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The electron optical-phonon coupling is studied in GaAs/Al,Ga;_,As quantum wells as due to
the interface modes, the confined slab modes in the well, and the half-space modes in the barriers.
The polaron binding energy and effective mass are calculated and the relative importance of the
different phonon modes is investigated as a function of the width of the quantum well. The full-
energy spectrum, i.e., the discrete energy levels in the well and the continuum energy spectrum
above the barrier, are included as intermediate states. The polaron binding energy and effective
mass go continuously from the three-dimensional (3D) Al.Ga;_,As to the 3D GaAs results when

the well width varies from zero to infinity.

I. INTRODUCTION

In a quasi-two-dimensional (Q2D) semiconductor sys-
tem, such as heterojunctions, quantum wells, and super-
lattices, the phonon modes become much more complex
than those in a three-dimensional (3D) system due to
the presence of the interfaces. In most of the works
about the problem of electron optical-phonon interaction
in Q2D semiconductor systems, one assumed that the
phonon modes were not influenced by the presence of the
interfaces and the usual Frohlich Hamiltonian based on
the bulk phonons was employed. Recently, the optical-
phonon modes in a Q2D semiconductor structure system
have been studied and the electron-phonon interaction
Hamiltonian was derived.!™® In the absence of external
fields, several theoretical results have been obtained on
polarons in Q2D systems where interface and slab phonon
modes are included.71° In Ref. 9, the present authors
calculated the polaron energy and effective mass in a sin-
gle quantum well. We found that, to obtain the correct
results for narrow or wide quantum well structures, it
is important to include the full energy spectrum as in-
termediate states in a second-order perturbation calcu-
lation of the polaron energy and effective mass. For an
infinite-barrier quantum well model, it is possible to in-
clude all the intermediate states in the calculation. For
a finite-barrier well model, however, the calculation be-
comes much more complicated and the so called lead-
ing term approximation was made in previous works.
Within this approximation, the first important interme-
diate state is only taken into account and, as a conse-
quence, it is impossible to obtain the correct results in
the limit of well width.

In the presence of a magnetic field, we have studied the
effect of interface and confined slab modes on the polaron
Landau levels and the magneto-optical absorption spec-
trum in a GaAs/AlAs quantum well.!! Our theoretical
result demonstrated that in narrow GaAs/AlAs quan-
tum wells a substantial coupling of the electrons with
the interface phonon modes shows up near the LO- and
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TO-phonon modes of GaAs and AlAs at high magnetic
fields.

In this paper, we will study the electron-phonon cou-
pling in quantum wells due to the interface and the con-
fined slab modes in the well, as well as the half-space
modes in the barriers. The polaron binding energy and
effective mass will be calculated and the relative impor-
tance of the different phonon modes will be investigated
as a function of the width of the quantum well. This is
the first calculation in which the full energy spectrum,
i.e., the discrete energy levels in the well and the con-
tinuum energy spectrum above the barrier, are included
as intermediate states and all the possible phonon modes
which couple to the electrons are incorporated. Numer-
ical results will be presented for a GaAs/Al,Ga;_,As
quantum well.

In Sec. II, we will give the Hamiltonian of the system
and the bare electron states will be discussed in detail.
Then, in Sec. IT1, the polaron binding energy and effective
mass due to the different phonon modes will be calculated
by including the full energy spectrum as intermediate
states. Owur results are summarized in Sec. IV, which
also contains our conclusions.

II. THE HAMILTONIAN
AND THE BARE ELECTRON STATES

The system under consideration is described by the
Hamiltonian

2
H=2_41v()

2mb
+Y ) hwj(ay)lef(apa;(ay) + 31+ Hep, (1)
ioq
where p (r) is the momentum (position) operator of

the electron, a;r.(q”) [e;(q))] the creation (annihilation)
operator of an optical phonon with wave vector q; and
energy fw;(q)) in the jth mode, and m; the electron
band mass which is given by
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lz| < W/2

_ mp1,
o = { 12| > W2, 2)

Mp2,

where myp; = 0.067m¢ and mpz = (0.067 + 0.083z)mg
are the electron band mass of GaAs and Al,Ga;_,As,
respectively, mg is the electron mass in vacuum, and W
is the width of the quantum well. V (z) is the confinement
potential in the z direction,

vo- {8

where V; = 0.6 x (1.155z + 0.37z2) eV for the I point in
a GaAs/Al,Ga;j_,As quantum well. We denote GaAs as
material 1 and Al,Gaj_,As as material 2. The material
parameters'? are given in Table I of Ref. 9. Notice that in
Al,Ga;_,As there exist two pairs of LO- and TO-phonon
modes (for z # 0 and z # 1); one is GaAs-like and the
other is AlAs-like. In the present calculation we will make
the effective LO- and TO-phonon mode approximation'?2
which we expect to be valid in the nonresonant polaron
region.

In a semiconductor heterostructure the phonon modes
are modified because of the presence of the interfaces.
For a single GaAs/Al,Ga;_,As quantum well structure,
there are four types of optical-phonon modes which cou-
ple to the electrons: (1) the symmetric-interface-optical-
phonon modes with frequency ws+(q)) (j = S%), (2)
the antisymmetric-interface-optical-phonon modes with
frequency ws+(g)) (j = A=%), (3) the confined slab LO-
phonon modes in the well with frequency wg, (j = I,
1=1,2,3,...), and (4) the half-space LO-phonon modes in
the barrier layers with frequency wra (j = g¢.)-

The confined slab LO-phonon modes are dispersionless
with frequency wyr, but their momentum in the z direc-
tion is quantized with ¢, = In/W, 1 = 1,2,3,...,lmax,
where lhax = int(W/ao) and ag = 5.65 A is the lattice
constant of GaAs.

The electron-phonon interaction Hamiltonian can be
written in the form?!:2°

Hep =YY el (qy, 2)laj(qy) + af(—a))]»  (4)

i q

z| < W/2
u > W;/z, ®)

where I';(qy, z) is the coupling function which describes
the coupling strength of a single electron at the position
z with the jth optical-phonon mode with the dispersion
relation w;(g)). The expression of the coupling function
was given by Egs. (13)—(17) in Ref. 9.

The state of a bare electron in such a system is deter-
mined by the Hamiltonian H, = p?/2m; + V(z). The
eigenenergy of the bare electron is

E° = E” + E,, (5)
and the corresponding wave function can be written as

Y(z,y,2) = ¢(z,y)¥(2), (6)

where ¢(z,y) is the wave function in the zy plane and
1 (z) the one in the z direction as determined by V (z). In
the following we will discuss the electron energy and wave
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function which are important to calculate the polaron en-
ergy and effective mass due to the electron-phonon inter-
action in detail.

A. Discrete energy levels in the well

An electron in a quantum well has discrete levels F, =
EZ < Vp, which are determined by the transcendental
equation

2 Ez _ z 1/2
tan W V2mnBR\ _ (mn (Vo — E7) (7)
2 h mp2EZ

for n = 1,3,5,... . These levels correspond to the sym-

metric wave function

Un(2) = B,, cos(k,z), |z) < W/2
"V T By cos(kp, W/2)e R z1=W/2) 12| > W2,

(8)
where k, = \/2mu EZ /A, k), = +/2mp2(Vo — EZ) /B, and

the normalization constant

ok 1/2
B, = . - .
(knW + sin(k, W) + 2k, cosz(knW/Z)/k'n)

(9)

The equation

mp B2 ma (Vo — EZ)\ /2
t(g_\/‘zjﬂ (s EDY

mszfL

determines the energy levels n = 2,4,6,..., and the cor-
responding wave functions are antisymmetric,

¥n(2)

[ Apsin(knpz), lz| < W/2
~ | sen(z)An sin(k, W/2)e ka(21=W/2) 2| > W2,
(11)

with the normalization constant
2% 1/2
A, = - .
(knW — sin(k, W) + 2k, sinz(knW/z)/k;)

(12)

B. Continuum energy spectrum above the barrier V,

We consider the case that the total sample length L,
is much larger than the well width W; in fact, we will
assume that L, — oo. In such a situation the eigenenergy
has a continuum spectrum above the barrier V5. We find
that there exist two types of states, i.e., the symmetric
one with wave function
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_ B’ cos(kw z), |z| < W/2 (13)
¥s(2) = 7=\ cos(kw W/2) coslks (|2 — W/2)] — €~ sin(kwW/2) sinks (2] — W/2)], |2| > W/2
and the antisymmetric one with wave function
pate) = A Leinthw), N/ I
A9 = VI, | sen(z){sin(kwW/2) coskp(|z| — W/2)] + £ ! cos(kwW/2) sinlkgs(|z| — W/2)]}, |z| > W/2,

where kw = /2mun E, /h, kg = \/2mwp2(E, — Vo)/hk, £ =

my kg /my2kw,
—1/2
y 1] 5 (kwW 2 o (kwW !
B —{2 [cos (——2 + & “sin 5 ,
(15)
and
—1/2
A = {% [sin2 (wkv[;W) + ¢ 2 cos? (—k“;W)]} .
(16)

The energy E| in the zy plane in Eq. (5) can be written
as
K2k

] .
2m” (1 )

where k” is the electron wave vector and m the effective
mass in the zy plane which is given by

Mp1Mp2

_ Meme2 18
P,mp2 + Pymy (18)

my =
where P,
inside (outside) the quantum well.
wave function ¢(z,y) has the form

(Py) is the probability of finding the electron
The corresponding

¢k|| ($7 y) = %eikll‘rll‘ (19)

III. THE POLARON ENERGY
AND EFFECTIVE MASS

In this section, we will calculate the polaron correc-
tion to the ground state energy and its effective mass
within second-order perturbation theory. The energy of
a polaron in the ground state is given by

E=E| +Ef - AE, (20)

where AFE is the energy shift due to electron-phonon in-
teraction. The effective mass is given by

m =m| + Am, (21)

with Am the correction due to the electron-phonon in-
teraction.

Based on second-order perturbation theory the polaron
contribution to the binding energy and the effective mass
is given by

A oo
~ 22
n g

Tom ZZ/ il [ (qy) +

respectively, with the electron-phonon interaction matrix
element

M{ . (ay)= (k — q, n; a|Hep|ky, 150)
= (n|T;(qy, 2)|1), (23)

which has to be calculated for the different phonon modes
and the full set of intermediate states. Notice that the
sum over n in Eq. (22) is an abbreviation for all the
possible electron energy states in the system, which are
the discrete levels in the well and the continuum energy
spectrum above the barrier. For the continuum energy
spectrum the sum over n transforms into an integration.

y qy| M, (a) [
ﬁwj(q”) + FE, — Ef + ﬁzqﬁ/Zm”
(22a)
and
|
q“len(q“N (22b)

Ef + fizq”/2mu]3 ’

A. Confined slab phonon modes
1. The contribution from the discrete energy levels

The contribution of the electron—slab-phonon interac-
tion to the polaron energy and effective mass from the
discrete levels EZ in the well is given by

AEJSS = 201 hwry (m) /me) koW

Tmax Imax

x> > Gl

n=1 [=1

*Fi(E}) (24)

and
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Pmax bmex
(25)

n=1 I=1

respectively, where k1,0 = (2mb1wL1/7i)1/2, Nmax = int(W/2my1 Vo /fir) 4+ 1 is the number of the discrete levels in the

quantum well,

InW cos[(ky — kn)W/2] | lxW cos[(k1 + k,)W/2] nl=o
B B e e e IR (26)
1,n B,A [lstin[(kl — ka)W/2] _ InW sin[(k; + kn)W/Z]] n.l = even
L)~k — k)W (1)~ [k + Ra)W]R ] ’
otherwise Gll,n =0;
_ In[n(E)/1?n?]
BB = T, ) - 12r2) il
and
_ 1 In[n(E)/1?7?] 1272 1
PUE) = (o e (T a8/t * 2l * 3) (2)
where
n(E) = 2mW?(hwr, + E — Ef) /1. (29)

2. The contribution from the continuum energy spectrum

The contribution of the electron—slab-phonon interaction to the polaron energy and effective mass from the contin-

uum states E, > Vp is given by

k2 W oo 1 Imax
ABSE = o (hwp)? (L ) Lo dE.—— > |G (kw) P Fi(E: 30
i = () V* () O [ am, S 16 ) PR (E) (30)
and
m3 k: W3 o 1 Imax
AMZR = 200 (wpy) V2 | - | 2O [ 4B, —— S |G (kw) P Pi(E>), 31
Tab 1(Awrs) (mﬁl — TE ;l (kw)*Pi(E.) (31)
respectively, where
BB InW cos[(ky — kw)W/2] | IaW cos[(k1 + kw)W/2] I = odd
G'(kw) = (Im)* = [(ky — kw)W]*  (im)® — [(k1 + kw)W]* |7 (32)
|l W sin[(ky — kw)W/2] oW sin[(k1 + kw)W/2]
B A > 5 — 5 5|, l=even,
(Im)* — [(kr — kw)W] (im)* — [(k1 + kw) W]

and Fi(E) and P;(E) are given by Egs. (27) and (28).
Then, the polaron binding energy and effective mass
correction due to the electron—slab-phonon coupling are
given by

A-Evslab = AES}E{; + AESCIC:I?:3 (33)
and
A7'77'slal:t = Amgf:f, + Am:ﬁﬂ:, (34)

which are depicted in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively, as a

f

function of the well width for a GaAs/Alp 3Gag.7As quan-
tum well. Both AE3is¢ and AESY are zero at W = 0
as one expects. With increasing well width, AE3is¢ in-
creases monotonously while AESS is zero up to W = ag
and then starts to increase rapidly in the range W < 50
A before the second discrete level appears in the quan-
tum well, the position of which is indicated by the arrow
labeled by n = 2 in Fig. 1(a). After the third level ap-
pears, AES™ starts to oscillate very weakly. We find
that AES¢ has a discontinuous derivative each time a
new level enters the quantum well, and at the same time
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FIG. 1. The confined slab phonon mode contribution to
the polaron binding energy from (a) the discrete levels in the
well, and (b) the continuum states above the barrier for a
GaAs/Alp.3Gao.7As quantum well structure. The arrows in-
dicate the position at which a new discrete level appears. The
number n gives the number of discrete levels in the quantum
well.

AESRt decreases. The small structure in Fig. 1(b) occurs
for W = lag,l = 1,2,3,..., which is a consequence of
each time a new slab mode enters the quantum well with
increasing the well width. For very wide wells AEj,}, ap-
proaches the 3D result of GaAs as it should be. The cor-
responding results for the polaron mass are shown in Figs.
2(a) and 2(b). We denote the polaron mass correction
with respect to the 3D GaAs value Amgaas = a1mp1 /6.
]
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FIG. 2. The same as Fig. 1 but for the polaron effective
mass.

Notice that the contribution of the continuum part of
the spectrum to the polaron correction for the energy
and the mass is always smaller than the corresponding
contribution from the discrete part.

B. The symmetric-interface-phonon modes

1. The contribution from the discrete energy levels

The contribution of the electron—symmetric-interface-
phonon interaction to the polaron energy and effective
mass from the discrete levels EZ in the well is given by

. o hiwpy Tmax  poo
AEdlsc — / d GS ZF ] E’IZL 35
d o Wem e ;; ; 911Gz n(a))°Fs,+(qy, Er) (35)
and
. b Tmax  poo
Amdlsc — d1/wry / dq Gsn q 2—PS:t q 7Erzz. ) 36
= e s ;7; | da)|GF (@) Ps.x(ay, B7) (36)
where

cos[(ky + kn)W/2]

G: . (q)) = Ban{qn [

(kl + kn)z + qﬁ
(k1 + ky) sin[(k1 + kn)W/2]

cos[(k1 — kn)W/2] o M
" (k1 — kn)? + qf }t h( 2 )

(k1 — k) sin[(ky — kn)W/2]

(kl + kn)2 + qﬁ

(kl - kn)z + qﬁ

| 2cos(kaW/2) cos(ka W/2) } (37)

1 +k; + q)
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for n=o0dd, and nyn(q“) = 0 for n=even,

(1 + e_q”W)Bs,:t(q”)

Fs.+(q), E) = ws,(q))ws,+(q)) + (E — Ef)/h+ hq /2m]’ (38)
_ g3(1+ e~ ") Bs +(q))
Focelann B) = s an) + (B~ B/ + ha 2 )
and
_ [‘*’%1 - wg,i(‘lll)]z[w%z - “)_29',1 (‘Ill)]2
Boltl) = o — Bk ~ B )P + €5 (s~ BB — R 2 (@) “o

where €7 = €501(1 — e'q”W) and €5 = €xo2(1 + e~ W),

2. The contribution from the continuum energy spectrum

The contribution of the electron-symmetric-interface-phonon interaction to the polaron energy and effective mass

from the continuum states E, > V; is given by

cont __ (11 h"uLl)l/z 1 /00 S 2
AEg 271/ ot — 1/ear) 2 Z 75 s dq |G (q))|*Fs,+(q, Ex) (41)
and
cont __ al(thl) /2 / S 2
Amg = (1 e — 1eon) 2 \/— dq |G~ (q))|*Ps,+(q), E=), (42)
where
GS(q)) = BB | g | S ELt kw)W/2] | cosl(ky — kw)W/2)| | (—q“W)
(kv + kw)® + qf (k1 — kw)® + qf 2
(ky + kw) sin[(ky + kw)W/2] (k1 — kw) sin[(k1 — kw )W/2]
(k1 + kw)? +11ﬁ (k1 —kw)2+'ﬁ
2 cos(k 1 W/2) [ , (kWW) Z1g . (kWW>]
- (k] + cos [ —— |} — k s 43
Nl Rl 2 ¢ hesin 7 (4)
[
and Fs +(q, E) and Ps, +(q, E) are given by Eqs. (38) and the antisymmetric interface modes have a very small

and (39), respectively. Then we obtain the contribution
to the polaron energy due to the symmetric interface
modes

AEs = AE3s + AE™, (44)
and the contribution to the polaron mass

Amg = AmE= 4 Am$™t. (45)
C. The antisymmetric-interface-phonon modes

The contribution from the antisymmetric-interface-
phonon modes to the polaron energy and mass is much
smaller than the previous one. For the discrete levels in
the well, we have

(1T a,+(qy,2)[1) =0 (46)

contribution to the polaron energy and mass only when
the second level n = 2 appears (this is for W ~ 50 A in
GaAs/Aly3Gag7As and for W ~ 25 A in GaAs/AlAs
quantum well). We will neglect this part and take
AFEgisc = 0 and Amdjsc = 0.

For the continuum energy spectrum E, > V,, we ob-
tain

AE;:lont — al(thl)l/2
27!'(1/6001 - 1/601)
oo
X dFE
),
cx)d GA(q))|*F E
x . 91G* (q))|*Fa,+(q, Ez),
(47)
and
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wgy) /2 o e

Ameont — a1 (Awrs dEz———/ dqy|G4(qy)|2P. LE,), 48

= e AT T I ORI S
where

in[(ky + kw)W/2]  sin[(ky — kw)W/2] qW
GA(q) = B, A’ sin{(ky - th (42
(@) =5 {q” [ ks +hw)’ +a]  (i—kw)+q |\ 2
(b — kw) cos[(ky — kw)W/2] (ks + kw) cos|(ks — kw)W/2]
(k1 — kw)? + qf (k1 + kw)? + gqf
2 cos(k1W/2) [ , . (kWW> 1 (kWW)]
T (K + +¢& %k — )| ¢ 49
B+ (4 q? (1T e (T .
(1—e 9")Ba +(q))

F E) = ’ , 50

axa B) = e Y oas(@) ¥ (B — B7)/A+ gl [m] (50)

Pas(a),E) = qf (1 — e~ ") B, +(q)) (51)

A= wa,x(ay)wa,x(qy) + (E — Ef)/h+ hqf /2my]?’
and
Bas(ar) (why — WA (@) Pwhy — wh sl 62)
VT ey — why)[why —wh s (@) + e (WE, — who)WEy — W L))

where 6‘1‘ = €x01(1 + e_qllw) and €2A = €oo2(1 — e_quW).
For GaAs/Alp 3Gag.7As quantum well structures, the

energies AEZ and AEL™ and AES™ are given as a

function of the well width in Figs. 3(a) and 3(b), respec-

S — SN

(@) ]

GaAs/Aly 5Gag ,As

0.04

0.02

1

150

A
100
W (&)

FIG. 3. The interface phonon mode contribution to the
polaron energy from (a) the discrete levels in the well,
and (b) the continuum states above the barrier in a
GaAs/Alg.3Gao.7As quantum well structure. The solid and
dashed curves in (b) indicate the contribution from the sym-
metric (AEZ™) and the antisymmetric (AE$™) phonon
modes, respectively.

200

[

tively. It is shown that, with increasing well width, the
interface mode contribution starts from zero at W = 0
and increases to a maximum at W ~ 20 A (AEgse),
5 A (AEL™), and 27 A (AES™), then decreases to
zero. The corresponding results for the polaron mass
are shown in Fig. 4. The behavior of the polaron mass
correction due to the interface modes is similar to the

one of the binding energy. The maximum of Amgi*® ap-

2 T T T T T v
' (O}
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The same as Fig. 3 but for the polaron effective
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FIG. 4.
mass.
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pears at W ~ 18 A, and those of Amg™ and AmP™ at
W ~1A and W ~ 25 A, respectively. Notice that the
contribution from the electron states in the continuum is
very small. The interface modes are important for not
too wide and not too narrow quantum wells.

D. The half-space phonon modes

The half-space phonon modes are only important for

very narrow quantum wells because only then is there an
J
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appreciable overlap between the electron wave function
and the phonons in the barrier. In this case only one or
a few discrete energy levels exist in the quantum well.
Furthermore we have

(1T z2(q), g2; 2)|1) = 0, (53)

and consequently only the coupling via the continuum
energy spectrum F, > Vj is important. We obtain

ABpae = 22 (g [ 2 / ™ g, |Goml Inl(az /2miz)/ (roza + P - B (54)
half = oz L2 vo VE:—Vo Jo z h2q%/2my; — (Awpe + E. — Ef)
and
oo oo e} 2 G |2
a2 3/2 dE, / / hz|Grai 55
= - — ﬁw y————— d z d.’E Z ) ( )
Ampair = — (Fwrs) /Vo VE. Vo Jo “* /s (@2 + z)(hwre + E. — Ef + h2z/2m )3
where
G — BA kW ¢.(q2 + k2 — k%) sin(kw W/2) + 26 k1 kpg. cos(kw W/2) (56)
half = B35 €08 [(k +¢.)? + k2][(kp — g:)2 + K]
We have calculated the contribution of the electron— T T ‘('G')'"_
half-space-phonon interaction to the polaron binding en- 3D(Alg 3Gag, 7As)
ergy (the dotted curves in Fig. 5) and effective mass (the ST
dotted curves in Fig. 6) through the continuum energy 3D(Gas) <
states in GaAs/Alg3Gag 7As and GaAs/AlAs quantum < I P N, A
wells. With increasing well width, the contributions due OE) 2  half space -
to half-space modes to the polaron energy and mass de- ~ i 7 ]
creases rapidly from the 3D values of Al,Ga;_,As at 4 r /./'"- 1
W =0 to zero for W — oo. 1 L % 4
IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION o : _ ';’.'./.-“.1 L AT H\“;
0.1 1 10 100 1000
So far, we have calculated the separate contributions W (R)
from the electron coupling to the different phonon modes
to the polaron energy and effective mass including the ' T T ' b
77777777777777 3D(AlAS) (b)

full energy spectrum as intermediate states. The polaron
binding energy and effective mass in a quantum well sys-
tem is thus given by

AE = AEg,p + AEs + AE4 + AEha, (57)
and
Am = Amgp + Ams + Am g + Ampais. (58)

The results of the polaron binding energy for (a) a
GaAs/Alg 3Gag.7As and (b) a GaAs/AlAs quantum well
structure are shown in Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), respectively.
And the results of the polaron effective mass are pre-
sented in Figs. 6(a) and 6(b). The contribution from the
confined slab phonon, the interface phonon, and the half-
space phonon modes are given by the thin-solid, the dot-
dashed and the dotted curves, respectively. Clearly, the
half-space modes are important for very narrow quantum
wells and, in such cases, their contribution to the polaron
is only via the continuum energy states above the bar-
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FIG. 5. The polaron binding energy as a function of the
well width for (a) GaAs/Alo.3Gao.7As and (b) GaAs/AlAs
quantum-well structures. The thin-solid, dot-dashed, and
dotted curves indicate the contribution from the slab, in-
terface, and half-space modes, respectively. The thick-solid
curves give the total polaron binding energy. The thin-dashed
curve in (b) is the approximate result as given in Ref. 9.
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FIG. 6. The same as Fig. 5 but for the polaron effective
mass.

rier. When W — 0, AE — AFEywas which approaches
the 3D result of the barrier material Al,Ga;_,As. With
increasing well width the AFy,)r decreases rapidly and
the interface mode contribution becomes important. For
W > 100 A, the slab mode contribution is larger than
that of the interface modes. Owur calculation demon-
strates that the polaron binding energy and effective
mass go continuously from the 3D Al,Ga;_,As to the

3D GaAs results when the well width varies from zero to
infinity. The thin-dashed curves in Figs. 5(b) and 6(b)
are the approximate results as given by Egs. (42)—(45)
in Ref. 9 which were based on the calculation of the po-
laron effects in an infinite-barrier quantum well'® where
the results were weighted by the probability to find the
electron inside the finite-barrier quantum well.

As far as we know, the present paper is the first work
which includes the full energy spectrum and all the pos-
sible phonon modes in the study of the polaron effects in
a Q2D system. Within the infinite-well model, Comas,
Trallero-Giner, and Riera® calculated the polaron bind-
ing energy and effective mass including only the confined
slab modes, and Degani and Hipélito”® incorporated the
interface and confined slab modes to study the polarons
in a heterojunction and a quantum well. The shortcom-
ing of the infinite-well model is that the electrons have no
coupling to the half-space modes and, furthermore, when
the well width goes to zero, an ideal 2D system is reached
instead of the realistic 3D system. More recently, Lin,
Chen, and Georgel? studied the polaron ground state in
a GaAs/AlAs quantum well. Within the leading term ap-
proximation, the confined slab and the interface modes,
as well as the half-space modes, were incorporated in
their calculation. They claimed erroneously that the
W — 0 and W — oo limit results were obtained cor-
rectly. In Ref. 10 the polaron binding energy and the
effective mass were given for a GaAs/AlAs quantum well
for W < 100 A which were much smaller than the 3D val-
ues of GaAs. From the present results and from Ref. 9 we
know that this cannot be the case and the full electron
energy spectrum has to be included.
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