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The Bernoulli potential in a superconductor is calculated using the Gorkov equations. General expressions for
the potential are derived. In the high-k limit, the expression reduces to the result of the two-fluid model
augmented by a term due to the spatial variation of the order parameter. The temperature dependence of the
potential is computed, in the case of clean superconductors, for various values of k, and, in the case of impure

superconductors, for k = .

I. INTRODUCTION

In a superconductor, the chemical potential in-
creases with the supercurrent because of the kinetic
energy associated with it, In the steady state, any
spatial variation of the chemical potential must be
compensated by a corresponding change in the elec-
tric potential so that the electrochemical potential
remains constant throughout the superconductor.
Hence a uniform current in a superconductor re-
sults in an electric field, analogous to the Bernoulli
pressure variation associated with the nonuniform
flow of a classical fluid. Such an electric field has
been measured in a number of experiments, 12

This Bernoulli field was first predicted by Lon-
don, ® who using the model of a charged superfluid,
showed that the electric field is given by

E=- (m/2e)v?, (1)

where \73 is the superfluid velocity. This equation
was later modified by Van Vijfeijken and Staas, *
who took into account the normal fluid component,
They obtained the result

E = — (n,/ng)(m /2¢)V0% | 2)

where 7, is the superfluid density and »; is the total
fluid density.

Calculations based on the BCS model have been
made by Adkins and Waldram, ° and Rickayzen. ¢
Adkins and Waldram showed that band structures
may have important effects on the Bernoulli poten-
tial, However, for a spherical Fermi surface,
their result agrees with Eq. (1). Their calculation
was for T=0°K, but they indicated that at higher
temperatures, especially near T,, the variation of
the order parameter with the current plays an im-
portant role., This feature is borne out by the pres-
ent work. Rickayzen extended the calculation to

Lé(w,, T, r')=0(F -1,

Sy 51 (G(w,, r,r') -F(w, F,_F'))
r,r')= 2. B
Wi, T F'(w;, r, r') G(-w,, ¥,1r)/’

12

include temperature dependence, but he assumed a
constant order parameter. Both works are per-
formed in the local limit.

Time-dependent Ginzburg-Landau equations have
also been used in the calculation of the Bernoulli
potential, Jakeman and Pike’ obtained an expres-
sion which differs from Eq. (2) by a factor of 2.
They also took into account of the Thomas-Fermi
screening, but because the screening length is ex-
tremely small, this has negligible effect on the po-
tential, although the electric field and the charge
distribution near the surface of the superconductor
are modified. Rieger® explicitly calculated the
spatial variation of the order parameter, but his
result is different from the other works.

In this paper, we treat the problem using the
BCS-Gorkov theory. We consider a superconductor
with a spherical Fermi surface. In Sec. II, expres-
sions for the Bernoulli potential are obtained. In
Sec. III, we show that in the local limit, our ex-
pression reduces to Eq. (2), augmented by a term
resulting from the spatial variation of the order pa-
rameter. In Sec. IV, the Bernoulli potential in-
duced in a semi-infinite superconductor by an ex-
ternal magnetic field is calculated. Numerical re-
sults are obtained for clean materials with k=0.1,
1, and 10, and for high-« materials with various
values of the mean free path,

II. EQUATIONS FOR THE BERNOULLI POTENTIAL

We start with Gorkov’'s equations for a super-
conductor in a static magnetic field. It is conve-
nient to use a gauge in which the order parameter
is real. The vector potential in this gauge is iden-
tified as the superfluid velocity, ° i.e., Vy=eA/m
[in an arbitrary gauge, v,=(eA +VW)/m, where 2W
is the phase of the order parameter]. Gorkov's
equations may now be written as (Z=c=1),

(3)
4)
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. fiw = (1/2m)[iV = m(P)P +ed(T) + p
L =< >
-A(r)

Here w;=(2] +1)7kyT, I is the identity matrix, and
- e¢ is the self-consistent Coulomb interaction
!
—eo(@)- [ avrr SHED ®)

It turns out that this is exactly the electric poten-
tial one would measure in the metal. In this calcu-
lation, therefore, we are treating the Coulomb in-
teraction in the Hartree approximation, while the
phonon~mediated interaction is treated in the usual
manner.

A perturbative solution to Eq. (3) may be written
down immediately. Writing

A(r)=8g+4(r), (7)
p4(F) = e¢(r) ~ 3 mo¥(r), (8)
and defining the Fourier transform
7 F= f (d 5 d® p

G(wly r,r 277)3 ‘(p.r-p“r')c(wl) E’ 5,)

(9

we obtain-(suppressing the variable w,)

> >,

6, 5)=@nMGE-5)6"0) + 2,66, B, (10)

N ak N e )
G (p, p )=I—W‘E(ZW)3 (;lff—pﬂ))

X GYBYA(R) GO - &y)- - - ARy)CB ).

Here R . 11
oy 1§~ I-o0(u-7)
G'p)=~ 2 & EyrioW, (12)
S (P V() = py(K) -4,(k)
A(R)= - - . (13
< AR BT ul(ﬁ)) o

As usual, &,=p%/2m~p, W;= (w +AR2 T (i=1,
2, 3) are the Pauli matrices, u=(0, A, w;)/W, and
the condition leV 0 is assumed.

For the problem of the Bernoulli potential, we
need only calculate GV and G, and 1t is easily
seen that both u, and A, are of order %, so that in
the calculation of G®, we may replace i by
(D *Vs)Ts.

To take into account the effect of impurities, we
have to make the following replacements in Eq. (12):

W= @y =Wy, (14)
By~ Bg=Agn,, (15)
=1+1/27W,, (16)

and hence,
W~ W,=W,+1/27, (17)
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A(T)
. . ) ) (5)

= iw, = (1/2m)[iV + mv(r) +eo(r) + 1

where 7 is the scattering time. Furthermore, we

~ have to evaluate the various vertex corrections to

Eq. (11). Considering only s-wave scattering,
there are no corrections for the individual v, ver-
tices (but there is an 1mpur1ty bridge across the
two v,'s in G®), From G, we (otain the usual
relation between the current density J and ;8, 10

§ () = - Q(R)ngev (k) , (18)
where
QF) = kg T E (ZWIZ) (19)

F(x):m

[(91—5 + x)tan'1 x- 1] . (20)

The changes in the density and the order parameter
are given by the self-consistency equation

< 36n(K) >
(1/M)a,(k)

=k TZZ]

l=woo N al

G{N)(wh 5; E—E)’ (21)

where V is the BCS interaction constant and G‘” )
is the first column of G, Substituting Eq. (11)
into Eq. (21) and correcting for impurity bridging,
we find that all the corrected quantities M satisfy
the equation

Metlyigmose [ S5 OGICE-E),  (@2)
where M0 is the uncorrected matrix (both M and M0
are matrices independent of p) and N(0) is the den-
sity of states at the Fermi surface. As the Bern-
oulli potential is of the order %mvi and it is well
known!! that near T,, A,~mv%u/A,, we must there-
fore calculate the various coefficients up to order
A,/u, i.e., we have to keep the first two terms in
the expansion of the density of states about the

Fermi surface. Thus
a3 aQ
f(—ﬁ,- N(O)fz; fd§(1+5/2u). (23)
In general,
My=agI+B, 7. (24)

We may solve Eq. (22) by writing

-~

M=a1+5-$. (25)

Substitution in Eq. (22) yields
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a=ay+5— 1(5'\7) ZW, afvek
0 2“ 2T 0 ’ Ik tan ZW (27)
5=’29_::115£B}1)_E J,,=(1/21-W,)I,,. (28)
~Jy
Evaluating the various M, in Eq. (21) and using
i1 (a &, i1 - Ik)z (bDXﬁ)> (26) the above formulae, a lengthy but straightforward
2p 2 A -d3) calculation gives the following results:
)
on(k) = 2N(o)(e¢(k)+ (O)V (k) 1”5 f o v @& -3K,(d, k-4 )), (29)
- d®q v (@, (k-4)H,,@d, k- ")
A = - S s i.l ’
@ = - aum | @n® D) (%0)
where we have used the replacement
"kBT,.Z.; W, N(O W (31)
and with p =k- 4, i1 a unit vector, vy =Fermi velocity,
- AS(2W, +W, - >
K@, ) =4mkpT Z _Q(I:V_;’) Aoy, 4, p), (32)
H,,@, §)=ksT Z 4 403By;(w;, §, B) lAu(“’x, d, Pl -J,ay/wh] , (33)
J==w "] Iy
I w?
D(R) =mkyT ( A ——‘—) 34
B Iaz-eo l _Jk WIWI ’ ( )
aof) 42 +vF(ﬁ q)(n-p)
Ay, §, B f Wi ok@- 32 aW e+ oG- (35)
as (n) 12W,+v,,-[(n dR+@-Q@E-p)+G@-5)%
Biws, & 8)= [ g m gt R ot B vk (36)
From Eq. (6), we get
—e¢d(R) = (4me?/kA)on(K) . (37)

Since the Thomas-Fermi screening length A?rF
spacing), we have k2% <1.

-

3
es® =2 [ Lo @v,E-DKG R-D) -

III. THE LOCAL LIMIT

To make contact with the two-fluid model, we
consider a clean superconductor in the local limit
where the various quantities do not vary appreciably
over distances of the order &,~7wy/kzT,. In this
case, we have 7~ and W,> vk, so that

Q) =me,T > 5 wsEno’ (39)

I=2~e

which defines the superfluid density #;. Also
Ku(a, p)= (ns/ng)0s; .

Eq. (38) then becomes, in real space,

2u N(O)V

=1/87N(0)e? is extremely small (of the order of interatomic
Eq. (29) therefore becomes

L A ®). (38)

eqb(r)—l s R (F) — oL A, (40)

20 N(O)V
The first term on the right-hand side is just what
one would expect from the hydrodynamic model
[Eq. (2)). The origin of the second term may be
traced to the shift in chemical potential due to the
pair interaction energy. To see this, we note that
the chemical potential p in the superconductor dif-
fers from the normal state value uy by an amount

Here y(T) is a function which goes from z at T=0
to 1 at T=T,, but these finer details are omitted

(41)
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in our calculation. In the absence of other fields,
a spatial variation of A must be compensated by a
change in density so that u remains constant, i.e.,

o=<_g.h‘i>5n+(%§>m, (42)
or
1
on = 2N(o)2 oW A, (43)

This is just the contribution we find in Eq. (29),
and it agrees with an expression derived by Adkins
and Waldram, 5

For the case of arbitrary mean free path but
still in the local limit, we find

Q@) =nkyT Z Wzv-[, =Q(T), (44)
K@ §r=akyr 3 MBI Lo,
=K(T)5, (45)
w? A2 \1
H“(q, p) wksTl_Z_; WSW, (‘ﬁ;‘; Eﬁ%)‘s‘ 0y;
=H(T),,, (46)
D(k) = 1kyT Z —05[1 +3E(T)¥]
=D(T)[1 +§§2(T)kz] (47
2;my _1(VF
em-5(8) 2 wr/ S (48)
We obtain, therefore,
ed(r)=K(T) 3 mv¥(r) - -2 N(o)V A(r), (49)
3 3 pe Yy ’_"
1(k)_ C(T)mf [d q/(lzggg(sglzvs(k D (50
C(T)= GADH(T)/D(T) . (51)

Close to T,, C(T) reduces to Gorkov’s impurity
function

C(T.)=x(1/7)

1
“7¢(3) § (21+1)°(21+1+1/27k5T,7) °

(52)
and £3(T) becomes the Ginzburg-Landau coherence

length
E4(T)=4(vp /80P x(1/7), (53)

and Eq. (50) is exactly what one would obtain from
the Ginzburg-Landau equation. In particular, for
high-x materials, £2£%«< 1, so that Eq. (50) gives

Ay(T)= - @u/380)x(1/T) mbi(F), (54)

which is a result we have referred to in Sec. II.

IV. SEMEINFINITE CASE

As a concrete example, we consider the geometry
of a superconductor occupying the half-space x=0
and determine the Bernoulli potential arising from
the nonuniform Meissner current induced by an ex-
ternal magnetic field in the y direction.

Assuming specular scattering at the boundary,
then for a solution valid in the region x=0, we may
write down Maxwell’s equation in the form

—%:— A(x)=2HH (x) +4mi(x) , (55)

and extend the superconductor to occupy the whole
space by means of a reflection. Here Hj is the
magnetic field at the surface. From this we obtain
the standard result

wir)- Gl (56)
R(k)= (4mnee®/m) Q(k) . (57)

Equations (30) and (38) then yields an expression
for the Bernoulli potential.

This calculation may be carried out analytically
in the local limit, In this limit,

R(k)=(4nnoe/m) Q(T)=1/3(T), (58)
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FIG. 1. Bernoulli potential relative to the temperature-

independent result of the two-fluid model as a function of
T/T,. «=0,882£y/1,
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FIG. 2. Bernoulli potential in clean materials (v =0)
with the field H, kept at a constant fraction of H,(T). The
ordinate is in arbitrary units,

which defines the penetration depth A. Hence
ex -
v=(2 H)e ™, (59)
and Eq. (50) gives

Ay (x)= - 2m C(T)(% Ho>2

38,
% 1_—%ﬂ7 (e-Zx/ A_ % o 2nl e) ) (60)
k(T)=MT)/&(T) . (61)

k(T,) is just the Ginzburg-Landau parameter k.
Eq. (49) then gives the Bernoulli potential. In
particular, the potential at the surface (relative
to a point deep inside the superconductor) is given
by

H2 _KkT 1 _

0052 (acr) 5 iy ), 0
2. 18

a5, -
1 /b T \2 Ay \2Sy+3S

B(T)=% ( Y ) E‘(wkﬁ) = iz]/ B 9

> 1
— men =— .
smn(T) = (ﬂkBT) IZU errzWIn

(65)

This may be compared with the corresponding re-

sult of the two-fluid model, i.e., Eq. (2),
¢r(0)=HG/Brnge (66)

which is independent of temperature,

We note that although the coefficient B(T) di-
verges as (T, - T)™? when T approaches T,, the
Bernoulli signal actually goes to zero because the
critical field vanishes like T, ~T. This is demon-
strated in Figs. 2 and 3. This divergence of B(T)
is in agreement with the thermodynamic result of
Rickayzen. 8

Equation (62) is valid for arbitrary x only near
T., and for a wider range of temperature in the
case of materials with sufficiently high values of
k. For the general case of arbitrary « and arbi-
trary T, ¢(0) has to be computed numerically, The
results for clean materials (7=%) with k=0.1, 1,
and 10 are shown in Fig. 1. The factor 1/N(0)V
has been chosen to be 5. The broken curves are
obtained from Eq. (62) for the limit k=, the low-
er one being for the clean limit 7=« and the upper
for the dirty limit 7=0.

In Fig, 2, the Bernoulli potential with the field
Hj kept at a constant fraction of the critical field
H,(T) is plotted as a function of T. The ordinate
is in arbitrary units, normalized to 1 at T=0°K.
For the two-fluid model, this is just a plot of
H¥(T)/H%0). Figure (2) is for clean materials
with various values of «.

The scheme of Fig. 3 is the same as Fig. 2.

But here the plots are for materials with k=% and
various values of the impurity parameter a=1/

_EQ_ = const. =0
) $(0) ( Ae(T) ) K=

1 1 1 1 T
o 0.2 04 0.6 0.8 1.0

FIG. 3. Bernoulli potential in materials with k= and
with H, kept at a constant fraction of H,(T).
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2mksT,7=0.882¢,/1, where &, is the BCS coherence
length and /= v 7 is the mean free path,

Figures 2 and 3 bring out some prominent fea-
tures of our results. The structures shown should
be easily observed in experiments. Work with
clean high-k materials should then provide a ready
check on this theory.
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