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Adsorption of metal-phthalocyanine molecules onto the Si(111) surface passivated by δ doping:
Ab initio calculations
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We report first-principles calculations of the energetic stability and electronic properties of metal-
phthalocyanine (MPc) molecules (M = Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, and Zn) adsorbed on the δ-doped Si(111)-
B(

√
3 × √

3) reconstructed surface. (i) It can be seen that CrPc, MnPc, FePc, and CoPc are chemically
anchored to the topmost Si atom. (ii) Contrastingly, the binding of the NiPc, CuPc, and ZnPc molecules to
the Si(111)-B(

√
3 × √

3) surface is exclusively ruled by van der Waals interactions, the main implication being
that these molecules may diffuse and rearrange to form clusters and/or self-organized structures on this surface.
The electronic structure calculations reveal that in point (i), owing to the formation of the metal-Si covalent bond,
the net magnetic moment of the molecule is quenched by 1μB, remaining unchanged in point (ii). In particular,
the magnetic moment of CuPc (1μB) is preserved after adsorption. Finally, we verify that the formation of ZnPc,
CuPc, and NiPc molecular (self-assembled) arrangements on the Si(111)-B(

√
3 × √

3) surface is energetically
favorable, in good agreement with recent experimental findings.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevB.93.115301

I. INTRODUCTION

In the past quarter of a century, self-assembled monolayers
of organic molecules have emerged as an important nanotech-
nology. The growth of self-assembled monolayers (SAMs)
depends sensitively on the weak noncovalent interactions
between molecules, steric effects, and the interaction of
the molecules in the layer with the surface. The low-index
crystalline surfaces of noble metals have served as a convenient
platform for studying the surface-confined self-assembly of
small organic molecules [1–5]. Although noble-metal surfaces
do not, as a general rule, provide unsurmountable kinetic barri-
ers to aggregation and self-assembly, this is not true of silicon
surfaces [6,7], where surface reactivity and diffusion barriers
impede the growth of supramolecular arrays. Therefore,
one cannot employ supramolecular assembly methodologies,
which are contingent on the use of passive surfaces, to design
hybrid silicon-organic devices that would take advantage of
the versatile biofunctional and optical properties of organic
materials [8,9].

Consequently, the recent discovery [10–13] that small or-
ganic molecules can be assembled into supramolecular arrays
on Si(111) surfaces that are passivated by B δ doping [14–18]
is of considerable importance to the study of self-assembly
on Si. Although it has been known for many years [19–21]
that the Si surface can be passivated by adsorbing noble-metal
atoms, like Ag, onto Si(111), δ doping affords the opportunity
of studying self-assembly directly on an atomic layer of Si
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atoms without the complication of an interlayer because the
δ-doped B layer lies just below the surface.

Among the many small organic molecules that are potential
candidates for forming SAMs on the δ-doped Si(111) surface,
polyaromatic phthalocyanine (Pc) is one of particular interest.
In its ionic form (C32H16N2−

8 ), Pc is able to accommodate
in its central cavity atoms or groups of atoms in their 2+
oxidation state. Transition-metal atoms, for instance, are
routinely incorporated in that position, and this has important
implications for the electronic, magnetic, and/or chemical
behavior of the resulting molecule [22]. A number of recent
theoretical and experimental studies address the adsorption
of transition-metal phthalocyanine molecules on metallic and
semiconducting surfaces [23–28].

The focus of this study is a theoretical investigation of the
adsorption of a wide range of metal-phthalocyanine (MPc)
molecules on the B-passivated Si(111) reconstructed surface.
We examine the bonding between the surface and the adsorbate
and the tenacity of the magnetic moment located on the
metal atom to adsorption. We also explore, by studying the
coupling between the molecules, the formation of SAMs of
MPc molecules on this surface, recently observed for ZnPc
and CuPc with scanning probe microscopy [24].

II. METHOD

The calculations were performed using the density func-
tional theory (DFT) as implemented in the QUANTUM ESPRESSO

package [29]. Exchange correlation was calculated using the
generalized gradient approximation (GGA) including the van
der Waals (vdW) correction based on the nonlocal density
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FIG. 1. Structural model of the Si(111)-B(
√

3 × √
3) surface in both (a) top and (b) side views. The MPc adsorption sites are labeled a,b,

and c. In each MPc/SiB configuration, the central metal atom in the molecule is situated directly above one of the adsorption sites. The atomic
distances are in angstroms. (c) Equilibrium geometry of an isolated MPc molecule. (d) A side view of a MPc molecule adsorbed on site a.

functionals proposed in Refs. [30–32]. The Kohn-Sham
orbitals were expanded in plane-wave basis sets with an energy
cutoff of 380 eV, checked up to 435 eV with energy differences
within 10 meV/cell. To relax the geometry of the systems, the
self-consistent total charge density was calculated using the
� point. The charge transfer and projected density of states
(PDOS), in turn, were calculated with a 3 × 3 × 1 k-point
mesh generated according to the Monkhorst-Pack scheme [33].

The Si(111)-B(
√

3 × √
3) surface (hereafter, SiB) was

represented by slabs comprising seven Si monolayers with
B atoms just below the topmost layer and the bottom layer
being passivated by hydrogen atoms. The periodicity of the
surface unit cell was

√
3 × √

3, with a lattice parameter of
6.7 Å. Depending on the geometry of the adsorbed system, the
surface supercell was hexagonal or square. A vacuum region of
23 Å was introduced in the direction perpendicular to the SiB
surface to prevent spurious interactions between the system
and its images.

III. RESULTS

A. SiB surface and isolated MPc molecules

Initially, we examined some key structural and electronic
properties of the isolated systems: the SiB surface and the
MPc molecule. Our calculated equilibrium geometry for

TABLE I. M-N1 equilibrium bond length d1 (Å) in Fig. 1(c) and
the net magnetic moment (m in units of μB ) for isolated MPc.

Molecule d1 m

CrPc 1.95 4.0
MnPc 1.94 3.0
FePc 1.93 2.0
CoPc 1.92 1.0
NiPc 1.92 0.0
CuPc 1.98 1.0
ZnPc 2.01 0.0

the SiB surface [Figs. 1(a) and 1(b)] agrees with previous
experimental and theoretical results [34,35]. The surface has
a semiconducting character, where the silicon atoms Si1 and
Si2 contribute to the formation of the highest occupied and
the lowest unoccupied states [36]. In Table I, we summarize
our results for isolated MPc molecules. At the equilibrium
geometry, we find M-N1 bond lengths [d1 in Fig. 1(c)] in
the range 1.92–2.01 Å, and our calculated magnetic moments
m are in good agreement with previous theoretical estimates
[37–41] and experimental results [42–46]. Five MPc molecules
presented a net magnetization varying from 1μB to 4μB (NiPc
and ZnPc, in turn, showed m = 0), but we verified that there
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are differences in the origin of their magnetic moments. To
illustrate that, in Figs. 2(a) and 2(c) we present the PDOS
on the metal atoms of isolated CoPc and CuPc molecules.
Both molecules have magnetic moments of around 1μB.
However, those two molecules have a different electronic
distribution; namely, in CoPc, most of the spin polarization
is due to the partial occupation of Co 3dz2 orbitals, with a
negligible contribution from the N 2p orbitals nearest the
central metal atom. Contrastingly, the N 2p orbitals of the inner
ring of CuPc become spin polarized (m = 0.13μB/N atom),
and the net magnetization of the central Cu atom (0.44μB)
is mostly attributed to the 3dx2−y2 and 3dxy orbitals. Those
differences will influence the molecule-surface interaction and
the electronic properties of the adsorbed molecule.

B. Single MPc molecules adsorbed on SiB

Next, we investigated the adsorption of a single MPc
molecule onto the SiB surface. The substrate was represented
by a hexagonal slab comprising 16 (i.e., 4 × 4) unit cells. The
minimum separation between the H atoms at the ends of the
molecule and the closest H atoms in adjacent periodic images
was about 12 Å. This corresponds to a lateral distance of
about 27 Å between the central metal atoms of neighboring
MPc molecules. Therefore, molecule-molecule interactions
can be considered negligible in the energetic analysis. The
energetic stability of the MPc/SiB system was examined by
comparing the total energy of the combined system MPc/SiB
E[MPc/SiB] with the total energies of the completely sepa-
rated components: the MPc molecule (E[MPc]) and the SiB
surface (E[SiB]),

Ea = E[MPc] + E[SiB] − E[MPc/SiB].

Positive values of the adsorption energy Ea indicate an
exothermic process. Here we have considered three plausible
adsorption sites, a,b, and c in Fig. 1(a). Site a deserves special
attention because it is directly above one of the topmost
Si adatoms (Si1). Therefore, it is expected to be the most
chemically reactive site in spite of the fact that B δ doping
passivates the surface. In the adsorbed configurations, the
molecule lays down parallel to the surface, with the metal atom
on top of one of the adsorption sites. The equilibrium molecule-
surface separation h was taken as the vertical distance between
the metal atom in the molecule and the topmost Si atom layer
on the SiB surface [Fig. 1(d)]. Our results for Ea and h are
summarized in Table II. We find that CrPc, MnPc, FePc, and
CoPc molecules prefer to have the metal atom on top of the Si1
adatom in site a. For those molecules, the calculated vertical
distances are close to the sum of the covalent radii of Si and
the metal atom of the MPc molecule (2.33–2.35 Å), indicating
that MPc-SiB chemical bonds are formed. Here the formation
of M-Si1 chemical bonds in the CrPc/, MnPc/, FePc/, and
CoPc/SiB systems can be attributed to the partial occupation
of the M 3dz2 orbital. The other sites, b and c, are found
to be 0.8–1 eV less stable and are characterized by a larger
separation (>3 Å) between the molecule and the substrate.
This suggests they are physisorbed metastable configurations.

The strength of the MPc-SiB chemical interaction can also
be pictured through the differential charge density �ρ at the
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FIG. 2. The calculated projected density of states (PDOS) on (a)
Co and (c) Cu atoms of an isolated MPc molecule. (b) PDOS on the
Co atom of a CoPc adsorbed on SiB. (d) PDOS on the Cu atom of
a CuPc adsorbed on SiB. (e) The calculated net magnetic moment
of isolated (open circles) and adsorbed surface (solid squares) MPc
molecules.
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TABLE II. Adsorption energies (in eV/MPc molecule) for MPc
on SiB adsorption sites a (Ea[a]), b (Ea[b]), and c (Ea[c]), shown in
Fig. 1(a), and the M-Si1 equilibrium vertical distance (in Å), indicated
as h in Fig. 1(d), for the most stable configuration.

Molecule Ea[a] Ea[b] Ea[c] h

CrPc 2.93 1.93 1.90 2.39
MnPc 2.91 1.92 1.87 2.34
FePc 2.97 2.02 1.97 2.30
CoPc 2.89 2.08 2.03 2.33
NiPc 1.95 1.85 1.77 2.80
CuPc 1.89 1.90 1.82 2.97
ZnPc 1.79 1.84 1.76 3.03

MPc-SiB interface, where �ρ can be written as

�ρ = ρMPc/SiB − ρMPc − ρSiB.

ρMPc/SiB represents the total charge density of the MPc/SiB
system, and ρMPc and ρSiB are the total charge densities of the
isolated components. In Fig. 3(a) we present our �ρ result
for the CoPc/SiB system. We find that the electronic charge
redistribution takes place not only at the CoPc-SiB interface
(being mostly aligned with the central pyrrolic ring bonded to
the transition metal) but also below the SiB surface. There is
a net charge-density gain on the Co atom, and the magnetic
moment of the Co 3dz2 orbital is completely quenched (m =
1μB → 0μB ), as shown in Figs. 2(b) and 2(e). Indeed, such a
reduction (of 1μB) on the MPc magnetic moment, mediated by
the MPc-SiB interaction, was also verified for CrPc/, MnPc/,
and FePc/SiB [Fig. 2(e)].

In contrast, the net magnetic moment of NiPc, CuPc, and
ZnPc is unchanged by adsorption [Fig. 2(e)]. Moreover, the
adsorption energies for NiPc, CuPc, and ZnPc on site a

are lower than the adsorption energies of their counterpart
molecules on the same site by about 1 eV and are similar
to the adsorption energies on sites b and c (see Table II). At
the equilibrium geometry, the vertical distances h are larger

(b)

(a)

FIG. 3. Total charge difference �ρ of (a) CoPc/SiB and (b)
CuPc/SiB. Blue and red indicate �ρ > 0 and �ρ < 0, respectively.
The isosurfaces correspond to a charge density of ±5 × 10−4e/a3

0 .

(by ∼0.6 Å) than the sum of the covalent radii of Si and
the metal atom of MPc. The weak interaction between the
CuPc molecule and the SiB surface, when compared with, for
instance, CoPc/SiB, can be verified by mapping the differential
charge density at the CuPc-SiB interface [Fig. 3(b)]. Here we
find a charge-density redistribution localized at the molecule-
surface interface region, around the Cu atom of CuPc.

Although the interaction between the CuPc molecule and
the SiB surface is weak, the D4h symmetry of the molecule
has been removed, promoting a small energy splitting of the
Eg levels, composed of 3dxz and 3dyz orbitals. In Fig. 2(d),
we present the PDOS of CuPc/SiB, where (i) the degeneracy
of the Cu 3dxz and 3dyz orbitals has been removed and (ii)
the occupied Cu 3dz2 orbital has been perturbed due to its
interaction with the SiB surface.

The interaction with the SiB surface provoked distortions
on the molecules. The deviations from the planar structure of
the isolated MPcs, however, were relatively small. Notably,
for the chemisorbed configurations, the central metal atom
moved towards the topmost Si atom to form the chemical
bond, whereas the benzene rings at the molecule ends
displaced upwards, resulting in a slightly convex geometry.
Strain energies [47] were in the 70–100 meV range for the
chemisorbed molecules and below 50 meV for the physisorbed
configurations.

C. Self-assembly

The self-assembly of MPc molecules onto metallic and
semiconducting surfaces has been the subject of a number
of experiments. CuPc, for instance, has been observed to
form self-assembled square arrays parallel to the Ag(100)
surface [27]. Of special interest, however, is the work of
Wagner et al. [24]. Using scanning probe microscopy, the
authors investigated the self-assembling of ZnPc and CuPc
molecules on SiB. Favored by low molecular diffusion barriers
even at room temperature and the presence of step edges, linear
stripes of tilted MPc molecules on the surface terraces were
observed.

CuPc/SiB seems particularly interesting for the investi-
gation of self-assembly since its net magnetic moment is
preserved upon adsorption and, as shown in Table II, the
adsorption energy differences on sites a,b, and c are less
than 0.09 eV and therefore very small compared to the
differences seen for CoPc, for instance. Additionally, for each
adsorption site, we calculated the adsorption energy as a
function of the CuPc rotation around an axis perpendicular
to the molecular plane and passing through the Cu atom.
For rotation steps of 15◦ [θ = 0 → 90◦ in Fig. 1(d)], we
find Ea differences of 0.05 eV for the CuPc molecule lying
on site a (�E[a] = 0.05 eV), and �E[b] = 0.06 eV and
�E[c] = 0.10 eV. Altogether, these results suggest that CuPc
molecules are free to displace and rotate on the SiB surface,
necessary requirements for self-assembling [48] that are not
entirely fulfilled, according to our calculations, by the other
magnetic molecules (CrPc, CoPc, FePc, and MnPc). One
should expect (and this is indeed experimentally observed
for ZnPc, as mentioned in the previous paragraph) that these
requirements are also obeyed by NiPc and ZnPc. However,
these molecules lack net magnetization.
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FIG. 4. Structural models of self-assembled ML composed by
linear stripes of CuPc on the SiB surface, as proposed in Ref. [24].

Following the structural model proposed in Ref. [24], with
tilted rather than planar orientation of the adsorbed molecules,
we calculate the equilibrium geometry, the adsorption energy,
and electronic properties of NiPc, ZnPc, and CuPc molecules
forming a monolayer (ML) of molecular stripes on the SiB
surface (MPc stripe/SiB, with M = Ni, Zn, and Cu) [49].
Initially, taking into account the fact that there is no obvious
adsorption site when the molecule is tilted with respect to
the surface, we have considered six different CuPc stripe/SiB
configurations for which the position of the molecule above
the surface was chosen at random. After relaxation, we find
an Ea of 2.33 eV/molecule for the most stable configuration,
as shown in Fig. 4, with the second (2.31 eV/molecule) and
third (2.30 eV/molecule) most stable geometries very close
in energy. The Ea of the least stable geometry, in turn, was
2.08 eV/molecule. At the equilibrium geometry, the CuPc
molecule is inclined by around 38◦ with respect to the (111)
surface plane (indicated as α in Fig. 4). The intermolecular
distance was 4.1 Å, whereas the shortest separation between
an atom in the molecule and the surfaces was about 2.3 Å. The
other MPc/SiB systems present similar equilibrium geometry,
and we find adsorption energies of 2.30 and 2.27 eV/molecule
for NiPc stripe/ and ZnPc stripe/SiB, respectively. Experimen-
tal measurements indicate an inclination of ZnPc molecules
of ∼30◦ [24]. Here, comparing with the adsorption energies
presented in Table II, we verify that the MPc stripe/SiB
structures are energetically more stable than their counterpart
single MPc molecules adsorbed parallel to the surface [as
shown in Fig. 1(d)]. There is no chemical bonding between
the molecules or between the molecule and the surface in MPc
stripe/SiB, indicating that the self-assembly of MPc linear
structures on SiB is ruled solely by the vdW interaction.

In Fig. 5, we present the total DOS and PDOS on the M
3d and N 2p orbitals. The DOSs of NiPc stripe/ and ZnPc
stripe/SiB systems indicate that the semiconducting character
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FIG. 5. Total DOS (shaded area) and the projected DOS (PDOS)
on the metal 3d and N 2p orbitals of (a) NiPc/SiB, (b) CuPc/SiB, and
(c) ZnPc/SiB.

of the SiB surface has been preserved upon the formation of
a ML of MPc stripes [Figs. 5(a) and 5(c)]. Meanwhile, we
find Cu 3d and N 2p unpaired orbitals within the band gap
of the SiB surface [Fig. 5(b)]. The net magnetic moment of
the MPc molecules remains unchanged in MPc stripe/SiB.
We find m = 0 for NiPc stripe/ and ZnPc stripe/SiB and
m = 1μB for CuPc stripe/SiB. In NiPc stripe/SiB [Fig. 5(a)],
we find electronic contributions of the Ni 3d orbitals near the
valence-band maximum, as well as at the conduction-band
minimum, the latter being resonant with the Ni 2p orbitals.
However, the Zn 3d orbitals present a lower contribution to
the electronic states near the Fermi level [Fig. 5(c)]. The Zn
3d orbital exhibits a DOS peak at EF − 1.8 eV, resonant with
the (highest occupied) N 2p orbital. As shown in Fig. 5(b),
the net magnetic moment of CuPc stripe/SiB is due to the
exchange splitting of ∼0.8 eV of Cu 3d (mostly due to
3dxy and 3dx2−y2 ) and N 2p orbitals, giving rise to a net
magnetic moment of 1μB. To establish if the magnetic state of
the CuPc stripe/SiB is affected by the interactions between
adjacent CuPc molecules, we performed the calculations
with a 2 × 2 square supercell containing four molecules and
assigned the initial magnetization of each Cu atom, creating
one ferromagnetic (all spins up) and three antiferromagnetic
configurations (by combining two spins up and two spins
down in all possible ways). Considering that the magnetic
state remained unchanged when the self-consistent calculation
finished and the final energies of all configurations were
the same, we concluded that there is no magnetic coupling
between molecules in the CuPc stripe/SiB. Based on the Bader
analysis [50], we verified that at the CuPc stripe/SiB interface
the net charge transfer is negligible (<0.03e/CuPc molecule).
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To provide a quantitative picture of the contribution of
the molecule-molecule and molecule-surface interactions to
the formation of self-assembled stripes of CuPc on SiB,
we calculate (i) the binding energy of a free-standing ML
of CuPc stripes, keeping the equilibrium geometry of the
CuPc stripe/SiB system, and (ii) the adsorption energy of a
single CuPc molecule onto SiB, also keeping the equilibrium
geometry of the CuPc stripe/SiB system while quadruplicating
only the area of the SiB slab. In point (i), we took into account
only the molecule-molecule interaction; that is, the CuPc-
surface interaction has been turned off. However, in point (ii)
the molecule-molecule interaction has been turned off, and we
are computing just the (single) molecule interaction with the
SiB surface. We find Eb = 1.54 eV/molecule in point (i) and
Ea = 0.78 eV/molecule in point (ii); the sum of points (i) and
(ii), 2.32 eV/molecule, is practically equal to the adsorption
energy of the CuPc stripe/SiB system, 2.33 eV/molecule. We
can infer that in the absence of chemical bonding, the formation
energy of the self-assembled structure can be estimated by
adding separately the two terms related to molecule-molecule
and molecule-surface interactions [51–53]. By comparing
points (i) and (ii), we find that the energetic stability of CuPc
stripe/SiB is mainly due to the molecule-molecule interaction.

In Ref. [27], the authors found that CuPc molecules
form a planar square (self-assembled) lattice, with a lattice
constant of 14.5 Å, on Ag(100). Using the same considerations
as the previous paragraph, to test the possibility of planar
square CuPc array formation also on SiB, we examine the
CuPc-CuPc interaction (the strength of CuPc-SiB interactions
can be seen in Table II). We consider isolated free-standing
molecules as depicted in Figs. 6(a)–6(d). Figures 6(a)–6(c)
show three CuPc dimer configurations. In Fig. 6(d), we present
a plausible periodic two-dimensional array of CuPc molecules
in a square periodic lattice. Here it is worth noting that
other periodic structures may form. For each geometry, the
CuPc-CuPc equilibrium distance d and the atomic positions
of the molecules were fully relaxed. For the CuPc dimer
configurations, Figs. 6(a)–6(c), we find binding energies of
0.062, 0.040, and 0.012 eV/molecule, respectively. At T =
300 K (room temperature), this also implies that the first
two dimers are stable, presenting binding energies larger than
the available thermal energy (0.026 eV). Meanwhile, for the
square-lattice array [Fig. 6(d)], we find a binding energy of
0.428 eV/molecule, for an equilibrium distance d of 14.13 Å,
namely, close to the one measured for the self-assembled
square lattice of CuPc on Ag(100) [27].

There is no CuPc-CuPc chemical bonding among the CuPc
molecules comprising the square-lattice array [Fig. 6(d)] or
between the CuPc molecules and the SiB surface. For the array,
we can estimate the binding energy by adding (i) the molecule-
molecule interaction (neglecting the molecule-surface inter-
action) and (ii) the molecule-surface interaction (neglecting
the molecule-molecule interaction), as we have done for the
self-assembled CuPc stripe/SiB system. Here, for the (square)
array system, we found 0.428 and 1.896 eV/molecule for
points (i) and (ii), respectively. Consequently, the total binding
energy per molecule is estimated to be 2.324 eV. The formation
of planar square lattices and linear stripes on SiB is therefore
energetically similar, suggesting that both structures may be
found on SiB. The same scenario is expected for the other

d
d

d

d

d

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

FIG. 6. (a)–(c) Structural models of (free-standing) CuPc dimers
and (d) a periodic array of CuPc molecules; the equilibrium distances
d are 14.54, 15.54, 15.10, and 14.13 Å, respectively.

molecules, NiPc and ZnPc on SiB. However, it is worth
noting that we are examining only the energetic stability of the
MPc molecules on SiB. Other aspects such as the activation
energy barriers for diffusion, the growth temperature, and
other surface boundary conditions might play an important
role in the final equilibrium distribution and geometry of the
molecules onto the surface. For instance, the presence of step
edges on SiB promotes the formation of self-assembled stripes
of ZnPc and CuPc molecules [24].

IV. SUMMARY

The results of ab initio calculations of metal-
phthalocyanine molecules adsorbed on the Si(111)-B(

√
3 ×√

3) surface were presented. (i) We found that CrPc, MnPc,
FePc, and CoPc form chemical bonds with the SiB surface
provided that the metal atom is situated directly above
the topmost Si adatom. (ii) In contrast, NiPc, CuPc, and
ZnPc molecules are bound to the surface by only the vdW
interaction. In point (i), upon the formation of MPc-SiB
chemical bonds, the magnetic moment is quenched by 1μB. On
the other hand, the magnetic moment remains unchanged in
point (ii). The nature of the chemical interactions between the
molecules and the surface was further examined by mapping
the electronic charge transfers at the MPc-SiB interface, taking
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CoPc/SiB (m = 1μB → 0μB) and CuPc/SiB (m = 1μB →
1μB) as illustrative cases. As a consequence of the weak
vdW bonding, NiPc, CuPc, and ZnPc are expected to be
able to quickly diffuse above the surface and they would
therefore be expected to form supramolecular arrays, as has
been reported in recent experimental studies of ZnPc and CuPc
on Si(111)-B(

√
3 × √

3) [24]. Based on these findings, we
examined the energetic stability of self-assembled MPc stripes
(M = Ni, Cu, and Zn) on the SiB surface. Those stripes are
composed by MPc molecules separated by 4.1 Å parallel to
the line direction, forming an angle of 38◦ (experiment ∼30◦)
with respect to the surface. The energetic stability of those MPc
stripe/SiB systems is mediated by (i) molecule-molecule and
(ii) molecule-surface vdW interactions. In particular for CuPc
stripe/SiB, we find that the contribution of interaction (i) is
about two times greater than interaction (ii). A similar energy
balance is expected for the other molecules, NiPc and ZnPc.
Also, for the MPc stripe/SiB system, the magnetic moment
of the molecules is not affected by the molecule-molecule
interactions, thus revealing no magnetic coupling. Based upon
interactions (i) and (ii), our total energy results suggest that
we may also find SAMs composed by square lattices of CuPc,
NiPc, and ZnPc molecules on the SiB surface, as observed for
CuPc molecules on Ag(100) [27].
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APPENDIX

The presence of transition-metal atoms within the Pc
skeleton suggests that correlation effects may be important.
Therefore, the results of some of the previous calculations
involving CoPc and CuPc were double-checked employing
the DFT+U approach. The key parameter in these calculations
is the effective Hubbard U , which we determined from first
principles for the metal atoms using the linear response method
that was proposed by Cococcioni and de Gironcoli [54],
obtaining 5.88 and 7.82 eV for Co and Cu, respectively.

Overall, DFT+U yields the same spin states as uncorrected
GGA calculations of CoPc and CuPc either in the gas phase
or adsorbed on SiB, as previously depicted in Fig. 2(d). Of
particular importance is the fact that the quenching of the CoPc
magnetic moment (from 1μB to 0μB) due to the formation
of a Co-Si chemical bond was also reproduced by DFT+U

calculations, as was the lack of magnetic coupling between
adjacent molecules in the CuPc stripe/SiB system. Although
the final occupation of d orbitals was slightly different because
of the U term, the contribution of each orbital to the final
magnetic states was unaltered. Therefore, these results suggest
that the explicit consideration of electron correlations does not
affect the conclusions presented in the main text of this work.
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