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Investigation of pseudospin and spin symmetries in relativistic mean field theory combined
with a similarity renormalization group approach
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Similarity renormalization group (SRG) is combined with the relativistic mean-field (RMF) theory, the
Schrödinger-like Hamiltonian describing the motion of nucleon is obtained. The Hamiltonian with the scalar and
vector potential from the self-consistent RMF calculations is used to explore the pseudospin and spin symmetries
and their evolution with mass number for Sn isotopes. The contribution of every term to the pseudospin (spin)
energy splitting is extracted. The spin energy splitting comes almost entirely from spin-orbit coupling, whereas
the pseudospin energy splitting is also dominated by nonrelativistic and dynamical terms. The magnitude of the
splitting is related to the radial, angular, and isospin quantum numbers of the doublet. The isospin dependence
of pseudospin (spin) symmetry comes from the nonrelativistic term (the spin-orbit coupling). The pseudospin
symmetry of neutron is superior to that of proton from the weakening of nonrelativistic and dynamical breaking.
These results are helpful to understand the origin and breaking mechanism of pseudospin and spin symmetries.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Pseudospin and spin symmetries play a critical role at
many physical phenomena [1,2]. The introduction of spin-
symmetry (SS) breaking successfully explains the existence
of magic numbers in atomic nuclei. The accompanying
consequence is the emergence of two quasidegenerate single-
particle states with quantum numbers of (n − 1, l + 2, j =
l + 3/2) and (n, l, j = l + 1/2) in heavy nuclei. In analogy
to the SS, the quasidegeneracy states are defined as the pseu-
dospin doublet with quantum numbers (ñ = n − 1, l̃ = l +
1, j = l̃ ± 1/2) [3,4]. The introduction of pseudospin sym-
metry (PSS) can explain many nuclear structure phenomena,
such as deformed bands [5], superdeformed bands [6], mag-
netic moments [7–11], and identical bands [12–15]. Because
of these successes, physicists have attempted to understand
the origin of this symmetry. In Ref. [16], a helicity unitary
transformation is introduced to map a normal state (l, s) to a
pseudostate (l̃, s̃). A special proportional relationship between
the coefficients of spin-orbit and orbit-orbit terms was found
to be responsible for the emergence of PSS [17]. From the
Dirac equation given by the relativistic mean field (RMF) the-
ory, PSS was confirmed to be a relativistic symmetry and be
exact when the sum of scalar potential S and vector potential
V equals to zero [18]. The condition is relaxed to d� /dr = 0
in Refs. [19,20], and the spin symmetry in the antinucleon
spectrum was found by charge conjugation transformation
[20]. Further exploration of spin symmetry in antinucleon
spectrum was presented in Refs. [21,22]. In Ref. [23], the
Dirac Hamiltonian was shown to possess SU(2) with SU(2)
algebra established in the PSS and SS limit. Furthermore,
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U(3) symmetry [24] and chiral symmetry [25,26] were found
in the Dirac Hamiltonian with special potentials in the PSS
and SS limit. The supersymmetry of the Dirac Hamiltonian
was investigated in Refs. [27–29]. Pseudospin symmetry in
nucleon-nucleus scattering was researched in Refs. [30,31].
Also the phase shifts in nucleon-nucleon scattering are ana-
lyzed to show that pseudospin symmetry is better conserved
in T = 1 phase shifts than in T = 0 phase sifts which demon-
strates on a fundamental level why pseudspin symmetry
conservation improves for heavy nuclei [32,33]. Moreover,
it has also been found that the PSS and SS exist in resonant
states [34,35].

In Refs. [22,36], it was pointed out that the pseudospin
symmetry arises from the mutual cancellation of the en-
ergy splittings contributed by different components in the
Schrödinger-like Hamiltonian and PSS possesses a dynamical
character. The conclusion was also discussed in Refs. [37,38].
Unfortunately, it was inevitable to encounter the singularity in
calculating the contribution of every component to the pseu-
dospin splitting and the coupling between the operator and its
eigenenergy in solving the Schrödinger-like equation for the
lower component of the Dirac spinor. To avoid these defects,
we have applied the similarity renormalization group (SRG) to
transform the Dirac Hamiltonian into a diagonal form [39,40].
Because all the defects in the usual decoupling, such as the
singularity and coupling, disappear, it is very appropriate to
use this Hamiltonian analyzing pseudospin and spin symme-
tries. The quality of pseudospin approximation is shown to
be related to the competition between the spin-orbit coupling
and dynamical effect [41–43]. To improve the accuracy of the
usual SRG, a reconstituted SRG method was proposed using
the resummation technique in Ref. [44]. The results were
compared with those obtained by Foldy-Wouthuysen trans-
formation and SRG method [45]. In Ref. [46], we explored
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the contributions from the various mesons and photon fields
to the PSS. The relationship between the pseudospin energy
splitting and these mesons and photon fields was checked
in the framework of RMF theory. The origin of PSS and its
breaking mechanism were explored by combining supersym-
metry quantum mechanics, perturbation theory, and the SRG
method in Ref. [47]. In Ref. [48], the roles of Coulomb and ρ

potentials were investigated at the pseudospin energy splitting
for Sn isotopes. The influences of the different mesons and
photon fields on the PSS and SS were investigated with the
SRG method [49]. Sun et al. have applied the Green’s func-
tion method to solve the Dirac equation with a Woods-Saxon
potential and investigated the SS and PSS in single-particle
resonant states [50]. Alberto et al. [36] have studied isospin
asymmetry in the PSS and indicated that the PSS is better
realized for neutrons than for protons in the bound states.
More researches on the PSS and SS can be seen in the reviews
[51,52]. Recently, the PSS and SS of single-particle reso-
nant states for Pb isotopes, the influence of different meson
fields on the PSS in single-neutron resonant states, and the
dependence of PSS on shape of potential in resonant states
have been explored [53–55]. Considering the RMF theory is
very successful in describing many phenomena of nuclei, we
combine SRG into RMF to explore the origin and breaking
mechanism of PSS and SS, and their dependencies on isospin.
In Sec. II, we state the theoretical framework. The numerical
details and results are presented in Sec. III. A summary is
given in Sec. IV.

II. FORMALISM

For the convenience of readers, we sketch the theoretical
formalism. The basic ansatz of the RMF model is a La-
grangian density, which nucleons are described as the Dirac
particles with the interactions via the exchange of mesons (σ ,
ω, and ρ) and photon,

L = ψ̄ (iγ μ∂μ − M − gσ σ − gωγ μωμ − gργ
μ�τ �ρμ

− e
1 − τ3

2
γ μAμ)ψ + 1

2
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where M is the nucleon mass, and mσ , gσ , mω, gω, mρ, and gρ

are masses and coupling constants of the respective mesons.
The field tensors for the vector mesons and photons are de-
fined as


μν = ∂μων − ∂νωμ,

�Rμν = ∂μ�ρν − ∂ν �ρμ − gρ (�ρμ × �ρν ),

Fμν = ∂μAν − ∂νAμ. (2)

By the classical variational principle, the Dirac equation for
nucleon is obtained as

{�α · �p + V (�r) + β[M + S(�r)]}ψ (�r) = εψ (�r), (3)

where V (�r) and S(�r) are the vector and scalar potentials,
respectively [56,57]. For the spherical nuclei, the Dirac spinor
reads

ψ (r) =
(
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)
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(4)
where Y l

jm(ϑ, ϕ, s) is the spin spherical harmonics. Then, the
Dirac equation is simplified to the form(
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with the Hamiltonian,

H = βM + �α · �p + (βS + V ), (6)

where S and V represent the scalar potential and vector po-
tential, respectively. In order to transform H into a diagonal
form, we utilize Wegner’s formulation of the SRG [58]. The
initial Hamiltonian H is transformed by the unitary operator
U (l ) according to

H (l ) = U (l )HU †(l ), H (0) = H, (7)

where l is a flow parameter. By differentiating Eq. (7), the
flow equation is obtained as

d

dl
H (l ) = [η(l ), H (l )], (8)

with the generator,

η(l ) = dU (l )

dl
U †(l ) = −η†(l ). (9)

The choice of generator η(l ) should achieve the goal of the
off-diagonal matrix elements decay. A good choice based on
Wegner’s theory is defined by η(l ) = [Hd (l ), H (l )], where
Hd (l ) is the diagonal part of H (l ) [58]. For the Dirac Hamil-
tonian (7), it is appropriate to choose η(l ) = [βM, H (l )] [39].
Using η(l ) chosen, H (l ) can evolve into a diagonal form when
l → ∞. We use the technique in Ref. [39] and obtain the
diagonalized Dirac operator as

HD =
(

HP + M 0
0 −HC

P − M

)
, (10)

where

HP = H0 + Hd + Hc + Hk + Hw. (11)

The expressions of these five Hermitian components are
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2M
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.
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H0 corresponds to the operator describing a Dirac particle
in the nonrelativistic limit. The spin-orbit interaction and
the dynamical effect are reflected in Hc and Hd , respec-
tively. Hk represents the relativistic modification of kinetic
energy. Hw can denote the Darwin term. HP is an operator
describing Dirac particle with p2 = − d2

dr2 + κ (κ+1)
r2 , HC

P is the

charge-conjugation of HP with p2 = − d2

dr2 + κ (κ−1)
r2 [21,22].

The primes and double primes in HP, respectively, denote
first-order and second-order derivatives with respect to r.
Obviously, the singularity disappears in every component of
Eq. (11), and all the terms in HP are Hermitian. In addition,
there is no coupling between the energy ε and the operator HP.
Thus, the energy spectra of HP can be calculated conveniently.
The energy spectra of HP are calculated by expansion with a
set of harmonic-oscillator functions. The contribution of the
operator Oi to the energy-level Ek is calculated by the formula
〈k|Oi|k〉 = ∫

ψ∗
k Oiψkd3�r, where k marks the single-particle

state considered.

III. NUMERICAL DETAILS AND RESULTS

Based on the previous formulism, we perform the RMF-
SRG calculations for Sn isotopes. With the available single-
particle levels, we explore the PSS and SS. The obtained
energies for neutron and proton are plotted in Figs. 1 and 2, re-
spectively. For the neutron single-particle states, the energies
increase with increasing mass number for those states far from
the continuum threshold, whereas that is opposite for those
states near the continuum threshold. There appears a small
kink in several bound levels, and several large energy gaps
between some levels, such as 1g7/2 and 1g9/2. Of particular
note is the level inversion in the states 2 f5/2 and 3p3/2, which
has an important consequence for the PSS and SS. Unlike
the neutron case, except for a few small kinks, the proton
single-particle energies decrease with increasing mass number
for all the available single-particle states. Furthermore, the
speed of energy decreasing with increasing mass number is
faster for the proton than that for neutron, which indicates that
the proton single-particle energy is more sensitive to isospin.
Moveover, the energy-level order of the proton is different
from that of the neutron near the continuum threshold, which
reflects that the PSS and SS are isospin dependent.

To understand the physical mechanism of SS and its corre-
lation with isospin, we extract the energy splitting between the
spin doublets for Sn isotopes. The energy splitting contributed
by every term in Hp and their variations with mass number
are plotted in Figs. 3–5. For all the neutron spin doublets,
the energy splitting and its variation with mass number is
nearly identical to that contributed by the spin-orbit term. Al-
though the energy splitting contributed by the nonrelativistic
and dynamical terms are strong, they are nearly the same
in magnitude, but opposite in sign, which results that their
contributions to the total energy splitting almost cancel out
each other. Comparably, the energy splitting contributed by
the other term is negligible.

Although the spin-orbit coupling plays a key role in
the SS breaking, the role of nonrelativistic and dynam-

FIG. 1. Neutron single-particle energies and their evolution to
mass number for Sn isotopes. The energies are obtained in the RMF-
SRG calculations with the NL3 interaction.

ical terms cannot be ignored because of their important
contributions to single-particle energy levels. For the spin
doublets (1p1/2, 1p3/2), (1d3/2, 1d5/2), (1 f5/2, 1 f7/2), and
(1g7/2, 1g9/2), the dynamical term destroys spin symmetry,
whereas the nonrelativistic term improves SS. For the dou-
blet (2p1/2, 2p3/2), the spin energy splitting contributed by
the nonrelativistic term changes from a negative value to a
positive value whereas that by the dynamical term changes
from a positive value to a negative value with increasing mass
number. For the doublets far from the threshold, the spin
energy splitting caused by the nonrelativistic term (the dynam-
ical term) are changed to positive (negative) for the 2d3/2 and
2d5/2 partners. Namely, the improvement or breaking from the
nonrelativistic term (the dynamical term) to the SS depends on
the quantum number of the doublets and isospin.

The magnitude of energy splitting is correlated with the
quantum numbers of the doublets. For the spin doublets with
the same radial quantum number, the energy splitting caused
by the spin-orbit term increases with increasing orbital an-
gular momentum. For example, the energy splitting between
the 1d3/2 and 1d5/2 partners is two times more than that of
the doublet (1p1/2, 1p3/2). The similar case also appears in
the other spin partners. For the spin doublets with the same
orbital angular momentum, the energy splitting caused by

054313-3



BO HUANG, JIAN-YOU GUO, AND SHOU-WAN CHEN PHYSICAL REVIEW C 105, 054313 (2022)

FIG. 2. The same as Fig. 1 but for proton single-particle levels.

the spin-orbit term increases with increasing radial quantum
number. For instance, the energy splitting between the 2p1/2

and the 2p3/2 partners is two times more than that of the

FIG. 3. Contribution of every term in HP to the spin energy split-
ting for the neutron spin doublets (1p1/2, 1p3/2) and (1d3/2, 1d5/2),
and their evolutions to mass number for the Sn isotopes where “non-
relati,” “dynamic,” spin-orbit, and other denotes the nonrelativistic
term, the dynamical term, the spin-orbit term, and the other term,
respectively. The “total” marks a sum of the spin energy splitting.

FIG. 4. The same as Fig. 3 but for the neutron spin doublets
(1 f5/2, 1 f7/2) and (1g7/2, 1g9/2).

doublet (1p1/2, 1p3/2). Moreover, we have also observed that
the energy of the single-particle state with the quantum num-
bers (n, l, j = l − 1/2) is larger than that with the quantum
numbers (n, l, j = l + 1/2), which means that the single-
particle state with higher total angular momentum is more
stable than its spin partner.

With the increasing of the mass number, the spin en-
ergy splitting increases for the two deeply bound doublets
(1p1/2, 1p3/2) and (1d3/2, 1d5/2). For the energy levels closer
to the continuum threshold, the energy splitting varies from
increasing to almost constant to decreasing with increasing
mass number. Especially for the energy levels very close to the
continuum threshold as the (2p1/2, 2p3/2) and (2d3/2, 2d5/2)
there appears a kink around A = 150. After A = 150, the
energy splitting becomes increasing and then decreasing with

FIG. 5. The same as Fig. 3 but for the neutron spin doublets
(2p1/2, 2p3/2) and (2d3/2, 2d5/2).
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FIG. 6. The energy splitting of neutron pseudospin doublets
(2s1/2, 1d3/2) and (2p3/2, 1 f5/2) as a function of mass number for Sn
isotopes where nonrelati, dynamic, spin-orbit, and other denote the
nonrelativistic term, the dynamical term, the spin-orbit term, and the
other term, respectively. The total marks a sum of the pseudospin
energy splitting.

increasing mass number. Namely, the isospin dependence of
SS is related to the quantum number of the doublet.

These indicate that the breaking of SS mainly comes from
the spin-orbit interaction, and the quality of SS is correlated
with the quantum numbers of the doublets as well as isospin.
The roles of nonrelativistic and dynamical terms does also
play an important role at SS. Their influences on the SS is
related to the quantum number of the doublets as well as
isospin.

Next, we explore the physical mechanism of PSS and its
dependence on isospin. The contribution of every term in
Hp to the pseudospin energy splitting and its evolution to
mass number are displayed in Figs. 6–8 for all the available
neutron pseudospin doublets. The variation of pseudospin
energy splitting with mass number is quite consistent with
that contributed by the nonrelativistic term, but the magnitude
of splitting is significantly different. In addition to the con-
tribution of the nonrelativistic term, the dynamical term and
spin-orbit coupling also contribute significantly to the pseu-
dospin energy splitting. Similar to the spin energy splitting,
the contribution from the other term to pseudospin energy
splitting is insignificant.

The nonrelativistic term always destroys the PSS. The
magnitude of the destruction is very large, i.e., there is
no PSS in the nonrelativistic limit. The spin-orbit term al-
ways improves the PSS. However, the dynamical term plays
a role at destroying PSS for the doublets (2s1/2, 1d3/2),
(2p3/2, 1 f5/2), and (2d5/2, 1g7/2), and improving PSS for
the doublets (2 f7/2, 1h9/2), (3s1/2, 2d3/2), and (3p3/2, 2 f5/2).
Whether improvement or breaking from the dynamical term
depends on the particular pseudospin doublet.

For the pseudospin doublets with the same radial quan-
tum number, the energy splitting decreases with increasing

FIG. 7. The same as Fig. 6 but for the energy splitting for neutron
pseudospin doublets (2d5/2, 1g7/2) and (2 f7/2, 1h9/2).

orbital angular momentum. For example, the energy splitting
between the doublet (2d5/2, 1g7/2) is more than three times
that of the doublet (2 f7/2, 1h9/2). For the pseudospin doublets
with the same orbital angular momentum, the energy splitting
decreases with increasing radial quantum number. For in-
stance, the energy splitting between the doublet (2s1/2, 1d3/2)
is more than three times that of the doublet (3s1/2, 2d3/2).
For the doublet closer to the continuum, there appears inver-
sion in the pseudospin energy splitting. The energy splitting
evolves from En,l, j=l+1/2 > En−1,l+2, j=l+3/2 to En,l, j=l+1/2 <

En−1,l+2, j=l+3/2 with increasing orbital angular momentum
as seen for the doublets (3s1/2, 2d3/2) and (3p3/2, 2 f5/2) and
indicated in Refs. [38,59–61]. This inversion is mainly due
to the evolution of the dynamical term from improvement to
destruction for the PSS.

FIG. 8. The same as Fig. 6 but for the energy splitting for neutron
pseudospin doublets (3s1/2, 2d3/2) and (3p3/2, 2 f5/2).
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FIG. 9. The same as Fig. 3 but for the energy splittings for proton
spin partners (1p1/2, 1p3/2) and (1d3/2, 1d5/2).

With the increasing of mass number, the PSS becomes
better for all the doublets with several exceptions, which agree
the result in Refs. [53,62,63]. Since the pseudospin energy
splittings contributed by the spin-orbit term and the dynamical
term are insensitive to mass number, the isospin dependence
of PSS mainly originates from the nonrelativistic term. It is
worth noting that there appears kink on the curve of pseu-
dospin energy splitting as a function of mass number after
A = 150 for the doublets (2s1/2, 1d3/2), (3s1/2, 2d3/2), and
(3p3/2, 2 f5/2). The kink is mainly due to the contribution of
the nonrelativistic term. The dynamical term has a consider-
able influence on the kink.

These indicate that the PSS originates from the relativistic
effect. The nonrelativistic, spin-orbit coupling, and dynamical
terms play important role at PSS. The quality of PSS is cor-
related with the quantum numbers of the doublets as well as
isospin.

To understand better the isospin dependence of relativis-
tic symmetry, we explore the PSS and SS for the proton
single-particle states. In Figs. 9–11, we show the spin energy
splitting contributed by every term in Hp for all the available
proton spin doublets. The variation of energy splitting with
mass number is similar to that of neutron. The spin energy
splitting and its evolution to mass number are almost entirely
dominated by the spin-orbit term. The contributions of non-
relativistic and dynamic terms to spin energy splitting cancel
each other out.

For the spin doublets with the same radial quan-
tum number, the doublets with lower angular momen-
tum have better SS. With the increasing of mass num-
ber, the spin energy splitting increases for the doublets
(1p1/2, 1p3/2) and (1d3/2, 1d5/2), whereas decreases for the
doublets (1 f5/2, 1 f7/2) and (1g7/2, 1g9/2). For the dou-
blets (2p1/2, 2p3/2) and (2d3/2, 2d5/2), there appears a kink
around A = 150 in the curve of spin energy splitting as
a function of mass number. Before A = 150, the energy
splitting decreases with increasing mass number. After

FIG. 10. The same as Fig. 3 but for the energy splittings for
proton spin partners (1 f5/2, 1 f7/2 ) and (1g7/2, 1g9/2).

A = 150, the energy splitting becomes increasing and then
decreasing with increasing mass number. Namely, the isospin
dependence of SS breaking is related to the quantum number
of the doublet.

Compared with neutron, the energy splitting between the
proton spin doublets is slightly larger than that of neutron spin
doublets due to slightly stronger spin-orbit coupling.

In the following, we explore the PSS for the proton single
particle states. The variation of energy splitting with mass
number is shown in Figs. 12–14. Similar to the case of the
neutron, the nonrelativistic term always destroys the PSS,
and the spin-orbit term always improves the PSS for all the
pseudospin doublets considered. Unlike the neutron case, the
dynamical term always destroys the PSS for all the pseudospin
doublets. For the doublets (2 f7/2, 1h9/2) and (3s1/2, 2d3/2), the

FIG. 11. The same as Fig. 3 but for the energy splittings for
proton spin partners (2p1/2, 2p3/2) and (2d3/2, 2d5/2).
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FIG. 12. The same as Fig. 6 but for the energy splitting for proton
pseudospin partners (2s1/2, 1d3/2) and (2p3/2, 1 f5/2) .

dynamical term plays a role at improving the PSS for neutron,
whereas destroying the PSS for the proton.

The variation of the total energy splitting with the mass
number is quite consistent with that of the energy splitting
contributed by the nonrelativistic term. The magnitude of
energy splitting depends on the dynamical term and the spin-
orbit coupling. Except for the small anomaly, the energy
splitting decreases with increasing mass number, which means
that the PSS is better in neutron-richer nuclei.

Compared with neutron, the PSS for proton is relatively
worse since the energy splittings by the nonrelativistic and
dynamical terms are stronger. For example, the energy split-
ting between the doublet (2d5/2, 1g7/2) is 1 to 2 MeV larger
for proton than that for neutron, which is consistent with this
finding in Ref. [64].

FIG. 13. The same as Fig. 6 but for the energy splitting for proton
pseudospin partners (2d5/2, 1g7/2) and (2 f7/2, 1h9/2 ).

FIG. 14. The same as Fig. 6 but for the energy splitting for proton
pseudospin partner (3s1/2, 2d3/2).

IV. SUMMARY

The SRG is combined with the RMF theory, and the
Schrödinger-like Hamiltonian describing the motion of nu-
cleon is obtained. This Hamiltonian consists of five terms,
they are the nonrelativistic term, the spin-orbit coupling, the
dynamical term, the relativistic modification of kinetic energy,
and the Darwin term. All these terms are Hermitian. Combin-
ing the scalar and vector potentials from the self-consistent
RMF calculations into this Hamiltonian, the contribution of
every term to pseudospin (spin) energy splitting is extracted,
and the origin and breaking mechanism of PSS and SS are
explored. Sn isotopes are chosen as illustrated examples, the
variations of pseudospin and spin energy splitting with mass
number are checked, and the dependence of this symmetries
on isospin is investigated.

For all the neutron spin doublets, the energy splitting and
its variation with mass number are nearly identical to those
contributed by the spin-orbit term. The breaking of SS mainly
comes from the spin-orbit interaction. The energy splitting
contributed by the nonrelativistic and dynamical terms are
nearly the same in magnitude but opposite in sign, and their
contributions to the total energy splitting almost cancel out
each other. The magnitude of energy splitting increases with
increasing angular momentum (radial quantum number) for
the doublets with the same radial quantum number (angular
momentum). The change in SS breaking with mass number is
different for different doublets, and this isospin dependence is
dominated by spin-orbit interactions.

For all the neutron pseudospin doublets, the variation of
energy splitting with the mass number is quite consistent with
that contributed by nonrelativistic term, but the magnitude
of energy splitting is severely different. The energy splitting
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contributed by nonrelativistic term is extraordinarily large,
i.e., there is no PSS in nonrelativistic limit. The spin-orbit
coupling greatly reduces pseudospin energy splitting. The dy-
namical term evolves from breaking to improving PSS, and
even reversing pseudospin splitting for the doublets closer
to the continuum threshold. The PSS becomes better with
increasing mass number for all the doublets with several ex-
ceptions. The isospin dependence of PSS is determined by the
nonrelativistic term.

Similar to the case of the neutron, the energy splitting
between the proton spin doublet and its variation with mass
number are almost same to those contributed by the spin-orbit
term. The breaking of SS mostly comes from the spin-orbit
interaction. Comparably, the energy splitting between the pro-
ton doublet is slightly larger than that of the neutron. The
magnitude of SS breaking is isospin dependent and related
to the quantum numbers of the doublet.

Similarly, for the proton pseudospin doublets, the variation
of energy splitting with the mass number is quite consis-
tent with that contributed by the nonrelativistic term, but the
magnitude of energy splitting is significantly changed by the
dynamical term and the spin-orbit coupling. The dynamical
term always destroys the PSS, which is not exactly the same

as that of neutron. Compared with neutron, the PSS for proton
is relatively worse since the energy splitting by the nonrela-
tivistic and dynamical terms is stronger.

These indicate the nonrelativistic, dynamical, and spin-
orbit terms play important roles at the PSS and SS. The quality
of PSS and SS is related to the quantum numbers of the
doublets. Isospin has also important influences on the sym-
metries. In the nonrelativistic limit, spin symmetry emerges,
whereas no vestige of pseudospin symmetry remains in this
limit, which reaffirms that pseudospin symmetry is a rela-
tivistic symmetry. The PSS of neutron is superior to that of
proton from the weakening of nonrelativistic and dynamical
breaking.
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