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Properties of projectile fragments produced in peripheral and midperipheral collisions in the reaction
Ca + ""Cu at 35 MeV/nucleon were investigated using the AMPHORA multidetector. A reconstruc-

tion of the primary projectilelike fragments enabled simultaneous determination of their excitation ener-

gy and angular momentum. These quantities are in good agreement with predictions of simple macro-
scopic and microscopic collision models. Partition of excitation energy between primary projectile and
targetlike fragments is discussed. The multiplicity and charge distributions of the primary projectilelike
fragment deexcitation products are fairly well reproduced by a statistical binary-decay model.

PACS number(s): 25.70.Pq, 25.70.Mn

I. INTR(ODUCTIQN

Current understanding of projectilelike fragment (PLF)
production in peripheral and midperipheral heavy ion
collisions at intermediate energies has been obtained
mainly from inclusive or semiexclusive measurements,
which have been used to test parametrized models of the
production mechanism of the excited primary projectile-
like fragments (PPLF's) and their subsequent decay
[1—6]. At low incident energies (below 15 MeV/nucleon)
conversion of entrance channel kinetic energy and angu-
lar momentum into thermal and rotational energies of the
primary projectile and targetlike fragments are thought
to be dominated by a one-body mechanism [7,8]. At
higher incident energies the Pauli principle becomes less
eftective in suppressing nucleon-nucleon collisions and
schematic microscopic models based on nucleon-nucleon
collisions [9,10] have been quite successful in explaining
total reaction cross sections and fragment yields, as well
as PLF energy and angular distributions.

Primary projectilelike fragments with excitation ener-
gies up to 6—7 MeV/nucleon can be produced in very in-
elastic reactions at incident energies of the order of
30—35 MeV/nucleon [6,11]. It is interesting to under-
stand how the decay mechanism of such nuclei is
infiuenced by temperature and rotation. At low excita-
tion energies, the emitted light particles and projectile
residues are well described by statistical evaporation
models [12,13] based on the multistep Hauser-Feshbach
formalism [14]. For higher excitation energies, such a
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formalism becomes inadequate, since the emission of in-
termediate mass fragments may compete significantly
with light-particle emission [11]. Sequential binary sta-
tistical decay models [15] based on the transition-state
formalism [16] are used to describe the deexcitation of
such highly excited nuclei. At very high excitation ener-
gies, the time scale for particle emission may become
comparable with typical equilibration times [17], and
simultaneous multifragmentation mechanisms have been
proposed [18,19].

The use of a multidetector in the experimental investi-
gation provides a qualitative advance in the sense that,
for completely exclusive measurements, it is possible (in
favorable kinematic configurations) to separate projectile-
like and targetlike fragments and to reconstruct the pri-
mary projectilelike fragments, thus gaining direct access
to their kinetic characteristics. Furthermore, properties
of the observed particles in the PPLF center-of-mass
reference frame yield information on the initial internal
PPLF thermal and rotational energies and on the temper-
atures characteristic of the emitted light particles.

This work is a continuation of a study of the reaction
Ca+""Cu at 35 MeV/nucleon with the AMPHORA

array, which was first mainly devoted to analysis of
charge partitions associated with the decay of excited cal-
cium nuclei [11]. By comparing the measured charge
partitions with a simple percolation model, it was shown
that the physical events at excitation energies close to 5
MeV/nucleon have similar characteristics to those ob-
tained from the percolation simulation with a bond-
breaking probability equal to the critical value. Howev-
er, from analysis of momentum ellipsoids, no evidence for
a change in disintegration mechanism with increasing ex-
citation energy, which could be associated with the pas-
sage through the critical region, was found.
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The experimental setup is presented in the following
section. In Sec. III, selection of peripheral (binary) col-
lisions is described, and the technique for the event by
event reconstruction of the PPLF is presented. This
makes use of a simulation of the detector response (which
needs, of course, a simulation of the nucleus-nucleus col-
lisions). Such simulations are important for the
verification of the event selection criteria and of the
reconstruction technique. In Sec. IV we present an
analysis of the PPLF properties, which includes excita-
tion energy and angular momentum, extracted from the
particle center-of-mass energies and angular distribu-
tions. In Sec. V we make some comparison of our data
with simple macroscopic and microscopic collision model
predictions and with statistical binary-decay calculations.
Finally in the last section we summarize and discuss our
findings.

II. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

The experiment was carried out using the AMPHORA
multidetector [20] installed at the SARA heavy ion ac-
celerator in Grenoble. The beam was Ca at 35
MeV/nucleon. The target was a self-supporting natural
copper foil of 500 pg/cm thickness. AMPHORA is a
multidetector, which covers 82% of 4m sr and is made up
of 140 CsI scintillator cells which provide mass and
charge identification for light particles (Z ~ 2). Thin
plastic scintillator foils (100 and 200 pm thickness) were
set on the forward detectors (angles ranging from 4' to
57'). They provided charge identification up to Z =20
with unit resolution for Z ~9 and better than +2 units
for Z) 9. The identification technique was described in
some detail in our earlier paper [11]. Energy calibration
for CsI detectors was made using a thorium source, a 24
MeV a-particle beam and punch-through energies. For
plastic+CsI detectors the calibration parameters of Stra-
cener et al. [21] were used. For the wall detectors
(4' —l7') the time of flight was measured using the cyclo-
tron frequency as the start signal (the flight distance was
140 cm). Light particles with very low velocity were thus
identified in charge (no mass separation). Higher charges
(Z ~ 3) could not be identified from the time-of-fiight and
plastic light measurements. The detection thresholds for
plastic+CsI detectors without time of Aight were im-
posed by the thickness of the plastic foils, which was 100
pm for the rings set at 31' and 47' and 200 pm for the
more forward rings. For the 200 pm case, the thresholds
reach 4 MeV for protons, 14 MeV for o.'particles and
6—10 MeV/nucleon for heavier ions (Z =5—15). For the
CsI crystals, the energy thresholds were 4 MeV for pro-
tons, 7 MeV for a particles, and 10 MeV for lithium par-
ticles.

III. EVENT SELECTION
AND PPLF RECONSTRUCTION

Appropriate selection criteria on global variables are
needed to select„among the detected events (all impact
parameters), those arising from binary (peripheral and
semiperipheral) reactions. Such criteria depend strongly

on the kinematical and dynamical features of the reaction
under study as well as on the characteristics (geometry,
granularity, detection thresholds, and identification accu-
racy) of the detection array [22]. To investigate these
problems, two different models have been used to simu-
late the nucleus-nucleus interaction (peripheral and cen-
tral collisions) and the subsequent decay of the produced
primary excited systems, and a simulator has been
developed to describe the AMPHORA response.

After selection of peripheral collisions, the PPLF was
reconstructed event by event. The checking of the validi-

ty of the adopted reconstruction method was also carried
out by simulation of the collisions and of the detector
response.

The first employed model is the microscopic Monte
Carlo code CASCADITA [23]. In this simulation, the
nucleus-nucleus interaction is assumed to be dominated
by nucleon-nucleon collisions occurring in the overlap-
ping region of the two colliding nuclei. The inAuence of
the mean field is taken into account via a nucleus-nucleus
deflection function derived from an elastic scattering op-
tical model. Every nucleon scattered twice is assumed to
be thermalized and captured by the scattering nucleus.
This leads to an exchange of mass, energy, and linear
momentum between the projectile and target nuclei (an-

gular momentum transfer is not taken into account). The
primary projectile and targetlike fragments subsequently
decay through a statistical binary process. Particles are
emitted isotropically in the center-of-mass reference
frame of the emitting source.

Although cAscADITA allows the fusion between the
two primary fragments if their relative energy is below
the fission barrier, such simulated events are very scarce
for the reaction Ca+""Cu at 35 MeV/nucleon. Indeed,
experimental evidence for the formation of incomplete
fusion nuclei exists for similar systems (fusion reactions
represent about 4% of the total cross section) [24]. Thus,
another simulation code (CCP), which treats incomplete
fusion reactions, has been written. The code ccrc includes
the preequilibrium emission of neutrons and protons and
calculates the deexcitation of the compound system by
means of a sequence of statistical binary decays [25]. The
preequilibrium nucleons are emitted from a source mov-

ing with half the projectile velocity. The average number
of preequilibrium nucleons is estimated according to the
Blann model [26], and their momenta are assumed to fol-
low a Boltzmann distribution of temperature 7 MeV [27].
For the reaction under study, the Blann model predicts
the ejection of 22 preequilibrium nucleons. This value is
in agreement with linear momentum transfer systematics
for similar systems [24]. The CCP decay step roughly
takes into account the in-plane focusing effect of the
compound-nucleus angular momentum.

The AMPHORA response function has been computed
by the code sIR, which includes a geometrical description
of the detectors, the energy thresholds for each particle,
and the identification constraints for each detector type.
The effect of the geometrical efficiency and energy thresh-
olds of the 4~ AMPHORA array on measurements on
symmetric and inverse kinematics systems at energies
near 35 MeV/nucleon was discussed in a previous work
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parallel linear momentum from CCP simulation, CASCADITA

simulation, and experimental data. The simulated events are
filtered by the AMPHORA response function.

[22]. The simulated events created by the models are
thus filtered by the detector response and an event by
event set of data is generated.

The analysis of the simulated-filtered (CASCADITA and
CCP) events shows that the inelastic (binary) collisions can
be selected by constraints on the total detected charge
Z„, and on the total measured parallel linear momentum
P„„which are the following:

Ptot —6 GeV/c and Ztot —20

The Z„, vs P„, distributions obtained for the CCP and
CASCADITA calculations are plotted in Fig. 1. The exper-
imental plot is also presented in Fig. 1. The total charge
of the system is 49 (20 for the projectile), and the total
linear momentum is 10.2 GeV/c. The condition on P„,
allows the rejection of almost all the incomplete fusion
events (the CCP calculation shows that less than l%%uo of
the events have a total parallel linear momentum greater
than 6 GeV/c). With the condition on Z„„binary
(CASCADITA) events, where most of the products associat-
ed with the PPLF are detected, are selected. In these
events, a few particles coming from the decay of the pri-
mary targetlike fragments (PTLF's) are also detected, as
well as some preequilibrium nucleons. The correlation
between the total detected charge coming from the PPLF
decay and the PPLF charge is plotted in Fig. 2 without
2(a) or with 2(b) the condition on Z„,. With such a con-
dition, we observe that very incomplete PPLF events are
rejected and that there is a strong correlation between the
total detected charge and the charge of the primary pro-
jectilelike fragment. The CASCADITA simulation shows
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FIG. 2. Correlation between the total detected charge of the
PPLF decay products and the PPLF charge, given by the
CASCADITA simulation (a) without condition and (b) with the
condition on the total detected charge Z„, ~20. Both spectra
correspond to the same sample of events.

that the detection eKciency on the charge of the particles
coming from the PPLF is on the average around 90%
(the mean charge of the PPLF—before filtering —is 19.5,
whereas the total detected charge of the PPLF—after
filtering —is, on the average, 17.8); for the PTLF this
value is about 15%. The experimental sample selected by
criteria (1) represents about 25%%uo of the recorded events.
See Refs. [22,28] for a more detailed discussion about the
AMPHORA filter eA'ects on experimental and simulated
global variables.

As the preceding constraints select events where the
observed particles come from both the deexcitation of the
PPLF and PTLF (and include also preequilibrium parti-
cles), we have developed a method to separate the PPLF
particles from those coming from the other emission
sources [29]. This method is essentially the same as the
one presented in our previous work [11];it presents some
minor changes, which are described below. The
CASCADITA simulation shows that the fragment of charge
Z~3 having the largest linear momentum is generally
the PPLF decay residue [with conditions (1), the projec-
tilelike residue is almost always present]. The velocity of
such a residue defines the velocity vz of the PPLF center
of mass. The method of selecting the particles coming
from the deexcitation of the PPLF is based on the hy-
pothesis that all these particles belong (in the velocity
space) to a sphere centered on the velocity vn. Analysis
of experimental velocity correlation functions between
light particles and projectilelike residues leads to the
choice of a maximum relative velocity v,„(sphere ra-
dius) of 5 cm/ns for protons and 4 cm/ns for heavier par-
ticles [29]. In addition, we assume that all particles emit-
ted in the forward direction and having a velocity greater
than v,„are emitted by the PPLF. Thus, if v„& is the
relative velocity of the particles with respect to the PPLF
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FIG. 3. Charge distribution of the PPLF reconstituted from
the experimental data.

These selection conditions enable us to completely recon-
stitute the PPLF. Its center-of-mass velocity vz is again
calculated by taking into account all the particles attri-
buted to the PPLF. The obtained experimental charge
distribution of the reconstituted PPLF is plotted in Fig. 3
(its mean value is 18.6). Figure 4 shows the corre-
lation between the PPLF detected charge given by the
CASCADITA simulation (after filtering, mean value 17.8)
and its reconstructed charge, which is, on the average,
18.9 (after filtering and reconstruction). For reconstruct-
ed charges ZppLF 20, we obtain a contamination of
about 10% of the charge, which is due to the PTLF and
preequilibrium sources (contamination only by light par-
ticles). For charges greater than 20, the contamination
becomes more important and increases with the charge
(for Zppi F

=25 its value is around 35%). From the
CASCADITA simulation we also note that the detection
efficiency of the PPLF evolves with the value of its recon-
structed charge: the better efficiency (90% of the charge)
is obtained for charges ZppLF =20—23 and is of the order
of 60—85% for the lower and higher charges. In the fol-
lowing, in order to study only events with a good detec-
tion efficiency and a low contamination, we will select
events with a PPLF reconstituted charge satisfying the
condition

I I I I I I k I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I5
5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Total detected charge

FIG. 4. Reconstructed PPLF charge versus the total detected
charge of the PPLF decay products, calculated within the
CASCADITA simulation.

selected events is about 6.6 cm/ns (the beam velocity is
8.2 cm/ns). The accuracy of the reconstructed velocity
determined from the simulation is around 10%%uo.

According to CASCADITA, the selected quasicomplete
PPLF events correspond on the average to impact pa-
rameters of 5.6 fm, the FWHM of the distribution being
2 fm. Experimentally the impact parameter can roughly
be estimated from a measured global variable such as the
total multiplicity of detected particles. The method we
used for determining impact parameter [30] is based on
the assumptions that the total cross section is purely
geometrical (o z =orb ) and that there is a (strong) mono-
tonic correlation between multiplicity and impact param-
eter. This method was first proposed for relativistic
nucleus-nucleus collisions and then applied to intermedi-
ate energy heavy ion reactions [31]. For the reaction un-
der study, the maximum impact parameter deduced from
the total reaction cross section given by the semiempiri-
cal parametrization of Kox et al. [32] is 9.3 fm. For our
sample of events, we estimated an impact parameter
mean value of 5.4 fm, which is in good agreement with
the simulation prediction (the FWHM of the experimen-
tal distribution is around 3.5 fm).

IV. PPI.F CHARACTERISTICS

A. Excitation energy

From the knowledge (charge, mass, kinetic energy, and
direction of emission) of all charged particles attributed
to the PPLF, we can estimate event by event its excita-
tion energy. The excitation energy in any given event
was estimated as

E*=yE„Q+E„, —
k

(4)

where the Ek are the measured kinetic energies of the
particles in the PPLF reference frame. The evaluation of
the Q value was made using the znost stable isotope for
the nonidentified masses (Z ~3). A small correction for
unobserved neutrons (E„) was made using an average



48 MULTIDETECTOR STUDY OF PRIMARY PROJECTILELIKE. . . 2757

multiplicity of neutrons calculated in order to reconsti-
tute the most stable isotope associated with the PPLF
charge and an average kinetic energy per neutron equal
to 2T. The temperature T was estimated by the relation
E*, = A /8T, where E] is the excitation energy calculat-
ed in a first step from the energies Ek and the Q value.
The multiplicity of neutrons represents on the average
about 75% of the proton multiplicity. The mean excita-
tion energy is around 120 MeV and energies up to
300—350 MeV are obtained (Fig. 5). The excitation ener-
gy distribution exhibits some peaks in the low-energy
domain, which correspond to the various charge parti-
tions involving one heavy fragment and a few protons
and/or a particles [33]. The method for calculating the
excitation energy was again verified by the CASCADITA
simulation. The simulation shows that there is a strong
correlation between the reconstructed PPLF excitation
energy (or velocity) and the impact parameter. The cal-
culated excitation energies seem to be on the whole un-
derestimated. At 100 MeV, the accUracy on the extract-
ed value is around 30% but becomes better than 10%%uo

above 200 MeV. At low excitation energy (below 50
MeV), the estimated excitation energy is, on the average,
strongly underestimated, and the accuracy is of the order.
of 50%. In the following, on account of this inaccuracy
of the method at low excitation energy, we will discard
events with excitation energy lower than 50 MeV.

For each excitation energy bin of 50 MeV between 50
and 250 MeV, the characteristics of the PPLF were cal-
culated, namely, its mean excitation energy, mean veloci-
ty, and mean defiection angle (Table I). We did not ana-
lyze events of excitation energy greater than 250 MeV on
account of their poor statistics. Averaged impact param-
eters estimated for each excitation energy bin from the
multiplicities are also displayed in Table I. We can see
that the PPLF velocity decreases as the excitation energy
increases, whereas the deflection angle increases, as ex-
pected for more and more dissipative collisions. The cor-
responding impact parameter value varies from 6.5 to 3.6
fm. The low-excitation-energy events are associated with
peripheral collisions, while the higher-energy events cor-
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TABLE I. Averaged PPLF excitation energy, velocity,
deflection angle, angular momentum, and associated impact pa-
rameter as a function of the excitation-energy bin.

Energy bin
(MeV)

50-100
100-150
150-200
200-250

&E" &

(MeV)

76
124
173
222

&v&

(cm/ns)

7.0
6.6
6.3
6.0

(deg)

6.7
7.6
8.7
9.5

12+0.5
18+1.0
23+1.5
30+2.0

&b)
(fm)

6.5
5.7
4.6
3.6

respond rather to intermediate impact parameter (mid-
peripheral) collisions.

B. Angular momentum

The extraction of the PPLF angular momentum in-
volves the determination of the reaction plane. The reac-
tion plane is defined, event by event, by the directions of
the PPLF velocity and of the beam. Once again the accu-
racy of the procedure was verified using simulated
(CASCADITA) data, which showed that the reaction plane
is correctly determined on the average. The maximum
error is +30'. This value is smaller than that found by
Wilson et al. from azimuthal correlations [34]. We sup-
pose that the angular momentum of the PPLF is directed
perpendicularly to the reaction plane. If this is the case,
the tendency for light-emitted particles to remove angu-
lar momentum produces some focusing in the reaction
plane.

To estimate angular momentum, we have compared
the experimental angular distributions of the particles
emitted by the PPLF (with respect to its reconstituted
center-of-mass reference frame) to the predictions of a
multistep Hauser-Feshbach Monte Carlo simulation code
(LANCELOT) of the evaporation process [13]. In this code
the angular distributions of the emitted particles are cal-
culated in the framework of the Ericson and Strutinski
[35] semiclassical method. The evaporation calculations
were performed for excited Ca nuclei having the
different experimental kinematical configurations
((E"&, (v &, (8&) given in Table I and for diff'erent
angular-momentum values ranging from 0 to 35%. The
LANCELOT events were filtered by the AMPHORA
response, and the angular distributions were determined
for events where the total detected charge is between 17
and 20 and for particles satisfying the conditions of
adherence to the PPLF's described in the preceding sec-
tion. We have verified that such a selection does not
affect, on the average, the excitation energy, the velocity,
and the deflection angle of the reconstructed initial excit-
ed nucleus.

The experimental a-particle angular distributions ob-
tained for the different excitation energy bins are plotted
in Fig. 6. The spectra represent the distribution of the
particles with respect to the normal to the reaction plane.
We observe that the particles are preferentially emitted in
the vicinity of the reaction plane and that the angular an-
isotropy increases with the excitation energy. In fact, for
the four energy bins, the ratios of the maximum value of
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FIG. 7. Experimental angular distributions of protons, al-

phas and lithiums for the (100—150) MeV excitation energy bin.

FIG. 6. Experimental alpha particle angular distributions ob-
tained for the different excitation-energy bins (circles) and cor-
responding distributions calculated with the LANcELOT code
(lines). They represent the distribution of the cosine of the rela-
tive angle (labeled Theta* ) between the direction of emission
and the normal to the reaction plane.

the angular distribution with respect to its minimum
value are 4.9 (50—100 MeV), 5.0 (100—150 MeV), 5.1

(150—200 MeV), and 5.3 (200—250 MeV). One can think
that this effect rejects increasing PPLF angular momen-
tum. The counting reduction observed around cos0*=0
(reaction plane) corresponds to the very forward angular
domain in the laboratory (0'—4 ), which is not covered by
the AMPHORA array (beam passage). Figure 7 shows
angular distributions for protons, alphas, and lithiums for
the intermediate excitation energy bin. We can see that
the in-plane focusing strongly increases with the charge
of the emitted particle.

For each excitation energy bin, we have compared the
experimental a-particle angular spectrum to the distribu-
tions given by the code LANCELOT. The angular anisot-
ropy of a particles being more pronounced than for pro-
tons, this makes the comparison with theory easier (lithi-
um particles and heavier particles are not included in the
code). The angular momentum values obtained for each
excitation energy bin are given in Table I. The uncertain-
ties come from the fit of the experimental angular distri-
butions by LANCELOT. The corresponding LANCELOT a-
particle angular distributions are plotted in Fig. 6. The
effect of the detection filter and selection method on the
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FICx. 8. Alpha angular distributions from LANOELOT calcula-
tions before (thick line) and after (thin line) filtering and selec-
tion (see text).

(LANCELOT) angular distribution of a particles evaporat-
ed from a PPLF having an excitation energy of 124 MeV,
an angular momentum of 18k', a velocity of 6.6 cm/ns,
and an emission angle of 7.6 is presented in Fig. 8. The
main effect is a drastic diminution of the counting (by a
factor of 5). We observe also a slight broadening of the
distribution as well as the reduction around the reaction
plane already mentioned.

As far as we know, this work on evaporated light-
particle angular distributions constitutes the first attempt
of determining angular momentum from reconstituted
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emitting nuclei. A somewhat similar analysis of particle
angular distributions was recently done at GANIL ener-
gies in order to extract the angular momentum of fissile
quasitargets, which were characterized by detection of
the two PTLF fission products [36].

V. COMPARISON %'ITH MODELS

A. Excitation energy and angular momentum

The PPLF excitation energy and angular-momentum
extracted values are compared with the predictions of
two simple nucleus-nucleus collision models. The first one
is a classical trajectory model (code MTC) [37],which con-
tains conservative and dissipative forces (phenomenologi-
cal Coulomb potential [7], proximity nuclear potential
[38], and proximity one-body nuclear friction [39]). The
friction force allows energy and angular-momentum
transfer between the two colliding nuclei. Mass transfer
is not considered. For a given value of impact parameter,
the trajectory of the system is followed as a function of
time. The system can fuse if the ions are trapped behind
a potential barrier or scatter if they escape over the bar-
rier. For the reaction under study, the MTC calculations
lead to fusion for impact parameters lower than 1.7 fm.
Within the assumption of a purely geometrical cross sec-
tion, fusion represents about 3% of the total cross sec-
tion. The second model is the nuclear random walk mod-
el (code PERCUTE) [9]. In this model, the ion-ion interac-
tion is assumed to be governed by the number of
nucleon-nucleon collisions taking place along the trajec-
tory of the system. Nucleon-nucleon collisions generate
some variation in the masses of the projectile and target-
like fragments as well as emission of nucleons to the con-
tinuum. The kinetic energy loss from the projectile is
given by the number of nucleon-nucleon collisions. This
energy dissipation appears partly as excitation energy of
the two fragments and partly as recoil kinetic energy of
the targetlike fragment and of the emitted nucleons. An-
gular momentum is imparted to the fragments by the ab-
sorbed nucleons. The mass changes are generated using a
matrix of probabilities, which are free parameters of the
model. The numerical values of these parameters we
have used were taken from a study of the Ne+ ' Ho re-
action at 30 MeV/nucleon [40].

In both models, we have considered two extreme cases
for the excitation energy sharing between the primary
projectile and targetlike fragments: equal partition of ex-
citation energy and equal temperature (the total energy is
shared in proportion to the mass). Since a large range of
excitation energies are involved in our study, it is in-
teresting to investigate the evolution of the excitation en-
ergy partition as a function of the degree of heating of the
system, by comparing the data to the predictions given
within these two assumptions. Recent results [41—43]
have shown that the excitation energy partition between
PPLF and PTLF evolves from energy equipartition for
small dampings to a sharing close to thermal equilibrium
for highly damped collisions. Such a behavior rejects an
increasing interaction time that allows thermal equilibri-
um to be reached.

The PPLF angular momenta calculated in the frame-
work of the MTC and PERCUTE codes are plotted in Fig. 9
vs the PPLF excitation energy, and are compared to the
experimental values. The two models lead to neighboring
curves up to 150—200 MeV. Above, the results are quite
di6'erent: the one-body friction model gives lower angu-
lar momenta than the nucleon-nucleon collision model
and the deviation between the two models increases with
excitation energy. Such a discrepancy could be partially
due to the absence of mass transfer in the MTC code. For
both models, for a given PPLF excitation energy, the
equipartition calculations lead to lower angular momenta
than the equilibrium results, since the projectile nucleus
is lighter than the target one. The experimental values
are in good agreement with both models up to the 173
MeV point while the last point (222 MeV) is rather close
to fhe PERCUTE predictions. Furthermore, the measure-
ments seem to be in better agreement with the MTC
curves calculated within the equipartition assumption for
the 76 MeV point and within the equal temperature hy-
pothesis for the 173 MeV point, the 124 MeV point being
between the two curves. The 222 MeV point is close to
the PERCUTE calculation performed in the thermal equi-
librium case. Our results are therefore in agreement with
the excitation energy partition evolution (from equiparti-
tion to thermal equilibrium) which was observed in ear-
lier works [41—43].

B. Multiplicity and charge distributions

We have compared the multiplicity and charge distri-
butions of the PPLF deexcitation products to the statisti-
cal Monte Carlo code GEMINI [15],which treats the deex-
citation process of excited nuclei via a sequence of binary
decays. All possible binary channels from light-particle
emission to symmetrical division are considered. For the
evaporation of light particles (Z 2), the decay width is

4
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FIG. 9. PPLF angular momentum as a function of its excita-
tion energy extracted from experiment (points) and calculated
with the MTc (solid lines) and FERcUTE (dashed lines) codes.
The thick lines represent the equipartition calculations (EQ) of
the excitation energy sharing between PPLF and PTLF and the
thin lines correspond to the thermal equilibrium predictions
(TE).
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calculated using the Hauser-Feshbach formalism [14j.
For emission of heavier fragments, the decay width is
determined using the transition state formalism of Moret-
to [16].

The experimental multiplicity and charge distributions
obtained for each excitation energy bin are presented in
Figs. 10 and 11, respectively. Between the two extreme
energy bins, the mean multiplicity evolves from 3.8 to 7.4
(Fig. 10). In Fig. 11, we can see that the heavier charges
progressively vanish with increasing excitation energy,
whereas the production of intermediate charges increases
strongly. Between the 50—100 MeV and 200—250 MeV
bins, the production rate of intermediate mass fragments
increases by a factor of 4 with respect to the light-particle
production.

The GEMINI calculations were performed for excited
Ca nuclei having the di6'erent experimental averaged

characteristics ((E*), (U ), (8), and (L )) given in
Table I. The calculated samples were, as for the LAN-

CELOT event analysis, filtered by the detection apparatus
response. The multiplicity and charge distributions of
the decay products were determined for events having a
total detected charge included between 17 and 20 and for
particles fulfilling the conditions of adherence to the
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FIG. 11. Experimental charge distributions of the PPLF de-

cay products for the different excitation energy bins (circles) and
corresponding GEMINI distributions (lines). For each bin, the
experimental and simulated curves correspond to the same
number of events.

PPLF. The obtained theoretical distributions are plotted
in Figs. 10 and 11 to be compared to the experimental
data. We note that the multiplicity spectra are very well
reproduced by the GEMINI code, whatever the
excitation-energy bin. For the charge distributions, the
code underestimates the production of intermediate mass
fragments at low excitation energy (50—100-MeV bin)
and moves to better agreement at higher energies. For
the higher-excitation-energy bin (200—250 MeV), the ex-
perimental data are remarkably well reproduced by the
simulation. The discrepancy observed for the lower-
energy bin (50—100 MeV) between the experimental and
GEMINI charge distributions could arise from the inaccu-
racy at low energy of the excitation-energy calculating
method, which was mentioned above.

VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Multiplicity
FIG. 10. Experimental multiplicity distributions of the parti-

cles and fragments assigned to the PPLF for the different
excitation-energy bins (circles) and corresponding GEMINI distri-
butions (lines). For each bin, the experimental and simulated
curves correspond to the same number of events.

In this work, we have studied, with the AMPHORA
array, primary projectilelike fragments produced in the
reaction Ca+""Cu at 35 MeV/nucleon. Such measure-
ments have enabled the selection of binary events with
quasicomplete detection of the PPLF decay products,
and reconstruction of its center-of-mass velocity, its total
charge, its excitation energy and the reaction plane.
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Simulations based on simple nucleus-nucleus collision
and statistical decay models associated with event Alter-
ing by the detection constraints have shown the validity
of the selection-reconstruction proposed method. From
the analysis of the total multiplicities, the selected events
have been associated with semiperipheral and peripheral
collisions (impact parameters in the range 3—7 fm).

The PPLF excitation-energy spectrum extends to very
high energies (up to 8 MeV/nucleon). The PPLF angular
momentum has been estimated by comparing the o.-

particle center-of-mass angular distributions with respect
to the reaction plane with a Monte Carlo evaporation
code. Angular-momentum values up to 30h have been
extracted. They are in rather good agreement with both
one-body friction and nucleon-nucleon collision model
calculations, and the sharing of the excitation energy be-
tween the primary projectile and targetlike fragments is

found to be consistent with an evolution with excitation
energy from energy equipartition towards a repartition
close to thermal equilibrium.

The multiplicity and charge distributions of the PPLF
decay products are in good agreement with the predic-
tions of a sequential binary decay model whatever the ex-
citation energy. We do not observe a change of the deex-
citation mechanism as the excitation energy increases.
Our results suggest, in agreement with our previous
analysis of momentum ellipsoids [11],that the critical re-
gion (in the percolation sense), which was found close to
5 MeV/nucleon from the analysis of charge partitions, is
not associated with a transition towards a prompt mul-
tifragmentation process. The observed increasing pro-
duction of intermediate mass fragments with excitation
energy is, according to the present analysis, driven by
centrifugal forces.
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