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Two-dimensional structures of adsorbed argon layers
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The two'-dimensional structures of adsorbed argon layers have been described by a modified

cell theory with the cell-size variations evaluated by a self-consistent condition. The calculated

lattice parameters and the atomic-vibration amplitudes at various temperatures are in satisfacto-

ry agreement with neutron scattering data of argon adsorbed on Qrafoil substrate. The liquid

phase and the meltrng transition may be absent in the two-dimensional systems, The calculation

also indicates a transition between commensurate and incommensurate lattices for argon on
Grafoil near 50'K, in agreement with experimental observations.

I. INTRODUCTION

I

New experimental methods of probing surfaces
have greatly increased our knowledge of physical ad-
sorption and of condensed phases of adsorbed gas
films. ' In addition to vapor-pressure isotherms and
heat-capacity studies, specific methods for probing
surfaces on the atomic scale have also been under in-

tensive development. Many low-energy-electron dif-
fraction (LEED) experiments have established the
formation of ordered two-dimensional structures of
weakly physisorbed gas layers on many substrates.
More recently, direct structural information has been
obtained by neutron scattering experiments. For
these experiments, a commonly used substrate is
Grafoil, an exfoliated graphite foil with large surface
areas of exceptional uniformity and homogeneity and
with a considerable degree of basal-plane order. By
neutron scattering experiments, ordered two-
dimensional lattices have been observed' for argon,
nitrogen, helium, oxygen, and other gases adsorbed
on Grafoil.

In our present work, we have chosen to study the
two-dimensional hexagonal lattice' of monatomic ar-

gon because of the absence of intramolecular degrees
of freedom and because of the well-known Lennard-
Jones interatomic potential. " With a self-consistent
condition for cell-size variations, a modified. cell
theory' may be used to evaluate the temperature
dependences of lattice parameters and vibration am-
plitudes. The theoretical results may then be com-
pared with the neutron scattering data6 of argon on
Grafoil because of the smooth substrate potential. "
In Sec. II, the modified cell theory will be applied to
the two-dimensional hexagonal lattice of argon. We
will follow our previous notations' in general. In
Sec. III, the calculated results are then compared with
the neutron scattering experiments of argon on
Grafoil. There appears to be general agreement
between the theoretical and the experimental results.

A brief discussion of the results is given in Sec. IV.
The Lennard-Jones interatomic potential v(R) for

a pair of argon atoms with interatomic distance R is
given by

v(R) =4a[(cr/R)' ' —(o/R) ]

where cr and e are the Lennard-Jones diameter and
well depth, respectively. For argon, the standard
choice"'4 is a =3.405 & 10 8 cm and e/k =120'K
where k is the Boltzmann constant. Following the
standard conventions, "we will use the mass of an
argon atom m =6.63 x 10 "

g as the mass unit,
o- =3.405 x 10 cm as the distance unit, and
E = 1.657 x 10 ' erg as the energy unit. In these un-

its, the Lennard-Jones interatomic potential is

v(R) =4(R "—R~) (2)

We will also use the reduced temperature T" =kT/a
in place of the temperature ?. In our units, we may
replace kT by T'.

II. MODIFIED CELL THEORY

Z+ ——(h 2/2 7r Ink T) 3 +~2
Q (3)

where h is the Planck's constant and Q~ is the con-
figurational integral or configurational partition func-
tion

Q~= Jl Jfe +r'd R, d R~

The Helmholtz free energy A is given by

(4)

kT lnZN = , NkT ln(—h2/2rrmkT) + Nf—, (5)

1979 The American Physical Society

For a system of W classical particles, the potential
energy of the system is U(R~, . . . , Rz) = Xv;, , where

v& = v(R&), R& = RJ —R;, and the summation is over
all ij pairs, i &j =1 to N. The classical partition
function Z~ is"
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where f may be regarded as the configurational free
energy per particle

f = (T'—in')/W (6)

V;= —Xvj ——V + V;

J

where V; is the single-body potential due to the six
nearest neighbors (nn) of the two-dimensional hex-
agonal lattice and V; is the potential due to the other
neighbors. The subscript i will be omitted and we
will write V; as V.

For a regular two-dimensional hexagonal lattice
with nn distance a, the Wigner-Seitz (WS) cell is a

regular hexagon with area T~(J3a ). The configura-

tional free energy @ of the regular lattice is then
given by the single-cell partition function Q,

y(a) = T lnQ)(o—.)
f

Qt= J 2rrre ' 'dr (10)

That is, we will evaluate Q~ by allowing particle i to
move for distance r away from cell center. Since the
nearest neighbors are not involved, the potential
V"(r) may be approximatedt~ by V (0),

2 V"(r) =2 V' (0) =6@(J3o.) +6v(2n)

+12m(%7o.) +6v(3n) +

(11)
with the particles farther away than 3a replaced by a
uniform film of density 2/43a~. The nearest-

In the modified cell theory, ' the many-body po-
tential U is approximated by a sum of single-body po-
tentials V

U(Ri, . . . , Ry) = X V;(R;)

neighbor potential V'(r) is evaluated for displace-
ments along the [10] and [11] axes and then the
average value is used, retaining the isotropic part
only. The cell potential V(r) = V'(r) + V"(0) js
shown in Fig. 1 for several different values of cell
parameter n F. rom V(r), we have evaluated $(a)
for several temperatures from Eq. (9) and also the
canonical average value of r~

(r~) = JI 2rrr e dr /& 2rrre dr (12)

p(a) =(2mn')'I~exp[ —(a —a„)~/2a~]

where n~ = Jl p (u) ndu is the average cell parameter.

(13)

0.3—

0

where the angular bracket denotes the canonical aver-
age and subscript o. denotes the cell size. In Fig. 2,
we have shown @(a) and the root-mean-square
(rms) amplitude r'(a) = ((r ) )'I' for several dif-
ferent temperatures.

Since the structures are not perfectly regular, it is
necessary to consider the WS cells as distorted hexa-
gons. The center of the WS cell may be defined as
the center of mass of the six nearest neighbors and
the cell parameter o, may be taken as the average of
the six nn distances. The normalized probability dis-
tribution p(n) for cell parameter n may be approxi-
mated by a Gaussian function with rms deviation e'
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FIG. 1. Cell potential V(r) vs r/a. Left-hand side: solid
line, 0. =1.0; dashed line, a =1.1. Right-hand side: solid
line, u =1.2; dashed line, a =1.3; dotted line, a =1,4.

FIG. 2. rms amplitude r' (top diagram) arid configura-
tional free energy (lower diagram) vs cell parameter o. for
fixed cell size, The curves are designated A, 8, C, D, E, F
for T' =0.6, 0.5, 0.4, 0.3, 0.2, and 0.1, respectively.
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FIG. 3. Weighted rms amplitude rz (top diagram) and

weighted configurational free energy f (lower diagram) vs
average cell parameter a„. The curves are designated A, 8,
C, D, E, F, for T'=0.6, 0.5, 0.4, 0.3, 0.2, and 0, 1, respec-
tively.

FIG. 4. Relative scattering intensity I/la for the it0)
peak (top diagram) and average cell parameter 0,& (lower di-

agram) vs reduced temperature T'. The solid curves are
theoretical results whereas the circles are neutron scattering
data from Ref. 6.

For six nearest neighbors, the self-consistent condi-
tion' is given by

3u' r„' = J (r') ~ (a) du

= Jt [r'(a)]'p (u) du, (14)

where r& is the rms deviation from cell center weight-
ed by the cell-size distribution.

An iteration procedure may now be used. For a
given aq, the initial value of 3a will be [r'(uq)]'
from Fig. 2. Using Eq. (13) for p(a), a new value of
3a 2 may be calculated from Eq. (14). The procedure
is repeated (usually once or twice would be suffi-
cient) until self-consistency is reached. The confi-
gurational free energy f per particle is

f(az) = T' (In QN) /N =
J I —p (u) P(a) da, (15)

with $(a) and p(a) given by Eqs. (9) and (13),
respectively. That is, the free energy P(a) for a
fixed cell size is now weighted by the cell-size distri-
bution p(u). The results for r~ and for f from Eqs.
(14) and (15) are plotted versus a~ in Fig. 3 for
several different temperatures. Although there is a
general resemblance between Figs. 2 and 3, we note

that rq in Fig. 3 is somewhat larger (by approximately
10%) than r' in Fig. 2.

III. RESULTS

l/l, = e-'~(L/L, ) tl' (16)

For two-dimensional lattices, the Debye-Wailer fac-

The most stable configuration would correspond to
the free-energy minimum, From the minima of 'the

free-energy curves in the lower diagram of Fig. 3 at
various temperatures, the average cell parameter n&

is shown as a function of T'in the lower diagram of
Fig. 4. The calculated curve is in qualitative agree-
ment with the experimental points of Taub et al.
from neutron scattering studies of argon on Grafoil.

The calculated values of vibration amplitudes may
also be compared with the relative intensities l/lo for
the [10] peaks of neutron scattering experiments
where I and Io are the intensities at reduced tempera-
tures T'and 0, respectively. For a spatially random
array of two-dimensional crystallites, the relative in-
tensity is determined ' by both the Debye-Wailer
factor e and the correlation lengths L and Lo at
reduced temperatures T' and 0
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where G = 2n /d and d is the spacing between adja-
cent lines of atoms. For the (10) peak,
d =

~
(43~~). In the modified cell model, the

mean-square amplitude of vibration (MSAV) of an
argon atom from the cell center is f&' whereas the
MSAV of the cell center itself is —,r~' since the cell

center is the center of mass of the six neighboring
atoms. Hence we have

(p,') = r„'+r„'/6 =7r,'/6 (18)

with r~ given by Eq. (14) and plotted in Fig. 3.
In the upper diagram of Fig. 4, the relative intensi-

ty l/lo calculated from Eqs. (16) —(18) for the (10j
peak is shown as the solid line. For these calcula-
tions, we have used the experimental values of corre-
lation lengths from neutron scattering data. The ex-
perimental results' for neutron scattering from argon

adsorbed on Grafoil are shown as circles. The general
agreement appears to be satisfactory.

IV. DISCUSSION

The original Lennard-Jones and Devonshire cell
theory" has assumed %S cells of identical shape
(regular hexagons for two-dimensional lattices) and
size. In the modified cell theory, ' disordered struc-
tures have been introduced by using a self-consistent
condition for the distribution of cell sizes. For the
two-dimensional argon lattice, our calculated results
appear to be in general agreement with the neutron
scattering data of argon on Grafoil. If we omit the
self-consistent condition and consider only cells of a
fixed size, then the agreement would be less satisfac-
tory and the calculated temperature dependence of
the cell parameter would be considerably smaller than
the experimental values.

Our results also indicate that the phase transitions
for two- and three-dimensional argon lattices may be
quite different. For the three-dimensional system, "
The solid-liquid phase transition or the melting tran-
sition may be described in a very simple way. The
configurational free energy f versus average cell
parameter a~ curve at T' =0.7 has a rather flat
minimum. At slightly lower and slightly higher tem-
peratures, the minimum will shift abruptly toward
smaller and larger cell sizes, respectively. For solid
and liquid densities and for the melting temperature,
there is general agreement between the calculated
and experimental values. However, for two-
dimensional systems, there is no longer any flat
minimum for the f vs aA curve at any temperature.
From Fig. 3, we note that the curves for the o.~ & 1.2

tor e is related" ' to the mean-square amplitude

(p,~) of vibration by

(17)

region progressively became flatter at higher tempera-
tures. For T' )0.64, the minimum may completely
disappear, and the system may be identified as the
"gas" phase. For argon on Grafoil, the argon atoms
are nevertheless constrained by the argon-graphite in-
teraction' and do not move freely even in the gas
phase. Due to the variations of argon-graphite po-
tential across the substrate surface, certain epitaxial
structures may be preferred at higher temperatures.
Thus the phase transition for two-dimensional lattice
of adsorbed argon atoms is not as sharp as the three-
dimensional systems. Experimentally, ' " rather
broad specific-heat anomalies have been observed for
rare gases (neon, argon, and krypton) on Grafoil and
on xenon substrates. The temperatures correspond-
ing to the specific-heat maxima appear to be propor-
tional to the Lennard-Jones mell depth e, the reduced
temperature T' being approximately 0.56 in general
agreement with our calculated value. In contrast to
the three-dimensional system, there may not be any
liquid phase and melting transition for the two-
dimensional adsorbed argon layers.

The computer simulation results for hard-sphere
systems have been recently reviewed by Barker and
Henderson. ~ For both two- and three-dimensional
hard-sphere systems, phase transitions have been
clearly observed between fluids at low densities and
solids at high densities. Similar fluid-solid phase
transitions have also been found for two-dimensional
Lennard-Jones systems by Monte Carlo computer
simulations. ' ' However, there is only fair
agreement between various investigators on the tran-
sition temperature; the results (T' =0.5 —0.8) are in

general agreement with our calculations.
So far, we have only considered the idealized two-

dimensional argon layer. However, for argon ad-
sorbed on Grafoil surfaces, it is also necessary to con-
sider the role of the periodic structure of the sub-
strate in determining the cell size of the adsorbed
layer. The graphite surface is composed of hexagons
of carbon atoms, the nearest-neighbor C-C distance"
being 1.42 && 10 ' cm. Hansen et al. ' have evaluated
the lateral Ar-C potential at various lattice sites on
the graphite surface and have found that the potential
minimum is at the center of the carbon hexagon. If
we consider the Ar-C potential only, then the poten-
tial energy per argon atom would be 0.1 lower for the
commensurate argon lattice (with every argon atom
located at the center of a carbon hexagon) as com-
pared to the incommensurate lattice (random location
of argon atoms with respect to the graphite lattice).
For a commensurate lattice with structure very simi-
lar to the adsorbed argon layer, the cell parameter n&

would be three times the C-C distance in graphite;
that is, n& =1.25.

For a given temperature, the configurational free
energies f per particle have been evaluated from Eq.
(15) for the two-dimensional argon iayer. We may
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define f, =f(1.25) as the free energy for o.„=1.25
(the commensurate lattice) and f as the minimum
free energy. On including the role of the substrate,
we will now compare f with f, —0.1. At lower tem-
peratures, f (f, —0.1, the cell parameter would
correspond to the minimum free-energy state with in-
commensurate lattice. On the contrary, the commen-
surate lattice would be the stable configuration with
lower free energy at higher temperatures. From Fig.
3, the transition temperature T' =0.42 may be deter-
mined from the condition f =f, —0.1. Experimen-
tally, Taub et al.6 has found the cell parameter a& to
be 1.25 within experimental error for T' )0.5 and
also that the argon lattice is incommensurate for
T' (0.41. These experimental results are repro-
duced in Fig. 4 and are in good agreement with our

calculations.
In summ'ary, a modified cell theory can be used to

describe two-dimensional adsorbed argon layers on
Grafoil, and the theoretical results are in general
agreement with experimental data.
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