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We develop the theory of quantum transport and magnetoconductivity for two-dimensional electrons with
an arbitrarily large (even exceeding the Fermi energy), linear-in-momentum Rashba or Dresselhaus spin-orbit
splitting. For short-range disorder potentials, we derive the analytical expression for the quantum conductivity
correction, which accounts for interference processes with an arbitrary number of scattering events and is valid
beyond the diffusion approximation. We demonstrate that the zero-field conductivity correction is given by the
sum of the universal logarithmic “diffusive” term and a “ballistic” term. The latter is temperature independent
and encodes information about the spectrum properties. This information can be extracted experimentally by
measuring the conductivity correction at different temperatures and electron concentrations. We calculate the
quantum correction in the whole range of classically weak magnetic fields and find that the magnetoconductivity
is negative both in the diffusive and in the ballistic regimes, for an arbitrary relation between the Fermi energy
and the spin-orbit splitting. We also demonstrate that the magnetoconductivity changes with the Fermi energy
when the Fermi level is above the “Dirac point” and does not depend on the Fermi energy when it goes below

this point.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Weak localization is a coherent phenomenon in the low-
temperature transport in disordered systems. Transport in
such systems is realized by various trajectories, including a
special class of trajectories with closed loops. The underlying
physics of the weak localization is the enhancement of the
backscattering amplitude which results from the constructive
interference of the waves propagating along the loops in
opposite directions (clockwise and counterclockwise). Since
interference increases the backscattering amplitude, the quan-
tum conductivity correction is negative and is proportional
to the ratio of the de Broglie wavelength to the mean free
path [1]. Remarkably, this correction diverges logarithmically
at low temperatures in the two-dimensional (2D) case. Such
a divergence is a precursor of strong localization and reflects
universal symmetry properties of the system.

Dephasing processes suppress interference and, conse-
quently, strongly affect the conductivity correction. Specifi-
cally, the typical size of the interfering paths is limited by
the time of electron dephasing, 74. At low temperatures, the
dephasing rate is dominated by inelastic electron-electron
collisions. The phase space for such collisions decreases with
lowering temperature. Therefore, one can probe dephasing
processes by measuring the temperature dependence of con-
ductivity in the weak-localization regime [2]. Another pos-
sibility to affect the interference-induced quantum correction
to the conductivity is the application of magnetic field. The
Aharonov-Bohm effect introduces a phase difference for the
waves traveling along the closed loop in opposite directions.
This phase difference is equal to a double magnetic flux passing
through the loop. The anomalous magnetoconductivity allows
one to extract the dephasing time even more accurately than
the temperature measurements since the low-field magneto-
conductivity is not masked by other effects [1,3].

Since weak localization is caused by the interference of
paths related to each other by time inversion, it is extremely
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sensitive to the spin properties of the interfering particles. In
systems with spin-orbit coupling (see Fig. 1), an additional
spin-dependent phase is acquired by electrons passing the
loops clockwise and anticlockwise. As aresult, the interference
depends on the electron spin states before and after passing
the loop. Importantly, in the presence of spin-orbit coupling,
the interference becomes destructive, resulting in a positive
correction to the conductivity. This interference effect is
called weak antilocalization. The magnetic field suppresses
this correction, making the conductivity smaller than in the
zero field, i.e., the magnetoconductivity is negative [1].

The theory of weak localization developed in the 1980’s
for diffusive systems allowed one to explain a number of
experimental data in various metallic and semiconductor
structures [2]. The spin-orbit interaction has been treated
as spin relaxation, which adds an additional channel for
dephasing of the triplet contributions to the quantum cor-
rections [1]. However, this approach is insufficient for 2D
semiconductor heterostructures with the linear-in-momentum
spin-orbit splitting of the spectrum. A relevant theory of weak
localization was developed in the mid-1990’s [4]. It describes
very well the experimental data [5,6].

With increasing the magnetic field, the magnetic length I
becomes smaller than the mean free path /. This regime of weak
localization cannot be treated within the model of a diffusive
electron motion along large scattering paths. By contrast,
the main contribution to the interference correction comes
from short ballistic trajectories with a few scattering events
[7-9]. Experimentally, the ballistic regime can be more easily
achieved in high-quality heterostructures with high electron
mobility. The point is that in such structures, the interval of
fields, where Ig < [ but at the same time the magnetic field is
classically weak, can be very wide.

Positive magnetoconductivity due to weak localization
in the ballistic regime was calculated in Refs. [7,9]. In
the presence of a moderate spin-orbit splitting of the spec-
trum, the “ballistic” magnetoconductivity was obtained in
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FIG. 1. Electron spectrum and regimes of spin dynamics depend-
ing on the strength of the Rashba splitting. Left: Regime of spin
rotations in the effective magnetic field realized at moderate spin-orbit
splitting A ~ h/t; the weak-localization theory is developed in
Ref. [12]. Right: Regime of well-separated spin branches at strong
spin-orbit splitting (A ~ Ey) considered in the present work.

Refs. [10-12]. These results were used to fit the weak-
localization [13] and weak-antilocalization [12,14] data in
various high-mobility heterostructures.

In Refs. [10-12], the spin-orbit splitting was assumed to be
comparable to or even larger than the momentum scattering
rate i/t (see Fig. 1). In this case, the spin dynamics can
be well described by electron spin rotations in the effective
momentum-dependent magnetic field [15,16]. However, when
the spin-orbit splitting becomes of the order of the Fermi
energy, the effects of spin-orbit interaction on the electron
orbital motion cannot be neglected in the calculation of the
conductivity correction.

Recently, 2D systems have become available where such
an ultrastrong splitting can be realized. Examples are elec-
trons near the surface of polar semiconductors and at
LaAlO;/SrTiOs interfaces, or holes in HgTe-based quantum
well structures with a large spin-orbit splitting [17-19]. In
such systems, the spin energy branches are well separated
(see Fig. 1, right panel), which results in a strongly coupled
dynamics of electron spin and orbital degrees of freedom.
The classical conductivity in such systems was analyzed in
Ref. [20]. Weak localization for well-separated spin branches
was considered in Refs. [21,22] in the diffusive regime and
in zero magnetic field only. Recently, weak localization in
spin-orbit metals based on HgTe quantum wells has been
examined in the model of doubly degenerate branches of the
massive Dirac fermions [23-27].

In the present work, we develop a theory of weak lo-
calization for systems with an arbitrarily large splitting of
the spin branches. We study the quantum interference in the
presence of a short-range disorder potential which provides
efficient interbranch scattering. We consider contributions
to the anomalous magnetoconductivity from an arbitrary
number of scatterers and derive a general expression for
the magnetoconductivity valid in both diffusion and ballistic
regimes of weak localization.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we for-
mulate the model. In Sec. III, we present the derivation of
the interference-induced conductivity correction. In Sec. 1V,
the results for the magnetoconductivity and the zero-field
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correction are presented and discussed. Section V summarizes
our conclusions.

II. MODEL

The Hamiltonian of 2D electrons has the form
h2k?
H=—+u«a(o x k), €))]
2m

where k is a 2D momentum, z is a normal to the structure, m
is the effective mass, o is a vector of Pauli matrices, and « is
the Rashba constant. The isotropic energy spectrum consists
of two branches labeled by the index s = =+,

h2 2
Es(k) = E + sok, (2)

with the splitting A = 2ok (Fig. 1). It is worth noting that the
same spectrum describes electrons with a k-linear isotropic 2D
Dresselhaus spin-orbit interaction [16,28] with the substitution
of « by the 2D Dresselhaus constant. The eigenfunctions in
the two branches are spinors,

o 1 1
_ ikr_— )
|k,S) =e ﬁ(_l‘sel(pk>ﬂ (3)

where ¢y is the polar angle of k.

The spectrum (2) is approximately linear in the vicinity
of k = 0, where the + bands touch each other (see Fig. 1,
right panel). In what follows, we will term this special point
the “Dirac point.” We will first consider the situation when
the Fermi energy is located above the Dirac point. In this
case, the eigenstates at the Fermi level belong to two different
branches, and Fermi wave vectors kFi are different:

+ m (07
Kt = E<UF - g>. @)

Here,

vp = 2ER/m + a?/R? (5)

is the Fermi velocity equal in both branches and Ef is the
Fermi energy counted from the Dirac point.

Disorder leads to the following types of scattering pro-
cesses: intrabranch (++ and ——) and interbranch (+— and
—+). In this paper we consider the short-range Gaussian
disorder,

V(rV() = Visr —r).

Here, =~ stands for averaging over disorder realizations, and
Vo quantifies the strength of the scattering potential. The
scattering matrix element between the states s,k and s',k’ is
given by

(K's'|V|ks) = Api Vs, (6)
where Agy = [ V(r)e'*rqr /v,
Vs = Vo(1 + ss'e™%))2,

and 0 = ¢p — @y is the scattering angle. Importantly, the short-
range potential provides effective interbranch scattering for an
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arbitrary spin-orbit splitting. The total (quantum) disorder-
averaged scattering rate is the same in both branches:

L 2 VP + Ve P = V2
rh ++1 8+ +- g—e—h3o

Here, the angular brackets denote averaging over 6, and the
densities of states at the Fermi energy in the branches are given
by

)

g+ =550 FR). ®

2w h2
The parameter R is introduced according to
o
R=—. 9
For ©))

As shown in Appendix A (see also Ref. [20]), the classical
Drude conductivity is given by

2
2 T
= 14+ R* = , 10
op = Frjro hz( +R) = — (10)
where the 2D electron concentration is
mzv%
= 1 + R? 11
n= L1+ R, (1

When the Fermi energy is located below the Dirac point
(R > 1), the Fermi contour also consists of two concentric
circles, “1” and “2,” but they both belong to the outer
spin branch s = — (Fig. 1). The Fermi wave vectors k( 2)
are substantially different, while the Fermi velocities in the
branches are equal in this case as well. The densities of states
are given by

(1.2 _
2 h2

and the concentration is given by Eq. (11) as well.

g S(RED, (12)

III. CONDUCTIVITY CALCULATION

The quantum correction to the conductivity in systems
with spin-orbit interaction can be calculated by two ap-
proaches. The first one uses the basis of electron states
with definite spin projections on the z axis, 1 and |. In
this approach, the conductivity correction is presented as a
result of interference of electronic waves with a definite total
angular momentum: The interference amplitude, cooperon,
is a sum of contributions from the singlet and triplet states
[4,10-12,29,30]. An alternative approach uses the basis of
chiral states (3). This approach has been used for calculations
of the conductivity correction in zero magnetic field and,
recently, for calculations of its magnetic field dependence in
HgTe quantum wells [21,22,25-27]. In the present work we
use both approaches and demonstrate that they lead to the same
results. In this section we derive the conductivity correction
working in the basis of singlet and triplet states. In Appendix B
and the Supplemental Material [31], we derive the correction
in the basis of chiral states.

We investigate the two cases when the Fermi level is above
and below the Dirac point (Fig. 1). We start with the first case,
corresponding to R < 1.
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FIG. 2. Diagrammatic cooperon equation and conductivity
corrections.

A. Fermi level above the Dirac point

The retarded (R) and advanced (A) Green’s functions in the
subband s are given by
. _ld)
1 i +ise ) )

1
R,A "N _ ~RA 1 LSy
Goo(r,r')y =Gy (r,r ,kF)2 (:Fise o )

Here, ¢ is the polar angle of the vector p =r —r/, ki are
the wave vectors at the Fermi level in two subbands, Eq. (4),
and Gg’A(r,r/; kr) is the standard Green’s function in a simple
parabolic band with the Fermi wave vector kg:

ke
GRAr . ikp) = 7i ——
0 ( F) + hvp ,—27_[
XeXp[ika_ﬂ:FlZ+ P(r, r)i|
(14)
with [ = vpt. The magnetic-field-induced phase is
O(r,r') = (v + Y = x)/ I, (15)

where

B =+/N/|eB|

is the magnetic length for elementary charge (e < 0). Here,
we used the fact that ¢ and [ are the same in both branches.

The interference-induced correction to the conductivity
is expressed via the cooperon (see Fig. 2). In the basis of
states with spin projections on the z axis, «,8,y,6 = 1, ], the
cooperon satisfies the following equation:

Chrir) = vozpjf(rl,rz)+/drPW(r1,r)c (r,ra),

(16)
where

Pl (ry,r) =

and G5 =3 (GF A)w

Under the condition of well-separated spin branches,
|k; — kg |l > 1, which we assume from now on, the product
GSR (rl,r)G:)(rl ,r) oscillates rapidly on the scale of the mean
free path if s # s’. Therefore, P has only two terms in the sum

VoGE (r.r)G) (r1.r),
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with s = s’

Pit(rir) = Vg D (GF),.(GE), .- a7
s=+

Summation over s yields the 16 components of the matrix
P. Passing to the basis of states with a fixed total angular
momentum and its projection to the z axis, i.e., to the
basis 111 .(1) + 41)/v2.(+} = §1)/v/2. | | weobtain that
the triplet state with the zero momentum projection, i.e.,
(14 + {1)/+/2, does not contribute to weak localization.
The matrix P corresponding to the three other states,

M, = 11)/V2, L1, has the following form:

1 _jR i 1,20
3 lﬁe’ se
p _ i R ig i R ,—i¢
P=Py|ize 1 i€ , (18)
129  _; R ,—i¢ 1
26’ ie ! 2

where

exp (—|r — r’|/l)ei¢(r!r,)

) = = e =7

19)

with 7 = 1/(1 4+ t/74), and ®(r,r’) given by Eq. (15).

It is worth comparing the form of the matrix P, Eq. (18),
with its form for weakly split Fermi circles at A <« Eg (R —
0). In that case, the matrix P had the form of a 4 x 4 block-
diagonal matrix with a separate triplet 3 x 3 block and an
independent singlet sector. In the limit At/h — oo (but still
R = 0) the triplet state with zero spin projection decouples and
its matrix elements vanish, so that the triplet block becomes
a2 x 2 matrix [11]. However, Eq. (18) demonstrates that, for
strongly split spin branches (R # 0), the singlet cooperon state
becomes mixed with the two triplet ones. This mixing, linear
in the parameter R, arises due to the difference in the densities
of states in the spin branches: g, — g_ &« R, Eq. (8).

The cooperon can be found in the basis of Landau level
states with charge 2e, Wy, (r):

Chrry= > CRN.NYWL )Wy (r),

N.N'.q.q'

where N = 0,1,2,... is the Landau level number, and ¢ is
the in-plane wave vector for the Landau gauge. Expanding the
matrix P, Eq. (18), over this basis, we obtain from Eq. (16)
an infinite system of linear equations for the coefficients
C%s (N,N’). It can be block-diagonalized in the basis of states
with fixed N + s, where s, = 1,—1 is the angular momentum
projection in the triplet state while s, = 0 describes the singlet.
The equation for the blocks C(N) has the following form,

C(N) = Vi Ay + AyC(N), (20)
where
. (1) 2
3Py % Py, Py,
. 1 . 1
Ay =|i%Py, Py_i -2l @D
1 p(2) . R p() 1
EPN72 _ITZPN71 EPN
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Here, P,E,’") (m=1,2)and Py = P,S] ) are defined as follows,

pom _ 18 | N
N I\ (N +m)!

X /00 dx exp(—xlg/l — x*/2)x™ L% (x%),  (22)
0

with L’ being the Laguerre polynomials. All values with
negative indexes should be substituted by zeros.

The conductivity correction is a sum of two contributions
shown in Fig. 2:

O = Obs + Onon-bs-
The backscattering contribution to the magnetoconductivity is
given by
h 5 a
Obs = / dr / dr' %:[C(r,r/)r(r,r’)] e (23)

where C = C — V¢ P is the cooperon calculated starting from
three scattering lines. The squared electric current vertex is
presented by the following operator,

iel tN\N* s
r= Z(7 . ) GRG4, (24)

s==+

where rt?) is the transport time in the subband s. Comparing

with Eq. (17), we see that operator I" has a matrix form similar
to P, and the only modification is caused by the squared
transport time.

In contrast to the quantum scattering rates, the transport
rates in the branches are different. In order to calculate the
transport times, we solve a system of equations for the velocity
vertexes in the subbands, vy:

, |14 55 cos6
vi(¢) = vpcosg + Z(l —s R)<—v;‘,(<p’)> .
2 ,
s'=% ¢
(25)
The solution is given by
v} (¢) = vpcos ¢ T,/ T,
where [20]
o*
L =1FR. (26)
T
As a result, we obtain'
e? 1\*
B) = — 1+ 3R —
obs(B) 2n2h( + )(13>
o0
x Z Tr[[TAY(Z — An)7'], (27)
N=0

IStrictly speaking, formally we get Tr[[TAyA%(Z — Ay)~'1,
where Ay is obtained from the matrix Ay by the substitution
R — R(3 + R?)/(1 + 3R?). However, replacing the matrix Ay by
Ay does not change the trace.
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where 7 is a 3 x 3 unit matrix, and
IT = diag(1,—1,1). (28)

The nonbackscattering contribution, given by a sum of the
second diagram in Fig. 2 and the one conjugated to it, reads

h
Onon-bs = ; E fdr/dr/
af

x / dr'[K(r.r)Cr' r K" rlth.  (29)

Here, the vertex is given by
. (s)

iel T
K@r.r)y=— E L
(r.r) h T

s=%

VEGR(r,rGA(r,r") cos(p — ¢'),

(30)

where ¢ and ¢’ are polar angles of the vectors r and r/,
respectively. Summation over s yields

K(r,r)= % cos (¢ — ¢ )(1 + RHP(R)), (31)

where the matrix P(R’)is givenby P, Eq. (18), with R replaced
by

2R
14+ RY
In the basis of Landau level states with charge 2e and fixed
N + s;, the operator K (r,r’) is written as

/

(32)

K= 3Kb— SKno, (33)
where the matrix Ky is
Y, —iERR, 1R,
Ky = i%PN—l P,E,lll i%P,(\,zil ) 34)
_%Pz(vlll _i%PN %Pl(vl)

Finally, we obtain
2

e suf 1 2
Onon-bs(B) = m(l + R7) E

o0
x Z Te[KNTIK§ An(Z — Ay)~!
N=0

+KNTKNAN (T — A7) (35)

B. Fermi level below the Dirac point

For the Fermi level below the Dirac point, R > 1 in Fig. 1,
the Green’s functions for the two Fermi circles i = 1,2 are
different due to unequal values of the Fermi wave vectors
kg’z). Therefore, we have

P(ror)y=V; Y Gir.r)Gia.r). (36)
i=1,2

The products GRG# have the same coordinate dependence as
at the Fermi level above the Dirac point; the difference is only
in the density of states factors g;, Eq. (12). As aresult, P(r,r’)
has the same form as in a one-subband system with s = —
with the density of states equal to g; + g». The conductivity
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correction in such a system is the same as in the single branch
s = — with R = 1 and the transport time 7, = 27. Therefore,
the corrections ops and openps are given by Eqgs. (27) and (35)
with R = 1.

The above consideration shows that the conductivity cor-
rection at R > 1 is equal to that at R = 1. In other words,
when the Fermi level goes down through the Dirac point at
k = 0, the correction does not change with further decreasing
the Fermi energy to the bottom of the conduction band.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Let us now discuss the obtained expressions for the conduc-
tivity corrections. We remind the reader that Eqs. (27) and (35)
have been obtained under the condition |k — kg [[>>1. At
small Rashba splitting relative to the Fermi energy, R — 0,
the derived conductivity corrections coincide with the result
obtained in Refs. [10,12] for weakly split spin subbands,
ki — kg | < kit +k; in the limit of fast spin rotations
At/h — oo.

At the Fermi level lying exactly in the Dirac point, R = 1,
our results pass into the expressions obtained in Ref. [29] for
the spectrum consisting of a single massless Dirac cone. A
single-cone result for the considered two-subband system at
R =1 follows from the zero density of states of the subband
s = + (the Fermi wave vector for it is equal to zero). In this
case, the contribution of this subband to the conductivity is zero
and scattering to it from the other branch is absent. Therefore,
the subband s = + is excluded from transport while the states
in the other branch (s = —) are described by the same spinors
as in a single valley of graphene or on the surface of a three-
dimensional topological insulator. The same result is obtained
for a single spin subband in a 2D topological insulator at
the critical quantum well width (no gap) in Ref. [26] (this
corresponds to n = 1 there).

A. Zero-field conductivity correction

Atzero field, the conductivity corrections are obtained from
Egs. (27) and (35) by passing to integration over N. This yields

e*(1+3R?»)
ops(B =0) = I T

1/(+9) g p
X —Tr[IAZ - A7, (37
0 P3

6‘2

1 R22
8n2h( + R%)

Onon-bs(B = 0) =

1/(+y)
x / FTr[(KHKT + KTTK)
0

x AZ — A7 (38)

Here, the matrices A and K are obtained from Ay and Ky
(N > 1) by substitutions [26,30]

1
Y AN R Aty

pim ~ p[ L= PUE V"
N 1+ P(+y)

P,

(39)
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with ¥ = t/7,4. Note that P is expressed [31] as the Fourier transform with respect to » — r’ of the function Py(r,r’) defined in
Eq. (19) with ®(r,r’) = 0. The corresponding wave vector is given by ¢ = 2N/ Ip.

Calculating the traces in Egs. (37) and(38), we get

62

o(B=0)=—

The explicit form of the function /C(P,R,y) is derived in the
Supplemental Material [31]. When one is interested in the
corrections up to O(1) in the limit y — 0, y in the numerator
of Eq. (40) can be neglected, which yields

K(P,R,0) = (R> — D(3R* + 16 R* + 9)P*
+(10—-5R*+17R*+6RHP?
+(14+ 11 R> — 6 R* + RO P2
+Q2—-10R*—5R>*+ RP —(1+3RY.
(41)

Furthermore, one can also neglect y in the nonsingular factors
in the denominator. For this reason, finding the roots of the
cubic polynomial in the square brackets in the denominator of
Eq. (40) perturbatively in y < 1, we replace it by

[1+P—P2(1—R2)](1—P—y R > (42)
1 + R?
Then, integration in Eq. (40) yields
o(B = 0) = 04itt(T) + oban(R). (43)
The first term here is the diffusive contribution dependent on
the temperature T via 7y4:
oan(T) = 4;22 ~n [’Q’ET)]. (4)

We emphasize that the coefficient in front of the logarithm is
independent of R. It is worth stressing that the coefficients
in divergent logarithmic terms related to both backscattering
and nonbackscattering contributions are R dependent [31],
and only the sum of these terms gives the universal coefficient
e?/(4m*h) prescribed by a symplectic class of symmetry.

It is shown in Appendix C that, in the experimentally
relevant case of fixed electron concentration, the dephasing
time 1, is independent of R, so that the argument of the
logarithm in Eq. (44) also does not depend on R. The
dependence on R, however, appears in the ballistic term which
takes into account the interference corrections from ballistic
trajectories with a few (three or more, because we discuss
the contribution sensitive to magnetic field) scattering events
and is regular at low temperatures 7/75 < 1. At /74 =0
we obtain the following analytical expression for the ballistic
contribution to the conductivity correction:

e [3+8R*+R* 4—-RY(1+R>
4n2h 4 2
2+ R+ R*

Obal(R) = — In2

In(1 + R?)

3445 —4R?
n
2T+ R?

8 — 13R?> +5R*
25 —4R?

}. (45)

1/(1+y)
—= dp
m2h /0 [1—(1+y)R?—1)P3 —

K(P,R,y) 40)
2y +2—RHP2+ Pyl(Py + D1+ P+ Py)?*
[
In particular, we find
2 _ 4 10 3+5 —
(Tball(R):——e 3/4—2In2+ fsln 7. R=0,
472h 3—2In2, R=1,
(46)

which gives the values —0.0275¢% /hat R = 0 and —0.041e2 /A
atR = 1.

The correction oy, (R) determines the dependence of the
total conductivity correction on the spin-orbit splitting. The
zero-field conductivity correction is presented in Fig. 3. In
contrast to the result of the diffusion approximation, the total
correction depends, however, on the Fermi level position at
0 < R < 1. The correction saturates at a certain value after the
Fermi level crosses the Dirac point, at R > 1 (see Sec. III B).
A significant difference between the exact result and the result
obtained within the diffusive approximation, Eq. (44), which
is clearly seen in Fig. 3, demonstrates the essential role of
ballistic processes in weak localization at realistic values of

T/T4.

1.2 ; . '
| 1ol T/T4=0.001 _
R
g [ diffusion 1
5 approximation
© 08| .
—

o

15 Y S U p— (R -
"2 s .
= T/T,=0.01

S 06 .
Q

N

0.4 : : :

0.0 0.5 1.0
R=a/hv,

FIG. 3. Zero-field conductivity correction as a function of the
Rashba splitting parameter R = «/(hvg) (solid curves). The diffusive
contribution to the quantum correction, Eq. (44), is independent of R
(dashed curves).
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For a system of a finite size L the conductivity correction is
finite even in the absence of dephasing. At y = 0 we integrate
in Eq. 40)upto P =1 — 12/(2L2) and obtain

e’ 2L e’

ax?h 2 anh
This equation shows that the ballistic correction calculated
without dephasing, when the diffusive contribution is cut off
by the system size, differs from the result calculated at finite
dephasing by the term o< In(1 + R?). This is related to the fact
that 74/t corresponds to L?/(D7) in the logarithmic diffusive
contribution, where D = (1 + R?)I?/(27) is the diffusion
coefficient (see Appendix A).

As discussed above, the zero-field correction can be also
obtained by calculations in the momentum space in the basis of
chiral subband states (3). This alternative derivation, leading to
the same results, is presented in Appendix B and the Supple-
mental Material [31]. Backscattering and nonbackscattering
contributions to the conductivity correction are calculated
and their dependences on R and on the dephasing rate are
analyzed. It is shown in the Supplemental Material [31] that the
backscattering and the nonbackscattering contributions to the
conductivity have the same order of magnitude and different
signs compensating each other to a large extent.

or(R) = In(1 + R?) + opan(R). (47)

B. Magnetoconductivity

The magnetic field dependence of the conductivity correc-
tion is given by Eqgs. (27) and (35). The results of calculations
are shown in Fig. 4. The magnetic field is given in units of the
characteristic field By,

h
el
The correction monotonously decreases with the magnetic

field for all R. The magnetoconductivity varies with the Rashba
splitting. The magnetic field dependence is stronger at R ~ 0.5

By (48)

1.0 Ty T

T
0.04 -

0.8

Conductivity correction (ez/2nh)

Magnetic field (B)

FIG. 4. Magnetoconductivity at different R = «/(hvg). The de-
phasing rate 7 /7, = 1072 (thin solid curves) and /7, = 1072 (thick
solid curves). Dashed lines present the diffusion approximation
results, Eq. (54). Dotted lines are high-field asymptotics, Eq. (49).
The inset shows the function A(R), Eq. (§3), describing the high-field
asymptotics of the conductivity correction.
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due to the higher zero-field value of the correction (see Fig. 3).
The magnetic field dependencies at a given R coincide in
fields B 2 0.1By independently of the value of 7,/t. The
reason is that the magnetic-field-induced phase which breaks
the interference is stronger in those fields than dephasing.

In high magnetic fields B > By (but still B is classically
weak), the conductivity correction decreases according to the
following asymptotic law:

Z B
Ot = %A(R),/EO. (49)

The function A(R) is a sum of backscattering and nonbackscat-
tering contributions, A = Aps + Anon-bs, Where

1+3R* & s
Ao = = Tr(MAY), (50)
N=0
(14 R??
Anon-bs = T

[}
XZTF(ENHE£AN+I?{]HI€NAN+1). (51)
N=0

The matrices Ay and Ky are obtained from Ay and Ky by
the following substitutions [26]: All P\" with odd N should
be taken by zeros, and at even N = 2k,

T (2k)! @ \/E./(Zk)!(Zk%—Z)!

2 2%k T 2 2%+l + D!

S S O BT R,
2* V2k+1 * 2k + )2k +3)

From Eqgs. (50)—(52) we obtain
_ J/m(GR*+3)  45R*+26R*+13
3242T%(3/4) 256327

The dependence A(R) is shown in the inset to Fig. 4. The
high-field asymptotes Eq. (49) are presented in Fig. 4 by the
dotted lines.

A comparison with the results of the exact calculation
shows that the asymptotes perfectly describe the conductivity
correction at B 2 10By, but only the exact expressions
describe the magnetoconductivity in the intermediate range
of fields.

The magnetoconductivity 6o (B) = o(B) — o (0) in the dif-
fusion approximation is given by the conventional expression
for systems with fast spin relaxation,

sz i

A(R)

(33)

2

472h

Sogir(B) = — [¥(1/2+1/b) + Inb],

(54)

p=2250 1 gy 2P0
B() T lé
where ¥ (x) is digamma function. The dependences o (0) +
dogie(B) with o(0) calculated by Eqgs. (43)-(45) are plot-
ted in Fig. 4 by dashed lines. It is well known that the
diffusion approximation does not describe the magnetocon-
ductivity in fields B 2 By [10,29]. Our calculation demon-
strates that diffusion approximation satisfactorily describes the
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magnetic field dependence of the conductivity correction up
to (0.02...0.03)By (see Fig. 4).

Figure 4 demonstrates that neither the diffusion approxi-
mation nor high-field asymptotics describe the conductivity
correction, and the exact expressions are needed to describe
the magnetic field dependence in the whole range of classically
weak fields.

V. CONCLUSION

In this work we have developed the theory of weak
localization in 2D systems with an arbitrary strong linear-
in-k spin-orbit splitting of the energy spectrum. The theory
describes weak antilocalization in systems with the Rashba
or Dresselhaus isotropic spin-orbit splittings. We have derived
an analytical expression for the conductivity correction that
includes both diffusive and ballistic contributions and is valid
in a wide interval of phase breaking rates and magnetic fields.
We have found that the ballistic contribution depends solely
on the spectrum characteristics [see Eq. (45)] and, therefore,
reflects the intrinsic properties of the system. We have also
shown that the magnetoconductivity varies with the Fermi
energy when the Fermi level is above the “Dirac point” of the
spectrum, but does not depend on the Fermi energy when it
goes below this point.
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APPENDIX A: DRUDE CONDUCTIVITY

Although the Drude conductivity in a system with well-
separated spin branches has been calculated in Ref. [20], we
rederive it in this Appendix, in order to introduce the kinetic
equation with quantum corrections that lead to the interference
contribution to the conductivity (see Appendix B below).

The distribution function of electrons with energy E = Ef
in the two-band model can be written as

f =) Ad)lEr — Es(K)], (A1)

s=+

so that the current reads
Je =eve Y gs(As(@)cosg),. (A2)

s==+

Here, vr is the Fermi velocity, Eq. (5), equal in both branches,
the angular brackets denote averaging over ¢, and the densities
of states at the Fermi energy in the branches are given by
Eq. (8).

Within the Drude-Boltzmann approximation, functions
A;(¢p) obey the system of two coupled balance equations:

— eEvpcos g = Z (M (p — @) A (¢)
s'==+

—TH@ — A p),. (A3
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Here, £ is the electric field, and we have introduced the ingoing
and outgoing scattering rates,

. 21 21
rneg) = fw‘m/(enzg‘«, ree) = ?vs.«(e)ﬁgx,
(A4)

which are related as follows: ', = T'%"*. The total outgoing
rates, Eq. (7), coincide for two bands,

1 ou ou ou ou 27[ g + g—
- (T 4+ T2 ) = (MM + T )y = ?Jr—lvolz.
(A5)
We search for solution of Eq. (A3) in the form
Ay = age&l cos @, (A6)

where a, are dimensionless coefficients. In terms of ag the
Drude conductivity reads

e*vit
Oop = E 8sds-
s=+

> (A7)

Substituting Eq. (A6) into Eq. (A3), we see that a; obey the
following set of coupled equations,

1 =a, — Z Vss' Ay’ (A8)
where
Vs = T(Th(0) cos 0),- (A9)
Simple calculation yields
Vir = —y_4 = 8+
=TV =5 T
2(g+ + 8-
(g+g 8-) (A10)
Yoo = V4o = o,
i 2(8+ +8-)
and
2
a=—5__ (A11)
g+ t+8-
Finally, the Drude conductivity becomes
2 2
8y +8- m
op = ezvﬁ-tgiTg_ = e*vit 2ﬁhz(l +R?Y).  (A12)

We note that for the fixed value of Ef, the Fermi velocity
depends on R as

2o 2k 1 (A13)
F™ m 1-R2
As aresult, we get
& 1+ R?
oD | Ep=const = ;EFTW- (A14)

In fact, experimentally, it is the electron concentration that
is fixed. When the Fermi level is located above the Dirac point,
the electron concentration is given by
(ki ) + (kg )? _om ( maz)

A\

where the Fermi wave vectors in the subbands are given by
Eq. (4).

(A15)
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From Eq. (5) we express the Fermi velocity in terms of the
fixed concentration and the parameter R:
2 2w h*n (A16)
Vg = ————.
7 m2(1 + R?)
As a result, the Drude conductivity for a fixed value of n takes
its conventional form:

(A17)

Thus, the Drude conductivity for fixed electron concentration
does not depend on R.

Writing the diffusion equations for 2D concentrations
in two subbands, ny, and noting that they are related as
ny/n_ = g./g_, we obtain that the diffusion coefficient is
also R independent for fixed n:

2

VET nhnr
D=+ R =—"0

(A18)

APPENDIX B: QUANTUM CORRECTIONS
TO KINETIC EQUATION

As it was shown in Ref. [9], the weak-localization cor-
rection to the conductivity can be interpreted in terms of
localization-induced correction to scattering cross section on
a single impurity. Below, we generalize this approach for the
system with a strong Rashba splitting of the spectrum. The
corresponding trajectories are presented in Fig. 5.

Within the kinetic equation formalism, weak localization
leads to corrections to the ingoing scattering rates, so that
Eq. (A8) modifies

- Z(VM’ + 8ym’)as’a s ==+ (Bl)

Here, y,y are given by Eq. (A10),
8¥sy = (8T (¢) cos (p) (B2)

FIG. 5. Trajectories with N impurities giving rise to the quantum
conductivity correction. The processes of backscattering (a) and
scattering by an arbitrary angle ¢ (b) contribute to o, and Gpen-bs,
respectively.
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and 8I'" are the interference-induced corrections to the
scattering rates. Treating the correction §ysyay as a small
perturbation, one can replace in this term coefficients a; with
their Drude values given by Eq. (A11). Doing so, we find that
the weak-localization-induced corrections to a; obey

Ay = Say + g-da_ — gy day
2(g+ +¢&-) ' B3)
A = da_ + g+8ay — 875077
2(g++¢-)
where
s Zﬁyw gy (B4)

The conductivity correction is proportional to > g.8a;.
Solving Eq. (B3), we get

ngaas = ig szgf.

Substituting Eq. (B5) into Eq. (A7) we express the conductivity
correction via corrections to the scattering rates,

(BS)

2ezl2

> glgy(sTin(p)cosg).  (BO)

ss’

Similar to Refs. [9,26], we express & Fif;,(go) in terms of return
probability w;y (¢), which depends now on the branch indices
(s’ initial branch, s final branch). To this end, we introduce the
rates

(B7)

Vs (@) = Pwyy (@) gy Vi (T + 9)

(rule of summation over repeated indices does not apply
here). Correction SF‘“ (¢) is given by the sum of so-called
backscattering and nonbackscattermg corrections [9,26],

ST () = Co [Znass/a(go — )Y (e (@) — mw}

(B3)
with
872k

Co = ) (B9)
muvrl

This coefficient is responsible for the smallness of the quantum
correction.

Substituting Eq. (B8) into Eq. (B6) and using wyy = wy
and W,y = Wy, we finally get

212¢
_e 0<nggs’(g§+g3’

o(B=0)= e
0

ss’

+2g,8y cos @) wsy (@) Vi, (T + <p)> . (B10)
¢
This expression can be shown to coincide with a sum of

Egs. (37) and (38) of the main text (see also the Supplemental
Material [31]).
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APPENDIX C: DEPHASING DUE TO COULOMB INTERACTION

The equation for the cooperon in the presence of inelastic electron-electron scattering due to the Coulomb repulsion [1] reads

(see the Supplemental Material [31])

d
Cov(p.¢":q) = Cn(ww,qHZ/ %/

5152

do, ,
—C?Y] (0.0, (01.02.0)Co,s (92,9 Q). (C1)

The cooperon self-energy is, in general, a matrix in subband space, given by

Tde (&QT
E¢ ’ =16 2t 518 /
5152((p1 (PZ) T°T 85,85, r (27T) (2]_[)2 Q
Here,
U, 0)=

—ImU(Q, Q)C) , (¢1.92: 2, Q) P91 2, Q) P(92: 2, Q). (C2)

1 DQ?—iQ

DO?

is the Fourier component of the dynamically screened Coulomb potential [31], D is the diffusion coefficient, Eq. (A18), and

go = m/(2m).

The integral over 2 diverges logarithmically at 2 — 0. We regularize this divergence self-consistently in a usual way [1] at

2 of the order of the dephasing rate 1/7, and get

2
i 2= 515285185, TT

Ef:sz ~ — , (C3)
8o Ty
with
l = r In(T7y) = In(4m goD). (C4)
75 4mwgoD 47 goD
In the diffusion approximation g/ < 1, the solution of Eq (C1) with the self-energy (C3) takes the form [31]
Cov (0.0 q) ~ ::;O:; { ss’ + tqu]()sq;:T g%+ scos ) 427 [ sin @ sin ¢’ + D’;#_:T; COS @ COS @ } } (C5)

The logarithmically divergent diffusive term in the conductivity correction is thus cut off by 1/7, given by Eq. (C4).
In the experimentally relevant case, when the electron concentration 7 is kept fixed by applying the gate voltage, the diffusion
coefficient D (and hence the ratio 74/7) do not depend on R [see Egs. (A18) and (C4)]:

T mT = 2ant
— = (C6)
Tp  27n m
As aresult, the T-dependent diffusive term Eq. (44),
et 2 2 hn
it T) = In —= ~ s C7
oain(T) 472h 1 T 4m’h " mT In(2m hnt/m) €N

is R independent for fixed n.
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