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Ortho-para conversion of solid hydrogen as a function of density
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The ortho-para conversion in solid H2 as a function of density has been studied experimentally by
lsochoric mcasurcmcnts Rnd RRIQan scattering. We do not find thc double peak obscrvcd earlier by
Pedroni et aI. , which was attributed to structure in the phonon density of states. Conversion in lat-
tices with nonIandoIIl distributions of OItho molcculcs is pIobably Icsponslblc foI thc scatter of the
experimental data in the literature. A theoretical model by Berlinsky for conversion involving the
one-phonon density of states is used to determine the phonon density of states. This is in good
agreement with direct experimental I'esults.

I. INTRODUCTION

One of the most fascinating and explicit quantum-
mechanical properties of molecular hydrogen is the ortho-
para classification. Isolated molecules are classified in
terms of the total nuclear spin I and the rotational states
J as para- (I =0, even J) and ortho- (I=1, odd J) hydro-
gen. Although conversion from ortho states to para states
is absolutely forbidden for an isolated molecule, in the
condensed phases conversion takes place at a slow but
measurable rate. Because of this, ortho- and para-H1 can
be treated as two different molecular species. In the sohd
state thc gI'ound state RQd many -thcfIDody'Qamlc plopcf-
ties are strongly influenced by the ortho concentration,
C1.' lt is thus important to be able to modify and mea-
sure C~. Not only is the conversion mechanism itself in-
teresting, but a number of physical properties of the solid
can be determined by a careful study of conversion.

In recent studies of the equation of state (EOS) of H2,
we made several long-time studies of the isochores of H1
and observed conversion rates which mere in disagreement
with published rates in the literature. Although these
differences were small, they were significant. In particu-
laf %'c %'cfc Unablc to reproduce thc double peak 1n the de-
cay rate at densities p/po between 1.2 and 1.4 (po is the
zero-pressure density) observed by Pedroni et a/. The
dominant factor controlling the density dependence of the
conversion rate is the density of one- (and two-) phonon
final states required to conserve energy due to the change
of rotational quantum number in a conversion. The dou-
ble peak has been interpreted by Berlinsky as reflecting
structure in the one-phonon density of states. We have
also supplcIDcQtcd 1sochofic EOS IDcasUlcIDcnts w1th Ra-
IDRQ scattcriIlg IHcasurcIQcnts ln 8 high-PI'essuIC OPtical
cell. These data fail to reveal a double peak. We have
analyzed convcI'sloI1 data to gcncI'Rtc thc onc-phonon den-
sity of states. This is in agreement with results from neu-
tron scattering and infrared absorption. Finally, wc sug-
gest some sources of the scatter of conversion rates in ear-
11cI' work. AQ 1IDportant poss1blllty may bc duc to QOQ-

Although most of the ideas concerning conversion of
hydrogen in solids were developed by Motizuki and
Nagamiya, we shall follow the formulation of Berklinsky
and Hardy, who have given the most recent theoretical
treatment.

The thermodynamic equilibrium ortho-para concentra-
tion of H1 and Dz is shown in Fig. 1 (after Ref. 1). In or-
der to attain equilibrium, a suitable external pertuI'bation
is required which can cause a simultaneous change in the
1otat1onal Rnd QuclcRI' spin states. Thc conversion of
transition ratio 8' can be calculated from the golden rule:
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FIG. 1. Equlhbrlum ortho-para concentration of H2 and Dq
as a function of temperature.

random distribution of ortho molecules in the solid state.
The paper is structured as follows: In Sec. II we

present the theoretical background; experimental results
are presented and discussed in Secs. III and IV. The pho-
no11 dcns1ty of states 1s dctcrnllllcd 111 Scc. V.
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FIG. 3. The turbo-phonon conversion rate in solid Hq as a
function of molar volume.

FIG. 2. The two-phonon density of states of H2.

lowing result:

where I'; is the probability that the system is initially in
one of the g; states i, and f is the final state; E; and Ef
are the initial and final energies of the system. H;„, is the
interaction Hamiltoman and has three additive parts
which can change the nuclear spin states: Hss, the nu-
clear spin-spin interaction; HRS, the rotation-spin interac-
tion; and HE~, the electric quadruple interaction. HE& is
only important for Dl as spin- —, H has no electric quadru-

pole moment. Hss is the dominant term with HRS yield-
ing a 2—3% correction to Hss.

The 6 function in Eq. (1) requires conservation of ener-

gy. The rotational energy change in a conversion is

BJ;(J;+1) BJf(Jf. + 1)—.

~(p/po) =const X (p/po) g (Elo,p/po), (3)

ol~h(P/Po)/ol~h(P =Po) =+(P/Po),

for all phonon frequencies ol~h(p/po). Here F(p/po) is a
function depending only on density, which can be deter-
mined from the Debye temperature 8D..

where g (Elo,'P/Po) is the one-Phonon density of states at
E) —Eo =Ejo——28, and density p.

We would hke to relate g (Elo',p/po) to the one-phonon
density at p=po at the energy corresponding to Ejo. To a
fairly good approximation we can assume that all parts of
the phonon spectrum scale uniformly with density, i.e.,

At low temperature the ortho and para molecules are in
states J=1 and 0, respectively, so that hE/k~ 2B/k~-—
=171 K. For energy conservation the final state involves
the creation of one or more phonons. The theoretical den-
sity dependence for two-phonon creation is

F(p/po) =OD(p/po)/OD(p=po)

The phonon density-of-states function scales as the in-
verse of the square of the energy because, following Ber-
linsky,

(2) g (E)-Us(E)5(Elo E), —

where g2 ~h is the two-phonon density-of-states function.
FI'oIIl the zero-prcssure tw 0-phonoIl density of states
shown in Fig. 2 (from Ref. 6), it is clear that this is an
open channel for conversion, with the conversion energy
28 lying approximately at the maximum.

With rising density, the phonon energy shifts upward
(see, e.g., Berkhout and Silvera ) rapidly, reducing the
two phonon d-enslty a't 2B. Flgule 3 (fl'onl Ref. 6) shows
the result more quantitatively. Already at a moderate
pressure of 1 kbar, corresponding to 18 cm~/mol, the
two-phonon conversion is practically zero.

For the one-phonon conversion- Berlinsky" finds the fol-

OD(p=po)
g (E;p/po) =g E,p=po

SD(p/po)

2
OD(p=po)

, OD(p/po)

Together with Eq. (3) we get for the one-phonon conver-
sion,

where Us is the displacement of a molecule due to the lat-
tice vibration with energy E. U~ scales as E ' and
5(Elo E) as E '. W—e therefore can write for the pho-
non density of states,

1On~(p/po)-(p/po) g O / Elo p=p.
OD p/po

2
C)a(p =po)

81)(P /Po)
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Equation (9) is valid only as long as the number of
J=1 pairs is proportional to Cl, which is the case for a
random distribution. Schmidt' has made an analysis of
nonrandom distributions. He starts with

kM
12

where M is the mean number of nearest ortho-H2 (o-HI)
molecules surrounding each 0-H2 molecule. For H2 in
equilibrium with 12 nearest neighbors M,q/12= Cl.

There are different effects, which can establish nonran-
donl dlstrlbutlons.

A. Conversion itself

30

FIG. 4. Conversion as a function of time for k =4%/h:
solid line, random distribution of J=1 pairs; dashed line, totally
frozen distribution of J= 1 pairs.

In Sec. V we will use this relation to construct the one-
phonon density of states from experimental values for the
convel sion rate.

The dominant conversion mechanism is the interaction
between the nuclear spins of two HI molecules. As para-
H2 has nuclear spin zero, this interaction takes place only
between ortho-H2 molecules. The conversion rate there-
fore should be proportional to the number of J=1 pairs,
1.e.,

1 = —kCI, (9)

wllcrc k ls tllc collvclsloll late collstant glvcll 111 %/11, t Is
time in units of h, and Cl the concentration of J= 1 mol-
ecules. Equation (9) has the following solution:

Conversion reduces the number of nearest O-Hz neigh-
bors and tends to create isolated 0-H2 molecules, which
will have a strongly reduced conversion rate. The devia-
tion in M is, following Schmidt, '

M —2+n 8'„
dt 12

(12)

where n is the number of nearest 0-Hz neighbors, and

12
O' =C (1—C )'

is a binomial distribution for the 0-HI pairs. Combining
Eq. (12) with Eq. (13), one gets conversion, when the lat-
tice is totally frozen, with no possibility of randomizing
the 0-H2 distribution.

We have calculated conversion for k =4%/h and dif-
ferent starting concentrations (Fig. 4) using Eq. (9) (solid
line) and with a frozen distribution Eqs. (12) and (13)
(dashed line). It can be seen that after more than 10—15 h
the concentrations are measurably different for the two
conditions.

In order to avoid nonrandom conversion, one has to be
sure that the diffusion rate is sufficiently high to maintain
a random pair distribution. The diffusion rate obeys
Fick s law

C, '=kr+C, '(t=0) . (10) (14)

This equation can be conveniently displayed as a straight
line in a 1/Cl against t plot; k will then be the slope of
this line (see, e.g., Fig. 4).

where J„ is the number of molecules crossing unit area in
unit time, D is the diffusion coefficient, and X is the
number of molecules per unit volume. For classical

TABLE I. The thermal diffusion coefficient D of Hz at different volumes and temperatures. F. is
the activation energy.

D (cmz/sec)
V

(cm /mol)

23
20
17.5

180'
420'

1500b

5 g10-"
5 X10-4'

~ 1~10-'~

3~ 10-"
3 &&10-zI

3 ~10-"
1 X10—z

5 X10-"

T=37 K

'Experimental results from Ref. 27.
'Extrapolated.
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FIG. 5. Experimental results of Schmidt' for the ortho-para
conversion in solid H& at 12, 4.2, and 1.57 K.

B. Clustering of J= 1 molecules at low temperature

At sufficiently low temperature quantum diffusion be-
comes important. The J=1 rotational excitations can
hop from one lattice site to another. The attractive elec-
tric quadrupole-quadrupole (EQQ) interaction between
J= 1 pairs is responsible for clustering of J= 1 molecules
which increases the conversion rate. Figure 5 shows the
result of conversion measurements at 1.57 K by
Schmidt. ' The enhanced conversion at this temperature,
in comparison with conversion at 4.2 K, can be seen very
clearly.

C. Solidification of an ortho-para mixture
followed by quenching

%'hite' and Gaines' report an experiment where they
were able to detect a phase separation in a Hz-D2 mixture
by calorimetric and visual observation. When they slowly
cooled down a liquid mixture and solidification already
had started» the remalnlng 11qu1d had an enriched Hp con-
tent. Consequently after complete solidification the solid
contained H2-rich and D2-rich phases. Warming up
again, the H2-rich phase melted first, which was detected
by a significantly lower melting temperature than could
be expected from the freezing temperature.

thermal diffusion D is related to the activation energy E
for self-diffusion by

8 (15)

For Hz, Ebner and Sung" find in the high-temperature
llml't D0=2X 10 cm /sec. Table I gives D calculated
from Eq. (15) as a function of volume and temperature.

Schmidt'0 found the following limits for the diffusion
rate with respect to ortho species: D&10 ' cm /sec,
random distribution; D ~10 cm /sec, the lattice is to-
tally frozen. He also measured the zero-pressure conver-
sion at different temperatures with the result that at 4.2 K
conversion can be accurately represented by the random
distribution (see Fig. 5).
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FIG. 6. The isochore cell mounted in the cryogenic environ-
ment.

%hite and Gaines only did experiments on H2-D2 mix-
tures, but there is experimental evidence that 0-Hq and p-
H2 have a similar behavior. This wiH be discussed when
we compare the conversion rates of several authors with
ouf s.

We propose the following picture for the solidification
of a liquid 0-H2 and p-Hz mixture: Because of the higher
melting temperature, '"' ortho-H2 will tend to solidify
first, which means that the remaining liquid will be en-
riched with p-Hz. After complete solidification and suffi-
cient time, diffusion will tend to establish a random distri-
bution. However, if the sample is cooled down immedi-
ately below the temperature where diffusion is efficient,
the partial phase separation will be conserved.

This separation is also favored by pressure. In a previ
ous paper we determined the contribution of o-H2 mole-
cules to the pressure, which carne out to be negative and
nonlinear in concentration. With Table I of this reference
one can calculate that a n-Hz solid at 18 cm /mol and
T =8 K with a perfectly separated ortho and para phase
will have a pressure 6 bars lower than the same solid



ORTHO-PARA CONVERSION OP SOLID HYDROGEN AS A. . .

Cl(t =0)
(%)

7 +0

75+0—5

+0
—5

C((t =tr,„)
(%)

17.4+O.S

17.6+0.5

18.5+0.5

%'j,thoQf, sepaI'Rf ioQ.
Also the resulting ortho-para conversion rate is quite

different if phase separation occurs because the rate is
proportional to the number of J=1 pairs. In a complete-
ly random distribution the number of pairs is proportional
to C~ [see Eq. (10)], whereas in a solid with perfect
separation of phases there is linear proportionality to C~.
For a normal-Hz sample with C& ———,, the average conver-
sion rate for the entire sample in the case of perfect
separation will be —, of that with a random distribution.

We conclude this section by noting that Krause and
Swenson' have observed an ortho-para conversion anom-

aly tn solid hydrogen under pressure at elevated tempera-
tures. Unfortunately, we have made no long-time studies
of the conversion rate at these temperatures and are un-
able to shed any light on their unexplained observations.

The conversion constant k as a function of molar
volume has been determined by two types of experiments.
As pointed out in the preceding section, it is of great im-
portance to measure this conversion in a sample with a
random distribution of the J=1 molecules. Therefore,

lt ~ q q
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FIG. 7. ThC 1Hgh-PfCSSUrC RMQSIl SCRttCAIlg CCH.
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FIG. 10. Result of the spectroscopic concentration measure-
ments. Arrows indicate the warming up of the sample: run V.

FIG. 8. The experimental Raman scattering setup.

the thermal treatment of the sample should be chosen so
that at least in the beginning and every 10—20 h (depend-

ing on the conversion rate) thermal diffusion is effective.
The first type of measurement, runs I, II, and III,

wlllc11 werc done 111 thc lsocllorc cc11 (Flg. 6}, glvcs tllc
average resu1t for conversion over a typical period of 100
h. Virgin samples of the n-H2, from a Mattheson ul-

trahigh purity cylinder with pressure 200 bars, were intro-
duced in the high-pressure system and pressurized to the
final pressure within 30 mins. Thereafter the pressure of
the solid sample was measured as a function of tempera-
ture. In this way, the sample was periodically warmed up
to about 5 K below the melting temperature. Immediately
after the last pressure measurement, the sample was melt-
ed and three different gas samples were taken to deter-
mine the C~ concentration spectroscopically. The molar
volume was determined by measuring the melting tem-
perature and the use of the tables given in Ref. 9. The re-
sults of these three runs are summarized in Table II,
where the errors are also given due to uncertainty in the
initial concentration [which could differ from normal
concentration (Cl ——0.75) due to catalytic conversion],
and the error due to uncerta~n~y in the final concentration
measurement.

The second type of experiment, runs IV to VIII, is the

best experimental manner to directly measure the concen-
tration Cl as a function of time. One measures the Ra-
man llltcnsltlcs of t1lc J=0~2 aIld J=1~3 tlallsl'tlolls,

which are proportional to the concentration of J=0 and
J=1 molecules. There is no need for any absolute cali-
bration, unlike other measurements, e.g., NMR, ' because
only the relative intensities enter into the formula, Eq.
(16), for the calculation of the concentration.

%'e used the Raman scattering cell shown in Fig. 7 and
measured Cl as a function of time at the same molar
volume as our isochore measurements. Figure 8 gives a
view of the optical Raman scattering system. Light from
an argon-ion laser (Spectra Physics 165, output typically 1

W at 514.5 nm} enters the top window of the Raman
scattering cell via several dielectric reflectors. The light
scattered under 90' is co11ected and focused on the en-

trance slit of a double monochromator (Spex 1401). Fi-
nally the light intensity is measured by means of a cooled
photomultiplier tube (RCA 31034), which is connected to
an SSR photon-counting system via a pre-amplifier-
discriminator. The output is recorded on a dual-pen
recorder.

The concentration C, can be determined from the rela-
tive intensities of the rotational Raman 1ines, IO2 and IIS.
(Ik is the Raman intensity of the J=i~k transition. )

The following relation between these intensities and the
concentration can be derived

20
10 20 IO 50

FIG. 9. Result of the spectroscopic concentration measure-
ments. Arrows indicate the warming up of the sample: run IV.

FIG. 11. Result of the spectroscopic concentration measure-

ments. Arrows indicate the warming up of the sample: run VI.
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TABLE III. Summary of the results of runs IV to VIII.

FIG. 12. Result of the spectroscopic concentration measure-
ments: run VII.

IV

20.9
18
14.5

4.30+0.44
3.39+0.04

4.48+0.2
4.04+0.11
4.52+0.28
4.18+0.13
2.30+0.03
3.78+0.12
5.30+0.49

k different
because of real
physical effect

k different due to
statistical error

Cp ——1 —C)

/I,
Ioz/I03+ (5&/3)/[(co —mo2)/(co —m~3) f

where ~ is the laser angular frequency, cooq and co~3 are the
rotational transition angular frequencies, and v=0.597 at
T =293 K and ~=1 for T ~~68/kz, 8/kz ——85.4 K.

Figures 9 to 13 show the results of the Raman scatter-
ing measurements. Arrows indicate the time of warming
up to a few degrees below the melting temperature. The
straight hnes are a weighted computer fit through the
measured points. The weight was determined assuming
that the relative intensities Ioz/I)3 could be measured
with equal relative precision at the concentrations we have
chosen. To give some impression for the weight in Fig. 9,
we have drawn some error bars at different concentra-
tions, which correspond to a constant relative error of 1%
in the relative intensities.

Table III summarizes the results of runs IV to VIII and
also gives the resulting error for the conversion constant.
The volumes are determined by measuring the melting
temperature and the use of the tables given in Ref. 9.

IV. CQMPARISQN GF THE RESULTS
AND DISCUSSIQN

With the experimental results from the preceding sec-
tion we are able to display the conversion rate as a func-
tion of density (Fig. 14). In this plot we also include the
experimental determinations of other authors.

(a) The most extensive measurements at zero pressure
were made by Schmidt' by NMR. He gets a conversion
rate of k =1.90+0.03%/h, which is determined at three
temperatures over a time range of circa 900 h. He is in
agreement with most of the previous experiments (see
references in his paper).

(b) Ahlers' determined the conversion rate at three
densities by measurement of the heat conduction of a
gaseous sample before and after solidification. We have
Hlade a SIIlall correctioIl to his IDolar volUIDes, ln order to
get the correct volume for n-H2 at zero pressure:
V=22. 91 cm /mol. '

(c) Pedroni et al. have made measurements by means
of NMR and a piston-pressure technique. The most re-
markable feature in their result is a double peak in the
plot of the conversion I'ate against density. The calcula-
tion of Ber1insky shows qualitative agreement with these
results, but there remain some unexplained differences.

(d) Silvera et al. ' have measured the conversion rate by
means of Raman scattering in the same experimental set-

~00

(

a our data
a Ahters

SltYera et al,
x Pedro@i et at.

Schmidt
v jochernsen
e EIUzerak, Meyer

X

X
x

x
x

ti
0 2 0 6 8 'to 12 'tA 't6 18 20

t (h)

FIG.. 13. Result of the spectroscopic concentration measure-
ments. Arrows indicate the warming up of the sample: run
VIII.

I

't.3 't J
P/Po

FIG. 14. TIM H2 conversion rate as a function of density.



30

up as we have used. In the first 25 hours they found irre-
gularities in the measurement of the concentration, pmb-
ably due to a periodic warming up of the sample to just
below the melting temperature, We could observe the
same effect in our run V (see Fig. 10). From 25 to 200 h
they found a constant value, k =3.56+0.06%/h. We
have redetermined their density by comparing their pho-
non frequency with the most recent calibration by Lassche
ct al. and get V =18.9 cm /mol.

(e) Jochemsen ' has done conversion measurements at
four densities. He determined the concentration of his
samples before and after sohdlficatlon by means of Ra-
InRI1 scattering of gas salllplcs.

(f) Buzerak and Meyer have made conversion mea-
surements from 0 to 1300bars.

There is qualitative agreement over the whole pressure
range. When comparing this set of data, it should be
pointed out that the determination of the conversion rate
by means of Raman scattering is the most rehable one, be-
cause all parameters can be controlled and measured
p pg sl tQ. Raman scattcrlQg glvcs R contlQUous measure-
ment of the concentration Ci with very low scatter in the
results, typically in the order of 0.5% (see Figs. 9—12).
The problem of catalytic conversion in the liquid sample
in the short time of preparing the solid does not affect: the
results, because no assumptions about the initial concen-
tx'ation Rrc made. All systematic errors can bc avoldcd oI'

at least detected by proper thermal treatment. The densi-

ty can be determined by rneasurlng the meltmg tempera-
tUI'c and Using thc volumes along thc melting linc Rs glvcn
in Ref. 9 with an error smaller than 1%. The error bars
in our results as given in Table III are therefore mainly a
consequence of the number of measured Raman spectra in
each run. These are small and do not suffer from sys-
tcInatlc cll'oI's possible ill otllci" Illcthods of dctcl'lllllllllg
the concentration.

Although at least qualitative agreement is found among
all data, the results of Pedroni et aI. show, in the density
region for p/po from 1.2 to 1.4, a deviation well outside
their stated error bars. In this context our run IV, Fig. 9,
is remarkable. Here we measured two different conver-
sion rates in the same sample. In the first few hours the
conversion rate agrees with the results of Pedmni et al.
whereas thereafter conversion is reduced by more than
20% for the rest of the experiment, now agreeing with our
other experimental conversion rates.

%C think that this higher conversion rate is due to a
nonrandom dlsfrlbutlon of tlM J= 1 pairs Rs discussed ill
Sec. II. In fact, the samples of Pedroni et al. were solidi-
fied at zem pressure and thereafter compressed to higher
densities. It may have been possible that the just-
solidified sample had a concentration gradient and that
there was not sufficient time for thermal diffusion at low
densities. Once at higher densities, the sample tempera-
tulc of 4.2 K docs Ilot Rllow diffusloI1.

Our run IV caQ bc explained by si1Tlilar RrgUITlcnts.
The sample wRs quickly fIozcD RQd cooled down to nearly
4.2 K. At a certain moment, because of slight warming
up of the sample, the distribution of the J=1 pairs prob-
ably changed to random with a resulting reduction of the
convcl sion I'Rtc.

The presence of inhomogeneities in concentration C,
has been seen directly several times in our experiments.
In our high-pressure cell (see Fig. 7) we measure the con-
centration of our sample only in a small region formed by
the focused laser beam, a cylinder of about 50 pm length.
Our total sample, however, has a length of a few cm. In-
llolilogcllcltlcs of R salllplc 111 tllc beginning of Rll cxpcI1-
ment could be detected by measuring the concentration
before and after warming up. In this way the concentra-
tion in the region of the laser focus changed several per-
cent ln R short time. This can be scen ln Figs. 9, 10, and
13.

The results of Jochemsen ' show a fairly large deviation
from other results. This can be explained by the fact that
he had no control on the distribution of J=1 pairs in his
experiments. His samples were in the ordered fcc phase at
low temperature for long periods, where thermal diffusion
is practically zero, but where quantum diffusion could be
important. The influence of the structural change from
hcp to fcc ordered on the conversion rate is also unknown.

As a coQcluslon wc sUggcst thc sohd linc ln Flg. 14 as
the most realistic one for random conversion. Especially
our three data points at about pjpo ——1.30, measured with
two different methods over a time range of days and
which are in essential agreement, give experimental evi-
dence for the reliability of our data.

Above p/po ——1.4 we have only one data point with fair-
ly large error bars, which is in agreement with the data of
Pedroni ct al. Their data points seem to be a correct ex-
tension of low-density measurements, and are also in
agreement with those of Ahlers' and at least qualitatively
with those of Jochemsen. ' We therefore suggest in this
region the dashed line as an average of all data. We can
not give an explanation why some of the data points of
Pedroni et al. seem to deviate from this line. Detailed in-
formation (which is not given in Ref. 3 and 23) about the
experimental pmcedure and the thermal history of the dif-
ferent samples is required. However, we have suggested
some possible sources of difficulty.

ID R pI'cvloUs work, Bcrlinsky, showed that thc dip ln
thc convcI's1on I'Rtc obsclvcd by Pcdroni et QI. Could be
explained by a dip in the theoretical density of one-
phonon states (see Fig. 16). here we show that the absence
of such a dip as presented in Fig. 14 is in agreement with
the experimental phonon density of states. Berlinsky cal-
culated the conversion rate from the phonon density of
states. We prefer the inverse procedure. The phonon den-
sity of states then can be compared with experimental
and theoretical results.

Foi tllls calclllatloll wc usc Eq. (9), wlllcll lclatcs tllc
conversion rate and the phonon density of states. As this
cqUatloI1 1Qcludcs oDly onc-phonon processes» wc subtIRct
thc two-phonon contributloIl to thc convcI'sion late, which
is significant only in the low-density region (see Sec. II).
Thc I'csults Rlc plotted ln Figs. 15 Rnd 16» which show thc
onc-phonon dcnslty of states as R function of cIlcI'gy. Two



30 ORTHO-PARA CONVERSION OF SOLID HYDROGEN AS A. . .

L-
CD

D

UJ

da ta point s 0 THIS 0/ORK

AHLERS

X PEDRONI FT AL.

v JOCHEMSEN

~ ~

II
I

UJ
2

X P EDRO NI ET AL.

JOCHEM SE N q
, 1

I

I~l
i

I

I

I

I

i

l

V

I

data points 0 THIS CWORK

C3 AHI ERS

0 20 ljP 60 80

E {cm 1)

I

100 20

E (cm-')

100

FIG. 15. The one-phonon density of states: solid line, our re-
sult; dashed line, Stein et al. {Ref.24); dashed-dotted line, Bick-
erman et al. (Ref. 24); dotted line, Balasubramanian et al. (Ref.
25).

different experimental densities of states are shown in Fig.
15, measured by neutron scattering " and infrared absorp-
tion and a theoretical 6 density, Fig. 16, together with
our calculated density of states. The g(E) is given in ar-
bitrary units, but for all curves, the area under the curve
{the total density of states) is nearly the same. Our
result —solid line —which is a transformation of the
smooth line in Fig. 14, compares well with the other ex-
perimental densities of states. The rather significant
high-energy tail, which is attributed to anharmonic ef-
fects, is remarkable. Also plotted are the transformed
data points by different authors with the same symbols as
in Fig. 14. The peak of Pedroni et al. ' at about 70 cm
seems to be less probable in comparison with the other

FIG. 16. The one-phonon density of states: solid line, our re-
sult; dashed line, theoretical result from Klump et al. (Ref. 26).

densities of states.
As a conclusion we find that Berlinsky's model applied

to our experimental results gives a realistic phonon densi-
ty of states, in agreement with other experimental results.
We take this as a confirmation of our experimental re-
sults, and the theoretical model proposed by Berlinsky.
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