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High-pressure studies of Jahn-Teller —split luminescence in alkali halides
doped with In+ and Tl+
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Measurements of steady-state intensity and lifetime were made over a range of pressures (4—60 kbar) and
temperatures (100-300'K) for five alkali-halide crystals doped with In+ and Tl+. The emission spectrum is
a doublet (or a triplet in the case of Csl:Tl), caused by a Jahn-Teller splitting of the excited state. The
relative intensity distribution of the spectral peaks as a function of temperature and pressure determines the
parameters for a model of two levels in "dynamic equilibrium. " The same model predicts lifetime changes
with temperature and pressure which are in excellent agreement with the data for the In+-doped compounds.
For the Tl+-doped compounds, metastable states control the lifetime, and parameters are extracted from the
data for a multilevel model. Level splittings, level degeneracies, and intrinsic radiative rates are. among the
parameters determined in this study.

I. INTRODUCTION

Jahn- Teller (JT) splitting of the relaxed excited
states of heavy-metal ions in alkali halides has
been widely studied and analyzed. The contribu-
tions of Fukuda' ' and Banfagni ' have been espe-
cially significant. Aspects of their work are impor-
tant for high-pressure studies have been sum-
marized by Drotning', his discussion will not be
repeated here, except to point out that, for ex-
citation in the A band, a doublet emission is ob-
served.

The 'T,„state generally splits into two levels, X
and T, with a higher-energy emission originating
from the T level. (However, a situation has been
found' in CsI:Tl at 25 kbar, where emission occurs
from three levels. ) The metastable state A, „ is
expected to split in a similar manner, leading to a
trap level under each emitting level. Steady- state
emission is not affected by the traps, but decay
curves may be. Thete have been a number of de-
cay studies at atmospheric pressure. '-'-" Assign-
ment of symmetry and degeneracy to the levels ap-
pears to be a matter of some dispute. ' '

Drotning' made extensive measurements of the
relative emission intensities from the T and X le-
vels as functions of pressure at room temperature.
%e have extended his studies in two ways: we
measure both intensities and lifetimes, and we
make measurements at various pressures over a
temperature range of 100-300'K. The experi-
mental techniques and methods of sample prepa-
ration are discussed elsewhere. "" Host lattices
were doped with 0.01 mole% of In' or Tl' impurity.
Spectral peaks were fit with symmetric Gaussians
except for peak 3 in CsI:Tl, which is skewed be-
cause of quadratic coupling. " A typical set of low-
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FIG. 1. Spectra of KCl:Ijz at 3l kbar for several tem-
pe ratu res.

temperature corrected spectra is shown in Fig. 1

(KCl:In at 31 kbar). All decay curves were single
exponential. except when traps appeared. In that
case, there is a nonequilibrium fast component of
exceedingly short lifetime: the fast component was
blocked during data taking by a time gate, and the
slow component was fit with a single-exponential
function.

Low-temperature (LT) spectral studies tell us
about the size of the JT level splitting versus pres-
sure. The ratio of peak areas is regulated by a
Boltzmann factor that depends on the splitting. In
conjunction with I.T studies, lifetimes versus pres-
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sure can determine the level degeneracies and the
radiative rates of the two states. Measurements
of lifetime versus temperature provide checks on
the parameters already derived or, when there are
nonemitting levels, determine trap depths. Hydro-
static pressure studies (to 10 kbar) of KBr:In and
IG:In have been performed: Fukuda, ' measured LT
spectra and Niilisk" measured lifetimes in general
agreement with our results

0 ~
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FIG. 2. Fraction of emission in low-energy peak of
indium-doped potassium halides at room temperature
vs pressure. Drotning's points and curves calculated
from independent data presented here.

Drotning found that the most striking effect of
pressure is a redistribution of intensity within the
JT-split-emission double. As pressure increases,
the high-energy T peak invariably gains intensity
at the expense of the low-energy X peak. Identical
behavior is seen in the face-centered-cubic (fcc)
and simple cubic (sc) phases of alkali halides, so
that no distinction will be made between phases
here. (Drotning used primes to denote the sc
phase. )

Some of Drotning's data are reproduced in Fig.
2. Here the fraction of total doublet emission in
the low-energy X peak (to be referred to as %X) is
plotted as a function of pressure. The intensity of
peak X drops as peak T grows in, for all the in-
dium-doped potassium halides (except fcc KC1:In),
in both phases. (Potassium halides undergo a phase
transition from the fcc to the sc structure at a
pressure of about 20 kbar. ) The curves in Fig. 2
are calculated from a model to be presented in this
paper; the curves, derived from independent data,
are in good agreement with Drotning's data points.

With the introduction of low-temperature and
transient high-pressure measurements, a new the-
ory is proposed that best describes all sets of
data, including Drotning's. ' lt will be called the
"dynamic equilibrium" model (in quotes because an
excited system cannot be in true equilibrium). It is
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FIG. 3. Lifetime change with pressure for KCl:In at
room temperature.

assumed that rearrangement of excitation among
the levels is much faster than deexcitation.

For the In'-doped potassium halides (KH:In), a
two-level model is sufficient to describe the data.
Consideration of nonradiative deexcitation, non-
emitting levels (traps), and three-peak phosphors
will be deferred until Sec. IV. In general, the two
levels may have different intrinsic radiative life-
times and degeneracies. However, for two levels
in "dynamic equilibrium, " both emission peaks
must have identical, single-exponential decay
curves. This is confirmed in Fig. 3, which is a
plot of room-temperature (HT) lifetime versus
pressure for KC1:In. The open circles (measured
at peak X) and the filled circles (measured at peak
T) lie on the same curve in the sc phase. Note that
in the fcc phase, where only one peak (T) is seen,
the lifetime (which is intrinsic to the T level) is
unchanged by pressure. Fortunately, this holds
generally true in KH:In; pressure strongly affects
the size of the JT splitting and very little else.

If e is the occupation of a level, the population
ratio (nr/nr) of the two levels in "dynamic equil-
ibrium" is simply given by a Boltzmann factor in-
volving the level degeneracy g and the JT splitting
&E=E~- Ex. The Boltzmann factor is denoted E,
and is given in Eq. (1). [Equations (1)-(3) are col-
lected in Table I.] K is not a constant, but a func-
tion of temperature and pressure (through &E) By.
simple kinetic arguments, it is found that the decay
curve in a single exponential function, with a life-
time v given by Eq. (2). Here k» and kr are rad-
iative rate constants intrinsic to each level, and
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TABLE I. Equations for a two-level Jab'- Teller sys-
tem.

nx AE= E —E„

"Dynami; efIu}l.ibriurn": g&, k& & k&, jt:T .

@'g/'&g) = (~2//'~x) = (gz/'gx) exP(-&&/'~ T) =&.

log/0| (y/'/gg) yJ~= /E logf Og(k T) + log/0
~ . (3)

gxA'x

kx' = ~x. The intrinsic rates Ax and k~ were found
to be constant, so the temperature and pressure
dependence of the lifetime is contained only in K.

In a similar manner, one can solve for the ratio
of steady-state peak areas. This ratio is given in
Eq. (2), expressed as the low-energy fraction /oX.

Again, the temperature and pressure dependence
of /OX is contained in E. Decay and steady-state
measurements are linked by Eq. (2), and therefore
one measurement can predict the other.

In room-temperature studies, Drotning proved
that an X-dominated spectrum invariably becomes
T dominated at higher pressures (unless, say, a
phase transition intervenes). He postulated that
the I level was stabilizing with respect to the E
level. Vile retain this postulate, as shown in Fig.
4, and extend it to argue that the T level actually
drops to a lower energy than the X level at high
pressure. The evidence, which will be shown la-
ter, is that at'high pressure %X drops as the tem-
perature is lowered.

It is expected from theory" that the relaxed ex-
cited state will have potential minima at different
values of the totally symmetric coordinate Q, as
depicted in Fig. 4. Both minima are at larger vol-
ume Q than the ground state, leading to the shifts
with pressure of emission peak maxima to higher
energy seen by Drotning. " Excitation from the
ground-well bottom is to the T level (as is known
from ultralow-temperature studies), ' and emission
is from both excited wells, with peak-energy max-
ima kv, and hvx. Due to the Stokes's shift as il-
lustrated in Fig. 4 hv~- hvx is on the order of 5000
cm '. The T-X level splitting is minute in compar-
ison (less than 500 cm '), so that even when the T
level is lower than the X level, the T emission is
at higher energy.

Note that &E is defined as E~- Ex, which is neg-
ative at high pressure By Eq. (1}th. en, E can vary
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FIG. 4. Schematic diagram of Jahn-Teller-split ex-
cited state at low and high pressures.

from about zero to very large as the pres-
sure is increased. At some pressure p„
aE=O and the levels are no longer split.
By Eq. (1), ff is gr/g» and the temperature depen-
dence disappears from the equations for ~ and %Y,
Bt this pressure. A good check of the theory and

assumptions on which it rests, is to measure r(p, )
and /cX(p, ) as functions of temperature to prove
that they are constant. This was done with good
results, as will be shown.

Let us examine the limiting behavior of Eq. (2).
As pressure increases at room temperature, K can
vary from zero (at low pressure) to infinity (at high
pressure}. Then at low pressure, r = r» and AX= 1,
while at high pressure, ~=7'~ and /OX=0. Drotning
already found that %%uoX drops from one to zero. It
will be shown that the lifetime does vary (in fact
drop) from r» to v'r as pressure rises.

The behavior of K with temperature depends on
&E. At pressures below p„&E is positive, so K
rises with increasing temperature; then by Eq. (2},
/0X drops as the temperature rises (as in Fig. 1).
At P„K is constant with temperature, and so are
& and 70X. Above p„4E is negative and K drops
with increasing temperature; then 70X actually
rises with the temperature. This kind of limiting
behavior with temperature and pressure predicted
by the theory is seen in all the KH:In.

The assumption behind the theory are as follows:
(i) there is "dynamic equilibrium, " which is sup-
ported by decay measurements; (ii) the barrier
height between the T and X states is negligible in
our temperature range. Fukuda' claims that the
barrier generally becomes important only below
about 80'K. In KBr:In and CsI:Tl, strange LT (be-
low 120'K) behavior in our data could be due to
barrier effects; (iii) the excited system consists
of just two emitting states; (iv) The splitting &E is



constant with temperature; and (v) intrinsic rad-
iative rates kx and k~, and level degeneracies gx
and g~ are constant with temperature and pressure.
These assumptions turned out to hold true for the
three indium-doped potassium halides tested. In-
dir ect proof lies in the fact that the model is in excel-
lent agreement with the data. Experiments to test gabe

assumptions directly were also performed.
Before the data are displayed, the method of

presentation that best fits the theory must be de-
cided. The major steady-state measurement is
that of low-energy fraction +Ox vs temperature. Its
theoretical variation, given in Eq. (2), can be re-
arranged as in Eq. (3), where log means common
log. If the quantity on the left is plotted against
(kT) ', a straight line of slope (-nE logle) and in-
tercept log„(g kr/grkr) should result. Such a
graph (which, like an Arrhenius plot, decomposes
the Boltzmann factor) will be called a "steady-state
plot. " If assumptions one to five are true within a
particular crystal phase, lines at different pres-
sures will meet at a common intercept, and their
slopes will increase systematically with pressure
as &8 drops. %hen &E=o at P„ the line is hor-
izontal.

Theprocedure is to take I.T dataat several pres-
sures and draw a steady-state plot. Lines having

a common intercept are drawn (by eye) through the

data. The slopes show what &E is as a function of
pressure and, by interpolation, which pressure is
P,. The intercept gives the ratio of degeneracies
times the ratio of intrinsic radiative rates of T to
X. The literature is divided on the subject of de-
generacy assignments, so the g values that best fit
the lifetime data are used.

If the degeneracies are known, the intercept of
the steady-state plot gives the ratio of intrinsic
radiative lifetimes. Then one need only determine
either &x or &~ to know the other. At RT, one can
go to very low pressure, where ~= ~~, or very high

pressure, where & = 7 ~. If the extreme-pressure
(where emission is pure) X or T cannot be reached
at RT, it can often be reached at LT. %ith kx and

kz determined, and the &E(p) known from a steady-
state plot, one can use Eq. (2) to generate curves
~(P) and r(T) corresponding to the three most likely
degeneracy assignments (gz/gr = 2, 1, or 0.5).
One of these three sets of curves will typically fit
the data much better than the other two, so that the
degeneracy assignment is obvious. Finally, a
curve %X(P) is generated from Eq. (2), and fit to
Drotning's completely independent data as in Fig.
2. If the mode]. predicts all four sets of data
/cX(T), %X(P), 7'(T), and T(P) within reasonable
accuracy, one can be confident that one has the
right set of parameters g~, gx, k~, kx, and

«(u).

Ths bio-Isvsl " ~n4s ssp+@brium" model wss
spy5e4 ~llayWs; .ya ~k dslaribea) io
s~ WS~: M.KIVW, ~ M ~, ~i% very geog
ress%I. Sg~i $y IrebSth4y the beet example, so
appbs~eg@N ~.Se.Ic,'$W will be fuQy ea
plaia+, ~~@I~~~~~ KBx gn and KIQa
mg be meesl@eewL,

FINO'S 5 SIS,'WS a ~emcee plOt Of SC KCI:In.
The abscissIL is (ZT) ' in units eV '. Temperature
pK) is given at the top of the plot. The ordinate is
log„j(I/%X) —I]: for reference, the values of %X
corresponding to Ox'dilate marks mll be given:
(1.2, 8%), (0.8, 14%), (0.4, 28%), (0, 50%),
(-0.4, V2%), (-0.8,88%), and (-1.2, 94%). Mea-
surement of %X&15% or 85%&%X is difficult be-
cause of small peaks. Therefore, the steady-state
plot can only contain data from pressures close to

P„ for which %X does not reach extreme values at
low temperatures. Because of the strong depen-
dence of nE on pressure (reflected in the swiftly
increasing slopes of Fig. 5), great care was taken
in setting th@ pressure.

From Fig. 5 are found the level splittings &E at
three pressures (see Table II). Splittings are on
the order of tens of millielectron volts or hundreds
of wavenumbers. The three values of &E are fit
with a line, giving an equation for the function
&E(P). The pressure P, at which &E= 0 is found to
be about 38 kbar, where %X= 24% (as calculated
from the intercept). From the intercept (0.5),
grrx/g„r r is found to be 3.18. Since at high pres-
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FIG. 5. Steady-state yet of KCl:M above the phase
transition.
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TABLE II. Jahn-Teller-level splitting (AF} as a func-
tion of pressure.

Compound
Pressure

{kbar) (meV)

KCl: In

KBr:In

KI: Ig,

31
37
40
34
37
40
43

6
10
15
20

35
3.7

-10.1
43
21.0
6.9

-5.6
66
42
27.5
20.0

tD

E— 2—

0
0

0 ~

KBr . In

0 X emissio

~ T emission
KBr Tl

CsI: Tl

4
10

32
37

24.9
4 4

38.5
16.1

—Ca I c.
i I I I I

0 lO P.O 30 40 50
Pressure (kbar)

FIG. 6. Lifetime change with pressure for Ear ln at
room temyerature.

sure &(p) levels off to about 1 iisec (see Fig. 3),
and at lower pressures the lifetime rises higher
than 3.16, it is clear thatg»/gr= 2, Then i'r= 1

ii sec and r» = 6.32 psec (see Table III). If sc
KCl:In extended below the phase transition at about
20 kbar, i'(p) would presumably level off at 6.32
p.sec, giving a sigmoid-type curve.

These values for k», kr, g», gr, and &E(p) were
inserted in Eq. (2) and the curve in Fig. 3 was gen-
erated. This curve is not a fit to the data, but a
calculation based mainly on parameters from the
steady-state plot. Discrepancies can be attributed
to some uncertainties in kx and k~ and especially
the linear approximation to &E(p). Since 4E was
measured only at 31, 37, and 40 kbar, the agree-
ment between theory and experiment as low as 26
kbar and as high as 52 kbar is surprisingly good.
At several pressures for KCl:In, 7'(T) was mea-
sured. Its trend was in agreement with calcu-
lations from Eq. (2). Specifically, at p, = 36 kbar
and at P = 53 kbar, where the lifetime is expected
to be constant with temperature, it was constant

within 20%, confirming assumptions of the theory.
Similar sets of data were taken for KBr:In and

KI:In. In these two compounds, the X and T peaks
are found in both phases, but in only one phase is
a complete treatment of the problem possible. In
fcc KBr:In, P, is at about 4 kbar, so that emission
has almost completely converted to the T peak in
our pressure range. Steady-state and lifetime
measurements were taken to low temperatures at
4 kbar: %X(p,) was found to be constant at 30%,
and v'(p, ) was constant (within 10%) at 2.3I y.sec.
This again supports the model, which predicts an
absence of temperature effects at p, . Emission is
completely converted to peak T by 18 kbar; &~ was
measured to be 2.0 p. sec at 18 kbar and to be con-
stant within 5/00 to low temperatures as expected.
The BT lifetime drops with pressure slightly in fcc
KBr:In, indicating that the emission is converting
to peak T and that &x&&~. It can sketchily be de-
termined that i'»/sr= 2.6 a 0.3 and g»/gr= 1.

In sc KBr:In, the intercept parameters g»/gr,

TABLE III. Measured Jahn- Teller parameters.

Crystal Structul e logy p( gg7x/gxTg) 7'x {@sec) 7p (@sec) gx/gg pp (kbar) ~(p p) T(p p)

KCl: In
KBr:In
KI. In
KBr:Tl
CsI: Tl

sc
fcc
fcc

0.5
0.72 b

0.55
0.7
0.87

6.32"
4.37
2.9
0.10

1.0
0.837
0.82'
0.010

~,/~, =7.4

2

1
] C

2c
] C

38
42

&20

9
41

24
16
22
17

/p2 =12

2.28
1.40
1.28

Calculated from Eq. (2).
This one of the three [TX, 7z, or log~p(gzvx/gzvz)] was calculated from the two that were measured.

'Degeneracy assignment is not certain.
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FIG. 7. Steady-state plot for KI:In below the phase
transition.

7'~, and wx are all determinable from lifetime mea-
surements (see Fig. 6). At a very high pressure
(59 kbar), &r was found to be 0.83V psec. Low-
temperature lifetimes at 26 kbar (where %X- 100%)
yielded a constant value of &x = 4.3V + 0.1 LLj,sec.
Thus r»/sr= 5.22 and log«(v»/rr) =0.72. The inter-
cept of the steady-state plot, given by log«(grr»/
g»r r), must be near O.V2, so it is clear that g»/gr
=1. In this case, then, direct measurements of T~
and &~ determine the steady-state intercept. Lines
are fit to the steady-state data, giving four values
for &E(P). These are again joined by a best-fit
line for purposes of extrapolation, and a curve of

r(p) is generated from OE(p). As seen in Fig. 6,
calculation deviates from experiment by a small,
constant amount; it appears that if our value of P,
were one kbar lower, the curve would lie right on
the dataf

For sc KI:In, P, is too far above 44 kbar to make
a steady-state plot. A complete study, however
was performed on fcc KI:In, despite the fact that

Po & 20 kbar (above the phase transition). The
steady-state plot is shown in Fig. 7. An intercept
of 0.55 means that gr7'»/g»7r= 3.55. Degeneracies
of g»/gr= 1 best fit the lifetime data v(p) and r(T),
but the improvement over other degeneracy assign-
ments was not as obvious as in KCl:In and KBr:In.
The slopes of Fig. 7 give &E(p) at four pressures;
unlike KCl:In and KBr:In, &E(P) was clearly non-
linear (see Table II). Therefore, all calculations
involving &E were done at four pressures and the
results were then joined by a smooth curve.

The curve in Fig. 8 is such a smooth curve.
Agreement with experiment is good. To calculate
v(p}, either v» or sr had to be found. At 6 kbar
%X= 1 for low temperatures, so that r = r». Figure
9 shows r(T) at 6 kbar; the lifetime appears to ap-
proach an LT limit of about w~= 2.9 psec, in
agreement with Fukada's atmospheric pressure
value of v'x= 3 p.sec.' This value was used with the
steady-state intercept to calculate v ~= 0.82. With
all parameters known, theoretical curves were
generated for Figs. 8 and 9. Agreement with the
data in Fig. 9 (especially the independent set at 15
kbar} is quite good.

To summarize the In'-doped potassium halides,
they all are subject to the JT effect in both phases,
except for fcc KC1:In. The pressure p, at which the
JT splitting is zero rises in both phases in the se-
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FIG. 8. Lifetime change with pressure for KI:In at
room temperature.
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FIG. 9. Lifetime change with temperature for KI:In
at 6 and 15 kbar.



TABLE IV. Lifetime at pressure po in the bvo phases
of KH;In.

7(p()) (psec)

them to hoM true in other JT-split systems, such
as the Tl'-doped crystals to be discussed in Sec.
IV.

fcc
sc

Crystal

(~)
2.28

KCl. In

~2.37
1.40

KBr .In

1.28
&&j,.2
KI:In

quence P0(CI) &P,(Br) &P,(I). The intrinsic lifetime
of peak X (rx) is always greater than that of peak
T (rr) by a factor of 2 to 6. Lifetimes are longer
in the fcc phase than in the sc phase, as can be
seen in Table IV.

Otherwise, the two phases give similar results.
In all eases, X emission gives way to T emission
with pressure according to the model proposed.
This is due to a stabilization of the T minimum
with pressure to the point where the T level is low-
er than the X level at high pressures. At the same
time, the measured lifetime changes rapidly from
7'x to ~~ with pressure. The major difference
among the crystals is the degeneracy assignment,
where, without doubt, gx/gr= 2 for sc KC1:In, but

gx/gr = 1 for sc KBr:In. It is generally thought'
that the X level is doubly degenerate and the T le-
vel is nondegenerate. This would explain KC1:In.
however, recent work that split the degeneracies
with a magnetic fieM' insists that the X and T le-
vels are both doub}y degenerate. This would ex-
plain the KBr:In result. Both schemes are theoret-
ically allowed. '

At this point, the direct evidence supporting the
assumptions mithin the model mi11 be summarized.
The assumption of "dynamic equilibrium" holds at
HT for the three KH:In; this can be seen from the
equivalence of lifetimes measured at peaks X and
T in 7(P) plots. Also as the temperature is low-
ered, whichever level is more stable (X below P„
T above P,) emits more and more of the light. (If
the barrier mere important, peak T mould always
rise as the temperatures fell. Barrier effects are
occasionally seen at very low temperatures. )

The two-level model works well for KH:In. The
level splitting is found to be constant with temper-
ature, giving straight lines on the steady-state
plots. Intrinsic radiative rates were found to be
constant with temperature [as 7r(T) as constant in.

sc KC1:In and fcc KBr:In, and 7'x(T) in sc KBr:In],
and pressure [as v(P) was constant in fcc KC1:In,
NaCl:In, and sc KBr:Tl, mhere there is no JT ef-
fect]. The constancy of rx and sr with temperature
was also proven in fcc KBr:In and se KCl:In by
monitoring %X and r at p, to low temperatures.
Thus, the assumptions behind the model can be
considered proven in KH:In, and one could expect

IV. THAI. UUM-GOPKD AU('ALI BALH)ES

It is known from gabe bterakuxe' "that the Tl'
lifetime is dominated even at BT by the metastable
'A, „levels (also by the JT split) that underlie the
emitting levels. These trays had no effect on In'
lifetimes for two reasons (a) Trap depths appear to
be quite small [e.g. , 2.2 meV in KI:In.' (b) Intrin-
sic In' lifetimes are slow (on the order of 1 p. sec].
so the temperature must be very low (e.g. , 40'K
for KI:In) before detrapping and not emission is the
rate-limiting step. In contrast, Tl' trap depths are
tens of millivolts and intrinsic lifetimes are on the
order of 10 nsee.

Before dealing with a JT-split emitting level
with an underlying trap or traps, let us consider
a single emitting level with a trap. If the two le-
vels are in "dynamic equilibrium, " one has a spec-
ial case of the model just described. The lifetime
is given by Eq. (2) with one of the k's equal to zero.

However, in our case the wells cannotbe in "equi-
librium, " since the decay is not single exponen-
tial. A fast and slow component are usually seen,
even at temperatures as high as room temperature.
After excitation to the emitting level (absorption to
and emission from the metastable level are for-
bidden), some emission occurs immaiiately (fas-
ter than the very fast Tl' intrinsic radiative rate).
This fast component is quenched (speeded up and re-
duced in intensity) by the ability of most of the ex-
citation to surmount an energy barrier and reach
the trap. Detrapping occurs slowly, at a rate de-
pendent on the ability of the excitation to surmount
a higher barrier back to the emitting level and not
be trapped again before emission. The resulting
decay curve is a sum of two exponentials called the
fast and slow components.

One can write the rate equations for this system.
Yhey yield a differential equation like the damped
harmonic oscillator for the population of the emit-
ting level. Instead of a damped oscillation, the so-
lution is the sum of two decaying terms. To make
the problem tractable, approximations are made
for various temperature regions. At very low tem-
peratures, it is as if the trap mere not there. At
very high temperature, the fast component is com-
pletely quenched, and the slow lifetime is twice the
intrinsic lifetime of the emitting level.

%hat temperature regime are me in'P One might
guess that 100-300'K is a rather high temperature
for most processes in inorganic crystals. The fast
component typically has a much larger coefficient
than the slow component, but it is so fast that the
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FIG. 10. Steady-state plots of KBr:Tl below the phase
transition and CsI:Tl at high pressure. %LE refers to
percent of low-energy peak present.
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FIG. 11. Lifetime change with pressure for Kbr:71 at
room temperature.

(1+e' ) —r ~e' 'r, (4)

where 7 „„isthe intrinsic lifetime and z»OI". Equa-
tion (4) is just a special case of (2). In agree-
ment with Trinkler and Plyavin, "it is found that
an "equilibrium" situation is attained soon after the
fast component has disappeared. Their expression
for a three-level system (X, T, and trap) is cor-
rect. However, theoretically"' one expects X and
Z' to each have an underlying trap XO and TO. Let
us develop a four-level model similar to the two-
level model already described. Let &E again be

slow component dominates in total area. Since
most of the emission is in the slow component, we
are in the high-temperature regime.

Support for this statement comes from measure-
ments of the amount of fast component versus tem-
perature. " In five doped alkali-halide crystals
over our temperature range, the fast-component
intensity is governed simply by a Boltzmann factor,
where the energy in the exponent (on the order of
10-20 meV) is interpreted to be the barrier to
trapping. Such a result can be derived from the
equations only at high temperatures, where the
rate of trapping is much faster than the intrinsic
radiative rate.

Once the excitation is trapped, the system does
attain "dynamic equilibrium. " The Boltzmsnn fac-
tor for detrapping depends on the trap depth c (en-
ergy difference between well bottoms), not the trap
depth plus a barrier height. When the approxi-
mations appropriate for the high-temperature re-
gime are made, the slow lifetime is found to be

Ez- Ex, zx=EX- Exo, and &~=E~- E~. Assumiag
no nonradiative paths, one arrives at an equation
for the lifetime that is like Eq. (2)

] +~+@+0exp g + E exp 2'

where A is defined ae before in Kq. (1). To reduce
Eq. (5) to Trinkler's one-trap equation, one sets
g~ = 0. Since trays take ao part in stegcly-Iltske
ernisaioa, the expreesion for the peak-al ea ratio
is still Eq. (2).

Proof that traps do not change steady-state d4Lta

is provided by the steady-state plot of fcc KSr:Tl
in Fil, . 10. It is much the saxne al three seee pre-
viously, although the BT lifetime ef g5r:Ti ia tray
dominated. From Fig. 10 we can again find gree/
gr&r and AE(p) (see Tables II and III). We find that
p, =9 kbar and /OX(po) = 17%.

Lifetime data, however, are qmCe liffex'eet from
those of KH:In. Note that r(p) rises in Fig. 11, in-
stead of falling as before. The lifetime increasesor-
der8 Of IQQgMtude RN the tmp8ratQre 18 l0%8rCl
over our rgodest range, as in Fig. 1Q. Rraight
lines on such a plot of Iog„r vs I/kT, imply that
a single trap dominates the lifetime, which is giv-
en by Kq. (4). The slope of the line is e log„e ansi
the intercept is T~~ SelolF room. temperatsre, the
data in Fig. j.2 da faQ oe bnes. The problem is to
show how Eq. (5) is approximated by the simpler
Eq. (4) under certain conditions.
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of a line through the I T points of Fig. 12, one finds
that ex=48 meV andg~&r/gr=0. 05 use, c .It ap-
pears that the tray depths do change ~ith pressure,
both increasing at a rate of about 1 meV/kbar.
Thus

sr(meV) = 29+P,

sr(meV) = 59+p,
where p is measured in kbar.

Lf we take a ratio of the intercepts fround from
Fig. 12, we find that

&rex/Ifxr r = 2 5(gro~&ro). (8)

O. I

0 05
0 20 40 60 SO IOG

(I T) '{eV ')

FIG. 12. Lifetime change arith temperature for g9r:
Tl qt several pressures.

At atmospheric pressure, the trap depth in
KBr:Tl measured from plots like Fig. 12 is 36
meV, "or 40 meV. ' Then at temperatures lovrer
than room temperature, the tray terms dominate
Eq. (5); we see this domination throughout our
temperature range in Fig. 12. At a pressure as
high as 18 kbar, E is large so the TO tray controls
Eq. (5). Approximating, we find

v (18 kbar) = 7'„(g~/gr) exp(c r/kT). (8)

Fitting a line to the points in Fig. 12, Ooe finds a
trap depth c r = 77 meV and an intercept g~Tz/gr
=0.02 p, sec.

Ten kbar is nearly P„so Eq. (5) is simplified.
Using the same value for g~~r/gr, but allowing
the trap depth to change with pressure, one finds
that &~=69 meV and ex=49 meV. At 4 kbar, &E
is so large and positive (nE = 25 meV) that the XG

trap controls Eq. (5). From the slope and intercept

From the steady-state plot, we knows that the quan-
tity on the left in Eq. (8) is five, so g~/g», = 2. If
the two traps are nondegenerate, or if a one-trap
model is used, Eq. (8) leads to a factor-of-2 dis-
crepancy. This is proof that a two-trap degenerate
model must be used. Dang and Fukuda' have writ-
ten that the X level is generally doubly degenerate
with an underlying a nondegenerate trap. These
assignments fit KBr:Tl if the T level is nondegen-
erate with an underlying doubly degenerate trap.

Once the degeneracies are assigned (gr, g» =1;
gx, gn, = 2), intrinsic lifetimes can be found:
=100 g.sec and 7'~= 10 nsec. %ith all para. meters
known (they are tabulated in Table V), curves are
generated to fit r(T) and v(p) data, by using Eq.
(5). The agreement in Fig. 12 is excellent. All the
curves meet at 7'= 50 nsec, at infinite temperature.
Note that the lifetime increases with pressure at
every temperature (unlike the systems without

traps) Ther.e are two reasons for this: (i) both

traps become deeper at higher pressures; and (ii)
on conversion from X to T emission, the deep TO

trap dominates the shallower XO trap.
Figure ll shows a calculation of HT r(p) with the

datN, . Agreement is good considering the e~~anded
vertical scale. U'sing a degeneracy assi. nn~ent of

g„/gr = 1 in Fig. 11 gives slightly worse a. recmcnt.
though it does not much affect Fig. 12. However.

TABLE V. Emission parameters of KBr:Tl.

-
~ x =5, + + =0.05 psec, ~ ~=0.02 psec, -~0 =2, ~=2, 7 =100 nsec,

g'x7'r gx gr gXO
vT = 10 nsec .

Energy
{meV) 10

24.9
43
63

-4.37
49
69

-43.4
57
77

Symbols for the parameters are defined in Kq. {5).
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FIG. 13. Lifetime change with pressure for CsI:Tl at
room temperature.

the trap degeneracy is certainly g~/g», = 2; any

other assignment leads to a paradox.
Besides degeneracy assignments, some of the

values in Table V are more certain than others.
Trap depths &x(4 kbar) and e r(18 kbar) were mea-
sured, but their increase with pressure is given
only by the fit to v(T) data at 10 kbar. Thus, other
trap depths are approximate. Similarly, &E was
measured at 4 and 10 kbar, and other &E values
are linear extrapolations. The main conclusion is
that a trap must underlie each level X and T, and
that the trap under the T level is doubly degen-
erate.

Extrapolations of this study to atmospheric pres-
sure can be compared with two other experiments
on KBr:Tl.' " Our intercept (gr, r~/gx) of 50 nsec
agrees with the values reported by the others [50
nsec (Ref. 9) and 87 nsec (Ref. 17)]. The extrapo-
lation for &E of 44.4 meV is to be compared with
40 meV, " that for &~ of 39 meV is to be compared
with 40 meV, ' and 36 meV. ' The three experi-
ments are in accord.

The other Tl'-doped crystal which we studied is
the C sI:Tl system. Drotning found three emitting
peaks coexisting at 24 kbar. They are labeled
(starting at lowest energy) 1, 2, and 3. At atmo-
spheric pressure, only peak 1 is seen at room tem-
perature. Peak 2 grows in with pressure until at
20 kbar it is larger than peak 1. To 30 kbar, peak
2 is largest, while 1 shrinks and peak 3 rises.
finally by 50 kbar and at higher pressure, only
peak 3 is found. CsI has the sc structure at 311
pressures; there is no phase transition.

It is known from atmospheric pressure studies, "

IO—

peak I

2
2
2

290 I 93
I

CsI: Tt
6 kbar

e I6
~ 24

52
+ 40

I45 II6 K

tP
E

2

/i
0.2—

0 20 40 60 80
(kT) '(eV-I)

I

IOO

FIG. 14. Lifetime change with temperature for CsI:
Tl at several pressures. Smoothed curves connect the
data points.

that peak 2 grows in at lower temperatures down
to 130'K. It turns out from our measurements that
peak 2 rises as the temperature drops for every
pressure from 0 to 40 kbar. Thus level 2 is at
lowest energy throughout the pressure range stud-
ied. However, peak 2 is the largest peak only
from 20 to 30 kbar at HT, because the intrinsic
rate of emission from level 2 is much slower than
for levels 1 and 3.

Since peaks 2 and 3 are probably analogs to peaks
X and T, respectively, let us examine them first.
Figure 10 shows a steady-state plot, where peak 2
takes the place of peak X. The situation is similar
to the preceding plots because we are at pressures
at which no emission from peak 1 is seen. One un-
usual feature is the large intercept (0.87). This
means that g,7;/gp, =7.4. For the sake of simpli-
city, assume that all levels are nondegenerate.
Then ~, is 7.4 times slower than 7,. Levels 2 and
3 cross atP, =41 kbar, where%2=12%.

The situation with lifetimes is more complicated.
One might expect data similar to that of KBr:Tl,
but from Fig. 13 it can be seen that the HT lifetime
drops with pressure instead of rising. In Fig. 14,
7'(T) curves do not tend toward a, common intercept,
as with KBr:Tl, though they are clearly trap dom-
inated. Note that the Bashed curves in Fig. 14 de-
note smoothed curves for the eye to follow, not
calculation. It turned Out that no calculations were
possible for this system.

Equation (5) for a trap-dominated lifetime can be
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TABLE VI. Parameters from linear fits to v(T) data of
CsI: Tl.

Pressure
(kbar)

Slope/loge
(r eV)

Intercept
(nsec)

6
16
40

22.2

24.1
88.6

310.0
130

3.3

easily extended to the CsI:Tl case. For a general
system of n emitting levels of energy E„each with
an underlying metastable level E«at depth &, = E,
—E«, all in "dynamic equilibrium, " the measured
lifetime is

Egg)C)+g«C) exp
~el

g)C)kq
f=I

where C, = exp( E,/kT). -Depending on the C, and

e„one trap or another may dominate at a par-
ticular pressure, in which case log„r (T) is a
straight line vs 1/kT. That is the situation at 6,
16, and 40 kbar in Fig. 14. Table VI summarizes
the slopes and intercepts found by fitting lines to
the data.

At 24 and 32 kbar, one trap does not dominate the
lifetime and data for v(T) are curved. Looking at
the slopes in Fig. 14, there appears to be a gentle
slope ( 20 meV) for low pressures and for 24 and
32 kbar at RT, giving way to a steep slope (-90
meV) for 40 kbar and for 24 and 32 kbar at Lt. The
simplest theory wouM then have a shallow trap
dominate the lifetime at low pressures and a deep
tray at high pressures.

lf t(T) at 6 and 16 kbar is governed by the same
trap (the slopes are the same), it is clear that an
intrinisc rate must be increasing, since the 1/kT
= 0 intercept in Fig. 14 drops. Even when three
traps are considered, contradictions appear for the
following reason: from the 1/kT =0 intercept of 3.3
nsec at 40 kbar, w, must be very fast. We know
that 7', is 7.4 times slower than ~, at high pressure.
From the 1/kT = 0 intercept of 310 nsec at 6 kbar,
~, must be very slow, and from steady-state mea-
surements T, is slower than &y Therefore 7', at
high pressure must be ten times faster than at low
pressure.

From Fig. 10 it appears that ~, and &, are con-
stant above 32 kbar. At low pressure, where peak
3 vanishes, a steady-state plot was attempted, but
there was no common intercept. The intercept 7',/
r, dropped with pressure, implying [like the r(T)
intercepts] that r, drops with increasing pressure.
A decrease with pressure of the intrinisc lifetime
of v, of level 2 would explain the falling 1/kT= 0 in-
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FIG. 15. Comparison of experimental and calculated
values for the doublet energy separation vs pressure.
Experimental curves were measured by Drotning and
points are calculated from steady-state plots.

tercepts in Fig. 14, if the intercepts are given by
&, and the trap underlies level 2. The same rea-
soning applies to the room-temperature lifetime
(Fig. 13), which drops quickly at low pressure,
where 7, is changing, and levels off at 30 kbar,
where &, must be constant by Fig. 10.

Thus a picture of the CsI:Tl system from 0 to 40
kbar would resemble the following: at low pres-
sure, level 3 is Very high and unpopulated; level 1

is just above level 2, which has an underlying shal-
low trap. At intermediate pressures, level 3
(which has an underlying deeper underlying trap)
has dropped and level 1 has risen to an energy
comparable with level 3. At high pressures, level
1 is very high and unpopulated, while level 3 is
just above level 2. Since the trap under 3 is much
deeper than the trap under 2, the former controls
the lifetime at high pressures. In this latter sit-
uation, levels 2 and 3 behave like levels X and T
in KBr:Tl, with w, constant. However, as the
pressure is lowered below 30 kbar, 7, rises by at
least a factor of 10.

What causes the change in 7, '? A thermal
quenching process is unlikely because according to
the equations, this wouM not affect the low-pres-
sure steady-state plot, which is affected. A non-
radiative drain on level 2 would have an equal ef-
fect on levels 1 and 3, because of "dynamic equi-
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librium. " That "equilibrium" applies is certain be-
cause barrier effects and fast components are seen
only below 130'K in CsI:Tl and the HT lifetime is
the same for aH peaks. The drop in 7', must simply
be due to a decrease in forbiddenness of emisgion
from level 2

U. SUMMARY

In the potassium halides doped with In', a simple
two-level "equilibrium" model is found to explain
the kinetics of the Jahn- Teller-split excited state.
Several independent sets of data, including spec-
tral and decay measurements versus pressure (0-
60 kbar) and temperature (100-300'K), provide
enough redundancy so that model parameters are
well established. The T level, which at low pres-
sure has a higher energy than the X level, falls un-
til at high pressure it is more stable than the X
level. The intrinsic radiative lifetime of the X
state is longer than that of the T state. In sc
KCl:In, the X level is doubly degenerate and the T
level is nondegenerate, while in sc KBr:In, the X
and T levels are equally degenerate.

Drotning's data for 'POX vs pressure showed that
10X dropped from 100/0 to zero with increasing
pressure. Calculations with the model using para-
meters from other data fit his points quite well
(Fig. 2). In addition, Drotning published a graph
similar to Fig. 15.' The lines are smoothed curves
through Drotning's data for the doublet separation.
They are derived directly from experiment, and

thus are dashed te distinguish them from calculated
curves which have been solid. The doublet sep-Iation is mainly due to a Stokes's shift, but the
sma11 deere~, ' mph pressure is due to the stabil-
isation of the 2' level. Points in Fig. IS are calcu-
lator trrsa ths sasasarsa ST sahtttaas; rat ss for
4$ fram 'FAR 8 ere simply a&ed to the Stoke's
~tats (~to hs that at the toasst arras rs)
R e4hex' mk~m, the calculated points are normal-
im8 to the egpeximental curve at the lowest pres-
sure. Agreement between experiment and calcu-
lation is good, implying that nearly all information
about the excite@ state wells is contained in the
model.

In KBr:Tl and Csl:Tl, metastable levels from the
Jahn-Teller-split 3A,„manifold are found to dom-
inate lifetime measurements. Parameters are ex-
tracted from KBr:Tl data for a four-level "equi-
librium" model. The trap under the T level is
deeper than and twice as degenerate as the trap un-
der the X level. Behavior of the X and T levels is
similar to that just described for In . A six-level
model could explain the CsI:Tl fata but for the fact
that the intrinsic radiative lifetime of one of the
three emitting levels is found to be pressure de-
pendent.
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