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Upsilon point in a spin model

C. Micheletti
Theoretical Physics, Ozford University, 1 Keble Road, Ozford OX1 BNP, United Kingdom

F. Seno
INI"M—Dipartimento di Fihica "G. Galilei, " Via Marzolo 8, I-85281 Padova, Italy

J. M. Yeomans
Theoretical Physics, Ozford University, 1 Keble Road, Ozford OX1 8NP, United Kingdom

(Received 30 March 1995)

We present analytic evidence for the occurrence of an upsilon point, an infinite checkerboard
structure of modulated phases, in the ground state of a spin model with uniaxial modulation. The
structure of the upsilon point is studied by calculating interface-interface interactions using an
expansion in inverse spin anisotropy.

I. INTRODUCTION

Simple spin models can have surprisingly complex
phase structures, even at zero temperature. In particular,
near multiphase lines, along which the ground state is in-
finitely degenerate, a perturbation such as temperature,
quantum fluctuations, or softening of the spins can re-
sult in infinite sequences of stable phases.

The existence of upsilon points (T points) in Frenkel-
Kontorova models has been pointed out recently. '

These occur when two multiphase lines meet at a first-
order boundary. A small perturbation about such a point
can stabilize an infinite checkerboard structure of com-
mensurate phases as shown in Fig. 1. In many ways
the T point can be thought of as a two-dimensional gen-
eralization of the behavior customary near a multiphase
point.

The occurrence of an T point in a spin model was re-
cently suggested by the numeric work of Sasaki. Here we

present analytic evidence for the existence of an T point
in a spin model. The system we consider is the chiral XY
model with sixfold spin anisotropy in a magnetic field.
We identify a candidate for an T point at infinite spin
anisotropy D and show that, as D is reduced from infin-
ity, the softening of the potential wells allows formation
of a T-point structure.

We follow the method introduced by Fisher and
Szpilka and extended by Bassler, Sasaki, and GrifIiths
and identify the multiphase structures as comprising in-
terfaces separating domains of the different phases. The
behavior near a single multiphase point can be analyzed
in terms of a unique type of interface. However, there
are two (or more) different phases stable near an T point
and hence different types of interface must be identified in
the analysis. It is the interactions between the interfaces
which are responsible for breaking the multiphase degen-
eracy and a knowledge of their sign and dependence on
separation allows determination of the phase diagram.
Here the interface-interface interactions are calculated
using an expansion in D
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II. MODEL

We consider the classical chiral XY model with six-
fold spin anisotropy, D, in the presence of an external
magnetic field h. The Hamiltonian of the system is

')( = ) (
—cos(0;, —9, + mE/3) + h(1 —cos(0;)]

+D(1 —cos(68;)]/36),

FIG. 1. Schematic representation of an T point. Finer de-
tails are not shown.

where 0; is the angle between the ith spin and the
magnetic-Geld orientation. We shall concentrate on the
behavior of the model near the limit D = oo, where
n;, defined as 30;//7r, can take only the integer values
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(0,1,...,5). Although we restrict ourselves to one di-
mension the results apply equally to models with ferro-
magnetically coupled layers and an uniaxial modulation
driven by the interactions (2.1) perpendicular to the lay-
ers.

The ground-state configurations of the Hamiltonian
(2.1) satisfy

OR
O0.

(2 2)

T~~~ T I

For a given i, Eq. (2.2) enables us to express 0,+i as a
function of 0,. and 0,. q. This fact, together with the ob-
servation that n; C (0, 1, ..., 5), is suKcient to conclude
that, for D = oo, there will always exist periodic min-
imal energy configurations. It will be convenient to la-
bel a periodic configuration (... , Oiv, gi, 02, ..., Oiv, 8i, ...)
as (n, n, ...n~).

We can now discuss the phase diagram for D = oo,
obtained using the Floria-GriKths algorithm, and pre-
sented in Fig. 2. We have restricted the labeling of the
phases to the first quadrant (0 & A & 3; Ii & 0); the re-
maining phases can be constructed through appropriate
symmetry operations on the n,. sequences. The transi-
tion lines between regions A and J and regions J and E
are first order. The remaining boundaries are multiphase
lines, that is loci where all phases (including nonperiodic
ones) built from arbitrary combinations of the two neigh-
boring phases are degenerate.

If the spin anisotropy is reduced from oo it seems nat-
ural to expect the degeneracy along the multiphase lines
to be lifted as the spins soften from the clock positions.
Although n; is no longer constrained to assume integer

values, nevertheless, for high values of D, the angles 0;
will be close enough to the clock positions to allow us to
continue to use the same labeling scheme.

We are particularly interested in the possible appear-
ance of T points for finite D. An T point can occur when
a first-order transition line separating, say, phases (a)
and (P) (that, for simplicity, we now assume to be nonde-
generate) approaches a commensurate-incomznensurate
transition. An infinite number of phases spri. ng out &om
the multicritical point at the end of the first-order line (as
represented in Fig. 1). The phases appearing are made
of sequences of (a) and (P). As n g P the interfaces
separating them, which we shall call I p and Ip are also
generally distinct. In the example of Fig. 1 the gen-
eral form for a phase in the fan is (a I pP Ip ), where
the integers n, m increase approaching the (a) and (P)
boundaries, respectively.

The multiphase point P highlighted in Fig. 2 seems
to be a good candidate for becoming an T point when
D is relaxed from oo. P lies at the end of a first-order
transition line and it seems reasonable to consider the
two multiphase lines J-G and G-F as special cases of
accumulation lines. Therefore we might expect to observe
a structure similar to Fig. 1 for small values of I/D.

III. (a) BOUNDARY

Consider the J-G boundary (at a finite distance from
the point P). When D = oo the phases (a)—:(51) (region
J in Fig. 1) and (51402) (region G) coexist, and it is
easy to check that along the boundary all phases built
with a sequences separated by a ~402~—:I block (i.e. ,

(a Ia ...)) are degenerate. We want to study how this
degeneracy is lifted when D assumes finite values.

It is physically appealing to regard the I block of spins
as an interface separating pure o. sequences. Following
Ref. 8 one can conveniently write the energy per spin of,
say, phase (a I) as

E = EI + [2n(E —EI) + o'+ V (2n)
+V..(2n, 2n) + " ]((n, + 2n),

L~ ~ L

4 5

FIG. 2. Ground state of the Hamiltonian (2.1) for D = oo.
A = (0); B = (012345); C = {(024),(153)); D = (01245))
B = (0135); I' = {(03) (14) (25)) G = (02514).
II = {(025),(014)); I = (015); J = (15). The dashed lines
are first-order boundaries. V (2n) = Ei+ E2 —Es —E4, (3 2)

where nI = 3, EI (E ) is the energy per spin of phase (I)
((a)), o is the creation energy of I, V (2n) is the inter-
action energy of two interfaces I separated by a distance
2n, V (2n, 2n) is the interaction energy of three inter-
faces, and so forth. In the (a) region the interface ten-
sion o is positive; as the phase boundary is approached o
decreases and eventually, when it balances the interface
interactions, it will be favorable for the system to replace
the pure o. phase with a modulated one. The nature of
the transition depends on the form of the interface inter-
actions, which we now calculate to leading order using
an expansion in inverse spin anisotropy.

In the large D limit V (2n) dominates the energy con-
tribution from the interface interaction terms. It can be
obtained using the reconnection formula
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where E, is the energy of configuration i as sketched in
Fig. 3.

Equation (3.2) is exact, but is not convenient for our
purposes, as we want only the leading terin of V (2n).
In fact, we can exploit the rapid decay of the V with n
to substitute all infinite segments in Fig. 3 with finite
(though sufIiciently long) ones. Thus Eq. (3.2) can be
approximated by

no

Length ntt

~N-2n-2n - n
t 0

Length N — n
tt

no+ 2n
I 0w N- 2n - 2n — n

en, s

Length N

V (2n) = Ex + Za —Ec, (3.3) FIG. 4. Periodic configurations appearing in the approxi-
mate reconnection formula (3.3).where A, B, and C, are the periodic configurations

sketched in Fig. 4. np + 2n and N —2n —2nI —np
are assumed to be both a large multiple of 2n and much
greater than nI.

We label the spins of configurations A, B, and C
as (ai, a2, ... , a, = apj, (b,+i, ..., b~ = b„,j, and
(ci, c2, ..., civ = cp j, respectively. For D large the spins
will deviate from their clock positions (a; j, (b, j, and
(cPj by an angle analytic in D and we write

with

= cos(a, , —a, + vrA/3)/2,

= hcos(a, )/2,
= tan(a, , —a,'+ ~A/3),
= tan(a, ).

(3.8)

(3.9)
(3.iO)

(3.ii)

h.
2

6, =b,'. +b, ,
0a;=a, +a, , c' =c- +c'. (3.4)

It follows from (3.5) thatWe can choose to label the spins such that
a b (3.12)a; =c;,0 0 1&i &np, 6,. =c2, n, +1&i&¹

for all i and that

2 & i & np
Then using a superscript tilde to indicate we are working
only to second order in the spin deviations (a;j, (b, j,
(c;j the two-interface interaction can be written

(3.13)
np+2&i&¹

(3.i4)

b cJ; i, =J, b c

no
For the cases considered here it will be possible to label
the phases so that (3.13) is also true for i = 1 and (3.14)
for i = np + 1. Under these circumstances we may drop
the a, b, and c superscripts on the quantities defined
in (3.8)—(3.11). It is then possible to use the recursion
equations (2.2) to simplify (3.6). After some algebra one
obtains

V (2n) = 'R(a, , ai) + ) 'R(a; i, a;) + 'R(bN, b, +i)
2=2

N

+ ) 'R(b; i b)
i=no+2

N
—Z(c„,c,) + ) X(c; „c;), (3.6)

V (2n) = —Jp, ((a„, —b~)(c, —c„,+i)
—(ai —b„,+i)(civ —c,)j. (3.i5)

2=2

where

The quantities appearing in (3.15) can be obtained to
leading order in 1/D using the recursion equation (2.2).
An example of how to calculate V (2n) is given in the
Appendix. The result for general n is

V (2n) = C2C4 (S4 —Ss) /D "+.O(1/Dt "+ )),

(3.16)

R(a; „a;)= J. ..(a, , —a, + 4
+h, (a, + e, ) + Da, /2, (3.7)

where211

(3.i7)
(3.18)

S, = sin[~(b, —i)/3],
C;—:cos[~(b, —i)/3].

FIG. 3. Configurations needed to calculate the
two-interface interaction; see Eq. (3.2).

Terms of higher order than quadratic in the Hamilto-
nian (2.1) will not contribute to the leading term of the
interface-interface interaction and hence to leading order
V (2n) and V (2n) will be equal. Therefore we shall not
distinguish between them below.

A knowledge of the leading term in the interface-
interface interaction, Eq. (3.16), allows us to take the first
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IV. (P) BOUNDARY
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where the V's are defined in (3.16) and (4.3) and to lead-
ing order we find [n, m, m] [n+ i,m, m]

[n,rn, m]
[n+ I,nl, nl]

tp, p, = D (S2 —S3) CzC3,

t p, = D((S3 S2)(S4 S3))
tp, ——t p, . (5.2)

[n, m, m] [n+ I,m, m]

(n, m+ I,m+ I ] [n+ i,m+ 1,m+ I ]

[n, m+ 1,rn] [n+ i,m+ 1,m]

[n, m, m+ I ] [n+ I,m, m+ I ]

[n,m+ I nl+I ]
(n+ I m+ I m+ I ]

[n, m+ 1,m]
[n+ I,m+ I,m]

[n, m, m+ I )

[n+ I,m, m+ I [

[n,m+ I .m+ I ]
[n+ I,m+ I,rn+ I ]

The formulas (5.2) follow from calculations similar to
that described in the Appendix. For example, taking the
phases A = [n, m, m], B = [n, m+ l, m+ 1], and C =
[n, m, m, n, m+ 1,m+ 1] the right-hand side of Eq. (3.15)
is equal in leading order to Vp, (2m)tp, p, Vp, (2m + 2).
tp, p, can then immediately be extracted by using the
expression (4.3) for Vp, and Vp, .

With the aid of (5.1) it is possible to examine the ef-
fects of three-interface interactions on the superdegen-
erate boundaries in Fig. 5. Consider the general case
represented in Fig. 6(a). All four boundaries are multi-
phase lines where any sequence of the two neighboring
phases are degenerate within the two-interface interac-
tion approximation. For the [n, m, m]: [n + l, m, m]
and [n, m+ l, m+ 1]:[n+ l, m+ l, m+ 1] boundaries

PIG. 6. Detail of the phase diagram in (a) the two-interface
approximation; (b) the three-interface approximation; (c) the
four-interface approximation. First-order lines are dashed.

this exhausts the possibilities and the three-interface
interactions are not of su%ciently long range to split
the degeneracy. For the [n, m, m]: [n, m + l, m + 1]
([n + 1,m, m]: [n+ 1, m + 1, m + 1 ) boundary, however,
the phases [n, m+1, m] and [n, m, m+1] ([n+1,m+1, m]
and (n + 1, m, m + 1]) are also degenerate and there
is the possibility that these may be stabilized with re-
spect to [n, m, m] and [n, m + 1,m+ 1] ([n + 1,m, m] and
[n + 1,m + 1, m+ 1]) by the three-interface interaction.

To check this we need the energy differences '

E[n,m+1, rn] [n, m, m] E[fl &fA+iim+1] 2 [n, m, m+1] @[n,m, m] [n,m+1,m+1]

Vp, p, (m, m+ 1) + Vp, p, (m + 1, m) —Vp, p, (m+ 1, m + 1) —Vp, p, (m, m),

(5.3)

which are dominated by Vp, p, (m, m) and which are
therefore negative. Similarly the [n + l, m, m]: (n +
1, m+ 1, m, + 1] boundary is unstable with respect to the
formation of ( n+ l, m+ l, m], [n+ l, m, m+ I]). The
resulting modification to the phase diagram is sketched
in Fig. 6(b).

The V4 terms do not cause further splitting of the
multidegenerate lines of Fig. 6(b) but they qualitatively
change the phase diagram near the two points where four
lines meet. In proximity of the upper one the structure
of the phase diagram is determined by the signs of the
energy differences

&Vi ——V p, p, (n, m, m) + V p, p, (n + 1, m + 1, m) —V p, p, (n + 1,m, m) —V p, p, (n, m + 1,m),
AV2 ——Vp, p, (m, m, n) + Vp, p, (m + 1,m, n+ 1) —Vp, p, (m + 1, m, n) —Vp, p, (m, m, n + 1). (5.4)

With the aid of the factorization formulas (5.1) it is
possible to check that the two energy difFerences (5.4)
are positive. This means that phases [n + 1,m, m] and

1[n, m, m+ 1], [n, m. +1, m] ) are separated by a short first-
order line; similarly one can show that ([n + 1,m, m, +
1], [n+ 1,m+ 1, m] ) and [n, m+ 1, m+ 1] also coexist at a
first-order transition. In this approximation the structure
of Fig. 6(b) must be modified as in Fig. 6(c).

The factorization formulas (5.1) allow us to go further
and study the effect on the phase diagram of interface-

interface interactions of all orders. Bassler, Sasaki, and
GriKths showed that the form of the phase diagram
depends upon the sign of the two-interface interactions
(3.16) and (4.3) and the t's, Eq. (5.2). Here these are
all positive corresponding to a case where the superde-
generate boundaries at the end of the first-order lines in
Fig. 6(c) split under the effect of higher-order interface-
interface interactions, giving rise to a structure analogous
to that in Fig. 5 (but where the phases have longer peri-
odicity). Furthermore one can carry the analysis further
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by studying again the splitting near the points where
four lines meet and so on, finding a structure similar to
the one in Fig. 6(c). The analysis can then be repeated
ad infinitum, showing that the T point has, indeed, a
self-similar, fractal structure.

the existence of an Y point in a spin model. The phase
diagram has been constructed inductively by calculat-
ing the interface-interface interactions to leading order
in 1/D, the inverse spin anisotropy. Following arguments
due to Bassler, Sasaki, and GrifIIths we have argued that
the T point has a self-similar, fractal structure.

VI. DI8CUS SION

The analysis presented above was based on retaining
only the leading-order term in the interface-interface in-
teraction. We cannot rule out the possibility that the ne-
glected higher-order contributions could afFect the phase
diagram. In particular there will be correction terms
O(l2/D2) where l is the period of a given phase which
could introduce qualitative changes for l large and D not
suKciently small.

The results were checked numerically in two ways.
First we used the Floria-GrifIIths algorithm on a grid of
size 1200 to check which phases appeared. It was possi-
ble to resolve phases with l up to 13. Secondly we used a
mean-field analysis, exact at zero temperature, to check
the positions of the phase boundaries. In this way the
formulas for the interface-interface interactions could be
verified for short-period phases (typically l up to 9).

To summarize, we have presented analytic evidence for
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APPENDIX: CALCULATION
OF THE TWO-INTERFACE INTERACTION

As an example of how to obtain the two-interface in-
teraction we consider explicitly the calculation of V (6).
Following Fig. 4 we need to consider the periodic phases
listed below where no ——4, % = 24, and n = nr ——3. A
choice of labeling that satisfies (3.13) for 1 & i & np and
(3.14) for np + 1 & i & K is as shown:

L —Ap( 1) 2 ) ~ ~ ~

A: 3a,'/7r 5 1 5 1

i = ... N;np+1,

B: 3b, /7 5 1 5 1 5 1 40 2 51515151402
i=¹1, Ap) Ap + 1) ~ ~ o

C: 3c,'/7r 5 1 5 1 5 1 51 5 140251515151402. (Al)

We can now use (3.15) to calculate V (6) to leading order.
The quantities (a, —bN), (ai —b,+i), (ci —c,+i), and
(civ —c„,) can be obtained correct to leading order from
the linear approximation to the recursion equation (2.2),

gives

(A4)

(A2)
g~ 2h&gra —i 2Je (gni gn 1),

— —

where we have used the definitions (3.8)—(3.11).
Let 2J8 (gn —1 gn 1)— (A5)

0~ 6I2
t' = D+ D2+ (A3)

Substituting into (A2) and equating like powers of D
To calculate (ai —b, ~i) it is helpful to display explic-

itly a, and 6,+,. as a function of i:
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-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 ... It follows immediately from (A4) that

3ao/~
3b'„,+, /7r

51 5 1 5:1515151
0 2 5 1 5 : 1 5 1 4 0 2 5 ...

(A6)

1 7r
(os —b+s), = —sin —E —3 —sin —A —4

)D 3 3

(A7)

The +'s mark where a, first divers from 6,+ when
moving away from the dotted interface in either direction. Two further iterations of (A5) give

(a) —b„,+g) = 1 7r p p 7t 0 0
D2 3 1 2cos —4 + a —a cos —4 + a —a (as —b +s)2 3 ~o

1 7r 7r 7r 'Tr

cos —(E —4) cos —(E —2) sin —E —3 —sin —E —4
)

.
D3 3 3 3 3

(AS)

(a, —b)v) may be calculated in an analogous way

(a„, —b~) = —(ag —b„,+g). (A9)

Similarly

(cg —c„,+g) = (c~ —c„,) = (a, —b„,+,).

Using Jo )
——cos[s (4 —2)j/2, from the definition (3.8) and substituting (A8) —(A10) into (3.15) gives

(Alo)

2 - 2
1 7r 7r 7r

V (6) = — sin —b, —4 —sin —A —3 cos —(b, —4) cos —(A —2)D6 3 3 3
(All)

It is important to point out that the labeling used in Eq.
(Al) is not unique. Any labeling which satisfies (3.13) for
1 & i & no and (3.14) for 1 & no+1 & X will give the cor-
rect results for V (6). However, in general (aq —a,+q),
etc. will contain lower powers of 1/D which cancel when
the difference in (3.15) is taken. The choice given above,
which maximizes the distance of the position (w) where

a, erst divers from 6 +~ avoids such cancellation and
leads to the easiest calculation.

It is important to mention that because the interface-
interface interactions decay very rapidly (exponentially)
with increasing interface-interface distance the values of

np+ 2n and N —2n —2nI —np need not in fact be much
larger that 2n and nr. That suKciently large values have
been chosen can be checked a posteriori by verifying that
increasing the values of np and N does not change the
result (All).

Finally we give an explicit expression for the interface
energy o defined in (3.1). A leading-order calculation
gives

(A12)

o = C2 + C4 —2C3 + 1S2 2Ss 2S2S4 + 4S3S4 S4
1 2 2 2

+h~3(S2 —2S3+ S4)) + G(D 2) .
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