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Accurate momentum-space method for scattering by nuclear and Coulomb potentials
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A coordinate-space boundaxy-matching method is used to solve the problem of including
the long-range Coulomb interaction in momentum-space calculations of elastic scattering.

There has been considerable interest in mo-
mentum-space methods for solving the Lippmann-
Schwinger equation for scattering problems. Al-
though traditionally one solves the Schrodinger
equation in coordinate space, and obtains phase
shifts and differential cross sections from the
solution of the Schrodinger equation, it is often
advantageous to solve the scattering problem in
momentum space. Particularly when one has to
deal with nonlocal potentials, it may be easier to
work in momentum space. One example is pion-
nucleus scattering, where the optical potential
derived from a multiple scattering theory is non-
local. ' Another example is the treatment of heavy-
ion collisions, ' in which the Pauli principle re-
quires a strongly nonlocal optical potential.

The difficulty of incorporating the Coulomb inter-
action in momentum-space methods has discour-
aged their use, in spite of the attempts of several
previous authors to solve this problem. One ap-
proach is to include the Coulomb potential in the
Green's function that appears in the Lippmann-
Schwinger equation, so that only the short-ranged
part of the interaction need be represented in
momentum space. The required momentum-space
Coulomb Green's function is easily calculated';
however, its singularity is not a simple pole,
which could be treated by a subtraction method, '
but a complex power with negative real part,
whose infinitely rapid oscillations demand the
development of entirely new methods. A second
approach uses a free Green's function, but adds
the momentum-space representation of the Cou-
lomb interaction to the nuclear interaction. Un-
fortunately, standard momentum-space methods
then become invalid, because the Coulomb matrix
elements (k( Vc (k') are singular at k =%,'. A math-
ematically correct (but numerically inefficient)
method of overcoming this difficulty is to intro-
duce an exponential screening factor in the Cou-
lomb potential, and extrapolate calculated cross
sections to the limit of infinite range of screen-
ing. ' A third approach is to expand the scattering
wave function in terms of regular Coulomb func-
tions. The complete matrix of the short-ranged

interaction between regular Coulomb functions is
then required. Although this method is valid in
principle, in practice it would require a very
time-consuming calculation of large numbers of
Coulomb functions.

Several quick approximate methods have been
suggested. In one of these methods, ' the nuclear
phase shift is approximated by adding the nuclear
phase shift produced by the deviation of the Cou-
lomb potential from the point-charge form to the
phase shift obtained without Coulomb forces. This
is accurate if the phase shifts are small. In
another method' the phase shift is calculated for
the potential truncated at a distance R. Subtracting
an asymptotic term of order (kR) ' then gives an

approximation to the nuclear phase shift in the
presence of the Coulomb interaction. By using
the momentum-space method without regard to
the singularity at k =k', Chalmers and Saperstein'
find empirically that the phase shift obtained for a
point-Coulomb potential differs from the Coulomb
phase shift a, by an amount a which is independent
of /. They give a rough argument to explain this
result, which enables them to calculate cross sec-
tions in the presence of the Coulomb interaction.

In this note, we show how the Coulomb inter-
action can be handled in momentum space by ex-
actly the same boundary matching methods that
are used in coordinate-space calculations.

For elastic scattering, the mathematical prob-
lem to be solved is to compute the so-called "nu-
clear phase shift" 5„, , which is defined by

g, (k, r) cc F, (kr, q)+tan5„, G, (kr, q).

Here E, and 6, are regular and irregular Coulomb
functions with Sommerfeld parameter q=Z, Z,e'p/
kk and g, is a solution of the complete Schrodinger
equation. Qnce 5„, is known, the cross section
can be computed from the "total amplitude" by the
exact formula, '

(2a)

where the point-Coulomb and nuclear amplitudes
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are, respectively,

f (e) = -—sin' — exp 2i o —q ln sin-g . 2 8 8

2k 2

The total potential is the sum of nuclear and
Coulomb parts

V= V„+Vc.

(2c)

The Coulomb potential is produced by the nuclear
charge density. This can be separated into dis-
joint long- and short-ranged parts, as follows:

~= ~r +~, ,

v, =(v„+v, )e(r -ft),
v, =(v„+v, )e(R r), -

(4a)

(4b}

(4c)

where 6 is the Heaviside step function defined by

e(x) = [1, x&0;

e(x}=I 0, x&0.

f„(e)= . p (2l+1)exp(2io, )[exp(2H„, )-1]P,(cose).1

bracket is of Wronskian form, e.g.

[+, G, l= G,— dr

and the angular momentum label l has been omit-
ted. We note that Coulomb functions are required
only at the single radius R. Now that fast, accurate
al,gorithms for the Coulomb functions are available,
the matching involves negligible computation. No

comparison calculations or extrapolations are
necessary.

Often the momentum-space wave function is
needed, in addition to the phase shift. Provided
that only matrix elements of short-range opera-
tors are to be calculated, this presents no dif-
ficulty, because it then, suffices to calculate the
wave function only for r& R. The coordinate-
space version of the wave function g„ that is com-
puted by solving the Lippmann-Schwinger equation
is correct for «R, except for an over-all con-
stant factor. This factor is easily determined by
comparing the properly normalized g„and g, ,
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In addition, we assume that it is possible to choose
R so that for r&B

v, = z,z,e'/r (r &z).

It is best to choose R as small as possible, con-
sistent with Eq. (6). With these approximations,
the form (1) is exact for all r&R. Moreover, for
r &R the wave function is equal to a regular solu-
tion t]t)» of the Schrodinger equation with potential
V, . If we know g„, we can determine 6„, by
matching the logarithmic derivatives of f» and

g, at r =R. This method in no way depends on
how g„ is calculated. Therefore, P„may as
well be calculated by solving the Lippmann-
Schwinger integral equation in momentum space,
instead of a coordinate-space differential equa-
tion.

The matching procedure is as follows: Let 4„
be the phase shift calculated for the potential V, ,
so that

g„(r)~F, (kr, @ =0)+tan 5,gG, (kr, @ =0) . ('7)

The condition for this to match smoothly at r =R
with

ii, (&)~E,(@',q)+tan e„, G, (kr, q)
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Here the subscript 0 indicates q =0, the square

Fla. 1. A plot of differential crass section do/dO vs
c.m. scattering angle ~. The pion kinetic energy (lab)
is 30 MeV. Parameters involved in the calculation are
explained in text. On this scale, coordinate-space and
momentum-space calculations are indistinguishable.
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both evaluated at r =R in terms of E, 6, Ep t"p,

and the known phase shafts 5s~ and 5

As an example of the boundary-matching method,
we present calculations for positive and negative
pions on "O, using an optical potential

TABLE I. Nuclear phase shifts 6„, for point-Coulomb
potentials for Po —-0.776 fm ~. The exact values are
identically zero. The tabulated values were calculated
by applying boundary matching to the results of a mo-
mentum-space calculation with n grid points. The ac-
curacy is seen to decrease somewhat for large Z,Z2.

where b, and h, are (- 0.7723+0.9499i) fm' and

(8.184+0.4438i) fm', respectively,

E (P,)
1+E~(PO)/Mc2

is the reduced mass of the pion and the target of
mass M, I'p is the asymptotic wave number in the
pion-nucleus c.m. frame, and p(r) is the nucleon
density. For p(r) we used the modified harmonic
oscillator form

p(r) =p, (1+ar '/r, ') exp(-r '/r, '),
with o. =~3, &,=1.7 fm and p, =1/[x' 'r, '(1+-',a)].
The Coulomb potential V~ was taken as due to a
uniformly charged sphere of radius 2.7 fm. An

approximate Klein-Gordon equation

(V'+Po')g, =(2g/)f )(V„+Vc)$, (12)

was solved in momentum space by the matrix-in-
version method described in Ref. 4. In our calcu-
lation we chose R = 7.5 fm and used 24 grid points.
The stability of the calculation under the change
of number of grid points was checked by doing the
calculation with 16 and 32 grid points. Results of
this calculation were compared with those of a
conventional coordinate-space calculation. The
boundary-matching procedure did not perceptibly
increase the computation time.

Figure 1 shows the cross section computed for
a neutral projectile, compared with the Coulomb-
corrected cross sections for m' and w projectiles,
all calculations being done at E,(lab) = 30 MeV. On

the scale of these graphs, the momentum-space
and coordinate-space calculations are indistin-
guishable. Similar accuracy was found at other

Z)Zg =1
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energies. The influence of the Coulomb attraction
and repulsion and the Coulomb-nuclear interfer-
ence effects are clearly visible.

In order to indicate the numerical accuracy of
the method, we present the results of the calcula-
tion in which the total potential was just the point-
Couiomb potential ( Vc = Z, Z, e'/r) The e. xact
nuclear phase shifts for this problem are identical-
ly zero. The results of momentum-space calcula-
tions are presented in Table I. The errors may
be larger here than in the realistic case because
of the singularity at r=0.

We believe that this simple accurate method re-
moves what previously seemed a serious obstacle
to the use of momentum-space methods in problems
where the Coulomb force is important. The method

can easily be extended to other cases (such as in-
elastic scattering) as long as the nuclear potential
can be treated as of strictly finite range. '
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exponential. In particular, the & 2 potential that
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ate hypergeometric functions.


