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We report on femtosecond time-resolved transmission and reflectivity measurements on bulk
GaAs. Spectral-hole burning is observed, to our knowledge, for the first time in GaAs at room
temperature. Carrier thermalization occurs within 200 fs and shows no significant dependence on
excitation density or excess energy in the range from 2 x 10 cm to 2 x 10 cm and 35
meV to 90 meV, respectively. Calculations of the carrier dynamics are performed and include full
dynamic screening of the carrier-carrier and the carrier LO-phonon interaction. The calculated
thermalization times agree well with the experimental results. Negative transmission changes above
the spectral hole are mainly caused by a complementary increase of reflectivity, but not by an
increase of absorption.

I. INTRODUCTION

The absorption of a short laser pulse with a central fre-
quency above the band gap in a semiconductor creates
free electrons and holes with an initial energy distribu-
tion that is essentially determined by the laser spectrum.
On a very short time scale, this nonthermal energy distri-
bution is transformed by carrier-carrier scattering into a
Fermi-Dirac distribution, i.e. , a quasiequilibrium is estab-
lished that can be characterized by carrier temperatures
and chemical potentials for the various bands. The time
needed for this internal thermalization is of fundamen-
tal physical interest because it is closely related to the
strength of the carrier-carrier interaction and determines
critically nonlinear optical properties. Therefore the de-
velopment of ultrashort laser pulses has triggered much
effort to clarify the initial stages of carrier relaxation
(for a historical review see Ref. 2) and to detect non-
thermal carrier distributions and the subsequent transi-
tion into the thermal regime. The temporal evolution of
carrier-induced optical nonlinearities has been intensively
studied in GaAs, AlGaAs, InP, and quantum well struc-
tures mainly by pump-probe and time-resolved pho-
toluminescence measurements. Carrier-carrier scat-
tering in bulk GaAs and quantum wells has also been
studied by four-wave-mixing measurements of interband
polarization dephasing, and polarization rotation
spectroscopy. ' However, experiments on GaAs with 2
eV excitation pulses —derived from the widely used Rho-
damine dye lasers —are complicated by concurrent ultra-
fast intervalley scattering. ' Photoluminescence exper-
iments with time resolutions down to 100 fs (Refs. 9—12)
failed to show nonthermal distributions, except in the
case of extremely low excitation density.

In time-resolved differential transmission experiments,
where the presence of carriers is measured via the bleach-

ing of optical transitions, spectral-hole burning in the
vicinity of the excitation energy was clearly observed
in bulk GaAs at low temperature ' and in quantum
wells, when the pump energy was close above the band
gap.

Concerning the theoretical description of a photo-
excited semiconductor, the temporal evolution outlined
above corresponds to several levels of possible simplifica-
tions. In the earliest stage, as long as scattering processes
are negligible, an exact description of population- and
polarization-related efFects is required. This regime can,
in principle, be described by a nonequilibrium Green's
function theory or a density-matrix formalism.
This treatment becomes extremely complex when de-
phasing effects, mainly due to carrier-carrier collisions,
have to be included. A general description of the tran-
sient dephasing regime is therefore very difEcult and, to
our knowledge, has not been attempted yet. Recently,
a Monte Carlo method which includes polarization ef-
fects has also been developed that allows a simulation of
the coherent regime. However, as real carrier-scattering
processes have not been included, a comparison between
experiment and theory is not yet possible.

After dephasing of the optically excited electron-hole
pairs, the temporal evolution of the free carriers can
be described by kinetic Boltzmann equations for the
single-particle distribution functions. These can be nu-
merically solved either directly 3 or by Monte Carlo
methods. For comparison with experimental data,
an additional model of the carrier-induced changes of the
optical properties is required. Changes of the absorption
are inQuenced by band filling, band-gap renormalization,
and changes of the Coulomb enhancement and may not
be readily interpreted as a direct measure of the carrier
distributions.

In this work, we present time-resolved differential
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transmission spectra, which unambiguously show non-
thermal features such as spectral-hole burning in bulk
GaAs at room temperature. We calculate the tempo-
ral evolution of the optically injected carriers by solving
the Boltzmann equations and calculate the associated ab-
sorption changes. The transient regime of carrier ther-
malization is investigated and compared with theoretical
spectra for different excitation densities and excess ener-
gies. The kinetic description of the single-particle func-
tions predicts thermalization times in close agreement
with experimental data. The observed thermalization
times are below 200 fs and do not change significantly in
the density regime from 2 x 10 cm 3 to 2 x 10 cm
and for excitation energies between 1.46 eV and 1.51 eV.
This result is also predicted by the calculations. Finally,
we investigate the inHuence of reHectivity changes on the
differential transmission spectra and conclude that they
must be accounted for in order to interpret small varia-
tions of the differential transmission.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II we give
the experimental details and in Sec. III we describe the
model used to calculate the carrier-induced absorption
changes. In Sec. IV, we present the experimental and
theoretical results and discuss the absorption theory in
the nonthermalized regime, in particular the Coulomb
enhancement. The results are summarized in Sec. V.

II. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

The measurements are performed in a standard pump-
probe setup. Pulses of a colliding pulse mode-locked dye
laser with a wavelength of 620 nm are amplified in a
six-pass dye amplifier pumped by a 7 kHz copper-vapor
laser and focused in an ethylene-glycol cell to generate a
"white-light" continuum which covers the spectral vicin-
ity of the GaAs band gap. A fraction of this continuum,
ranging from 1.4 eV to 1.8 eV, is used as a broadband
probe pulse. The other part is spectrally filtered to ob-
tain near-infrared pump pulses that are further amplified
in a second amplifier stage similar to Ref. 39. A slit in
a four prism sequence allows tunability from 1.45 eV to
1.57 eV, as well as chirp compensation, yielding near-
infrared (NIR) pump pulses with 70 fs duration and a
bandwidth of 23 meV.

The sample is a thin film of intrinsic GaAs (d = 223
nm), grown by molecular beam epitaxy and mounted on
a thick BK-7 glass substrate. The precise film thickness
has been determined from the Fabry-Perot oscillations
that occur in the linear transmission and reflectivity of
the sample. The density of optically excited carriers is
estimated &om the maximum pump Huence assuming ho-
mogeneous excitation. This procedure is justified since
the probe focus is kept much smaller than the pump spot
and the sample thickness is much less than one absorp-
tion length. Measurements were performed for differ-
ent excitation densities ranging from 2 x 10 cm to
2 x 10 cm and for different pump-photon energies
between 1.46 eV and 1.51 eV. Pump-induced transmis-
sion or reflectivity changes are measured as differential
transmission or reflectivity spectra (DTS, DRS), varying
the time delay between pump and probe. The spectra are

recorded by a diode array detector and an optical mul-
tichannel (OMA) system. We measure the chirp of the
probe continuum, which causes a frequency-dependent
time delay offset. Chirp corrected spectra for a given time
delay are obtained by interpolation between spectra mea-
sured at different delays, taking into account this offset.
This numerical chirp correction of the measured spectra
is essential to achieve a time resolution of some tens of
femtoseconds. The probe bandwidth that is necessary to
cover the whole range of significant transmission changes
is too large to be completely chirp corrected by pulse
compression. Even very careful pulse compression of the
probe continuum would impose a considerable nonlin-
ear chirp that results in a strongly frequency-dependent
time delay at the edges of the spectrum. ' This would
clearly lead to a systematic error concerning the mea-
sured carrier dynamics.

III. THEORETICAL MODEL

IT oc e

with the absorption coeKcient n and the sample thick-
ness d. The differential transmission for small changes
(And (( 1) is given by

DTS IT(b, t) —IT ( oo)——Ao. d,
Ig (—oo)

(3.2)

so that the measured spectra can be directly related to a
model of the absorption coeKcient of the excited mate-
rial. We note that using this approximation may result
in a relative error in La of a few percent.

Typical free-carrier dephasing times of highly excited
semiconductors (p,„,= 10 cm s or more) at room tem-
perature are on the order of 10 fs. ' Therefore a de-
scription of the carrier dynamics on a time scale of a
few hundred femtoseconds may be restricted to the semi-
classical regime, excluding coherent efFects. In this ap-
proach, the state of the excited material is expressed
in terms of distribution functions for electrons, heavy
holes, light holes, and occupations of optical and acous-
tical phonons. We calculate the temporal evolution of
the photogenerated electron-hole plasma by solving the
Boltzmann equations that describe the kinetics of these
one-particle distribution functions. The equations are
nonlinear, as the scattering rates, which couple the equa-
tions for each type of particle, depend on the carrier dis-
tributions and therefore are time dependent. We use dy-
namically screened interaction potentials within the plas-
mon pole approximation to calculate the scattering rates.
Details of the calculations are given in Refs. 33, 34 and
7.

To compare the calculated carrier dynamics with
our experimental data, a model of the carrier-induced
changes of the sample transmission is required. In a
first approach, we neglect the inHuence of multiple in-
terferences and reflectivity changes when analyzing the
transmission data. This approximation is discussed and
justified below. The sample transmission then reads
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It has been previously pointed out that the carrier-
induced absorption changes cannot be interpreted in
terms of band filling alone. Band-gap renormalization
and screening of the exciton and of the Coulomb enhance-
ment for interband transitions have to be taken into ac-
count. We use basically the semiempirical model for the
absorption of the excited material developed in Ref. 7,
where the absorption coeKcient close to the band edge
is expressed as the sum of an excitonic and. an interband
contribution:

n(ku) = n.„(Ru) + n;b(Ru).

Assuming parabolic bands and a single effective va-
lence band, the interband absorption can be written as

n;b(ku, p) = no x CEF(Ru, p) x Ru —Es(p)
x (1 —f, [AE, (M)] —fh [KEh (Ru)]),

(3 4)

where Eg(p) is the band gap in the presence of an
electron-hole plasma of density p, CEF(Ru, p) is the
Coulomb enhancement factor for the transition en-
ergy Ru, and f, and f~ are the electron and hole distribu-
tion functions at the respective excess energies AE, (bur)
and AEh, (~). The proportionality constant no is taken
as 2.5 x 10, which gives a good agreement with the un-
perturbed absorption n(Ru, p = 0) just above the band
edge. The band-gap reduction LEg and the CEF of the
excited material are calculated with the model of Banyai
and Koch. These two quantities depend on the Debye-
Huckel wave vector qD which is computed with the ac-
tual carrier distributions to allow for nonequilibrium ef-
fects. However, the calcuations of both the band-gap
reduction and the CEF do not exp/icitly take into ac-
count the actual carrier distributions. We assume a rigid
band shift and neglect the A: dependence of the band-gap
renormaliz ation.

To include the collision broadening of the interband
transitions, the absorption coeKcient is convoluted with
the line-shape function

( Ru iB = ~xl'(p) xcosh~
«(c) i

with a density-dependent broadening

I'(p) = 1.4 x BH(0) + 2 x 10 ' cm x p x RH(0).

(3.6)

The excitonic absorption is represented as a series of
discrete transitions:

where RH (p) is the exciton Rydberg constant in the pres-

ence of the electron-hole plasma of density p. B~(0) is
the exciton Rydberg constant of the unexcited material.
It is known from experimental data in bulk material that
the absolute position of the lowest exciton state does not
shift with carrier density below the Mott transition.
Therefore we assume that the reduction of the exciton
binding energy equals the band-gap reduction AE&(p, T)
and use

BH(0) + AE, if B~(0) + AE, & 0
0 if B~(0) + AEg ( 0.

(3.8)

Note that LE~ is negative and that no bound exciton
states exist when B~ ——0.

This simple model for the absorption should be re-
garded as a provisory compromise. We use the Banyai-
Koch model for calculation of the CEF and the band-
gap renormalization since it gives a reasonable shape of
the absorption changes and satisfactory agreement of the
signal amplitude in the thermal regime, which is typ-
ically reached within 200 fs in our experiments (see be-
low). Possible modifications of the CEF due to nonther-
mal carrier distributions, which can be accounted for in
more sophisticated CEF models, will be discussed in Sec.
IV C.

Our model will only allow a semiquantitative compar-
ison with the experimental spectra due to the limited
accuracy of the spectral shape of the Coulomb enhance-
ment and the band-gap reduction. Therefore, as a first
step, we consider it sufhcient to compare the calculated
spectra directly with the experimental DTS, according to
Eq. (3.2), without including the influence of reflectivity
variations and thin-61m Fabry-Perot effects.

IV. RESULT S AND DISCU SSION

A. General temporal evolution

Figures 1 and 2 show the general temporal evolution of
the DTS for excitation at 1.46 eV and a pump intensity
of 9 pJ/cm, giving a density of 2 x 10i photoexcited
carriers per cm . The presence of pump-excited. carriers
at a given point in k space causes bleaching of the cor-
responding optical transition leading to a positive signal
in these spectra. Experimental curves are presented in
Fig. 1 at delay times between —225 fs and —100 fs in
steps of 25 fs and in Fig. 2(a) at delay times between
—50 fs and 200 fs in steps of 50 fs. For comparison, Fig.
2(b) shows theoretical spectra calculated with identical
excitation parameters for the same time delays as in Fig.
2(a).

At very early negative times (Fig. 1) the experimental
spectra show oscillating structures around the exciton
at 1.42 eV. We also observe weaker oscillations at the
pump energy which, to our knowledge, have not been
observed before in bulk GaAs. These oscillations are
caused by the interaction of the pump laser field with
the polarization induced by the probe pulse in the sam-
ple which leads to perturbed free induction decay and by
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low-energy side and extends to the band edge already at
—50 fs, i.e. , before the pump pulse maximum (Fig. 2).
From —50 fs to +50 fs, the bleaching maximum shows
a distinct shift of 20 meV towards the band edge. The
spectra at this stage may be qualitatively described as a
nonthermal bleaching peak on top of a broadband back-
ground, which cannot, on this time scale, be ascribed to
a relaxed (i.e. , thermalized) distribution of carriers. We
stress that a direct interpretation of the DTS in terms
of carrier distribution alone is not possible, because of
the strong inHuence of changes of the CEF (Ref. 7) (see
also end of Sec. IV C). In the interval from 1.4 to 1.43
eV, the calculated DTS result (Fig. 2) from a delicate
balance between the induced absorption due to the gap
shrinkage and the induced transmission due both to the
exciton screening and to the reduction of the CEF. At
delay time At & 0 fs, there is no significant contribution
of the band Riling in this spectral region. The theoreti-
cal results for the interval from 1.4 to 1.43 eV strongly
depend on the CEF and band-gap model chosen. In the
interval from 1.43 to 1.48 eV, the DTS are dominated
by the band filling efIect which is responsible for bleach-
ing. We note that the calculated spectra reproduce well
the occurrence and the broadening of the spectral hole,
but underestimate the redshift of the peak position with
increasing time delay. The observed shift on this time
scale cannot be ascribed to a relaxation of carrier distri-
butions. The possible infIuence of the CEF variations in
the nonthermalized regime will be discussed in Sec. IV C.

After 100 fs the nonthermal signature decays and after
200 fs the spectra show a roughly exponential decrease of
the difI'erential transmission with increasing photon en-
ergy. The overall shape of the DTS does not change for
longer delay times. This indicates that a thermal car-
rier distribution is established within 150—200 fs. The
general temporal evolution of the DTS is very well de-
scribed by the theoretical spectra shomn in Fig. 2(b).
However, it will be shown below that the DTS are pri-
marily determined by the occupation of conduction band
states, so that the DTS mainly give information on the
electron dynamics. We conclude that our plasma dy-
namics model gives a correct description of the observed
electron thermalization. It is important to add that, as
in previous works, ' the use of dynamically screened
carrier interactions is essential for obtaining a realistic
time evolution, because static screening underestimates
the scattering rates and therefore predicts longer ther-
malization times.

In Fig. 4 the computed kinetics of the electron dis-
tribution function is displayed, according to the experi-
mental conditions of Figs. 1 and 2. The photogeneration
peak appears to be slightly shifted towards higher ener-
gies, because of the carrier-induced. band-gap shrinkage,
which corresponds to a shift of the energy axis in Fig. 4.
The electron distribution resembles the pump spectrum
at —50 fs, i.e., at the very beginning of the excitation
pulse, but is already considerably broadened at 0 fs. The
distribution is very close to a Maxwell-Boltzmann dis-
tribution at time delay 200 fs, with a thermal energy of
k~T 30 —35 meV. The average energy per particle
is therefore close to the initial photogeneration energy
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FIG. 4. Theoretical electron distribution functions calcu-
lated with the experimental parameters of Fig. 1.
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FIG. 5. Calculated hole distribution functions correspond-
ing to Fig. 4.

Ez ——40 meV (vrith respect to the unrenormalized band
gap). This is easily understood. First, there is no signif-
icant energy loss to the lattice within 200 fs, because Ez
is only slightly larger than the threshold energy for LO-
phonon emission, and the initial excess energy is rather
close above the lattice temperature of 300 K. Second,
the transfer of energy to the much cooler hole system
via electron-hole scattering is not very efBcient because
of the large mass difFerence between electrons and holes.
We conclude that the thermalization of the electron dis-
tribution is mainly due to electron-electron scattering,
which is not accompanied by an energy loss of the elec-
tron system on this time scale.

The computed time evolution of the hole distribution
function is displayed in Fig. 5. The widths of the initial
photogeneration peak and the initial excess energy are
much smaller than for electrons because of the smaller
curvature of the hole band. Holes are generated with an
average excess energy of 5 meV only. The calculations
predict a strong absorption of LO phonons by the holes,
giving rise to a second peak which is shifted by the en-
ergy RuI„o. This leads to an efI'ective energy gain of the
hole distribution already within the first 200 fs. Both
peaks are strongly broadened during the excitation, but
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The observed independence of the thermalization time
versus excess energy and carrier density can be explained
by a subtle balance of scattering rate and energy distri-
bution: An increase in excess energy means that carriers
have to be distributed over a larger energy range dur-
ing thermalization. Therefore a larger mean energy ex-
change per collision or a larger scattering rate at higher
excess energies is required to explain a constant ther-
malization time. Indeed, in the energy range covered by
our measurements, our calculations predict an increasing
scattering rate with increasing energy (Fig. 3), thereby
explaining the energy independence of the thermalization
times.

We also observe that the thermalization time does not
change with increasing carrier density. However, the total
rate of carrier-carrier scattering (CCS) increases with in-
creasing density. In principle, this would result in faster
thermalization if the interaction strength remained un-
changed. The insensitivity of the thermalization time
with respect to the excitation density indicates a reduc-
tion of CCS eKciency with increasing density, which com-
pensates the increasing scattering rate. This can be ex-
plained by the screening of the Coulomb interaction and
by the increasing degeneracy of the plasma, i.e. , Pauli
blocking of scattering final states, which leads to a de-
crease of the CCS rates.

C. Simultaneous transmission
and re8eetivity measurements

In the experimental spectra shown so far we observe
during the nonthermal regime a small negative transmis-
sion change above the spectral hole (see Figs. 6 and 7),
similar to the data in Ref. 21. However, this negative
transmission change in our spectra is always a small ef-
fect (4T/To & 1%) that may not be readily interpreted
as an induced absorption using Eq. (3.2). The transmis-
sion change measured in DTS is, in principle, not entirely
determined by absorption changes but is influenced by re-
fIectivity changes as well. ' In order to clarify the ori-
gin of the negative transmission change observed in our
spectra, we performed simultaneous DTS and DRS mea-
surements for a quantitative determination of absorption
changes.

As the sample thickness is on the order of the light
wavelength, the transmission, the refIectivity, and their
respective changes due to changes in n and v are strongly
influenced by interference effects. (Here, n is the index of
refraction and r the extinction coefficient of the sample. )
This applies in particular to the refj.ectivity changes. In
fact, the magnitude as well as the sign of the refIectiv-
ity changes are dependent on the exact wavelength and
film thickness. Precise determination of refractive and
absorptive changes requires a careful investigation of si-
multaneously measured DTS and DRS including the cor-
rection for multiple interferences.

For the analysis of our experimental data, we use the
procedure described in Ref. 58. The transmission and
reBectivity changes for given changes of n and K, are given
by

OT OT
AT = An +

On OK
(4.1a)

OR ORLR = An + Lr
On OK

(4.1b)
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FIG. 9. Measured DTS and DRS for At = 75 fs, %up p
1.51 eV, p,„,= 3 x 10 cm, and negative absorption change
( nacrd), calc—ulated from these measurements.

that can be solved for An and Av. Starting with the
complete formula for transmission and refIectivity of a
thin film, we calculate the partial derivatives of R and
T with respect to n and r. The numerical values of these
derivatives are evaluated for the spectral range covered
by the measurements. In this procedure, we use data
sets n(w) and K(u) that are derived by an interpolation
between literature data and give a consistent fit of the
static transmission and reflectivity of our sample. Fi-
nally, Eqs. (4.1) are solved to obtain precise data on the
induced absorption change An.

Figure 9 shows the experimental spectra and the cal-
culated negative changes in the optical density —Ao.d for
excitation at 1.51 eV, at a density of 3 x 10 cm at a
time delay of 75 fs after excitation. The DTS still clearly
shows a nonthermal feature and a slight negative trans-
mission change above 1.57 eV. We find that the quali-
tative interpretation of the strong bleaching in terms of
carrier distribution remains valid, justifying the direct
comparison of measured DTS and calculated absorption
changes in the previous sections of this paper. How-

ever, it is obvious that the negative transmission change
around 1.6 eV is mainly due to an increased refIectivity
in this range. We conclude that our measurements show
no induced ab8orytion due to the nonthermal carrier dis-
tribution as reported in Ref. 21. This result has been
confirmed by measurements with a sample with different
thickness. We stress that the spectral shape of the DRS
depends very strongly on the film thickness for partially
transparent Glms with thicknesses on the order of a few
hundred nm. This cannot be avoided by using an antire-
flection coating, since this minimizes R as a function of
the coating thickness for a certain wavelength only. In
addition, this minimum generally does not correspond to
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FIG. 10. Dotted line: Calculated normalized absorption
change ( An—/o. s) according to Eq. (4.2) for Gaussian carrier
distribution. Solid line: Contribution due to CEF change
—ACEF/CEF(0). Dashed line: Occupation factor f,+ fh, .

zeros of the derivatives & and
&

in Eq. (4.lb).
In order to study the possible influence of electron-hole

correlations on the carrier-induced absorption changes,
we performed CEF calculations that explicitly take into
account the carrier distribution. From Eq. (3.4) it follows
that for small variations the relative absorbance change
can be expressed as

—Acr ( b.Eg (p)
n(p = 0) (2 [Ru —Eg(p)j

ACEF(bur, p)
CEF(Ru, 0)

+&f. + &f~ I. (4 2)

The CEF has been calculated in the framework of
the factorization approximation, ' using excitation pa-
rameters corresponding to the experimental situation of
Fig. 9. In the thermalized regime, previous calculations
showed a peak of the CEF around the Fermi energy for
high plasma density. In the nonthermalized regime, our
calculations predict an oscillation of the CEF around the
photogeneration energy, similar to the result of Ref. 26.
A similar behavior has also been qualitatively predicted
in Ref. 62, for an idealized physical situation. The oc-
currence of this eKect depends critically on the density,
which has to be high, and on the width of the electron
distribution around the excitation energy, which has to
be narrow. If the influence of the CCS is omitted dur-
ing the pump pulse, the electron distribution reproduces
the laser line shape, with a full width at half maximum

(FWHM) of 25 meV. The curves shown in Fig. 10 are
computed within this approximation. The solid line dis-
plays the quantity —ACEF/CEF at a density of 10
cm . The dashed line describes the energy dependence
of the the corresponding occupation factor (f,+fh, ) T.he
dotted curve shows the sum of these two contributions
which is the dominant contribution to the absorbance
change according to Eq. (4.2). The oscillatory behavior
of the CEF around the photogeneration energy leads to
a small redshift 4 of the bleaching maximum and a weak
induced absorption, which is partially compensated by
the bleaching due to the occupation factor. The calcu-
lation predicts an induced absorption of 4% at 120 meV
excess energy, 13% of the magnitude of the bleaching
maximum. For our sample, this would correspond to a
negative transmission change of approximately 1%.

In reality, CCS cannot be neglected, as it leads to a
substantial broadening of the pump-excited. carrier dis-
tribution even before the pump pulse maximum (see Fig.
4). This leads to a reduction of the CEF oscillation and
to a much broader bleaching contribution to the DTS. We
conclude that this induced absorption is not observed in
our experiment because CCS prevents the buildup of a
sufficiently dense and narrow carrier distribution.

Additionally, Fig. 10 illustrates the strong influence of
the CEF on the DTS; there is a strong induced trans-
mission close above the band gap even without any band
filling at the corresponding energies.

V. CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, we present extensive experimental and
theoretical data on carrier thermalization in intrinsic
bulk GaAs at room temperature. Under these condi-
tions, spectral-hole burning as well as coherent oscilla-
tions around the pump energy are observed for the first
time. We find that the spectral-hole peak is initially cen-
tered at the excitation energy but shifts towards lower
energies with increasing time delay. A negative trans-
mission change above the spectral hole is found to be
due to reflectivity changes. We find no significant depen-
dence of electron-thermalization times on excitation en-
ergy and density. This observation is in good agreement
with calculations of the plasma dynamics using dynami-
cally screened particle interactions.
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