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Electromagnetic transition probabilities in the natural-parity rotational band of ' Yb
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The ground-state rotational band of ' 'Yb has been investigated through multiple Coulomb exci-
tation with a beam of 250-MeV "Ni. y-ray branchings and E2/M1 mixing ratios were determined
up to the —' state by measurements of y-ray angular distributions and y-y angular correlations.
Nuclear lifetimes of levels up to I =—' have been measured using the Doppler-shift recoil-distance
method. No significant signature dependence was observed for AI = 1 M1 and E2 transition proba-
bilities. The data are analyzed in terms of the rotating shell model and the difT'erences between
spin-up and spin-down orbitals are discussed.

I. INTRODUCTION

Electromagnetic transition probabilities have been
studied especially for the rotational bands based on high-
j orbitals such as h» &z or i &3/p These high- j orbitals
have a unique-parity character, and there is less ambigui-
ty about the wave function than in the case of natural-
parity orbitals. Rotational perturbations are strong for
the unique-parity bands, and considerable signature
dependence (zigzag pattern) has been observed for the
quasiparticle energy and the 8(M1) values. The phase
rule for the zigzag patterns is well established for the
unique-parity bands.

In the natural-parity rotational band of ' Dy we have
found that the phase of the zigzag in the B (M 1) values is
opposite to the one which is expected for the dominant
j=

2 configuration, ' while the quasiparticle energy
splitting and the absolute value of the 8(M1) are in
agreement with the dominant j =—', character for this
band. The "inverted" signature dependence was shown
in terms of the rotating shell mode1 to originate from the
characteristic coherence between the orbital and spin
contributions in the spin-down (0=A —

—,') dominant
one-quasiparticle states. ' " In order to confirm such a
mechanism, the counterpart, i.e., the spin-up (A=A+ —,')
dominant configurations should be studied.

Because of this we undertook a Coulomb-excitation ex-
periment on ' Yb whose ground-state rotational band is
based on the natural-parity Nilsson state v —,

' [512]. We
have assigned levels up to J =( —", ) and measured y-ray
branchings, E2/M1 mixing ratios, and nuclear lifetimes,
and determined the absolute intraband transition proba-

bilities up to the —", state. The levels of ' Yb have been
investigated so far through (n, y) (Ref. 12), (d, t) (Ref.
13), (d,p) (Refs. 13 and 14), and Coulomb excitation by
light ions (Refs. 15—17). From these works the ground
band has been known up to I= —", , and lifetimes of the
ground-band members were known up to the second ex-
cited state —', (Ref. 18).

II. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE AND RESULTS

A self-supporting metallic target of ' Yb (92. 1%%uo en-
riched and about 30 mg/cm thick) was bombarded with
a beam of 250-MeV Ni from the tandem accelerator at
Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute. The target nu-
cleus ' Yb was multiply Coulomb excited by the beam,
which was stopped in the target.

In y-y coincidence measurements, three Compton-
suppression y-ray spectrometers' were placed at 0, 90',
and —90 to the beam. The distance between the target
and the detectors was 7 cm. The data acquisition was
controlled by a VAX-780 computer, and all events were
recorded on magnetic tapes for later analysis. A sum of
the coincidence spectra gated for ground-band members
is shown in Fig. 1. Levels up to the one at 2018 keV were
established in the coincidence spectra as presented in Fig.
2.

Angular distributions of y rays were measured with a
Compton-suppression spectrometer at seven angles be-
tween 0' and 90' to the beam direction. The distance be-
tween the target and the spectrometer was 10 cm.

The angular distributions were fitted with Legendre
polynomials
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FIG. l. A sum of coincidence spectra gated by ground-band members of ' 'Yb.
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FIG. 2. A level scheme of the ground-state rotational band of
Yb.

W(8) = Ao(1+ A2QzP2(cos8)+ A~Q„P~(cos9)) . (1)

The Q2 and Q4 values are the geometrical attenuation
factors. For the detector configuration used, the Qz and

Q~ were estimated for each y ray energy from Ref. 20.
The derived coefficients A z and A 4 are presented in
Table I. We evaluated the degree of alignment for each

state, i.e., alignment attenuation factors, ' o:2 and o:4..
The experimental A2 values of the EI=2 transitions give
the alignment attenuation factor, a2, for the decaying
states because these transitions are of pure E2; n4 was es-

timated from o,2 by assuming a Gaussian distribution of
magnetic-substate population. An E2/Ml mixing ratio
for a XI=1 transition is derived from the attenuation
factors for the state of interest and the angular-
distribution coefficients. The y-ray intensities derived
from the y-ray angular-distribution analyses are present-
ed in Table I.

Lifetime measurements were made by the Doppler-
shift recoil-distance method. In this case, the target
thickness was 2. 1 mg/cm . Back-scattered projectiles
were measured with a plastic annular scintillator which
subtended an angle range of 0&,b=150' —175' to the beam
direction. y-ray spectra in coincidence with the back-
scattered projectiles were measured with a Compton-
suppression y-ray spectrometer placed at 0 to the beam.
The distance between the target and the spectrometer
was 13 cm. The average value of the recoil velocity that
was determined from the positions of shifted and unshift-
ed y-ray peaks was 10.5+0.8 pm/ps, which corresponds
to (0.0350+0.0027)c, c being the velocity of light. The
coincidence spectra were measured for 14 recoil distances
ranging from 15 pm to 8.28 mm. The electnc pulse
height, which reflects capacitance between the target and
stopper, was monitored during the measurements.

Figure 3 shows particle-gated y-ray spectra taken at
four recoil distances. Shifted and unshifted intensities
were derived from the spectra. Figure 4 shows plots of
the unshifted intensity versus the recoil distance, i.e., de-
cay curves for excited states. Data on the shifted and un-
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TABLE I. Summary of y transitions in the ground-state rotational band of "Yb. E~ is y-ray energy. I~ denotes the relative y-
ray intensity which was corrected for angular distributions. I„„lindicates the total intensity corrected for internal conversions.
and A4 are y-ray angular-distribution coefficients. 5 is the E2/M1 mixing ratio. Figures in parentheses denote uncertainties.
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shifted intensities were analyzed by a computer program
"LIFETIME," The fitted results are shown in Fig. 4. The
Coulomb-excitation process does not cause any serious
side-feeding contribution to the decay curves, which
often brings considerable uncertainty of the final result in

compound nuclear residues. This feature enables the life-
times of excited states to be determined accurately.

The lifetimes obtained for the states from —', to —", are
summarized in Table II. The reduced transition proba-
bilities are plotted in Figs. 5 —7.

TABLE II. Summary of lifetimes and reduced transition probabilities.
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'From Ref. 16.
Deduced from B (E2; 2

~
2 ), branching and mixing ratios (Ref. 18).
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III. THEORETICAL CALCULATION

We performed microscopic theoretical calculation
based on the rotating shell model. In this framework,
account is taken of many important physical mecha-
nisms: static and dynamic triaxial deformations which
are appreciated to be important in the case of unique-
parity orbitals, the many-j mixing effect which is cru-
cial in treating natural-parity orbitals, ' '" and many-
quasiparticle configurations which may become yrast at
very high spins. On the other hand, this framework be-
comes worse at low-spin states because of its semiclassical
nature. In order to overcome this defect in a simple
manner, we adopted the "geometrical factors" proposed
by Donau. The details are given in the Appendix.

The parameters used in the numerical calculation were
determined as follows. %'e used the single-particle space
consisting of the X„,= 4-6 major shells for neutrons
and the X„,= 3—5 shells for protons. Here we note that
our model space includes all the j components which can
be contained in the odd-quasineutron orbital under con-
sideration. Quadrupole deformation parameter 5=0.28
was chosen so as to approximately reproduce the ob-
served quadrupole moments of neighboring even-even nu-
clei using the experimental pairing gaps 6„=0.703
MeV and 6 =0.894 MeV, and the chemical potentials
which gave the correct particle numbers at zero rotation-
al frequency, i.e., %co„,=O. The static triaxial parameter
was set to zero because we confirmed, by using the
isotropic-velocity-distribution condition, that the equi-
librium triaxial deformation was smaller than 3'. We
used the average aligned angular momentum i„=0.8,
extracted from the experimental data, when we evalua-
ted B(E2;BI=1)values. ' Effective spin g factor g,' '

=0.87 g,'
"' [Ref. 23] was used.

For the random-phase approximation (RPA) and
quasiparticle-vibration-coupling calculations, the
strengths of the doubly-stretched quadrupole interaction
were fixed at %co„,=O to reproduce the excitation ener-
gies of the lowest K =0 and 2 vibrational states in the ad-
jacent even-even nuclei, and to restore the broken rota-
tional invariance. The pairing force strengths were deter-
mined at the same time with the chemical potentials by
utilizing the BCS equations at each rotational frequency.
Gamma-vibrational phonons (r =+1)were taken into ac-
count up to double excitations. The calculated results
with and without the geometrical factors are presented in
Figs. 5-7.

IV. DISCUSSION

All of the observed quantities, level energies, B(M1),
8 (E2;b,I=1), and 8 (E2;b,I=2), show almost no signa-
ture dependence. This appears natural for spin-up
(0=A+ —,

'
) dominant one-quasiparticle bands with natu-

ral parity, " and our calculation reproduces them very
well. The spin-up character in the present case is Inainly
due to the f7&2 spherical-shell-model state. Namely, the
orbital under consideration v—,

' [512] is the counterpart to
the v—,

' [523], whose dominant component is h9/2 after an

avoided crossing, occupied by the last odd particle of
163D 10

Since the signature dependence is negligibly weak and
the absolute values of 8(E2) are determined by the
Clebsh-Gordan coefficients after a deformation parameter
is fixed, the most important physical quantity is the abso-
lute value of 8(M1). It is determined by ~g~

—
gRp~ ~

in
the rotating shell model when one of the spherical-shell-
model states j is dominant in the deformed wave func-
tion. Here g is the Schmidt value with g,' ' and gRpA
is calculated as"

(p. )
+RPA

Consequently the absolute values of B(M1) are large
(small) when g is negative (positive) in one-quasiparticle
bands where g~pA is positive. Besides the calculation
within the rotating shell model, the vibrational contribu-
tions are expected to affect the B(M1) value depending
on the shell structure. ' Here we discuss the role of y vi-
bration in the present case.

The phenomenological gz is extracted from experimen-
tal data using a model without the vibrational contribu-
tions. When the contributions are negligible, the calcu-
lated gRpA and the phenomenological gz should coincide
with each other and the 8 (M 1) value should be repro-
duced within the rotating shell model. This holds well in
the present case of ' Yb (Fig. 5), where the calculated
gRpA varies from 0.292 to 0.283 as the rotational frequen-
cy increases, whereas the phenomenological g~ is
0.277+0.017. ' This result is consistent with the fact that
the collectivity of y vibration is very weak around the nu-
cleus ' Yb due to the subshell structure in the Nilsson
orbitals. In contrast, the calculated values of gRpA were
considerably larger than the phenomenological gz and
consequently the calculated 8(M1) values were larger
than the experimental ones in the case of ' Dy. ' But
this discrepancy has been solved by taking the @-
vibrational effects into account. '

Although the relation between magnetic properties and
triaxiality is not straightforward, a possible interpretation
is as follows: The coupling between the odd-quasineutron
and the y-vibrational excitation reduces the degree of
time-reversal symmetry between the signature-partner
states, i.e., the neutron pairing correlation is reduced
effectively; and consequently the moment of inertia of
neutron parts increases and the g factor of the core rotor
decreases so as to reduce the 8 (M 1 ) values.

Transition quadrupole moments deduced from 8 (E2)
values are shown in Figs. 6 and 7. Our rotating-shell-
model calculation reproduces them well. This means that
the adopted deformation parameter is adequate. The
effects of the y vibration on them have been found to be
negligible.

V. SUMMARY

The electromagnetic transition properties in the
natural-parity ground-state rotational band of ' Yb have
been studied experimentally and theoretically. All of the
observed quantities show almost no signature dependence
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as generally expected for the spin-up one-quasiparticle
bands with natural parity. Our rotating-shell-model cal-
culations reproduce both the absolute values and the sig-
nature dependence of these quantities well. The effects of
y vibration on them are shown to be negligibly small as
expected from the subshell structure in the Nilsson orbit-
als. It is also pointed out that the effects of residual in-
teractions between quasiparticles are important in order
to describe the electromagnetic properties irrespective of
the collectivity of y vibration by referring to our previous
result for ' Dy.
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APPENDIX
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The rotating-shell-model approach to odd-3 nuclei be-
comes worse at low-spin states because of the deviation
between the direction of the total angular momentum and
the cranking axis. The model of Matsuzaki, Shimizu, and
Matsuyanagi gives a method to construct the principal-

~ (geom)
& 2 —2

(PA)
Qp —z

where K is the angular momentum projection onto the
symmetry axis and assumed to be —', in the present case.
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