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Ultrafast dynamics of reversible photoinduced phase transitions in rubidium manganese
hexacyanoferrate investigated by midinfrared CN vibration spectroscopy
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Photoinduced phase switching dynamics between LTP (low-temperature phase: Fe2+-CN-Mn3+) and PIHTP
(photoinduced high-temperature phase: Fe3+-CN-Mn2+) in rubidium manganese hexacyanoferrate at 4 K was
investigated by visible pump midinfrared probe transient absorption spectroscopy. By monitoring the CN
stretching vibration modes, which are sensitive to the valence states of the adjacent metal ions, we could qualify
not only LTP and PIHTP but also the phase boundary configurations (Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ and Fe3+-CN-Mn3+).
In addition, by irradiating with another light inducing the reverse process to the pump light, we were able to
apply a pump-probe measurement to the persistent phase transitions. The electronic and structural dynamics in
the picosecond region were understood with a phenomenological spectral fitting model. In particular, in both
directions of these phase transitions, the instantaneous generation of the boundary configuration was observed.
This observation suggests that relatively small domains and/or low-dimensional fjord-like domains are created
at the early stage of the transition.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Optical control of physical properties of solids has been
attracting much attention of researchers on materials science
and technology. Photoinduced phase transition is particularly
useful, because drastic changes in electric, dielectric, and
magnetic properties are induced, and the changes can be
ultrafast or permanent depending on the material. The former
will be useful for switching devices and the latter for storage
of information. Cyanobridged metal complexes (Prussian
blue analogs), which exhibit a variety of optical responses,
provide suitable platforms for such investigations.1–10 In
particular, rubidium manganese hexacyanoferrate has been
vigorously investigated for its multifunctionality.11–20 For
instance, pressure-induced phase transition,17 x-ray-induced
phase transition,18 simultaneous occurrence of ferroelectricity
and ferromagnetism,19 and electric-field-induced phase
transition20 have been reported.

Rubidium manganese hexacyanoferrate exhibits a
temperature-induced phase transition with a large
hysteresis loop between high-temperature phase (HTP)
and low-temperature phase (LTP).21 The size of the hysteresis
loop defined by lower and upper phase transition temperatures
T1/2↓ and T1/2↑ strongly depends on the stoichiometry of the
sample.22 The phase transition is triggered by charge transfer
between Fe and Mn ions and accompanied by change of the
structural and magnetic properties. In HTP, metal ions of Fe3+
[S = 1/2, low spin (LS)] and Mn2+ [S = 5/2, high spin (HS)]
are bridged by CN− ligands and construct a three-dimensional
lattice, and Rb+ ions are alternately placed on interstitial sites.
The crystal has a cubic structure at room temperature. In LTP,
the charge configurations are Fe2+ (S = 0, LS) and Mn3+ (S =
2, HS) and the crystal structure is tetragonal, for the lattice is
uniaxially distorted by the Jahn-Teller effect at Mn sites. The
magnetization changes at T1/2↓ or T1/2↑ because the total spin
changes from Stotal = 3in HTP to Stotal = 2 in LTP. LTP shows
ferromagnetic ordering under the Curie temperature (12 K).

Recently, it was also reported that a reversible photoin-
duced phase transition between LTP and a photoinduced
high-temperature phase (PIHTP) is repeatedly controlled by
irradiating the sample with lights at two different wavelengths,
410 and 532 nm, at 3 K.23 In PIHTP, the charge configurations
are the same as that in HTP, and the crystal has a nearly
cubic structure with a slight tetragonal distortion. Since PIHTP
has electronic and structural properties similar to those of
HTP, we call the photogenerated state at low temperature the
PIHTP. It exhibits antiferromagnetic ordering under the Néel
temperature (11.5 K).

From the previous ellipsometric study, the process of the
phase transition is interpreted as follows.24 When LTP is
irradiated by light at a wavelength of 532 nm, the intervalence
transfer (IT) band is excited, and charges at Fe2+ are transferred
to Mn3+ to create PIHTP. In the inverse process, when PIHTP
is irradiated by light at a wavelength of 410 nm, the ligand
to metal charge transfer (LMCT) band is excited to induce
charge transfer from CN− to Fe3+. Subsequently, charges are
supplied from Mn2+ to CN, and PIHTP is reversed to LTP.

In this paper, we applied visible pump midinfrared probe
transient absorption spectroscopy to investigate the dynamics
of the photoinduced phase transitions between LTP and PIHTP.
Since the phase transition is triggered by the charge transfer,
it is significant to study the picosecond charge dynamics to
comprehend the phase transition mechanism in detail. The
frequencies of the CN stretching vibration modes in the
midinfrared range are very sensitive to the valence states of
the adjacent metal ions, and the relations between the resonant
frequencies and the valence states have been empirically
obtained. Hence, we can utilize the vibration spectroscopy,
midinfrared or Raman spectroscopy, as an indicator of the
phase transition and quantify the distribution of not only LTP
and PIHTP but also boundary configurations (Fe2+-CN-Mn2+
and Fe3+-CN-Mn3+), which exist on the boundary of LTP and
PIHTP domains.25 Since the photoinduced phase is persistent,
it is normally difficult to apply pump-probe spectroscopy with
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FIG. 1. (Color online) Static absorption spectra of HTP at room
temperature (red) and LTP at 4 K (blue).

repeated pumping. However, we enabled the measurement by
introducing an accumulation-free method,26 which is an idea
that the initial state for every pump pulse is recovered by
irradiating with another light inducing the reverse process.

II. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

A. Sample properties

The sample we used was a film with a composition
of Rb0.94Mn[Fe(CN)6]0.98 · 1.3H2O formed on a sapphire
substrate.27 The film consisted of microcrystals with sizes
of micrometers, and the thickness is estimated to be about
1 μm. The phase transition temperatures between HTP and
LTP in the cooling and warming processes are T1/2↓ = 145 K
and T1/2↑ = 290 K, respectively. In Fig. 1, we showed the
absorption spectrum of HTP at room temperature (RT) and
that of LTP generated by cooling the sample to 4 K. The
assignments of these peaks were based on empirically obtained
relations between CN stretching vibration frequency and the
valence states of the adjacent metal ions as discussed in detail
by Vertelman et al.28 The frequencies for Fe2+-CN-M2+,
Fe2+-CN-M3+, Fe3+-CN-M2+, and Fe3+-CN-M3+ (M =
transition metal) have been reported to appear in the ranges
of 2065–2110, 2090–2140, 2146–2185, and 2180–2200 cm−1,
respectively, in infrared and Raman spectroscopy. It is found
that the frequencies tend to become higher as the valence
numbers of the adjacent metal ions increase. From this
empirical law, the sharp peak at 2154 cm−1 shown in Fig. 1 is
assigned to Fe3+-CN-Mn2+ (HTP). The relatively sharp peak
at 2074 cm−1 in the spectrum of HTP in Fig. 1 can be assigned
to Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ of Rb2Mn[Fe(CN)6], which is slightly
included as isolated microcrystallines from the synthesis.29

Upon cooling, the peak at 2154 cm−1 corresponding to HTP
gradually decreases around the lower side of the hysteresis loop
at 145 K, and the large broad peak at 2110 cm−1 arises. This
peak is assigned to Fe2+-CN-Mn3+ (LTP) from the empirical
relation.

B. Experimental setup

We performed visible pump midinfrared probe transient
absorption measurement to investigate the picosecond charge-
transfer dynamics of the reversible phase transition processes,
LTP to PIHTP and PIHTP to LTP, in rubidium manganese

hexacyanoferrate. The sample was mounted in a cryostat
equipped with CaF2 windows, and all the measurements were
carried out at 4 K.

We employed a 1 kHz repetitive regenerative amplifier
system (Spectra Physics, Spitfire) producing 120 fs pulses at
800 nm seeded by a mode-locked Ti:sapphire laser (Spectra
Physics, TSUNAMI 3160C), and the output was divided into
pump and probe beams. The pump beam was mechanically
chopped at 500 Hz for lock-in detection. In investigating
LTP to PIHTP conversion, pump pulses at a wavelength of
532 nm, which resonantly excite the IT band to induce the
charge transfer from Fe2+ to Mn3+, were generated by taking
sum frequency of the fundamental beam and the idler beam
from an optical parametric amplifier (OPA) (Light Conversion,
TOPAS-C) with a nonlinear optical crystal, β-BaB2O4 (BBO).
On the other hand, to investigate the reverse process, PIHTP
to LTP conversion, we excited the LMCT band to induce
charge transfer from Mn3+ to Fe2+. We generated second
harmonics of the fundamental wave at 400 nm with a BBO
crystal and employed it as pump pulses. The probe pulses
in the midinfrared region monitoring CN stretching vibration
modes were generated by taking the difference frequency
of signal and idler beams from another OPA system (Light
Conversion, TOPAS-C). The probe light transmitted through
the sample was monochromatized by a grating monochromator
(Nikon, G250) and was detected by an InSb photoconductive
detector. The wave number resolution in our measurement
condition is about 2 cm−1. Two lock-in amplifiers which were
synchronized to 1 kHz and 500 Hz, respectively, were used to
record the intensity of the transmitted light and the transient
absorption change simultaneously. The time resolution of this
measurement system is approximately 260 fs, which was
estimated by measuring cross-correlation of the pump and
probe pulses.

In these experiments, beams inducing the inverse processes
were simultaneously directed to the sample to suppress accu-
mulating of the photoinduced phase during measurements,
which we call the accumulation-free method.26 When we
irradiated the sample with the pump beam at a wavelength of
532 nm, a quasicontinuous wave (CW) light at a wavelength of
400 nm was simultaneously directed to the sample. The quasi-
CW light was obtained by generating second harmonics of
another mode-locked Ti:sapphire oscillator (Spectra Physics,
TSUNAMI 3950C) producing 1.5 ps pulses at a wavelength
of 800 nm. Since the repetition rate of 82 MHz is sufficiently
high, we regard it as a quasi-CW light source. On the other
hand, when we pumped the sample with the beam at a
wavelength of 400 nm, a CW light at a wavelength of 532 nm
was simultaneously directed to the sample. The CW light
was obtained from a frequency-doubled yttrium aluminum
garnet laser pumped by a diode laser. If the CW light is not
irradiated, the photoinduced phase becomes dominant within a
few minutes.26 Although the accumulation of the photoinduced
phase is not completely removed, in this way we could keep
the photoinduced phases at low concentrations for a long time
required for pump-probe measurement. The transient signal is
not affected by the CW light itself, because its fluence in the
time scale observed in our experiment (several hundreds of
picoseconds) is negligibly small compared to that of the pump
light.
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FIG. 2. (Color online) (a) Static absorption spectrum of LTP
during the experiment observing the dynamics of the phase transition
from LTP to PIHTP (black circle) and the fitting result (red solid line).
The decomposed four components, HTP (red), LTP (blue), boundary
(green), and extrinsic Fe2+-Mn2+ (orange), are also exhibited as
dotted lines. (b) Transient absorption spectra at 0, 1, 10, and 50 ps
showing the dynamics of the phase transition from LTP to PIHTP.
The excitation density of pump pulses and CW light are 0.4 W/cm2

and 2 W/cm2, respectively.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. LTP to PIHTP transition

To observe the dynamics of the LTP to PIHTP transition, we
performed transient midinfrared absorption measurement with
pump pulses at a wavelength of 532 nm (0.4 W/cm2). Quasi-
CW light at a wavelength of 400 nm (2 W/cm2) simultaneously
irradiates the sample to keep the concentration of the PIHTP
at a low level during the measurement. Figure 2(a) shows
the absorption spectrum at 4 K during the measurement.
The experimental data are expressed as black circles without
smoothing process. It is found that the spectrum has some
differences from the original LTP spectrum in Fig. 1. The
main changes are the decrease of the peak at 2105 cm−1

corresponding to LTP and the increase of the magnitude around

2080 cm−1. To investigate the spectrum in detail, we tried to
decompose it into four components containing LTP mentioned
above by a least-squares fitting method. The same fitting
processes are applied in the analyses described later. Here
we assumed Gaussian functions for the spectral components,
because the broadenings of these peaks are ascribed to the
randomness of the environment, which is caused by random
lattice strains of various magnitudes in various directions.
From the comparison with the spectrum in Fig. 1, the
small peak at 2157 cm−1 is ascribed to HTP. The relatively
sharp peak at 2074 cm−1 is assigned to Fe2+-CN-Mn2+
valence configuration of Rb2Mn[Fe(CN)6] as mentioned in the
previous section. Since this component is assigned to isolated
Rb2Mn[Fe(CN)6] particles and will not contribute to the
concerned phase transition process, we call it “extrinsic Fe2+-
Mn2+” and neglect it in the discussions hereafter. Assignment
of the broad peak at around 2079 cm−1 is not straightforward,
because this component is hardly observed in HTP at RT or in
fresh LTP generated by cooling shown in Fig. 1. It gradually
arises when 532 nm pump pulses and 400 nm CW laser light,
which induce the inverse phase transitions, simultaneously
irradiate the sample. Since the center wavelength of this peak
is located in the typical frequency range corresponding to
Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ (2065–2110 cm−1), it can be assigned to
this valence configuration. Although the low-frequency tail
of this band exceeds the typical range, it is also ascribed
to Fe2+-CN-Mn2+, because only the low valence pair can
appear in the low-frequency region. We call this component
the “boundary” in the following discussions, because it appears
only on the boundary between LTP and PIHTP as mentioned
in the first section of this paper. It is interpreted that such
a large number of the boundary configurations arise because
the PIHTP domains are fragmented into small clusters while
repeating the innumerable phase switching processes. Once
this broad peak due to the boundary is created, it hardly
decreases even if we stop the pump pulses keeping irradiation
with 400 nm light. We speculate that this fact is explained by
the blocking effect whose mechanism has been understood
as follows.25 When [Fe(CN)6]4− surrounded by six Mn2+
ions are congregated to constitute Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ clusters, the
metal-ion pairs in these clusters become unable to contribute to
the charge transfer. Therefore, the number of Fe2+-CN-Mn2+
valence pairs does not decrease under irradiation of either
532 nm or 400 nm light. The considerable broadening of this
peak is probably caused by random local strain fields which
are created on the interface between domains having different
lattice constants.

Transient absorption spectra at various delay times in
Fig. 2(b) were obtained by scanning the monochromator at
fixed delay times. Here, the transmitted light intensity was
recorded with the lock-in amplifier synchronized to 1 kHz,
and the transient change of the intensity was simultaneously
recorded with another lock-in amplifier synchronized to
500 Hz. We calculated the changes of the optical density (OD)
with the outputs obtained from these two lock-in amplifiers.
We regarded the spiky structures found in Fig. 2(b) as noise and
neglected them in the analysis performed later. We show major
features read from these spectra as follows. First, decreasing
of the absorption around 2110 cm−1 due to LTP was found. On
the other hand, increasing of the absorption in the lower wave
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FIG. 3. (Color online) Time evolution curves of normalized
transient absorption showing the dynamics of the phase transition
from LTP to PIHTP (black circle). The indicated wave numbers
correspond to the black rectangles, where the time evolutions were
measured, shown at the bottom of Fig. 2. The phenomenological
fitting results are inserted as red solid lines.

number range corresponding to Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ (boundary)
was also found. We can see also some complicated behaviors
in the spectra. At 0 ps, a plateau appears in the higher
wave number range, and a bump structure is found around
2140 cm−1. By comparing the spectra at 0 ps and 1 ps, we
can find a slight blueshift of the dip around 2110 cm−1 and
a gradual increase around 2090 cm−1. The complexity was
also reflected in the time evolution of normalized transient
absorption shown in Fig. 3. These curves were recorded by
scanning delay times with the monochromator fixed. These
time evolution curves change critically depending on the
probe wave number. From this fact, these curves seem to be
intermingled by several contributions with different rising and
relaxation times. To understand the phenomenon, we tried to
decompose the spectra.

Figure 4(a) shows the result of the fitting analysis of the
transient absorption spectrum at 200 ps after excitation. We
tried to reproduce the spectrum by superposing the following
three components defined in Fig. 2(a), i.e., the LTP peak at
2105 cm−1, the boundary peak at 2074 cm−1, and the redshift
of the LTP peak, which is expressed as the differentiated wave
form of the LTP absorption peak. Here, we considered also a
Gaussian component corresponding to PIHTP at 2141 cm−1

and a flat offset component. However, the contributions of
these two components are found to be negligibly small at
200 ps. These components are necessary at t = 0 as discussed
in the next paragraph. The large decrease of LTP and the in-
crease of boundary, are interpreted as the reduction of LTP and
the production of boundary, respectively, resulting from the
charge transfer from Fe2+ to Mn3+. The third component, the
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FIG. 4. (Color online) Transient absorption spectra at (a) 200 ps
and (b) 0 ps (black circle). The fitting results are inserted as red solid
lines, and the decomposed components are exhibited as dotted lines.

peak shift of the LTP peak, is ascribed to local strains induced
by a lattice mismatch, which arises when the cubic-like PIHTP
domain is optically generated in the tetragonal background of
LTP. By performing this fitting procedure, the experimental
spectrum could be successfully reproduced as expressed by
the red solid curve in Fig. 4(a). Here, the experimental
spectrum at 200 ps seems to have a small splitting around
2115 cm−1. As the crystal structure in LTP is tetragonal, the
LTP component may split into several components. However,
since all the components observed in this wave number range
(2090–2140 cm−1) can be assigned to the LTP, we neglected
this splitting and treated these peaks as one LTP component in
the analysis. Here, it is interesting to note that the increase
of the PIHTP peak is practically zero, against our natural
expectation. This can be understood from two facts. First,
the oscillator strength of the PIHTP peak is much smaller than
those of LTP and the boundary peaks as found from Fig. 1.22

Second, the number of newly created PIHTPs accompanying a
photoinduced charge transfer is smaller than those of bleached
LTPs and generated boundary configurations. As explained
in Fig. 5, when a charge transfer occurs at one site in LTPs
(Fe2+-CN-Mn3+), only one PIHTP (Fe3+-CN-Mn2+) is newly
created at this site, while LTP is bleached at the surrounding
11 sites and boundary configurations (Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ and
Fe3+-CN-Mn3+) are generated at 10 sites. Incidentally, from
the fact that the sizes of the former two changes, i.e., the
decrease of the LTP peak and the increase of the boundary
peak, are roughly of the same order, it is suggested that the
numbers of the disappeared LTPs and the created boundary
configurations are also of the same order, provided the
oscillator strengths of these peaks are not so different. In the
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FIG. 5. (Color online) The cross-section of the lattice of
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PIHTP (Fe3+-CN-Mn2+) configuration. At the same time, the CN−

sites masked by green dotted ovals (totally 10 sites) surrounding
the charge-transferred site become the boundary configurations
(Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ or Fe3+-CN-Mn3+).

case of photoinduced phase transition, many initial nuclei are
created at random in the LTP background, when photons are
absorbed at Fe2+-CN-Mn3+ pairs. Consequently, the averaged
domain size becomes smaller and/or the domain is apt to have
a low-dimensional fjord-like structure.30 Hence, the relative
amount of the boundary configuration is larger than that in the
case of thermal phase transition, where the continuous domain
growth is the main process of the phase transition.

We applied this decomposition procedure to the transient
absorption spectrum at 0 ps with the same components, and
we show the results in Fig. 4(b). The significant difference
from the spectrum at 200 ps is the positive offset compo-
nent observed in an extremely wide wave number range.
This component is reflected in the time evolution curve at
2200 cm−1 in Fig. 3 as a sharp spike at 0 ps. It is found
that both its rising and relaxing times are as fast as the time
resolution of the measurement system. In addition, we found
that the intensity of this component is rather sensitive to the
measurement conditions. From these facts, we speculated that
the offset component may be due to some nonlinear optical
response such as the Kerr-lens effect which is not directly
related to the phase transition. Hence, we treated it as a flat
component. Removing it from the spectrum, the dominant
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FIG. 6. (Color online) Time evolution curves of the decomposed
five components, LTP, the shift of LTP, boundary, PIHTP, and the off-
set component. The horizontal dotted lines represent zero. The �OD
values for LTP, boundary, and PIHTP were obtained at the peaks of
the Gaussian functions. That for the LTP shift was evaluated at the
extremum of the differentiated wave form (2120.5 cm−1). For the plot
of LTP shift, the corresponding peak shift is displayed on the right
axis.

component is the large decrease of the LTP peak at 2105 cm−1.
This spectrum at 0 ps seems to have a double-peaked structure
around 2105 cm−1, which might correspond to the structure of
the LTP peak shown in Fig. 2(a). This structure in Fig. 2(a) is
not clear because the splitting is smaller than the broadening,
and several peaks may be overlapping. Here, from the same
reason as in the case of Fig. 4(a), we neglected this splitting
and regarded it as one LTP component in the analysis. In
the spectrum in Fig. 4(b), relatively small decreasings of the
boundary peak and the LTP peak shift are also observed. In
addition, it is necessary to assume a positive peak at 2141 cm−1

to reproduce the bump structure in the experimental spectrum.
This component is tentatively assigned to instantaneous PIHTP
generation, although the center wave number is slightly lower
than that obtained in the static absorption spectrum. This
component may correspond to some intermediate state, which
is similar to HTP but has somewhat different lattice relaxation.

We decomposed the transient absorption spectra at other
delay times from −1 to 200 ps in the same way. Figure 6
summarizes the time evolution of the decomposed five com-
ponents, i.e., the LTP peak at 2105 cm−1, the shift of LTP peak,
the boundary peak at 2079 cm−1, the HTP peak at 2141 cm−1,
and the flat offset component. From this analysis, the overall
behavior of time evolutions of every component was revealed.
The LTP component is instantaneously bleached after the light
excitation. The LTP peak shows a redshift of about 0.52 cm−1

taking about 1 ps. The boundary component has an irregular
behavior in which the absorption decreases at 0 ps and it turns
to an increase after 1 ps. These three changes decay slowly and
survive longer than 100 ps. PIHTP and the offset component
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TABLE I. Function forms and time constants of the components
used in the fitting procedure shown in Fig. 3.

τr (ps) τd (ps)
i Component Ii(t) (rising time) (decay time)

1 LTP 1 − exp(−t/τr ) 0.16
2 LTP shift 1 − exp(−t/τr ) 1.32
3 Boundary exp(−t/τd ) 0.27

1 − exp(−t/τr ) 0.31
4 PIHTP exp(−t/τd ) 0.59
5 Offset exp(−t/τd ) 0.10

rise steeply at the time origin and rapidly relax to the initial
state within 1 ps.

In order to analyze more accurately the time evolution at the
early stage (<10 ps) of the transition, we tried to reproduce all
the experimental time evolution curves shown in Fig. 3 based
on these five components. The fitting function is defined as

g(t,ω) =
∫

finst(τ )
∑

i

Ii(t − τ )Ci(ω)dτ (i = 1, 2 . . . ,5),

(1)

where Ci (ω) is the spectral shape of every component
deduced by the decomposition procedure mentioned above,
Ii (t) denotes the time evolution curve of every component, and
finst(τ ) is the instrumental Gaussian function. The subscripts
i indicate the spectrum components. As for the spectrum
shapes, Ci(ω), the components of LTP, boundary, and PIHTP
(i = 1, 3, and 4) are Gaussian functions. The component of
the LTP shift (i = 2) is the derivative of a Gaussian function,
and the offset component (i = 5) is a constant independent
of wave numbers. The function forms of Ii(t) are defined as
shown in Table I to reproduce the shape of the time evolution
curves in Fig. 3. In order to describe the irregular shape of
the boundary component (i = 3), we assumed a sum of two
components: One component instantaneously decreases and
rapidly relaxes. The other component slowly rises and stays
constant. The fitting results are shown in Fig. 3 as red solid
curves, and the obtained time constants are summarized in
Table I. The fitting curves in Fig. 3 have some deviations
from the experimental curves (black circles) around 0 ps.
This discrepancy is ascribed to the nonlinear optical response
which strongly depends on the measurement conditions as
mentioned above. Except for this ambiguity near the time
origin, the detailed structures of the experimental curves are
well reproduced over the measured wave number range. Since
the calculated curves are generally in good agreement with
the experimental data, this phenomenological analysis can be
justified.

From this analysis, the following scenario is derived. First,
light irradiation at 532 nm excites the IT band and induces
immediate charge transfer from Fe2+ to Mn3+, which is
evidenced by a sharp decrease of the LTP band. At the
same time, PIHTP is produced at the charge-transferred sites.
However, almost all the created PIHTP disappears within 1 ps.
Against our natural expectation, the boundary configuration
temporarily decreases just after excitation. These behaviors
can be understood as follows. When a charge is transferred

from Fe2+ to Mn3+, Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ pairs around this Fe2+
disappear and new Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ pairs appear around the
Mn2+. If the boundary components, i.e., Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ and
Fe3+-CN-Mn3+ pairs, prevails, the number of newly created
Fe2+-CN-Mn2+ pairs could be smaller than the number of
those disappeared, and the net change of boundary component
can be negative. If the transient charge-transferred state created
in such a “boundary-rich” area is unstable, the momentary
decrease of the boundary and the increase of the PIHTP can
be understood. After this transient response within one pi-
cosecond, the boundary configuration increases in accordance
with the decrease of LTP configuration till 10 ps and starts
to decrease slowly after that. The existence of a slowly rising
component indicates that the change of the phase has some
delay from the charge transfer transition itself. The relatively
large response of the boundary component indicates that a
large number of boundary configurations are created at the
charge-transferred site surrounded by the background of the
LTP as depicted in Fig. 5(b). Lastly, the LTP peak shift
has a rising time of approximately 1 ps, which is clearly
slower than the charge-transfer process mentioned above. It
can be attributed to a delayed local deformation caused by the
dissolution of Jahn-Teller distortion. The time constant 1 ps
may correspond to the time required for the lattice to deform.
All these photoinduced species except for the short-lived
PIHTP survive longer than 100 ps.

B. PIHTP to LTP transition

To observe the dynamics of the PIHTP to LTP transition,
we performed transient midinfrared absorption measurement
with pump pulses at a wavelength of 400 nm (0.25 W/cm2).
The PIHTP was prepared by irradiating the sample in LTP
with the CW light at a wavelength of 532 nm (1 W/cm2)
at 4 K. Irradiation at this wavelength keeps the LTP at
low concentration during the pump-probe measurement. The
absorption spectrum of PIHTP during the measurement is
shown in Fig. 7(a). The spectrum can be reproduced by the four
Gaussian functions in the same way mentioned in the previous
section. The peaks at 2155, 2099, 2072, and 2074 cm−1 are
assigned to PIHTP, LTP, boundary, and extrinsic Fe2+-Mn2+
of isolated Rb2Mn[Fe(CN)6] microcrystals, respectively. The
spectral shape is different from that of HTP in Fig. 1 in the point
that the HTP peak is smaller and the boundary peak appears.
The production of a large size of the boundary component
indicates that the size of the photocreated domain is small as
in the case of LTP to PIHTP transition discussed in the previous
section. Although a small fraction of the LTP component
remains, the transient variation observed here mainly reflects
the phase transition from PIHTP to LTP, because the number
of PIHTPs is sufficiently larger than that of LTPs. The slight
differences of the center wave numbers of the peaks between
PIHTP in Fig. 7(a) and LTP in Fig. 2(a) are attributed to
the strain caused by transformations of the majority crystal
structures.

Figure 7(b) shows transient absorption spectra at various
delay times in the transition from PIHTP to LTP. We regarded
the spiky structures found in these spectra as noise and
neglected them in the analysis. The major features of these
spectra are described as following. An intense bipolar signal
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FIG. 7. (Color online) (a) Static absorption spectrum of PIHTP
during the experiment observing the dynamics of the phase transition
from PIHTP to LTP (black circle) and the fitting result (red solid line).
The decomposed four components, HTP (red), LTP (blue), boundary
(green), and extrinsic Fe2+-Mn2+ (orange), are also exhibited as
dotted lines. (b) Transient absorption spectra at 0, 1, 10, and 50 ps
showing the dynamics of the phase transition from PIHTP to LTP.
The excitation density of pump pulses and CW light are 0.25 W/cm2

and 1 W/cm2, respectively.

appears around 2155 cm−1, corresponding to the center wave
number of the PIHTP absorption peak. Small peaks can be
found around 2000–2140 cm−1. Here, we measured the time
evolutions at five wave numbers shown by vertical dashed
lines in Fig. 7(b). First, we note the intense positive and
negative signals around 2155 cm−1. Since the spectral shape
around the wave number is similar to the derivative of the
PIHTP absorption band, the signal is assigned to a blueshift
of the PIHTP peak. We can estimate that the bipolar signal
at 50 ps in Fig. 7(b) corresponds to a blueshift of about
0.20 cm−1. In Fig. 8, the time evolutions at 2157 and 2151 cm−1

corresponding to the positive and negative components due to
the blueshift, respectively, have rising time constants of about
20 ps. These signals last longer than 100 ps as found by other
long scan measurement. Since the response time is a typical
value widely found in photoinduced phase transitions,31 we
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FIG. 8. (Color online) Time evolution curves of normalized
transient absorption for the phase transition from PIHTP to LTP at
some wave numbers (black circle). The fitting results are inserted as
red solid lines.

attributed the shift to local lattice deformation caused by
laser-induced local heating. In similar research investigating
the transition dynamics from HTP to PILTP at RT,32 the
peak due to HTP was shifted in the inverse direction. This
observation can be explained by the temperature dependence
of the peak frequency. In lowering the temperature from RT, the
peak frequency gradually increases above around 200 K then
turns to a decrease.22 This correspondence further supports the
assignment. It is hard to see the net charge of the PIHTP peak,
because of the overlapped large signal due to the peak shift.

Second, a broad positive signal is seen around 2028 cm−1

in Fig. 7(b). The component can be assigned to production
of boundary configurations, because in this low-frequency
region the only possible combination of the valence numbers
is the lowest valence pair Fe2+-CN-Mn2+. From Fig. 8, it is
found that the component rises within the time resolution and
survives longer than 100 ps. This means that the instantaneous
charge transfer from Mn2+ to Fe3+ induces the boundary
configuration at the same time, which persists longer than
100 ps. In addition, two small positive signals at 2137
and 2088 cm−1 are also found in Fig. 7(b). These two
features are tentatively ascribed to productions of LTP and/or
boundary from the empirical law mentioned before, although
the resonance wave numbers are slightly different. The reason
for the wave number shifts can be explained as follows. At
the early stage of the phase transition from HTP to LTP,
such shifts of about 10 cm−1 are commonly observed.24 It
has been shown that the shifts are caused by local strains
due to a lattice mismatch when the tetragonal LTP domain is
optically generated in the background of nearly cubic PIHTP.
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The corresponding time evolution curves shown in Fig. 8 can
be reproduced by the following two components. One has a
spiked shape with a time width the same as the pump pulse. It is
tentatively assigned to a nonlinear effect such as the Kerr-lens
effect mentioned in the previous section, and is not related
to the phase transition. The other has a steplike response and
survives longer than 100 ps. It corresponds to instantaneous
creations of LTP and/or boundary configurations caused by the
photoinduced charge transfer from Mn2+ to Fe3+. The origin
of this steplike component is probably the same as the signal
observed around 2028 cm−1 mentioned above.

The scenario of the transition from PIHTP to LTP is
summarized as follows. When pump light irradiates the
sample, charges on Mn2+ sites are transferred to Fe3+ in a
very short time (within the time resolution of 260 fs) in spite of
the two-step charge-transfer processes. At the same time, LTP
and boundary configurations are generated and survive longer
than 100 ps. In addition, the system is locally heated within
approximately 20 ps, and local lattice deformation arises.

IV. CONCLUSION

Transient photoinduced phase transition dynamics initiated
by photoinduced charge transfer in rubidium manganese
hexacyanoferrate at low temperature was investigated by
visible pump midinfrared probe spectroscopy monitoring
CN vibration modes. We successfully observed the transient
optical responses by applying an accumulation-free method to
avoid the effect of overlapped persistent phase transition. This
method can be applied to other systems which show persistent
phase change, provided the phase can be reversed by irradiating
at different wavelengths.

The transient behavior of the CN vibration spectra associ-
ated with these photoinduced phase transitions was understood
in terms of the phenomenological model. In the transition
from LTP to PIHTP induced by the charge transfer from
Fe2+ to Mn3+, LTP is reduced within the time resolution.
Most of the created PIHTP disappears within 1 ps in the
“boundary-rich” region. After 1 ps, the boundary configuration
increases in accordance with the further decrease of the LTP
configuration. The local lattice deformation by the dissolution
of the Jahn-Teller distortion takes about 1 ps. The boundary
and LTP decay slowly and survive longer than 100 ps.
In other words, they are metastable and not persistent. In
the transition from PIHTP to LTP, LTP and the boundary
configuration are transiently created within the time resolution
and show also slow decay. The local heating of the lattice takes
about 20 ps.

Here, it is noteworthy that the significant generation of
the boundary was observed in both directions of these phase
transitions. This suggests that relatively small domains and/or
low-dimensional fjord-like domains are created at the early
stage of the transition. In conclusion, we have presented an
example of boundary-sensitive ultrafast spectroscopy probing
transient domain creation.
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