approach is that the spin-orbit in-
teraction and the associated nuclear shell structure auto-
matically arise from meson-nucleon interaction [20—22].
The inclusion of p mesons takes care of the neutron-
proton asymmetry. We can thus expect that the RMF
calculations provide useful information about the struc-
ture of nuclei far &om the stability line, including those
near the neutron and the proton drip lines.

On the other hand, the Skyrme-Hartree-Fock [23,24]
calculation is a well advanced and successful approach to
a variety of nuclear phenomena, including deformation,
superheavy nuclei, vibrations, and heavy-ion collisions
[25]. It also well describes nuclear matter properties and
giant resonances, isobaric analogue states, and low-lying
particle-hole excitations. A detailed description of the
SHF calculations can be found in [24,26].

However, we have to be aware of the fact that the the-
oretical results delicately depend on the details of the
input parameters, both in the relativistic and in the non-
relativistic calculations. The most commonly used pa-
rameter sets NL1 and NL2 in the RMF theory predict
too large neutron radii compared with the experimen-
tal values [27]. This shortcoming may arise from the
large value of the asymmetry energy in these sets, which
is about 44 MeV. Sharma et aL [27] introduced a new
parameter set by modifying the NL1 set. This new pa-
rameter set has been used for calculating a series of nu-
clei including deformed and highly exotic nuclei on both
sides of the stability lines. It is more successful in re-
producing the experimental data of the rms radii, de-
formations, and the binding energy of unstable nuclei.
This new set of parameters is called the NL-SH set, and
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FIG. 2. DifFerence between the rms radii of the neutron
and the proton distributions Ar „as a function of the mass
number. The solid and the dashed lines are the results of the
RMF and SHF models, respectively.

FIG. 4. Neutron-skin ratio ns = 2(r —r„)/(r + r~) as a
function of the mass number for Cs isotopes. The solid and
the dashed lines are the results of the RMF and nonrelativistic
SHF models, respectively.

relativistic calculations for the di8'erence between the
neutron and the proton distribution radii Lr„„,defined
by Ar z ——r —rz, as a function of the mass number.
The NL-SH RMF calculations predict constantly larger
values of Lr „than the SG-II SHF calculations. One no-
tices that the radius of the proton distribution is larger
than that of the neutron distribution for proton-rich iso-
topes. This difference is, however, very small. This in-
dicates that there is no significant proton skin for these
large Z nuclei. This is due to a large Coulomb repul-
sion. With increasing neutron number, the radius of the
neutron distribution increases faster than that of the pro-
ton distribution leading to the neutron skin as we discuss
shortly.

In Fig. 3, we plot the quadrupole deformation param-
eter P as a function of the mass number. As we expect,
the shape is almost spherical when the neutron number
is close to a magic number 82 and 126.

The existence of a neutron skin or a neutron halo is an
intriguing question concerning the structure of unstable
nuclei [34,35]. In this connection, we present in Fig. 4
the results shown in Fig. 2 in the form of the neutron
skin. Among various definitions of the neutron skin, we

use the ratio ns = ~"" "" following Krasznaborkay et

al. [35]. We refer to Pb as the standard nucleus, and
judge that a certain nucleus has a neutron skin if its ns
value is larger than that of Pb. The value of ns for

Pb is predicted to be 0.05 and 0.01 in the RMF and
SHF calculations, respectively. Figure 4 shows that the
skin formation starts beyond A & 136 for Cs isotopes.
Though the RMF calculations give larger skin ratio than
the SHF calculations, both of them predict that the neu-
tron skin increases with increasing neutron number. The
results of our nonrelativistic calculations agree with the
results in [34], though another definition of the neutron
skin is used there. In our calculations, the maximum skin
ratio is 0.12 and 0.08 for the drip line nuclei 8 Cs and

Cs in the RMF and SHF calculations, respectively.
The two-neutron separation energy S2„plays a crucial

role in order to form the neutron halo in drip line nuclei.
It will also play an important role in forming a neutron
skin near the neutron drip line. The two-neutron separa-
tion energy is shown in Fig. 5 as a function of the mass
number. The solid dots and the solid and dashed lines de-
note the experimental two-neutron separation energy [36]
and that obtained by the RMF and the nonrelativistic
calculations, respectively. The RMF calculations agree
fairly well with the experimental data of S2, though they
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of the mass number. The results of relativistic calculations
are shown.
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FIG. 5. Two-neutron separation energy (Ss ) in RMF (the

solid line) and nonrelativistic SHF (the dashed line) models.
The dots are the experimental values taken from Ref. [36].
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FIG. 6. (a) Inner surface difFuseness parameter az as a function of the mass number. The closed and the open symbols
refer to neutrons and protons, respectively. The squares and the circles are for the direction along the axially symmetric axis
and for the perpendicular direction, respectively. (b) The same as (a), but for the outer surface difFuseness parameter az. (c)
Comparison of the inner and the outer surface diffuseness parameters az and a2 in the direction along the axially symmetric
axis. We used the sum of the neutron and the proton densities. (d) The same as (c), but along the direction perpendicular to
the axially symmetric axis.

show some staggering, which is probably due to the igno-
rance of the spatial component of the vector meson fields
in our calculations. On the other hand, nonrelativistic
calculations systematically give slightly larger S2„ for al-
most all Cs isotopes. We observe that S2 drastically
decreases beyond mass number A = 137. This is the
mass number where neutrons start to fill the next major
shell. As we see in Fig. 4, this is also the transitional
region, where a neutron skin starts to be formed.

We now move to the problem of the surface diffuseness.
We fitted the density profile obtained by either relativis-
tic or nonrelativistic calculations by introducing different
functions for the inner and the outer regions,

p1 (p ~ &'3
( ) 1 + (r —Rg)/ag

p2e "~ ' (r ) B'),

where p~, p2, B~, aq, and a2 are fitting parameters. B'
was chosen to be the radius where the density becomes
10% of the central density. The reason why we introduce
different functions for the inner and the outer regions is
because the properties of the nuclear surface in the region

of extremely small density and in the region with moder-
ate density will be governed by different physical quanti-
ties. For example, the surface diffuseness in the external
region will be related to the separation energy of the last
nucleons, whereas that in the region with moderate den-
sity will be governed by the nuclear incompressibility and
the effective mass of the nucleons [37—39].

Figures 6(a) and 6(b) show the inner and outer surface
diffuseness parameters aq and a2 for protons (open sym-
bols) and neutrons (closed symbols) separately as func-
tions of the mass number. Each AN=4 isotope with
even neutron number is shown. The squares and the cir-
cles are the surface diffuseness in the z direction, i.e. ,
in the direction of the axially symmetric axis, and that
in the perpendicular direction, respectively. We observe
that the surface diffuseness of the neutron distribution in-
creases with increasing neutron number, while that of the
proton distribution stays almost constant. Figures 6(c)
and 6(d) compare aq and a2 in two directions. Here,
we used the total density. We observe that a~ is larger
than a2 for almost all isotopes except for nuclei close to
the neutron drip line for the direction perpendicular to
the axially symmetric axis. These trends hold irrespec-
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tive of the choice of the force. The absolute value of the
surface diffuseness, on the other hand, strongly depends
on the choice of the force. For example, NL1, whose
incompressibility is roughly half that of NL-SH, gives
much larger surface diffuseness than NL-SH. Similarly,
the magnitude of the surface diffuseness depends on the
choice of forces in nonrelativistic Skyrme-Hartree-Fock
calculations through their different properties regarding
the incompressibility and the effective mass. Note that
in this case the inner surface diffuseness parameter aq for
nuclear matter is related to the incompressibility K and
the force parameters tq and t2 as [38]
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where pp and x2 are the central density and an exchange
parameter in the Skyrme force, respectively.

Note that tq and t2 are related to the effective mass,
though the latter depends on tq and t2 in a different
combination from that for aq given in Eq. (2):

1

„ + —(3t + t (5 + 4 )) ( ) (3)

The increase of the surface diffuseness with increasing
number of neutron excess could be related to the de-
crease of the incompressibility due to the symmetry term
[4O-43].

It would be an interesting problem to derive similar
equations to Eqs. (2) and (3) for the parameters in RMF
calculations. To this end, one could use the relation-
ships between the Skyrme parameters tq and t2 and the
parameters in the RMF theory, which have been ob-
tained in [44]. We found, however, that these relation-
ships give too large surface diffuseness compared with
that obtained by Gtting the density provided by the nu-
merical calculations. This could be related to the fact
that they give much larger efFective mass than that given
by m* = m —g& P, P being the scalar field. These puzzles
should be resolved in the future.

Concerning the surface diffuseness in the outer region,
Fig. 6(b) shows that u2 for neutrons in the direction of
the axially symmetric axis (closed squares) increases like
a step function at around mass number 137, and then
gradually increases towards the neutron drip line, though
there exists a local minimum at A=152. This noticeable
change around the mass number 137 reHects the dras-
tic decrease of the two-neutron separation energy around
that nucleus (see Fig. 5). Also, the mass formula of
Tachibana et al. [45] suggests that the neutron separation
energy suddenly decreases at nearly the same mass num-
ber. These indicate that the surface difFuseness in the
outer region is indeed related to the separation energy of
the last nucleons. Notice that the solid squares and the
solid circles in Figs. 6(a) and 6(b) coincide at 4=137.
This has to be so, because the isotope with A=137 is al-
most spherical due to the magic neutron number %=82.
The disagreement of the solid circle and the solid square
at the other magic isotope the A=181 will be because the
deforination parameter is not completely zero, but 6nite,
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FIG. 7. (a) Density distributions of the neutrons and pro-
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sults of relativistic calculations are shown. (c) The same as
(a), but for "'Cs.
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i.e. , P = 0.007 for A=181. On the other hand P = 0.0002
for the isotope A=137. The octupole moment is also
more than two times larger in the A=181 isotope than
in the A=137 isotope. In these senses, the isotope with
mass number 181 is less magic than that with A=137.

The change of the radii and the surface properties
discussed above can be visualized by plotting the den-
sity profile. Figure 7 shows the density distributions of
neutrons and protons for three representative isotopes,

Cs, Cs, and Cs, obtained in both the RMF and
SHF calculations. Cs is the unique stable nucleus
among the Cs isotopes. Cs resides at the neutron
drip line, in the case of RMF calculations. We chose

Cs as the example of unstable nuclei, because exper-
imental study could be feasible up to this isotope in
the present experimental facilities. Figure 7(a) shows
the neutron and the proton densities of Cs along the
axially symmetric axis. The results of both relativistic
and nonrelativistic calculations are shown. The density
profile along the perpendicular axis looks similar. Fig-
ure 7(b) shows the neutron and the proton densities for

Cs along the axially symmetric and the perpendic-
ular axes, respectively. Only the results of relativistic
calculations are shown. Figure 7(c) shows the density
distributions of Cs along the axially symmetric axis
obtained by the relativistic and nonrelativistic calcula-
tions. Since this nucleus is almost spherical, the density
distributions along the perpendicular axis are almost the
same. Comparison of these figures clearly demons+rates
that the neutron distribution extends more than the pro-
ton distribution as the number of neutrons increases, thus
forming a iieutron kin. Figure 7(b) shows that a sizable
neutron skin exists in both directic"s already for Cs.

Figures 7(a) and 7(c) show that relativistic and nonrel-
ativistic calculations give qualitatively similar behavior
regarding the surface properties.

In summary, we discussed the density and the sur-
face properties of Cs isotopes based on deformed RMF
and spherical nonrelativistic SHF calculations. Our cal-
culations predict a large neutron skin with skin ratio
ns = 0.12 and ns = 0.08 for the nuclei on the neutron
drip line, Cs and Cs in RMF and SHF calculations,
respectively. An interesting thing is that a sizable neu-
tron skin is predicted already for nuclei far inside the
drip line, which could be studied by the existing exper-
imental facilities. On the other hand, no proton skin
was predicted for all isotopes including that on the pro-
ton drip line, i.e., Cs. Our calculations predict that
the neutron skin and the surface diffuseness of the neu-
tron distribution increase with increasing neutron num-
ber. We are now studying how these properties affect

' heavy-ion reactions, such as fusion reactions at energies
below the Coulomb barrier and multinucleon transfer re-
actions during deep inelastic heavy-ion collisions, when
one of the neutron-rich nuclei is used as the projectile
[46]. The results will be reported in separate papers.
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