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We report the results of a study of the yrast excitation spectrum for ?'*Rn via the
208pp(4C,a2n)?'°Rn reaction. Measurements of y-y coincidences, y-ray angular distributions, and
y-x-ray coincidences were made. We propose a level spectrum up to J"=(10%) which does not ex-
hibit the alternating parity structure observed in several isotopes of radium and thorium. From an
examination of information on *!°Rn and the neighboring nuclei, we can tentatively determine that
the radon isotopes of masses 216 to 222 and the N =128 isotones 2'°Ra and 2*Th define a lower
mass boundary of a region beyond which static intrinsic reflection asymmetric shapes may exist in

the nuclear ground states.

It has been conjectured? that static intrinsic reflection
asymmetric shapes exist in the ground states of a number
of isotopes of radium and thorium. Such a shape can
arise from an alpha particle clustering configuration' or a
static octupole shape component.? Although these two
nuclear configurations differ in detail, their excitation
spectra are predicted to be nearly identical. Each reflec-
tion asymmetric configuration would lead to alternating
parity yrast sequences such as those which are indeed ob-
served in 2'%220Ra (Refs. 3—7) and 2%°722°Th (Refs.
8—11). The nuclei 2'®Ra (Ref. 12) and 2'®*Th,'° however,
do not display the alternating parity structure and conse-
quently define lower mass limits on the region in which
these shapes may exist for their respective isotopic chains.
Clearly, it is of interest to establish how far this region ex-
tends along the proton number axis. In this paper, we re-
port on a search for yrast states of 2!®Rn produced via the
208ph(14C, @2n)?'%Rn reaction; with this study, 2'°Rn be-
comes the lightest N =130 isotone studied with a heavy-
ion-induced reaction.

Our experimental measurements included y-y coin-
cidences, y-ray angular distributions, and y-x-ray coin-
cidences; all were performed using '*C beams of 67—68
MeV from the Brookhaven National Laboratory MP7
Tandem Van de Graaff accelerator and a thick (50
mg/cm?) target of enriched 2°Pb. For the y-y experi-
ment, one HPGe n-type detector of 20% efficiency and
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two Ge(Li) detectors of 22% and 19% efficiency were
used; each had a resolution of 2.0—2.1 keV FWHM at
1.33 MeV. A total of 1.7x10% coincidence events were
collected on magnetic tape for off-line analysis. The y-
ray angular distributions were studied with both a planar
Ge detector (resolution 700 eV at 122 keV) and a
Compton-suppressed spectrometer. The latter consisted
of a HPGe n-type detector (33% efficiency and 2.5 keV
resolution FWHM at 1.33 MeV) placed in the central cav-
ity of a 24.5 cmx20.3 cm Nal(T]) crystal, which was
operated in anticoincidence with the Ge detector. The
Compton-suppressed system was used to measure y rays
of energies greater than 400 keV for which the efficiency
of the planar Ge detector was small. Data were taken at
six angles between 0° and 90°. Both the planar Ge detec-
tor and a HPGe n-type detector (20% efficiency and 2.1
keV resolution FWHM at 1.33 MeV) were utilized for the
y-x-ray experiment. Results from these experiments on
the excitation spectra of 2!°Ra (produced by the 3n reac-
tion channel) and *°Ra (the 2n channel) have been pub-
lished previously.® '3

An excited state of 2'®Rn at 465+4 keV was reported
from an earlier study of the alpha particle decay of *°Ra
and was tentatively assigned'* J"=27. Our y-ray spec-
trum exhibits a peak at 461.9 keV, an energy consistent
with the alpha particle decay measurement, which had not
been assigned to a particular one of the 2n, 3n, or 4n eva-
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poration channels. A positive identification of this y ray
with Z =86 was based on the x-ray spectrum, shown in
Fig. 1, measured in coincidence with the 461.9 keV peak.
The energy scale of Fig. 1 has been compressed, corre-
sponding to an effective dispersion of 2 keV per channel.
This dispersion is nevertheless sufficient to distinguish the
Ka x-ray doublet of Rn from the Ka x-ray doublets of Fr
and Ra, respectively, and is also adequate to eliminate the
possibility that the peak we observed results from acciden-
tal coincidences with K3 x rays from the Pb target.

The y-ray spectrum gated on the 461.9 keV transition is
shown in Fig. 2. Three strong transitions at 378.9, 385.4,
and 419.4 keV and a weaker one at 465.9 keV all appear
to occur in cascade with the 461.9 keV y ray. The 205.1,
234.3, 294.8, and 414.0 keV y rays from 2'°Ra appear
weakly in this spectrum because of contamination of the
461.9 keV peak by adjacent strong 2!°Ra peaks in the gat-
ing spectrum.

The assigned ordering of transitions in the cascade (see
Fig. 3) is based on their intensities in the spectrum coin-
cident with the 461.9 keV y ray. The angular distribution
data (see Table I) are consistent with the 385.4 and 461.9
keV transitions being of stretched quadrupole character;
the other three members of the cascade are obscured in
the y-ray singles spectrum by doublets from stronger
channels. Consequently, the tentative spin assignments
given for energy levels above the 461.9 keV state are based
on the systematic behavior of neighboring nuclei. The
yrast spectra of these neighbors suggest that the level at
840.8 keV has J™=3" or 4. The 47 state is populated
more strongly than the 3~ state in heavy-ion studies of
the radium and thorium isotopes, so we make the tenta-
tive assignment J7=(4%). Similar arguments lead us to
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FIG. 1. The x-ray spectrum (after background subtraction) in
coincidence with the 461.9 keV y ray assigned to 2'*Rn. The en-
ergy scale has been compressed, corresponding to a dispersion of
2 keV per channel. The expected centroids of the unresolved
Ka;+Ka, x rays are indicated for gsRn, g;Fr, and ggRa. The
Ka; and Ka, energies are indicated in parentheses.
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FIG. 2. The y-ray spectrum (after background subtraction)
in coincidence with the 461.9 keV y ray. The peaks labeled by
their energies (given in keV) correspond to cascade transitions
through the 461.9 keV level of 2!Rn.

favor the assignments of 6" (instead of 57) for the 1226.2
keV level and 87 (instead of 77) for the 1645.6 keV level.

Further support for these assignments can be inferred
from the observation that the low-lying J"=3" states in
218Rn and ?*°Rn are 300 keV higher in excitation energy
than the corresponding states in 2*°Ra and **’Ra. If the
lowest energy negative parity states in 2!°Rn are displaced
a similar amount with respect to those in 218Ra, then these
states would be nonyrast in 216Rn. In such a case, we
would expect to observe the negative parity states in 2!Rn
only weakly in the heavy-ion fusion-evaporation reaction
used for this study.

Our final level spectrum is shown in Fig. 3; the indicat-
ed transition intensities are corrected for the internal elec-
tron conversion.!>!® The intensity of the 461.9 keV y ray
is deduced directly from y-ray singles spectra and, there-
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FIG. 3. Systematic behavior of excitation spectra in the

N =130 isotones and Rn isotopes (Refs. 4, 8, and 17—23).
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TABLE L. Properties of y rays observed in >'Rn.

E?’ (keV)? A2 A4 be I‘rrc Jf—)J,'
378.9¢ 67(4) 68(6) (41)—2%
385.4 0.27(6) —0.11(14) 59(3) 60(3) (617)—(41)
419.4° 56(3) 57(5) (8t)—(6™)
461.9 0.10(4) —0.08(9) 100(5) 100(5) 2t 07"
465.9¢ 13(2) (107)—(8%)

?Energies are accurate to +0.2 keV.

Bare y-ray intensity relative to 461.9 keV gamma ray.
‘Intensity (including internal conversion) relative to 461.9 keV transition.

dDoublet in *'°Ra.
*Doublet in *'*Ra.

fore, includes the expected yield from the alpha-particle
decay of 22°Ra. From measurements of the relative yields
of 2'®Rn and ?*°Ra and the previously reported rates of
alpha-particle decay from 2?°Ra to states of ?'°Rn,'* we
estimate that 8% of the intensity quoted for the 461.9
keV vy ray results from the alpha-particle decay.

In conclusion, we find no evidence for alternating pari-
ty structure in 2'®Rn up to J =8. This observation is con-
sistent with the hypothesis that 2'Rn defines, for the
N =130 isotones, a lower mass limit on the region in
which static intrinsic reflection asymmetric shapes may
exist in the ground state. Although no high-spin informa-
tion is available for the heavier Rn isotopes, some spectro-
scopic information is known for 2!%220:222Rn from studies
of alpha-particle decay.!”~!° In Ref. 20 it was noted that

the relative positions of the 17 and 3 states strongly
favor an octupole vibrational interpretation over the hy-
pothesis of static reflection asymmetric shapes for these
three isotopes. Therefore, the chain of Rn isotopes of
mass 216—222 quite likely forms, together with the
N =128 isotones *'®Ra and ?'*Th, a lower mass boundary
on a region of possible static intrinsic reflection asym-
metric ground state shapes.
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