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The scattering of the conduction electrons by magnetic ions in the spin-glass phase in the
presence of a magnetic field has been investigated. The transverse magnetoresistance of spin-
glasses has been calculated using the method of the double-time Green’s function and the
Kubo-Greenwood formula. The higher-order Green’s functions have been decoupled into the
lower-order Green’s functions using Nagaoka’s decoupling approximation. In the first approxi-
mation we have neglected the correlation function describing the quasibound states between the
conduction electron and the impurity spin. The self-energy of the Green’s function has been
obtained to the second order in normal and exchange interactions ¥ and J, respectively. It is
found that the self-energy consists of two parts: one involving the spin-glass order parameter Q
and the other spin-deviation correlation function. An expression for the transverse magne-
toresistance has been obtained by evaluating the relaxation time at the Fermi surface.

I. INTRODUCTION

Much interest has been generated in recent years
in the alloys like AuFe, CuMn, etc. A sharp cusp' in
the static susceptibility has been discovered with the
magnetic impurity concentration in the range 0.1-10
at.%. The system is supposed to undergo a new kind
of magnetic phase transition called spin-glass at a
characteristic temperature 7,. There are some other
experiments indicating a sharp change of physical
behavior at T, e.g., Mdssbauer effect,? Hall effect,’
and muon depolarization.* In contrast to this a broad
maximum appears in the specific heat.> The electrical
resistivity® also has a broad maximum at a tempera-
ture T,, which is higher than T,. Neutron scattering
measurements’ do not indicate any long-range mag-
netic order below T,. There are some other mea-
surements also which show a smooth behavior
around Tj, e.g., thermoelectric power,! ultrasonic
velocity,® and NMR.°

The above transition appears to be very sensitive to
the external magnetic fields. The susceptibility, the
Hall effect, and the muon depolarization peaks are all
smoothed out even at a field of a few hundred gauss.
So the study of magnetoresistance should be useful
in understanding the spin-glass phase.

Several workers!® have measured the magnetoresis-
tance of spin-glasses. Recently Nigam and Majum-
dar!! have made systematic studies of the transverse
magnetoresistance (TMR) in AuFe, 4gMn, CuMn,
and AuMn systems. The general features are almost
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the same for all the systems studied. The magne-
toresistance is negative at all temperatures and fields
H. 1t is quadratic in H at low fields and fairly in-
dependent of temperature below the freezing tem-
perature. The TMR may be fitted to Apy/po
=—a(T)H", where a(T) is a temperature-dependent
factor, n =2 for low fields and » < 2 for higher
fields.

In this paper we have attempted to explain the
above results on the magnetoresistance within the
framework of the Edwards and Anderson (EA)
model.!? Taking a symmetric Gaussian distribution
of exchange forces, Edwards and Anderson could
demonstrate within a novel form of mean-field
theory that a quenched system undergoes a thermo-
dynamic phase transition at a characteristic tempera-
ture T,. They introduced an order parameter Q and
identified the new phase with the spin-glass. This
model has been further studied by several au-
thors.*1 Much activity'® is still going on to im-
prove the model. The EA model explains the cusp in
the static susceptibility of spin-glasses, but it also
predicts sharp cusp in the specific heat, contrary to
the experimental observation. It is therefore still
necessary to test this model for other experimental
observations. With this point in view we have
presently undertaken work on the magnetoresistance.
Our plan of the paper is as follows: in Sec. II we use
the method of double-time Green’s function to calcu-
late self-energy of the conduction electron in the
presence of magnetic field. In Sec. III the spin devia-
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tion correlation function is evaluated, while in Sec.
IV we calculate the transverse magnetoresistance for
small magnetic field, and compare it with the experi-
mental findings of Nigam and Majumdar.!!

II. FORMULATION

Let us consider a system of noninteracting conduc-
tion electrons and a small concentration of impurities
with localized magnetic moment. The interaction
between electrons and the magnetic impurities is
described by the usual normal and s-d exchange com-
ponents. In addition there is a magnetic field also ap-
plied in the z direction. The corresponding Hamil-
tonian is described by!’

Vo i(k-¥" %
H= Eek,ak',ak,+——- 3 e Jafa '
ks

kk'.sj
J i(x-¥"-K + t
*-]\7 E,e ’[(ak,ak,l~ak1ak/l)S}
kk',j
t + t —
+ak;ak,ISj +ak;akllSj ]
—gusH 387 . 1)
J

The first term is the Hamiltonian for the electrons in

—

Vo i(X-T)- K
=8, +— e jG
(w) =3, N 5

(w— ekT)Gk]k'[

a7 N

the magnetic field H such that e =#2k2/2m

— Er— upsH, and are measured from the Fermi ener-
gy Er. The quantities akT, and ay, are, respectively,
the creation and annihilation operators for the wave
vector k and spin s. The second and third terms are
normal and exchange interactions with the strengths
Vo and J, respectively, and are assumed to be in-
dependent of k and k'. N is the total number of elec-
trons. The last term describes the interaction of
magnetic impurity (spin operator S) with the magnet-
ic field H acting in the z direction. The summation j
runs over the impurity sites.

To investigate the effect of magnetic field on the
resistivity in the spin-glass phase we follow the two-
time Green’s-function method as used by Fullen-
baum and Falk.!® We define the retarded double-
time single-particle Green’s function!® for s =s' =1

Gm/‘(t)=—i0(t)([ak,(t),a,:,I(O)h) , (2)
where the average ( - - - ) is taken over the grand
canonical ensemble and 6(¢) is the step function.
The equation of motion for the Fourier transform

G = [ G (D a 3

is given by

J K=K y
Ee [thk'T(w) +Mqlk’1(w)] . (4)

Here we have introduced the Fourier transform of the two higher-order Green’s functions,

) () =—i6(1) ([a”(t)Sf,a:,T 0)1)
and
M:lk,](t)=—/9(t)([a,,l(t)S,‘(t),a:,’(O)]) ,

which obey the equations of motion

Yo
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(6)
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where we have used the notation (( - - - ) ), for the Fourier transform of the quantity —i8(¢) ([ 4 (#),B(0)1,)
and used the commutation relations

[S;.SF1=45% . [S}S71=25f5, . ®)

To solve Egs. (5)—(7) we now decouple the higher-order Green’s functions into the lower-order Green’s func-
tions. We have

({a,, (S5, (r)s;(z)|a,j,I (0))) = (5257 (<aq,,(z)laktI 0))) ,

((a, (DS7 (DSF(D]al, (0))) = (S]) ((a, (057 (D]l (D))
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+(agia)) ({a,m (DS (Da) (0))) .
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The thermal average (B4 ) appearing in the above decoupling approximation is related to the corresponding
Green’s function ((4|B)) by

(B4) == [ S (A1) wssem (418 do  S(@)=(eF4 D7, p=(aD™ 00

while decoupling the higher-order Green’s functions, we neglected correlation functions of the type (a:,taq” lSf),

as these describe quasibound states®® between the conduction electron and the impurity spin. Such states charac-
terize the Kondo effect and are responsible for the logarithmic divergence in the resistivity. The present decou-
pling scheme is therefore valid for temperatures greater than the Kondo temperature.
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From Egs. (6), (7), and (9) we get the following equations of motion for I‘J o (w) and M’
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In the above two equations if we put H =0 and hence (S7) =0 and add them together, we recover Nagaoka’s2’
equation (2.14) with m, +=0 in the single-impurity approximation.

The Egs. (4), (11), and (12) are the set of coupled equations. In principle these equations can be solved to
any desired order in ¥ and J. However, to get a closed equation for the Green’s function we solve Egs. (11)
and (12) to the first order in J and ¥, and substitute them in (4). Thus we obtain

k]kI

Vo ey =
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where we have introduced
qul (0) =(0—€)7,

Equation (13) can be solved by the use of the usu-
al multiple-scattering theory. However, in the spin-
glass phase each quantity appearing in the iterated
equation is to be exchange averaged. We note also
that Eq. (13) contains explicitly the spin correlation
function in the form of a scalar product. In the
spin-glass phase the spins are randomly locked in
space and no direction is preferred. For the exchange

wo=gusH, ng=afjag .

(13)

averaging we assume symmetric probability distribu-
tion P(J) =P(—Jy) and write

({8787 ) Lo =5Q (M, +1 (857587 )ay

(14)
[(S*SF) 1w =130 (H) M ()]s,

+ % {[ <8SJ+SSIT > ]av+ [ <8Sj—8Sj+> ]av}

»
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where M (H) =[(S7) 1. The subscripts “av’
denotes the exchange averaging and Q (H) and

M (H) are the spin-glass order parameter'* and mag-
netization, respectively, in the presence of the mag-
netic field. [(8S5,*8S,7)1,, is the spin-deviation corre-
lation function. In the spin-glass phase, the spin de-
viations are the diffusive modes?! and are important

|

Vé —2JVoM(H) +5Q(H) +Pj

at low temperatures only. Using (14), in the
multiple-scattering approximation, we obtain

[kakt(w)]av=[“’_Ekt_zkn(w)]_] , (15)

where 311(w) is the self-energy for the electron with
spin |, and to the first order in concentration C we
have

an(w) =

z|a

>

w — €qt

e %Q(H) —M(H) +2ny M (H) +%(P//_+PIJ_+)

w—fql""(z)o

(16)

In a similar manner one can write down the equation of motion of Gy« (w) for electron with spin |. The result-

ing expression for the self-energy 34);(w) comes out to be

Vé —2JVoM (H) +5Q (H) + P

; 2Q(H) +M(H) —2nM (H) + 5 (P}~ +P;*)

C
zku(a)) =‘1‘v" qz

W — €g)|

where
PE=1(8S5;35}) 1o »
7= (35] e (18)
PEF=[(8S5785%) 1, .

From (16) and (17) it is obvious that the self-energy
can be separated into two parts,

Z(m) = 2e|(w) +2inel(w) )

where 3. (w) is the elastic part of the self-energy
which arises from the scattering of conduction elec-

ksT |3 " PR 1 [
S(S+1)—-0(H)=——|— R2—
( )—Q(H) 7 [Q]
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-1
2

M(H) =
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lexp

where

P =(Jo/M +(gus/NH
and

A=/ksT)(Q/3)'R

It is not difficult to see that the above equations
reduce to those of Sherrington and Southern' in the
limit of P going to zero.

W~ €t — Wy

an

f

trons with the frozen-in impurity-spin moments. The
inelastic part of self-energy Zi,e( @) is due to the
scattering from the elementary spin excitations which
become important at well below the spin-glass transi-
tion temperature. For an explicit evaluation of the
self-energy 3(w), we require Q (H), M (H), and the
spin-deviation correlation function for the Heisenberg
spin system. For Q (H) and M (H) we have extend-
ed the work of Sherrington and Southern'* by includ-
ing an external magnetic field H. We get the follow-
ing coupled equations for Q (H) and M (H)%*:

1/2 3 12 12
| 7ol el el 7l

exp{—3 R- SB,(4) , (19)

SB,(4) , (20)

III. CALCULATION OF SPIN-DEVIATION
CORRELATION FUNCTIONS

To evaluate the contribution of elementary spin ex-
citations to the self-energy of the conduction elec-
tron, we define the following Green’s function:

G =[((388185 ) 1y - (¢3))]

The averages [ (85,18S,7) 1,y are related to the above
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Green’s function in the following way:

- + _L dw — .
[(85] SSI )]av— 271' f ep"‘—l [Gj/ (w+l€)

—-ij_(w—le)] .

(22)

Rivier? has argued that G;} () being dynamical
susceptibility of the spin-glass, is the Green’s func-
tion of a diffusion equation. The subscripts ‘‘av”’
denote the ensemble average over all possible impuri-
ty configurations. Now we define the space Fourier

An expression for G*7(g, w) has been given by
Rivier? in the absence of the magnetic field. Follow-
ing his approach, we find that, in the presence of the
magnetic field,

—iS?
Filw—w) +A(q)

Gt (g w)= , (24)
where wo=gugH, q labels the diffusive modes, and
A(g) = Aq? for small g. A is the diffusion constant.
The minus and plus signs in i (w — wg) apply to re-
tarded and advanced Green’s functions, respectively.
Similarly for G™*(q, ») we get an expression

—iS?

—+ —
transform 1 G *(q, w) (o Fo) 750 (25)
Gy (w) =N §G+_(‘1’ ) . (23) From (22), (24), and (25), we get
]
1 — —+ =S_2l dw 1 1
2(P/J +PJJ ) 27 2 qu eBe —1 “ w——w0+iA(q) + w—wo—/A(q)]
+ 1 (26)
wo+w+iA(g)  w+w—iA(g) ||

Let us now replace A(q) by Ag? and change the summation over ¢ by an integration. As the integral over q is
highly covergent, we extend the upper limit to infinity. The g integration leads to

1 L p- 0,52 dw ® — wp o+ wo

(P +P;) = 27

2( J’/ ” ) 8~2m2A32 ‘I: efe—1 lw—molm (w+wo)l/2 @n

[
where (1, is the atomic volume. In the limit wo=0, and spin-down electrons. The average ( - - - ) is de-
(27) reduces to fined as
- Qatsz _ afi
ij = 6"2\/51\3/2 (kBT)3/2J3/2 N (28) (0i> = fO 651. déi , (30)

where in which f+ is the Fermi distribution function and e+

(T xax  _5y,3
Ja/z—j:(ex_l)(l_e_x) r()u)

with T a y function {(#) a Riemann { function.
Since the resistivity is proportional to the imaginary
part of the self-energy, Rivier’s® result, ie., p < 7%/,
automatically follows from (16) and (28).

IV. MAGNETORESISTANCE

The magnetoresistance is calculated from the for-
mula

6mim 1
H) =
P ==y (29)

where 74 and 7_ are the relaxation times for spin-up

is the sum total of kinetic and Zeeman electron ener-
gies measured from the Fermi surface. However in
the present calculation we shall replace the averages
(7+) and (7_) by their values at the Fermi surface.
In doing so only slight error appears in the calculation
of p(H) as shown by Béal-Monod and Weiner?* in
their calculation of magnetoresistance for normal
transition-metal alloys. Our calculation for p(H),
therefore, reduces to the evaluation of the relaxation
times 74 and 7_ at the Fermi surface. The relaxation
time 7 is given by the self-energy >(w) of the
Green’s function

Tl =—T1Im3(w+i€) , 31

where € is a small imaginary part. At the Fermi sur-
face @ =0 and from Egs. (16), (17), (27), and (31)
we get the following expression for the relaxation
time:
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74(0) = £ - 5 ; ) (32)
aN(0)C | V§ M) +2Vo] =272 f (£wo) 1 +22LQ (H) +1(H)]
where
_ 3Szﬂat dw w—wo w+ wy
I(H) = 8272 J;Weﬁw_l [(w—wo)m (0 +wp)? (33)

In arriving at (32) it has been assumed for convenience and simplicity that the imaginary part of
G%w) =N7'3, (w—¢)"is independent of w and we have InG’(w) =iwN(0), where N (0) is the electron
density of states near the Fermi surface. For small magnetic field let us expand (32) as a power series in

(V¢ +J*Q(H) +J*(H)]1™" and obtain
1

74(0) +7_(0) =2[wCN(0)]!

V¢ +J*Q(H) +J* (H)

x|y 4L M (H) aJ? 4M*(H) V§J? 34)
2T V¢ +J2Q(H) +JI(H) (V3§ +J2Q(H) +JPI(H))?
From (29) and (34) we arrive at the following expression for the magnetoresistance [p(H) = Apy + pol:
Apn _ SLOVH) = 0:1(0)] _ [aM(H)JY2TIVE +2Q:(H) | +4M>(H) V3 35)

Po Vé +J*Q.(H) [V +72Q,(0)]11 V¢ +J20,(H)]

where Q(H) =Q(H) +1(H), 0:(0) =0(0) +1(0), a=gugH/kg, and pox= N(0)[ V¢ +J2Q1(0)] is the resis-
tivity in the absence of the magnetic field. Q(0) is the spin-glass order parameter in the absence of the magnetic
field. Our calculation of the resistivity in the absence of the magnetic field agrees with that obtained by Fischer.?

The expression (35) can be further simplified if we use the fact that for alloys under consideration the magni-
tude of the exchange interaction J is very small in comparison to normal scattering strength V,. We therefore ex-
pand the expression for Apy/po in (35) as a power series in J/ ¥ and retain terms of order (J/V,)2. We thus
obtain

A 2
Len T lap(H) — AQ(H) — AI(H) +2MUH) (36)
Po Ve
T
where o8 (@
AQ(H)=Q(H)—Q(0) 06
Q(H) H=5.477 kG
and 0.4 H=4.4721 kG
* dx x — Bwo o2
AI(H)=B
( J:) e*—1 | |x — Bwo| 2
oﬁo-o 0!2 OI4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.’6 1.8
x + Bag T

W -2x1, (37D

with B = (35%/4v/2) (ks T/Ak$)*2. We have re-
placed Q, by 67/ k¢ with ko as the cutoff wave vec-
tor in the conduction band.

In order to see the variation of Apy with the ap-
plied magnetic field, we have solved Egs. (19) and
(20) for Q(H) and M (H) numerically which have
been plotted in Figs. 1(a) and 1(b) for different tem-
peratures and magnetic fields. We have also evaluat-
ed AI(H)/B of Eq. (37) numerically and have plot-
ted it in Fig. 2 for different values of the magnetic
field and temperature. In Fig. 3, ép;!/po has been
plotted against H? for T, =8 and Jo/J =0.65. J/V,
has been obtained by matching our calculation with

o) | | | | | | 1 !
oo .2 04 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2.

T/ Tg
FIG. 1. Plot of (a) Q(H) and (b) M (H) against the re-
duced temperature T/T‘r for Heisenberg spin (S =%) at
T,=8 K and Jo/J =0.65 for two sets of magnetic fields.
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H(kG)
00 20 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 120 140 160
0.0 T T T I T T I
-1.0—
ALH)/B
T=4.2K
-2.0—
T=1.5K
-3.0

FIG. 2. Plot for AI(H)/B against H for two sets of tem-
perature (i) T=1.5K and (ii) T=4.2 K.

one point of the experimental curve at 7=6 K. The
value of J/V, comes out to be 0.68, which is rather
high. The value of J/V, depends upon the parame-
ter Jo/J. Higher value of Jo/J will give lower value of
J/V,. Since our main interest is in the qualitative
behavior of our results which is hardly affected by
the change in J/V,, we have, therefore, not carried
out calculation further to get precise value of J/V,.
In the inset of Fig. 3, a (T) for n =2 has been plot-
ted against 7. The broken lines represent the experi-
mental curves of Nigam and Majumdar!! which have
been drawn for the sake of comparison. Qualitatively
our calculation agrees with the experiment. We get
negative magnetoresistance at all temperatures and
fields. The order of magnitude is the same as in the
experimental data. The magnetoresistance shows a
quadratic dependence on H at low field. Below 7,
magnetoresistance is insensitive to the variation in
temperature. However, at high temperatures

(T > T,) we get rather small magnetoresistance as
compared to the experimental data. This is also obvi-
ous from the curve in the inset of Fig. 3 where at
high temperature the fall in our curve is steeper. But
at low temperature our curve is flat like the experi-
mental curve. The reason for the low value of the
calculated magnetoresistance may be that we have
considered the effect of internal field partially
through Q (H) and M (H) and also some scattering
processes have been neglected as mentioned earlier.
However, even at high temperatures there is qualita-
tive agreement between our calculation and the ex-
perimental data. It should be noted that our calcula-
tion of magnetoresistance does not include the spin-
wave contribution. Because it would obliterate the
quadratic dependence of Apy/po on H in Fig. 3. The
spin-wave contribution may be important at tempera-
tures lower than 1.5 K.

HZ (kG
e} 10 20 30 40 50
\ T T T
i\ \ 15K
\\\\\\\
\\\ N\
N
N
\ ~N CuMn (Q7at%)
i N AN Tg=8K
~ \ <
\ S
\
\ AN
\ AN
\ AN
\ AN
\\ 4.2K AN
N g 15K
%L \ \\\
-y N 15K N
PN AN
AR
\\\\
N N\
\
o« 10 AN
i N 6K
< ] NN
x A
09 5 \ \\
£ \
£
S O N\
N
RN
4.2K W oK

FIG. 3. Plot of 10% Apy/p, against H? for Heisenberg
spin (S =) and for T, =8 K, Jo/J =0.65, and J/V=0.68.
In the inset 10°a(7) [=(1/H?)(Apy/py) X 10°] has been
plotted against 7. Continuous lines represent our calculation
and the broken lines represent the experimental curves of
Nigam and Majumdar (Ref. 11) for CuMn (0.7 at.%) and
Tg=8 K.

Klein?® has argued that in many cases Ising distri-
bution of the internal field gives better agreement
with the experiment than the Heisenberg distribution.
Just to see how far Ising distribution of internal field
gives result in agreement with the experiment we
have carried out calculation for this case also. The
expression for Apg/po in Eq. (36) will be slightly
modified. Equation (14) would read as

[(Sij’,)],,V=Q(H)8”,+[(8Sf8Sj’,)]av ,
[ <SJiS/? ) ]av =0 . (38)
Equation (36) would become

Apy
Po

aM (H)

i Y _
7 4AM*(H) + Y +Qo— 0y

39)

Here we have used the following expression!® for
Q(H) and M (H) for Ising spins:
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dz ToM(H) | T,
H) = 4z _,-z°n2 12097 27 4 "8 0l @
Q(H) '_m G2 ¢ tanh 7 t70 (H)z + 7| (40)
_ dz —22n ToM (H) Ty 112 a
M(H) f_m G’ e 2 tanh — +—T Q2 (H)z + T 41

Our calculation for Q (H) and M (H) for various values of H and T are shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b). The mag-
t}etgresistance has been plotted against H? for T, =8 in Fig. 5. The calculation has been performed for
Jo/J=0.375 and J/V,=0.21. a(T) (n=2) vs T has been plotted in the inset of Fig. 5. The dotted lines

represent the experimental curves of Nigam and Majumdar.

11

Here also we find qualitatively the same agreement

as in the case of Heisenberg distribution. At high temperature there is the same type of discrepancy here also.
We therefore conclude that the Ising distribution gives equally good result.

V. CONCLUSION

We have studied the scattering of conduction elec-
trons due to the magnetic impurities in the presence
of finite but small magnetic field in the spin-glass
phase. For this we have used the double-time
Green’s-function method, as used by Fullenbaum
and Falk.'® The self-energy of the Green’s function
has been obtained to second order in Jand ¥V, and
from it we have determined the relaxation time at the
Fermi surface. We have derived an expression for

1.0|
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FIG. 4. Plot of (a) Q(H) and (b) M (H) against the re-
duced temperature T/T, for Ising spin (S =%) at T,=8 K
and Jo/J =0.375 for two sets of magnetic field.

[

magnetoresistance in the low-field approximation. A
comparison has been made between our result and
the experimental data of Nigam and Majumdar!! for
the transverse magnetoresistance. A qualitative
agreement is found. Below T, the magnetoresistance
is fairly independent of temperature. It is quadratic
in field and negative at all temperatures and fields.
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FIG. 5. Plot of 103 App/po against H? for Ising spin
(S =1) and for T, =8 K, Jo/J =0.375, and J/V,=0.21. In
the inset 105a(T) [=(1/H?) (Apy/pg) % 10°] has been plot-
ted against 7. Continuous lines represent our calculation
and the broken lines represent the experimental curves of
Nigam and Majumdar (Ref. 11) for CuMn (0.7 at.%) and
Tg=8 K.
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At high temperatures (7 > T,) also our result is
qualitatively in agreement with the experiment but
there is somewhat difference in the magnitude. We
have carried out calculations both for the Heisenberg
and the Ising expression for Q (H) and M (H). We
find that the Ising and the Heisenberg expressions

give equally good results for the magnetoresistance.
Our theory for the magnetoresistance may be im-
proved by carrying out the calculation for higher or-
der in Jand V. The calculation may be further im-
proved by including fluctuations in the mean-field
expressions for Q (H) and M (H).
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