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Here, we study some changes on the electronic band structure of anatase and rutile TiO2 doped with Eu ions
using first-principles calculations. This work presents a comparison of a GGA and LDA+U calculations. It was
found that the GGA calculations show better agreement with experimental data than LDA+U calculations.
From our study a series of highly localized states in the host matrix band gap was found. According to our
calculations, and as it is widely known, these states are mainly Eu 4f character. However, contrary to the
common idea that Eu orbitals should be localized as atom-free-like states, our calculations show that Eu
orbitals hybridize with the host oxygen and titanium orbitals; the same occurs in the valence band, as well as
in the conduction band region.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Recently, experimental work have renewed interest in the
wide band-gap transition-metal oxide semiconductors be-
cause it seems that when they are doped with appropriate
ions, these materials develop some unexpected physical
properties, which could have important consequences in de-
veloping technology. For example, recently it has been
shown that titanium dioxide �TiO2� or zinc oxide �ZnO�
�Refs. 1 and 2� doped with magnetic ions, cobalt or manga-
nese, magnetic ordering can be induced in these hosting ma-
terials. In the same way, experimental groups have shown
that when TiO2 is doped with rare earth �RE� ions, important
luminescent effects can be observed in these compounds.3–13

Therefore, characterization of these solid state materials is
being a matter of study by different groups. However, so far,
most of the work has been addressed from experimental
point of view, and nothing has been done from solid state
physics first principles. Indeed, the problem of electronic
band structure and electronic density of states of pure metal
oxides have been studied by several groups in the past; the
problem of different impurities effects in these wide band-
gap semiconductors has not been addressed. So, in the
present work a theoretical study of the effect on the elec-
tronic band structure of TiO2 doped with RE ions was done.
Experimentally it has been shown that TiO2:RE materials
present sharp, near-monochromatic luminescent lines, in
similar positions to those observed in other host matrices
doped with similar ions. Because of that, there is agreement
in associating the emission to the electronic structure of RE
ions. However, the width and relative intensity of the lines
frequently depend on the crystal symmetry of the matrix.
Thus, depending on the host material, some lines are present
while others are inactive. This feature can be used to tune the
material for specific applications.4–6

On the other hand, although it is widely accepted that the
RE f-f transitions are almost independent of the host

matrix,3,8 in this work the hybridization of the doping orbit-
als with the host states is reported. Our study focuses in
anatase and rutile TiO2 doped with Eu ions. In this study
density functional theory �DFT� models have been used, and
generalized gradient approximation �GGA� and density func-
tional correlated �LDA+U� calculations are presented. In a
comparison to experimental data it was found that the GGA
calculations show better agreement than LDA+U calcula-
tions.

The present work is organized as follows: Sec. II de-
scribes the strategy used in the calculations. Section III
shows calculated density of states �DOS� per unit cell for
TiO2, and it shows that calculations reproduce well-known
electronic properties of anatase �Sec. III A� and rutile �Sec.
III B� TiO2. Section III C presents calculation of effects on
the electronic properties of anatase TiO2 doped with Eu ions.
Section III D presents the effects on the electronic properties
of rutile TiO2 doped with Eu ions. Section IV presents our
conclusions.

II. METHOD

In our calculations we have used the full-potential linear-
ized augmented plane-wave method �FP-LAPW� as it is
implemented in the WIEN2K code.14 In this method wave
functions, charge density, and potential are expanded in
spherical harmonics within nonoverlapping muffin-tin
spheres, and plane waves are used in the remaining intersti-
tial region of the unit cell. In the code the core and valence
states are treated differently. Core states are treated within a
multiconfiguration relativistic Dirac-Fock approach, while
valence states are treated in a scalar relativistic approach.
The exchange-correlation energy was calculated using the
GGA correction of Perdew et al.15 Very carefully step analy-
sis is done to ensure convergence of the total energy in terms
of the variational cutoff-energy parameter. At the same time
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we have used an appropriate set of k points to compute the
total energy. The atomic electronic configuration used in our
calculations was O: He 2s22p4; Ti: Ar 3d24p2; and Eu:
Xe 6s2 5d1 4f6, and the Eu 5s and 5p states were treated as
valence-band states using local orbital extension of the
LAPW method.14

Then by computing the total energy of a primitive cell as
function of the volume and fitting the data with the
Murnaghan16 equation, the lattice parameters, bulk moduli,
and pressure derivative of the bulk module are obtained for
anatase and rutile TiO2. The total energy was minimized for
anatase TiO2 using a set of 99 k points in the irreducible
sector of Brillouin zone, equivalent to a 10�10�10
Monkhorst-Pack17 grid in the unit cell, and a value of 10 Ry
for the cutoff energy was used. While for rutile TiO2 a set of
24 k points, equivalent to a 5�5�7 Monkhorst-Pack17 grid
in the unit cell, and the value of 10 Ry for the cutoff energy
were used.

The anatase structure is tetragonal �space group I41/amd�
with Ti atoms located at �0,1 /4,3 /8� and �0,3 /4,5 /8� and
O atoms located at �0,1 /4,z�, �0,1 /4,1−z�, �0,1 /4,1 /4
−z�, and �0,1 /4,z−1 /4�, and containing 12 atoms in the unit
cell. The anatase structure has a TiO6 octahedron slightly
distorted with two apical bond lengths greater than the other
four basal bond lengths. For the internal coordinate z, opti-
mized in the calculations, the value zcal=0.16583 was ob-
tained, which compares very well with the measured value
zexp=0.16675.18 Following Asahi’s et al.19 definition for the
internal parameter u=dap /c, where dap is the apical bond
length, the calculated value shows better agreement with the
experimental value than the calculated by Asahi et al.19 Table
I shows that, in general, the calculated structural parameters
for anatase TiO2 are in better agreement than previous pub-
lished data.18–20

The rutile TiO2 structure is tetragonal with a basis con-
sisting of Ti atoms located at �0,0,0� and �1 /2,1 /2,1 /2�,
and O atoms located at �1�u ,1�u ,0� and
�1 /2�u ,1 /2�u ,1 /2�, with six atoms in the unit cell and a
typical value of 0.305 for the internal parameter u. The space
group for the structure is P42/mnm. In this structure each Ti
atom is coordinate to six O atoms, and each O atom is coor-
dinate to three Ti atoms. It is found that there are two differ-
ent Ti-O bond lengths, with two Ti-O bonds slightly greater

than the other four, the apical and basal bond lengths, respec-
tively. Table II shows our calculated structural parameters
and compares them with previous published data.18,20–22 The
table shows that the calculated values are in agreement with
the published data.

Eu impurities have been studied by performing supercell
calculations, and the internal atomic coordinates calculated
for the pure phases, shown in Tables I and II, have been used
as our initial coordinates. Here substitutional defects are con-
sidered. The supercell is constituted by multiples of the lat-
tice vectors a, b, c, like the 2�2�1 supercell for the ana-
tase phase, and one Eu ion in a Ti site was substituted. In a
similar way, we proceed for the rutile phase, where a 2�2
�2 supercell was used. With these constructions a substitu-
tion of Ti15O32Eu1 for both the anatase and rutile phases of
TiO2 was done. Then, in order to get the minimum of the
total energy for the system, a fully relaxed calculation for all
the atomic positions in the supercell was done, where the
criterion for convergence was 0.0005 Ry/a.u. The final
nearest-neighbor �nn� distances found, between the host at-
oms and impurities, where slightly different than the calcu-
lated for the pure phases. For anatase Ti15O32Eu1 the relaxed
nn distances to impurities change from calculated values in
pure anatase �shown in Table I� to the next values: basal
distances are 2.02142 Å, and the apical distances are
2.04217 Å, values that are 3% bigger than the calculated
values in pure anatase. For rutile Ti15O32Eu1, the relaxed nn
distances: basal distances are 2.03284 Å, and apical dis-
tances are 2.02353 Å, where the apical distances are slightly
smaller than that calculated in pure rutile TiO2 �see Table II�.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Anatase

Figure 1 shows calculated DOS for anatase TiO2. In the
said figure, the zero energy represents the Fermi level. As it
is known20,21,23 the total DOS character in the lower conduc-
tion band �CB� has mainly the contribution of the titanium
3d states, while the valence-band �VB� states present has the
oxygen 2s- and 2p-states character. From the figure three
groups of bands can be observed; low-lying states around 16

TABLE I. Calculated parameters for anatase TiO2, compared to
experimental data, reported for 15 K, and calculations by other
authors.

Experiment �15 K�a This work Other work

a �Å� 3.78216�3� 3.83800 3.692b, 3.784c

c �Å� 9.50226�12� 9.64249 9.471b, 9.515c

dbasal �Å� 4� 1.9322�11� 1.9589 1.893b, 1.937c

dapical �Å� 2� 1.9788�4� 2.0169 1.948b, 1.965c

u 0.20824�4� 0.20917 0.206b

Bo 199.6355 272.11b

aReference 18.
bReference 19.
cReference 20.

TABLE II. Calculated parameters for rutile TiO2, and other re-
ported calculations, compared with experimental data for 15 K.

Experiment �15 K�a This work Other work

a �Å� 4.58666�4� 4.60190 4.5936,b 4.593c

c �Å� 2.955407�3� 2.977400 2.9587b

dbasal �Å� 4� 1.9459�3� 2.0247 1.949b, 1.948c

dapical �Å� 2� 1.9764�4� 2.0547 1.980b, 1.982c

u 0.30469�6� 0.30392 0.3043b, 0.305c

Bo 216.00d 232.02 209.34b

Bo� 6.76d 6.51 6.11b

aReference 18.
bReference 20.
cReference 21.
dReference 22.

RUBIO-PONCE, CONDE-GALLARDO, AND OLGUÍN PHYSICAL REVIEW B 78, 035107 �2008�

035107-2



eV are coming from the O 2s orbitals �green line in Fig.
1�c��, the states just below the Fermi level are coming mainly
from the O 2p orbitals �red line in Fig. 1�c�, and states at
energies above the Fermi level have, as the main contribu-
tion, the titanium 3d character �blue line in Fig. 1�b��. The
calculated bandwidth for the upper VB is 4.76 eV, approxi-
mately, which is in agreement with the experimental data
�4.75 eV�, and shows better agreement than previous
calculations.19,20 The lower VB has a bandwidth of 1.98 eV,
approximately, and the main peak is located 16.09 eV below
the Fermi level. On the other hand, from our calculations a
nonzero titanium partial density of states �PDOS� contribu-
tion to the VB states was found. This effect shows the strong
hybridization of titanium and oxygen states for these ener-
gies. The same is valid for the CB and the hybridization of
the oxygen states with the titanium states �see Figs. 1�b� and
1�c��.

B. Rutile

Figure 2 shows calculated DOS for rutile TiO2. As in the
anatase case, the CB states are coming mainly from the Ti 3d
orbitals �blue line in Fig. 2�b��, while for energies near the
top of the VB the O 2p orbitals �red line in Fig. 2�c�� have
important contributions to these energies, and in the bottom
of the VB one band is present, which has the O 2s-orbitals
character �green line in Fig. 2�c��. As it was found in calcu-
lations, the lower VB bandwidth is 1.98 eV, and the main
peak is located at −16.5 eV, while the upper states have a
bandwidth of 5.38 eV, approximately. These values are in

good agreement with early experimental data �namely, 1.9
eV for the lower band, and 5.4 eV for the upper band,20

respectively�. Similar to the anatase case, from none zero Ti
PDOS in the VB region, the hybridization of the titanium
and oxygen states in the VB and the hybridization of the
oxygen states with the titanium ones in the CB region were
obtained.

C. Rare earth impurities in anatase TiO2: Ti15O32Eu1

Calculated DOS for the system anatase Ti15O32Eu1 are
shown in Fig. 3, where for reference the measured band-gap
value for pure anatase TiO2 with vertical lines are repre-
sented and the calculated DOS for pure TiO2 �bold broken
line� are also depicted. The main features obtained for pure
anatase TiO2 are also obtained for Ti15O32Eu1. As in pure
anatase TiO2, the main contribution to the total DOS in the
upper VB region comes from O 2p orbitals, while the lower
CB region has mainly Ti 3d character. The already com-
mented hybridization of the titanium and oxygen states is
also presented in this system. On the other hand, a new series
of states in the calculated band gap, as well as in the CB, and
in the low VB region besides the well known bands, were
obtained. From now on in this work, and as a convention, we
will refer to these states as induced states. The obtained dif-
ferences between the calculated DOS for anatase TiO2 and
Ti15O32Eu1 will be discussed in what follows of the section.

1. Band-gap-induced states

The main contribution to the band-gap-induced states
comes from the Eu 4f orbitals. To show it in detail, calcu-
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lated 4f orbitals are plotted in Fig. 4 and, to complete our
discussion, the contribution of the oxygen and titanium
states, at these energies, are shown. Figure 4�a� shows the
spin-up channel, and Fig. 4�b� shows the spin-down channel.
The spin-up-induced states are located just above the maxi-
mum of the VB �Fig. 4�a��, while the spin-down-induced
states are located near the minimum of the CB �Fig. 4�b��.
Figure 4�a� shows that the spin-up-induced states have an
important contribution from the O 2p orbitals and Ti 3d or-
bitals. This effect manifests the hybridization of the local
orbitals with the Eu 4f orbitals. Similar effects have been
observed for systems such as Ga1−xCrxN. Cr ions induce
electronic states in the band gap of GaN, and it is interpreted
that Cr 3d orbitals hybridize with Ga 4s orbitals.24 The same
is also reported for other diluted magnetic semiconductors,

where d impurity levels hybridize with local VB p states.25

On the other hand, from experimental point of view it is
reported that after doping TiO2 with Eu, a red emission is
obtained.4–7 This emission is associated with an Eu intra-4f
transition. In order to reproduce the experimental values
�namely 2.014–2.018 eV� in the present calculations, a tran-
sition from the spin-down states to the spin-up states should
be obtained, and these states should be pinned in the band
gap of the compound. To get this condition, and reproduce
the experimental band gap of anatase TiO2 �3.2 eV �Ref. 20��
rigidly, the minimum of the CB have to be moved. This
procedure is accepted as valid if the exciting properties from
the host matrix are not disturbed.26 Figure 4 shows the effect
of applying the scissors operator to the lowest CB states to
adjust the experimental band gap �vertical lines�. Then, after
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the O and Ti states from minimum of the CB was moved,
keeping fix the Eu states, a set of Eu intra-4f transitions in
the interval of energies from 2.05→4.21 eV are obtained,
values that are in the red emission experimental range for the
Ti15O32Eu1 �Refs. 4–7� system. In Fig. 4 the transitions from
the peaks labeled Edn

1 and Edn
2 to Eup

2 give the values 2.05 and
2.07 eV, respectively. Thus, the calculations reproduce the
observed red emission in Ti15O32Eu1.

2. Induced states and the CB

Then, in the high-energy region, at 9.09 eV for the
spin-up channel and at 9.63 eV for the spin-down channel,
Figs. 3 and 4 show a set of bands with a great contribution
from the Eu 5d orbitals. However, an important contribution
of O 2p orbitals and Ti 3d orbitals to these bands was also
found.

3. Induced states and the VB

Finally, at low energies in the VB region, Fig. 3 shows an
interesting effect over the deeper band, the originally O 2s
band—we obtained a band folding. The main peak of these
set of bands is located at −16.44 eV for the spin-up channel,
and at −16.22 eV for the spin-down channel, slightly lower
than in pure anatase TiO2 �namely, −16.09 eV�. As it should
be expected the main contribution to this band comes from
the O 2s orbitals. The other bands are located at 14.48 and
20.35 eV for the spin-up channel, and 13.63 and 19.54 eV for
the spin-down channel, below Fermi level, respectively. The
additional bands are a hybridization of the Eu 5p↑↓ orbitals
with the O 2s and 2p orbitals.

A similar hybridization of RE 5p orbitals with O 2s and
2p orbitals in the lanthanide oxides are reported.27–32 The
electronic band structure of the lanthanide oxide EuO �Ref.
33� was calculated to show that this effect is the origin of
folding of the O 2s band. Figure 5 shows calculated PDOS

for EuO, where the Eu 4f and 5p orbitals, and the O 2s and
2p orbitals are depicted. From the figure, in the low VB
region, the interaction between the Eu 5p orbitals and the
O 2s and 2p orbitals gives origin to a three-band set. In cubic
EuO the main contribution to these bands comes from the
Eu 5p orbitals, while in tetragonal Ti15O32Eu1 the main con-
tribution to these bands comes from O 2s character. How-
ever, the additional bands are the hybridization of the Eu 5p
and O 2s orbitals. From these facts, we conclude that the
pattern obtained for the low VB range in tetragonal
Ti15O32Eu1 is similar to that obtained in cubic EuO, showing
in this way the hybridization of Eu orbitals with the tetrago-
nal TiO2 orbitals at these energies. Then, for energies near
the Fermi level, the upper VBs are mainly O 2p in character.
While the Eu 4f orbitals are located above the Fermi level.
The spin–up bands are located at 3.29 eV and spin down
bands are located at 8.05 eV, in agreement with early
reports.27–31

4. LDA+U calculations

It is worthy to note that in recent works, it is discussed
that in order to locate properly the RE 4f states, it is neces-
sary to use density-functional-correlated band-theory calcu-
lations �LDA+U calculations�.34–38

To verify the influence of these corrections on the elec-
tronic properties of the systems, LDA+U calculations for
tetragonal Ti15O32Eu1, as well as for cubic EuO, were done.
In these calculations it is known that a great value for the
onsite Coulomb interaction U parameter is necessary, as well
as that different values used for Uf in europium compounds
range from 7 to 10 eV.34,39,40 At the same time, recently,
Steeneken et al.34 show that in EuO, the Uf =7.0 eV value
reproduce properly the experimental data. The same value
has been used by other authors to study europium chalco-
genides and pnictides,36 showing good results. Then assum-
ing that this is a reasonable value for Uf, the value Uf
=7.0 eV was used in the present study �although more work
it is necessary in order to find appropriate values for the
interaction parameter41�.

As it is obtained in our calculations, the Eu 4f spin-up
states are energy shifted downward, while the Eu 4f spin-
down states are shifted upward. In the EuO case the states
are shifted 3 eV, approximately, downward and upward, re-
spectively. In such a way, the spin-up states are almost at the
Fermi level, and the spin-down states are at higher energies
in the CB region, and their energy difference is approxi-
mately 11 eV. Similar results are obtained for tetragonal
Ti15O32Eu1. A splitting for the Eu 4f spin-up states is ob-
tained; now they are near the Fermi level, as well as in the
low CB region �the main peaks are located at –0.02, 2.85,
and 3.74 eV, respectively�, while the 4f spin-down states are
at higher energies in the CB �the two main peaks are located
at 6.08 and 6.92 eV�. In order to show these results, the
calculated PDOS for this system is depicted in Fig. 6. From
these results, the Eu 4f transitions discussed above, the tran-
sitions for the spin-down states to the band-gap spin-up
states, are not allowed in this case. At the same time, for the
Eu 4f spin-up band located in the band gap, the hybridization
of this band with the O 2p and Ti 3d states is obtained, as in
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the GGA calculations. The Eu 5d states �green lines� are ob-
tained at the same energies in the CB as were obtained in
GGA calculations. This should be the case because the
LDA+U corrections were not applied to these states.

On the other hand, different authors42–44 show that in
most RE metals, DFT calculations in the GGA approxima-
tion, including spin polarization, describe properly the strong
Coulomb correction, and it is believed that this is because
GGA treats the nonlocality of exchange-correlation better
than LDA.

According to these comments and from our results we
observe that using LDA+U corrections in our study of TiO2
doped with RE ions, the Eu intra-4f transitions are not ob-
tained. Similar results have been obtained for rutile
Ti15O32Eu1, as will be shown in next section.

D. Rare earth impurities in rutile TiO2: Ti15O32Eu1

Figure 7 shows calculated DOS for rutile Ti15O32Eu1. As
in previous case, for comparison, calculated DOS for the
pure rutile TiO2 are plotted.

In general, the calculated DOS for rutile Ti15O32Eu1 are
obtained and have almost the same characteristics calculated
for pure rutile TiO2. As in the anatase case, the induced
states are obtained the same in the VB, as well as in the CB
region.

1. Band-gap-induced states

The band-gap induced-states have mainly the Eu 4f char-
acter, with a small contribution from the O 2p and Ti 3d
orbitals. The induced states for the spin-up channel show
three well-localized bands, and the spin-down induced-states
are inside the low CB states. Moving rigidly the minimum of
the CB states, applying the scissors operator to the lowest

CB states, in order to obtain the experimental band-gap value
of rutile TiO2 �3.24 eV �Ref. 20��, we have that the lower
spin-down-induced states are located at 3.92 eV �see Fig. 8
for details�. Transitions from these bands to the spin-up
states will be in the next energy range: 2.80, 3.16, and 3.54
eV �in Fig. 8: transitions from the peak labeled Edn

1 to peaks
Eup

1 , Eup
2 , Eup

3 , respectively�, the values are in the range re-
ported for Eu in the lamellar titania nanoshets.7 Assuming
that the Eu intra-4f transition is allowed, i.e., that there are
no transitions from the Eu 4f spin-down states to the local
Ti 4d states or O 2p states, then our calculations reproduce
the experimental data for the red emission in rutile
Ti15O32Eu1.

2. Induced states and the CB

In the CB, at high energies, the Eu 5d band is obtained.
For the spin-up channel this band is located at 8.79 eV, and
for the spin-down channel, this band is located at 9.38 eV. As
in previous case, these bands hybridize with the O 2p and
Ti 3d orbitals.

3. Induced states and the VB

Finally, in the low VB region, Fig. 7 shows that the ini-
tially O 2s band is folded in four bands. While in the
anatase:Eu case, three bands were obtained for this energy
region �following the pattern showed by cubic EuO�; here we
obtain four bands. The main peak for these set of bands has
the O 2s character, as it is obtained for pure rutile, and it is
located at −16.71 eV for both the spin-up and spin-down
channel �while in pure rutile TiO2 the peak is located at
−16.5 eV�. The other three bands are a hybridization of the
O 2s and 2p orbitals with the Eu 5p orbitals. For the spin-up
channel these bands are located at −14.67, −20.46, and
−21.17 eV, while for the spin down channel they are located
at −13.99, −19.73, and −20.46 eV, respectively.

-6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8 10

-4

-3

-2

-1

00

1

2

3

4

spin down

P
D

O
S

(s
ta

te
s/

eV
/s

pi
n)

Energy (eV)

spin up

Ti
15

O
32

Eu
1

(LDA+U calculations)

FIG. 6. �Color online� Calculated PDOS for anatase Ti15O32Eu1,
using LDA+U corrections. Value used for Uf =7 eV �Ref. 34�.
Eu 4f �black line�, 5d orbitals �green line�, O 2p �red line�, and
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4. LDA+U calculations

Figure 9 shows LDA+U calculations for rutile
Ti15O32Eu1. As in previous case, the value Uf =7.0 eV was
used for the onsite Coulomb interaction parameter, assuming
that this is a good value for Uf. Two spin-up-induced states
well localized in the band gap were obtained �notice the hy-
bridization of the O 2p and Ti 3d states with the induced
states, already obtained in the GGA calculations�. However,
the spin-down-induced states are located at high energies in
the CB. This means that the intra-4f transitions that we are
looking for in this case would be 4.9 and 5.4 eV for the
transition from the lower spin-down state to the spin-up in-
duced states located in the band gap. These values are bigger

than experimental data. As we have noticed above, similar
results were obtained for the anatase:Eu case.

These results corroborate our previous conclusion that for
anatase and rutile Ti15O32Eu1 system, GGA calculations are
better than LDA+U calculations.

E. Last remarks

A final comment related with the induced states obtained
doping TiO2 with other RE ions is addressed here: GGA
calculations for anatase and rutile TiO2 doped with Gd and
Tb ions were done. As we found, the spin-up-induced states
are in resonance with the host VB states, while the spin-
down-induced states are located in the low CB region in such
a way that our calculated values for RE intra-4f transitions
are not in agreement with experimental reports �details will
be published elsewhere�. However, the hybridization shown
for the Eu induced states with the host VB and CB states is
also obtained by doping TiO2 with Gd and Tb ions. It is
interesting to note that the band-gap-induced states move
downward in energy as the atomic number of the RE ion
increases. Also worth noting is the well-resolved sharp ob-
tained for the induced states in anatase TiO2 in comparison
to the rutile phase. This last result, support previous experi-
mental facts that doping TiO2 with RE ions favors anatase
phase.12

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Ab initio study of the effects on the electronic properties
of anatase and rutile TiO2 doped with Eu ions was done with
very good results. Although some authors suggest to use
LDA+U calculations to study the RE 4f states, here we
found that GGA calculations reproduce quite properly ex-
perimental values for Ti15O32Eu1 in both anatase and rutile
phase.
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The introduction of Eu ions in the matrix TiO2 has as a
consequence that besides the states induced in the band gap,
an important interaction between the host VB and CB states
and the Eu orbitals is also obtained.

Contrary to the widely accepted idea that RE orbitals
should be pinned in the band gap as atom-free-like states, our
results show that although in a first approach, the band-gap-
induced states can be treated as highly localized; these states
have a non-negligible hybridization with the local O 2p and
Ti 3d states.

For the high CB energies, one band mixing Eu 5d orbitals
with the O 2p and Ti 3d orbitals was obtained.

For the lower VB states, the initially O 2s band is splitted
due to the interaction of the Eu 5p orbitals with the O 2s and

2p orbitals. This interaction is similar to the effect obtained
in lanthanide oxides.
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