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High-pressure magnetism of the double perovskite Sr2FeOsO6 studied by synchrotron 57Fe
Mössbauer spectroscopy
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The pressure dependence of the magnetism of the double perovskite Sr2FeOsO6 was investigated by
temperature- and magnetic-field-dependent synchrotron 57Fe Mössbauer spectroscopy in the energy domain
up to ∼50 GPa. Sr2FeOsO6 is known to feature antiferromagnetic ordering below TN ∼ 140 K and a change
in spin structure from AF1 to AF2 near 70 K at ambient pressure. Previous Os L2,3 x-ray magnetic circular
dichroism (XMCD) spectra [Veiga et al., Phys. Rev. B 91, 235135 (2015)] indicated a pressure-driven change
from the antiferromagnetic to the ferrimagnetic state. Raman spectra of Sr2FeOsO6 collected at room temperature
and up to 34 GPa are in agreement with previous x-ray-diffraction studies which verified that the tetragonal
ambient pressure crystal structure is retained at high pressure. The Mössbauer investigations show that the
Fe ions remain in the +3 high-spin (t2g

3e2
g) state over the whole pressure range. The magnetic ordering is

strongly stabilized by high pressure and for p > 30 GPa the ordering temperature is increased to above room
temperature. Broad magnetic hyperfine patterns as well as coexistence of magnetic and paramagnetic signals at
high pressures indicate the formation of inhomogeneous magnetic states. The shapes of applied-field Mössbauer
spectra at low temperature are similar at 2 and 33 GPa and do not allow resolution of distinct antiferromagnetic
and ferrimagnetic components. Pressure-induced spin canting in a basically antiferromagnetic spin structure or
magnetic phase separation involving a pressure-induced minority ferrimagnetic phase may be the origin for the
ferromagnetic XMCD signal.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevB.99.134443

I. INTRODUCTION

Applying pressure is a clean way of inducing electronic
and magnetic phase transitions without disturbing impurity
potentials as associated with chemical substitution [1]. High-
pressure studies are particularly useful for exploring elec-
tronic and magnetic properties of correlated electronic ma-
terials which frequently depend on a peculiar balance of
competing interactions with comparable energy scales in-
volving charge, lattice, spin, and orbital degrees of freedom.
However, the number of methods which allow one to study
magnetism at pressures up to the megabar regime is limited.
Namely, neutron experiments which are the most important
tool to establish magnetic structures and excitations are still
challenging at very high pressures [2].

Mössbauer spectroscopy is a powerful technique to study
electronic and magnetic phase transitions at high pressure
if a compound contains a suitable Mössbauer isotope. In
particular 57Fe Mössbauer experiments on iron-containing
compounds using diamond-anvil cell (DAC) techniques have
led to unique insights into electronic and magnetic transitions
at pressures up to and beyond the megabar region. Examples
include pressure-driven spin-state transitions in iron-based
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oxides with iron in different oxidation states [3–7], pressure-
induced Mott transitions [8], and suppression of charge-
disproportionation/ordering states [9,10], pressure-induced
magnetic structure changes in negative-charge-transfer en-
ergy ferrates [11,12] as well as pressure studies probing the
role of magnetism in iron-based superconductors and their
relatives [13,14]. Also, high pressure properties of noniron
compounds, for instance valence transitions in europium-
based-compounds [15,16] or the high-pressure magnetic
properties of the prototypical Mott insulator NiO [17], have
been explored. Laboratory Mössbauer experiments under low-
temperature and high-pressure conditions are rather time-
consuming and require a sophisticated experimental setup
[18]. Such experiments benefit greatly from the synchrotron
variants of Mössbauer spectroscopy in the time domain (nu-
clear forward scattering) or in the energy domain [19–25].
In particular, energy-domain Mössbauer spectroscopy using
a synchrotron Mössbauer source (SMS) for the generation of
the 14.4-keV radiation of 57Fe [23,26] opens up new possi-
bilities for high-pressure research. Advantages are the high
brilliance of synchrotron radiation, the lack of a nonresonant
background, the full linear polarization of the SMS, and the
possibility to evaluate the spectra in a similar way as con-
ventional Mössbauer spectra which is important in materials
as well as in earth science, where often complex spectra
with several iron sites are encountered [27–30]. Typical data
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collection times are reduced from the order of days to the
order of hours, which allows a much more detailed exploration
of electronic and magnetic phase diagrams under pressure
than in conventional experiments. A further advantage is
the possibility to conveniently conduct low-temperature and
high-pressure Mössbauer spectroscopy experiments in exter-
nal magnetic fields, which together with the polarization of
the SMS may yield more detailed insights into spin structures
at high pressures. Such experiments are difficult under labora-
tory conditions and rarely performed [31].

An interesting class of magnetic materials are double per-
ovskite oxides A2BB′O6 [32], where A is an alkali, alkaline
earth, or rare-earth ion and B and B′ are combinations of
magnetic or magnetic and nonmagnetic metal ions ordered in
a rocksaltlike manner. In particular, combinations of 3d and
4d or 5d transition-metal ions often lead to peculiar magnetic
and magnetoelectronic properties due to the coexistence of
strongly and less-correlated electronic systems and due to
pronounced spin-orbit coupling which introduces a large mag-
netocrystalline anisotropy. Remarkable magnetic properties
realized in double perovskite oxides include half metallic-
ity with giant magnetoresistance effects [33], ferrimagnetism
with high Curie temperatures [34], complex ordering patterns
of the individual magnetic sublattices [35,36], the field-driven
transition from a noncollinear spin structure to a Dirac fer-
romagnetic insulating state [37], and giant coercivity [38].
Since the double perovskite structure can be considered as two
interpenetrating fcc-like lattices, a large number of exchange
interactions within and between the lattices is possible, which
is a source of frustration that leads to different possible
magnetic structures of comparable energy. Thus, changes in
the transition-metal ions as well as magnetostructural corre-
lations induced, e.g., by chemical substitution at the A site
of the perovskite structure can be used to tune the magnetic
properties. For instance, Sr2CrOsO6 shows ferrimagnetism
with an exceptionally high Curie temperature of 720 K [34],
whereas the iron counterpart Sr2FeOsO6 reveals antiferro-
magnetic order below 140 K and features a spin structure
change near 70 K [39]. On the other hand, the calcium analogs
Ca2CrOsO6 [40] and Ca2FeOsO6 [41] both are ferrimagnets
with TC’s of 490 and 320 K, respectively. In case of the iron
compounds, cationic substitution at the A site not only induces
a structural change from a tetragonal (space group I4/m for
A = Sr) to a monoclinic (space group P21/n for A = Ca)
crystal structure but also a change from an antiferromagnetic
to a ferrimagnetic spin structure. This has been explained in
terms of a weakening of ferromagnetic σ -type exchange in-
teractions between the half-filled and empty eg orbitals of the
3d and the 5d transition-metal ions due to octahedral tilting in
Ca2FeOsO6 [42,43]. The barium-analog Ba2FeOsO6 reveals
ferrimagnetism above room temperature too, but adopts the
hexagonal perovskite structure [44].

It has been demonstrated by Veiga et al. that not only
cationic substitution but also high pressure modifies the mag-
netic properties of Sr2FeOsO6 [42]. Using x-ray magnetic
circular dichroism (XMCD) spectroscopy at the Os L2,3

edge up to 40 GPa at 15 K, the continuous evolution of
a ferromagnetic signal with increasing pressure was found,
which, however at 40 GPa is still only about 40% of that of
Ca2FeOsO6 at ambient pressure. Most remarkably, the crystal

structure of Sr2FeOsO6 remained tetragonal up to 56 GPa.
It was suggested that high pressure induces a transition to
the ferrimagnetic state by increasing the crystal-field splitting
at Os5+ sites rather than by bending of the Fe–O–Os bonds
[42]. The XMCD experiments at high pressure only probed
the Os site, and details of the temperature dependence of
the magnetic transitions were not derived. Here, we report
a detailed investigation of the high-pressure magnetism of
Sr2FeOsO6 by energy-domain synchrotron 57Fe Mössbauer
spectroscopy up to about 50 GPa. In order to get insights
into the nature of the magnetic ground-state, low-temperature
spectra were also recorded in applied fields up to 6 T; further
on, Raman spectra up to 34 GPa were obtained. Our data
show that at high pressure an inhomogeneous magnetic state
is formed which reflects the various competing exchange
pathways in this system. The magnetic ordering temperature
increases strongly with pressure, while the type of magnetic
ordering at high pressure cannot be clarified unambiguously
from powder spectra.

II. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

Sr2FeOsO6 enriched with 20% 57Fe was synthesized as
polycrystalline powder from stoichiometric amounts of binary
oxides at 1243 K in an evacuated sealed quartz ampule in
analogy to Ref. [45]. The reagent SrO2 (Sigma Aldrich, 99%)
was used as received; Fe2O3 (enriched with 20% 57Fe) was
prepared from a mixture containing 20% of iron-57 powder
and 80% iron powder with normal isotopic abundance; see
Supplemental Material, Ref. [46] for details. Purchased OsO2

(Sigma Aldrich, 83% Os) contained ∼30% of osmium metal
and was therefore oxidized by heating in the presence of a
stoichiometric amount of PbO2 at 753 K in an evacuated
sealed quartz ampule to get highly pure OsO2. The starting
mixture containing stoichiometric amounts of SrO2 (120 mg),
Fe2O3 (20% 57Fe, 40 mg), and OsO2 (112 mg) was ground
thoroughly inside a glovebox and pressed into a pellet that
was placed in a corundum container and finally sealed in an
evacuated quartz ampule of approximately 2-cm diameter and
15-cm length. Pure single-phase polycrystalline Sr2FeOsO6

(20% 57Fe) was obtained after heating for 48 h at 1243 K. The
heating and cooling rates were kept at 50 K/h throughout.

The purity of the sample was checked by powder x-ray
diffraction using a Huber G670 camera [Guinier technique,
λ = 1.788 92 Å (CoKα1)].

Mössbauer spectra at ambient pressure were collected with
a conventional WISSEL Mössbauer spectrometer which was
operated in constant acceleration mode and used a 57Co/Rh
radioactive source. A few milligrams of iron-57 enriched
Sr2FeOsO6 was diluted with boron nitride in order to ensure
homogeneous distribution in a Plexiglas sample container
which was placed inside a JANIS SHI-850-5 closed-cycle
refrigerator. The spectra were evaluated with the program
MOSSWINN [47].

Energy-domain Mössbauer spectra at high pressures up
to about 50 GPa were conducted between 3 and 295 K in
diamond-anvil cells using the synchrotron Mössbauer source
at the nuclear resonance beamline ID18 of the European
Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF, Grenoble) for the gen-
eration of the 14.4-keV radiation [26]. For generation of high
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pressure, DACs manufactured from the nonmagnetic alloy
MP35N and equipped with Boehler-Almax design, diamond
anvils with 500-µm culets were used. The powdered sample
was loaded into a sample chamber of 200-µm diameter which
was obtained by preindenting a cavity of 40-µm thickness
into the tungsten gasket. Silicone oil was used as pressure-
transmitting medium. The pressure was determined by the
ruby luminescence method. The DACs were placed into a
cryomagnetic system from CryoIndustries. The beam size of
the SMS radiation was 9 μ (vertical) and 16 μ (horizontal),
respectively. The velocity scale was calibrated with a 25-μ
α-iron foil and the linewidth and center shift of the SMS were
determined by measuring repeatedly the spectra of the single-
line absorber K2Mg57Fe(CN)6 having an intrinsic linewidth
of 0.21 mm/s. The data analysis was performed by using the
transmission integral and a version of the program MOSSWINN

where a squared Lorentzian for describing the line shape
of the SMS has been implemented. The source linewidth
thus obtained was about 3�0 (�0 is the natural linewidth of
the 14.4-keV transition of 57Fe), in agreement with previous
results [26]. Most Mössbauer spectra were recorded without
external magnetic field but a few spectra were collected in
longitudinal magnetic fields of 3 or 6 T. All isomer shifts given
in this work are referred to α-iron.

High-pressure Raman spectra at room temperature were
recorded in backscattering geometry using a customary
micro-Raman spectrometer with a HeNe laser as the excita-
tion source (λ = 632.8 nm) and a single-grating spectrograph
with 1-cm−1 resolution.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Ambient-pressure characterization

For providing optimal experimental conditions in the SMS
experiments we have prepared a sample of Sr2FeOsO6 con-
taining 20% of 57Fe, which in the following will be de-
noted as Sr2

57FeOsO6. The x-ray-diffraction (XRD) pattern
of the Sr2

57FeOsO6 sample (Fig. S1 in Ref. [46]) could
be well refined in space group I4/m with lattice constants
a = 5.542(1) Å and c = 7.881(1) Å, in agreement with earlier
results [45]. No impurity peaks are detected. The analysis of
the XRD pattern indicates a 4(1)% degree of Fe-Os antisite
disorder. The antisite disorder is also reflected in the shape of
the room-temperature Mössbauer spectrum of Sr2

57FeOsO6

which was collected in a velocity range between −4 and
+4 mm/s [Fig. 1(a)], and which showed a broad single line
with a shoulder towards lower Doppler velocities. Fitting of
the spectrum by assuming a superposition of a single line and
a quadrupole doublet (quadrupole splitting, QS) and using
the transmission integral resulted in an isomer shift IS =
0.455(1) mm/s for the singlet and IS = 0.412(2) and QS =
0.80(1) mm/s for the doublet component. The area fractions
from this fit are 86 and 14%, respectively. A weak low-energy
shoulder in the room-temperature Mössbauer spectrum of
Sr2FeOsO6 was observed previously [48] and assigned to an
Fe4+ impurity corresponding to the SrFeO3-d system. In light
of the present Mössbauer spectrum of Sr2

57FeOsO6 where this
feature is more apparent it appears likely that also in the earlier
work it rather was a manifestation of the residual antisite dis-

FIG. 1. Selected Mössbauer spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 at the indi-

cated temperatures. (a) Mössbauer spectrum at room temperature in
a restricted velocity range. The absorber function was decomposed
into a single line and a quadrupole doublet with Lorentzian line
shape by fitting the spectrum using the transmission integral. (b)
Temperature-dependent spectra which illustrate the magnetic phase
transitions of the systems near 60 and 140 K. The dots correspond
to the experimental data whereas the solid lines are the calculated
spectra where hyperfine-field distributions were extracted using the
Hesse-Rübartsch method. Here, the thin absorber approximation was
used for the data evaluation. At 145 K only a paramagnetic signal is
found.

order. The observation of a single line with IS = 0.46 mm/s
for the majority component is in good agreement with the
previous work [39,48] and confirms that in well-ordered
Sr2FeOsO6 the Fe atoms have a nearly cubic environment
(small tetragonal distortion), whereas the minority quadrupole
doublet reflects the different local environment of iron atoms
in regions which are affected by antisite (AS) disorder. Each
AS defect results in six structurally distorted iron atoms which
are reflected in an increased quadrupole splitting. The area
fraction of about 14% for the doublet component compares
well with an AS defect level of a few percent. Similar features
in Mössbauer spectra reflecting AS disorder were observed for
other iron double perovskites, e.g., Sr2FeReO6 [49].
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Selected Mössbauer spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 recorded over

an extended velocity range are shown in Fig. 1(b); a more
comprehensive selection of spectra is given in Fig. S2 of
Ref. [46]. At 5 K a single, rather sharp hyperfine sextet
with IS = 0.57 mm/s and a hyperfine field Bhf = 49 T is
found which shows that all Fe atoms are fully magnetically
ordered and feature the full local magnetic moment expected
for Fe3+. According to neutron-diffraction studies [39], the
magnetic ground state of Sr2FeOsO6, which was labeled as
AF2, features a spin alignment along the c direction with
ferrimagnetic ordering of Fe and Os moments in the ab plane
but an alternating up-up-down-down spin alignment along c.
By contrast, the spectrum at 60 K shows two components,
still the relatively sharp AF2 component, but in addition a
much broader pattern with a peak hyperfine field of 33 T. The
60 K spectrum signals the transition from the AF2 ground
state to the AF1 spin structure where the moments show
ferrimagnetic alignment in the ab plane too, but where the
moments along c reveal parallel spin alignment [39]. The
transition occurs mainly between about 50 and 70 K in the
present sample [46] and no AF2 signal is apparent anymore at
70 K and above. As in our previous study [39,48] it is apparent
that the Mössbauer patterns corresponding to the AF1 phase
are much broader than those of the AF2 phase and here the
spectra were fitted by extracting a hyperfine-field distribution
according to the model-independent Hesse-Rübartsch method
assuming a single isomer shift and quadrupole splitting for
each spectrum, see Fig. S2 in Ref. [46]. The transition to
the paramagnetic state occurs near 140 K and the spectra at
145 K and higher temperatures can be essentially described
by a single line (the low-energy shoulder is not well resolved
in the large-velocity scale spectra). The temperature ranges
of the magnetic transitions compare well with those in our
previous work.

The broad Bhf distributions for the AF1 phase in the
temperature range 60 K � T � 140 K suggest that below
TN ∼ 140 K an inhomogeneous magnetic state is formed. In
this temperature range reduced ordered magnetic moments
m [39] and as Bhf ∼ m also reduced Bhf values compared
to the typical values in Fe3+ compounds indicate that not
all spin degrees of freedom are fully ordered yet. These
observations can be considered as signs of frustration effects
reflecting the competing exchange interactions in this double
perovskite. The transformation to the AF2 structure below
70 K, which may be accompanied by a small structural
modification [39,50], relaxes the frustration, and both the
magnetic moments and the Bhf values are enhanced and the
Mössbauer lines become sharper. Accordingly, the transition
from the AF1 to the AF2 phase gives rise to an anomaly
in Bhf (T ) [39,48]. This observation is somewhat reminiscent
of certain reentrant spin-glass systems, where the random
freezing of transverse spin components below the magnetic
ordering temperature Tm was considered as the origin for a
similar anomaly in Bhf (T ) [51–54]. Additional insights into
the nature of the AF1 and AF2 spin structures were obtained
from recent inelastic neutron-scattering studies on powder
samples of Sr2FeOsO6 which revealed formation of a spin
excitation gap only in the AF2 phase, whereas in the AF1
phase an ungapped spin excitation spectrum was obtained

[50]. The latter indicates strong spin fluctuations in the AF1
phase which may be the origin for the broad Mössbauer hyper-
fine pattern. Resonant inelastic x-ray-scattering experiments
suggested that the spin excitation gap in the AF2 phase is
associated with pronounced spin-orbit coupling, which leads
to a splitting of the t2g manifold of states with a resulting
J = 3/2 rather than a simple S = 3/2 state and a pronounced
magnetocrystalline anisotropy [50].

Sr2FeOsO6 essentially is an atomically ordered double per-
ovskite, but details of the magnetic transitions and Mössbauer
line shapes may be influenced by the remaining AS disorder.
Nevertheless, it is unlikely that the AS defect fraction of typi-
cally a few percent is the main origin for the unusual features
in the magnetism of Sr2FeOsO6. The magnetic properties of
various Sr2FeOsO6 samples prepared in different laboratories
with different techniques agree quite well although the AS
defect levels are somewhat different [45,55,56,50]. Further
on, multiple magnetic phase transitions and partial order
of magnetic moments were also observed in other double
perovskites where AS disorder does not play a role, cf. the
cases of Sr2CoOsO6 [35,36] and Sr2YRuO6 [57]. On the other
hand, varying fractions of residual AF1 phase seen in neutron-
diffraction patterns even at the lowest temperatures [39,50]
may be related to the presence of AS defects. Mössbauer
spectroscopy cannot detect whether a certain fraction of AF1
phase is also retained in the present Sr2

57FeOsO6 sample as
the Fe hyperfine field is fully developed for all sites at low
temperatures [39].

B. High-pressure Raman spectroscopy

To monitor the possibility of a pressure-induced structural
transition, Raman spectra of our Sr2

57FeOsO6 sample were
measured at room temperature up to a pressure of 34 GPa
[Fig. 2(a)]. According to the XRD studies, Sr2FeOsO6 crys-
tallizes in the tetragonal space group I4/m for which factor-
group analysis reveals nine Raman-active modes (�Raman =
3Ag + 3Bg + 3Eg) [58]. However, as seen from the single-
line Mössbauer spectra in the paramagnetic phase the dis-
tortion from the cubic structure is small at ambient pres-
sure. Therefore, the phonon mode assignment is similar to
that of cubic perovskites [58]. The cubic aristotype of the
double perovskites crystallizes in space group Fd-3m, where
group theory predicts four Raman-active modes, namely
ν1(A1g), ν2(Eg), v5(F2g), and T (F2g) [59]. Here, ν1 and ν2

correspond to the symmetric and antisymmetric stretching
vibrations of the octahedra, whereas ν5 corresponds to the
oxygen bending motions. In addition, a lattice mode (T )
is expected. In the Raman spectra of cubic or nearly cubic
tungsten double perovskites A2MWO6 the A1g, Eg, and T
modes were observed [59], whereas for Sr2

57FeOsO6 only one
strong mode occurring at >800 cm−1 was found [Fig. 2(a)]
which can be assigned to the ν1 symmetric stretching of OsO6

octahedra. It should be noted that the ν1 peak often dominates
Raman spectra of distorted perovskites and the number of
observed modes is significantly smaller than expected [60]. It
might be possible that luminescence of diamond anvils in our
experiments precludes the observation of other weak modes.
No qualitative changes are observed in the Raman spectra
upon increase of the pressure up to 34 GPa [Fig. 2(a)] and the
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FIG. 2. (a) Raman spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 at the indicated pressures showing the ν1 stretching mode. Strongly enhanced background due to

luminescence of the stressed diamond anvils precludes Raman measurements up to higher pressures. (b) Pressure dependence of the frequency
of the ν1 mode. Dashed lines are guides to the eye.

pressure dependence of the ν1 frequency shows continuous
increase as pressure increases [Fig. 2(b)]. This observation
indicates the structural stability of the tetragonal crystal struc-
ture of Sr2FeOsO6 up to the highest pressure of 34 GPa
which was applied in this experiment, in full agreement with
high-pressure synchrotron x-ray-diffraction studies [42].

C. High-pressure synchrotron Mössbauer
spectroscopy in zero field

High-pressure Mössbauer spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 using

the SMS were recorded in DACs up to pressures of about
50 GPa. Firstly we discuss the pressure dependence of the
low-temperature spectra (at ∼3 K) which are shown in Fig. 3.
In addition to the intrinsic signal from the sample, most of
the spectra recorded at various pressures and temperatures
revealed a weak singletlike feature (IS ∼ 0.25−0.35 mm/s)
which was not present in the ambient pressure Mössbauer
spectra recorded in the laboratory. This feature most likely
reflects an iron impurity in the beryllium compound refractive
lenses (CRLs) of the focusing optics and/or in the beryllium
windows of the cryomagnet. The intensity ratios between
the components of the hyperfine sextet strongly deviate from
those in the laboratory spectra (cf. Figs. 1 and 3). The radia-
tion emitted by the SMS is linearly polarized; however, in case
of an arbitrary powder the spectra should not differ from those
obtained with an unpolarized source. Thus, the decreased
intensity of the second and fifth lines in the spectra indicates
that pressurization in the DAC leads to preferred orientation of
the hyperfine field parallel to the direction of the SMS beam.
As the magnetic moments and accordingly the hyperfine fields
in Sr2FeOsO6 are oriented along the tetragonal c axis, this
implies that the c axis is preferentially oriented along the
direction of the x-ray beam. Preferred orientation originates
most likely from a uniaxial pressure component due to poor
hydrostaticity of the silicon oil pressure-transmitting medium,

the uniaxial character of the DAC loading procedure, and the
nonspherical shape of powder grains.

Since the spectra feature a certain asymmetry, they were
evaluated using two magnetic subspectra with Lorentzian line
shape, assuming a common ratio of the intensities between

FIG. 3. SMS spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 at 3 K and the indicated

pressures. The hyperfine pattern was decomposed into two com-
ponents which are highlighted (in blue and red, respectively). The
additional broad single line (green) is assigned to an Fe impurity of
the beryllium CRLs of the focusing optics and/or in the windows of
the cryomagnet.
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FIG. 4. Pressure dependence of (a) the isomer shift and (b) the hyperfine fields of the two subspectra (right) for Sr2
57FeOsO6 at 3 K.

lines 2 and 5 and lines 3 and 4, respectively (the latter
being the inner lines) which was varied in the fits. The two
components differ in their hyperfine fields as well as in their
quadrupole splitting parameters, while the isomer shifts were
assumed to be equal. The linewidths of the two subspectra
somewhat arbitrarily were constrained to be the same. No
dramatic changes occur in the spectra up to 50 GPa. All
iron ions stay in a well-ordered magnetic state. The only
apparent change is that the slight asymmetry in the spectra
becomes more pronounced under pressure. The asymmetry in
the spectra may indicate the coexistence of magnetic phases
slightly differing in their hyperfine interactions. It is tempting
to associate the second component in the Mössbauer spectra
with the continuous evolution of the ferromagnetic component
seen in the XMCD spectra [42]. However, this cannot be
quantitatively corroborated as the intensity ratio between the
two components in the Mössbauer spectra does not feature
a clear trend with pressure which partly may be due to the
fact that the poor structure of the spectra does not allow an
unambiguous separation of the two subspectra. The pressure
dependence of the isomer shift and of the hyperfine fields is
shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), respectively. The decrease of IS
with pressure can be attributed to an increased s electron den-
sity at the nucleus in the course of the volume decrease. The
overall decrease between 2 and 49 GPa by about 0.17 mm/s
is comparable to that in other Fe3+ oxides [3]. However, the
decrease in IS with p appears to be more pronounced up to
20 GPa, whereas it levels off at higher pressure. The hyperfine
fields between 2 and 49 GPa decrease linearly by 1.5 and 2 T
for the high-field and low-field component, respectively. Since
Bhf can be written as Bhf (p, T ) = Bhf (p, 0) · F (T, Tm ) [61],
where Bhf (p, 0) corresponds to the saturation hyperfine field
at a given pressure p and F (T, Tm ) reflects the dependence
of Bhf on temperature T and ordering temperature Tm (TN or
TC); the pressure dependence of Bhf reflects both the pressure
dependence of Tm as well as the pressure dependence of
Bhf (p, 0). For Sr2FeOsO6 the ordering temperature increases
strongly with pressure, see below; thus F (T, Tm ) and accord-

ingly Bhf is generally expected to increase with p. At 3 K,
however, Bhf (p, 3 K) ≈ Bhf (p, 0) and the decrease in Bhf is
attributed to a slight decrease in the iron magnetic moment
due to an enhanced covalency (smaller Fe-O-Os distances)
under pressure. Both the moderate pressure dependence of IS
and Bhf confirm that the electronic structure at the Fe sites
basically remains unchanged up to 50 GPa. In particular, there
are no indications for a pressure-induced spin-state transition
and collapse of magnetism as observed for some simple Fe3+
RFeO3 perovskites in a similar pressure range [3,5] or for a
pressure-induced charge transfer between Fe and Os orbitals.
The Fe ions remain in the +3 t2g

3e2
g high-spin state over the

entire pressure range.
By contrast, pronounced pressure-induced changes are

apparent in the room-temperature SMS spectra which are
depicted in Fig. 5. Whereas the spectra at pressures of 2 and
13 GPa reveal only a single signal which can be described
by a quadrupole doublet, the spectra at 33 and 49 GPa
show the presence of a broad magnetic hyperfine pattern in
addition to a quadrupole doublet. Accordingly, the ordering
temperature has increased from ∼140 K at ambient pressure
to above room temperature at pressures above 30 GPa, which
corresponds to an average dTm/d p > 5 K/GPa. The strong
enhancement of Tm under pressure supports the view that
Sr2FeOsO6 can be considered as an electronically localized
Mott-insulating electronic system [62] where the exchange
interactions are enhanced due to the decrease in interatomic
distances. However, the hyperfine-field distributions at room
temperature, here tentatively approximated by two compo-
nents with Gaussian Bhf distribution, are very broad, which
indicates that the magnetic system is inhomogeneous. This
possibly reflects a distribution in magnetic ordering temper-
atures and/or spin-fluctuation times. Contrary to the ambient
pressure spectrum, the quadrupole doublet is resolved even at
2 GPa and there appears to be a certain increase in quadrupole
splitting with pressure for the residual paramagnetic phase at
room temperature, which is in agreement with the increased
c/a ratio derived from the XRD data [42].
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FIG. 5. SMS spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 near room temperature at

the indicated pressures. The subspectra due to magnetic hyperfine
splitting at 33 and 49 GPa were decomposed into two components
which are highlighted (in blue and red, respectively).

More details about the magnetic phase transitions are ob-
tained from the temperature dependence of the SMS spectra
of Sr2

57FeOsO6 which was studied in detail at 2 and 33 GPa.
Even at the relatively small pressure of 2 GPa significant
changes compared to the spectra at ambient pressure are
apparent (Fig. 6). Whereas at 3 K all Fe3+ ions are still fully
ordered with Bhf ∼ 49.8 T for the main component, the AF2-

AF1 transition is more obscured than in the ambient pressure
spectra. This is due to the fact that the Bhf distribution related
to the AF1 phase is even broader than at ambient pressure
and its average Bhf has increased by about 10 T. Accordingly,
the AF1 and AF2 subspectra are not as well separated as
at ambient pressure and partly merge together. Nevertheless,
the sharper AF2 signal is still discernible up to ∼90 K,
indicating that the AF2 phase is somewhat stabilized under
pressure. Even more remarkable is that a magnetic hyperfine
pattern, although very broad, is seen up to about 220 K
whereas it had completely disappeared at 145 K at 0 GPa.
Above 150 K, the area fraction of the paramagnetic phase
increases continuously with increasing pressure, showing that
magnetically ordered and paramagnetic phase coexist over
a large temperature range. These results corroborate further
the peculiar properties of the AF1 phase. Obviously, even
a pressure of 2 GPa is sufficient to modify the balance of
competing interactions which stabilizes the AF1 phase to
higher temperatures.

On the other hand, there are no pronounced changes in the
SMS spectra up to 160 K at 33 GPa (Fig. 7). This demonstrates
that in this pressure range all the Fe3+ ions essentially keep
the full magnetic moment. The AF1-AF2 transition is no
longer clearly discernible, but its presence cannot be ruled
out. In the low-pressure regime it could only be detected
as the ordered magnetic moments and thus the hyperfine
fields in the two phases were different, whereas in case of
similar or equal moments and for small quadrupole splitting,
Mössbauer spectroscopy cannot discriminate between the two
different types of antiferromagnetic spin structures. There are
indications for subtle variations in the line shape above 50 K
which may suggest a magnetic transition in this temperature
range at 33 GPa. Compared to the spectra in the low-pressure
regime the signals remain relatively sharp below ∼160 K.
Only for T > 160 K significant broadening of the hyper-
fine pattern sets in and a paramagnetic signal evolves, the
area fraction of which increases continuously with increasing

100

FIG. 6. Temperature dependence of the SMS spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 at 2 GPa. The decomposition of the spectra into components is

highlighted.
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FIG. 7. Temperature dependence of the SMS spectra of Sr2
57FeOsO6 at 33 GPa. The decomposition of the spectra into components is

highlighted.

temperature. At 33 GPa and room temperature still about
two-thirds of the sample are in the magnetically ordered state.
Again, these observations suggest a strongly inhomogeneous
magnetic state with a distribution of ordering temperatures
and the presence of spin fluctuations. At 49 GPa even more
than 80% of the material is in the magnetically ordered state
at room temperature.

D. High-pressure synchrotron Mössbauer spectroscopy
in applied magnetic fields

From the previous XMCD study it was suggested that
Sr2FeOsO6 undergoes a pressure-driven change from the
antiferro- to the ferrimagnetic spin structure [42]. A unique

feature of the SMS is that it conveniently allows one to collect
Mössbauer spectra under low-temperature/high-pressure con-
ditions in external magnetic fields which potentially provide
additional information on spin structures. We have collected
low-temperature spectra of Sr2

57FeOsO6 at 2 and 33 GPa in
longitudinal magnetic fields of 3 and 6 T (Fig. 8). The main
observation is a broadening of the spectra with increasing
external field Bext at both pressures. In order to describe the
broadening more quantitatively, we have fitted the spectra
by a single magnetic component with a Gaussian distribu-
tion of hyperfine fields, here neglecting the asymmetry in
the spectra. Actually improved fits are obtained using two
magnetic components but due to the poor structure of the

FIG. 8. Dependence of the SMS spectra at 2 and 33 GPa and the lowest temperatures on a longitudinal external magnetic field. The spectra
were fitted with a single component having a Gaussian distribution of hyperfine fields.
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spectra the separation between the components is arbitrary.
Within this analysis the average hyperfine field decreases
slightly by about 0.2 T at Bext = 6 T for the spectra at 2 GPa,
whereas 〈Bhf〉 is independent of Bext within the error limits for
the spectra at 33 GPa. The relative intensities of lines 2 and
5 increase slightly at 2 GPa whereas they remain unchanged
within the error limits at 33 GPa.

For single-crystal samples, spectra in external fields should
allow one to clearly discriminate between the antiferromag-
netic (AF) and the ferrimagnetic (FI) spin structures. For AF
structures one would expect a splitting of the sextet pattern
into two components with hyperfine fields Bhf −Bext and
Bhf + Bext, respectively, if Bext would be applied parallel to the
easy axis of magnetization, the latter being along the direction
of the SMS beam. Furthermore, a spin-flop transition at a
critical field Bsf = √

(2BEBA) is anticipated where BE and BA

are the exchange and anisotropy fields within a mean-field
model. For ferrimagnetic Sr2FeOsO6 only the Fe sublattice is
monitored in the Mössbauer spectra and as all iron moments
show parallel spin alignment a shift of the hyperfine pattern
by Bext, but no splitting would be expected. Unfortunately,
the situation is more complicated in case of powder spec-
tra of antiferromagnets [63] and ferrimagnets [64], where a
statistical distribution of the orientations between Bext and
the effective field Beff = Bhf + Bext occurs. In this case the
resulting spectra arise from a superposition of the spectra
corresponding to each particular orientation between Beff and
Bext, and the shape of the spectra sensitively depends on the
sizes of BE and BA. Furthermore, in the present sample the
distribution of orientations is not completely statistical, but
preferred orientation effects are apparent. At low temperatures
and ambient pressure the spin structure of Sr2FeOsO6 is
known to be antiferromagnetic [39] and it can be assumed
that AF ordering is preserved at 2 GPa. In the spectra at 2 GPa
the broadening of the outer lines increases from Bext = 3 T
to Bext = 6 T. This indicates that the spin-flop field is at least
about 6 T as for Bsf < 6 T rather a decreased broadening at
6 T would be anticipated [63]. Thus, a considerable anisotropy
field BA is expected, which is in agreement with the presence
of heavy Os atoms where strong spin-orbit coupling leads
to a pronounced magnetocrystalline anisotropy. The overall
field dependence of the spectra at 33 GPa is similar and no
clear signatures for a major pressure-driven change in the spin
structure of the iron ions are apparent. Thus, the spectra could
be considered as evidence that basically an AF spin structure
is retained at high pressures. The line broadening at 6 T is less
pronounced than at 2 GPa. This is attributed to an enhanced
exchange field BE and thus to a decreased BA/BE ratio as the
magnetic exchange interactions are considerably enhanced at
high pressure.

Also for FI alignment the shape of powder Mössbauer
spectra in an applied field depends on BE and BA [64] and
in case of pronounced anisotropy also for the FI spin structure
strong line broadening for spectra in Bext is anticipated. Thus,
the question of the spin structure at high pressure cannot
be solved unambiguously from the present powder spectra.
However, the proposed AF-FI transition is not the only pos-
sible explanation for the evolution of a ferromagnetic signal
in the Os L2,3 XMCD spectra [42]. An alternative scenario is
that high pressure modifies the balance between Fe-Os and

Os-Os exchange interactions which could lead to a canting
of the spins [62]. A continuous increase of the canting with
increasing pressure could explain the continuous evolution
of the ferromagnetic Os L2,3 signal and rationalize why the
size of the ferromagnetic signal even at 40 GPa is still much
smaller than for Ca2FeOsO6. Another possibility is that the
signal corresponds to a minority ferrimagnetic phase which
is one of the components constituting the inhomogeneous
high-pressure state but which cannot be clearly identified in
the Mössbauer spectra.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

We have shown that energy-domain synchrotron 57Fe
Mössbauer spectroscopy is a versatile tool to unravel details of
the complex magnetism of the double perovskite Sr2FeOsO6

at high pressures. The electronic state of iron (Fe3+, t2g
3eg

2

configuration) remains stable up to the highest applied pres-
sure of about 50 GPa. Broad magnetic hyperfine patterns as
well as the coexistence of paramagnetic and magnetically
ordered phase are observed over a wide pressure-temperature
range. Partly this may reflect a distribution of magnetic
ordering temperatures and/or spin-fluctuation times due to
residual AS disorder and nonhydrostatic pressure conditions.
On the other hand, these effects are also indications for
the coexistence of competing magnetic phases arising from
the competing exchange interactions within and between the
constituent Fe3+ and Os5+ sublattices. Pronounced changes
in the magnetic behavior even at 2 GPa possibly rather reflect
the unusual nature of the AF1 phase with partially ordered
magnetic moments which still requires further theoretical
understanding. The strong enhancement of the magnetic or-
dering temperature with pressure is in agreement with the
behavior expected for a localized Mott-insulating system.
Applied-field Mössbauer spectra at low temperature suggest
that Sr2FeOsO6 basically retains an antiferromagnetic spin
structure at high pressures. There are no clear signs which can
be attributed to a transformation of the antiferromagnetic into
the ferrimagnetic state. The previously reported ferromagnetic
response in Os L2,3 XMCD spectra under pressure [42] may
reflect a progressive spin canting or progressive formation of a
minority ferrimagnetic phase, the fraction of which increases
continuously with pressure. However, in the latter case the
AF-FI transition would extend over a pressure range of several
tens of GPa. Theoretical studies on the pressure dependence
of the magnetism together with the experimental data may be
helpful for discriminating between the various microscopic
exchange mechanisms [43,62,65,66] which are believed to
govern the magnetism of Sr2FeOsO6 and for clarifying the
potential role of spin-orbit coupling [50].
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