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Surface electronic structure of rhodium (100)
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The electronic structure of the (100) surface of rhodium has been calculated theoretical-

ly using the self-consistent local-orbital method. As in our earlier calculations on d-band

metal surfaces [Cu(100), Ni(100), Pd(100), and Ag(100)] we find a large percentage of the
surface electrons of Rh{100) are in surface states. In addition to presenting the band

structure and total densities of states (DOS), we analyze the Rh(100) electronic structure
in a new fashion by calculating annular densities of states. These annular densities of
states, which are the appropriate quantities to compare with photoemission data collected

by cylindrical mirror analyzers {CMA), show distinctive features related to the restricted
regions of k

~~
space which they sample. The results suggest that considerable care must

be taken in comparing CMA spectra with DOS. k~~-selected densities of states (DOS) are
given for k~~ along the 1 —X[110]and I —M[100] directions. The strong variation of
the k~~-selected DOS with k

~~
shows that a large part of the variation of surface-state

peak heights with angle in angular photoemission can be due to initial DOS variation.
The strong DOS variation with mirror plane symmetry shows that it is important to use
polarized light.

I. INTRODUCTION II. Rh(100) ELECTRONIC STRUCTURE

As part of a continuing study of the electronic
structure of d-band metal surfaces we have carried
out a calculation of the electronic structure of
Rh(100) using our self-consistent local-orbital
(SCLO) method. In previous calculations on

Cu(100),' Ni(100), Ag(100), and Pd(100), we

found that substantial fractions of the surface layer
electrons occupied surface states or surface reso-
nances. A similar situation is found also for
Rh(100), and we have been able to show a correla-
tion between the fraction of electrons in surface
states in the surface layer and surface potential
shifts. Here we describe and present the results of
the Rh(100) calculation. In Sec. II we give a brief
account of the calculational method and present

the electronic structure of Rh(100) in the form of
the two-dimensional band structure with surface

states delineated, and planar and total densities of
states (DOS). In Sec. III we present the k~~-

selected densities of states of Rh(100) and in Sec.
IV we calculate for the first time densities of states

selected from annular rings in reciprocal space.

These ring DOS select those initial states which

contribute to the signal collected by a cylindrical

mirror analyzer with its axis perpendicular to the

sample surface.

The SCLO method, as applied to Cu(10()), has
been described in detail. Rh is a 4d metal and
therefore requires a larger number of more com-
plex atomic orbitals than does the 3d metal Cu. In
fitting the atomic orbitals, we used 13 s-type, 9 @-

type, and 7 d-type Gaussian orbitals; the same as
for Pd and Ag and two more of each angular
momentum type than for copper. The 5p, 5d, and
6s orbitals were constructed exactly as the 4p, 4d,
and 5s orbitals were for copper. The atomic poten-
tial fits used 16 instead of 14 Gaussians. In the
atomic calculation upon which these fits were
based we used a 4d 5s' configuration. The 3d and
4d metal calculations are analogous in other
respects. The same number of components are
used in the Fourier transforms and the mesh size
used in computing transforms of the difference

1

charge density was again chosen to be» of the

lattice constant.
For Cu(100) and Ni(100) we used a nine-plane

slab to ensure a slab sufficiently thick to study sur-
face states. However, comparison of seven- and
nine-plane results for Cu(100) has convinced us
that seven planes gives essentially the same
surface-state density as nine planes. Accordingly,
as a matter of economy, we have chosen to limit
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FIG. 3. Self-consistent conduction-band electronic

charge density for a seven-layer Rh(100) film plotted on
a plane perpendicular to the surface and passing
through a line connecting a surface atom with one of its
near neighbors in the second plane of atoms. The units

of charge density are 3.44&(10 a.u. Charge densities
on successive contours are in the ratio ~2. The small

hemispherical contours in the d-electron region at each
atomic site enclose local maxima in the charge density.

FIG. 2. Surface band structure along high-symmetry
directions for the seven-plane Rh(100) slab. The open
circles represent states on the 45 k ll-point mesh which
are highly localized in the surface plane of the slab.

Rh(100). To our knowledge no experim'ental deter-
mination has been reported. Work functions from
our previous calculations have been accurate to
within 0.3 eV.

Contours of the self-consistent Rh(100) conduc-
tion-band change density are plotted in Fig. 3.
The contours give the density in a plane perpendic-
ular to the surface and passing through nearest-

neighbor atoms in adjacent planes. The unfilled d
band is reflected in the evident lack of spherical
symmetry in the d-electron change density. Also
notable is the marked similarity of the surface
plane and interior plane d-electron change densi-
ties.

Owing to a programming error which produced
a spurious exchange-correlation potential, an initial
calculation for Rh(100) was slightly in error. The
principal differences between those Rh(100) results
in Ref. 6 and the results reported here are that the
d bands were 5% wider, and 27% of the surface
plane electrons were in surface states compared
with 23% reported here.

We reported in Ref. 6 core shifts evaluated at I .
We have found for the 4d metals, however, that
the highest core levels exhibit non-negligible band-
widths (up to 0.2 eV). The correlation with
surface-state densities discussed in Ref. 6 still
holds if one uses average core band energies, how-

ever. The physical basis of the correlation is that
there is an average upward shift of the potential in

going from bulk sites to surface sites. A more ac-
curate measure of this shift is to take the differ-
ence between the diagonal potential matrix ele-

ments of the spherically symmetric 4s core orbitals
on the central and surface planes. When this is
done we find the matrix-element differences to be
Rh (0.52 eV), Ag (0.50 eV), and Pd (0.39 eV)
which correlate well with the surface-state frac-
tions which are Rh (23%), Ag (22%), and Pd
(19%).

III. kll-SELECTED DENSITIES OF. STATES

The DOS of Fig. 1 are obtained from a uniform
average over the two-dimensional Brillouin zone.
In angle-resolved ultraviolet photoemission
(ARUP) experiments, however, the initial states
which contribute to the photoemission signal all lie
in a small region of the zone centered at some kll.
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In Ref. 5 we have described a procedure for com-
puting k~~-selected DOS, i.e., DOS arising from
states located in a small square centered at some

k~~, and have discussed their relation to ARUP
data.

k ~~-selected DOS have previously been calculated
for Ag(100) (Ref. 4) and Pd(100).' We follow the
same procedure that was used in those calculations
and present k~~-selected DOS along the high-
symmetry directions 1 -M and I -X for Rh(100).
For k~~ vectors along these mirror plane directions,
the wave functions are either even or odd with
respect to mirror plane reflection. %'e compute
DOS for each symmetry because they can be
separated experimentally using polarized light in
angular photoemission. Also, we can determine
projections of k~t-selected DOS on atomic planes.
This allows one to identify peaks associated with
surface-state bonds. Direct transition effects will

cause measured spectra to look somewhat different
from the DOS. This will not be true for surface-
state or adsorbate bands. Surface states are diffi-
cult to find experimentally on metals because there
is no bulk band gap. Locating surface-state peaks
in k~~-selected DOS may facilitate their location in

angular photoemission spectra. The identification
of a peak in a photoemission spectrum as being
due to a surface-state band can be checked by
varying the photon energy and making sure the
peak does not shift in energy. This applies equally
to the identification of adsorbate bands.

In Figs. 4—7 we present (occupied) k~~-selected
DOS along the mirror plane directions projected on
the central plane of the slab and projected on the
surface plane of the slab. The central plane projec-
tions represent bulk contributions, while the sur-
face plane projections emphasize surface-state con-
tributions.

These figures show that there are similarities be-

tween the central plane results, which are represen-
tative of the bulk, and the surface plane results.
There are also marked differences which are pri-
marily due to surface states. In Figs. 5 and 7 we
have noted with arrows peaks in the surface plane
DOS which are much smaller in the central or are
not present at all. We hope that identifying
surface-state features in the DOS in this manner
will help experimentalists isolate surface-state
bands. Once candidate peaks are observed in the

appropriate energy and momentum range, they

may be confirmed as surface features by varying

the pPoton energy and making certain these peaks

do not disperse with kz.
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FIG. 4. k~~-selected densities of states for Rh(100)
central plane, (100) azimuth.

IV. ANNULAR DENSITIES OF STATES

The DOS presented in Sec. II are a uniform

average over electron states in k~~ space. It is corn-

mon to compare such DOS with angle-averaged
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FIG. 5. k ~~-selected densities of states for Rh(100)
surface plane, (100) azimuth. The arrows indicate peaks
which either do not exist in the central (bulk) plane, or
are much smaller there.
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FIG. 6. k~~-selected densities of states for Rh(100)
central plane, (110) azimuth.

photoemission spectra obtained with cylindrical
mirror analyzer (CMA) detectors. These compar-
isons are not really appropriate since the initial
states which contribute to the CMA signal lie in
annular region of k~~ space which depends on the
orientation of the analyzer axis relative to the sur-
face normal.

In this section we compute annular DOS for
Rh(100) which correspond to the regions of k~~

space sampled by the popular physical electronics
double-pass CMA oriented with its axis normal to
the surface and operating at 16.7-, 21.2-, and 40.8-

eV photon energies. The physical electronics CMA
at narrow aperture, when oriented with its axis
normal to the surface, accepts electrons with k
vectors lying outside a cone with normal axis and

generating angle of 39.3, and inside a cone with
normal axis and generating angle 45.3. For elec-
trons of initial energy EI the region of k~~ space
which contributes to the CMA signal is an annular

ring centered at the origin with inner boundary of
radius

k;„=[2(bee+El)]' 'sin(39. 3 )

and center boundary of radius

kmax = [2(beg+El )]'~2sin(45. 3 ), (2)
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FIG. '7. k~~-selected densities of states for Rh(100)
surface plane, (110) azimuth. The arrows indicate peaks
which either do not exist in the central (bulk) plane, or
are much smaller there.

where hco is the photon energy. In (1) and (2) en-

ergies are measured in Hartrees.
The rings which correspond to 16.7-, 21.2-, and

40.8-eV photons and a midband EI of —7 eV are
shown in Fig. 8 along with their mappings into the
first Brillouin zone. The annular DOS are com-

puted using a Monte Carlo technique. Random

points, chosen uniformly over the first two Bril-

louin zones, are mapped, if necessary, into the
equivalent points inside the first Brillouin zone.
Quadratic interpolation is used to determine the
eigenvalues from the previously tabulated solutions

at 45 regularly spaced points covering the irreduci-

ble —, of the Brillouin zone. Each energy thus ob-

tained is substituted into (1) and (2) and only those

states are kept which fall inside the annular ring

thus defined. The density of such states is then

constructed as described in Ref. 2.
Annular DOS for the seven-plane slab and the

three-photon energies are shown in Fig. 9. Marked
deviations from the total DOS of Fig. 1 are ap-

parent in the 16.7- and 21.2-eV spectra whereas the
40.8-eV DOS is much more like the total. This is

basically a consequence of the fact that the annulus

area increases with photon energy coupled with the
fact that, at higher energies, mapping back into the
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FIG. 9. Annular DOS for the three-photon energies.

0

FIG. 8. Annular regions of k~I space from which
electrons collected by a CMA analyzer originate. The
regions are shown for three-photon energies with a ini-

tial state energy of —7 eV. Shaded regions are ma—P-

pings of the annuli into the first Brillouin zone.

first Brillouin zone tends to cause the zone to be
sampled more uniformly. These two effects are
manifest in Fig. 9. Another effect is that, for
fixed photon energy, the annular area decreases as
the initial state energy decreases producing a ten-

dency toward decreasing DOS magnitude with de-

creasing initial energy. This may be the reason the
40.8-eV DOS has an overall "trapezoidal" shape in

contrast to the "rectangular" shape of the total
DOS. The effect increases with decreasing photon
energy and therefore is operative at the two lower
photon energies. For these, however, the effort
may be masked by the highly nonuniform sam-

pling of the Brillouin zone. For both lower ener-

gies, the region at the zone near I is not sampled,
leading to a complete absence of s-electron density
below the d band.

The above results show that the effects of non-

uniform sampling by CMA detectors qualitatively
affects the density of initial states which contribute
to the photoemission signal and should be taken
into account in comparing theory and experiment,
particularly at low photon energies.

%hen certain spectral features originate from lo-
calized regions of the Brillouin zone the CMA may
miss them entirely. An example is the predicted
surface state at M in Cu(100) (Refs. 1 and 2) which
was subsequently seen in ARUP experiments.
It, however, would not contribute to the signal of a
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CMA when oriented with its axis normal for the
three energies considered above since M is not sam-

pled under these conditions.
We note finally that normal orientation of a

CMA produces the most localized sampling of the
Brillouin zone since each irreducible octant is sam-

pled identically. Nonnormal orientation will cause
the octants to be sampled differently thus produc-
ing a less-localized sampling.

Note added in proof. Subsequent to the comple-

tion of this calculation, Galen B. Fisher measured

the work function of Rh(100). His value of
4.6+0.1 eV is in good agreement with our predict-
ed value of 4.8 eV.
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