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Evidence for a strong spin-phonon interaction in cupric oxide
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When CuO is cooled below its Neel temperature (T~2=213 K) the onset of long-range magnetic order
effectively increases the unit-cell dimensions and additional peaks, corresponding to zone-folded phonons,

appear in the Raman spectrum. The zone-folding mechanism in CuO is unusual in that one of the folded
phonons hardens significantly in frequency as the sample is further cooled below T&2. It is shown that this

dependence on temperature is determined by the sublattice magnetization and that the unusually large shift in

frequency is caused by a strong spin-phonon interaction in cupric oxide.

The discovery' of high-temperature superconductivity
generated renewed interest in cupric oxide (CuO), which has
chemical and magnetic properties that are in many respects
similar to those of the undoped high-T, cuprates. For ex-
ample CuO undergoes a transition to an antiferromagneti-
cally ordered state that is characterized by a relatively high
Neel temperature and by a superexchange coupling constant
1-80 meV that is comparable to the values ' found in the
undoped cuprates. Given these similarities it was anticipated
that cupric oxide could serve as a relatively simple reference
system in which one could probe the copper-oxygen interac-
tions that are generally assumed to be fundamental to the
occurrence of superconductivity in the high-T, cuprates. The
magnetic interactions of the Cu-0 system are of particular
interest given the possibility that antiferromagnetic (AFM)
spin fluctuations could induce pairing in the high-T, . super-
conductors.

Several neutron-scattering, Raman-scattering, ' ' and
far infrared (FIR)' ' experiments have been carried out to
investigate the lattice dynamics and antiferromagnetic order-
ing in CuO. It has been established ' that cupric oxide un-

dergoes a transition at T&2= 213 K to a commensurately or-
dered AFM state. In Raman spectra obtained prior to this
work the most obvious aspect that appeared to be related to
AFM ordering in CuO is the appearance, ' "' for tempera-
tures below 213 K, of a weak feature at about 230 cm '. As
the temperature is further lowered this feature grows in in-
tensity, becomes sharper and hardens in frequency to about
240 cm ' for T~60 K. The origin of this peak represents
something of a puzzle in that neutron-scattering
experiments do not provide any evidence of a structural
transition and a possible assignment to one-magnon scatter-
ing was also incompatible with neutron results.
Interpretations" in terms of scattering from a magnetic exci-
ton yielded poor agreement with experiment. It was also
anticipated' ' that magnetic ordering and phonon modula-
tion of the exchange constant might lead' to zone folding
and hence to the appearance of new features at low tempera-
tures. In previous reports' however, as for other types
of structurally induced zone folding, the frequencies of the
folded modes remain approximately constant and their inten-

sities increase very abruptly, when T is reduced below the
transition temperature, in sharp contrast to the behavior ob-
served for the 240 cm ' mode. Although the zone-folding
scenario in CuO seemed somewhat unlikely, experiments'
were carried out on oxygen isotope exchanged samples, and
the results implied a nonvibrational origin for the 240
cm ' peak. Furthermore, recent FIR experiments' on high-
quality single crystals and isotope exchanged pressed pellets
failed to reproduce earlier results' that were suggestive of
zone folding in CuO.

In an attempt to resolve this situation Raman experiments
have been carried out on CuO and CuO samples. It has
been found that the 240 cm ' peak exhibits a Cu-isotope
induced shift of 4.0~ 0.5 cm ' which, given the absence' of
an 0-isotope shift, implies a vibrational mode involving the
motion of Cu atoms only. This result motivated us to carry
out further experiments on high-quality single crystals with
enhanced sensitivity. In the spectra obtained from these ex-
periments four new features, in addition to the 240 cm
mode, are observed to appear when T~T&2. The frequen-
cies of all five of these features are in good agreement with
phonon energies at the Z' zone-boundary point which have
been measured using neutron-scattering techniques. These
results thus demonstrate that the 240-cm ' peak is vibra-
tional in origin and its appearance in the spectra is due to a
zone-folding mechanism. It will also be shown that a simple
model, which incorporates a coupling between the phonons
and the sublattice magnetization can be developed to explain
the unusual temperature dependence that is observed for the
frequency of the 240-cm ' mode of CuO for T~T&2. Fi-
nally it will be argued that the results of this paper demon-
strate that there exists a strong spin-phonon interaction in
CuO.

The Raman spectra presented in this paper were obtained
with either the 514.5- or 488.0-nm lines of an argon-ion laser
in a quasibackscattering configuration using the system de-
scribed previously. "' Spectra have been obtained both from
single crystals which were grown using a flux technique as
described previously" and from pressed pellets of CuO
and CuO. High-purity powders of CuO (99.99%) and
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FIG. 3. The Raman spectra obtained at 40 K from a pressed and
sintered pellet of CuO (top curve) and CuO (bottom curve)
clearly indicating the 4 cm ' shift induced by the exchange of
copper isotope.

This assignment is consistent with the Raman spectra ob-
tained at 40 K from pressed and sintered pellets of CuO
and CuO which are shown in Fig. 3. A careful examination
of these spectra reveals first that all three Raman active
phonons (at 303, 350, and 636 cm ') have the same fre-
quency in the two spectra. This observation is in agreement
with expectations, " since these modes involve motion of the
0 atoms only and hence should be unaffected by Cu isotope
exchange. The 240 cm ' feature of CuO however, shifts to
236 cm ' in spectra (Fig. 3) obtained from the CuO
sample. If we consider a simple diatomic chain as represent-
ing the crystal in the (1, 0, —1) direction then the acoustic-
mode frequency at the zone boundary should be, since Cu is
the heavier of the two atoms, given approximately by
co= (2 K/Mc„)" . Based on this simple picture the absence
of an oxygen-isotope shift and the observation of a Cu-
isotope shift are thus completely consistent with a zone-
boundary LA phonon assignment for the 240 cm ' mode.

On folding, the zone-boundary LA mode becomes a zone-
center mode breathing along (1, 0, —1) directions. Such a
mode should be Raman allowed in the xx, yy, zz, and xz
scattering geometries, a prediction that is in accord with our
observations. In addition, the temperature dependence" of
the intensity is in good accord with the predictions of Ref. 18
(for R =0) for folding induced by exchange modulation. Fi-
nally, however, if the 240 cm ' mode of CuO is to be inter-
preted as a zone-folded mode, one must account for the un-
usual temperature dependence of the frequency. As shown
previously, " and in Fig. 4, the 240 cm ' mode hardens sig-
nificantly from about 228 cm ' at 210 K to 240 cm ' at 40
K and its intensity increases continuously until saturation at
about 60 K. In previous observations in VI2 (Refs. 19 and
20) and other compounds, the intensity of the zone-folded
modes rises quite abruptly just below the Neel temperature
and their frequencies remain approximately constant as the
sample is further cooled below Tz. The following analysis
suggests that the anomalous temperature dependence of the
240 cm ' phonon results from a strong interaction of this
phonon with the magnetization in CuO. To model this inter-

227 t I
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FIG. 4. A comparison of the measured Raman frequencies (open
squares) of the 240-cm ' mode with the model prediction (solid
circles) as described in the text. The open squares represent an

average of points measured in the present work and the results of
previous measurements (Ref. 11) on a different single crystal.

action, we again consider a simple diatomic chain. The dis-
placements of the Cu atoms from their equilibrium positions
in association with the LA zone-boundary mode can be de-
scribed by

V.= —
2 X J(rli )s,(rl) S,(rl ). (2)

where J(r«) represents the super-exchange interaction be-
tween the spins of the lth and l'th copper ions, and rI& is the
interspin distance. For simplicity we consider only nearest-
neighbor interactions and expand J(r«) about the equilib-
rium interspin distance ro up to the second order in the dis-
placements:

J(r«)=Jo(ro)+A(r« —ro)+B(r« —ro) . (3)

Substituting (1) and (3) into (2) yields (the sum over the
linear term vanishes):

V, =N(JoS +4Bu S ),

where S =[S(T)] = —(S~(r,) S„(r,+t)) is the average
value of the magnetization squared over all lattice sites and
W is the total number of Cu sites in the chain. Then in the
harmonic approximation the total potential energy can be
written as

V= V +%au l2+WJ 5 +4NBu 5, (5)

where Vo is the part of potential energy that is independent
of u and S. The last term in (5) represents the spin-lattice
interaction and leads directly to an effective increase of the
spring constant K. The frequency co is now given by

tu(T) =(tuo+4B'S )" (6)

u(r)=uor exp(iqo r),

where r= Q2/2(1, 0, —1).
Using the Ising model, the potential energy arising from

the spin interactions can be written as
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where cop = (2ICIMc„) ' is the bare frequency in the absence
of spin-lattice interaction and B'=BIMC„. The growth of
the sublattice magnetization S(T) with decreasing tempera-
ture gives rise to the temperature dependence of the phonon
frequency. Figure 4 is a comparison of the measured tem-
perature dependence of the frequency shift of the
240-cm ' mode (open squares) with the prediction (filled
circles) of Eq. (6) where S (T) is taken from a neutron-
scattering result by Yang et al. coo=228 cm ' and B' is
treated as a constant and used as a fitting parameter. As is
evident from the figure there is an excellent agreement be-
tween the two sets of points.

For comparison purposes Eq. (6) can be expanded as
to(T) = top+ k(St Si+ i) = top )tS (T) Assum. ing S (40 K)
=S (0)= 4 (for the Cu-0 chain), the spin-phonon coupling
coefficient X. = —2B '/coo is estimated to be about —50
cm, which indicates that the spin-phonon interaction in
CuO is much stronger than previously studied ' antiferro-
magnetic materials such as FeF2 and MnF2, where
I)

I

—1.0 cm-'.
The behavior of the remaining zone-folded modes at 175,

218, 331, and 508 cm, is more conventional in that their
intensities and frequencies remain approximately constant as
T is reduced below T, . This behavior is consistent with our
previous discussion in that the LA phonon at Z'(240) should
strongly modulate J while the vibrational patterns of the TA
(175, 218) and optic modes (331 and 508) should provide a

relatively weak modulation of J. The absence of the
430-cm ' mode in the Raman spectra could suggest that it
arises from longitudinal vibrations of the 0 atoms (the linear
chain counterpart of the 240 mode). Finally the mode occur-
ring at 630 cm ' in the neutron spectra would be masked in
the Raman spectra by the strong Bg phonon.

In conclusion five new modes appear in the Raman spec-
trum of CuO when it is cooled below T»=213 K. From
measurements on samples grown with different Cu isotopes
and comparisons with neutron measurements it is concluded
that these modes correspond to phonons that are zone folded
from the Z' point of the Brillouin-zone boundary. A zone-
folded mode at 240 cm ' exhibits an unusually large varia-
tion in intensity and frequency with decreasing temperature
for T~T». It has been shown that this temperature depen-
dence occurs because of the presence of a very strong inter-
action of the phonon with the magnetization in cupric oxide.
This type of interaction, and the zone-folding mechanism
observed here, could also be present in the undoped high-
T, cuprates and furthermore could play a role in determining
some of their very interesting superconducting and
optical properties.
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