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The inclusive (e, e ) scattering from nuclei is studied with the assumption that the electromagnetic
production of pions from the nucleon can be described by a model consisting of the conventional
Born term and a 5-excitation term. We show that the global features of the recent data of the in-

clusive "C(e,e') reaction in the GeV energy region can be described by the following procedures:
(1) the parameters of the constructed one-body and two-body current operators are fitted to the total
cross sections of yN~mX, p(e, e'), and yd~np; (2) the medium effect on the 6 propagation is
treated according to the information extracted from the 6-hole model calculation. It is found that
the two-body mechanism of b, annihilation by the nuclear medium improves the fit to the data in the
"dip" region. The predicted magnitudes in the 5 region are lower than the data, indicating the im-

portance of more complicated multinucleon mechanisms.

In this paper we report on a study of the 5-excitation
mechanism in the inclusive ' C(e, e') reaction. Our pri-
mary interest is to examine the extent to which the recent
data' of this reaction in the GeV energy region can be re-
lated to the elementary h~mN decay and the NA~NN
transition mechanism.

Qualitatively, the approach taken in the present study
is similar to that of Laget. The starting point is a model
of the one-body current operator for describing the elec-
tromagnetic production of pions from the nucleon. It
contains a Born term deduced from a field theoretical La-
grangian and a 5-excitation term. The parameters of the
model are suitably adjusted to fit the data of yN~n. N
and p(e, e') reactions. The constructed one-body current
operator can induce a two-body mechanism that the pro-
duced pion is absorbed by a second nucleon in the nu-
cleus. The strength of the constructed two-body operator
is then determined by a mNN form factor, which is ad-
justed directly to fit the data of the y d ~np reaction. By
integrating the matrix elements of these two current
operators over the momentum distribution of the nu-
cleus, one can obtain the main features of the inclusive
(e,e') cross section. To compare with the data, it is
necessary to include the medium effects on the 6 propa-
gation.

The considered one-body current operator for pion
production [Fig. 1(a)] can be defined by its matrix ele-
ment in momentum space
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where k' and p' are, respectively, the momentum of the
pion and the nucleon. For a given incident photon four
momentum q"=(co,q), the allowed final ~N states are re-
stricted by k'+p'=q+p. All particles except the photon
are always kept on their mass shell; i.e.,
Ez(p)=(m +p )' and E„(k)=(p +k )'i2 for the nu-
cleon and the pion, respectively. This formulation is con-
sistent with the 6-hole model, ' which will be used later

to introduce a procedure for describing the medium
effects on the 6 propagation.

For simplicity, we take the Born term derived by
Laget, but regularize it with a form factor to account for
the final mN interaction
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where K is the m.N relative momentum, and Az is an ad-
justable parameter. This modification is found to be
needed in fitting the yN data since in an approach con-
sistent with the 6-hole model our parametrization of the
6 term is significantly different from Laget's form.

The 5-excitation term is expressed in terms of two ver-
tex functions
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where coo(E,pz)=(E —pz)' is the total energy in the
c.m. frame and K is the mN relative momentum. By
fitting the mN P33 phase shifts, we have mz ——1310 MeV

where E is the total energy of the system, q=k'+p' —p,
pa ——k'+p', and Ez(pz)=(m2&+p2~)'i is the energy of
the bare 6 with a mass n&. The 5 self-energy X& is also
determined from the mN~E vertex function
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FIG. 1. (a) One-body mechanism of pion production from
the nucleon, (b) two-body y NN ~NN mechanism.
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FIG. 2. The calculated p(e, e') cross sections (solid curves)
are compared with the data (Ref. 6). The dash-dotted (dotted)
curves are the individual contributions from the 4 excitation
(Born) term.
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where f tr a=6.01, AL ——358 MeV, and I is the z com-
ponent of the pion isospin. The h~N transition spin
operator S is defined by the following reduced matrix (in
the convention of Edmonds ):

Sll-,
'

& = —&-,'IIS'll-', & =2 . (6)

Ft, (q„)=F~(q„)(1+q„/t ), (8)

where E~(q')=[1—q„'/(0. 71 GeV/c)'] ' is the usual

The transition isospin operator T is also similarly defined.
The yN~A vertex is parametrized, according to the
nonrelativistic quark model, as

F»(q„)=Ft,(q„), ' (SXq)T,
1 'f rw t

(2~) mt,

with

nucleon form factor.
The range A~ of the Born term [Eq. (2}] and the

strength fr~ L of the b,-excitation term [Eq. (7)] are ad-
justed to fit the data of the total yN cross section. The
quality of our fits is comparable to that of Laget. The
resulting parameters are As ——350 Me V/c and

frN t, ——3.6. The range t of the yN~b form factor [Eq.
(8)] is determined by fitting the data of the inclusive
p(e, e') reaction. It is found that the existing data can
be reasonably described with the value t=6 GeV/c. In
Fig. 2 we show two fits to the data at E=730 and 2358
MeV. It is seen that the cross sections are dominated by
the b, excitation (dash-dotted curves), but the contribu-
tions from the Born term (dotted curves) are significant at
all energies. This completes the construction of our mod-
el of the one-body current operator for pion production.

The two-body mechanism yNN~NN [Fig. 1(b)] is as-
sumed to be dominated by the coupling to the m.NN inter-
mediate state. It is defined by the following matrix ele-
ment (spin-isospin indices are suppressed)
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The rrNN form factor h „&N(K) is defined by (10)
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FIG. 3. The calculated total cross sections of the yd ~np re-
action are compared with the data (Ref. 11).

Ez -250 MeV. The discrepancies in the lower energy re-

gion indicate the need of a more accurate description of
the final ~NN dynamics. It probably needs a unitary
m.NN calculation to resolve the problem. For our
present purpose, the fit shown in Fig. 3 justifies the use of
the model in the study of the 6 excitation in nuclei. In
this way we have determined the two-body current opera-
tor from the real photon limit. If we assume that the
model is also valid for the virtual photon case, we can
proceed to calculate the ' C(e, e') cross section.

Our main objective is to examine the extent to which
the inclusive ' C(e, e') reaction can be understood in
terms of the elementary yN ~N transition and the pionic
mechanisms defined above. We start with the impulse
approximation and use the closure approximation to sum
the one-hole and two-hole final nuclear states. The in-
clusive ' C(e, e') cross section can then be calculated from
the following equation:

where K is the m.N relative momentum evaluated from k
and p2 and f~zN /4m =0.081.

The parameter A z~ is adjusted to fit the total cross
section of the yd ~np reaction. The calculation is done
by integrating the usual one-body nucleonic current ma-
trix element (also given explicitly in Ref. 2) and the two-
body matrix element Eq. (9) over the deuteron ground-
state wave function. With A z~ ——1000 MeV/c, our fit is
shown in Fig. 3. The model can give a reasonable
description of the data in the 5-excitation energy region
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where the subindices N, Nm, and NN denote, respective-
ly, the contributions from the elementary eN~e'N',
eN~e'N'm, and eN, N2~e'N&Nz processes. The first
two terms lead to one-hole final nuclear states and can be
written explicitly as follows:
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~nIJ(p) is the shell-model harmonic oscillator radial wave function with b=1.64 fm. The single nucleon cross
section in the right-hand side of Eq. (12) is evaluated from the standard y N~N current operator given explicitly in
Ref. (2). The single nucleon cross section in Eq. (13) is evaluated from the one-body current operator defined by Eqs.
(1)—(8). In both calculations the Fermi motion of the nucleon is taken into account by evaluating the single nucleon
cross sections at the kinematics that the initial nucleon is moving with a momentum p. This is essential in describing
the widths of the (e, e') cross sections to be discussed later.

The last term in Eq. (11) is evaluated from the two-body matrix element Eq. (9). Separating the relative and the
center-of-mass parts of the harmonic wave functions for the initial two nucleons in ' C, we have
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FIG. 7. The calculated "C(e,e') cross sections (solid curves)
are compared with the data (Refs. 1 and 12). The dashed curves
are from the quasifree nucleonic process [Eq. (12)] normalized
to the nucleon quasifree peaks in co(200 MeV regions. The
dotted curves are from the quasifree 6 production [Eq. (13)].
The dash-dotted curves are from the yNN~NN two-body pro-
cess [Eq. (14)].

from its value in free space. This procedure is known to
be not very accurate in the study of pion nucleus scatter-
ing because of the large contributions from the Pauli and
coherent scattering from the ground state. But, as found
by Koch and Ohtsuka these two terms tend to cancel
each other in the (e, e') kinematics and the dominant
medium effect is from the spreading potential which de-
scribes the annihilation of the 5 by the nuclear matter.
In this case the simple procedure of shifting the 6 self-

energy is expected to work. In Fig. 5 we show that if we
add a shift Va=( 3—0 i4—0) MeV in the 6 propagator,
our calculation of the quasifree 5 production reproduces
that of Koch and Ohtsuka.

With the above simple procedure of treating medium
effects, we obtain the results shown in Fig. 6. In addition
to the new data' at GeV energies, we also compare our
predictions with the data' at lower energies. In these
calculations, we normalize the pure nucleonic contribu-
tion [Eq. (12)] to the data at the quasifree peaks in the en-

ergy region below the pion production threshold. The
needed normalization factors are about 0.8 as can be seen
in Fig. 4. This procedure is known to be inadequate in

providing a correct microscopic interpretation of the nu-
cleon quasifree process, but it should be suScient for pro-
viding a qualitative estimate of its contribution relative to
the contribution from the 6 excitation. We see that the
main discrepancies are in the "dip" region. The calculat-
ed magnitudes and shapes in the 5 regions are reasonable
in the comparisons with the data.

We now show in Fig. 7. the contributions from each
term of Eq. (11). The dashed curves are the contributions
from the pure nucleonic quasifree process [Eq. (12)). The
cross sections are clearly dominated by the quasifree 4
production (dotted curves), obtained from keeping only
the b, term in the calculation of Eq. (12). It is interesting
to note that the two-body mechanism (dash-dotted),
mainly due to the aNN~Nb, ~NN annihilation mecha-
nism in the calculation of Eq. (14), helps to shift the posi-
tions of the 5 peaks and to reduce the discrepancies with
the data in the "dip" region. The calculated widths are
also comparable to the data. However, the calculated
magnitudes are lower than the data in all cases. The
problem in the "dip" region is not resolved.

In summary, we have shown that it is possible to relate
the elementary h~n. N decay and NA~NN processes to
the inclusive (e,e') reaction from nuclei. By appropriate-
ly determining the parameters of the Born term and the
b -excitation term from the fit to the yN and yd data, one
can reproduce the main features of the inclusive (e, e')
data. The simple procedure of shifting the 5 self-energy
by ( 30 f40—) Me—V, suggested by the result of the b, -hole
calculation, ' seems su%cient to account for the medium
effect on the 5 propagation. The remaining discrepancies
seen in Figs. 6 and 7 suggest that the multinucleon n.(b )

absorption mechanism probably needs to be considered.
The same observation was also made in the study of pion
absorption by nuclei. '
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