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tion on which this calculation is based, namely,
that the lanthanides give up three electrons for
bonding in the metal. The present interpretation
of the absorption spectra provides the most detailed
conf irmation of this.

The lanthanides that remain to be treated and for
which the data are available in Refs. 1 and 2 are
Nd, Sm, and Dy. These are complex cases because
of the size of the matrices needed but the methods
of treatment are the same. The lanthanides show
this detailed structure because the unfilled 4f shell
is collapsed and therefore not subject to large in-
teractions with the environment, and because of
the large electrostatic interaction with the 4d shell.

The same set of circumstances probably exists in
the actinides where the interaction is between the
5d and 5f shells. It would therefore be of interest
to see the absorption experiments carried out for
the actinide period.
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An exploratory calculation of the photoabsorption cross section near the 4d ionization thresh-
old of lanthanum metal is carried out. The level structure of the configuration 4d 4f is found
to be altered by interaction with the continuum configuration 4d &f. The Fano profile of the
resonance above threshold is calculated, as are the oscillator strengths of the discrete states
below threshold. Our results provide the ground work for more detailed calculations.

I. INTRODUCTION

This paper presents exploratory theoretical
calculations of the 4d-shell photoabsorption spec-
trum in lanthanum, primarily to illustrate the
general theory for such spectra presented in Paper

I of this series. The experimental data of Zimkina
et a/. for La exhibit a 44. 5-Mb peak about 13 eV
above threshold, and three weak lines within a few
eV below threshold. These structures have been
interpreted in a preliminary report as being due
to 4d'0-4d'4f dipole transitions. These transitions
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are predicted to account for almost all the strength
in the observed spectrum because, owing to a po-
tential barrier, there is excellent overlap of the
4d and 4f orbits, but very poor overlap between
the 4d and higher f orbits. ~ The energy position
of the three most intense lines in La have been ob-
tained approximately by Sugar in Paper II of this
series by application of the methods of theoretical
spectroscopy to the 4d 4f configuration. His anal-
ysis represents the first step in a complete theo-
retical treatment; we illustrate here the remain-
ing steps according to the prescription of Paper I.
Our emphasis is on the interaction of the levels of
4d'4f with the continuum channels 4d ef. This
interaction shifts the energy positions of the 4d 4f
levels and causes autoionization of the large peak
above threshold. Our major result is the calcula-
tion of the autoionization profile for this large
peak. We also calculate absolute oscillator
strengths for the weaker experimental peaks. We

compare ab initio calculated results with those
calculated using the scaling procedure of Paper II
for the 4d~4f energy levels. These preliminary
calculations give fair agreement with experiment
and indicate how future calculations may produce
more accurate results.

II. ZERO-ORDER STATES

The definition of the zero-order states follows
from the picture, drawn in I, that rare-earth
metals consist of ionic cores embedded in and
screened by the electrons of the conduction band.
For lanthanum, the atomic 5d and 6s electrons
form the conduction band resulting in a trivalent
core with the electronic configuration of xenon.
Dipole transitions of the type d-f from the 'So

ground state of this core lead to J = 1 final states
which, in intermediate coupling, are linear com-
binations of the Russell-Saunders terms 'P&, D„
and 3P~.

We have neglected the d- p transitions. We have
calculated that this process contributes -0. 5 Mb

to the total cross section in the continuum and can
be taken into account separately since the interac-
tion matrix elements between the p and f channels
and between the p channels and the 4d 4f levels
were calculated to be &0. 01 a. u.

The radial parts of the zero-order states are
calculated with sufficient accuracy using the Her-
man-Skillman (HS) atomic central potential for
I.a. ' Indeed, the 4d and 4f electrons are screened
from the metal by the 5s and 5p subshells and move
in a purely atomic field. The Rydberg and continu-
um radial functions, on the other hand, are calcu-
lated accurately using the atomic potential only
inside the core (i. e. , vc2 a. u. ) and at large dis-
tances where the net charge is one. This situation
suits the purposes of this calculation, however,

since all the matrix elements used later accumulate
their value in the region of overlapbetween the con-
tinuum functions and the 4d radial function, i. e. ,
inside the core. The outer electrons do influence
the continuum radial functions in the core region
through a normalization constant. In this paper,
however, we use the atomic normalization to ap-
proximate the normalization representing the
density of states in the solid.

TABLE I. Comparison of excitation energies (in eV)

for the J = 1 states of the 4d94f configuration.

i~ s a i~ ir b 3D I
L i i 3D II 3~ I 3~tl

i

ab initio 130.7 131.4 103.1
Scaled 119.9 115.3 101.5

102.7 97.2 96.9
101.1 97.2 96.9

Primed terms indicate the prediagonalized states P.
bDouble-primed terms indicate the p eigenstates at the

resonance energies.

III. PREDIAGONALIZED STATES

The first step in the prescription of Paper I is
to diagonalize the submatrix (4d 4fn"

~

H 4d 4fo.'),
where n indicates one of the terms 'P&, 'D&, and

P&. The electrostatic and spin-orbit interactions
of these terms are obtained from standard refer-
ences. ' We obtained the parameters f«and f4&

from Sugar; the relevant Slater integrals were
calculated using HS wave functions. It is standard
procedure in spectroscopy to consider only those
interaction matrix elements which affect the rela-
tive separation of these terms. Absolute energies
are obtained later (after the calculation in Sec. IV)
by setting the lowest energy term exactly equal to
the lowest experimentally observed peak; this peak
has been verified to correspond to P in Paper II.
We normalized to this lowest peak rather than to
the peak above threshold because (as shown in Fig.
2) there is a difference of an eV or more between
the resonance energy and the position of the maxi-
mum for the peak above threshold.

The above ab initio diagonalization leads to term
splittings which are much larger than experiment.
In Paper II this problem was handled by multiplying
the relevant calculated Slater integrals by a scaling
factor of --', . We have therefore also diagonalized
the 4d 4f interaction matrix using a scaling factor
of —,'. Table I lists the energies obtainedfromboth our
ab initio and scaled calculations. The eigenvectors
of this diagonalization are denoted by P', D',
and 3P', and correspond to the states

~

4d 4fp) of
Paper I. The main feature of the calculated en-
ergies is the large separation of the P' level
from the other two levels. This is caused by the
term 2G (4d, 4f) in the electrostatic energy of the
initial P level. Here G (4d, 4f) is the Slater inte-
gral for electron interaction with exchange of one



unit of angular momentum. When calculated with
HS wave functions 6'(4d, 4f) equals 16.3 eV. (Note
that any difference between this part of our calcu-
lation and the results of Paper II stems from our
use of HS wave functions rather than Hartree-Pock
wave functions. )

The second step in the prescription of Paper I
is to diagonalize the submatrix (4d'x', «'f, p'I Hl
x 4d'X, «f, p), where X designates the values D»&
and D5&3 and p designates the values P&, Dj,
P . We ignore the splitting of the 4d subshell

since it amounts to only -2 eV and is not resolved
by experiment. Thus we deal with only a single
core level, taken to have binding energy 103.8
eV.

We must now diagonalize the electron-core in-
teraction. The matrix elements of V'„', are ap-
proximated by

(4d'«'f P~ V;,', i4d «f P)= —, ft'(4d, «'f; «f, 4d),

(4d «'f D
i V,", i4d «f D)

=(4d'«'f'P
~
V,",. ~

4d'«f'P)

= -~A (4d «'f «f 4d) (2)

where
&

and —
~ are the appropriate angular fac-

tors for the 8 Slater integral. This approximation
is justified by the fact that the major interaction is
the one between the continuum f electron and the
vacancy in the 4d shell. Furthermore, a similar
calculation for 4d photoabsorption in xenon, in
which all matrix elements of V,"„were calculated
for 'P~, showed that the contribution of Eq. (1)
amounts to = 63/p of the total interaction strength
over the energy range from threshold to 1 a. u.
above.

As calculated with HS wave functions the integral
A (4d, « f; «f, 4d) is small, being & 0. 066 every-
where. Thus, it is not surprising that the calcu-
lated reaction matrices K($) for the terms P, D,
and I' were found to be approximately equal to the
matrix elements of V,'c, . Since V,"„&0. 1 every-
where, the eigenfunctions of the continuum channel
submatrix hardly differ from the HS slater deter-
minants, For convenience we use the latter for
our prediagonalized continuum states.

are shown in Fig. 1. The resonance energies are
obtained graphically by superimposing the curves
y=E, (E) and y=E. The resonance condition E,(E)
= E for the yth level [Eq. (23) of lj is satisfied at
the intersection of these two curves.

The energies E, satisfying the resonance condi-
tion are compared with the energies E~ in Table I.
Notice that the energy shifts E(3D ) E(3D ) and
E (3p» ~ )

—E(3pi ), are —0. 4 eV and —0. 3 eV, respec-
tively. It will be generally true that levels vrhich
occur below threshold will experience a negative
shift, decreasing in magnitude with increasing
distance from the threshold. This can be seen by
inspecting the expression for the first-order shift,
i. e. , DE= E~~(E), which is negative below thresh-
old.

I evels above threshold may be raised or lowered
by this interaction. In this calculation, E(j.p"

&

-E(&z,
&

is + 0. V eV for the ab jgjtjo case and —4. 5

eV for the scaled case.
The transformation matrix which diagonalizes

E86M. + EB~.(E) was found to be very nearly diagonal
in both calculations, i. e. , the diagonal elements
were & 0. 9999. This suggests that it may be pos-
sible to determine the energy shift E,(E) —Ez by
a first-order perturbation treatment, i. e. , E,(E)

(E)

V. OSCILLATOR STRENGTH MSTRIBUTION

In calculating the oscillator strength above the
4d threshoM we consider only the I' continuum

I I
— —y=

I.O

.9

-.05

-.04

The second-order interaction among the dis-
crete P states due to intermediate continuum states
is represented by the matrix F~~.(E) defined in
Eq. (20) of Paper L The 3x 3 matrix E~~.(E) was
constructed according to step (iii) of Paper 1 at
21 energies E (relative to threshold) within the
range —0. 5 a.u. &E &2. 5 a. u. The integration
over intermediate states was truncated at 8 a. u.
The eigenvalues E~(E) of the matrix E86~&. +F~8.(E)

—.26

.5 l0
E (a, U. )

t.5

FIG. 1. Energies E„(E)for the gb igjtjo case. The
intersection of the two curves y =E~(E) and y=E repre-
sents the position of a resonance energy. The E~(E) for
the scaled case have the same minimum position and sim-
ilar shape.
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for this alteration when using the scaling pro-
cedure.

(ii) The scale factors resulting from a spectro-
scopic treatment serve as approximate input to a
calculation based on Paper I since the 4d 4f en-
ergies are shifted by the discrete-continuum inter-
action. Furthermore, calculated peaks do not lie
at the resonance energies in the autoionization
region. Therefore, the spectrum can be fit in
this way only by an iterative procedure.

(iii) As is evident from points (i) and (ii), a
theoretical justification for the scaling factor is
a major task for future theoretical work, especial-
ly since the theory presented in Paper I produces
quantitative agreement with experiment only when
the scaling procedure is employed.

(iv) It seems that the continuum electron-ionic
core interaction for rare earths is not significant.
lf necessary, it can be treated by using the first-
order approximation for the reaction matrix of

Paper I, i. e. , K(8) = V,"„. Note that the corre-
sponding intrachannel interaction in xenon has a
major influence on the 4d-shell photoabsorption
spectrum, but is suddenly reduced in the lantha-
nides.

(v) The effect of correlations in the ground state
of the rare earths is unknown. Since some of these
correlations include the Slater integral G'(4d, 4f)
= 16. 3 eV we anticipate that they will prove impor-
tant for more detailed calculations of photoabsorp-
tion.

(vi) Our calculation indicates that the energy
shifts between the P and y states are given quite
accurately by E,(E) E~=F-z~(E). This may prove
an important simplification for calculations of
other rare-earth spectra.
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