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The effect of Cooperons on the metal-insulator transition in disordered interacting electronic
systems is studied. We point out that a proper incorporation of Cooperons into the disordered elec-
tron problem must respect a Bethe-Salpeter equation for the effective Cooper interaction amplitude
I'°. This puts constraints on renormalization-group treatments of the problem. We discuss exist-
ing renormalization group approaches, both of the field-theoretic and of the momentum-frequency
shell variety, and show that none of them are technically satisfactory. A general analysis of the
Bethe-Salpeter equation shows that all possible solutions fall into one of three classes which differ
with respect to the scaling behavior of I'>. We argue that both of the physically most plausible
possibilities lead to logarithmic corrections to scaling, and discuss the experimental implications of

this conjecture.

I. INTRODUCTION

The current theoretical description of the metal-
insulator transition (MIT) suffers from the fact that there
is no consensus about the effects of the particle-particle
or Cooper channel on the MIT.! The authors who first
studied this problem concluded that the presence or ab-
sence of the Cooper channel does not qualitatively mod-
ify the MIT.?3 At first sight this may seem surprising, as
the widespread interest in the localization problem was
sparked by work on the Cooper channel and the backscat-
tering or weak localization effects it produces.? Also,
numerous experiments confirmed the presence of these
weak localization effects in weakly disordered metallic
systems in the absence of magnetic impurities and mag-
netic fields.> However, the assertion appears less surpris-
ing if one recalls that electron-electron interaction effects
in the presence of disorder lead to many of the same ef-
fects as Cooperons.® If this is so in the weak disorder
regime, and if one acknowledges that electron-electron
interactions are in general relevant for the MIT, then it
is conceivable that Cooperons do not lead to any addi-
tional effects at the MIT over and above those produced
by the interplay of interactions and disorder alone. This
was in fact the conclusion reached by Finkel'stein? and by
Castellani et al.,> who have argued that the Cooper chan-
nel is irrelevant, in the sense of the renormalization group
(RG), for the MIT, that interaction effects effectively re-
place Cooperon effects near the MIT, and that MIT with
or without Cooperons are qualitatively the same. On the
other hand, more recently the present authors have ar-
gued that the effective Cooper interaction amplitude is
a marginal operator rather than an irrelevant one, and
that this marginal operator leads to logarithmic correc-
tions to scaling that are characteristic for those universal-
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ity classes where Cooperons are present.” Since the RG
techniques employed in these two respective approaches
were quite different it is very hard to see any relations
between them and to tell which, if any, of the two results
is the correct one. This problem is of more than purely
academic interest since it was shown in Ref. 7 that the
logarithmic corrections to scaling, if they exist, can rec-
oncile the observed values s < 2/3 of the conductivity
exponent s in Si:P (Ref. 8) and some other systems,®°
with the rigorous bound!! that requires s > 2/3 in three-
dimensional (3D) systems.

The present paper is an attempt to clarify this is-
sue. We first show that the Cooper channel problem
can be cast in the form of a Bethe-Salpeter equation for
the effective Cooper interaction amplitude. This inte-
gral equation determines the quantity which the previ-
ous treatments disagreed upon, and all perturbative RG
calculations must be consistent with it. We then pro-
ceed to show that both the field theoretic RG methods”
and the momentum shell-like methods,?3 as previously
employed, contain ambiguities, and do not lead to a fi-
nite renormalized theory. The origin of these problems
is traced back to hidden assumptions in the RG treat-
ments. We conclude that the theory is not renormaliz-
able with the number of renormalization constants as-
sumed for the field-theoretic treatment,” and that any
momentum shell-type RG produces new terms in the ac-
tion which are difficult to handle and were ignored in
previous treatments.?3

While we are currently unable to remedy the technical
problems with the RG treatments, we can classify possi-
ble solutions by means of a very general analysis of the
Bethe-Salpeter equation. The two most interesting, and
physically most plausible, of these solutions predict that
in systems without magnetic impurities or external mag-
netic fields there are logarithmic corrections to scaling at
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the MIT in agreement with the conclusion of Ref. 7.
The plan of this paper is as follows. In Sec. II we con-
sider Finkel'stein’s effective field theory for the MIT,?
and calculate the perturbative corrections to the coupling
constants to one-loop order. We also derive the Bethe-
Salpeter equation that relates a general, frequency de-
pendent Cooper interaction amplitude «. to the Cooper
propagator I'°. In Sec. III we use field-theoretic renor-
malization methods to renormalize the parameters that
appear in the particle-hole channel. We then discuss both
of the previous attempts to renormalize the Cooper chan-
nel in order to obtain the scaling behavior of I'°, and
clarify the origin of the mutual inconsistency of these
results. In Sec. IV we classify possible solutions of the
Bethe-Salpeter equation with respect to the scaling be-
havior of I'°. This provides us with three possible scaling
scenarios for the problem, two of which lead to logarith-
mic corrections to scaling. Since the structure of the
perturbation theory makes the third one unlikely, this
leads us to the conjecture that logarithmic corrections to
scaling are present in all universality classes that allow
for Cooperons. In Sec. V we discuss the experimental im-
plications of this conjecture. In the Appendix we outline
the use of the Wilsonian RG for the Cooperon problem.

II. THE FIELD THEORY AND THE LOOP
EXPANSION

In the first part of this section we recall the ba-
sic field-theoretic description of the disordered electron
problem?'2 and derive the Gaussian propagators of the
field theory. Since the technical details of this model have
been reviewed in Ref. 1 we will keep this brief. We then
explain how to obtain perturbative corrections to the
coupling constants by considering the vertex functions
to one-loop order. Finally, we derive a Bethe-Salpeter
equation for the Cooper propagator.

A. The model

We consider the generalized nonlinear o model for in-
teracting electrons in the presence of disorder.? It is an
effective model which is designed to capture the physics
determined by the slow modes related to conservation
laws, i.e., the diffusion of mass, spin, and energy density.
The action can be written!

S[Q] = dx tr(VQ( 2+2H / dx tr(QQ(x))
Z K. /dx Qx)oQ®],.  (21)

u=s,t,c

2G

Here the field variable @ is a Hermitian, traceless, in-
finite matrix whose matrix elements, Q%2 are com-
plex 4x4 matrices (spin-quaternions) which comprise the
spin and particle-hole degrees of freedom. The labels
a,8 = 1,2,...,N denote replica labels. In deriving
Eq. (2.1), quenched disorder has been integrated out by
means of the replica trick,!? and the limit N — 0 is im-
plied at the end of all calculations. n,m = —o0, -+, 400
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are Matsubara frequency labels. 2 = lw, with 1 the
identity matrix, w, = 27T (n + 1/2), is a fermionic fre-
quency matrix, and tr denotes a trace over all discrete
degrees of freedom. The terms [QoQ], in Eq. (2.1) are bi-
linear in Q. They describe the electron-electron interac-
tion, and the explicit forms of the “products” [QoQ], can
be found in Refs. 1 and 2. G = 8/mopg with op the bare
or self-consistent Born conductivity is a measure of the
disorder, and H = wNp/4 plays the role of a frequency
coupling parameter with Nz the bare density of states
(DOS) at the Fermi level. K, and K, are singlet and
triplet particle-hole interaction constants, respectively,
and K. is the singlet particle-particle or Cooper channel
interaction constant. At zero frequency the triplet cou-
pling constant in the particle-particle channel vanishes
due to the Pauli principle.'* For simplicity we formulate
the theory with a short-range model interaction, i.e., the
K, ;. are simply numbers. For the more realistic case
of a Coulomb interaction K, is =z dependent and must
be kept under the integral in Eq. (2.1). Most results for
this case are easily obtained after all calculations have
been performed by essentially putting K, = —H.2 In
Sec. III we will give results for both the short-range and
the Coulomb interaction cases.
The matrix Q is subject to the nonlinear constraint,

Q%=1.

This constraint, and the requirements of Hermiticity and
zero trace can be eliminated by parametrizing the matrix

Q by,’s

(2.2)

(1-—gq")/2 -1  forn>0, m>0

Q= q forn>0, m<0
t forn<0, m>0
—(1-4qtq)¥/2 -1 forn<0, m<O0.

(2.3a)

Here the q are matrices with spin-quaternion valued ele-
ments ¢22;n =0,1,...;m = —1,—2,.... It is convenient
to expand them in a spin-quaternion basis,

o = Z Z La58. (1, ® 54). (2.3b)
=0 i=0
Here 79 = so = 09, and Tj = —8; = '“7:0']' (.7 = 1,2,3)7

with o; the Pauli matrices. The 7; are the quaternion ba-
sis and span the particle-hole and particle-particle space,
while the s; serve as our basis in spin space.

We have so far given the theory for the so-called generic
(G) universality class which is realized by systems with-
out magnetic fields, magnetic impurities, or spin-orbit
scattering. Apart from class G, the second universality
class with Cooperons is the one with strong spin-orbit
scattering (class SO). For class SO the action is shown
as above, except that the particle-hole spin triplet chan-
nel is absent, i.e., the sum over the spin index 7 in Eq.
(2.3b) is restricted to i = 0.1° In what follows we will
give results for both class G and class SO.

With the help of Egs. (2.3) one can expand the action
in powers of q,
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5[Q1 =" Salq], (2.4)

where S,[q] ~ ¢". We first concentrate on the Gaussian
part of the action,!?

52[4}=—4/Z > ig12(p)iMiz34kgsa(—p). (2.5a)
P ri 1,234
Here fp = f dp/(Zﬂ‘)D, and 1 = (n1,0t1), etc. The ma-
trix M is given by
: S oa
0,3M12,34(p) = _1_?6;‘3_4{613[‘”2 + GH(wn, — wn,)]
+00y030010527TGK,, }, (2.5b)

where vy = 5,11 23 = t, and

. é
12Mi234(p) = __H_ZG,3_+_4{613[p2 + GH(wn, — Wn,)]
+00y a2 00105 0:027TGK . }. (2.5¢)

The Gaussian two-point propagators are given in terms
of the inverse of M. They can be put into a standard
form by summing over, e.g., ns and ng,

E 3,3M1—2334(P)/G =(1

n3z>0,nys <0

- 501 az )Dnl —n2 (P)

+oay ez D:‘l —na (p), (2.6a)

Z §,2M1—2,134(P)/G = —(1 = daya3) Dy —n, (P)

n3>0,n4<0
‘—60110:2 (1 - 6i0)Dn1 —n2z (p)
_5i06a1a2
X Dﬂl —n2 (P)
1+ GzWTKCfm +n2 (P) ’
where
fn(p) = Z 6n,n1+n2Dn1—nz (p) (26b)
n;>0,n2<0
KaHere we tve introduced the propagators
D.(p) = [p* + GHQ,| 1, (2.7a)
Dt (p) = [p? + G(H + K, )] 71, (2.7b)
AD;(p) = Dy (p) — Da(p), (2.7¢)

with Q,, = 27T'n a bosonic Matsubara frequency. Phys-
ically, D,,, D2, and D! are the energy, mass, and spin
diffusion propagators.!® Examining the various terms in
Egs. (2.6) we see that all of them have a standard propa-
gator structure except for the last contribution in Eq.
(2.6b). In interpreting these propagators as having a
standard structure, the Matsubara frequencies in Egs.
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(2.7a)—(2.7c) are taken to be analogous to a magnetic
field at a magnetic phase transition, i.e., the MIT oc-
curs at 2, — 0 and §2,, or the temperature is a relevant
perturbation in the RG sense. Using Egs. (2.6b) and
(2.7a), changing the sum to an integral, and placing an
ultraviolet cutoff Qo on the resulting frequency integrals
shows that 27T f,,, 4, (p) in Eq. (2.6b) diverges logarith-
mically in the long wavelength, low-temperature limit.
With K. > 0, we see that the last term in Eq. (2.6b)
is logarithmically small compared to the other terms in
Egs. (2.6).

We conclude this subsection with two remarks. First,
the logarithm discussed above that appears in the
particle-particle density correlation function is just the
usual BCS logarithm. However, since we consider a sys-
tem with a repulsive Cooper channel interaction, K. > 0,
which is not superconducting in the clean limit, this does
not lead to a Cooper instability. Rather, the last term in
Eq. (2.6b) vanishes logarithmically in the limit p, T — 0.
If the structure of this term persists for disorder values
up to the MIT, and if it couples to the physical quan-
tities such as, e.g., the conductivity, then it will lead to
logarithmic corrections to scaling. Second, considering
the Gaussian theory one can already anticipate a fun-
damental problem with any RG treatment of the field
theory. To see this, note that at the Gaussian level the
two-point vertex functions are given by S2[q]. Exam-
ining Egs. (2.5) we see that at this order no singular-
ities, neither in the ultraviolet nor in the infrared, are
present in the vertex functions, and the only cutoff de-
pendence is the restriction that all frequencies must be
smaller than some ultraviolet cutoff frequency €2o. This
should be contrasted with the corresponding two-point
Gaussian propagators given by Egs. (2.6). Because of
the last term in Eq. (2.6b), both an infrared singularity
and a logarithmic dependence on an ultraviolet cutoff ap-
pear. In the usual RG approach such cutoff dependences
are eliminated from the field theory by the introduction
of suitable renormalization constants. Here, unusual fea-
tures are that vertex functions and propagators behave
differently with respect to their cutoff dependence, and
that the cutoff dependent term is logarithmically small
rather than large. We will come back to this in Sec. III
below.

B. Perturbation theory and the Bethe-Salpeter
equation for the Cooper propagator

We now consider the perturbation theory for the
vertex functions, which can be generated by standard
techniques.!® For simplicity we restrict our considera-
tions to the two-point vertex function I'® and to the
one-point vertex function ') which is related to the
one-point propagator P! = (trQ%%(x)). At one-loop
order I'®) is given by the second derivative with respect
to q of the right-hand side of Eq. (2.5a) with the matrix
M replaced by



p2
Gnlnz
+Hﬂ1"2 (“"ﬂl — Wny )]

3,3M{2,34(P) = 51—2,3—4{513[

+00 a3 003 5 ZFTK:: n2,nang }’
(2.8a)

and,

p2
G‘nlﬂg
+Hn1nz (wnl — Wn, )]

isz{2,34(p) = _51+2,3+4{513[

+6a1 az 601 as 6i027rTKftl'nz ,M3Nng } I
(2.8b)

where Gp,ny, Hnyny, and K25e - are given by G,
H, and K,;., respectively, plus frequency dependent
one-loop perturbative corrections. In our notation we
have suppressed the fact that these corrections are in
general also momentum dependent. In the absence of
Cooperons these corrections have been discussed in de-
tail elsewhere.!” In general the momentum and frequency
dependence of the corrections is quite complicated. Here
we just give the results to leading order in 1/e, with
e = D — 2. With A an ultraviolet momentum cutoff,
and G = GSp/(2m)P with Sp the surface of the D-
dimensional unit sphere, we obtain,
G2 2 8
Gnlnz =G+ T / D‘n1—n2 -G /[Il(p’nnl_"2)
3 P

+3I{ (p’ Q‘"-l —nz) + If(p’ Q"l—ﬂz )]

+G [ (150, Onsne) + 350, Bosn)],
P
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Hy, ,.,=H+ GH/ [If(p, Qn,—n,) + 3L (p, Qny—n,)
P
1. 1.,
+'2—Il(p’ Q"l) + EII (p7Q—ﬂ.3)]

~GH [ [J3(p, O ns) +373(p, 20, —n,)
P

(2.9b)

K:hﬂz,"a'm =K, +H— Hnlnz, (2.9(:)

t
Knl nz,ngng

= Kt + G(Kt - Ks)/ Jl(pvﬂm—ﬂ:)

P

GK,
-5 [ 940, Rsn)
)

_Gth / I]c.(pa in —ng)
P

G
~GE K [ I, 00ina), (2:99)

P

K¢
ninz,n3ng

- k.- S (k, - 3K, / Doy —ny
8 P

+G / JE(D, Vg —ny )- (2.9¢)
P

With a cutoff frequency Q¢ = O(A2/GH) the integrands

(2.9a) read
J
, 1 Qo /27T 1 )
s == —ADSH(p .
LR =3 3, AP (2.102)
Qo /27T
. 1 K. 2
I(p, Q) = — 5 G2nT ; T ERTE o) ('Dm(p)) , (2.10b)
ot G2 . ﬂo/z‘n’T ot 2 .
(P, M) = — = (Kot)21T Y 2D (P)(Datm(P)) [1 = 2*Drsm ()], (2.10¢)
8,t 1 2nT e 8,t 8,t
T3P, ) = 5 (Kua/H) G Y [ADEAP) + CK ot @mD5 (P Do (P)] (2.10d)
2nT = m m
Jl(p, Qn) = @ 2 (1 - ;)’Dm.m(p) + -;'Dm(p)} , (2108)
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Qo /27T 1 Qo /27T Qo /27T
JB(psQ‘n):— Z_: EAD:n(p)_GKt Z Dm(P)Dm+n + K Z D; (p)Dm+n( )
G /20T G Qo /27T m
8 i
+5 K ;1 EDm(P)DmM(P)‘FXKt mz::n (2_E)Dm(p)pm+n(p)7 (2.10f)
Qo /27T 3
K.
(p, Q) = 21T (D ; 2.10
Ti(p, ) = 20T 30 (Pm®) TR Gt ) (2.10g)
90/27rT K
¢ = —AD: ( ° . 2.10h
Ti(p, ) = G2 T Z -A 1+G27rTch_m(p) (2.10h)
For the one-point vertex function one finds
PO(R,) = 1+4G [ (152, 0n) + 31 (p.S2) + I (P, 20 (2.11)
P

In giving Egs. (2.9)-(2.11) we have neglected terms
that are finite in D = 2 as (A, Qg) — o0, and a d-function
constraint [cf. Egs. (2.8)] is understood in Egs. (2.9¢),
(2.9d), and (2.9¢). Some of these terms depend on n;
and n, separately, not just on the difference n; — ns.
In Eq. (2.9b) we have written a separate dependence on
n; and ny explicitly for later reference. Also, the com-
plete frequency dependence of K7, ., . . and K'fnnz,nanﬁ
is more complicated than the one shown. However, for
most of our purposes it is sufficient to treat all “exter-
nal” frequencies as equal, and we do not have to deal
with the (substantial) complications that arise from the
full perturbation theory.

Finally, let us discuss one important point. To one-
loop order the two-point propagators are given by the
inverse of the matrix M’, Egs. (2.8) which contains the
perturbative corrections to the inverse of the matrix M

in Eq. (2.5a). For the particle-hole degrees of freedom
one can show in general that, except for irrelevant terms,
the matrix M’ ™! has the same form as the matrix M -1
with the only difference being that the corrected cou-
pling constants appear in M’ ~1. The underlying reason
for this feature is the conservation laws for mass, spin,
and energy density. For the particle-particle degrees of
freedom the situation is different. There are no conserva-
tion laws which guarantee that the form of the last term
in Eq. (2.6b) will not change at higher orders in the loop
expansion. In general, the Cooper propagator is given by
Eq. (2.6b) with the replacement,

K,
- T , 2.12
1+ G27I'TKCfn1+n2 (p) ninz,n3ng (p) ( a)
where I' satisfies a Bethe-Salpeter equation,
J
K‘::l nb,n3zn 6"3+‘n4,n +n2
.y = Koy mgna- (2.12b)

L7 nyngns T 27T Z

n{>0,n5<0

Here we have again suppressed the momentum depen-
dence of I'°. Note that if we make the substitutions
Kc’n' mans — K¢y, Hpiny — H, Gpyny, — G, replace
the remaining sum by an integral, let p,T — 0, and use
an ultraviolet cutoff ¢ on the frequency integral, then
I'¢ has the standard BCS form,
K.

Fc(p?w"1+"2) = ’ (2'12C)

©)
de R
te ln(D<°>p*+|un1+n,|)
with v¥ = K_/H, and D© = 1/GH.
The actual Cooper propagator to all orders in pertur-

re
ninz,nin, p2/Gn, n —+ Hn’ nb (""’"1 —_ w"z)

f

bation theory would have the simple form given by Eq.
(2.12c) only if the coupling constants K< and H were con-
stant to all orders. In general, the structure of the Cooper
propagator will be more complicated and to obtain it one
has to solve the integral equation, Eq. (2.12b). This equa-
tion expresses a general inversion problem: How to obtain
a propagator from a vertex function which has a compli-
cated frequency dependence. In the Cooper channel, in
contrast to the particle-hole channel, this problem is not
simplified by constraints due to conservation laws. For
later reference we symmetrize the Bethe-Salpeter equa-
tion by defining
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KC

nin2,n3ng

[Hﬂlﬂn Hﬂ3n4] 12 ,

Yninz,ngny =

(2.13a)

and

- e

nin2,n3ng

[annz Hnan] e

(2.13b)

Fnl nz,m3ng —

For T — 0 the integral equation for T' then reads

- Qo Q wl)f(wl Q wn)
n " dw' 'Y(w, y )35,
(w, Q,w ) + o D(w', -0 - w’)p2 + 2w + Q

= vy(w,Q,w"), (2.14a)
with
D', - -w') =[G, -2 — W )H(w', -2 — )] .
(2.14b)

Since we consider the zero-temperature limit we have
made the replacements,

21T (ny + ng) = 2aT(ng + ng) = —N
27Tng » w

2nTn) - o'

2nTn, = w”

f"l"::“anq - f(w7Q7wll) (2140)

etc., and for definiteness we have assumed €2 > 0.

III. THE RENORMALIZATION GROUP FLOW
EQUATIONS

In this section we apply a field-theoretic renormaliza-
tion procedure to the model of Sec. II. We first use
normalization point techniques to obtain RG flow equa-
tions for all of the coupling constants that appear in the
particle-hole channel. These flow equations contain the
Cooper propagator I'. In order to close the system of
flow equations one needs a flow equation for I', and we
discuss the reasons why previous attempts to derive one
are problematic. In the Appendix we show that the same
flow equations are obtained, and the same conclusions are
reached, if one uses a Wilson-type momentum-frequency

shell RG.

A. Renormalization of the particle-hole channel

The field theory defined by Egs. (2.1)—(2.2) has the
form of a nonlinear 0 model with perturbing operators.
The pure o model, i.e., the first term on the right-hand-
side (rhs) of Eq. (2.1) with the constraint given by Eq.
(2.2), is well known to be renormalizable with two renor-
malization constants, one for the coupling constant G
(the disorder) and one for the renormalization of the Q
field.2° The second term on the rhs of Eq. (2.1) does
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not require any additional renormalization constants be-
cause the coupling constant H in Eq. (2.1) just mul-
tiplies the basic @ field, and, therefore, the renormal-
ization of H is determined by the field renormalization
constant.?%21 This model represents the noninteracting
localization problem.!? From a physical point of view the
model has a rather restrictive property: The only inter-
action taken into account is the elastic electron-impurity
scattering, and consequently the different Matsubara fre-
quencies in Eq. (2.1) are decoupled.

The situation changes fundamentally with the addi-
tion of the last term in Eq. (2.1). Physically, this term
describes the electron-electron interaction and hence the
exchange of energy between electrons. Technically, this
leads to a coupling between the Matsubara frequencies,
and an examination of the perturbation theory shows
that this term introduces new infrared and ultraviolet
singularities. In the absence of interactions, singulari-
ties arise only from momentum integrations. With in-
teractions there are singularities due to both momentum
and frequency integrations, and the symmetry properties
of the model change continuously during the RG proce-
dure. As a consequence, the established results?® con-
cerning the renormalizability of nonlinear ¢ models with
perturbing operators, which apply to models with a fixed
symmetry, are inapplicable. No general results concern-
ing the number of renormalization constants needed are
available, and it is a priori unclear how to renormalize
the model given by the full Eq. (2.1).

All RG treatments of the field theory defined by Egs.
(2.1)-(2.2) so far have ignored this general renormaliz-
ability problem. They have assumed, explicitly or implic-
itly, that the full model is still renormalizable with one
extra renormalization constant for each interaction cou-
pling constant which is added. In addition, H acquires
a renormalization constant of its own if interactions are
present. In the absence of Cooperons, i.e., in a theory
which contains only K, and K;, there is empirical evi-
dence based on perturbation theory for this assumption
being correct.!%:2%:23 In the presence of Cooperons things
are more complicated as we will see. We will, therefore,
first renormalize the particle-hole channel, where the the-
ory is on more solid ground.

It is most convenient to use a normalization point RG.
The renormalized disorder, frequency coupling, interac-
tion constants, and ¢ fields are denoted by g, h, k;, ki,
and gg, respectively. They are defined by

G = n"Zyg, (3.1a)
H = Zh, (3.1b)
K, = Z, ks, (3.1¢)
0,39 = Z*% o,3qr, (3.1d)

where u is an arbitrary momentum scale that is intro-
duced in Eq. (3.1a) to make g dimensionless. The renor-
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malized particle-hole IV point vertex functions are related
to the bare ones by

0,31‘%‘7)(1,, Qi g, h, ks, key. .5, A)

= ZN/2 O,SF(N)(p,Q‘n;GaHaKsaKt;A)' (32)

Renormalizability implies that all of the I‘%N) are finite

J

as A — oo for fixed renormalized coupling constants.
On the left-hand side of Eq. (3.2) we anticipate the pos-
sibility that renormalization may produce new scaling
operators which have no counterpart in the bare vertex
functions. We will see that this indeed happens, since the
particle-hole and particle-particle channels couple, start-
ing at one-loop order.

The Z’s in Egs. (3.1) are not unique. We fix them by
the following normalization conditions for the two-point
vertex functions,

19 ;@ pe D
g 51)—2 :'(FR )glﬁ"‘l‘:f‘inlﬂz (p) ,p=0, Wny —Wn,=pP/gh, wn, +wn, =0 = ;SD/(%”) ’ (333')
1 9 i (@
g a(wnl _ wnz) :‘(FR )z?r’::,ﬁnlng (p)layﬁﬁ, p=0, Wy —Wny :/J.D/gh, wn1+w"2 =0 = h’ (3’3b)
Ll p(@yaa, i (p(2)yaB,aB
g [B(FR )ﬁ?n:yo’"lx’nz (p = 0) ) (FR )iln(:,nlng (p = O)l“#ﬂ] Wny —Wng “—'pD/gh, Wy +ing -0 = 27I'Tku,~- (33C)
[
These conditions determine the renormalization con- P
stants Zg 4. The wave function or field renormaliza- Zy=1+ i{5 =31+ 1/ye)l: — —} + O(g%), (3.5b)
tion constant Z we fix by a normalization condition for 4e 2
the one-point vertex function I'V), viz.,
g ~
Zn=1+2 [—1 + 3y + F] (3.5¢)
1 b
TRV g0 mpp jgn = 1- (3.3d) 8
The normalization conditions given by Egs. (3.3) are the Ze = Zn; (3.5d)
conventional ones: At scale p the renormalized vertex
functions are taken to have their tree level structure. gr1l 1 = ( 1 1 )]
.97t 1 414 3.5
From Egs. (2.8), (2.9), (3.1), (3.2), and (3.3) the 2’s ¢~ 1+ 5 {4% Hate (g, F 1)) (3:3)

can be determined. We obtain

2
zZ = (11O (@ = P /gh)), (3.42)
¢ Sp
Zg = Z - ;W[Gnl—nz - G]wnl ‘_an:I-lD/gh

+0(g%), (3.4b)

_ 1

In=2 1_ E[Hnl—"z — H]wn,—wn2=uv/gh + O(gz)-

(3.4¢)

The fastest way to derive the RG flow equations is to
switch from our cutoff regularized theory to dimensional
regularization and use a minimal subtraction scheme. We
can do so by putting € < 0 in Egs. (3.4), letting A — oo,
and then analytically continuing to € > 0. We find,

I A
Z=1 45[6 +3l,+r], (3.5a)

with l; = In(1 + v¢), ¢ = ke/h. I is the Cooper propa-
gator at scale u,

Il
Loy 1]

f‘ (I"’) = I-.1(“')7Q7""’,)]w:w’:1,4‘7/2_qh=9/2' (36)

with T from Eq. (2.13b). In giving Egs. (3.5) and (3.7)
below, we have for simplicity neglected terms of order
gI'™ with n > 2. The omission of these terms does not
affect our conclusions.

The one-loop RG flow equations follow from Egs. (3.1)
and (3.5) in the usual way.!® Withb~p~landz=1Inbd
one obtains,

dg g _i 3
T =t I{E’ 3(1+1/m)k — 5 } + 0(g°),

(3.7a)

dh h -
= 9—8—[3% — 1+ T+ 0(g?),

g (3.7b)
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d -
D _ 91 4 y)? + 21+ 1) (1 + 27)T + O(g?),
dz 8 8

(3.7¢)

In giving Eqgs. (3.5) and (3.7) we have specialized to the
case of a Coulomb interaction between the electrons. In
this case a compressibility sum rule enforces v, = k;/h =
-1.2

Equations (3.7) are valid for the universality class G.
For the spin-orbit class SO the analogous results are

2 ~
9 _ g+ L[1-T]+0(e, (3.83)
dz 8
dh gh = 2
=2 = . .
o = —gl1-T1+0( (3.8b)

Note that Egs. (3.8) for the universality class SO have, at
least in the absence of I, a fixed point describing a MIT,3
while Egs. (3.7) for the generic universality class do not.
The runaway problem posed by Egs. (3.7) for the class G
has been solved by a perturbation theory and resumma-
tion to all orders.?* However, this problem is decoupled
from the Cooper channel problem discussed here, and for
our present purposes, Egs. (3.7) are sufficient.

Equations (3.7) and (3.8) are identical to the flow equa-
tions obtained in Refs. 2 and 3, which supplemented them
by a flow equation for I'. They are also identical to the
flow equations obtained in Ref. 7. In that paper, how-
ever, an explicit expression for I" was used, and an addi-
tional flow equation for the Cooper interaction amplitude
Ye = k¢/h was derived. These two approaches yielded
qualitatively different results. In the next subsection we
will show that these different results are due to differ-
ent assumptions concerning the renormalization of the
Cooper channel, and we will discuss the validity of these
assumptions.

B. Attempts to renormalize the particle-particle
channel

The RG flow equations given by Eqs. (3.7) and Egs.
(3.8) are not closed because they contain the Cooper
propagator I'. More generally, we have not yet consid-
ered the renormalization of the particle-particle channel,
which is necessary in order to complete the theory. What
has been done in the literature to close the system of flow
equations amounts to various implicit assumptions. Here
we investigate this point in some detail. We will state the
assumptions explicitly, and show how the mutually con-
tradicting results in the literature follow from them. We
will then analyze the resulting descriptions with respect
to internal consistency. To what extent they are consis-
tent with the Bethe-Salpeter equation will be discussed
in Sec. IV.

1. Attempt 1: A flow equation for I'

It is clear from the results of the previous subsection
that the renormalization procedure used so far needs to
be expanded: The appearance of I in Egs. (3.7) — (3.8)
indicates that the Cooper channel couples to the particle-
hole channel at one-loop order. One can now proceed
based on the following. _

Assumption 1. One can consider I' an effective renor-
malized coupling constant which should be treated on
equal footing with g, h,k,, and k;. No other renormal-
ization of Cooper channel quantities is necessary.

This is the assumption made implicitly in Refs. 2 and
3. It may be motivated by the fact that to zeroth or-
der in the disorder there is a logarithmic singularity in,
e.g., Eq. (2.6b) that can be viewed as a scale dependent
renormalization of K.. It implies that Eq. (3.2) should
be completed to read

0,3F§ZN) (p’ Qn; 9, h7 k37 kt, f, My A)

= Z'N/2 0,3F(N)(p$9n; G1 H, Ka’ Kt; A)' (3'2’)

Equation (3.2) acknowledges the fact that the renormal-

ization procedure has generated an additional operator

whose scaling properties have to be determined in order

to complete the description of the renormalized theory.
One can define a renormalization constant Z. by

+O = ZF. (3.9)

To zeroth order in the disorder Egs. (3.6) and (3.9) give

Z.=(1-Tz)™, (3.10a)
b -,
o =-T (3.10b)

A few remarks are in order in the context of Eq. (3.10b):
(1) It has the standard form of a RG flow equation for a
marginal operator. (2) In this approach the RG is used
to obtain the BCS logarithm. It correctly reproduces the
result for I" to lowest order in the disorder, viz.

(3.11)

which is easily obtained from Eqs. (2.14a) and (3.6). (3)
A crucial question is what the structure of the higher loop
corrections to Eq. (3.10b) will be. If, as has been asserted
in Refs. 2 and 3, I flows to a nonzero fixed point value,
I' - I'*, then Eq. (3.10a) seems to imply that Z. has a
Cooper-type singularity at a finite scale ¢ = Inb = 1/T™*
which does not correspond to any physical phase tran-
sition. This conclusion is not necessarily correct, since
terms of higher order in the disorder could change the
behavior of Z.. Nevertheless, we will see that the struc-
ture of Eq. (3.10a) represents a serious problem and leads
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to an internal inconsistency.2®> We will discuss this point
in connection with Eq. (3.15) below.

Within this approach the one-loop RG flow equation
can be obtained by using Egs. (2.9) and (2.13a) in Eq.
(2.14a), and iterating to first order in the disorder. From
Egs. (3.1) and (3.9) one can then obtain a flow equation
for T'. The resulting equation is quite complicated, and
we will illustrate only a few points. First, let us make
contact with Refs. 2 and 3 by retaining only the first
two terms in Eq. (2.9¢), neglecting the corrections to H,
putting p = 0, and working in D = 2. In this approxi-
mation, v in Eq. (2.14a) is given to leading logarithmic
accuracy by,

'
(@, 2 w) = 7O —a 1n<fiih“’—i9), (3.12a)
0

with,

o= { g9+
' (g/16)

for the generic and spin-orbit universality classes, re-
spectively. Here we consider the short-range model for
simplicity. Using Eq. (3.12a) in the procedure discussed
above, we obtain the following one-loop flow equation for
r,

for class G

for class SO , (3.12b)

dr - -
i —Fz[l —aic]—4a;T'In2 + 2a; + O(g?,z%e %),
(3.13a)
with
oo 2
c= dz (2 E32) ™ (3.13b)
y z+1/2 \z+1/2) 12

Two things should be noted: (1) the coefficients in Eq.
(3.13a) are universal and, consequently, this equation has
the form of a standard RG flow equation; (2) at the MIT
in, e.g., the SO universality class, a;, which is of O(g),
is a constant of order g* = O(e). If Eq. (3.13a) is valid,
then this implies that I goes to a fixed point value at the
MIT which is of order €!/2. In a strict € expansion the
terms of O(gI') and higher on the rhs of Eq. (3.13a) can
be neglected, and to leading order the equation takes the
form

-(%E = _fZ + 2(11.

3.13a’
- (3.13a')

This result is identical to those in Refs. 2 and 3, ex-
cept for the prefactor of the a;, which is four in these
references. This difference is due to the fact that for a
Coulomb interaction, which was considered in these ref-
erences, an additional term appears in Eq. (2.9¢). This
leads to a more complicated kernel than the one in Eq.
(3.12a), and to an additional factor of 2 in Eq. (3.13a’).
Since this difference is not relevant for our purposes we
restrict ourselves to the simpler kernel for the short-range
case, Eq. (3.12a).
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Above we argued that the functional form of the renor-
malization constant Z., Eq. (3.10a), potentially leads to
problems. We, therefore, check the approach for internal
inconsistencies. To illustrate that a problem does indeed
exist, we add to Eq. (3.12a), via Eq. (2.13a), the Cooper
propagator contribution to Hy,pn, and Hp,p,, i.e., the in-
tegral over If in Eq. (2.9b). The result is a kernel in Eq.
(2.14a) which is given by

!
'y(w’ Q,wl): 7((:0) —a; 1H(M>

Qo
1
+a27 (1a[1 = 57" In(w/S0)]

+In[1 - %’yﬁo) ln(w'/Qo)]), (3.14a)

with

as = g/16. (3.14b)

The last two terms in Eq. (3.14a) occur because of the
dependence of v on the Cooper propagator. In the last
term in Eq. (3.14a) we have neglected a dependence on
Q which is irrelevant for our purposes. Using Eq. (3.14a)
in the RG procedure yields the flow equation,

% = —f‘z[l —aic— 2az] — 4a;"'In2 + 2a,

~ b2 A [
—0121-‘2/.5 —(;—;1_72—)2' ].Il[l - gln(2z)] + O(gz)
(3.15)

The crucial point is that as £ = Inb — oo the last term
in Eq. (3.15) does not exist because of a singularity at
b ~ exp(1/T) ~ exp(1/€'/?). Notice that this break-
down of the RG flow equation for the Cooper propaga-
tor is nonperturbative in nature. Previous derivations
of Eq. (3.13a’),%® were based on perturbative expansions
in both g and I" and cannot be used to discuss the sin-
gularity in Eq. (3.15). Furthermore, if one expands the
last term in Eq. (3.15) in powers of I’ then a non-Borel
summable divergent series is obtained. The structure of
this singularity resembles what is known as the renor-
malon problem in quantum field theory.!® We also note
that this singularity is obviously related to the one dis-
cussed in point (3) below Eq. (3.10b).

2. Attempt 2: Renormalizing the Cooper
vertex function

A quite different attempt to renormalize the Cooper
channel has been made in Ref. 7. It is based on the
following.

Assumption 2a. The Cooper channel is renormaliz-
able with the same wave function renormalization as the
particle-hole channel and an additional renormalization
constant for the Cooper interaction constant K..

This means that Eqgs. (3.1) are supplemented by
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(3.1¢)

1,29 = z'? 1,29R, (3-1‘1’)

and that the renormalization statement for all N-point
vertex functions is generalized from Eq. (3.2) to

F(RN)(p’ Qn;ga h, ke, kt, kc;/l., A)

= ZV2 1™ (p,0; G, H, Ko, K1, Ke;A). (3.2")
The new renormalization constant Z. we determine from
a normalization condition for the two-point Cooper ver-
tex function,

|
1lop(@yaa, - 0(p(2)yaB,a8 - ] -
g [I(FR )z?n‘;;1nz (p - 0) - 1(FR )gl"gr"l’u (p - 0)|°‘¢ﬁ Wny twn,=—pP /gh, wn) —wn, =0 = —2nTke . (3.16)
[
From this we obtain, ing to Assumption 2a, " does not acquire a renormal-
) ization constant of its own, but rather is interpreted as
7. . =71~ [Kt - K e —uD the Cooper propagator, whose scaling behavior follows
ot ka,t[ minaman R from that of the Cooper vertex function. Reference 7 did
+0(g?), (3.17)  mnot solve the inversion problem given by the full Bethe-
Salpeter equation, but notice that, with an irrelevant T',
and minimal subtraction yields Eqgs. (3.19) yield a finite fixed point (FP) value for 7,
9 which in turn yields a logarithmically vanishing I'" from
Z., =1+ :19— [_— + 3l + f‘] + 41(1 + 37:) /e Eq. (2.14a). This together with the zero-loop result for
g xeL € € I, i.e., Eq. (3.11), leads to the following.
+E—2r/ Yes (3.18) Assumption 2b. Near the MIT, I' is adequately repre-
sented by
where v, = k./h. We then obtain flow equations for ~., _
P . T(w) = +7 —. (3.20)
d7°=%(37t+1)+Qg‘i{——+61,+1—3%+r e
o - € With these assumptions, . approaches a finite FP
+§ _Il} + 0(g?), (3.19a) value, and T is a logarithmically irrelevant operator. This
€ Ye is in sharp contrast to Eq. (3.13a’), which predicts a finite

dye _ 9, 9§ 4 = §_1“_} 2
=373 { cH1+T+ o +0(¢g%) (3.19b)
for the universality classes G and SO, respectively. Notice
the terms ~ 1/€ in Egs. (3.19), which are characteristic
for the case Coulomb interactions [for a short-range in-
teraction, the equivalent terms are ~ In(1 + v,)]. The
presence of these terms in the RG flow equation for ~,
reflects the well-known (In)? singularity that exists in the
disorder expansion of the single-particle density of states
(DOS) in D = 2.5 The appearance of this type of term
in the Cooper channel has been discussed before in the
context of superconductivity (7. < 0) by Fukuyama and
co-workers.?® It has sometimes been claimed that these
DOS effects are absent in all flow equations for the inter-
action constants.2” We stress that this statement depends
on exactly what quantity is considered. We find that it
is true for 7y, and <;, but not for the Cooperon ampli-
tude 7.. It is also important to note that the presence
of these 1/¢ terms in the flow equations per se does not
create any problems. They do appear, e.g., in the renor-
malization of the single-particle DOS, for which a careful
application of the above method?® leads to results that
are consistent both internally and with those obtained by
other methods.? .
One still needs to determine the scaling behavior of T',
since it enters the flow equations, Egs. (3.19). Accord-

FP value of T.

3. Discussion and mutual inconsistency of the
attempts

The two assumptions made in Refs. 2, 3, and 7, re-
spectively, which we have spelled out in the last two sub-
sections, taken together with the Bethe-Salpeter equa-
tion, Eq. (2.14a), are mutually inconsistent. This can
be seen as follows. Assumption 1 leads to a finite FP
value of I'. The structure of Eq. (2.14a) is such that the
only way this can happen is if v diverges in the critical,
or zero-frequency, limit. However, I' = const. inserted
into Egs. (3.19) leads to a finite FP value of . or 7.
Hence Assumptions 1 and 2 are contradictory, and this
explains why, as we have seen, the two approaches lead
to qualitatively different results. Apart from the renor-
malon problem, which we have discussed in connection
with Eq. (3.15), both approaches, taken by themselves,
appear reasonable and logically consistent. In order to
see that neither one of them really is, we need to con-
sider what has not been achieved by either renormaliza-
tion procedure. _

Attempt 1 considers I' the only relevant quantity in
the Cooper channel. At this point it is important to re-
member that I really is a part of the Cooper propagator,
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even though Attempt 1 treated it as an effective coupling
constant. Equation (3.9) can, therefore, be interpreted
as postulating a wave function renormalization for the
Cooper channel, viz., Z., which is different from the one
for the particle-hole channel. This raises a number of
questions. For instance, it suggests that the propaga-
tor D,(p), which is common to both the particle-hole
and the Cooper channels [cf. the first two terms on the
rhs of Eqs. (2.6)], is renormalized differently in the two
channels. It is unclear how to interpret this. More im-
portantly, however, this approach never considers how to
renormalize the Cooper vertex function. It is clear that
the Egs. (3.9) and (3.10a) do not lead to a finite Cooper
vertex function. One concludes that the theory is not
properly renormalized by this approach. The problem
is essentially that a finite propagator does not automat-
ically imply a finite vertex function, as it does in sim-
pler theories, because of the nontrivial inversion problem
posed by the Bethe-Salpeter equation. We stress that one
cannot dismiss the Cooper vertex function as unphysical,
since with a suitable (albeit not realizable) external field
it determines the free energy.

Attempt 2 suffers from the opposite problem. It renor-
malizes the Cooper vertex function and succeeds in mak-
ing it finite, but it never considers the renormalization of
the corresponding propagator. Indeed, in this approach
it is the Cooper propagator that is not finite. We further
note that if one tries to renormalize the Cooper propaga-
tor using Assumption 2a, then one runs into the renor-
malon problem again.

We conclude at this point that neither attempt is tech-
nically satisfactory, and that they both suffer from essen-
tially the same shortcoming, which is not at all obvious
from the previous publications. We further show in the
Appendix that the problems we encounter are not due to
the particular renormalization method used, and that the
same conclusions are reached if one works with a Wilson-
type momentum-shell RG. Since it is at present unclear
how to overcome these technical problems concerning the
renormalization of the Cooper channel, we next turn to a
general discussion of the inversion problem. Our goal is
to formulate the restrictions that are put on any renor-
malization attempt by the Bethe-Salpeter equation.

IV. A DISCUSSION OF THE BETHE-SALPETER
EQUATION

The preceding section has shown that the results of the
two attempts to obtain the scaling behavior of I' from a
renormalization of the Cooper channel are not reliable,
since neither one succeeds in producing a consistently
renormalized theory. We now turn directly to the Bethe-
Salpeter equation in order to determine the restrictions
put on the scaling of «. and I" by the inversion problem.
J
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In the first part of this section we discuss some general
features of the Bethe-Salpeter equation, Eq. (2.14a). We
conclude that the results of either one of the attempts dis-
cussed in Sec. III B are consistent with the Bethe-Salpeter
equation, although the technical details were not. We
will also see that the Bethe-Salpeter equation allows for
a third scaling scenario which, however, seems unlikely
given the structure of the perturbation theory. We then
argue that both of the first two scaling scenarios, despite
their rather different asymptotic scaling behaviors, lead
to logarithmic corrections to scaling. The consequences
of this are discussed in Sec. IV B.

A. Solutions of the Bethe-Salpeter equation

As was pointed out in the preceding subsection, to
complete the RG description started in Sec. IIIA the
scaling properties of the Cooper propagator given by Egs.
(2.13), (2.14a), and (3.6) need to be determined. In Sec.
III B we showed why previous attempts to do so are not
satisfactory. Here we pursue a different approach. We
acknowledge that the Bethe-Salpeter equation puts con-
straints on any renormalization procedure, since it cou-
ples the scaling behavior of 7. and T'.

In principle one should solve the Bethe-Salpeter equa-
tion numerically together with the RG flow equations.
However, at present this is precluded by the unsolved
problems concerning the renormalization of the Cooper
channel which were discussed in Sec. III. Since the kernel
of the Bethe-Salpeter equation is determined by the scal-
ing behavior of ~,, this program must await the construc-
tion of a finite renormalized theory including the Cooper
channel. We, therefore, set ourselves a more modest goal,
viz., to determine what kind of scaling behaviors are con-
sistent with the constraints imposed by Eqgs. (2.13) and
(2.14a). We will find that the Bethe-Salpeter equation
allows for three different scaling scenarios, two of which
lead to logarithmic corrections to scaling.

To simplify our considerations we work at zero momen-
tum. We further specialize to a model with a separable
kernel. The main points can be illustrated using a kernel
that is a sum of two separable parts,

’Y(ws Q»w”) = fl(va) fl(w”$Q) + f2(wv Q) f'l(w”a Q)
(4.1a)

Note that Eq. (4.1a) satisfies the symmetry requirement,

Y(w, R, w") = y(w", N, w). (4.1b)
Equation (4.1b) is a consequence of the symmetry prop-
erty K& o, nany = Kfignanin,- Inserting Eq. (4.1a) into

Eq. (2.14a) leads to a separable integral equation that
can be easily solved. We obtain

P(w,2,0") = [(L+ B) 1+ 02) = T3] 7A@ D" Q) (1+ T2) + falw, D fa(w”,0) (1 + 1)

~[A(@ D 2", Q) + fi(w", D) fa(w, V)T },

(4.2a)
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with
Jy 0= o dw' M]_Z (4.2b)
1,2 — o 2(.4.)’ ¥ Q ) .
and
Qo f (w/ Q)f (w/ Q)
. r J1 ) 2 )
J3 = /0 dw 20’ + Q . (42C)

Attempt 1 in Sec. III B suggested that f‘(u) given by
Eq. (3.6) goes to a finite fixed point value at the MIT,
and that the approach to criticality is characterized by a
conventional power law. To see how this type of behavior
can be realized from Egs. (4.1) and (4.2), we specialize
to criticality, and put f» = 0. If f; diverges like, e.g.,

fi(@, Q) ~ (w+ Q)7 (a>0), (4.3)
then the FP value of I is,
- * dr -
[* = 9l—2a3—2a [/0 GriRETE| (4.4a)
and near the FP T satisfies the flow equation,
d—;fﬁf =I'?2a/T* - 2aT, (4.4b)

that is, [ —T'* ~ p4*. Similarly, if f = 0 and f; vanishes
at the MIT [Eq. (4.3) with a < 0], then T’ also vanishes
and satisfies a flow equation with universal coefficients.
The marginal, logarithmic approach to zero occurs if f,
vanishes and f; either approaches a constant, or vanishes
logarithmically at the MIT.

If we assume that these asymptotic results are not tied
to the separable kernel, but are generic properties of the
general Bethe-Salpeter equation, then we have the fol-
lowing scaling scenarios. .

Scenario 1: v diverges at the MIT, and I" has a finite
FP value. The approach to the FP is power-law-like. Sce-
nario 2: vy approaches a finite constant (or vanishes loga-
rithmically), and T vanishes logarithmically. Scenario 3:
Both v and T vanish like a power law.

Scenarios 1 and 2 are realized by the results of At-
tempts 1 and 2 in Sec. III B, respectively. We conclude
that neither one of these results, taken by itself, violates
the constraints that follow from the Bethe-Salpeter equa-
tion. The third scenario, though we cannot exclude it,
appears unlikely, given the structure of perturbation the-
ory: The second term on the rhs of Eq. (2.9¢) tends to
drive K. and hence v towards larger values.

_ In all three of the scaling scenarios presented above
I' satisfies an autonomous differential equation with uni-
versal coefficients. This feature is unlikely to be generic,
since it clearly follows from our ansatz for the kernel of
the Bethe-Salpeter equation, which we assumed above to
consist of only one scaling part. From a more general
point of view, going beyond the asymptotic behavior,
one expects a more complex result. For instance, even

if 4y = 4* at the MIT one expects a correction that van-
ishes either as a power law or as a logarithm. In fact, Egs.
(3.19) predict this kind of behavior. In our model calcu-
lation this happens if f, # 0. With Egs. (4.2) it is easy
to see that I'(x) does not satisfy an autonomous differ-
ential equation if fy # 0. Of course, this just reflects the
obvious fact that in general an integral equation cannot
be reduced to a single differential equation. An impor-
tant conclusion we draw from this is that in general I" will
not be a simple scaling quantity, but rather will consist
of multiple scaling parts. This violates the assumption
made in Attempt 1 in Sec. IIIB1. Furthermore, even
if v diverges at the MIT, then one generically still ex-
pects a finite subleading contribution. Using this in ei-
ther Eq. (4.2a) or in the actual Bethe-Salpeter equation,
Eq. (2.14a), one finds that (1) T'(x) does not satisfy a
single differential equation, and (2) I" approaches a finite
FP value I*, but logarithmically slowly so. We are thus
led to the conclusion that in general Scenario 1 above
should be replaced by a more general scenario as follows.
Scenario 1': v diverges at the FP, and I has a finite FP
value, which is approached logarithmically.

We conclude that for both the case where v diverges
and where it approaches a constant at the MIT one ex-
pects a logarithmically slow approach to the FP value
of I'. The only other possibility is that v vanishes as a
power law at the MIT. For this case I also vanishes as
a power law, which does not seem likely considering the
structure of perturbation theory.

B. Logarithmic corrections to scaling

In the preceding subsection we have argued that in
general one expects I' to approach its fixed point value
logarithmically slowly. This result is consistent with Eqgs.
(3.19) which give v, — «v* at the MIT, which in turn im-
plies that_f‘ vanishes logarithmically slowly at the MIT.
Because I' couples to all physical quantities, cf. Eqgs.
(3.7), we conclude that in all universality classes where
Cooperons are present, logarithmic corrections to scaling
will appear. Note that this conclusion is independent of
the spatial dimensionality and depends only on whether
or not the kernel v has a constant contribution at the
MIT. We also note that this is a zero-temperature, quan-
tum mechanical effect that might be relevant for other
quantum phase transitions.

For a specific example of an observable quantity, let us
consider the electrical conductivity o, which is related to
the disorder by

o = 8Spb~¢/(2m)Prg(b). (4.5)

Note that in giving Eq. (4.5) we have used units such
that e2/h is unity, and we have ignored the possibility
of charge renormalization. For a discussion of the latter
point we refer the reader elsewhere.2® With t the dimen-
sionless distance from the critical point at zero temper-
ature, and 6I' = ' — I'*, the conductivity satisfies the
scaling equation,
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o(t,T) = b= F[b/¥t,b*T, 6T (b)). (4.6)
Here v is the correlation length exponent, z is the dy-
namical scaling exponent, and of the irrelevant variables
in the scaling function F we have kept only the one that
decays most slowly at the MIT, i.e., 6T.

At zero temperature we let b = t~¥, and assume that
F[1,0,z] is an analytic function of x since it is evaluated

far from the MIT. We obtain

ay

In(1/2)

o(t—0,T=0) zaot"’{l—f-

22 a7
magEtep 6
with s = v(D —2). Here 09 is an unknown amplitude and
the a; are unknown expansion coefficients. Depending on
what the subleading behavior of 6I'(b) is, the a; with ¢ >
2 could carry a very weak t dependence (e.g. az ~ Inlnt).

An interesting consequence of the logarithmically
marginal operator I' is that the dynamical scaling ex-
ponent in Eq. (4.6) is ill defined. To see this we use that
z is normally defined by

z=d+ kK, (4.8)

with x the exponent that determines the anomalous di-
mension of h. Equation (3.7b) suggests that in general
the linearized RG flow equation for h will have the form

dln h
dzx

= & + adT, (4.9)

with a a universal constant and £ = & if T vanishes as
a power law. However, if §I" vanishes logarithmically at
the MIT, then

h(b) = b%(In b)*, (4.10)

i.e., h does not scale as b%. This in turn implies that Eq.
(4.6) should be replaced by

o(t,T) = b= F[b*/*t,bPh(b)T, 6T (b)]. (4.11)

At t=0and as T — 0, Egs. (4.10) and (4.11) give

o(t=0,T - 0) = UoTe/z[ln(l/T)]w‘/z
ea? Inln(1/T</*#)
- )
(4.12)

We conclude that for o(t = 0,T) the asymptotic scaling
is in general determined by logarithms.

V. DISCUSSION

In this paper we have discussed two previous attempts
to renormalize the Cooper channel in the disordered elec-
tron problem.?%7 We have shown that both of these ap-
proaches relied heavily on implicit assumptions concern-

ing the renormalizability of the theory, the number of
renormalization constants needed, and which quantities
are simple scaling operators. We have clarified the origin
of the mutually contradictory results obtained in these
papers, and have shown that they result from inconsis-
tent assumptions. We have further come to the conclu-
sion that the Cooper propagator I is in general not a sim-
ple scaling operator, and that none of these approaches
is technically satisfactory.

One of the problems with the approaches of Refs. 2,
3, and 7 was found to be the fact that neither appre-
ciated the seriousness of the inversion problem that is
posed by the nontrivial relation between the propagator
and the vertex function in the Cooper channel. We have
formulated this problem in the form of a Bethe-Salpeter
equation. A general discussion based on a separable ker-
nel model suggested the three scaling scenarios presented
in Sec. IV. The physically most important result of this
discussion is that one expects the Cooper propagator I'
to approach its fixed point value logarithmically slowly.
This conclusion is essentially just a consequence of the
BCS-type logarithm that appears in the Cooper channel
at the Gaussian level. This was the physical content of
Ref. 7. The current analysis leads us to the conjecture
that the logarithmic corrections to scaling do indeed ex-
ist, even though their technical derivation (but not the
physical arguments) in Ref. 7 was questionable. The
point is that the structure of the Bethe-Salpeter equa-
tion ensures that the BCS logarithm is not an artifact of
the Gaussian theory, but survives at higher orders for all
kernels that are physically plausible given the structure
of perturbation theory.

Some consequences of the logarithmic corrections to
scaling for the analysis of existing experiments have been
discussed in Ref. 7. In particular, that paper showed that
Eq. (4.7) gives rise to an apparent or effective conductiv-
ity exponent seg which can be substantially smaller than
the true asymptotic exponent s. It was shown that the
difference between s and s.g can be large enough to ac-
count for the observation s.g ~ 0.5 in Refs. 8 and 29
without violating the rigorous bound s > 2/3.'' Since
this was explained in Ref. 7 in some detail, there is no
need to repeat it here. Also, since no theoretical value for
the asymptotic exponent s in 3 D is known, no quantita-
tive statements can be made. It is, therefore, important
to see if the model can predict any qualitative features
that are sensitive to the presence of the logarithmic cor-
rections to scaling and whether or not such features are
observed.

There are two obvious features predicted by our model
which follow from the qualitative magnetic field depen-
dence of the Cooperon. The first one is a strong mag-
netic field dependence of the effective exponent seg. If
the logarithmic corrections to scaling are caused by the
Cooper propagator, which acquires a mass in a magnetic
field, then any nonzero field must act to destroy the log-
arithms. It thus follows from the model that Si:P, or
any material, in a magnetic field, must show a value of
ses that is larger than 2/3. Any observation of an s.g
smaller than 2/3 in a magnetic field would rule out the
logarithmic corrections to scaling as the source of the
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anomalously small value of seg.

The second feature concerns the temperature depen-
dence of the conductivity. It is well known that those
materials which show an seg < 0 also show a change of
sign of the temperature derivative do/dT of the conduc-
tivity as the transition is approached.®=*® Within the RG
description of the MIT this phenomenon can be explained
by a change of sign of the g2 term in the g-flow equation,
Eq. (3.7a) or (3.8a). Since it is observed in Si:B, for which
Eq. (3.8a) is the relevant flow equation, as well as in Si:P,
the change of sign cannot be associated with the scaling
behavior of the triplet interaction constant, but must be
due to I'. Since a magnetic field suppresses the Cooperon
channel, this feature should therefore disappear in a suf-
ficiently strong magnetic field.

Let us make these predictions somewhat more quan-
titative. The relevant magnetic field scale B, is given
by the magnetic length I = hc/eB being equal to the
correlation length £ ~ kpt™. Let us assume that the
boundary of the critical region is given by t ~ 0.1. With
krp ~ 4 x 10% cm™! for Si:B or Si:P near the MIT and
with v ~ 1 we then obtain B, ~ 1 T. The model thus
predicts that for magnetic fields exceeding about 1 T the
observed effective conductivity exponent should be larger
than 2/3 and the charige of sign of do /dT observed in zero
field should disappear.

Both of these features seem to have been observed in
the recent experiments by Sarachik and co-workers.%30
The Cooperon-induced logarithmic corrections to scaling
thus provide a consistent explanation for several observed
features of doped silicon which otherwise would be mys-
terious.
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APPENDIX: THE WILSONIAN
RENORMALIZATION GROUP APPROACH

The basic philosophy behind the field theoretic renor-
malization approach employed in Sec. III is to eliminate
all singular ultraviolet cutoff dependences, i.e., singulari-
ties of the theory as (A,{2¢) — oo, by introducing renor-
malization constants Z; (i = 1,2,...). RG flow equations
are then obtained by examining how the Z; depend on
the cutoff.!® This approach is believed to be equivalent
to the Wilsonian RG, which examines how the theory
changes when the ultraviolet cutoff is changed from, e.g.,
A to A/b with b a RG rescaling factor.3! However, only a
limited amount of work has been done on the formal re-
lationship between these two formulations of the RG.32
It is, therefore, not entirely obvious that the problems
encountered in Sec. III are not due to our using the field-
theoretic renormalization method (which failed, as we
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have seen, to achieve the desired cutoff independence).
We, therefore, show in this Appendix that the same re-
sults as in Sec. III are obtained, and the same problems
are encountered, if a Wilsonian approach is used.

We first remark that a priort it is not clear whether one
should use a momentum-shell or a momentum-frequency
shell RG procedure. Usually, to describe dynamical criti-
cal phenomena a momentum-shell approach is used.33 In
general one would argue that, since the RG is just a for-
mal technique, either approach, correctly applied, should
give the correct result. With this in mind, Egs. (2.9) -
(2.11) can be immediately used within a Wilsonian RG
approach. Within a bona fide momentum-shell RG we
use the replacement,

/ —-) / ’
P A/b<p<A

which leads to coupling constants that are dependent on
the scale factor b. As a conventional example of using
this technique we write the second term on the rhs of
Eq. (2.9a) for € — 0 as,

(A1)

G_2 D. ~ G_é In A2 + GHQ'H —n2
4 A/b<p<A T 8 Az/bz + GHQﬂl —n2
R~ % Inb. (A2)

Here we have used that the critical limit is at zero fre-
quency, ,, _n, = 0.

We next note that there is a problem with applying
this approach to some of the terms in Egs. (2.9). For
instance, the integral over I. in Eq. (2.9a) leads to a
term proportional to

¢ [ I
A/b P [1 +49 ln(A/p)]

= c‘:ln[1 +~©1n b]. (A3)

Within the spirit of a differential momentum-shell RG
one would expand the rhs of Eq. (A3), replacing it by

éyé"’ Ind. Next one would take a derivative with respect
to Inb to obtain a RG flow equation. An implicit as-
sumption in this procedure is that the RG equations will
automatically generate all of the higher order logarith-
mic terms in Eq. (A3). However, in the present case this
will not occur since the momentum-shell RG can only
produce logarithms that are due to momentum integrals,
while the higher order logarithms in Eq. (A3) are due to a
frequency integral in I, in Eq. (2.9a). Consequently, one
must not expand the rhs of Eq. (A3), but rather consider
the derivative of Eq. (A3) with respect to Inb as the def-
inition of the zeroth order approximation for the Cooper
propagator,

o

r=—-7"m_ .
1+ b

(A4)

Using this reasoning one reproduces the flow equations
given by Egs. (3.7) and (3.8).

Note that by giving the definition, Eq. (A4), of T,
we effectively acknowledge that the RG generates new
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terms in the renormalized action. That is, in order to
renormalize the action, or the vertex functions, one must
enlarge the parameter space. As in the case of the field-
theoretic renormalization method, a RG flow equation
for T' is needed to complete the description. Because
the logarithmic structure in Eq. (A3) arises from a fre-
quency integral, a momentum-frequency RG procedure
is necessary to obtain this flow equation. To illustrate
the procedure we restrict ourselves to zeroth order in the
disorder, and show how to obtain a flow equation for T’
whose zeroth order approximation is given by Eq. (A4).
To proceed we split gn,n, into high- and low-frequency
components,

Tnina= Gnyny ©(Qo — |1 — n2])O(|n1 — na| — Qo/b7)
45 n, @(Q0/b° — |01 — na)), (A5)

with 2 the dynamical scaling exponent, z = 2 + O(e).
Examining the Gaussian action given by Egs. (2.5) we
see that the last term in Eq. (2.5¢c) couples ¢~ and ¢<.
Therefore, even at zeroth order in the disorder the fre-
quency shell RG will cause a nontrivial renormalization
of the action. This is not true if one considers only the
particle-hole channel, where ¢~ and ¢< do not couple at
that order. The renormalization can be carried out in the
usual way by integrating out the ¢~ degrees of freedom.
Here we follow a slightly different, but equivalent, route.
At zero momentum, and for m = —n; — ny > 0, the
last term in the Cooper propagator given by Eq. (2.6b)
is proportional to

WO
r= < : (A6)

- (0) Q dw
L+ye [ e

Now, after the renormalization ¢ in Eq. (A6) is replaced

(0)

by Qo/b*. To compensate for this, yc ' must be replaced
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by a scale dependent function 4. given by

Q Q
0 1 0
é:_lé__#/ ___dw zw+ dw/2w
Ye 4O Qo/bs 2w+ Qi 48 Qo /b
1
R N (A7)
(0) " 2
Ye
Using z = 2 + € one obtains
(0)
- = Ye
e =T = ——i—, (A8)
1++° nb
or the RG flow equation
dr’ .
= -I“. A
dlnb r (49)

Note that it is not quite clear in this approach whether
the Cooper interaction amplitude ~. or the Cooper prop-
agator I is the renormalized quantity. However, because
Qp/b* — 0 as b — oo these quantities become identical
in the critical limit.

The most important conclusion that we draw from
these considerations is that a Wilson-type RG approach
leads to the same flow equations as the field-theoretic
renormalization procedure. It therefore follows that the
inconsistency found within the field-theoretic approach is
common to both procedures. To put it another way, the
inversion problem posed in terms of the Bethe-Salpeter
equation must be solved, irrespective of which variant of
the RG one is using. If one worked strictly within the RG
framework, we would expect that calculations to higher
order in the disorder will show that additional nontrivial
terms in the renormalized action are generated by the
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